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PREFACE. 


Ths  sources  of  enjoyment  contained  in  our  early  literature 
are  not  unfreqnently  obsoiired,  or  ahc^ether  concealed,  by 
tbe  thick  veil  spread  over  them  by  learned  acffectation.  Hie 
ecmimentator  smothers  the  author  whom  he  designed  to  usher 
into  the  world.  But  sometimes  the  difficulty  consists  in 
finnniariiring  to  one  generation  the  thoughts  and  language  of 
another  long  passed  away.  Antiquaries  have  often  mis- 
taken the  means  of  surmounting  these  obstacles,  and  instead 
of  alhiring  the  general  reader  to  studies  <m  which  they  them- 
sehros  set  so  high  a  value,  by  multiplying  and  smoothing  the 
avenues  leading  to  ^Ihern,  have  augmented  the  embarrassments 
previously  existing.  But  though  sometimes  wanting  the 
fildll  to  recommend,  they  have  seldom  been  destitute  of  the 
power  to  appreciate  our  early  writetB,  whose  merit  is  indeed 
so  great,  that,  whoever  possesses  the  industry  to  conquer  their 
meaning,  must  inevitably  be  charmed  by  the  truth  and  vita- 
lity of  their  pictures,  the  ingenuous  frankness  of  their  senti- 
ments, the  force  and  simplicity  of  their  language,  and  the 
buoyancy  and  joyousness  of  their  general  character.  It  was 
consequently  with  unmixed  feelings  of  pleasure  that  the  lovers 
of  genuine  poetry  witnessed  the  appearance  of  the  "  Specimens 
of  Early  English  Metrical  Romances,"  edited  by  George  Ellis, 
who,  to  borrow  the  language  of  Sir  Walter  Scott,  "trans- 
ferred all  the  playful  fascinations  of  a  humour,  as  delightM 
as  it  was  uncommon,  into  the  forgotten  poetry  of  the  ancient 
minstrels,  and  gave  life  and  popularity  to  compositions  which 
had  till  then  been  buried  in  the  closet  of  the  antiquary." 

It  is,  indeed,  difficult  to  estimate  too  highly  the  services 
which  Ellis  rendered  to  literature  by  the  publication  of  this 
work.  The  interminable  ballad  romances  of  the  middle  ages 
had  daunted  all  but  the  few  initiated;  but  then,  as  if  by 
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magic,  they  became  the  friends  and  companions  of  thousands. 
Ellis,  in  fact,  did  for  ancient  romance  what  Percy  had  previ- 
ously accomplished  for  early  poetry;  and  if  his  labours  are 
somewhat  less  known  than  those  of  the  learned  Prelate,  the 
reason  must  be  sought  in  the  costly  form  in  which  his  work 
has  hitherto  been  circulated.  "  Breathes  there  a  man  with 
soul  so  dead"  as  not  to  feel  some  interest  in  the  romantic 
details  which  once  awakened  enthusiasm  in  the  hearts  of  the 
knight,  the  prince,  and  the  peasant,  and  were  welcomed  alike 
by  warrior  in  the  field  and  "bird*  in  the  bower?"  Our 
country  almost  ceases  to  be  merry  England  without  its  ballads 
and  its  romances. 

In  the  present  edition,  care  has  been  taken  not  to  diminish 
the  popular  character  of  the  work  by  an  unnecessary  exhi- 
bition of  archsDological  learning.  It  has  been  considered 
sufficient  to  amend  silently  the  various  philological  errors  into 
which  Ellis  had  &llen,  without  pointing  them  out  to  special 
attention,  and  the  editorial  additions  and  corrections  will 
tend,  it  is  believed,  to  fiEUulitate  the  reader's  progress,  without 
distracting  his  attention. 

Jvly,  1848. 

*  Mttaning  Lad^. 
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DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  FRONTISPIECE. 


The  illuminatioii  prefixed  to  the  present  volume  is  taken  from 
a  very  fine  and  interesting  Manuscript  in  the  British  Museum, 
entitled  "  Roman  du  Quete  du  Saint  Graal/^  which  has  been 
obligingly  pointed  out  to  the  Publisher  by  Sir  Frederick  Madden. 
The  centre  figure  represents  King  Arthur;  on  his  right  is 
Queen  Ginevra,  and  on  his  left  the  enchanter  Merlin.  The 
Grand  Carver,  Cupbearer,  and  Minstrel,  in  the  foreground,  are 
distinguished  by  their  several  insignia.  On  the  left  of  the  Queen 
is  a  Lady-in-Waiting,  and  on  the  right,  between  Merlin  and  the 
Grand  Carver,  is  a  lady,  supposed  to  be  bringing  in  a  petition 
to  present  to  the  King. 
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SECTION  I. 

View  of  the  ChangeB  whidi  took  place  in  the  Romuioe  or  French  Ltn* 
goage,  in  consequence  of  the  first  Danish  Inyasions. — Its  Preserration 
and  Improvement  by  the  same  People  after  their  Establishment  in  Nor- 
mandy.— Their  first  Attempts  at  Composition. — ^Their  Style  improved 
by  the  Clergy. — Remarks  on  their  Minstrels. 

It  is  generally  admitted  that  the  word  Romance*  was  first 
employed  to  signify  the  Roman  language  as  spoken  in  the 
European  provinces  of  the  empire;  and  that,  in  its  most 
extensive  sense,  it  comprised  all  the  dialects  of  which  the 
basis  wfis  the  Tulgar  Latin,  whatever  might  be  the  other 
materiaLs  which  entered  into  their  construction.  The  name 
was,  therefore,  equally  applicable  to  the  Italian,  the  Spanish, 
and  French;  and  was  sometimes,  though  incorrectly,  applied 
to  the  vulgar  languages  of  other  countries ;!-  but  the  earliest 
and  moet  familiar  use  of  the  word  in  this  island  was  to 
express  that  dialect  of  the  French  which  had  been  introduced 
among  us  by  the  Norman  conquest.  It  was  afterwards,  by 
an  easy  transition,  employed  to  signify  indiscriminately  aU 
such  works  as  were  composed  in  tlmt  dialect;  and  lastly,  in 
consequence  of  the  growing  fondness  of  our  Norman  ancestors 
for  tales  of  chivalry,  became  exclusively  appropriated  to  this 
species  of  composition. 

Such  being  the  variations  which  have  taken  place  in  the 
meaning  of  the  word,  it  seems  necessary  that  we  should 

*  In  oM  f^rench  it  is  sometimes  written  Jtooum,  and  sometimes 
Jtomtau,  whence  our  English  word. 

t  A  remarkable  instance  of  its  applicstion  to  the  BngUth  is  ^pioted  by 
Bitem  from  Ginldos  Cambrensis. 
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endeaTOnr  to  ascertain,  at  least  by  approximatiQii,  the  dates 
of  these  changes ;  and  it  will  probably  appear  that  an  inatten- 
tion to  this  preliminary  has  produced  much  of  the  difSsi^noe 
of  opinion  which  at  present  prevails  respecting  the  origin  of 
Romantic  fiction. 

The  best  French  historians  inform  us  that  the  Romance 
began  to  supersede  the  Latin  as  a  colloquial  language  in  Qaul 
about  the  beginning  of  the  ninth  century.  The  several  cor- 
ruptions  introduced  by  a  succession  of  barbarous  nations  had 
been  blended  into  a  common  moss,  and  gradually  formed  a 
language  which,  from  its  copiousness,  from  the  simplicity  of 
its  grammar,  and  from  its  close  analogy  to  the  dialects  of  the 
neighbouring  nations,  was  a  more  useful  instrument  of  general 
intercourse  than  the  Latin,  though  less  suited  to  literary  com- 
positions, to  which,  in  the  first  instance,  it  cannot  be  supposed 
to  have  been  applied.  Indeed  the  Latin  could  not  be  imme- 
diately and  totally  forgotten,  even  by  the  vulgar,  because  the 
greater  number  of  its  words  were  retained  in  the  new  jaigon, 
and  because  it  was  still  the  vehicle  of  religious  instruction, 
and  the  medium  of  all  written  contracts  between  individimls, 
as  well  as  of  all  laws  issued  by  the  sovereign.  Of  the 
Romance  language  in  this  early  state  very  few  written  spe- 
cimens can  have  existed;  yet,  of  these  few,  one  has  been  lor- 
tonatelv  preserved. 

The  kinss  of  France  of  the  second  race  adopted,  after  the 
example  of  Charlemagne,  the  injudicious  [Mractice  of  dividing 
their  dominions  among  their  children;  whose  ambition,  thus 
excited,  led  to  a  long  succession  of  civil  discord.  The  sons  of 
Louis  le  Debonnaire,  even  during  his  lifetime,  were  constantly 
in  arms  against  each  other,  and  often  against  their  fiither ;  and 
their  dissensions  after  his  death  produced  a  dreadful  waste  of 
blood  during  ^he  war  which  was  terminated  by  the  destructive 
battle  of  Fontenay,  in  June  841.  It  was  therefore  thon^t 
necessary  that  their  reconciliation  should  be  marhed  by  the 
greatest  possible  degree  of  solemnity;  their  respective  armies 
were  called  in  as  witoesses  and  parties  to  the  oath  by  wbieh 
they  bound  themselves  to  rest  satisfied  with  the  division  of 
territoiT  finally  a4i«idged  to  each ;  and,  that  the  terms  of  this 
oath  might  be  perfectly  intelligible,  it  was  translated  into  the 
vulgar  tongue  of  the  several  nations.  Louis  le  Gkrmanique 
addressed  the  Frencharmy  of  his  brother  in  Romance;  Chanes 
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le  C^unre  read  his  ofttih  in  the  Tudeiqae,  or  Teutonic,  to  the 
soldias  of  LotiiB;  and  both  receiired  the  asBent  of  tbc  troops 
to  iStte  agreement  in  the  aame  langnagea  reapectiTel  j.  Titta 
onrioas  monument  of  the  Bomanec  tongue,  ^  moat  aaoe&t 
apedmen  now  exiating,  ia  to  be  fbund  m  Laoombe'a  Pre&ee  to 
the  Supplement  of  hia  Dietionnaire  du  Vieux  Langage,  and  ia 
Mr.  BitBon*8  Diaaertation  on  Romance  and  Minatreli^. 

It  appears  from  this  specimen  that  the  Romance  of  the 
year  842,  which  yery  nearly  resembled  the  preaent  Provencal, 
was  the  general  language  of  France,  and  not  a  southeni 
dialect ;  because  the  proTinces  of  Aquitaine  and  Nenatria  were 
the  original  dominions  of  Charles:  they  had  been  confirmed 
to  him  in  the  present  treaty,  and  their  inhabitantB  formed  a 
great  part  of  his  army.  At  the  same  time,  the  Frankiah,  or 
Teutonic,  is  said  to  have  preTailed  in  some  of  the  eastern  pro- 
Tinces,* that  is  to  say,  in  Franohe  Comt6  and  the  Lyonese,  as 
well  as  in  the  countries  bordering  on  the  Rhine,  the  Meuae, 
and  the  Scheldt. 

But  the  uniformity  of  the  Romance  langoage  was  not  of 
long  duration.  In  845,  a  formidable  armv  of  Danes  or  Nor- 
oMns  entering  the  Seine,  carried  their  depredatioBs  to  the 
very  gates  of  Paris;  and  the  booty  thus  obtained  encouraging 
them  to  fresh  enterprises,  they  renewed  them  almost  without 
intermission,  and  formed  a  permanent  establishment  in  the 
western  provinces,  which  they  gradually  extended  till  the  year 
912,  mk&k  their  usurpations  were  confirmed  to  them  by  a 
treaty  with  Charles  the  Simple.  RoUo  received  in  marriage 
the  lang*s  daughter  Gfiselle,  and  for  her  dower  the  sovereignty 
ef  Neustria,  smce  called  Normandy,  together  with  extensive 
li^ts  in  Britany,  on  the  sole  conditions  of  embracing  Chris- 
tiaaity,  and  of  putting  a  stop  to  the  devastations  which  had 
been  continued  during  half  a  century. 

From  these  invasions  ultimately  resulted  the  division  of 
the  Romance  language  into  an  almost  infinite  number  of 
diakets,  which  subsiiSed  during  the  greater  part  of  the  tenth 
century.    It  is  not  meant  that  the  Nonnans  materially  con-  ' 
trflnted  to  this  change,  by  importing  into  the  conquered 

•  *  At  the  ooiiiica  held  at  Tours  in  813,  it  was  directed  that  the  Homi* 
lies  shall  be  translated  **  in  rusticam  linifoam  Romanam,  avtTheotiscam;" 
mA  tfae  same  tnui  ortoed  at  the  eoanoii  of  Ailes  ia  §51 . 

3  2 
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oountry  a  barbarous  jar^oa  composed  of  foreign  and  discor- 
dant materials;  because  it  is  cvideiit  that  their  influence  in 
this  respect  must  have  been  confined  to  the  territory  within 
which  mey  formed  their  establishment.  But  uniformity  of 
speech  throughout  a  large  extent  of  country  can  only  arise 
£n>m  an  easy  and  constant  intercourse  between  its  inhabitants ; 
and  the  interruption  of  this  intercourse  must  give  birth  to  a 
diversity  of  dialects,  llie  prevalence  of  the  Latin  had  resulted 
from  the  extent  and  stability  of  the  Roman  empire;  and  the 
purity  of  the  Romance  could  only  have  been  preserved  by  the 
permanence  of  that  of  Charlemagne.  His  partition  of  his 
extensive  territory,  and  the  disputes  amongst  his  immediate 
successors,  enervated  the  strength  of  the  French  monarchy, 
and  laid  open  the  country  to  the  ravages  of  the  northern  inva- 
ders; whose  triumphs  were  less  pernicious  from  the  misery 
tJiey  immediately  produced,  than  from  the  example  of  sue- 
oess&l  usurpation  which  they  held  out  to  private  ambition. 
France  was  parcelled  out  amongst  a  number  of  petty  tyrants, 
always  in  arms  against  each  other,  or  against  their  sovereign ; 
and  the  vulgar  tongue,  not  yet  subjected  to  the  rules  of  gram- 
mar, or  fixed  by  any  just  modeb  of  composition,  was  aban- 
doned to  all  the  innovations  which  might  arise  either  from  the 
ignorance  or  frx>m  the  mixed  races  of  the  inhabitants,  in  the 
several  independent  districts  into  which  the  country  was 
divided. 

Nor  was  this  all.  During  the  strange  revolutions  of  the 
tenth  centuiT  the  whole  scheme  of  society  was  essentially 
altered;  so  that  it  became  necessary  to  invent  new  names  for 
a  great  variety  of  new  relations,  and  arbitrarily  to  enlist  thesa 
barbarous  words  into  the  Latin,  frx>m  whence  they  were  again 
transferred  into  aU  the  vulgar  languages  of  Europe.  Thus 
arose  a  new  Latinity,  which  has  given  no  small  disturbance  to 
modem  etymologists. 

It  is  not  necessary  that  we  should  search  minutely  for  the 
general  causes  of  that  scene  of  confruion  called  the  feudal 
system;  but  there  is  one  of  the  changes  introduced  by  it 
which  requires  to  be  briefly  noticed,  because  it  has  contributed 
to  give  much  of  their  distinctive  colouring  to  the  species  of 
compositions  commonly  called  romances.  This  was  the  esta- 
blishment of  an  hereditary  nobility. 

When  the  Franks  took  possession  of  Qaul,  they  seem  to 
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have  diyided  the  property  of  the  conquered  into  SaUe  lands 
and  military  benefices.*  The  former  were  the  portions  of  land 
allottod,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the  conquerors  in  ahsolute 
property.  The  latter  were  left  to  the  original  proprietors, 
with  a  reserre  of  a  considerable  part  of  tneir  revenues,  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  government;  they  answered  the  pur- 
poses of  our  civil  list;  and  a  certain  allotment  of  territory 
formed  the  salaries  of  all  the  civil  and  military  officers,  who 
were  nominated  by  the  prince,  and  held  their  offices  for  life. 
Such  benefices  therefore  were  strictly  livings^  and  gave  their 
name  to  tibe  benefices  of  the  church,  which  they  exactly  resem- 
bled; and  every  inhabitant  of  the  country,  whether  of  Frank- 
iah  or  Gallic  origin,  being  equally  eligible  to  every  office  at 
the  sole  discretion  of  the  sovereign,  there  was  no  permanent 
distinction  of  rank  in  the  state,  except  that  of  prince  and 
subject.  But  during  the  impotence  of  the  crown  under  the 
kings  of  the  second  race,  the  Dukes,  or  governors  of  pro^ 
vinces,  the  Earls,  or  governors  of  towns,  and  some  other 
officers  of  state,  extorted  the  hereditary  establishment  of 
their  respective  dignities  in  their  own  fiEmiilies;  and,  uniting 
tlie  property  of  the  land  with  the  right  of  administering 
justice,  became  the  real  sovereigns  of  the  districts  over  which 
they  had  before  presided  as  temporary  magistrates-f  The 
ambition  of  the  del^ates  who  extorted,  aira  the  weakness 
of  the  princes  who  made  these  concessions,  may  be  easily 
accounted  for;  but  we  can  only  explain  the  acquiescence  of 
the  nation  in  an  exahange  of  freedom  for  the  most  complicated 
shivery,  by  the  intolerable  misery  to  which  they  had  been 
reduced  by  the  Norman  invasions.  Indeed,  the  Norman 
writers  tell  us  that  EoUo  was  compelled  to  stipulate  for  the 
prant  of  certain  rents  in  Britany,  because  it  was  impossible, 
in  consequence  of  the  ravages  committed  by  his  own  orders,  or 
those  of  his  predecessors,  to  find  subsistence  for  his  army  in 
the  fertile  province  of  Normandy. 

But  these  ferocious  men  had  no  sooner  settled  themselves 
in  their  conquests,  than  they  eagerly  adopted,  and  cultivated 
with  the  greatest  care,  the  language  of  the  vanquished.    Wil- 

*  See  H^nanlt's  Remarquef  particoli^res  rar  la  aeoonde  Race.  Ab. 
Chron.  de  THiat  de  France. 

t  The  eitabliihment  of  thia  monstroiit  system  is  vsoally  placed  under 
the  rasn  of  Raool,  who  was  raised  to  the  throne  of  France  a.d.  923. 
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liam  I.,  the  immedittte  snooeflwr  of  BoUo,  bebig  denronB  tiiii 
his  son  Rkluad  should  acquire  some  knowledge  of  the  Daoidiy 
found  it  necesiazy  to  have  him  educated  at  Baieux,  lather 
tiiaa  at  Rouen,  where  the  Romance  had  abeady  obtained  a 
decided  preference;*  and  it  was  to  the  capital  of  Normandy 
that  the  French  were  indebted  for  the  preserration  of  their 
vidgar  tongue,  which  there  found  an  asylum  under  an  actiire 
and  vigorods  goremment;  while  France  itself,  till  near  the 
end  of  the  tenth  century,  was  torn  to  pieces  by  contending 
Actions.  It  continued  indeed  to  be  sp<^en  at  Paris ;  but  its 
g^eral  diffbsion  over  Europe  was  the  work  of  the  Normans. 
By  them  it  was  first  employed  in  composition;  and  it  may 
perhaps  be  iBurly  assumed,  that  the  people  of  Picardy,  and  of 
the  otiier  provinees  to  the  north  of  the  Loire,  whose  dialeets 
had  already  a  nurture  of  the  Teutonic,  would  readily  assimi* 
late  them  to  the  speech  of  a  neighbouring  province,  whose 
inhabitants  had  astonished  the  world  by  ^  unexampled 
splendour  of  their  conquests. 

The  eariiest  specimen  of  northern  French  literature  ii  a 
metrical  life  of  Wandril  and  of  some  other  saints,  translated 
from  the  liatin  by  Tbibaut  de  Yemon,  Canon  of  Rouen,  about 
the  middle,  perhaps,  of  the  eleventh  century  ;f  but  no  copy  of 
this  work  has  yet  been  discovered.    The  next  in  point  of  anti- 

rjT,  according  to  the  Frendi  historians,  was  the  poem  on 
first  crusade,  compiled  from  the  Latin  chronicles  of  the 
the  time  by  the  Chevalier  Bediada  of  Limoges.  This,  how- 
ever,  has  been  also  lost;  but  the  dialect  in  which  it  was 
vmtten  may  be  inferred  from  his  having  undertaken  it  by  the 
advice  of  Gaubert,  a  Norman.  It  is  supposed  to  have  been 
begun  about  the  year  1112,  and  finished  about  1125;  and 
admitting  this  date,  it  is  less  antient  than  the  first  work  of 
Philijipe  de  Thann,  called  the  Uvre  des  Criaiures,  a  French 
metncad  treatise  on  chronology,  written  soon  after  the  year 
1 106,  and  described  by  the  Abb6  de  la  Rue.:^    Another  work 

*  See  Dadon  of  St.  Qiientin»  p.  83|  ed.  Duchesne. 

t  M.  de  la  Rue  says,  *'  a  Urng  time  brfore  the  eonquai:**  M.  de  U 
Bmill^re,  on  the  oontruy,  seems  to  place  Thihant's  work  about  1 108. 
Yet  they  both  cite  the  same  authority,  vii.  toI.  iii.  p.  379,  of  the  Bene- 
dictine Mstorians. 

t  Printed  by  Mr.  Wright,  8to.  1841.  For  more  eorreet  inlbrmatioft 
oo  the  author  and  chronology,  see  Wright's  Biog.  Brit  literaria,  Anglo- 
Norman  Ftoiod,  pp.  86*7. 
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bj  the  same,  is  a  poem  on  natuial  history^  irandated  from  tlB 
AiJwri'ifiy  and  finished  after  1 121 :  aftor  which  we  hare  the 
Piotedbs  of  Solomon  in  Terse,  Inr  Samson  de  Nanteidl;  a 
British  and  An^^-Saxon  history,  by  Geoffiroi  Oaimar;  and  a 
history  of  Henry  L,  alluded  to  in  that  poem  as  the  composi- 
tion of  one  David;  all  written,  as  the  Alhk  de  la  Rue  Tery 
reasonably  supposes,  during  the  reign  of  Stephen. 

Hiis  series  of  fiicts  and  dates  seesos  to  lead  to  the  follow- 
ing eondnsions :  First,  that  the  northern  Bomanoe,  or  Nonnan 
French,  was  not  employed  as  a  written  languase  till  very  near 
the  time  of  the  conquest;  and  secondly,  that,  duzing  about  an 
hundred  years  which  elapsed  between  the  midme  of  the 
eletenth  century  and  the  acoeseion  of  Henry  II.  in  1154,  all 
the  principal  compositions  in  that  language  were  either  deyo- 
tiaaal  and  moral  tracts,  lives  of  saints,  scientific  treatises,  or 
chronides.  All  of  th^  were  metrical;  and  generally,  per- 
haps universally,  translaticms.  The  minor  compositions  were, 
probably,  much  more  numerous;  and  seem  to  have  consisted 
of  war  songs,  satirical  songs,  encomiastic  songs,  and  of  some- 
thing like  historical  ballads.  Of  the  first  class,  the  most  cele- 
brated instance  is  the  chanton  de  RoUaind^  which  was  song 
by  the  minstrel  Tailkfer  at  the  battle  of  Hastings :  the  mt- 
vmUois  or  satirical  songs  seem  to  have  formed  a  principal 
amusement  of  the  armies  during  the  first  crusade  ;t  and  they 
may  be  presumed  to  have  abounded  so  as  to  have  given  great 
oflSmce  in  England,  since  Henxy  I.,  sumamed  le  Beau-clere, 
either  on  account  of  his  literary  attainments  or  in  honour  of  his 
Hberal  patronage,  thought  fit  to  punish  a  satirist,  the  Chevalier 
Luc  de  la  Barre,  by  putting  out  his  eyes.}  The  number  of 
encomiastic  songs  may  be  in&rred  from  the  extepsive  lareesses 
to  minstrels  which  are  recorded  during  this  period;  and  con- 

*  Tlie  late  Mr.  Ritson,  in  his  Dissertatioii  on  Romance  and  Min- 
stiflsj,  p.  xzzri,  haa  said,  "The  real  chanson  de  Rolland  was,  unquettiim^ 
tMjft  a  metrical  romance,  of  great  length,  upon  the  fatal  battle  of  Rono^ 
v«BZ,  of  which  Taillefer  only  chanted  a  part."  He  probably  meant  no 
moce  than  that  he  did  not  wish  the  assertion  to  be  questioned.  William 
of  Malmesbnry,  whom  he  quotes,  says,  "Cantilena  BoUandi  mckoaiS^ 
See.''  which  seems  to  mean  a  wng,  and  not  a  metrical  romance  qf§freat 
iemftfk, 

t  La  Ravain^,  toL  L  p.  260,  who  transeribes  ••panage  in  thd>Geita 
Dei  per  Francos,  p.  180,  in  proof  of  that  fiust. 

X  Abb€  de  la  Rue.   J^^rdueoL,  toL  zii.  p,  301. 
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temporary  writers  not  unfrequently  cite  the  hiBtorical*'  ballads 
of  uie  time  as  authorities  for  occasional  anecdotes.  But  it 
may  be  safely  affirmed  that  no  trace  of  a  professed  work  of 
fiction;  no  semblance  of  an  epic  &ble;  in  short,  no  specimen 
of  what  we  should  now  call  a  romance,  is  to  be  found  before 
the  middle  of  the  twelfth  century ;  indeed  this  period  might, 
perhaps,  be  still  further  limited. 

The  preceding  list,  it  is  true,  can  only  be  admitted  as 
negative  eridence ;  and  it  may  be  objected,  that  many  writers 
are  likely  to  have  existed  besides  those  whose  works  have 
been  preserved,  or  whose  names  have  been  accidentally 
recorded  by  their  surviving  contemporaries:  it  may  also  be 
contended,  that  the  minstrels  of  those  times,  who,  like  their 
predecessors  the  Bards  and  Scalds,  were  accustomed  to  pre- 
serve in  their  traditional  rhymes  various  anecdotes  of  religious 
as  well  as  military  history,  may  be  supposed  to  have  formed  a 
certain  stock  of  fiibulous  narratives,  which  they  recited  for 
the  amusement  of  a  less  devout  or  more  indolent  class  of 
hearers. 

To  the  first  of  these  objections  it  would  be  easy  to  find  an 
answer,  if  it  were  necessary  to  inquire  into  the  subject  of  com- 
positions whose  existence,  though  certainly  possible,  is  not 
very  probable :  but  the  second  objection  may  deserve  to  be 
examined  at  larse,  although  we  are  unable  after  all  to  offer 
anythiog  more  man  a  conjectural  histonr  of  what  may  be 
called  the  traditional  literature  of  this  period. 

That  a  class  of  men  who  cultivated  the  arts  of  amusement 
as  a  profession,  were  known  and  esteemed  by  the  Normans  at 
the  time  of  the  conquest,  is  undeniably  proved  by  the  evidence 
of  Domesday-book;  in  which  wc  find  a  certain  Berdic  pos- 

*  Ordericos  Yitalii,  speaking  of  St.  William,  says,  "  Vnlgo  eamtur  a 
joculatorilfus  de  illo  cantilena  :  sed  jure  pneferenda  est  relatio  anthen- 
tica  quae  a  religiosis  doctoribus  solerter  est  edita,  et  a  studiosis  lectoribus 
reverenter  lecta  est,  in  communi  fratrum  audientia.*'  Scriptores  Norman, 
ap.  Duchesne,  p.  598.  This  relatio  autheuiiea,  of  which  Ordericos 
gives  an  abridgement,  seems  to  have  formed  the  devotional  romance  of 
Guillaume  au  Conrt-nez,  a  French  commander  employed  by  Charlemagne 
against  the  Saracens  in  Spain,  and  rewarded  for  his  services  by  a  present 
of  the  duchy  of  Aquitaine.  St.  William  ended  his  days  in  a  cloister.  His 
flomance,  according  to  Le  Grand,  was  written  in  Provencal  by  a  Trouba 
dour,  as  was  also  Philumena,  which  contains  some  military  anecdotes  of 
Charlemagne.     See  Preface  aux  Fabliaux,  &c. 
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eessed  of  a  large  tract  of  land  in  Gloucestershire,  under  the 
title  of  joetdator  regis.  The  register,  of  course,  does  not 
explain  the  talents  of  this  joculator,  or  jougleur;  but  it  may 
be  fidrly  assumed  that  they  were  similar  to  those  of  the  min- 
strel Taillefer,  who,  as  Waoe  informs  us,  *'  moult  bien  chan- 
tout,"  and  who  preceded  the  Duke  of  Normandy  at  the  batde 
of  Hastings,  ''  singing  about  Charlemagne,  and  Holland,  and 
Olivier,  and  the  vassals  who  died  at  B^ncesvalles."  We  are 
further  informed  by  Gaimar,  that  he  performed  many  mar- 
veUous  feats  of  dexterity :  throwing  his  lance  into  the  air  as 
if  it  were  a  small  stick;  catching  it  by  the  point  before  he 
cast  it  against  the  enemy;  and  repeating  the  same  operation 
with  his  sword,  so  that  they  who  beheld  him  considered  him 
as  a  conjuror — 

li'un  dit  k  Taltre  ki  co  veit, 
Ke  CO  esteit  enchantement, 
Ke  cil  fesait  devant  la  gent. 
Quant,  &c. 

Now,  unless  it  could  be  proved  that  the  Normans  adopted 
the  profession  of  minstrelsy  from  the  French,  of  which  tiiere 
is  no  evidence,  it  must  foUow  that  they  carried  it  with  them 
from  Denmark;  and  as  Bishop  Percy  has  shown  that  a 
character  nearly  analogous  existed  amongst  the  Danes  as  well 
as  the  Anglo-Saxons,  the  derivation  of  the  minstrels  from  the 
Scalds  and  Glee-men  of  the  North,  as  established  in  the  Essay 
prefixed  to  the  "  Reliques  of  Ancient  English  Poetry,"  seems 
to  rest  upon  as  fair  historical  testimony  as  can  be  required  in 
confirmation  of  such  an  opinion. 

It  may,  therefore,  be  reasonably  admitted  that  RoUo  carried 
with  him  his  domestic  bards,  who,  when  their  native  idiom 
began  to  &11  into  disuse,  would  have  been  compelled  to  exer- 
cise their  talents  in  the  newly-adopted  language ;  but  still  the 
success  of  their  poetical  efforts  must  have  depended  on  the 
state  in  which  they  found  this  language,  to  the  perfection  ot 
which  they  could  not,  from  their  want  of  learning,  materially 
contribute. 

It  is  true  that  the  first  progress  of  mankind,  fr^m  a  rude 
and  uncou^  ju^ii  to  settled  forms  of  speech,  has  been,  in 
almost  every  country,  attributed  to  poetry.  Hence  the  deifi- 
cation of  the  Muses,  the  &ble  of  Oq>heus,*and  various  allego- 
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nes  all  over  the  woarld.  In  &ct,  however  Bavage  a  society 
maj  be,  it  certainly  must  be  composed  of  the  two  sexes;  and 
it  w  at  least  probate  that  the  males  will  sometimes  amuse 
tliemselTes  by  courting  the  femalps,  and  sometimes  by  fight- 
ing with  each  other,  either  from  riTaby,  or  from  ambition,  or 
from  the  mere  homonr  and  gloiy  oi  producing  destruction. 
Love  and  wax,  therefore,  to  whioh  perhaps  we  may  add  the 
hopes  and  fears  suggested  by  sapefstitum,  will  afford  the  first 
thanes  for  the  efforts  of  infiint  language;  and  as  every  lan- 
guage must  be  composed  of  sounds  yarying  in  quantity,  or  in 
accent,  or  susceptible  of  alliteration,  or  distinguishable  into 
pauses  by  the  recurrence  of  rhyme,  all  of  which  expedients 
afford  the  means  of  fixing  a  series  of  short  sentences  in  the 
memory,  it  is  not  easy  to  conceive  a  nation  which  does  not 
possess  some  rudiments  of  poetry.  Verse,  therefore,  is  ante- 
rior to  prose,  because  our  passions  are  anterior  to  reason  and 
judgment;  because  vocal  sounds  are  tiie  natural  expressions 
of  emotion,  not  of  reflection;  and  because  the  analysis  of 
thought  is  the  result  of  long  abstraction.  It  is  true  that  the 
poet,  during  the  progress  of  civilization,  may  assist  in  pro- 
moting not  only  the  beauty  but  tiie  accuracy  of  language,  by 
the  vivid  illustration  of  metaphor,  and  by  mce  distinctions  in 
the  shades  of  expression :  but  admitting  that  such  a  poetical 
spirit  is  to  be  found  in  the  Danish  Scalds,  it  does  not  follow 
that  it  was  or  could  be  transmitted  to  the  Norman  minstrels. 
It  must  be  remembered  that  the  Romance  tongue  was,  in 
its  origin,  a  corruption  of  the  Liatin,  and  required  nothing 
more  for  the  purpose  of  adapting  it  to  every  species  of  compo- 
sition than  a  nearer  assimilation  to  its  parent  language,  which, 
from  frequent  use  in  the  most  fiuniliar  intercourse  of  letters, 
as  well  as  in  all  l^al  contracts,  had  gradually  adopted  a 
grammar  perfectly  analogous  to  that  of  the  colloquial  dialects 
of  Europe.  We  should  therefore  expect  to  see  this  improve- 
ment, so  soon  as  the  learned,  that  is  to  say,  the  clergy,  should 
find  ^emselves  interested  in  opening  to  the  illiterate,  through 
the  medium  of  the  vulgar  tongue,  those  stores  of  literature  to 
which  they  alone  had  access.  Now  it  is  difficidt  to  imagine  a 
concurrence  of  drcumstanoes  more  likely  to  excite  this  inte- 
rest, than  that  which  took  place  towards  the  close  of  the 
.eleventh  and  the  commencemoit  of  the  twelfth  century.  It 
was  then  that  the  madnfMW  of  pilgrimage,  which  had  long  pre- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


HlSTOmT  07  XXVSTSELSY.  11 

vtikd  tmaog  the  Noimaas^  and  had  caoeried,  in  10G4,  a  bodf 
of  mteaky  thouaand  fanatiwt  into  the  Holy  Land,  became  qn- 
demici^  tfarouj^ioat  Eoit^,  md  produoed  the  first  cniaade 
(in  1096)^  which,  by  piacnig  a  Chriatian  prinee  on  the  throne 
of  Jeruaalem,  led  the  way  to  a  long  saooesaion  of  these  holy 


may  have  been  the  means  employed  by  Peter 
the  Hennity  and  afterwaids  by  St,  Bernard,  to  excite  a  spirit 
of  enthusiasm,  whidi  was,  in  various  ways,  so  beneficial  to 
the  ehuidi,  it  was  evidently  important  that  the  clergy  in 
general  should  be  fomisfaed  with  the  means  of  enforcing,  as 
widely  as  possible,  the  most  persoasiTe  aigmnents  in  its 
finronr;  and  consequently  that  the  yolgar  tongue  should 
beeoBie  a  principal  object  of  clerical  attention.  Since,  there- 
fine,  the  earliest  French  compositioDs  which  we  possess  are 
generally,  if  not  Qniversally,  translations;  and  since  their 
anthocs,  when  not  distinguished  by  any  ecclesiastical  titles, 
naoally  qualify  themselves  l^  the  appellation  of  elenm^  a  name 
expressive  of  their  pretensions  to  some  erudition;  it  seems 
nmeasonahle  to  assign,  without  any  authority,  to  an  unlearned 
elass  of  men,  the  anterior  invention  of  works  of  fiction ;  a 
species  of  composition  which  may  be  termed  the  luxury  of 
literature,  usually  growing  oat  of  and  indicating  a  large  pre- 
vious stock  of  necessary  and  useful  learning. 

The  following  may  perhaps  be  accepted  as  a  tolerable  sum- 
mary of  the  hii^ry  of  the  minstrels.  It  appears  likely  that 
ihey  were  carried  by  RoUo  into  France,  where  they  probably 
introduced  a  certain  number  of  their  native  traditions ;  those, 
finr  instance,  relating  to  Ogier  le  Danois,  and  other  northern 
heroes,  who  were  afterwards  enlisted  into  the  tales  of  chivalry; 
but  that,  being  depived  of  the  mythology  of  their  original 
rdi^ion,  and  cramped  perhaps,  as  well  Ir^  the  sober  spirit  of 
CSuistianity,  as  by  the  imperfection  of  a  language  whose  tame- 
ness  was  utterly  inapplicable  to  the  sublime  obscurity  of  their 
native  poetry,  they  were  obliged  to  adopt  various  modes  of 
amusing,  and  to  unite  the  talents  of  the  mimic  and  the  juggler, 
as  a  eonqiensaticA  for  the  defects  of  the  musician  and  poet. 
Their  musical  skill,  however,  if  we  may  judge  from  the 
nmnber  of  their  instruments,  of  which  very  formidable  cata- 
logues are  to  be  fbund  in  every  description  of  a  royal  festival, 
may  not  have  be^i  contemptible;  and  their  poetry,  even 
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though  confined  to  short  oompositionB,  wos  not  likely  to  be 
Toid  of  interest  to  their  hearers,  while  employed  on  the  topics 
of  flattery  or  satire.  Their  rewards  were  certainly,  in  some 
cases,  enormous,  and  prove  the  esteem  in  which  they  were 
held;  though  this  may  be  partly  ascribed  to  the  general  thirst 
after  amusement,  and  the  difficulty  experienced  by  the  great 
in  dissipating  the  tediousness  of  life ;  so  that  the  gift  of  three 
parishes  in  Gloucestershire,  assigned  by  William  the  Ck)n. 
queror  for  the  support  of  his  joctdator,  may  perhaps  be  a  less 
accurate  measure  of  the  minstrel's  accomplishments  than  of 
the  monarch's  power  and  of  liie  insipidity  of  his  court. 

To  the  talents  already  enumerated  the  minstrels  added, 
soon  after  the  birth  of  French  literature,  the  important  occu- 
pation of  the  diseur  or  declaimer.  Perhaps  the  declamation  of 
metrical  compositions  might  have  required,  during  their  first 
state  of  impmection,  some  kind  of  chant,  and  even  the  assis- 
tance of  some  musical  instruments,  to  supply  the  deficiencies 
of  the  measure;  perhaps  the  aids  of  gesture  and  pantomime* 
may  have  been  necessary  to  relieve  the  monotony  of  a  long 
recitation:  but  at  aU  events  it  is  evident,  that  an  author  who 
wrote  for  the  public  at  large,  during  the  eleventh,  twelfth,  and 
thirteenth  centuries,  was  not  less  dependent  for  his  success  on 
the  minstrels,  than  a  modem  writer  of  tragedy  or  comedy  on 
the  players  of  the  present  day.  A  copyist  might  multiply 
manuscripts  for  the  supply  of  convent-libraries ;  but  while 
ecclesiastics  alone  were  able  to  read,  there  was  no  access  to 
the  ears  of  a  military  nobility,  without  the  intervention  of  a 
body  of  men  who  travelled  in  every  direction,  and  who  were 
everywhere  welcomed  as  the  promoters  of  mirth  and  convi- 
viality. 

The  next  step  was  easy.  Being  compelled  to  a  frequent 
exercise  of  their  talent  in  extemporaneous  compositions,  the 
minstrels  were  probably,  like  the  improvisatori  of  Italy,  at 
least  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  more  learned  writers,  in  the 
merely  mechanical  parts  of  poetry;  they  were  also  better 
judges  of  the  public  taste.  By  the  progress  of  translation  they 
became  the  depositaries  of  nearly  aU  the  knowledge  of  the  age, 

*  The  minstrels  are  not  unfrequently  called  mtmt.  Ordericns  Vitalis, 
describing  a  contemporary  character,  says,  "  Erat  enim  in  militia  promp- 
tosi  in  dando  nimis  prodigus,  gaudens  ludis  et  loxibus,  mimU,  equU,  et 
eanibus^  aliupte  At^jtumoU  vanitatibus"  p.  598. 
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which  was  oommitted  to  their  memory:  it  was  natural,  there- 
fore, that  they  should  form  a  variety  of  new  comhinations 
from  the  numerous  materials  in  their  possession;  and  it  will 
he  shown  hereafter,  that  many  of  our  most  popular  romances 
were  most  prohably  brought  by  their  efforts  to  the  state  in 
which  we  now  see  them.  This  was  the  most  splendid  sra  of 
their  history,  and  seems  to  have  comprehended  the  latter  part 
of  the  twelfth  and  perhaps  the  whole  of  the  thirteenth  century. 
After  that  time,  from  the  general  progress  of  instruction,  the 
number  of  readers  began  to  increase;  and  the  metrical 
romances  were  insensibly  supplanted  by  romances  in  prose, 
whose  monotony  neither  requu^  nor  could  derive  much  assis- 
tance from  the  art  of  declamation.  The  visits  of  the  minstrels 
had  been  only  periodical,  and  generally  confined  to  the  great 
festivals  of  the  year;  but  the  resources,  such  as  they  were,  of 
the  ponderous  prose-legend  were  always  accessible.  Thus 
be^n  the  decline  of  a  body  of  men,  whose  complete  degrada- 
tion seems  to  have  been  the  subsequent  result  of  their  own 
vices.  During  the  period  of  their  success,  they  had  most 
impudently  abused  the  credulity  of  the  public;  but  it  is  a 
whimsical  fact,  that  the  same  &bles  which  were  discredited 
while  in  verse,  were  again,  on  their  transfusion  into  prose, 
received  without  suspicion.  It  should  seem  that  falsehood  is 
generally  safe  from  detection,  when  concealed  under  a  suffi- 
cient cloak  of  dulness. 
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SECTION  n. 


Flnt  Romanoes  merely  Metrical  Histories.— Origin  of  Romantic  Fictioo 
ascribed  by  Bishop  Percy  to  the  Northern  Nations — ^by  Mr.  Warton  to 
the  Arabians — ^by  others  attributed  to  the  Celtic  Tribes  of  Armorica, 
Wales,  &c. — Attempt  to  reconcile  these  Opinkms. — ^Probability  tliat 
the  fint  French  Romanoes  were  written  in  England. — Avthoritifli  hi 
■npport  of  this  Snppofiti<m. 

The  opinioDB  deHrered  in  the  preceding  section  would  per- 
haps require  for  their  confirmation  a  regular  analysis  of  the 
state  of  French  literature  during  the  latter  half  of  ihe  twelfth 
ooitury;  but  as  this  has  been  accurately  made  by  La  Bavail- 
l^re*  and  the  Abb^  de  la  Hae,t  it  will  be  sufficient  in  this 
place  to  state,  that  nearly  all  the  romances  of  that  period 
which  still  exist,  comprehending  the  various  works  of  Wace, 
Benoit  de  St.  More,  Alexandre  de  Paris,  and  others  cited  by 
Eanchet,  profess  to  be  chronicles  or  true  histories,  and  are 
known  to  have  been  translated  or  imitated  from  the  Latin. 
Thus,  for  instance,  Wace's  Brut  was  a  version  of  Geoffiev  of 
Monmouth ;  le  Roman  d' Alexandre,  of  the  Vita  Alexandn  by 
Gautier  de  Tlsle;  Benoit's  Trojan  War  was  imitated  from 
Dictys  CretensiB  and  others;  and  the  romances  respecting 
Charlemagne  are  perhaps  copied,  in  part,  fix>m  the  Latin  Chro- 
nicle of  the  imaginary  Turpin. 

The  mode  of  translation  adopted  by  these  early  romancers 
was  indeed  rather  licentious,  as  they  were  satisfied  with 
giving  the  substance  of  the  story  as  intelligibly  as  they  could, 
reserving  to  themselves  the  liberty  of  contracting  what  they 
:  thought  too  difi\ise,  of  omitting  what  they  considered  as  unne- 
cessary, and  of  enlarging  such  passages  as  appeared  most 
important.  But  they  were  generally  attentive  to  the  style  of 
their  original,  and  seldom  lost  an  opportunity  of  enriching 

^  Reyol.  de  la  Langne  Franfoise,  &c.  prefixed  to  an  edition  of  the 
Chansons  dn  Roi  de  Navarre, 
t  ^  Archcolo^i  vol.  zii.  pp.  50  and  297* 
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work  by  an  eiaet  imitatiQn  of  tlie  mort  gmdyand 
splendid  descriptions  which  they  found  in  their  way;  so  dnt 
it  wonid  often  be  easy  to  trace  them,  even  in  Ifaeir  oom^a- 
tioBS,  by  a  oomparisoa  of  tike  style  of  the  Latin  autiiora  wBom 
they  ccmsulted.  For  instanae,  M.  de  la  Rue,  speaking  of 
fienoit,  says,  "The  author  often  presents  ns  with  certain  tvns 
a^  images  which  are  truly  poetical.  Of  this  an  idea  may  be 
fivmed  bjr  his  deseription  of  spring,  at  tiie  beginni&g  of  wmch 
Hollo  quitted  England  finr  Neostria  * 

Quant  li  i^ers  fa  trepassez, 
Vint  H  duls  tens,  e  ii  estes ; 
Yenta  Tanre  sueve  et  quoie, 
Chanta  li  merles  et  la  treie; 
Bois  reverdirNit  e  preal, 
E  geut  florirent  li  ramel ; 
Panit  la  rose  burai  oknz, 
E  altre  flots  de  maint  semblang."* 

Now  Dudo  of  St.  Quentin,  in  relating  the  same  erent, 
we&ces  his  account  by  a  description  very  nearly  shnikr. 
His  words  are :  "  Cum  autem  primss  aastatis  tempore,  mtilan^ 
txum  molHter  florum  arrideret  eopia,  purpureisque  bhUtis 
kctea  et  odorifera  alberent  HHa,  memor  semper  Tisftonis 
monentis  ad  Franciam  proHcisci,  [BoUo]  classibus  velis  datis, 
navem  conscendit."! 

It  may  perhaps  be  proper  to  obserre  in  this  place,  that 
among  the  poems  attributed  to  Waoe  by  the  Abbe  de  la  Rue 
is  one  (le  Chevalier  au  lion)  which  Mr.  Bitson  pronounces  to 
be  the  original  of  Tyaiz.  and  Gawain.  If  this  be  true,];  as  it 
abounds  with  an  unusual  number  of  marvellous  adventures, 
though  its  actors  be  personages  who  were  formerly  supposed 
to  bdong  to  real  history,  it  may  perhaps  be  oonsidered  as 
belonging  to  an  inteimediate  dass  between  the  earliest,  which 
may  be  called  the  historical  romances,  and  the  purely  fabu- 

*  ArobaeoLr  voL  xii.  p.  315. 

t  Script  Norm.  ap.  Dncheiiie,  p.  73. 

t  TUs  romanoe  is  oomcdy  rappoied  by  Fandiet  to  Lave  been  written 
by  Cbietieii  de  Troyes.  Hie  nme  poet  is  said  to  baTo  composed  tbe 
8aaci^»  tbe  Cberalier  A  TBp^  (tbough  this  is  probably  a  mistake),  La 
Gbaistte^fte.    Me tomhsd absiU U90. 
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Ions  romanoes  oompoBed  by  the  minstrels  in  the  thirteenth 
century. 

Havine  thus  far  attempted  to  trace  the  progress  of 
romance-literature  in  general,  we  may  now  prooeed  to  inquire 
more  particularly  into  that  class  of  compositions  which  has 
furnished  to  the  Italians  a  new  and  splendid  species  of  epic 
poetry,  and  which  afforded,  even  in  the  ruder  hands  of  our 
Norman  ancestors,  many  ingenious  attempts  at  something  like 
an  epic  fieible. 

Various  theories  have  been  proposed  for  the  purpose  of 
explaining  the  origin  of  romantic  fiction,  which  has  been  sue- 
cessively  ascribed  to  the  Scandinavians,  to  the  Arabians,  and 
to  the  Armoricans,  while  some  authors  have  supposed  it  to  be 
of  Proven9al,  and  others  of  Noiman  invention.  Bishop  Percy, 
to  whose  elegant  taste  we  arc  indebted  for  the  *'  Reliques  of 
Ancient  English  Poetry,*'  the  most  agreeable  selection,  per- 
hape,  which  exists  in  any  language,  has  prefixed  to  his  thht? 
volume  a  short  but  masterly  dissertation,  in  which  he  assigns 
to  the  Scalds  the  honour  of  having  produced  the  earliest  spe- 
cimens in  this  mode  of  composition.  He  observes  that  these 
poets,  the  historians  of  the  north,  as  the  Bards  were  of  Gaul 
and  Britain,  continued  for  a  time  the  faithful  depositaries 
of  their  domestic  annals;  but  that  at  a  subsequent  period, 
when  history  was  consi^ed  to  plain  prose,  thev  gradually 
attempted  to  '^  set  off  their  recitals  by  such  marvellous  fictions 
as  were  calculated  to  captivate  gross  and  ignorant  minds. 
Hius  began  stories  of  adventures  with  giants,  and  dragons, 
and  witches,  and  enchanters,  and  all  the  monstrous  extrava- 
gances of  wild  imagination,  imguided  by  judgment  and  uncor- 
rected by  art."  He  contends  that  the  vital  spirit  of  chivalry, 
its  enthusiastic  valour,  its  love  of  adventure,  and  its  extra- 
vagant  courtesy,  are  to  be  found  in  the  Scaldic  songs;  that 
these  characteristic  qualities  existed  in  the  manners  of  the 
northern  nations  long  before  the  establishment  of  knighthood 
as  a  regular  order ;  that  the  superstitions  opinions  of  these 
people,  respecting  £uries  and  other  pretematimd  beings,  were 
extremely  analogous  to  the  later  fictions  of  romance ;  that  the 
migration  of  a  certain  number  of  Scalds  into  France,  as  attend- 
ants on  Hollo's  army,  is  at  least  extremely  probable;  and 
that,  since  the  first  mention  of  the  stories  of  chivaliy  occurs 
in  the  song  of  a  Norman  minstrel  at  the  battle  of  Hastings, 
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this  filiation  of  romanoe  is  equally  consonant  to  history  and  to 
probahility. 

The  ovlif  rational  objection,  perhaps,  which  can  be  addnoed 
against  tins  system  is,  that  it  is  too  exdusive.  The  History 
of  Cliarlemagne,  it  is  true,  appears  to  have  been  very  early  in 
fiiTonr  with  the  Normans,  becanse  the  song  of  Bollo  certainly, 
and  that  of  St.  William  very  possibly,  were  anterior  to  the 
conquest;  and  it  is  also  likely  that  these  and  other  fisgments 
of  traditional  poetry  may  have  contributed  the  principal  mate- 
rials of  those  longer  works  which,  at  a  much  later  period, 
formed  the  regular  romances  of  B^enaud  de  Montauban,  Fie- 
rabras,  Otuel,  t'erragus,  and  the  other  heroes  of  Charlemagne. 
But  this  does  not  account  for  the  much  more  numerous  and 
popular  fictions  concerning  Arthur  and  his  knights,  which 
occupy  not  only  so  many  of  the  romances,  but  also  of  the  lays 
and  fiibliaux,  of  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth  centuries,  and  are 
evidently  derived,  as  the  learned  editor  very  candidly  acknow* 
ledges,  from  a  different  source.  Besides,  tnough  the  manners 
of  chivalry,  as  exhibited  in  the  Bolands  and  Olivers,  are 
common  to  the  Launcelots  and  Tristrams,  nothing  can  be 
more  opposite  than  the  morals  of  the  heroines;  and  the  fitiil- 
ties  of  an  Ysenlt  or  a  Guenever  afford  a  lamentable  contrast 
to  the  severe  chastity  of  a  northern  beauty.  But  surely,  in 
surveying  a  system  of  fictions  in  which  love  and  war  axe  the 
chief  agents,  it  is  impossible  to  abstract  our  attention  alto- 
gether from  the  delineations  of  female  character. 

We  must  confess,  however,  that  Bishop  Percy  has  fidrly 
traced  one  dass  of  romantic  fictions  to  the  traditional  songs 
of  the  Norman  minstrels.  These  songs,  as  it  is  supposed,  are 
now  lost;  but  it  is  not  impossible  that  some  of  them  may  yet 
be  detected  among  the  very  miscellaneous  contents  of  our 
early  manuscripts.  Le  Grand  has  prefixed  to  the  &bliau  of 
"L^  trois  Chevaliers  et  la  Chemise,"  a  firagment  which 
breathes  the  genuine  spirit  of  the  Gothic  odes;  and  which, 
whether  it  be  an  original  or  translated  from  some  northern 
saga,  evinces  that  the  Normans  continued  to  preserve,  during 
at  least  two  centuries,  a  fondness  for  the  peculiar  poetiy  of 
their  ancestors.  The  fragment  here  alluded  to  has  been  trans* 
lated  by  Way  under  the  title  of  *«  The  Gentle  Bachelor." 

The  second  hypothesis  has  been  adopted  by  Warton,  who, 
not  contented  with  referring  to  the  Arabians  the  many 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


*18  IKTBODUCTION. 

f  cbuiges  in  Europeaa  mannere  which' took  pLioe  about  the  time 
of  the  crusades,  has  attempted,  in  a  long  and  laboured  disser- 
tiUaon,  to  prove  that  the  same  people  hid  laid  the  foundations 
jof  these  changes  at  a  much  earlier  period,  by  their  conquest 
of  Spain  in  the  eighth  century.  He  supposes  that  their  opi- 
.nioiis  found  an  entry  into  France  through  the  ports  of  Toulon 
•and  Marseilles,  whence  they  travelled  (probably  by  land)  into 
Itaiy.  In  the  same  manner  they  might  get  to  Britany,  though 
aftsr  a  long  journey,  and  being  received  with  peculiar  kind- 
ness in  that  province,  would  find  an  easy  passage  to  Wales. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  examine  at  any  length  the  merits  of 
a  theory,  of  which  the  substance  has  been  ably  refuted  by 
Bishop  Percy  in  the  later  editions  of  his  essay.  Yet,  although 
Warton  has  carried  to  an  extravagant  len^  the  supposed 
influence  of  Arabian  invention,  and  though  he  is  often  misled 
by  fimciful  analogies,  we  must  not  infer,  with  a  modem 
•critie,*  that  his  opinions  are  totally  unfounded.  K  Gerbert 
(afterwards  Pope  Sylvester  II.)  intzoduced  the  Arabic  nume- 
ids  into  France,  at  least  a  century  before  the  crusades,  and, 
having  by  his  wonderful  skill  in  mechanics,  acquired  in  Spain, 
composed  a  clock,  was  therefore  considered  as  a  magician;  if 
judicial  astrology,  a  science  of  Arabian  invention,  was  about 
idle  same  time  generally  disseminated  through  Europe;  if  the 
ifRaetice  of  medicine,  to  which  we  have  so  many  aUusions  in 
ov  early  romances,  was  exclusively  taught  in  the  Saracen 
schools, — ^it  cannot  be  absurd  to  suppose  that  the  opinions  and 
prejudices  of  mankind  were  considerably  modifi^  by  these 
sdences;  that  they  may  have  had  some  influence  on  literaturo 
as  well  as  on  manners;  and  that  the  innovations  in  both  were 
^anterior  to  the  crusades.  The  first  of  these  &natical  expe- 
ditions was  undertaken,  not  against  the  Arabian  cali&,  but 
against  the  Turcoman  usurpers  of  their  authority ;  and  so  long 
as  the  descendants  of  Mahomet  retained  their  power,  the  com- 
mercial as  well  as  the  devotional  intercourse  between  Europe 
and  the  Saracen  dominions  was  easy  and  uninterrupted  Such 
an  intercourse  has  usually  some  effect  on  the  manners  of  men. 
Periuips,  too,  it  would  be  no  disparagement  to  the  learned 
professors  of  medicitte,  who  were  principally  Jews,  to  con- 
jecture that  they  might  have  employed  some  intervals  of 

*  See  KItion't  Dinartition  ottB4miinoe  and  Mhi4trdqr»  peeiim. 
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r-stody  in  aoquirxng,  and  mig^t  oeeasionally  8oo£he  the 
B  of  their  patients  by  reciting,  Arabian  tales  of  amnse- 
at.  A  coHection  of  such  tales,  we  know,  compiled  by 
Febns  Alfcmsus,  a  converted  Jew,*  was  published  m  Latin 
the  title  c^  ^  deriealis  Disciplina,"  early  in  the  twelfth 
and  translated,  perhaps  about  the  close  of  the  same 
onder  the  title  of  ''  I«  CSastoiement  d'un  P^  d  son 
Ffls;"  and  it  is  by  no  means  improbable  that  many  more 
ftfalianxf  may  have  been  borrowed  from  the  same  nation. 

The  third  hypothesis,  which  supposes  Britany  to  be  the 
native  country  A  romantic  fiction,  has  been,  with  some  modi- 
iieations,  adopted  by  Leyden  in  his  very  able  Introduction 
to  the  ^'Gomplaynt  of  Scotland;"  and  has  the  advantage  of 
being  free  from  liie  objections  which  have  been  made  to  the 
'fseceding  theories.  Similarity  of  language  proves  the  similar 
origin  of  the  Armoricans,  and  of  the  natives  of  this  island; 
and  the  British  historians,  such  as  they  are,  affirm  that  a  large 
490lony  of  frigitives  from  Saxon  tyranny  took  refuge  in  Britany^ 
and  carried  with  them  such  of  their  archives  as  had  escaped 
the  furj  of  their  conquerors.  The  Nonnan  poets  themsdves 
frequently  profess  to  have  derived  their  stories  frx>m  a  Breton 
ordinal;  a^  their  positive  testimony  seems  sufficient  to  prove 
tiMt  the  memory  of  Arthur  and  his  knights  was  preserved  in 
Aimorica  no  less  than  in  Wales  and  Cornwall.  With  respect 
to  the  tales  of  Charlemagne  and  his  imaginary  peers,  unless 
we  suppose  them  to  have  been  imported  by  the  Normans  from 


*  See  Appendix,  No.  I. 

f  The  words  romanj  fabliaUf  and  laij  are  so  often  used  indifferently 
by  tfie  old  French  writers,  that  it  is  difficult  to  lay  down  any  positive  rule 
fur  diummtnating  between  them.  But  I  believe  that  the  word  roman 
pacticiilarly  applies  to  such  works  as  were  supposed  to  be  strictly  histo* 
licaL  Such  are  the  romances  of  Arthur,  Charlemagne,  Alexander,  The 
Trojan  War,  &c.  The/abliatur  were  generally  stories  supposed  to  have 
been  invented  for  the  purpose  of  illustrating  some  moral ;  or  real  anec- 
dotes capable  of  heing  so  applied.  The  /at,  according  to  Le  Grand, 
eUeiy  differed  from  the  fabliaux,  in  being  interspersed  with  musical  inter- 
faidea;  but  I  suqiect  that  they  were  generally  translations  from  the  British. 
The  word  is  saiid  to  be  derived  firoiai  kudut;  but  laoi  seems  to  be  the 
geaeral  name  of  a  class  of  Irish  metrical  compositions,  as  *'  Laoi  na 
Sdlge"  and  others,  quoted  by  Walker  (Hist.  Mem.  of  Irish  Bards),  and 
it  may  be  doubted  whether  the  word  was  not  formerly  common  tQ  the 
Wdsh  and  Armoriovi  dialeots. 

0  2 
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Seandinayia,  we  must  refer  tbem  to  Britanj;  becanfle  the 
Bretons  were  the  first  people  of  Franee  with  whom  the  Nor- 
mans had  any  friendly  intercom^e,  their  province  having  been 
attached  as  a  sort  of  fief  to  Normandy  at  the  first  settlement 
of  that  duchy  imder  Rollo.  It  is  not  improbable,  as  I  have 
already  mentioned,  that  a  mutual  exchange  of  traditions  may 
have  introduced  Ogier  and  other  Danish  heroes  to  the  court 
of  Charlemagne;  and  perhaps  a  similar  commerce  between 
the  bards  of  Wales  and  Britany  may  have  given  to  Arthur  his 
Sir  Launcelot  and  other  French  worthies.  The  supposition 
that  some  traditional  anecdotes  concerning  these  two  princes 
of  romance  were  already  current  among  the  Normans,  would 
exphiin  the  fitciHty  with  which  the  very  suspicious  chronicles 
of  Geoffirey  and  Turpin  were  received,  and  the  numerous 
amplifications  by  which  they  were,  after  their  transktion  into 
French,  almost  munediately  embellished. 

The  reader  will  perceive  that  the  preceding  systems  are  by 
no  means  incompatible,  and  that  there  is  no  absurdity  in  sup- 
posing that  the  scenes  and  characters  of  our  romantic  histories 
were  very  generally,  though  not  exclusively,  derived  from  the 
Bretons,  or  from  the  Welsh  of  this  island;  that  much  of  the 
colouring,  and  perhaps  some  particular  adventures,  may  be  of 
Scandinavian  origin;  and  that  occasional  episodes,  together 
with  part  of  the  machinerjr,  may  have  been  borrowed  from  the 
Arabians.  In  &ct,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  critics,  in 
their  survey  of  Gothic  literature,  as  well  as  of  Gothic  archi- 
tecture, have  too  hastily  hud  recourse  to  a  single  hypothesis, 
for  the  purpose  of  explaining  the  probable  origin  of  forms 
and  proportions  which  appeared  unusual,  and  of  ornaments 
which  were  thought  to  arise  from  a  wild  and  capricious  fancy : 
and  in  both  cases  it  will  perhaps  be  found  that  invention  is 
often  nothing  more  than  accidental  association,  and  that  what 
has  been  attributed  to  originality  of  design,  was  only  the 
result  of  an  awkward  attempt  to  combine  incongruous  mate- 
rials. The  first  writers  of  romance  were  copyists  and  trans- 
lators; the  trouveursy  their  successors,  as  the  name  literally 
implies,  were  simply  ^nders,  and  used  all  that  they  foimd, 
without  cai*ing  whence  it  was  gleaned,  or  much  troubling 
themselves  about  the  usual  restraints  of  chronology  or  geo- 
graphy. That  theory,  therefore,  which  is  the  most  com- 
prehensive, and  which  embraces  all  the  avenues  of  informa* 
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tion  to  which  the  writers  of  the  twelfth  century  can  be  sap' 
posed  to  have  had  access,  has,  so  &r,  the  greatest  appearance 
ofprobabilitj. 

But  before  we  adopt  this  or  any  other  hypothesis,  it  will  be 
proper  to  satisfy  ourselves  respecting  the  country  which  pro- 
duced the  first  romances;  because  the  materials  employed  in 
their  construction  are  likely  to  have  depended  very  much  on 
tiie  feelings  and  prejudices  of  the  persons  who  used  them. 

It  is  certainly  natural  to  assume,  in  the  first  instance,  that 
whatever  is  French  must  have  been  written  in  France;  but 
such  an  assumption  with  respect  to  the  period  which  has 
hitherto  engaged  our  attention,  when  the  same  language  was 
spoken  at  the  courts  of  Paris  and  London,  would  be  very 
problematical  without  Ihe  support  of  some  direct  evidence. 
We  know  that  Alexandre  de  Bemay,  a  Norman,  wrote  at 
Paris ;  but  that  Benoit,  who  prides  himself  on  being  a  French- 
man, wrote  in  England :  we  know  also,  from  the  confession  of 
the  poets  themselves,  that  profit  was,  at  least  as  much  as 
fiune,  the  object  of  their  pursuit;  and  it  is  reasonable  to  con- 
clude that  writers  flocked  in  greatest  nimiber  to  the  court 
where  they  were  most  in  request,  and  were  likely  to  be  most 
liberally  rewarded.  Now  it  is  evident  that  the  Dukes  of  Nor- 
mandy, when  possessed  of  the  crown  of  England,  were  incom- 
parably moro  wealthy,  though  not  in  the  same  proportion 
more  powerfiil,  than  the  contemporary  Kings  of  France;  and 
it  may  be  presumed  that  the  crowd  of  candidates  for  their 
patronage  was,  consequently,  much  moro  numerous.  Our 
Henry  ^e  Second  possessed,  in  right  of  his  father,  Maine, 
Aiijoa,  and  Touraine;  in  right  of  his  wife  Eleanor,  divorced 
hv  Louis  le  Jeune,  the  countries  of  Poitou  and  Chiienne ;  in 
Tight  of  his  mother  Matilda,  Normandy  and  England;  and  his 
power  in  the  latter,  the  most  valuable  part  of  his  dominions, 
was  paramount  and  uncontroUcd,  while  Louis  was  surrounded 
by  powerful  and  rival  vassals.  We  aro  theroforo  justified  in' 
suspecting  that  the  courts  of  our  Norman  soveroigns,  rather 
than  those  of  the  longs  of  France,  produced  the  birth  of 
romance  literature;  and  this  suspicion  is  confirmed  by  the. 
testimony  of  three  French  writers,  whose  authority  is  the 
more  conclusive,  because  they  have  formed  their  opinion  from 
sevwrate  and  independent  promises. 

The  first  of  these  is  M.  de  la  Bavailldro.    In  his  Essay  on 
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Ihe  Revolutions  of  the  French  Language,  a  work  of  cooedder. 
able  learning,  supported  by  original  authorities,  whose  words 
he  almost  constanUy  quotes,  he  distinctly  asserts  that  the  pre-^ 
tended  patronage  of  the  French  princes  anterior  to  Philippe 
Augnste  had  no  visible  e£Eect  on  their  domestic  literature; 
that  while  so  many  poets  were  entertained  at  the  courts  of 
the  Anglo-Norman  princes,  no  one  can  be  traced  to  that  of 
Louis  le  Jeune;  that  the  chronicles  of  Britain  and  Normandy, 
the  subjects  chosen  by  Wace  and  his  contemporaries,  were 
not  likely  to  interest  the  French;  but  that  ''the  esteem  in 
idiich  the  kings  of  England  held  the  French  language  was 
likely  to  be  soon  communicated  to  the  Court  of  France."* 

The  second  authority  is  M.  le  Comte  de  Tressan,  a  writer 
periiaps  of  no  deep  research,  but  whose  good  taste  is  con- 
clusive on  points  of  internal  evidence.  In  his  preface  to  the 
prose  romance  of  ''  La  Fleur  des  Batailles "  (one  of  these 
reljiijng  to  Charlemagne)  he  says,  '*  The  style  and  charaeter 
<tf  these  romances  1^  us  to  think  that  they  were  composed 
at  the  court  of  the  English  kings  descended  from  William  the 
Conqueror.  We  find,  in  those  of  the  round  table,  a  marked' 
affectation  of  dwelling  on  every  thing  which  can  contribute 
to  the  glory  of  the  throne  and  court  of  England,  whose  princes 
and  kmghts  always  play  the  chief  and  most  brilliant  port  in 
the  piece.  Indeed,  we  cannot  behold  without  some  senti- 
ments of  indignation^  the  greatest  of  mankind  degraded'  far 
below  the  rai^  which  he  occupies  in  real  history.  Charle- 
magne's character  in  romance  is  often  unworthy  of  the  hero. 
We  see  him  almost  without  authority  in  his  court,  and  unable 
to  take  a  single  step  without  the  consent  of  his  twelve  peers. 
Yet  we  learn  from  history  that  never  was  prince  more  aiMO- 
hite  than  Chariemagne.  We  must  therefore  distinguish,  in 
these  romances,  two  different  eras  as  well  as  characters :  the 
Jlrst  is  that  of  their  con^siiion  in  veree,  during  the  rei§D»Qf 
William's  successors,  princes  always  interested  in  casting  a 
shade  over  the  splendour  of  the  French  court  and  monarefy: 
the  second  is  that  when  these  romances,  reduced  ui  prose, 
were  accommodated  to  the  opinions  subsisting  at  the  tune  of 

*  Mais  restime  qne  lea  Rote  d'Angleterre,  maitres  de  la  Normandie, 
treat  de  notre  laqfoe,  diit  Uentdt  ptner  &  U  Coar  de  Fnmoe.  Vol*  i.' 
p.  157. 
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Iheir  refabricaium.** — ^Thirdly,  the  AbM  de  la  Rue  may  be 
ecmsidered  as  haying  proved  the  fact,  by  pointing  out,  in 
En^ish  history,  the  persons  to  whom  the  original  poems  were 
addressed.  His  three  dissertations  on  the  Anglo-Norman 
poets,  in  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth  volumes  of  the  Archseo- 
logia,  will  convince  the  reader  that  no  man  has  studied  with 
more  attention  the  early  history  and  poetry  of  France;  and 
he  has  given  it  as  his  decided  opinion,  that  '^tV  was  from 
England  and  Normandy  that  the  French  received  thejirtt  worked 
wMeh  deserve  to  he  citaiy  in  their  language,^* 

Having  thus  narrowed  the  question,  by  removing  many  of 
the  collateral  difficulties,  we  may  now  proceed  in  our  investi- 
gation, the  minuteness  and  prolixity  of  which  it  is  hoped  the 
reader  will  pardon,  because  the  change  which  we  are  endea* 
Toming  to  trace  was  insensible  at  the  time  of  its  taking  place, 
and,  being  therefore  incapable  of  receiving  direct  historical 
evidence,  can  only  be  ascertained  by  circuitous  reasoning.* 

*  TVo  notioDB  of  EDis's  Introduction  are  here  omitted,  becaiue  they 
nordy  famiah  abstracta  of  Gildaa,  Nenniufl,  and  Geoffrey  of  Monmonft, 
trMMlwriona  of  which  are  indnded  in  Bohn'a  Antiquarian  Library.  On> 
the  sabieet  of  Geofirey  of  Momnonth,  the  reader  may  alio  refer  to  a  pa|Hr 
by  Mr.  Wright  in  the  ArduEoloffUi  for  1848. 
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SECTION  III. 


Inquiry  into  iht  State  of  Wales  daring  the  ekventfa,  twdfth,  and  thir- 
teenth Centuries. — Intimate  Connection  between  the  Wekh  and  Nor- 
mans. — Influence  of  this  on  Romance. — State  of  the  Welsh  Tribes 
within  the  Scottish  Border. — [Probability  that  some  original,  and  many 
translated  Romances,  were  the  work  of  Scottish  Poets.^ Conclusion. 

Although  Oeoffirey's  British  Chronicle  is  justly  r^ai'ded  as 
one  of  the  comer- stones  of  romantic  fiction,  yet  its  principal, 
if  not  sole  effect,  was  to  stamp  the  names  of  Arthur,  Merlin^ 
Kay,  and  Gawain  ivith  the  character  of  historical  veracity; 
and  thus  to  authorize  a  collection  of  all  the  fables  already 
current  respecting  these  &nciful  heroes  and  their  companions. 
For  not  one  word  is  to  be  found  in  that  compilation,  concern- 
ing Sir  Launcelot  and  his  brothers;  Sir  Tristram;  Sir  Ywain; 
Joseph  of  Arimathea  and  the  Sangreal;  the  round  table,  with 
its  perilous  seat;  and  the  various  quests  and  adventures  which 
fiU  80  many  folio  volumes.  These  were  subsequent  additions, 
but  additions  apparently  derived  from  the  same  source.  The 
names,  the  manners  of  the  heroes,  and  the  scenes  of  their 
adventures,  were  stiU  British;  and,  the  taste  for  these  strange 
traditions  continuing  to  gain  ground  durine  at  least  two  cen- 
turies, the  whole  literature  of  Europe  was  ultunatciy  mundated 
by  the  nursery-tales  of  Wales  and  Armorica,  as  it  had  for- 
merly been  by  the  mythology  of  Greece  and  Egypt. 

As  this  apparent  revolution  in  literary  taste  took  place  at  a 
time  when  the  Cymric  language  and  people  were  driven,  both 
in  this  island  and  in  France,  to  the  western  extremities  of  the 
two  countries,  it  must  perhaps  be  principally  attributed  to  a 
cause  already  mentioned;  viz.  the  early  connexion  of  tho 
Normans  with  the  people  of  Bretagne,  among  whom  they  first 
formed  their  lang^uage,  and  from  whom  they  probably  received, 
and  brought  over  with  them  to  England,  the  first  traces  of 
those  traditions  which  they  afterguards  found  in  a  more  perfect 
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state  among  the  Welsh  of  thia  island.  But  though  this  may 
be  fiiirly  received  as  a  plausible  and  likely  conjecture,  it  is 
wordi  while  to  examine  whether  the  British  nation  was, 
during  the  twelfth  centuiy,  so  insulated  and  insignificant  as 
it  has  been  generally  represented;  or  whether  there  were 
some  circumstances  in  its  political  situation  which  gave  to  it, 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Norman  conquerors  of  England,  a  degree  of 
importance  very  superior  to  that  which  could  have  resulted 
from  the  contracted  state  of  its  territory. 

Unfortunately  there  is  not  one  of  our  popular  histories  of 
England  from  which  the  reader  could  derive  any  satisfieu^tory 
assistance  in  this  inquiry.  Indeed,  it  is  chiefly  to  the 
resewches  of  Whitaker,  of  Gibbon,  and  of  Turner,  that  we 
are  indebted  for  a  rational  account  of  the  affidrs  of  Britain 
during  ^e  Saxon  era;  after  which  we  are  again  left  in 
darkness,  having  no  &;uide8  but  the  very  laconic  history  of 
Caradoc,  together  wiui  a  few  hints  from  the  Anglo-Norman 
writers  of  the  same  period.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  indus- 
trious editors  of  the  Welsh  Archflsoloffy  will  ultimately  supply 
us  with  more  abundant  materials,  and  that  some  future  histo- 
rian may  be  enabled  to  form  a  more  satisfactory  narrative  of 
events  from  the  Norman  conquest  to  the  final  subjugation  of 
Wales  by  Edward  I.; "but  in  the  mean  time,  the  little  that 
can  be  gleaned  respectinff  a  subject  hitherto  so  much  neglected, 
will  perhaps  be  thought  worth  collecting.  A  few  short 
remarks  on  the  antecedent  period  may  be  convenient  to  some 
readers,  by  saving  them  me  trouble  of  a  reference  to  the 
authorities  already  mentioned. 
'  It  has  been  generally  believed  that  the  Britons  became  inde- 
pendent of  Rome  about  the  year  410,  and  that,  when  aban- 
doned to  their  own  efforts,  thev  were  perfectly  equal  to  their 
own  protection,  so  long  as  they  continued  in  any  degree 
unitea.  But  the  thirty  mimicipal  governments,  into  which 
they  seem  to  have  been  divided,  were  little  calcidated  to  pro- 
mote unanimity  of  council  or  of  action  in  a  people  alwa3rs 
ready  to  split  into  factions :  and  it  may  be  concluded  that  they 
soon  relapsed  into  their  ancient  habits,  and  were  separated 
into  clans,  headed  by  ambitious  chieftains  always  struggling 
with  each  other  for  a  precarious  superiority.  lue  suoc^sfiu 
inroads  of  the  Scots  and  Picts  seem  to  luive  forced  on  the 
BritoDB  the  creation  of  an  elective  dictator  or  PendragoDy  an 
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officer  appsrentiiy  known  to  their  earliest  constitation ;  bat 
when  this  dignity  also  was  seized  by  usurpation,  the  whole 
coimtry  was  plunged  into  irretrievable  anarchy.  Such  was 
the  state  of  things  at  the  first  arriyal  of  the  Saxons. 

Hengist,  whetiier  brought  to  our  shores  by  accident  or  by 
invitation,  soon  demanded  and  obtained,  as  the  reward  of  his 
services,  an  indepaident  establishment,  which  he  afterwards 
continued  to  maintain  and  increase  at  the  expense  of  tiie 
natives,  whom  his  arrogance  or  their  own  fickleness  provoked- 
to  hostilities.  From  this  period,  therefore,  the  isle  of  Thanet 
became  Saxon-land,  and  the  rest  of  the  country  Welsh-land; 
because,  as  Giraldus  Cambrensis  has  justly  observed,  the 
Teutonic  nations  always  gave  to  the  Celtic  the  denomination 
of  Welsh.  Our  island,  therefore,  was  divided,  about  the 
middle  of  the  fifth  century,  as  it  still  is,  into  two  parts,  one  of 
which  has  constantly  continued  to  increase  at  the  expense  of 
the  other,  till  their  relative  extent  and  population  have  been 
nearly  reversed. 

As  the  ultimate  success  of  the  Saxons  is  undeniable,  the 
mater  part  of  our  historians  have  neglected  to  notice  the 
slowness  of  their  progress.  Tet  it  appears  that  the  west 
xiding  of  Yorkshire  was  not  completely  subdued  till  620,  nor 
Lancashire  till  670;  more  than  two  centuries  of  bloody  war- 
fine  had  therefore  elapsed  before  the  invaders  were  able  to' 
break  the  communication  between  the  Britons  of  Wales  and 
those  of  Oamberland  and  Strathduyd.  Cadwallon,  who  was 
killed  in  681 ,  and  who  is  said  to  have  fought  against  the  Saxons 
no  less  than  fourteen  pitched  battles,  was  apparently  the  last  of 
the  Welsh  princes  who  attempted  a  regular  contest  for  victory 
in  the  open  field;  but  they  still  continued  to  harass  their 
enemies  by  a  long  and  vexatious  opposition,  adopting  the 
same  mode  of  resistance  which  was  afterwards  employed  by 
the  Scots  against  Edward  I. ;  avoiding  all  pitched  Imttles,  mt 
pouring  down  from  their  hills  with  sudden  and  unexi^eeted 
viol^ioe,  and  wasting  the  Saxon  provinces  with  frequent  and 
desultory  attadcs.  The  extensive  forests,  which  then  covered 
nearly  all  the  heights  of  the  midland  country,  insured  a  retreat 
to  the  marauding  natives,  and  afforded  "pastanuge  fat  the 
mnDerouBfloeks  smd herds  which  formed  theirprincipal  sub- 
flistenoe,  and  for  the  small  but  active  breed  of  horses  whidi 
ftmiuriied  a  formidable  cavalry.    The  Saxon  writers,  perhaps; 
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ksre  xdated  -mthout  mnoii  exf^geration  serenil  ^cpediticnff 
in  which  their  armies  penetrated  into  the  very  heart  of  Wales, 
wasting  the  oonntry  and  destroying  the  cities;  bnt  thonrii* 
liiey  conceal. in  studious  sflenoe  their  own  losses,  yet  ue 
&moo8  rampart  called  Offii's  dyke,  erected  as  late  as  ilie 
middle  of  the  eighth  century,  must  be  admitted  as  an  undeni- 
Me  testimony  to  the  predatory  actiyity  of  the  Britons.  Tbo 
contest,  however,  became  every  day  more  imequal,  because 
the  law  of  gavel-Idnd,  which  prevailed  in  Wales,  led  to  a 
eopstant  subdivision  of  power  and  tenitoiy,  whereas  the 
nunerous  Saxon  colonies  were  gradually  consolidated  into  a 
monarchy.  The  Welsh,  therefore,  were  ultimately  reduced 
to  a  suUen  acquiescence  in  the  greatness  of  their  rivals,  and 
were  even  compelled  to  pay,  as  an  acknowledgment  of  SkucoZK 
saperiority,  an  annual  tribute,  the  amount  of  which  is  fixed  in 
tliekwBofHowelDljL 

Hume  has  represented  the  Saxons,  during*  the  piogiess 
of  their  conquests,  as  exterminating  or  driving  away  Hw 
whole  British  population,  and  has  even  contend^  that  they 
were  compelled  to  do  so  for  the  security  of  their  own  sab* 
sistenee.  It  is  singular  that  this  acute  and  able  writer  should 
have  convinced  himself  by  so  strange  a  reason.  That  a  body' 
of  northern  pirates  should  have  been  unable  to  subsist  in  a* 
flourishing  Boman  colony  mthout  destroying  the  culttvatonF 
of  Uie  land;  and  that  they  should  have  found  it  expedieM^' 
while  harassed  by  continual  war&re,  to  lay  by  the  sword  and* 
to  take  the  plough  into  their  own  hands,  would  scarcely  appear 
credible  even  if  a  similar  conduct  had  been  attributed,  on  the' 
best  historical  evidence,  to  the  EraidEs  and  other  barbarous 
conquerors;  because  the  necessity  of  obtaining  recruits  by  sea 
was  a  peculiar  obstacle  to  Saxon  population.  Indeed,  a  fiiet 
ao  glaringly  absurd  could  never  have  obtained  admittance 
into  our  histoiy,  had  it  not  been  assumed  at  the  same  time'ai 
a  sdf-evident  proposition,  that  our  language  and  laws  ate 
purely  nortfaem,  and  exhibit  no  tnces  of  any  mixture  between 
llie  fijaxon  oonquexois  and  the  native  inhabitants.  But  fifis 
assumption  has,  on  examination^  been  found  to  be  fidie. 
There  are  good  reasons  for  believing,  that  some  portion  o^f 
ear  laagnage  is  ofWelrii  origin;  and,  with  respect  to  oox' 
lumf  Whitaker  has  shown  that  the  Saxon  system  of  poBq^ 
wis  grafted  itpan  that  oi  the  British,  though  eonsiderfi^ 
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modified,  so  as  to  suit  the  f^reer  and  milder  goTenmient  to 
which  thev  had  been  pieyiously  accustomed;  and  that  this 
system  underwent  very  little  change  even  at  the  Norman  con- 
quest, which  has  been  generally  considered  as  the  epocha  of 
almost  universal  innovation.  Power  and  property,  indeed, 
were  transferred  bv  that  event  into  other  hands;  but  the 
tenures  under  which  they  were  held,  ond  the  services  exacted 
as  their  price,  are  either  mentioned  by  name,  or  described 
and  defined  in  the  various  codes  of  laws  enacted  by  our 
Saxon  ancestors.  A  nearly  similar  scheme  is  seen  in  tiiat  of 
Howel  Dha,  which  is  professedly  a  collection  and  renovation 
of  the  usages  long  before  established  in  Wales;  where  the 
law  of  succession,  by  requiring  incessant  subdivisions  of  pro- 
perty, had  multiplied  the  services  of  vassalage  to  as  great  an 
extent  as  could  be  demanded  by  the  utmost  refinements  of  the 
feudal  system.  Upon  the  whole,  though  it  is  certain  that  the 
leaders  and  princes  of  Britain  defended  their  power  with 
equal  valour  and  obstinacy,  it  would  be  very  rash  to  conclude 
that  the  whole  body  of  their  subjects  prefenred  exile  or  exter- 
mination to  a  timid  and  disloyal  acquiescence  in  the  govern- 
ment of  a  foreign  invader;  or  that  this  invader  disdained  to 
derive  from  the  labours  of  his  new  subjects,  either  the  neces- 
saries of  life,  or  those  luxuries  and  usefiil  arts  which  they  had 
learned  firom  the  Romans.  In  short,  all  analogy  seems  to 
concur  with  the  best  evidence,  in  leading  us  to  believe  that 
the  Saxons  and  Britons  of  the  low  hmds  were  gradually  incor- 
porated, like  the  Franks  and  Gauls,  though  perhaps  in  very 
different  proportions,  so  as  to  form  one  people. 

Hie  Norman  conquest  was  an  event  which  was  beheld  by 
the  Welsh  with  the  greatest  exultation,  because  it  revenged 
them  on  their  enemies  the  Saxons,  and  on  Harold,  from  whom 
they  had  suffered  much;  but  they  seem  to  have  derived  from 
it  no  advantage  beyond  the  present  gratification  of  their  pas- 
sions. Had  William's  success  been  less  rapid  and  complete, 
it  is  probable  that  during  his  struggle  for  empire  he  might 
have  invited  the  Welsh  princes  to  share  in  the  dangers  and 
profits  of  his  enterprise;  but,  having  gained  England  by  a 
single  battle,  he  succeeded  of  course  to  the  dsums  of  the 
Saxon  monarchs,  and  having  marched  an  army  in  1080  as  fiar 
as  St.  David*s,  received  the  homage  and  tribute  of  the  Welsh 
nation.    Some  d^jree  of  intercourse  appears  to  have  taken 
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place  between  the  Nonxian  and  Oambrian  lords,  becanae  ire 
find  the  Nonnans  called  in  as  allies  by  Caradoc  ap  Griffith, 
and  afterwards  employed  in  some  petty  enterprises  in  Oardi- 

£n;  while  on  the  other  hand  a  number  of  Welsh  appear  to 
ve  enlisted  xmder  the  banners  of  the  earl  of  Hereford.  Bnt 
what  were  exactly  the  relations  between  the  Nonnans  and 
their  British  neighbours;  what  was  William's  system  of 
policy  respecting  them;  or  whether  he  had  leisure  to  form 
any,  amidst  his  yarious  and  important  occupations,  cannot 
be  discovered  from  the  imperfect  notices  of  contemporaTy 
historians. 

Bat  the  next  reign  furnishes  us  with  some  circumstances 
which,  though  generally  passed  over  as  unimportant,  may 
perhaps  throw  some  light  on  the  obscure  politics  of  this 
period.  It  seems  that  a  petty  baron  of  South  Wales,  named 
^nion  ap  Collwn,  having  by  his  military  services  ingratiated 
bimself  at  the  court  of  William  Rufiis,  was  dispatched  to 
London  by  Jestyn  ap  Gwrgant,  lord  of  Glamorgan,  with 
orders  to  obtain,  if  possible,  the  succour  of  some  Norman 
forces  against  Rhys  ap  Tewdwr,  prince  of  South  Wales;  and 
was  promised,  if  his  embassy  should  be  successful,  tiie  hand 
of  Jestyn*s  daughter  in  marriage.  Einion  accomplished  his 
purpose,  and  engaged  the  services  of  Robert  Fitz-Hamon,  and 
twelve  other  knights,  by  whose  valour  the  victory  was  secured 
to  Jestyn,  and  Rhys  was  slain  in  the  engagement.  But  the 
band  of  the  lady  was  now  contemptuously  withheld ;  and  the 
mortified  ambassador  had  no  means  of  obtaining  redress  but 
by  requesting  the  assistance  of  his  allies  against  his  former 
employer.  His  negotiations  were  again  successM;  Jestyn 
was  defeated  in  his  turn,  and  his  lands,  comprehending  txie 
whole  lordship  of  Glamorgan,  were  divided  between  Fitz- 
Hamon  and  his  companions.  Such  a  tempting  example  could 
not  be  resisted  by  Norman  cupidity.  Willum  Rufiis  was 
assaulted  by  daily  solicitors  for  the  grant  of  such  lands  in 
Wales  as  tiie  adventurers  might  be  able  to  conquer;  and 
many  of  our  early  nobility,  the  Cecils,  the  Lacies,  ihe  Mont- 
gomeries,  the  Mortimers,  and  others,  owed  a  considerable  part 
of  their  great  demesnes  to  the  success  of  similar  expeditions. 
Yet  when  William  himself,  a  prince  of  great  military  talents, 
at  the  head  of  a  veteran  and  victorious  army,  attempted  the 
invasion  of  Wales  in  1097  it  is  agreed  on  all  hands  that  h$ 
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'tm«  oompelled  to  retreat  most  inglarionsly,  and  after  suffermg 
OQDsiderable  losses. 

.If  we  pursue  our  examination  through  the  following  reigm, 
fWe.  shall  find  a  succession  of  similar  contradictions.  Such 
■WIS  the  increase  of  Norman  influence  in  Wales,  that  Henry  I. 
eob^cised  there  all  the  rights  of  a  feudal  sovereign;  bestowed 
on  his  £iiyourites  the  territories  of  such  Welsh  lords  as  he 
tkmight  it  oonvenient  to  dispossess;  and  even  conferred  on  a 
Norman  the  yacant  bidiopric  of  St.  David's.  Yet  his  expe- 
dition in  1113  Qgainst  Griffith  ap  Ckman,*  prince  of  Norai 
Wales,  and  Owen,  prince  of  Powis,  was  by  no  means  repu* 
table  to  the  royal  army;  and  Ihe  caresses  which  he  bestowed 
on  these  princes  after  their  submission,  and  the  subsequent 
progress  of  Griffith  ap  Rees,  strongly  confirm  the  assertion  of 
the  Welsh  historians,  that  Henry's  triumph,  such  as  it  was, 
xesulted  much  more  fix>m  his  policy  than  from  his  miUtaiy 
prowess. 

During  the  troublesome  reign  of  Stephen,  the  royal  power 
was  completely  crippled  by  internal  dissensions;  but  in  that 
of  Henry  II.  we  find  four  great  expeditions  into  Wales;  and 
William  of  Mahnesbury  seems  to  consider  it  as  a  great  cause 
of  triumph,  that  the  English  monarch,  by  combining  the 
exertions  of  a  powerfid  navy  with  those  of  a  vast  army,  had 
been  enabled  to  extort  the  submission  of  the  refractory  Welsh- 
anen.  If,  therefore,  we  compare  these  mighty  expeditions  and 
imperfect  successes  with  the  very  trifling  efibrt  by  which 
Edward  I.  precipitated  Llewelyn  from  his  throne,  and  annexed 
his  principality  for  ever  to  the  English  crown,  we  shall  pro- 
bably be  convinced  that  the  Welsh  were  indebted  for  the 
enjoyment  of  their  independence,  which  lasted  till  near  the 
close  of  the  thirteenth  century,  to  other  important  causes,  in 
addition  to  the  impracticable  nature  of  their  country,  and  to 
the  bravery  and  pertinacity  with  which  it  was  defended. 

It  will  be  remembered  that,  during  this  early  period,  the 
sespective  rights  of  kings,  and  of  their  barons  or  tenants  in 
capite,  were  very  ill  de&ied,  and  that  this  was  the  source  of 
fi:equent  dilutes  in  every  part  of  Europe*     During  peace, 

'*  It  may  perhaps  be  worth  while  to  remark,  that  this  prince,  who  was 
able  to  withatand  the  ntmoat  efforts  of  a  royal  army,  had  been  diiTen  from 
his  domiDiaBS  by  Hugh  Lapns,  earl  of  Chestei^ 
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when  the  barons  ^weie  dispened,  they  eould  only  escape  the 
eapiieiQiis  injustice  of  their  sovereign  by  flight;  unless  they 
poenssed  sooi  a  degree  of  power  as  coufened  a  mischieYOUS 
independence,  and  the  means  of  resisting  the  just  claims  of 
the  erown.  During  war  they  formed  a  sort  of  Tolunteer 
anny;  had  constant  opportunities  of  consulting  on  the  subject 
of  'Qieir  c(»nman  interests;  and  often  rendered  abortive  the 
best  concerted  enterprises,  in  cases  where  those  interests 
might  have  been  compromised  by  success.  Now  the  indepen- 
dence of  Wales,  as  affording  a  place  of  refuge  to  fugitives 
^rom  arbitnury  power;  as  offering  almost  impregnable  posi- 
tions for  their  fortified  castles;  as  abounding  with  a  tenantry 
iimred  to  predatory  expeditions,  and  ready  to  take  arms  at 
tlie  first  summons, — ^was  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  whole 
body  of  Norman  barons,  and  particularly  to  those  who  had 
been  able  to  extort  by  force,  or  to  obtain  by  matrimonial 
allianoes  with  the  native  princes,  a  permanent  settlement  in 
the  country.  These  last  were  among  the  most  powerfiil  of 
Qfar  nobility;  and  the  successes  of  tibie  first  adventurers  in 
-Ireland,  undier  Strongbow,  afford  a  curious  example  of  the 
power  which  they  were  capable  of  deriving  fix)m  their  Welsh 
Tassals.  It  is  therefore  evident  that  every  attempt  at  the 
-subjugation  of  Wales  on  the  part  of  the  crown,  was  sure  to  be 
thwarted  and  opposed  as  much  as  possible  by  the  of&cers  of 
the  royal  army,  all  of  whom  were  personally  interested  in 
readering  such  expeditions  abortive. 

On  the  other  hand,  our  monarchs  were  by  no  means  inat- 
tentive to  their  own  interests,  but  employed  all  the  engines  of 
terror  and  of  flattery  to  procure  and  preserve  a  predominant 
interest  in  l^e  principality.  When  their  arms  were  suc- 
cessful, they  never  fiuled  to  exact  from  the  Welsh  a  number 
of  hostages,  osuaUy  chosen  firom  the  noblest  youths  of  the 
country,  on  whom  ^ey  revenged  with  remorseless  severity 
every  insurrection  of  their  kindred;  at  l^e  same  time  that 
tfaey  encouraged  and  received  at  their  court,  with  the  most 
flattering  distinctions,  aU  such  Welsh  lords  as  they  were  able 
to-  gain  to  their  interest.  At  other  times  they  endeavoured, 
T)y  the  allurements  of  a  splendid  alliance,  to  gain  over  the 
•pfinces  themselves;  and  David  ap  Owen  and  Llewelyn  ap 
Jdrwer^  had  the  honour  of  being  married  to  Norman  prin- 
■cesteo.     All  these  effinrts  of  poUcy  were  socoessful  when 
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g;uided  by  able  hands;  bat  m  an  age  when  power  was 
attached  rather  to  the  person  than  to  the  authority  of  the 
sovereign,  it  was  impossible  that  either  flattery  or  terror, 
when  employed  by  such  kings  as  John  or  Heniy  III.,  should 
control  the  insurbordination  of  the  barons,  or  curb  the  restless 
actiyity  of  their  Welsh  allies.  Acoorduiffly  the  barons  tri- 
umph^ over  the  regal  authority,  and  llewelyn  the  Great 
appeared  to  have  established,  for  a  time,  the  ancient  indepen- 
dence of  his  country.  The  real  strength  and  importance  of 
Wales,  however,  depended  very  much  on  the  anarchy  of  the 
times ;  its  wei^t  appeared  conspicuous  only  when  it  turned 
the  scale  between  contending  pfurties  of  its  neighbours.  It 
therefore  vanished  at  the  accession  of  Edward  I.,  who  suc- 
'  ceeded  to  an  undisputed  throne  with  the  reputation  of  emi- 
nent abilities.  The  Great  Charter,  now  considered  as  law, 
must  have  fully  satLsfied  the  wishes  of  the  wisest  barons;  the 
most  turbulent  were  tired  by  the  long  duration  of  civil  dis- 
sensions; all  were  dispos  d  to  obey  a  sovereign  who  knew 
how  to  exact  obedience;  Edward  had  also  a  party  in  Wales 
nearly  equal  to  that  of  the  reigning  prince ;  so  that  in  remov- 
ing that  prince  from  the  throne,  and  annexing  the  principality 
to  his  own  dominions,  he  had  simply  the  aii*  of  revoking  the 
grant  of  a  royal  fief,  in  consequence  of  the  contumacy  of  a 
rebellions  vassal. 

During  the  long  course  of  political  intrigue  which  was  ulti- 
mately terminated  by  this  conquest,  it  is  certainly  reasonable 
to  suppose  that  a  d^;ree  of  interooiurse,  fiiUy  sufficient  to 
account  for  any  exchange  of  literary  materials,  must  have 
taken  place  between  the  Normans  and  the  WeLsJi,  as  well^as 
between  these  last  and  their  brethren  of  Armorica,  who  stood 
in  the  same  relation  as  themselves  to  the  sovereigns  of  this 
country  while  dukes  of  Normandy:  and  the  CVmric  and 
Breton  bards,  following  their  respective  lords  to  the  coini;  of 
a  common  sovereign,  had  every  opportunity  of  comparing  the 
traditional  fieibles  of  their  ancestors,  and  of  imparting  them  to 
the  French  minstrels  with  whom  they  associated.  But,  as 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  British  lays  were  seldom  if 
ever  committed  to  writing,  ii  might  be  expected  that  different 
minstrels  would  tell  the  same  story  witii  some  variations; 
that,  unable  to  retain  in  their  memoir  the  whole  of  a  Ions 
juurative,  they  would  carry  off,  in  the  first  instance,  detached 
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adventures,  which  they  would  afterwardB  connect  as  well  as 
ibey  were  able;  and  that  a  system  of  traditional  history,  thus 
imperfectly  preserved  through  the  medium  of  a  very  loose 
trsmslation,  and  already  inyolyed  in  much  geographical  and 
chronological  confusion,  would  assume  the  fabulous  appear- 
ance which  we  find  in  the  French  narratiyes  called  romances* 

It  has  been  necessary  to  follow,  thus  far,  the  history  of  the 
Norman  minstrels,  because  it  is  certainly  to  them  that  we  are 
indebted  for  the  greater  part  of  the  romance  histories  ntm 
extant,  which  were  afterwards  avowedly  translated  by  our 
FiUglifth  yersifiers.  But  a  very  elegant  and  accurate  writer 
has  lately  shown  that  this,  though  generally,  is  not  univer- 
sally true ;  and  that  a  small  number  of  our  earliest  metrical 
tales  were,  most  probably,  first  exhibited  in  an  English  dress, 
and  then  translated,  or  rather  imitated,  by  French  minstrels. 
As  Mr.  Scott's*  opinions  always  deserve  attention,  it  may  be 
proper  to  lay  before  the  reader  a  short  outline  of  the  reason- 
mg  by  which  they  are  established. 

It  will  be  remembered  that,  during  more  than  two  centuries 
after  the  arrival  of  the  Saxons,  the  whole  western  coast  of 
this  island,  firom  the  extremity  of  Cornwall  to  the  river  Clyde, 
continued  to  be  occupied  by  the  Britons,  and  that  the  con- 
quest of  Lancashire,  about  670,  first  effectually  severed  the 
northern  tribes  of  Cumbria  and  Strathd^de  from  all  inter- 
course with  those  of  modem  Wales.  This  northern  district, 
comprising  the  Roman  provinces  of  Valentia  and  part  of 
Maxima,  had  been  more  thickly  occupied  by  the  armies,  and 
perhaps  more  civilized  by  the  arts  of  Rome  than  any  other 
port  of  Britain.  It  gave  birth  to  Aneurin,  Merlin,  and  Lly- 
warch-Hen,  the  most  ancient  and  celebrated  of  the  Welsh 
poets;  it  produced  Bede  and  Adamnan,  the  earliest  of  the 
Saxon  historians ;  and  continued  for  ages  to  retain  its  literary 
superiority.  Of  its  history  very  little  is  known,— except  that, 
being  defended  by  the  strong  posts  of  Dunbarton  and  Stirling, 
and  in  part  by  the  celebrated  barrier  against  the  Picts,  stul 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Catrail,  or  war-dyke,  the  small 

*  Since  so  well  known  as  Sir  Walter  Scott.  It  must,  however,  be 
remarked  that  the  arguments  and  deductions  which  follow,  are  rot  always 
ntisftictory,  and  especially  the  notion  of  the  priority  of  the  northern 
dialect  and  of  the  Scottish  origin  of  modem  English,  is  altogether  in* 
correct* 

X> 
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khigdom  of  Strathclyde  maintained  its  independence,  during 
several  centuries,  against  the  Saxons  of  Northnmbria,  as  weU 
as  against  the  separate  efforts  of  the  Scottish  and  Pictish  sotc- 
reigns.  But  when  these  kingdoms  became  imited  in  the 
person  of  Kenneth,  about  the  year  843,  it  is  probable  that 
these  Britons,  though  for  a  riiort  time  protected  by  Athelstan, 
became  permanency  tributary  to  Scotland;  stiU,  however, 
relaimng  their  language  and  mannera,  and  even  their  nominal 
soveremis,*— tbe  last  of  whom,  Ewen  the  Bald,  attended  Mal- 
colm if.  in  1018  to  the  battle  of  Cairum,  against  the  Nor- 
thumbrians. The  British  kingdom  or  principaJity  of  Camber- 
land,  comprising  the  present  shires  of  Ciunberland,  West- 
mordand,  and  part  of  Lancashire,  had  been  previously  ceded 
to  Scotland,  as  a  sort  of  fief,  about  the  middle  of  the  tenth 
century;  and  in  the  b^;inning  of  the  twelfth  the  earldom  of 
Northumberland,  of  n^uriy  the  same  extent  as  the  p^sent 
eoonty,  came  by  marriage  to  David,  earl  of  Cumberland, 
youngest  son  of  Malcolm  III.,  who  thus  imited  to  the  terri- 
tories of  the  Picts  and  Scots  nearly  all  those  which  had  been 
possessed  by  the  Angles  of  Bemicia,  and  by  the  Britons  of 
Cambria  and  Strathdyde. 

We  must  add  that  many  Norman  barons,  disgusted  by  the 
conduct  of  William  the  Conqueror,  retired  to  the  court  of 
Malcolm,  where  they  were  liberally  entertained;  that  his  sons 
were  twice  (in  1094  and  1097)  assisted  by  Anglo-Norman 
armies  in  their  contest  with  the  usurper,  Donald  Bane;  and 
that  at  the  battle  of  the  Standard,  most  of  David's  men  at 
arms  are  expressly  stated  to  have  been  Normans.  Scotland 
therefore,  in  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  centuries,  contained  a 
still  greater  variety  of  inhabitants  than  England ;  but  the 
several  nations  were  placed,  in  the  two  countries,  under  very 
diflferent  circumstances. 

In  England,  the  possession  of  the  soil  had  been  wrested 
from  the  natives  by  the  Saxons,  after  a  very  long  and  bloody 
struggle,  maintained  on  both  sides  with  inveterate  animosity; 
and  it  is  remarkable  that,  in  consequence  of  the  violent  and 
intolerant  chai'acter  of  Austin,  the  apostle  of  the  Saxons,  their 
conversion  to  Christiamty  had  inflamed,  instead  of  softening, 
the  rancour  of  the  rival  nations.  After  the  Norman  conquest, 
the  Saxons  long  ceased  to  have  a  political  existence;  being 
imroelled  out  in  minute  subdiyisions,  with  few  means  of  com- 
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musMaituig  with  each  other,  and  blindly  subservient  to  their 
reepectiy^  masters.  In  Scotland,  on  the  contrary,  the  Scots 
and  Picts,  after  being  frequently  connected  by  such  alliances 
as  are  compatible  with  a  savage  state  of  society,  and  engaging 
as  Mends  in  a  long  succession  of  predatory  wars  against  the 
Bomans,  the  Britons,  and  the  Saxons,  were  finally  amalga^ 
mated,  after  a  short  contest  for  the  sovereignty,  by  Kenneth, 
who  had  pretensions  to  the  crown  of  both  naticms;  after 
which  their  joint  forces  successively  overpowezed  the  hostile 
tribes  of  Britons  and  Saxons  within  their  reach.  Neither 
religious  differences  nor  mortifying  political  distinctions* 
appear  to  have  prevailed  among  the  people  thus  connected 
by  th^  obedience  to  a  common  sovereign.  It  is  probable, 
indeed,  that  they  lone  continued  to  use  their  distinct  lan- 
guages, and  to  retain  their  appropriate  laws  and  customs ;  but 
that  this  wafi  chiefly  owing  to  their  geographical  boundaries, 
and  to  the  paucity  of  their  wants,  which  prevented  a  frequent 
intercourse.  They  were  separated  by  then:  general  barbarism, 
not  by  their  reciprocal  animosity.  When,  therefore,  these 
impediments  were  in  a  great  measure  remoTed  by  Malcohnlll., 
who  transferred  the  seat  of  gOT^mment  from  the  Scottish  to 
the  Saxon  part  of  his  dominions,  a  language,  in  which  the 
Saxon,  more  or  less  modified  by  an  admixture  of  the  British, 
and  perhaps  of  the  French,  was  predominant,  could  not  faH  of 
being  formed;  and  it  was  likely  to  acquire  a  certain  degree  of 
perfection  much  sooner  than  die  English  of  the  south,  which 
was  gradually  developed  under  &r  less  auspicious  circum- 
stances. 

This  priority  of  the  northern  to  the  southern  English  dia- 
lect is  proved  by  a  passage  of  Kobert  de  Brunne,  which  had 
been  hitherto  misunderstood^  and  which  Scott  has  happily 

*  There  is,  in  the  cnrioTU  old  lawbook  called  ''Regiam  Majestatem,'' 
a  kw  called  "de  Cro,"  (lib.  iy.  c.  36),  regulating  the  astythment  to  be 
pud  by  a  homicide,  according  to  the  rank  of  the  person  slain.  Skene 
sayi  tluit  these  laws  are  consuetudinary ;  that  he  has  seen  them  written 
diiiee  (in  French?),  and  that  they  are  entitled  Legeg  inter  Brettot  et 
jSmIm.  They  contain  many  Celtic  or  British  terms,  and  so  do  yariona 
old  charters  lespecting  Cumberland  and  Dnmfiies-shire.  This  insertion 
of  Britiah  customs  in  feudal  inyestituies  strongly  argues  a  mixture  of  the 
people.  With  respect  to  religion,  which  the  Picts  receiyed  from  the  Scots 
or  Irish*  tfaa  utmost  harmony  nems  to  hare  proyailed  within  the  nortbem 
frontier. 

D  2 
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elucidated  by  exhibiting,  in  the  romance  of  Sir  Tristnun, 
composed  by  Thomas  of  Erceldoun,  a  specimen  of  the  quaint 
gtanza  and  elaborate  and  artificial  style  attributed  by  the 
historian  to  that  poet  and  to  his  countryman  Kendal.  He  has 
also  shown,  by  a  reference  to  ancient  charters,  that  the 
Scottish  minstrels  of  this  early  period  enjoyed  all  the  privileges 
and  distinctions  possessed  by  the  Norman  trouveurs,  whom 
they  nearly  rivalled  in  the  arts  of  narration,  and  over  whom 
they  possessed  one  manifest  advantage  in  their  famiKor 
acquaintance  with  the  usual  scenes  of  chivalry.  Carlisle,  as 
we  learn  from  Froissart,  was  the  Carduel  of  romance,  the 
iavourite  seat  of  Arthur;  and  between  that  place  and  Pcnrytli 
is  his  "round  table,"  which,  like  his  "scat"  and  his  "oven," 
still  record^  his  memory.  Bamborough  Castle,  as  we  learn 
from  Knighton,  was  the  "chastol  orgueilleux,"  and  Berwick 
the  "chlLteau  de  la  joyeuse  garde,"  the  favourite  habitation  of 
Sir  Launcelot  Ettnck-forest,  ihc  Sylva  Caledonia  beloved 
by  Merlin,  whose  remains  are  supposed  to  have  been  buried 
at  Drummelziar,  wns  included  in  the  territories  of  Urien  and 
Ywain.  Galloway,  according  to  Whitaker,  was  the  patri- 
mony of  the  celebrated  Gawain.  At  Stowe,  in  the  vale  of  the 
Gala  (the  Wedale,  or  vallis  sanctus  of  Nennius),  a  few  miles 
above  Melrose,  was  the  church  of  St.  Mary's,  where  Arthur,  as 
the  British  historian  assures  us,  deposited  a  piece  of  the  true 
cross;  and  at  Meigle  in  Angus,  between  Coupar  and  For&r, 
tradition  still  points  out  the  tomb  of  "  Dame  Granore,"  the 
beautiful  Guenever.  llie  Scottish  minstrels,  therefore,  thus 
surrounded  by  the  memorials  of  romance,  and  having  easy 
access  to  the  traditionary  tales  of  Strathclyde  and  Cumbria,* 
were  likely  to  be  considered  as  the  most  authentic  depositories 
of  those  narratives;  and  accordingly  Thomas  of  Erceldoun  is 
cited  in  this  character  by  a  French  minstrel,  of  whose  life  of 
Sir  Tristram  two  valuable  MS.  fragments  arc  preserved  in 
Douce*s  collection  at  Oxford.f    Another  Thomas,  or  per- 

*  The  interooarse  between  the  Cymric  and  Saxon  tribes  was  no  less 
likely  to  affect  the  music  than  the  poetry  of  the  latter;  and  Soott  has, 
with  great  appearance  of  probability,  attribated  to  this  circumstance  the 
analogy  between  the  Northumbrian  and  Welsh  modes  of  singing,  remarked 
by  Oirnldus  Cambrensis. 

t  The  Fragments  of  the  French  and  Anglo-Norman  romances  of 
Tristan  have  been  published  by  Pickering  (edited  by  F.  Michel).    The 
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Laps  the  same,  is  in  like  manner  quoted,  as  tHe  best  authority 
for  the  narrative,  in  a  French  metrical  history  of  ^*  King 
Horn,"  a  romance  of  which  the  scenery  and  names  are  evi- 
dently Northmnbrian :  and  the  adventures  of  Wade,  twice 
noticed  by  Chaucer,  must  evidently  be  referred  to  the  same 
country,  becaui&e  the  castle  of  the  hero  stood  near  the  Roman 
wall,  which  he  is  said  to  have  surmoimted.  Besides  these, 
the  fragments  of  "  Sir  Gawain"  and  of  "  Sir  Galaron,"  pub- 
lished by  Pinkerton,  liave  all  the  marks  of  original  com- 
position, and  are  with  great  probability  assigned  by  Scott 
to  the  thirteenth  centurj-;  a  very  early  period  certainly,  but 
which  is  justified  by  the  internal  evidence  of  style, — an  evi- 
dence perfectly  admissible  in  this  case,  because  the  early 
eminence  of  the  Scottish  minstrels  is  proved  by  the  authority 
of  Robert  de  Brunne,  and  by  that  of  Wyntown's  Chronicle. 

As  a  further  confinnation  of  this  opinion,  it  may  be  added, 
that  while  Erccldoun,  Kendal,  and  Hucheon,  poets  of  the 
North,  are  celebrated  by  our  early  historians;  while  every 
ancient  ballad  bears  testimony  to  tibe  excellence  of  the  min- 
strels "  from  the  North  country; "  and  while  our  MSS.  abound 
with  metrical  romances  written  in  the  northern  dialect, — ^we 
do  not  possess  one,  anterior  to  the  time  of  Chaucer,  which  can 
with  certainty*  be  ascribed  to  a  poet  of  South  Britain. 

It  is  now  time  to  close  this  long  and  desultory,  and  perhaps 
very  tedious  introduction.  Many  readers  of  the  following 
old-wives'-tales  will,  probably,  be  little  solicitous  to  know 
whether  the  Danes,  the  Arabians,  or  the  Britons,  supplied  the 
original  materials  of  such  compositions.  But  the  inquiry 
having  given  rise  to  much  controversy  amongst  mJ&a.  of  great 

Thomas  who  compiled  that  romance,  and  Thomaa  the  author  of  the 
romanoe  of  Horn,  whether  one  person  or  not,  must  not  be  identified  with 
Thomaa  of  Eroddonn :  nor  is  tibere  any  reason  to  believe  that  they  had 
any  oonnection  with  the  north  of  England. 

*  It  is  tme  that  the  Life  of  Alexander,  the  most  spirited  perhaps  of 
our  early  romances,  has  been  ascribed  to  Adam  Davie,  Marshal  of  Strat- 
ford le  bow,  and  author  of  some  metrical  visions  and  other  poems  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  II.,  and  that  Ritaon  and  myself  have  adopted  this 
mppoaition  on  the  authorities  of  Bishop  Tanner  and  Warton.  But, 
having  carefully  perused  every  line  of  the  romance,  1  am  now  convinced 
that  they  were  mistaken.  No  author's  name  is  mentioned  in  it;  and  its 
«tyle,  which  nearly  resembles  that  of  Merlin,  has  no  sort  of  analogy  with 
tint  of  Adam  Davie's  visions,  as  quoted  by  Warton. 
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karning  and  genius,  it  did  not  altogether  depend  u^mn  the 
present  writer  to  dismiss  it  with  a  veiy  sli^t  notice.  It 
seemed  to  him,  that  the  best  way  of  avoiding  all  appcaxanoe 
&f  competition  with  his  abler  predecessors  was,  t(/ lay  befiire 
bis  readers  at  large  his  whole  stock  of  materials;  and  this,  he 
hopes,  will  be  accepted  as  ins  excuse  fbr  the  motley  cbaiacter 
of  the  preceding  pages. 
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NaL 


PETRUS  ALPHONSUS. 

Thx  foUowing  short,  bnt  acourate,  analyos  of  this  yery  curioos 
work  was  fuinishfid  by  the  late  Mr.  Douoe. 


Hiere  is  a  copy  of  tiie  original  Latin  woik  entitled  **  Alphon- 
808  de  Clericali  Disciplina,"  in  the  Britidi  Museum,  but  it  is 
Tery  defective  at  the  end.  There  are  also  two  French  metrical 
Tenions  of  the  same  (MSS.  Harl.  527  and  4386)  *  the  fonner 
wanting  a  leaf  at  the  end,  and  the  latter  imperfect  in  the 
middle ;  but  they  Tary  considerably  in  the  nmnber  and  arrange- 
ment of  the  stories,  whidi  are  generally  more  ample,  =  and 
jieriiaps  better  told,  than  in  the  Latin  copy.  It  shomd  seem, 
Usrefore,  that  the  French  translator  has  taken  some  liberties 
in  attempting  to  improve  his  original,  or  that  he  has  uaed  a 
more  p^ect  copy  than  that  which  is  here  mentioned;  but 
this  must  remam  a  question  till  other  Latin  copies  shaH  be 
examined,  some  of  which  may  possibly  be  preserved  in  tiie 
National  Library  at  Paris. 

With  respect  to  the  French  MS.  c^  Pierre  Anfbre  (wto  ifr 
thns  named  in  both  the  Harleiaa  MSS.),  whidi  existed  at 
St.  Germain  des  Pr6s,  No.  1830,  and  has  been  partiy  edited, 
and  partly  abridged,  by  Barbazan,  tmder  the  tide  of  ^CastcMe- 
ment  d'un  P^re  a  son  Fils,"  we  must  suppose  that  it  was 
eiliier  very  imperfect,  or  very  inattentively  examined  by  the         0 


*  Edttkot  4if  Betas  Alpbouiu  hnw  been  recently  pablished  4*  the 
Cootinent. 
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editor,  Mho  treats  the  work  as  anonymous,  and  appears  to 
have  known  nothing  concerning  the  author,  Petrus  Alphon- 
sus,  a  converted  Jew,  who  flourished  in  1106,  and  was  godson 
to  Alphonsus  I.  king  of  Arragon.  These  stories  are  profes- 
sedly borrowed  from  the  Arabian  fiibulists,  and  consist  of 
admonitions  from  Salaan,  or,  as  the  author  says,  he  is  called 
in  the  Arabian  tongue  Lucamam,  to  his  son,  illustrated  by 
examples,  whidi  are  arranged  in  tiie  following  order. 

1.  StoiT  of  the  false  friend  and  of  the  dead  calf  in  a  sack. 
See  Le  Grand,  fabl.  3.  255. — ^It  is  remarkable  that  Le 
Grand,  as  well  as  Barbazan,  seems  to  have  known  nothing 
about  Petrus  Alphonsus,  whom  he  classes,  under  his  French- 
ified name  of  Pierre  Anfors,  amongst  the  Norman  fableours. 
— ^This  story  occurs  in  the  Gesta  Romanorum,  chap.  129. 

2.  The  well-known  tale  of  the  two  merchants  of  Baldac 
(Bagdad)  and  of  Egypt.  See  Le  Grand,  fabl.  3.  262;  Boc- 
cace,  day  x.  nov.  8 ;  Gesta  Rom.  ch.  170. 

3.  The  mule  who  was  ashamed  of  his  £&ther,  the  ass,  and 
boasted  of  his  grandfather,  who  was  a  horse. 

4.  The  man,  the  ungrateful  serpent,  and  the  fox.  Here  the 
serpent  is  foimd  tied  to  a  tree,  and  by  the  fox's  cunning 
tied  up  again,  and  not  put  into  a  sack,  as  elsewhere  related. 
See  Gest  Rom.  ch.  174;  Dir.  Hum.  Vits,  or  Pilpay. 

5.  A  poet  claims,  as  a  reward,  for  his  verses,  that  the  king 
should  appoint  him  his  porter,  with  liberty  to  demand  a 
penny  of  every  hunch-back,  another  of  every  leper,  another 
of  every  one-eyed  man,  &c.  A  crooked  man  comes  to  the 
gate,  and,  havmg  refused  to  pay  the  first  penny,  is  proved 
to  have  all  the  other  defects,  and  taxed  accordingly.  See 
Le  Grand,  fabl.  3.  252;  Gesta  Rom.  ch.  257. 

^.  A  man,  in  opposition  to  the  advice  of  his  friend,  goes  into 
a  house  where  people  were  drinking  and  rioting.  A  robber 
takes  refuge  amongst  them,  and  all  the  company  are  hanged. 

7.  Two  persons  hear  a  woman  singing,  &c.«— Veiy  silly  tale, 
and  not  worth  notice. 

8.  A  vine-dresser  wounds  his  eye  while  working  in  his  vine- 
yard. In  the  mean  time  his  wife  was  occupied  by  her 
gallant.  On  the  husband's  return,  she  contrives  the  lover's 
escape  by  kissing  her  spouse  on  the  other  eye.  Le  Grand, 
fiibl.  4.  158;  Gest.  Rom.  ch.  121,  and  many  of  the  ItaEan 
novelists. 
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9.  An  artful  old  woman  conceals  her  daughter's  gallant  from 
the  husband,  by  spreading  a  sheet  before  his  eyes  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  give  the  lover  an  opportunity  of  escaping. 
Le  Grand,  fabl.  4.  160;  Gesta  Rom.  ch.  122,  &c.,  &c. 

10.  A  nearly  similar  story,  in  which  the  mother  puts  a  sword 
into  the  hands  of  the  gallant,  and  persuades  the  husband, 
when  he  returns,  that  the  young  man  had  taken  refuge 
from  the  pursuit  of  three  assassins.  Le  Grand,  &bl.  4. 
160,  &c.,  &c. 

1 1.  A  king  requires  his  minstrel  to  tell  him  a  long  story  that 
will  luIUiim  to  sleep.  The  minstrel  begins  a  tale  concern- 
ing a  countryman  who  had  to  cross  a  ferry  with  600  sheep 
by  two  at  a  time,  and  then  &lls  asleep  in  the  midst  of  his 
story.  The  king  wakens  him;  but  the  minstrel  requests 
that  the  countryman  may  be  allowed  to  ferry  over  the  sheep 
before  he  resumes  his  narrative.  Le  Grand,  £&bl.  1.  210, 
and  in  Don  Quixote. 

12.  Stratagem  of  an  old  woman  in  favour  of  a  young  gallant. 
She  persuades  his  mistress,  who  had  rejected  his  i^Ldresses, 
that  her  little  dog  was  formerly  a  woman,  and  so  trans* 
formed  in  consequence  of  her  cruelty  to  her  lover.  The 
MSS.  vary  much  in  this  story.  Le  Grand,  &bl.  3.  459; 
Gest.  Bom.  ch.  28. 

13.  A  woman,  shut  up  in  a  tower  by  a.  jealous  husband, 
throws  a  stone  into  a  well.  The  man,  supposing  that  his 
wife  had  drowned  herself,  runs  to  her  relief.  She  escape^ 
in  the  mean  time,  and  contrives  in  her  turn  to  shut  him 
into  the  tower.  See  the  Seven  Wise  Masters;  Boccace, 
day  vii.  nov.  4 ;  Le  Grand,  fabL  3.  148 ;  Moli^,  Geoi^ 
Dandin. 

14.  By  the  stratagem  of  an  old  woman,  a  man  recovers  a  sum 
of  money  which  he  had  left  in  the  hands  of  a  treacherous 
friend,  who  refrised  to  restore  it.  A  person  is  instructed 
to  procure  some  strong  gilt  trunks,  to  fill  them  with 
stones,  and  to  o£Per  to  deposit  the  pretended  treasure  in 
the  hands  of  the  defrauder.  While  this  negotiation  is 
going  on,  the  claimant  is  sent  to  repeat  his  demand;  which 
the  fedse  friend  now  complies  with,  lest  any  suspicion 
should  &11  on  his  honesty  in  the  presence  of  the  new  dupe. 
Le  Grand,  &bL  3.  282;  Gesta  Bom.  ch.  118;  Boccace, 
day  viii.  nov.  10;  Arab.  N.  Ent. 
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15.  A  man  deposits  ten  casks  of  ml  in  the  house  of  a  neSgh- 
bovr,  whom  he  afterwards  accuses  of  havinr  stolen  a  part 
of  it.  By  the  sagacity  of  a  ]diilosopher,  ^o  louses  the 
dr^B  of  ue  oil  to  be  ezamined,  the  knavery  oi  tiie  accuser 
is  cUsGoyered.    Le  Grand,  ^Etbl.  3.  19. 

16.  A  man  loses  a  purse  of  gold,  containing  a  golden  serpent 
with  eyes  of  hyacinth;  and  endeayours  to  defraud  a  poor 
man  who  had  fomid  it  of  the  promised  reward,  hy  asserting 
that  the  purse  contained  two  serpents,  &c.  The  dispute 
being  refoxed  to  a  philosopher,  the  purse  is  adjudged  to 
the  finder.    Le  Chrand,  &bl.  3.  24. 

17.  A  countryman  adyises  some  trayelkra  respecting  the 
road,  &C.,  £cc. 

18.  Two  citizens  and  a  countryman,  trayelling  to  Mecca,  are 
reduced  to  a  single  loaf.  It  is  agreed  that  he  who  dreams 
the  beat  dream  shall  eat  it.  The  countryman  disappoints 
the  iQtended  fraud  of  his  companions,  and  gets  the  loaf. 
Le  Grand,  &bL  2.  328;  Gest.  Rom.  ch.  106;  also  in  p.  51 
of  the  "  Historia  Jeschuse  Nasareni,"  a  blasphemous  life  of 
J.  C,  of  Jewish  inyention. 

19.  Story  of  some  cloth-cutters,  and  of  the  apprentice  Bedwi, 
who  procures  his  master  a  beating  for  defrauding  him  of 
his  honey.    Le  Grand,  iabl.  3.  426. 

20.  Two  minstrels  being  at  a  royal  feast,  one  of  Ihem  places 
all  his  bones  on  the  plate  of  his  companion,  and  complains 

^  to  the  king  that  he  had  eaten  all  the  meat  which  belonged 
to  them.  Hie  other  retorts,  by  asserting  that  the  first  had 
devoured  meat,  bones,  and  all.  See  Gladwin's  Moondiee; 
Le  Grand,  fiibl.  3.  95. 

21.  Story  of  the  countiyman  and  of  the  bird  who  promned 
faim  three  Ihiogs  fer  his  liberty.  This  is  Le  Grand's  ''Lai 
de  rOiselet,"  3.  430;  Way's  "Lay  of  the  Utde  Bird;" 
Lydgate's  "The  Chorle  and  Ihe  Bird." 

22.  Story  of  the  wolf,  the  countryman,  and  ihe  ieoL  The 
wolf  is  left  in  a  well,  looking  after  a  supposed  cheese  made 
by  the  moon's  image  on  the  waiter. — ^Imitoted  by  La  Fon- 
taine  in  his  fables. 

23.  A  thief  breaks  his  neck  by  catching  at  a  nty  of  the  moon. 
In  the  Directorium  Humane  Yitn,  i.  e.  the  Latin  yenion 
fitmi  the  Hebrepw  of  Pilpay.  LeGxand,  fitbl.  4.  988;  Gesta 
Kom.  ch.  136. 
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24.  A  num  dedres  his  servant  to  shut  the  door.  The  serrant, 
who  is  a  very  idle  fellow,  affirms  that  it  is  shut.  In  the 
aaming,  beine  ordered  to  open  it,  he  8BLy%  that,  haying 
foeseen  this  wish,  he  had  neglected  to  shot  it.  The  master 
now  perceives  his  laziness,  uid  orders  him.  Hie  snn  being 
risen,  to  get  up  and  go  to  his  work.  He  now  asks  for 
victnalB,  and,  being  asked  if  he  was  aocnatomed  to  eat 
dnxing  the  night,  repties,  *'If  it  be  night,  suffisr  me  to 
sleep."  Another  tinte  his  master  ordeis  him  to  rise  in  the 
ni§^  to  discover  whether  it  rained.  He  calls  tibe  dog, 
who  lay  at  the  door,  and  finding  its  feet  drv,  pronoonces 
that  the  weather  is  fidr.  Beingaskedif  the  fire  was  extin- 
guished, he  calls  the  cat,  and,  finding  her  cold,  answers  in 
the  affirmative. —  Stoiy  60  in  Gladwin's  Moonshee;  In 
Melandri  Jocor.  centur.  2.  210. 

25.  The  same  servant,  who  is  a  negro  named  Maimundus, 
relates  to  his  master  a  curious  story  exhibiting  a  climax  of 
calamities.     See  it  in  Le  Grand,  ^Etbl.  4.  1 19. 

26.  Account  of  Socrates,  who  retired  from  the  world  and  lived 
in  a  tub,  the  back  of  which  he  turned  to  the  wind  and  rain, 
and  the  front  to  the  sun.  Some  hunters  come  by  and  laugh 
at  him  while  he  is  lousing  himself.  He  says  to  them,  as 
they  stand  between  him  and  the  sun,  ''What  ye  cannot  give 
do  not  take  away." — They  insult  him  again,  and  endeavour 
to  remove  his  Imbitation;  but,  not  being  able  to  effect  it, 
desire  him  to  remove  his  vile  carcase,  that  he  might  not 
offend  the  king,  who  was  coming  that  way  to  hunt.  He 
tells  them  that  '*  their  lord  is  not  his  lord,  but  rather  the 
servant  of  his  servant."  The  king  converses  with  him,  and 
he  explains  his  saying,  &c. 

These  are  all  that  the  Latin  copy  contains.  The  following 
are  supplied  from  the  French. 
27»  A  thief  breaks  into  a  house,  and,  finding  more  treasure 
than  he  can  carry  away,  picks  out  the.  best  part.  He 
forgets  himself,  and  remains  till  day-break,  when  he  is 
secured  by  the  people  of  the  house. 

28.  Stoiy  of  Abraham  entertaining  the  angels. 

29.  A  philosopher  finds  a  tomb  inscribed  ''As  I  am,  you  shall 
be,  &c." 

30.  A  woman,  in  the  absence  of  her  husband,  sends  for  her 
gallant,  and,  wishing  to  bathe  vnth  him  (a  sort  of  prelude 
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in  ancient  times  to  amorous  dalliance),  borrows  her  neigh* 
bour*8  bathing-tub.     See  Le  Grand,  &bl.  8.  455. 

31.  A  merchant  goes  on  a  visit  to  his  brother,  who  is  steward 
to  a  certain  king.  The  monarch  receives  the  merchant 
with  great  politeness,  and  offers  him  a  considerable  farm ; 
which  he  refuses,  on  finding  that  the  king  was  in  the  habit 
of  spending  all  his  revenues  in  time  of  peace,  and,  con- 
sequently, in  case  of  war,  could  only  defend  himself  by 
levying  heavy  contributions  on  his  subjects. 
Besides  the  foregoing,  there  are  several  tales  from  Alphon- 

8US,  collected  together  at  the  end  of  the  earliest  collection  of 

the  iEsopian  fables  now  extant.     It  is  the  work  translated  by 

Caxton,  is  in  Latin,  and  without  date. 
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A  IjATE  critic  (Mr.  lUtson)  has  denied  the  Annorican  origin 
of  these  lays;  but  it  is  quite  needless  to  discuss  his  opinions 
concerning  a  work  which  he  had  manifestly  neglected  to  read 
or  was  unable  to  imderstand.  It  will  be  shorter  and  less 
tiresome  to  lay  before  the  reader  an  abstract  of  the  whole 
collection,  which  is  in  many  respects  interesting,  because  it 
was  certainly  written  in  this  country;  was  never  printed;  and 
is  known  to  exist  only  in  one  manuscript,  viz.  Harl.  MSS. 
No.  978. 

The  lays  are  twelve  in  number,  and  are  arranged  in  the 
following  order :  1.  Chiigemar ;  2.  Equitan ;  3.  Lai  le  Freisne ; 
4.  Bisclaveret;  5.  Lanval;  6.  Les  deux  Amans;  7.  Ywonec; 
8.  Laustic;  9.  Milun;  10.  Chativel;  11.  Chevrefoil;  and 
12.  EHduc* 

About  56  lines  at  the  beginning  of  the  work  are  intended 
as  a  general  prologue,  and  26  more  form  the  introduction  to 
the  first  lay.  This  prefatory  matter  is  written  in  a  style  of 
considerable  obscurity,  which  was  perhaps  intentional,  because 
the  author  defends  it  by  the  example  of  the  ancients,  and 
quotes  Priscian  as  her  authority.  But  the  doctrine  which  she 
means  to  inculcate  is,  that  those  who  possess  talents  are  bound 
to  employ  them,  and  that  study  is  always  good,  as  a  preser- 
Tative  from  vice  and  from  affliction.  She  tells  us  that  she 
had  therefore  formed  a  plan  of  translating,  frx>m  Latin  into 
romance,  some  good  history;  but  found  that  her  project  had 
been  anticipated  by  others.  She  then  thought  of  the  nume- 
rous lays  which  she  had  heard,  and  had  carefully  treasured  in 

*  All  these  have  been  printed  in  Roquefort's  edition  of  the  workt  of 
Mkrie. 
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her  memory.  These,  she  was  sure,  must  be  new  to  the  gene- 
rality of  her  readers;  and  in  this  confidence  she  offers  to  the 
king  (probably  our  Henry  III.)  the  fruits  of  her  labours. 
After  complaining  that  she  has  met  with  enyy  and  persecu- 
tion where  she  deserved  praise,  she  declares  her  intention  to 
persevere,  and  to  relate,  as  briefly  as  possible,  such  stories  as 
she  knows  to  he  true^  and  to  have  been  formed  into  lays  by  the 
Britons, 

Les  contes  ke  jeo  sai  verrais, 
Dunt  li  Br^un  ontfait  les  lais^ 
Yus  oonterai  asez  briefinent,  &c. 

No.  1.  Guigemar. 

This  lay,  consisting  of  942  lines,  having  been  fidthfully 
analysed  by  Le  Grand,  a|id  beautifblly  translated  by  Way, 
requires  no  further  notice  in  this  place. 

No.  3.  Equitan.  282  lines. 

Equitan  was  a  prince  of  Bretagne,  who  was  so  passionately 
attached  to  the  amusements  of  cHvalry,  that  he  cared  neither 
far  business  nor  gallantry.  Nothing  but  the  necessity  of 
heading  his  troops  could  withdraw  him  from  the  pleasures  of 
hunting  and  hawking;  and  the  whole-  business  of  the  state 
was  managed  by  his  steward,  a  man  of  equal  loyalty  and 
experience.  Unfortunately  this  steward  had  married  a  beau- 
tiful vrxfe.  The  prince  heard  her  much  praised;  admitted 
that  these  praises  were  deserved;  and  insensibly  began  to 
think  his  hunting  and  hawking  most  agreeable  when  it  con- 
ducted him,  at  the  end  of  the  day,  to  his  steward^s  castle, 
where  he  had  a  natural  opportunity  of  seeing  and  conversing 
with  the  lovely  hostess.  Equitan  was  overcome  by  his  pas- 
sion ahnost  before  he  was  conscious  of  being  in  love:  he 
began  by  reflecting  with  shame  and  remorse  on  the  baseness 
of  the  part  which  he  was  preparing  to  act,  and  ended,  as 
usual,  by  determinine  not  to  endure  the  misery  of  privation 
and  disappointment,  if  he  could  succeed  in  seducing  the  wife 
of  his  friend.  Having  devised,  in  the  course  of  a  sleepless 
night,  as  many  arguments  as  were  necessary  to  satisfy  his 
own  morality,  and  formed  a  plan  for  securing  a  long  inter- 
view  yriih  his  mistress,  he  set  off  for  the  <£ase ;  returned 
after  a  short  time  under  pretence  of  a  sudden  indisposition; 
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and,  retiiing  to  his  bed,  sent  to  request  a  Tisit  from  the  lady, 
who  perhaps  was  not  much  surprised  at  receiving  from  the 
inTalid  a  very  long  and  doquent  declaration  of  his  passion. 
To  this  she  replied,  in  the  first  instance,  by  yery  proper 
expostulations;  but  when  at  length  the  enamoured  Equitan 
assured  her,  with  the  utmost  solemnity,  that,  if  her  husband 
were  out  of  the  way,  he  would  gladly  make  her  the  partner 
of  his  throne,  she  suddenly  gave  way  to  the  splendid  ofkr, 
and  proposed,  witii  ins  assistance,  to  destroy  the  steward  so 
artfiuly  that  neither  actor  in  the  plot  should  incur  the  slightest 
vosfpeaon.  Equitan,  &r  from  being  startled  by  this  atrocious 
proposition,  readily  assured  her  of  his  concurrence,  and  she 
continued  tiius  :  '^ Return,  sir,  for  the  present,  to  your  court; 
then  come  to  pursue  your  diyersion  in  this  forest,  and  again 
take  up  your  abode  under  our  roof.  You  must  once  more 
pretend  to  be  indisposed;  cause  yourself  to  be  blooded;  and 
<m  the  third  day  order  a  iMith,  and  ixmte  my  husband  to  bathe 
and  afterwards  to  dine  with  you.  I  will  take  care  to  prepare 
the  bathing-tubs.  That  whidi  I  destine  for  him  shall  be  filled 
with  boiling  water,  so  that  he  will  be  in£tantly  scalded  to 
death;  after  which  you  will  call  in  your  attendants  and  his, 
and  explain  to  them  that  your  affectionate  steward  had  sud- 
denly expired  in  the  act  of  bathing.''  The  prince  readily 
consented  to  take  his  part  in  this  diabolical  plot,  and,  at  the 
end  of  three  months,  every  thing  was  arranged  for  its  execu- 
tion. The  baths  were  actually  fiUed  and  placed  before  the 
respective  beds;  but  the  steward,  who  had  risen  early  in  the 
morning,  for  some  purpose  of  business  or  amusement,  hap- 
pening to  stay  rather  beyond  the  appointed  time,  the  two 
lovers  had  met  during  his  absence,  and,  forgetting  that  their 
gnil^  project  was  not  yet  accomplished,  had  proceeded  to 
satisfy  their  mutual  passion.  A  maid  was  stationed  at  the 
door,  near  which  stood  the  fiital  bath;  but  the  husband  return- 
ing with  precipitation  suddenly  forced  open  the  door,  in  spite 
of  her  feeble  opposition,  and  discovered  his  wife  in  the  arms 
of  Equitan.  The  prince,  under  the  first  impulse  of  surprise 
and  remorse,  started  from  the  bed  at  the  appearance  of  his 
steward,  and,  heedlessly  plunging  into  the  boiling  bath,  was 
instantly  suffocated  or  scalded  to  death.  The  husband,  almost 
at  the  same  instant,  seized  on  the  guilty  partner  of  his  bed, 
and  threw  her  headlong  after  her  paramour.    Thus  were  the 
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wicked  punished  by  the  means  which  they  had  devised  for 
the  destruction  of  another;  and  such  is  the  substance  of  the 
lay  which  was  composed  by  the  Bretons  under  the  name  of 
Equitan. 

No.  3.  Lai  Ic  Freisnc.  528  lines. 

This  lay  was  translated  into  English  by  some  unknown  but 
nearly  contemporary  writer;  and  this  version,  which  still 
exists  in  the  Auchinleck  MS.,  having  been  kindly  communi- 
cated to  me  by  my  Mend  Sir  Walter  Scott,  it  wm  be  found 
among  the  miscellaneous  romances  of  the  present  collection. 

No.  4.  Bisclaveret.  318  lines. 

Our  author  informs  us  that  this  is  the  Breton  name  for  an 
animal  which  the  Normans  call  Garwolf ;  and  adds  that  for- 
merly men  were  frequently  metamorphosed  into  this  beast, 
and  during  such  times  were  the  most  ferocious  and  destructive 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  forest.*  She  then  proceeds  to  her 
story. 

There  lived  formerly  in  Bretagne  a  baron  who  was  comely 
in  his  person,  wise,  courteous,  adored  by  his  neighbours, 
much  beloved  by  his  sovereign,  and  married  to  a  noble  and 
beautiful  ladv,  for  whom  he  felt  the  warmest  affection,  which 
she  appeared  to  return  with  equal  sincerity.  But  she  had 
observed  that  her  husband  was  regularly  absent  dming  three 

*  It  seems  that  this  superatitioii  still  remains  in  Bretagne.  "Dans 
Topinion  des  Bretons,  oes  memes  hommes  se  revetent,  pendant  la  nnit,  de 
peaax  de  loups,  et  en  prennent  qnelquefois  la  fonne,  pour  se  troaver  a  des 
assemblees  ou  le  d^on  est  suppose  pr^sider.  Ce  que  Ton  dit  id  des 
d^gnisements  et  des  courses  noctames  de  oes  pi^tendns  AommBt^kntps, 
dofU  Vespeee  n'eat  pas  encore  eniierement  iteinte  done  Vaneienne  ArmO" 
riqite,  noos  rs^pelle  ce  que  Phistoire  rapporte  des  lyeantrophee  d'lrhmde 
— et  ce  qu'Herodote  dit  des  Newree,''*  (Origines  Gauloises  par  La  Tour 
d'AuYergne  Conet.  cap.  2.)  Mr.  Walker,  in  his  historical  memoirs  of 
the  Irish  bards,  quotes  the  following  lines  from  a  poem  descriptiYe  of 
the  manners  of  the  Irish : 

The  next  strange  story  which  his  ears 
Recdy'd,  was  of  some  wolves  and  bears. 
Who  once  were  men  of  worth  and  fame. 
But,  by  enchantment,  brutes  became ; 
And  would,  if  tales  sing  truth,  obtain 
Their  former  human  shape  again. 
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days  in  the  week,  and,  suspecting  that  there  must  be  some- 
thing mysterious  in  this  periodical  disappearance,  resolved,  if 
possible,  to  extort  the  secret.  She  redoubled  her  expressions 
of  tenderness;  bitterly  lamented  her  frequent  intervals  of 
widowed  solitude;  and,  affecting  to  be  persuaded  that  he 
bestowed  on  a  mistress  the  many  hours  of  separation  from  his 
wife,  earnestly  conjured  him  to  calm  her  apprehensions  by  the 
disdosure  of  ibe  truth.  The  good  baron  warmly  conjured  her 
in  his  turn  to  desist  from  an  inquiry  which  would  only  lead  to 
their  permanent  separation,  and  to  the  extinction  of  aU  her 
fondness ;  but  her  tears  and  blandishments  prevailed,  and  he 
confessed  that,  during  half  the  week,  he  became  a  Bisclaveret. 
The  lady,  though  she  felt  a  secret  horror  at  finding  herself  the 
wife  of  a  woLT,  dissembled  her  disgust,  and  pursued  her 
inquiry.  Were  his  clothes  also  transformed?  or  was  he  naked 
at  the  time  of  his  transformation?  The  baron  answered,  that 
be  was  naked.  Where  then  did  he  leave  his  dress?  To  this 
question  he  endeavoured  to  avoid  giving  an  answer,  declaring 
that,  should  this  secret  be  discovered,  he  would  be  condemned 
to  wear  his  brute  form  through  Ufe;  and  observing  that,  if 
she  loved  him,  she  could  have  no  wic^  to  learn  that  of  which 
the  knowledge  would  be  useless  to  her,  while  its  disclosure 
would  be  fatfld  to  him.  But  obstinacy  is  always  an  over-match 
for  rational  aigmnent.  The  wife  stiU  insisted;  and  the  good- 
natured  husband  ultimately  told  that,  *'  by  the  side  of  an  old 
chapel,  situated  on  the  road  to  the  thickest  part  of  the  forest, 
was  a  bush  which  overhung  and  concealed  an  excavated 
stone,  in  which  he  constantly  deposited  his  garments."  The 
wife,  being  now  mistress  of  the  baron^s  fate,  quickly  formed 
ber  decision.  She  sent  for  a  gallant,  whose  love  she  had 
bitberto  rejected;  offered  him  mmiediate  possession  of  her 
person;  taught  lum  the  means  of  confirming  her  husband's 
metamorphosis;  and,  when  the  baron's  friends  had  finally 
renounced  all  hopes  of  his  return,  married  her  new  fiivourite, 
and  conveyed  to  him  a  large  inheritance,  the  fruit  of  their 
joint  treachery.  In  about  a  year  the  king  went  to  hunt  in 
the  forest,  and,  after  a  chase  which  lasted  vie  whole  day,  had 
nearly  run  down  the  unfortunate  Bisclaveret;  when  the  per- 
secuted animal,  rushing  from  the  thicket,  and  running  straight 
np  to  the  king,  seized  his  stirrup  with  his  fore-paw,  began  to 
fiek  bis  feet,  and  with  the  most  piteous  whinings  to  implore 
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his  proteetioii.  Tbe  king  was,  at  first,  dreadfbll^  lightened; 
Imt  his  fear  soon  gave  way  to  pity  and  admiration.  H6 
called  his  attendants  to  witness  the  miracle;  ordered  the  dogs 
io  be  whipped  off;  solemnly  took  the  brute  under  his  ro^ni 
protection;  and  returned  to  his  palace,  closely  followed  by 
his  savage  attendant.  Bisclaveret  soon  became  an  uniyennl 
fifcYOurite;  he  was  fed  with  the  greatest  care,  slept  in  the 
royal  apartments,  and,  though  indefatigable  in  his  attentions 
to  the  king  his  master,  returned  with  gratitude  the  caresses 
of  the  courtiers,  who  admired  and  esteemed,  without  enyying, 
his  superior  intelligence  and  accomplishments.  At  length  the 
king  having  thought  fit  to  summon  a  plenar  court,  his  barons 
flocked  fi:om  all  quarters  to  the  festival,  and,  among  the  rest, 
the  husband  of  the  fidse  lady.  No  one  had  thought  of  paying 
the  least  attention  to  Bisclaveret,  whose  gentleness  was  even 
more  remarkable  than  his  sagacity:  but  no  sooner  did  the 
knight  make  his  appearance  than  the  ftnimal  attacked  him 
with  the  greatest  ftiry,  and  was  scarcely  prevented,  even  by 
the  interposition  of  the  king  himself,  from  tearing  him  to 
pieces,  ^e  same  scene  occuired  a  second  time,  and  occasioned 
infinite  surprise;  for  all  agreed  that  Bisclaveret  must  have 
had  good  reasons  fiir  his  conduct,  though  it  was  not  easy  to 
conjecture  what  injury  he  had  received.  Not  long  after  this 
the  king  went  to  himt  in  the  forest  where  the  animal  had  been 
found;  and  the  wicked  vnfe,  as  lady  of  the  manor,  having 
sent  before  her  a  magnificent  present,  set  forth  to  pay  her 
court  to  her  sovereign.  Bisclaveret  saw  her  approach,  flew 
upon  her,  and  instantly  tore  her  nose  firom  her  face.  This 
act  of  discourtesy  to  a  lady  excited  universal  indignation : 
even  ^e  king  himself  took  part  against  his  fitvoiinte,  who 
would  have  been  punished  with  instant  death,  but  for  the 
interflerence  of  an  aged  counsellor,  "This  lady,  sir,"  said  he 
to  the  king,  "was  the  vnfe  of  that  knight  whom  yon  so  ten- 
derly loved,  and  whose  unaccountable  Ssappearance  you  have 
so  long  regretted.  The  baron  whom  Bisclaveret  first  assaulted 
is  her  present  husband.  Your  fiivouriie  animal,  whose  gen- 
tleness and  sagacity  appear  nearly  human,  becomes  ferocious 
only  on  the  appearance  of  these  two.  There  is  certainly  some 
mystery  in  this,  which  the  lady,  if  imprisoned  and  intezro- 
'g^ted,  could  probably  diacoyer.  Bzitany  is  Hie  country  of 
wonders—* 
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Munte  mearrailie  avuni  vea 
Qui  ezL  Bretaigne  est  avenu.*' 

Bi  compliance  with  tliis  adrice  tiie  lady  was  put  in  dose 
confinement,  the  whole  seeret  extorted,  and  the  clolhes  of 
BEflclayeret  duly  restored.  But  when  they  were  brought 
before  him,  the  animal  appeared  to  survey  them  with  listless- 
Bess  and  inattention;  and  the  king  had  again  recourse  to  his 
npient  counsellor,  by  whose  adrice  they  were  transferred  to 
die  royal  bed-chamber,  where  Bisckveret  was  left,  without 
witnesses,  to  effect,  if  possible,  his  metamorphosis.  In  due 
time  the  king,  attended  by  two  of  his  barons,  repaired  to  the 
ciiamber,  and  found  the  knight,  in  his  natural  form,  asleep  on 
ti&e  royal  bed.  His  master  immediately  embraced  him  with 
tlie  utmost  affection;  restored  all  his  estates,  added  more, 
and  banished  the  wicked  wife,  tc^ther  with  her  paramour, 
from  the  country.  It  is  remarkable  Ihat,  after  her  accident, 
she  became  very  prolific,  and  bore  several  children,  all  of 
wlunn  were  females,  and  distinguished  by  the  disagreeable 
singularity  of  being  bom  without  noses.  Be  assured  that 
this  adyenture  is  strictly  true,  and  that  the  lay  of  Bisclayeret 
was  composed  for  the  purpose  of  making  it  known  to  the 
hptest  posterity. 

No.  5.  LanyaL  646  Hnes. 

For  the  substance  of  this  hiy,  also,  the  reader  is  referred 
to  Le  Grand's  collection  of  fabliaux,  and  to  Way's  trans- 


No.  6.  Les  deux  Axnants.  242  lines. 

In  Neustria,  now  called  Normandy,  is  a  single  mountain  dt 
mnsual  heig^  and  yerdure,  called  the  mountain  *'  of  the  two 
loven^"  in  consequence  of  an  adyentnre  to  which  it  gave  tise, 
and  of  which  the  Bvetons  have  fesmed  &  lay.  Close  toi^  az» 
the  remains  of  a  city,  now  zednoed  to  a  few  houses,  but  fer- 
meriy  opulent^  founded  by  the  king  of  the  Pistreins,  whenee 
it  was  called  Depistreins,  and  the  neighfaouiing  valley  Yal  d« 
Pistre.  This  ki^  had  an  only  dan^ter,  whom  he  loved  with 
aneh  tenderness  that  he  could  not  bear  to  be  separated  from 
kec  With  a  view  to  oheck  the  porsuits  of  the  lovazs,.  whoas 
her  beauty  and  accomplishmenta  attracted,  he  pabliriied  a 
dsGXOCiiliuUherhandflhanldneyeEbejgrantod^)^  ti»aindtiv 
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who  should  be  able  to  carry  her,  -without  resting,  from  the 
bottom  to  the  top  of  the  adjoining  moimtain.  Many  attempted 
the  enterprise,  for  presumption  is  common;  none  achieved  it, 
because  its  execution  was  barely  possible.  The  suitors  disap- 
peared,  one  by  one,  and  the  beautrCul  princess  seemed  doomed 
to  eternal  celibacy.  There  was  one  youth,  the  son  of  a  neigh- 
bouring baron,  who  was  a  fietTouritc  with  the  king  and  with 
the  whole  court,  and  whose  assiduities,  which  were  dictated 
by  an  imconquerable  and  sincere  passion,  ultimately  gained 
the  lady's  warmest  affections.  His  discretion  was  such,  that 
their  mutual  affection  was  long  a  secret  to  aU  the  world:  but 
this  discretion  became,  at  length,  almost  intolerable ;  and  the 
youth,  hopeless  of  fulfilling  tae  condition  which  alone  could 
obtain  the  hand  of  his  mistress,  earnestly  conjured  her  to  fly 
with  him  from  her  £%ther*s  court.  To  this,  however,  she 
would  not  consent;  but  suggested  a  mode  of  accomplishing 
their  wishes  more  compatible  with  her  filial  piety.  ''I  have," 
said  she,  ^'a  rich  aunt  who  resides  and  has  studied  during 
thirty  years  at  Salerno.  In  that  celebrated  school  she  has  so 
completely  acquired  the  art  of  medicine ;  has  learned  so  many 
salves  and  drugs;  has  so  studied  herbs  and  roots,  that  she  will 
be  enabled  to  compose  for  you  electtMries  and  drinks  capable 
of  communicating  to  you  the  degree  of  vigour  necessary  for 
the  accomplishment  of  the  trial  prescribed  by  my  father's 
law.  To  her  you  shall  bear  a  letter  from  me,  and  at  your 
return  you  shcdl  demand  me  from  the  king  on  the  terms  to 
which  he  has  himself  assented."  The  lover  thanked  her; 
went  home ;  provided  the  necessary  assortment  of  rich  clothes, 
and  other  merchandize,  of  palfreys,  beasts  of  burthen,  and 
attendants,  and  set  off  for  Salerno.  His  mission  was  per- 
fectly successful.  The  good  aimt's  electuaries  rendered  him 
much  more  athletic  thui  before ;  and  he  brought  with  him, 
in  ^  small  vial,  an  elixir  capable  of  instantly  restoring  the 
strength  at  the  moment  of  complete  exhaustion.  He  there^ 
fore  returned  full  of  confidence,  and  claimed  the  trial;  which 
was  granted.  The  king,  having  summoned  all  his  principal 
vassals  to  behold  the  ceremony,  conducted  his  daughter  into 
the  great  plain  on  the  banks  of  the  Seine,  and  found  the  you^ 
already  stationed  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain.  The  lovely 
princeBS  had  scarcely  tasted  food  since  the  departure  of  her 
lover;  she  would  gladly  haye  wasted  herself  to  the  lightness 
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of  air  far  the  purpose  of  diminishing  his  labour.  Of  clothes 
she  wore  none,  excepting  a  shift  which  closely  enveloped  her. 
Her  lover  catching  her  up  with  one  hand,  and  bearing  the 
precious  vial  in  the  other,  appeared  perfectly  unconscious  of 
the  burthen,  and  bore  her,  with  the  rapidity  of  lightning* 
more  than  half  way  up  the  mountain:  but  here  the  princess 
perceived  that  his  breath  began  to  feil,  and  earnestly  donjured 
him  to  have  recourse  to  his  medicine.  He  replied  that  he 
was  still  fiill  of  vigour;  that  he  was  too  much  within  sight  of 
the  multitude  below;  that  their  cries,  on  seeing  him  stop 
even  for  an  instant,  would  annoy  and  dishearten  him;  ana 
that,  while  able  to  proceed  alone,  he  would  not  appeal  to 
preternatural  assistance.  At  two  thirds  of  the  height  the 
princess  felt  him  totter  imder  the  weight,  and  again  repeated 
her  earnest  entreaties.  But  he  no  longer  heard  or  listened  to 
her:  exerting  his  whole  remains  of  strength,  he  staggered 
with  her  to  the  top,  still  bearing  the  untasted  vial  in  his 
hand,  and  dropped  dead  on  the  ground.  His  mistress,  think» 
ing  that  he  had  only  fainted,  knelt  down  by  his  side,  applied 
the  elixir  to  his  lips,  but  found  that  life  had  left  him.  She 
then  dashed  the  vial  on  the  ground,  uttered  a  dreadful  shriek, 
threw  herself  on  the  body,  and  instantly  expired.  The  king 
and  his  attendants,  much  surprised  at  not  seeing  the  lovers 
return,  ascended  the  motmtain,  and  foimd  the  youth  hat 
locked  in  the  arms  of  the  princess.  By  command  of  her 
&ther  they  were  buried  on  me  spot  in  a  marble  coffin,  and 
the  mountain  still  retains  the  name  of  ^'the  two  lovers." 
Aroimd  their  tomb  the  earth  exhibits  an  imceasing  verdure; 
and  hither  the  whole  country  resort  for  the  most  valuable 
herbs  employed  in  medicine,  which  owe  their  origin  to  the 
contents  of  tiie  marvellous  vial. 

No.  7.  Ywonec.  552  lines.  • 

There  lived  once  in  Britain  an  old  knight  of  great  opulence, 
who  was  lord  of  Caerwent,  a  city  situated  on  the  river  Duglas. 
He  had  married,  when  fkr  advanced  in  years,  a  young  wife 
of  high  birth  and  transcendent  beauty,  in  hopes  of  begetting 
an  heir  to  his  great  estates;  but  when,  at  the  end  of  seven 
years,  this  hope  was  frustrated,  he  locked  her  up  in  his  strong 
castle,  imder  the  care  of  his  sister,  an  aged  widow  lady  of 
great  devotion  and  asperity  of  temper.    His  own  amusements 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


64  i-KTitomrcxioK. 

Were  confined  to  the  cbaBe;  those  of  his  edster  to  thumbuiff 
her  psalter,  and  chanting  its  contents :  the  young  lady  bad 
no  solace  but  in  her  tears.  One  morning  in  April,  ^idien  tiie 
birds  begin  to  sing  the  songs  of  love,  ihe  old  gentleman  had 
risen  eaHy,  and  awakened  his  sister,  who  carefully  shut  the 
doors  after  him  while  he  set  forth  for  the  woods,  and  his  young 
wife  began  her  usual  lamentations.  She  execrated  the  hour 
when  she  was  bom,  and  the  fetal  ayarioe  of  her  parents,  fat 
baying  united  her  to  an  old  jealous  tyrant,  who  was  afiraid  of 
faiiB  own  shadow,  and  debarred  her  eren  from  going  to  churdi. 
fiHie  had  heard  that  the  country  round  her  prison  was  onoe 
fimed  for  adventures;  that  young  and  gallant  knights  used  to 
Bkeet,  without  censure  or  impediment,  beautiful  and  affeo- 
ttdnate  mistzesses.  But  her  lot  was  endless  miseiy  (for  her 
tyrant  was  certainly  immortal),  unless  the  supreme  Disposer 
-ei  events  should,  by  some  miracle,  suspend  the  listlessness  of 
hm  present  existence.  She  had  scarcely  finished  this  ejacula- 
iion,  when  the  shadow  of  a  laree  bird,  which  nearly  inter- 
cepted all  the  light  proceeding  from  the  narrow  windoir  of 
%er  room,  arrested  her  attention.  The  bird,  a  fidcon  of  the 
largest  size,  flew  into  the  chamber,  and  perched  at  the  foot  of 
%er  bed.  While  she  gaxed  on  the  falcon,  it  gradually  assumed 
ihe  figure  of  a  young  and  handsome  knight.  She  started, 
changed  colour,  and  drew  a  veil  over  her  &ce,  but  still  gazed 
and  Hstened  with  some  fear,  much  astonishment,  but  more 
pleasure.  The  knight  soon  broke  ^enoe.  He  b^ged  her 
not  to  be  alarmed ;  confessed  that  his  mode  of  visiting  was 
new,  and  rather  mysterious;  but  that  a  falcon  was  a  gentle 
and  noble  bird,  whose  figure  oij^ht  not  to  create  suspicion. 
He  was  a  neighbourii^  prince,  who  had  long  known  and 
loved  her,  andvdshed  to  dedicate  the  remainder  of  his  days  to 
her  service,  if  she  would  accept  him  as  her  lover.  The  lady, 
gradually  removing  her  veil,  ingenuously  told  him  that  he 
was  mudi  handsomer,  and  apparently  more  amiable,  than  any 
man  she  had  ever  seen;  and  that  she  should  be  happy  to 
aoe^t  him  as  lover,  if  such  a  connection  could  be  legitimate, 
and  if  he  believed  in  God.  The  prince  highly  approved  of 
this  scruple ;  entered  at  large  into  the  articles  of  lus  creed; 
and  concluded  by  advising  that  she  should  feign  herself  sick 
aend  for  her  chaplain;  and  direct  him  to  bring  the  host 
^^when,"  said  he,  **I  will  assume  your  appearance,  aqd 
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zeodve  ihe  Hacrainfint  in  your  stead.'*  Ibe  lady  was  of  eame 
aatiBfipd  with  fhls  proposal;  and,  when  the  old  woman  anne 
in  and  summoned  her  to  rise,  she  professed  to  be  at  the  point 
of  death,  and  entreated  the  immemate  assistance  of  the  chap- 
lain. Such  a  request,  in  the  absence  of  her  lord,  could  not 
be  re^^ularly  granted :  but  a  few  aoreams  and  a  fainting  fit 
removed  the  old  lady's  doubts,  and  she  hobbled  off  in  seardi 
of  the  chaplain,  who  immediately  brought  the  host;  andMul« 
dnmarec  (for  such  was  the  name  of  ibe  Mcon-prinoe),  assum- 
ing the  appearance  of  his  mistress,  went  throu^  the  sacred 
cenemony  with  becoming  devotian.  The  lovers  now  con- 
sidered tbemselyes  as  man  and  wife,  and  acted  acoordii^ly. 
The  lady's  supposed  illness  enabled  ihe  prince  to  protract  his 
visit;  but  at  length  the  moment  of  separation  came,  and  the 
lady  expresBcd  her  wish  for  the  firequent  repetition  of  Iheir 
interviews.— '* Nothing  is  so  easy,"  sud  Muldumarec:  '^when- 
ever ^ou  express  an  ardent  wish  to  see  me,  I  shall  xustontly 
be  vnth  you.  But  beware  of  that  old  woman.  She  will  pro- 
bably discover  our  secret,  and  betray  it  to  her  brother;  and  I 
announce  to  you  that  the  moment  of  discovery  will  be  that  of 
my  death."  With  these  words  he  flew  off.  His  mistress, 
with  all  her  caution,  was  unable  to  conceal  entirely  the  com- 
plete change  in  her  sensations.  Her  soKtude,  formerly  so 
irksome,  vras  become  the  source  of  her  greatest  delight ;  her 
person,  so  long  neglected,  again  became  on  object  of  her  soli- 
citude; and  bar  artful  and  jealous  husband,  on  his  return  from 
^be  chase,  often  discovered  in  her  features  the  traces  of  a 
voluptuous  satisfikction,  of  which  his  conscience  told  him  that 
he  was  not  the  author.  His  vague  suspicions  were,  after  a 
time,  communicated  to  his  sister;  but  she,  who  thought  her- 
self the  jToung  lady's  sole  companion,  and  could  not  reproach 
herself  with  any  enlivening  qualities,  was  equally  unable  to 
account  for  her  pupil's  contented  demeanour.  At  length  the 
jealous  husband  commanded  her  to  conceal  herself  in  hk 
wife's  apartment  during  his  absence,  to  watch  inde&tigably, 
and  to  report  whatever  she  should  discover.  His  orders  were 
pnnetually  obeyed,  and  the  result  was  a  full  confirmation  qt 
all  his  suspicions.  He  now  exerted  himself  in  devising  the 
sseans  of  vengeance.  He  secretly  prepared  and  placed  before 
Hie  &tal  wii^w  a  sort  of  trap  composed  of  well-sharpened 
steel  arrows,  and,  rising  long  before  day,  set  oft  on  his  usual 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


£6  INTXOJ)UCTIOK. 

occopation.  The  old  lady,  after  carefullv  shutting  Ihe  doors 
after  him,  returned  to  her  bed  to  sleep  till  daj-breds ;  and  his 
-wife,  awakened  at  this  unusual  hour,  could  not  refrain  from 
uttering  an  ardent  wish  for  the  company  of  her  dear  Muldu- 
marec.  Her  feuthful  prince  was  instantly  at  her  side ;  but  he 
had  received  his  death  wound,  and  she  fbund  herself  sprinkled 
with  his  blood.  Oreipowered  by  fear  and  surprise,  she  could 
scarcely  hear  him  say  that  he  died  for  her,  and  that  his  pro- 
phecy was  accomplished.  She  fidnted  in  his  arms;  but  he 
conjured  her  to  preserve  her  life,  and  annoimced  to  her  that 
she  was  pr^:nant  with  a  son,  whom  she  must  call  Ywonec, 
and  who  was  destined  to  be  the  avenger  of  both  his  parents. 
He  then  hastily  departed  through  an  open  and  unguarded 
window.  His  mistress,  though  in  her  shift,  uttering  a  piteous 
scream,  threw  herself  out  of  the  same  window,  and  pursued 
his  flight  by  the  trace  of  his  blood,  which  the  first  beams  of 
morning  enabled  her  to  distinguish.  At  length  she  arrived 
at  a  thick  wood,  where  she  was  soon  surroimded  with  dark- 
ness; but  she  pursued  the  beaten  track,  and  emerged  into  a 
meadow;  where  recovering  the  trace  of  the  blood,  she  pur* 
sued  it  to  a  large  city  of  unexampled  magnificence,  which  she 
entered,  and  proceeded  to  the  palace.  No  one  was  visible  in 
the  streets.  In  the  first  apartment  she  found  a  knight  asleep. 
She  knew  him  not,  and  passed  on  to  the  next,  where  she 
found  a  second  knight  equally  unknown  to  her.  She  entered 
the  third  room ;  and  on  a  bed  which  almost  dazzled  her  by 
the  splendour  of  its  ornaments,  and  which  was  surrounded  by 
numerous  torches  blazing  in  golden  candlesticks,  recognised 
her  dear  Muldumarec,  and  sunk  almost  lifeless  with  feUigue 
and  terror  by  his  side.  Though  very  near  to  his  last  moments, 
he  was  still  able  to  comfort  and  instruct  her.  He  adjured  her 
to  return  instantly,  while  she  could  escape  the  notice  of  his 
subjects,  to  whom,  as  their  story  was  known,  she  would  be 
particularly  obnoxious.  He  gave  her  a  ring,  in  virtue  of 
which  he  assured  her  that  she  would  in  future  escape  the  per- 
secution and  even  the  jealousy  of  her  husband.  He  then  put 
into  her  hands  his  sword,  widi  directions  that  it  should  never 
be  touched  by  man  till  his  son  should  be  dubbed  a  knight; 
when  it  must  be  delivered  to  him  with  due  solemnity,  near 
the  tomb  of  his  father,  at  the  moment  when  he  should  learn 
the  secret  of  his  birth,  and  the  miseries  produced  by  it  to  hia 
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parents.  She  would  then  see  the  first  use  to  which  her  boy 
would  ^t  it.  The  prince  had  now  nearly  spent  his  last 
breath  in  the  service  of  his  beloved  mistress;  he  could  only 
instruct  her  by  signs  to  put  on  a  magnificent  robe  which  lay 
near  him,  and  to  hasten  her  departure.  She  staggered  through 
the  town,  arrived  in  the  solitary  fields,  heard  the  distant  knell 
which  announced  her  lover^s  death,  and  sunk  exhausted  to 
the  ground.  At  length  the  air  revived  her;  she  slowly 
renewed  her  journey,  and  returned  to  her  castle,  which,  by 
virtue  of  her  ring,  she  entered  undisturbed.  Till  the  birth  of 
her  son,  and  from  that  time  to  the  conclusion  of  his  education, 
she  lived  in  silent  anguish,  and  ia  the  patient  expectation  of 
the  day  of  vengeance.  The  young  Ywonec,  b^  his  beauty 
and  address,  recalled  to  her  mind  the  loved  mia^  of  his 
&ther ;  and  at  length  she  beheld  him,  with  a  throbbmg  heart, 
invested  admist  the  applause  of  all  the  spectators  with  the 
dignity  of  knighthood.  The  hour  of  retribution  was  now  fiist 
approaching.  At  the  feast  of  St.  Aaron,  in  the  same  year, 
the  baron  was  summoned  with  his  fiunily  to  Caerleon,  where 
the  festival  was  held  with  great  solemnity.  In  the  course  of 
their  journey  they  stopped  for  the  night  in  a  spacious  abbey, 
where  they  were  received  with  the  greatest  hospitality.  The 
good  abbot,  for  the  purpose  of  detaining  his  guests  during 
another  day,  exhibited  to  them  the  whole  of  the  apartments, 
the  dormitory,  the  refectory,  and  the  chapter-house,  in  which 
they  beheld  a  vast  sepulchral  monument,  covered  with  a 
superb  pall,  fringed  with  gold,  and  surrounded  by  twenty 
waxen  tapers  in  golden  candlesticks,  while  a  vast  silver  cen- 
ser, constantly  burning,  filled  the  air  with  fumes  of  incense. 
The  guests  naturally  inquired  concerning  the  name  and 
quality  of  the  person  who  reposed  in  that  splendid  tomb;  and 
were  told  that  he  was  the  late  king  of  that  country;  the  best, 
the  handsomest,  the  wisest,  the  most  comrteous  and  liberal  of 
mankind;  that  he  was  treacherously  slain  at  Caerwent,  for 
his  love  to  the  lady  of  that  castle;  that  since  his  death  his 
subjects  had  respected  his  dpng  injunctions,  and  reserved  the 
crown  for  a  son  whose  arrival  they  stiU  expected  with  much 
anxiety.  On  hearing  this  story  the  lady  called  aloud  to 
Ywonec, — "Fair  son,  thou  hast  heard  how  Providence  hath 
conducted  us  hither.  Hero  lies  thy  father,  whom  this  old  man 
slew  with  wickedness.     I  now  put  into  thy  hands  the  sword 
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of  ihy  Bire;  I  hare  kept  it  long  enough."  She  then  piooeeded 
to  tdil  him  the  Bad  adyenture  of  his  birth,  and,  having  with 
much  difficnhy  concluded  her  recital,  fell  dead  on  the  tomb  of 
hear  husband.  Ywonec,  ahnost  frantic  with  grief  and  horror, 
instantly  sacrificed  his  hoary  Bt^-£stther  to  uie  manes  of  his 
parents;  and,  having  caused  his  mother  to  be  interred  witih 
suitable  honours  near  the  body  of  her  lover,  accepted  from  his 
subjects  the  crown  which  they  had  reserved  for  the  represen- 
tative of  a  long  line  of  royal  ancestors. 

No.  8.  LaustLC.  164  lines. 

The  author  tells  us  that  this  lay  is  called  in  the  Breton 
tongue  Laustic,*  and  in  '* right  English"  the  Nihtegale 
(nightingale).  It  is  Tery  well  written,  and  contains  many 
picturesque  descriptions;  besides  which  it  breathes,  through- 
out, that  peculiar  spirit  of  formal  gaUantry  which  jn^vailed 
in  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth  centuries,  and  at  that  time  was 
likely  to  insure  its  popularity.  But  the  adventure  it  relates 
is  as  insipid  as  possible.  In  the  district  of  St.  Malos  is  the 
town  of  Bon,  which  derives  its  name  from  the  goodness  of 
two  knights  who  formerly  dwelt  in  it.  The  one  was  married ; 
the  other  was  in  love  wi&  his  neighbour's  wife,  who  returned 
his  affection.  The  houses  were  so  near,  being  only  separated 
by  a  wall,  that  the  lovers  could  easily,  from  the  windows  of 
their  respective  bedchambers,  interchange  their  amorous 
glances;  talk  together  without  being  overheard,  and  even 
toss  to  each  olher  little  presents  and  symbols  of  attachment. 
For  the  purpose  of  enjoymg  this  amusement,  the  lady,  during 
the  warm  nights  of  spring  and  summer,  used  to  rise  from  her 
husband^s  side,  and^  throwing  a  mantle  over  her,  repair  to 
the  window  and  stay  there  till  near  the  dawn  of  day.  The 
good  man,  much  annoyed  by  this  practice,  roughly  asked  her 
what  was  the  object  which  so  constantly  allured  her  from  her 
bed,  and  was  told  that  it  was  "die  sweet  voice  of  the  night- 
xi^ale.  Having  heard  this,  he  set  all  his  servants  to  work ; 
spread  on  every  twig  of  his  hazels  and  chesnut-trees  a  quan- 
tity of  birdlime;  and  set  throughout  the  orchard  so  many 
traps  and  springes,  that  the  nightingale  was  shortly  caught 

*  Eanstic  is  stfll  a  nightingale  in  the  Breton  language,  and  Teanstic  la 
the  Prench  manner  of  speaking. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


KASIS'B  J£LYB.  69 

^md'delifeEed  to  ium.  Tmmediately  ruximng  to  his  wife,  and 
twkfciiig  the  biid's  neck,  he  tossed  it  into  her  boeom  so  hastily 
Ihat  bar  shift  mtm  spiinkled  with  the  blood;  adding  that  her* 
enemy  was  now  dead,  and  ihat  she  might  in  iatore  sleep  in 
ifoiet  Tbe  lady,  who  it  seems  was  not  fertile  in  expedients, 
edbnitted  to  the  loss  of  her  nightly  conyersations,  and  was' 
contented  with  ezonlpating  herself  towards  her  lover  by  send- 
ing him  the  dead  bird  incbeed  in  a  bag  of  white  satin,  on 
wUdi  she  embroidaed  the  history  of  its  &te;  and  her  eaDant 
pacanuKir  caused  his  mistress's  present  to  be  inclosed  in  a 
golden  box,  ricfaly  studded  wiQi  gems,  which  he  omstantly 
cvxied  about  his  person. 

No.  9.  Milun.*  636  lines. 

HQim  was  a  knight  of  South  Wales.  His  strengdi  and 
powess  were  such  that,  from  the  first  day  of  his  reception 
mto  the  order,  he  never  met  an  adTersary  who  was  aue  to 
mhone  him.  His  reputation  spread  &r  beyond  the  borden 
<if  his  own  country,  and  he  was  known  and  admired  in  Ir^ 
land,  Norway,  Gothland,  Lo^gria  (England),  and  Albany 
(Sootiand).  At  no  great  distance  fitim  Milim's  castle  dwelt 
•a  <ipalent  baron,  who  had  an  only  danghter ,  courteous  in  her 
jnamiers  and  beantifbl  in  her  person.  Hearing  from  all  qwor- 
tCBB  the  praises  of  the  kni^t,  she  became  enamoured  of  him, 
end  sent  a  messenger  to  inform  him  that  her  heart  was  at  his 
eerviee  if  he  thought  it  worth  his  acceptance.  Milun,  whose 
a&ctions  were  not  pre-engaged,  returned  an  answer  expres- 
am  of  his  gratitude,  sent  her  his  gold  ring  as  a  symbol  of  his 
inyiolable  oonstoncy,  and,  having  fixed  her  messenger  in  his 
mCoests  by  magnificent  presents,  arranged  with  him  a  secure 
place  of  meeting.  Their  intercourse  was  managed  so  dis- 
«retfy  as  to  excite  no  suspicion;  but  at  length  the  young  lady 
hecame  pregnant,  and,  sending  for  her  lover,  represented  to 
him  the  fidal  consequences  of  her  situation.  By  an  ancient 
law  of  the  country  dhe  was  subject,  at  her  other's  option,  to 
be  punished  with  instant  death,  or  to  be  sold  as  a  slave ;  and 
she  saw  no  means  of  escaping  this  frightftd  alternative. 
Ifiinn  listened  in  silent  horror,  but  could  suggest  no  expe- 
dienty  when  lus  mistress's  old  nurse  undertook  to  conceal  the 
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rest,  if  the  cbild  could  be  properly  disposed  of;  and  for  ffais 
the  young  lady  found  a  ready  contrivanoe.  She  had  a  sister 
richly  married  in  Northumberland,  to  whom  Milun  might 
cause  the  child  to  be  conveyed,  toother  with  a  letter  explun* 
ing  all  the  circumstances  of  its  birth,  and  Milun*s  gold  ring, 
by  means  of  which  it  might  in  due  time  discover  and  make 
itself  known  to  its  parents.  This  arrangement  was  adopted, 
and  succeeded,  llie  young  lady  was  safely  delivered  of  a 
boy ;  the  ring  was  hung  about  his  neck,  togetiiier  with  a  punie 
containing  the  letter;  he  was  placed  in  a  soft  cradle,  swathed 
in  the  finest  linen,  with  an  embroidered  piUow  under  his  head, 
and  a  rich  coverlid  edged  with  sable  to  protect  him  from  the 
cold.  Milun,  in  delivering  him  to  his  attendants,  ordered 
that  during  the  journey  he  should  stop  seven  times  in  the 
day,  for  the  purpose  of  being  washed^  suckled,  set  to  sleep, 
and  again  replaced  in  the  cradle.  The  nurse,  and  all  the 
servants  who  attended  him,  had  been  selected  with  great  care, 
and  performed  their  charge  with  fidelity ;  and  the  Northum- 
brian lady  assured  her  sister,  by  a  letter  which  was  brought 
back  by  the  same  trusty  persons,  that  she  accepted  the  charge 
with  pleasure.  This  point  being  thus  settled,  Milun  left  his 
castle  for  a  short  time  on  some  military  business,  and  during 
his  absence  the  young  lady's  fiither  resolved  to  bestow  her  in 
marriage  on  a  neighbouring  baron.  She  was  now  almost 
reduced  to  despair.  Her  lover,  to  whom  she  was  more  than 
ever  attached,  was  absent;  she  had  no  possible  asylum  against 
the  authority  of  her  fiither;  to  avow  to  her  new  husband  what 
had  happened  was  impossible,  and  to  conceal  it  firom  him 
extremely  difficult.  But  she  was  oompeUed  to  submit.  The 
marriage  took  place;  and  Milun  on  his  return  was  scarcely 
less  distressed  than  his  mistress,  till  he  recollected  that  she 
was  still  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  that  he  might  perhaps  be 
able  to  devise  some  means  of  procuring  an  interview.  He 
had  a  favourite  swan,  long  accustomed  to  feed  out  of  his  hand. 
Having  written  and  sealed  a  letter,  he  tied  it  round  the  neck 
of  the  bird;  and,  finding  that  it  was  effectually  concealed  by 
the  feathers,  called  to  him  a  fiivourite  servant,  and  directed 
him  to  repair  to  the  lady's  habitation,  to  devise  some  con- 
trivance  for  gaining  admission  to  her,  and  to  deliver  the  swaa 
into  her  own  hands.  The  man  executed  his  commission  with 
great  ingenuity.     He  represented  himself  to  the  porter  of  the 
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castle  as  a  poaeher;  stated  that  he  had  just  caught  a  fine 
swan  close  to  Caerleon;  and  that  he  much  wished  to  con- 
ciliate the  future  intercession  of  the  lady  by  presenting  it  to 
her.  The  porter,  after  some  hesitation,  went  to  explore  the 
antichamber;  and,  finding  in  it  only  two  knights  who  were 
intent  on  a  game  of  chess,  returned  immediately,  and  con- 
ducted the  man  to  his  lady*s  apartment;  which,  on  his  knock- 
ing, was  opened  to  them.  HaTing  graciously  accepted  the 
present,  she  was  going  to  recommend  the  swan  to  the  care  of 
one  of  her  valets;  but  the  messenger  observing  *'that  this  was 
a  royal  bird,  who  would  only  accept  of  food  from  her  own 
hand,"  and  desiring  her  to  caress  it,  she  soon  perceived  the 
letter,  and  changed  colour;  but,  recovering  herself,  dismissed 
the  messenger  with  a  present,  and  turned  out  her  own  atten- 
dants, excepting  one  maid,  and  proceeded  to  examine  the 
mysterious  letter.  It  contained  the  warmest  protestations  of 
her  lover's  unalterable  attachment;  expressed  a  hope  that  she 
might  be  able  to  point  out  a  secure  place  of  meeting;  and 
showed  her  an  easy  method  of  continuing  the  correspondence. 
**The  swan,  already  tame,  might,  by  good  feeding,  be  .easily 
attached  to  her;  after  which,  if  debarred  from  meat  during 
three  days,  he  would  when  set  at  liberty  take  wing  and  return 
to  his  old  master."  After  kissing  the  welcome  letter  till  sho 
had  nearly  obliterated  its  contents,  she  poceeded  to  put  in 
practice  her  lover's  injunctions;  and  havmg  by  stealth  pro- 
eured  some  parchment  and  ink,  she  made  an  equally  tender 
reply,  which,  being  tied  round  the  swan's  neck,  was  rapidly 
and  frdthiully  conveyed  to  Milun.  During  twenty  years  the 
happy  lovers  kept  up,  by  means  of  this  bird,  a  r^ular  cor- 
respondence, and  their  frequent  interviews  were  managed 
wiu  a  secrecy  which  secured  them  against  detection.  In  the 
mean  time  their  son,  after  receiving  an  excellent  education, 
had  been  dubbed  a  knight,  and  had  Teamed  from  his  aunt  the 
name  of  his  father,  and  the  mystery  of  his  birth.  Inflamed 
with  a  noble  ambition,  he  resolved  instantly  to  set  off  for 
foreign  countries,  and  to  surpass  his  sire  in  military  glory. 
On  the  next  day  he  communicated  the  project  to  his  aunt, 
who  did  not  fidl  to  give  him  a  number  of  instructions  for  his 
future  conduct,  whidi,  lest  he  should  forget  them,  she  repeated 
more  than  once,  and  accompanied  her  admonitions  with  such 
Kberal  presmts  as  would  enable  him  to  riyal  in  splendour  the 
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iM^est  of  lii9  competitors.  He  repaired  to  SoatliimptaiL;  < 
landed  at  Barbefluet  (Baifleur);  paased  into  Britany;  en^ 
gaeed,  by  his  generosity,  a  ninneroos  attendance  of  poor 
knights;  eclipsed  the  proudest  of  his  rmds  by  superior  Hbe- 
rality;  yanquished  the  stoutest;  gained  the  prize  in  every 
tournament;  and,  though  he  concealed  his  name,  vma  quickly 
known  through  the  country  by  the  appellation  of  '^  the  knig^ 
without  a  peer/'  The  fiune  of  this  youthful  waxricr  at  Imgth 
reached  the  ears  of  his  &ther.  From  the  first  moment  of  his 
bestriding  a  horse,  that  father  had  never  encountered  an 
equal;  and  as  he  trusted  that  age  had  added  to  his  addiesa 
more  than  it  had  yet  subtracted  from  his  vigour,  he  hoped  to 
prove,  by  the  overthrow  of  the  peerless  but  unknown  knight^ 
that  his  high  renown  was  owing  to  the  absence  of  Miluiu 
After  this  exploit  he  meant  to  go  in  quest  of  his  son,  whose 
departure  into  foreign  countries  had  been  lately  ooomiuni* 
cated  to  him;  and  having  obtained  the  permission  of  his 
mistress,  he  embarked  for  Nonnandy,  and  thence  proceeded 
into  Breti^e.  The  tournaments  did  not  begin  till  the  &s<* 
tival  of  E^ter.  Milun,  tiierefore,  who  had  amved  before  the- 
end  of  winter,  spent  the  interval  in  travelling  from  place  to 
place,  in  exercising  ho^tality,  and  in  searching  out  die  most 
meritorious  knights,  whom  he  attached  to  hunself  by  his 
liberality.  At  length  the  festival  took  place  at  Mont  St. 
Ifichel,  and  was  attended  by  crowds  of  knights,  French^ 
Flemish,  Norman,  and  Breton,  though  by  very  few  English. 
Milun  inquired  minutely  into  the  aims  and  devices  of  the 
miknown  knight,  and  had  no  difficulty  in  procuring  ampL» 
inforniati<m.  The  tournament  began.  The  (two  rivus  sepa- 
rately acquired  a  manifest  superiority,  and  bore  down  all  who 
opposed  ^em;  but  the  opinioDs  of  the  assembly  were  divided 
between  the  two.  The  strength  and  address  of  the  veteiaA 
appeared  invincible,  yet  l^e  supiplenesa  and  activity  of  the 
youth,  attracted  still  more  admiration.  Even  Milun  himself 
beheld  him  inih  a  mixture  of  wonder  and  delight,  and  sam#- 
moned  till  his  skill  and  strength  when  he  rode  to  encounter 
this  formidable  adversary.  &s  spear  was  too  well  directed 
to  miss  its  aim;  but  it  flew  into  a  thousand  splinters,  wbiie 
tiiat  of  the  youdt  remained  entire,  and  threw  him  at  soma 
distance  upon  the  gioniid.  By  the  violenoe  of  the  shock  the 
^entafl  of  his  heLnetwastei>ksii.oi^.aBdd]flpk^hisbear4 
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s&d  bair,  Ti^nch  were  become  gray  widi  age;  when  the  youth, 
hrb^mg  him  back  his  horse,  courteously  requested  him  to 
remomit,  expressiiig  his  regret  at  having  by  his  accidental 
'netoiy  sallied  the  &me  of  a  respectable  yeteran.  Milun, 
surveying  him  with  increased  admiration,  discovered  on  his 
fin^,  while  he  held  the  rein,  his  own  ring,  and  eamestlj 
eonjured  him  to  relate  his  history  and  the  names  of  his 
parents.  The  youth  obeyed,  and  was  proceeding  to  teU  all 
he  knew,  when  the  old  knight  again  springing  ftom  his  horse, 
and  catching  him  by  the  skirts  of  his  coat  of  mail,  hailed  him 
as  his  son,  and  received  him  in  his  arms  as  he  dismoimted  to 
xequest  Ihe  patemfd.  benediction.  The  tournament  being 
over,  they  retured  together  amidst  the  tears  and  applauses  dt 
tiie  assembly,  and  retreated  to  their  inn,  where  Milun  related 
to  bis  son  the  whole  series  of  his  adventures.  The  young 
man  listened  till  the  end  with  respectM  attention;  and  then 
exclaimed,  ^'  In  &ith,  &ir  sire,  I  will  unite  you  to  my  mother. 
I  will  kill  her  present  husband,  and  you  shall  marry  her.'* 
Una  being  arranged,  they  parted  for  the  night.  On  Ihe  next 
day  they  arrived  at  the  sea;  embarked;  landed  in  Wdes 
alter  a  short  and  pleasant  passage;  and  were  proceeding  to 
IGhin's  castle,  when  they  were  met  by  a  messenger  bearing  a 
letter  to  BGlun  from  his  lady,  in  which  she  announced  thd 
death  of  her  husband,  and  requested  him  to  hasten  his  retom. 
At  this  joyful  news  they  hurried  on  to  the  lady's  castle;  and 
die  had  the  satisfiiction  of  being  for  ever  united  to  her  lover, 
at  -die  same  time  that  she  embraced  a  son  every  way  worthy 
of  his  accomplished  parents.  On  this  occasion,  says  the 
snthor,  ^  the  ancients  made  a  lay  which  I  have  here  set  down 
m  writing,  and  which  I  always  relate  with  firesh  pleasure." 

No.  10.     ChaitiveL  240  lines. 

This  lay  contains  few  incidents ;  and  is  rendered,  by  meant 
of  its  strange  and  abrupt  conclusion,  almost  wholly  uninte- 
zesting  to  modem  readers. — 'There  formerly  lived,  at  Nantiw 
inBretegne,  a  lady  of  such  exqidsite  beauty  that  no  one  could 
behold  her  with  impunity.  All  the  young  men  of  the  fbwa 
were  rivals  for  her  smiles;  but  four  kni^ts,  nearly  of  the 
same  age,  and  of  equal  birth  and  accomplishments,  soon 
edipaed  all  the  rest  of  their  comj^tors.  Each  of  these  four 
deserred,  and  obtained,  a  place  m  her  afiections;  but  theiy 
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merits  were  eo  equal  that  she  was  unable  to  make  a  choioe. 
At  tournaments  she  sent  to  all  four  some  mark  of  distinction; 
a  ring,  a  scarf,  a  pennant,  or  other  ornament;  and  all  ascribed 
to  her,  as  mistress  of  their  actions,  the  exploits  which  they 
had  the  good  fortune  to  perform.  It  happened  once  that 
Nantes  was  appointed  for  the  celebration  of  a  tournament  at 
the  Easter  festival.  Crowds  of  knights  assembled  from 
France,  Normandy,  Flanders,  Brabant,  Boulo^e,  and  Anjou. 
The  four  champions,  on  the  eve  of  tiie  festival,  set  out  to 
meet  the  foreign  knights,  and  proposed  to  just  with  an  equal 
number:  the  offer  was  accepted,  and  tbe  contest  ended  to  the 
advantage  of  the  town.  On  the  following  day  the  four  young 
lovers  stiU  further  distingmshed  themselves;  but  the  spec- 
tacle at  length  degenerated,  as  was  frequently  the  case,  mto 
a  real  combat,  in  which  three  out  of  the  four  were  acciden- 
tally slain^  and  the  fourth  dangerously  wounded.  All  four 
were  brought  back  to  the  lady  of  their  affections,  who  caused 
the  three  to  be  magnificently  interred,  and  smnmoned  the 
best  physicians  of  the  town  to  assist  her  in  her  attendance  on 
the  survivor.  Their  joint  efforts  were  at  length  successful. 
He  became  convalescent,  and,  finding  his  passion  revive  widi 
his  returning  health,  daily  importuned  the  lady  for  the  pre- 
sent of  her  hand,  to  which  there  now  remamed  no  other 
equal  claimant.  But  she  gave  him  to  understand,  that,  feel- 
ing herself  singular  in  misfortune,  by  having  lost  in  one  day 
three  admirers  of  superior  merit,  she  would  not  consent  to 
bear  to  the  bridal  ceremony  a  heart  which  must  be  consumed 
by  eternal  regret;  and  that,  as  a  monument  of  her  grief,  she 
intended  to  compose  a  lay,  the  title  of  which  should  be  "  Les 
quatre  Dols,''  (The  four  Grie&).  The  lover,  instead  of  at- 
tempting to  argue  her  out  of  this  resolution,  only  employs 
his  eloquence  in  convincing  her  that  the  title  of  the  new  lay 
ou^t  to  be  *'  Le  Chaitivel,"  (The  Wretch),  because  his  rivals 
had  found  in  death  the  end  of  their  disappointments,  while 
he  was  doomed  to  lead  a  life  of  constant  wretchedness  and 
privation.  The  lady  having  assented  to  this  change  of  title, 
the  story  is  suddenly  brought  to  a  conclusion. 

No.  11.    Chevrefoil.  118  lines. 

Our  poetess  informs  us  that  she  has  often  heard  this  lay 
with  umnite  ddight,  but  states  at  the  same  time  that  she  had 
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seen  it  in  the  written  history  of  Tristram  and  Queen  Ysolt. 
In  tacty  it  is  nothing  more  than  a  single  adventure  in  their 
history,  and,  in  its  unconnected  state,  would  he  scarcely  intel- 
ligible to  the  reader,  who  wiU  see  it  to  much  greater  advan- 
tage in  tiie  notes  to  Sir  Walter  Scott's  highly  curious  edition 
of  "  Sir  Tristram." 

No.  12.     EHduc.    1184  lines. 

This  is  stated  to  be  a  very  old  Breton  lay.  Its  original 
title,  it  seems,  was  '' Guildeluec.  ha  Gualadun,"  from  the 
names  of  the  two  heroines  of  the  story;  but  it  was  afterwards 
more  commonly  styled  the  lay  of  Eliduc.  It  is,  by  far,  the 
longest  tale  in  the  whole  collection,  and  sufficiently  interesting 
to  deserve  a  particular  description. 

Eliduc  was  a  knight  of  Bretagne,  much  admired  for  his 
military  prowess,  his  courtesy,  and  his  political  sagacity;  in 
consequence  of  which  his  sovereign,  who  loved  and  admired 
him,  was  in  the  habit  of  intrusting  to  his  sole  management 
the  most  important  cares  of  government.  Indeed,  so  great 
was  his  influence  at  court,  that  he  enjoyed,  almost  as  com- 
pletely as  the  king  himself,  the  privilege  of  the  chase  in  the 
royal  forests.  But  the  favo\ir  of  sovereigns  is  always  pre- 
carious; and  so  adroit  were  the  enemies  of  Eliduc,  that  he 
was  suddenly  deprived  of  all  his  honours,  and  even  banished 
the  country,  without  being  able  to  obtain  from  his  once  indul- 
gent master  the  privilege  of  knowing  the  crimes  laid  to  his 
charge,  or  of  being  confronted  with  his  accusers.  Fortunately 
he  was  m  the  prime  of  life,  fond  of  adventure,  and  not  of  a 
temper  to  despond.  He  retired  to  his  castle,  convened  his 
friends,  and  communicated  to  them  the  king*s  injustice,  and 
his  own  projects;  which  were,  to  embark  for  England,  and 
there  to  enter  into  the  pay  of  ike  first  king  who  might  want 
his  assistance.  But  he  had  a  wife,  the  fair  and  amiable 
Guildeluec,  whom  he  tenderly  loved,  and  whom,  as  he  was 
tmwilling  to  carry  her  into  exile,  he  earnestly  recommended 
to  their  care  and  attentions.  He  then  selected  ten  knights  as 
companions  of  his  adventure,  and  departed  for  the  sea-coast, 
escorted  by  nearly  all  his  firiends  and  vassals,  and  accom- 
panied by  Ids  wife,  who  was  almost  frantic  with  grief  at  this 
cruel  separation,  and  whom  he  could  scarcely  reconcile  to  her 
&te  by  repeating  again  and  again  the  most  solemn  assurances 
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gi  his  etemal  and  iimolable  fidelily.  At  length  he  embadDBd 
with  a  £ur  wind,  and,  binding  at  Totness  in  Devonshire,  pn^ 
oeeded  towards  Exeter.  The  king  of  this  district  had  an  onlj 
daughter,  the  heiress  of  his  dominions;  and,  having  refosed 
to  bestow  her  on  a  neighbouring  prince,  her  suitor,  was  at 
that  time  involved  in  a  most  distressful  war,  and  besieged  in 
his  capital.  Eliduc  determined  to  proceed  no  further:  he 
sent  a  message  to  the  distressed  king,  offering  his  assistance, 
and  requested,  if  the  proposal  should  be  rejected,  a  safe-con- 
dnct  through  the  country.  The  king  most  gladly  accepted 
the  offer,  and  ordered  his  constable  to  prepare  a  house  for  the 
zeoeption  of  the  welcome  guests,  and  to  issue  a  suitable  sum 
of  money,  together  with  a  supply  of  provisions  for  their 
monthly  expenditure.  Eliduc  and  his  attendants  were  mag* 
mficently  entertained.  His  inn  was  the  house  of  the  richest 
bnxgess  in  the  town,  and  Mtf  grand  tapestry  roam*  was  sur- 
rendered to  the  knight  by  its  proprietor.  Eliduc,  on  his  part, 
was  equally  liberal.  He  issued  strict  orders  to  his  attendants, 
that,  during  the  first  forty  days,  none  of  them  should  accept 
either  pay  or  provisions  from  the  court;  and  during  this  time 
he  kept,  at  his  own  expense,  a  table  profusely  served  for  the 
accommodation  of  sudi  kidghts  as  were  unprovided  with 
other  means  of  subsistence.  On  the  third  day  after  his  arrival 
an  ahum  was  spread  that  the  enemy  had  again  over-run  the 
country,  and  might  shortly  be  expected  at  the  gates.  Eliduc 
flew  to  arms;  and,  having  assembled  his  ten  knights,  was 
soon  after  joined  by  fourteen  more  from  the  difierent  ports  of 
the  city,  who  declcu^  themselves  ready  to  encounter,  imder 
his  command,  any  inequality  of  numbers.  Eliduc  praised 
their  zeal,  but  observed  that  tius  intemperate  valour  was  more 
fitted  for  the  lists  of  a  tournament  than  for  useful  service 
in  the  field;  and  requested  that  they,  who  knew  the  country, 
would  point  out  some  defile  in  whidi  he  could  hope  to  attadc 
the  enemy  on  equal  terms.  They  pointed  out  a  hollow  way 
in  the  neighbouring  forest,  by  which  the  invaders  usually 
passed  and  return^;  and  Endue,  while  hastening  to  the 
place,  described  to  them  the  measures  which  he  meant  to 
pursue,  and  exhorted  them  to  follow  him  with  vigour.  His 
measores  were  so  well  planned  and  executed,  that  the  foe 

*  La  bele  chambre  encartin^ 
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>  msrpdaed  while  laden  with  booty;  and  their  commander, 
with  thirty  of  his  principal  officers,  was  seized  on  his  palfrey, 
and  made  pdsoner  almost  without  resistance,  by  this  snudl 
hody  of  fi^e-and-twenty  knights.  The  squires  and  other  at- 
tendaotB  at  the  same  time  secured  a  lai^  quantity  of  bag- 
gige,  and  the  tro<^  immediately  hastened  iheir  return  to- 
wards the  city,  where,  however,  their  appearance  excited  no 
aaall  consternation.  The  king,  haying  mounted  to  a  watdi 
tower,  had  descried  his  small  garrison  of  knights  engaged  in 
a  distinct  action  with  very  superior  numbers;  after  which, 
seeing  a  large  body  in  full  march  for  the  city,  he  concluded 
that  EUduc  had  betrayed  him;  caused  the  gates  to  be  shut, 
the  alann  to  be  sounded,  and  commanded  the  citizens  to  de- 
Imd  the  walls.  But  being  quickly  undeceived,  he  welcomed 
his  deliverer  with  transports  of  joy  and  gratitude;  and,  after 
leoeiTing  his  oath  of  aUegianoe  for  a  year,  invested  him  widi 
the  supreme  military  command  during  that  period,  and  as- 
signed ample  pensions  to  himself  and  mi  his  attendants.  The 
kug*6  daughter,  the  beautiful  Quilliadun,  became  anxious  in 
her  turn  to  b^old  the  extraordinaiy  stranger,  who  on  the 
diiid  day  after  his  arrival  had  gained  a  most  important  vic- 
tory, and  had  confirmed  her  father  on  his  throne,  by  means  of 
a  troop  of  knights  who  scaroelv  appeared  competent  to  the 
defence  of  the  walls.  She  invited  him  to  an  audience,  to 
which  he  was  formally  introduced  by  one  of  her  chamber- 
huBs;  seated  him  near  her  on  a  bed;  and  entered  with  him 
iato  conversation  on  a  variety  of  indifferent  topics.  But 
daring  the  discourse  she  could  not  help  remarking  that  this 
CQBtummate  warrior  and  statesman  was  a  young  and  hand- 
wme  knight;  and  as  every  fresh  survey  of  his  person  led  her 
to  the  discovery  of  some  additional  merit,  she  at  length  found 
that  her  heart  was  completely  engaged  to  him;  and  after 
^hing,  and  turning  pale,  and  makmg  many  reflections  on 
the  indelicacy  of  avowing  her  passion,  would  probably  have 
revealed  it,  if  the  knight  had  not,  by  respectfidly  taking  his 
leave,  put  an  end  to  the  interview.  EUduc,  in  the  mean 
time,  had  not  been  blind  to  the  perfections  of  the  lovely 
Gulliadun.  Her  youth,  her  beauty,  her  simplicity  and  frank- 
ness of  character,  and,  above  all,  those  artless  sighs  which 
aarared  him  of  her  aflection,  had  made  an  indelible  impres- 
ttoa  on  his  heart.    At  length  the  image  of  his  wife«  and  his 

V  2 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


68  INTKODUCTIOK. 

«olemn  assnrances  of  fidelity  to  her,  interrupted  the  dream  of 
happiness  in  which  he  had  involuntarily  indulged:  but  the 
interruption  was  now  become  painful;  and  while  he  mentally 
repeat^  the  promise  of  adhering  to  his  duty,  he  felt  that  the 
promise  was  disavowed  by  his  inclination.  Guilliadim,  after 
a  sleepless  night,  found  it  impossible  to  keep  her  secret  locked 
lip  in  her  own  bosom,  and,  having  summoned  a  trusty  cham- 
berlain, confided  to  him  her  sudden,  and,  as  she  thought,  iu- 
explicable  passion.  After  a  long  discussion,  she  at  length,  at 
the  suggestion  of  her  counsellor,  dispatched  him  to  the  knight 
with  &e  usual  salutations  of  courtesy,  and  with  a  present  of 
her  ring  and  of  a  rich  girdle.  Eliduc  immediately  replied  by 
an  equally  courteous  message;  put  the  ring  on  his  finger; 
bound  the  girdle  round  his  loins;  offered  a  rich  present  to 
the  chamberlain,  who  declined  to  accept  it;  but  avoided  all 
discussion  on  the  subject  of  his  message.  The  impatient 
princess  was  almost  driven  to  despair  by  the  report  of  her 
chamberlain,  who,  though  convinced  that  Eliduc  could  not  be 
insensible  to  the  kindness  of  his  mistress,  was  unable  to  satisfy 
her  mind,  or  even  his  own,  concerning  the  cause  of  such  ex- 
treme discretion.  Both,  indeed,  were  ignorant  of  the  conflicts 
by  which  the  unhappy  knight  was  agitated.  To  recall  his 
former  fondness  for  his  wife,  and  to  conciliate  his  duty  and 
affection,  was  no  longer  possible;  to  betray  and  dishonour 
the  amiable  Guilliadun  would  be  injfiEimous ;  and  to  encourage 
her  passion  and  his  own,  without  being  hurried  too  far,  was 
extremely  difficult:  yet  on  this  he  ultimately  resolved;  and, 
having  mounted  his  horse,  set  off  for  the  palace  imder  pre- 
tence of  paying  his  court  to  the  king,  but  with  the  real  view 
of  obtaining  an  interview  with  his  daughter.  Fortunately 
the  monarch  was  at  that  moment  in  the  apartment  of  the 
princess,  to  whom,  while  he  played  a  game  of  chess  with  a 
foreign  knight,  he  explained  the  moves  of  the  game.  On  the 
entrance  of  Eliduc  he  immediately  introduced  him  to  his 
daughter,  enjoining  her  to  entertain  and  form  an  acquaintance 
with  a  knight  who  had  few  equals  in  merit;  and  the  young 
lady,  gladly  obeying  the  injunction,  retired  with  her  lover  to 
the  farther  end  of  the  apartment.  After  a  long  silence,  which 
was  equally  painful  to  both,  and  which  each  ineffectually  at- 
tempted more  than  once  to  interrupt,  Eliduc  luckily  bethought 
himself  of  returning  thanks  for  the  ring  and  girdle,  which,  as 
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■he  assured  her,  he  valued  far  beyond  all  his  eai-thly  posses- 
sioDS.     This  -warmth  of  expression  encouraging  the  princess, 
she  frankly  proceeded  to  make  an  avowal  of  her  passion,  de- 
claring that,  if  he  should  reject  her  hand,  thcrc  was  no  other 
man  on  earth  whom  she  would  ever  accept  as  a  husband;  and 
when  he  mysteriously  replied  that,  so  fiu:  as  his  wishes  were 
concerned,  there  could  be  no  bai-  to  their  union,  but  that  it 
was  his  purpose  after  the  year  of  service  for  which  he  wa^ 
pledged  to  her  father  to  return  and  establish  himself  in  his 
own  country,  she  told  him  that  she  had  full  confidence  in  his 
honour,  and  was  persuaded  that  when  the  time  arrived  he 
would  make  all  the  proper  arrangements  for  her  future  des- 
tiny.   Thus  ended  their  interview  to  their  mutual  satisfac- 
tion.    Eliduc,  watchful,  enteiprising,  and  indefatigable,  soon 
recovered  for  her  fiither  all  the  provinces  which  had  been 
torn  from  him,  and  insured  his  future  tranquillity  by  the 
capture  of  the  king  his  enemy;   but  scarcely  was  the  war 
concluded  when  the  knight  -received  an  embassy  from  his 
ibrmer  master,  whose    ingratitude  towards  liim  had  been 
pimished  by  the  loss  of  half  the  kingdom,   and  the  jeo- 
pardy of  the  rest,  adjiuing  him  to  come  with  all  speed 
to  the  rescue  of  a  country  which  was  now  purged  of  the 
monsters  whose  &lse  accusations  had  occasioned  his  imjust 
exile.     Such  an  embassy,  a  few  months  sooner,  would  have 
been  most  welcome,  but  to  part  with  GKiilliadun  now  appeared 
to  him  the  heaviest  of  misfortunes.     He  felt,  however,  that 
duty  called  him  away,  and  he  determined  to  obey  the  sum- 
mens.     He  went  to  the  king;  read  to  him  the  letters  which 
he  had  received;  and  eameslly  requested  leave  to  depart, 
though  his  stipulated  term  of  service  was  not  expired;  observ- 
ing at  the  same  time,  that  the  state  of  his  majesty's  affairs  no 
longer  required  his  attendance,  and  promising  that  at  the  first 
appearance  of  difficulty  he  would  return  with  a  powerful  body 
of  knights  to  his  assistance.     The  king,  after  vainly  endea- 
vouring by  the  most  splendid  offers  to  detain  him,  im willingly 
consented  to  his  departure;  but  to  obtain  the  consent  of  Guil- 
liadun  was  far  more  difficult.     Trusting  that  she  possessed  the 
whole  heart  of  her  lover,  and  perfecUy  unconscious  that  his 
hand  had  been  previously  given  to  another,  she  insisted  on 
accompanying  Imn  to  his  own  country,  and  threatened  to 
destroy  herself  in  case  of  his  refusal     Her  remonstrances 
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were  accompanied  by  &inting  fits,  which  terrified  Eliduc  into 
a  solemn  promise  of  submitting  himself  to  her  decision,  what- 
ever it  might  be ;  but  he  represented  that,  having  sworn  fealty 
to  the  king  her  fether,  he  could  not  now  take  her  with  him 
without  a  breach  of  his  oath;  whereas,  if  she  would  allow 
him  a  respite  till  after  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  servioe^ 
he  could  then,  without  disgrace,  comply  with  her  wishes;  and 
he  promised,  on  the  honour  of  a  knight,  that  if  she  woidd  fix 
a  day,  he  would  return  and  carry  her  off.  With  this  promise 
she  was  satisfied,  and  after  many  tears,  and  a  mutual  exchange 
of  rings,  ultimately  permitted  him  to  depart.  The  return  of 
Eliduc  to  his  coimtry  gave  infinite  pleasure  to  his  firiends,  to 
the  king  his  master,  and,  above  all,  to  his  excellent  wife,  wbe 
now  hoped  that  she  should  be  indemnified,  by  the  society  of 
her  beloved  husband,  for  her  long  and  dreary  hours  of  widorw- 
hood.  But  she  beheld  with  surprise  and  consternation  thftt 
he  harboured  some  secret  grief,  and  anxiously  inquired  if  any 
thing  in  her  conduct  had  given  him  displeasure.  Elidne 
assured  her  of  the  contrary,  but  told  her  in  apparent  confidence 
that  he  was  bound  by  his  oath  to  return  to  the  king  whom  lie 
had  lately  quitted,  so  soon  as  he  should  have  settled  the  affiurs 
of  his  own  country;  that  he  had  much  to  endure,  much  to  ac- 
complish; and  that,  harassed  as  he  was  on  all  sides,  he  should 
never  regain  his  formergaiety  till  he  should  have  extricated  him- 
self  from  all  his  difficulties.  In  the  mean  time,  his  mere  name 
had  inspired  the  enemy  with  alarm ;  his  reappearance  at  thehead 
of  the  armies  brought  back  victory  to  the  royal  standard ;  he 
saw  and  seized  the  moment  of  malong  an  advantageous  peace; 
and,  having  done  so,  prepared  for  the  execution  of  a  more 
pleasing  enterprise.  Taking  with  him  only  his  two  nephews, 
a  chamberlain  already  privy  to  his  amour,  and  a  trusty  squire, 
all  of  whom  he  swore  to  secresy,  he  embarked  for  Loc^ria; 
stationed  his  vessel  at  some  distance  from  the  harbour  of  Tot- 
ness;  and,  landing  his  chamberlain  alone  and  in  disguise,  sent 
him  with  secret  instructions  to  the  princess.  The  confident 
executed  his  commission  with  address;  made  his  way  unob- 
served to  the  chamber  of  Guilliadun,  informed  her  of  his 
master's  arrival,  and  explained  to  her  the  measures  which  he 
had  devised  for  her  escape.  They  waited  for  the  approach  of 
zdght;  when  Gnilliadun  without  any  other  attendsGit,  hsviiir 
muffled  herself  in  a  short  and  warm  mantle,  which  conceBM 
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the  richnefls  of  her  usual  garments,  followed  the  chamberiais 
ofot  of  the  town  to  a  small  wood,  where  EUduc,  >rho  had  deferred 
his  landing  till  the  eyening,  waited  to  reoeive  her.  The  knight 
instantly  placing  her  on  a  horse,  springing  on  another,  and 
taking  her  rein  in  his  hand,  hurried  forward  to  the  sea,  and 
embariced  without  having  excited  the  slightest  suspicion  of  the 
enterprise,  to  which  none  were  priyy  excepting  those  actoaUy 
on  board.  Both  wind  and  tide  were  &yourable;  they  arrived 
near  the  coast  of  Bretagne,  and  were  on  the  point  of  entering 
the  harbour,  when  a  sudden  squall  from  the  shore  split  their 
mast,  rent  their  sail,  and  exposed  them  for  some  hours  to  the 
most  imminent  danger.  All  their  exertions  to  guide  the 
yessel  being  ineffectual,  they  had  recourse  to  prayers,  invoking 
St.  Nicholas  and  St.  Clement,  and  requesting  the  intercession 
of  the  blessed  Virgin  with  her  Son,  that  Ihey  might  be  per- 
mitted to  land  in  safety.  The  stonn  still  continued;  when 
one  of  the  sailors  suddenly  exclaimed,  ^^  Sir  knight,  you  carry 
with  you  the  cause  of  our  calamity.  In  defiance  of  God,  of 
religion,  of  justice,  and  of  honour,  you  are  carrying  off  that 
lady,  having  already  a  beautiful  and  lawful  wife  in  your  own 
ooontry.  Permit  us  to  throw  your  paramour  into  the  sea,  and 
we  shcdl  speedily  find  oiu:  prayers  effectual."  The  princess 
was  then  lying,  almost  exhausted  with  fiitigue,  sickness,  and 
fear,  in  the  arms  of  her  lover,  who  therefore,  though  bursting 
with  rage,  could  only  express  it  by  execrations,  which  he 
Tented  as  loudly  as  he  coidd  in  the  hope  of  drowning  the 
hateful  yoice  of  the  mariner.  But  the  fiital  assurance  ^^  that 
EUduc  was  already  married,"  had  reached  the  ear  and  sunk 
deeply  into  the  heart  of  Guilliadun.  She  fainted ;  and  though 
her  loyer  and  his  friends  employed  all  the  means  in  their 
power  for  her  recovery,  they  were  unable  to  produce  any 
symptom  of  returning  animation.  A  general  exclamation  of 
grief  pronounced  her  dead;  when  the  knight.  Starting  from 
the  body,  seized  an  oar,  felled  at  one  blow  the  presumptuous 
seaman,  threw  him  by  the  foot  into  the  sea,  took  possession  of 
the  helm,  and  directed  it  so  skilfully  that  the  yessel  soon  after 
reached  the  harbour  in  safety.  They  all  landed,  and  in  a  yery 
few  hours  might  reach  the  castle  of  Eliduc,  which  was  not  m 
from  the  coast;  but  where  could  he  deposit  the  body  of  his 
mistress?  how  inter  it  with  all  the  honours  suitable  to  her 
rank  and  merit?    He  at  length  recollected  that  in  the  fiirest 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


72  INTEODXrCTION. 

which  surroTindcd  his  mansion  dwelt  an  aged  hcnnit,  at  whose 
cell  the  corpse  might  remain  till  its  interment:  he  could  then 
enjo;^^  the  sad  pleasure  of  visiting  daily  the  object  of  all  his 
soHcitude ;  and  he  determined  to  found  on  the  spot  an  abbey, 
in  which  a  number  of  monks  should  pray  for  ever  for  the  soul 
of  the  lovely  and  injured  Ghiilliadun.  He  then  mounted  his 
palfrey,  and,  carrying  the  body  in  his  arms,  proceeded  with 
his  attendants  to  the  hermitage.  The  door  was  shut;  and 
they  discovered,  after  having  at  length  procured  an  entrance, 
the  grave  of  the  holy  man,  who  had  expired  a  few  days  before. 
Eliduc  caused  a  bed  to  be  made  within  the  chapel ;  and  plac- 
ing on  it  his  mistress,  whose  deadly  paleness  had  not  yet 
injured  her  beauty,  he  burst  into  a  flood  of  tears,  kissed  her 
lips  and  eyes  as  if  in  the  hopes  of  restoring  their  animation, 
and  solemnly  pronoimccd  a  vow  that  from  the  date  of  her 
interment  he  would  never  more  exercise  the  Unctions  of  a 
knight,  but,  after  having  erected  an  abbey  on  the  spot  sanc- 
tified bv  her  remains,  would  himself  assume  the  monastic  habit, 
and  daily  visit  her  tomb  to  express  his  love,  his  grief,  and  his 
remorse.  He  then  with  difficulty  tore  himself  from  the  body 
and  departed;  having  first  sent  a  messenger  to  his  castle  to 
announce  that  he  was  arrived,  but  so  much  fatigued  and  way- 
worn as  to  require  nothing  but  repose  and  solitude.  His  wife 
met  him  with  her  usiml  gentleness  of  afiPection ;  but  she  in- 
stantly saw  in  his  haggard  looks  that  his  heart  laboured  with 
some  misery  which  her  tenderness  was  unable  to  remove.  His 
manners  were  such  as  to  awaken  without  satisfying  her  curi- 
osity. He  rose  at  daybreak,  spent  some  hours  at  prayers, 
walked  alone  into  the  forest,  proceeded  instinctively  to  the 
^Eital  hermitage,  and  returned  late  in  tlie  evening,  bearing  with 
him,  as  it  appeared,  an  increased  load  of  misery.  He  saw 
with  astonishment  that  death  seemed  to  abstain  from  ravaging 
the  beauties  of  GuiUiadim ;  he  involuntarily  gave  way  to  the 
most  flattering  hopes ;  and  after  many  long  sad  hours  of  tears 
and  fruitless  prayer  retired  in  anguish  and  disappointment. 
On  the  third  day  he  gave  notice  that  he  should  go  to  court 
and  pass  the  evening  with  the  king.  His  wife  in  the  mean- 
time, by  the  promise  of  the  most  tempting  rewards,  had  engaged 
one  of  her  pages  to  foUow  his  master  at  a  distance  during  his 
forest  walk,  and  to  report  what  he  should  see  and  hear;  and 
the  page  having  on  that  morning  executed  liis  commission. 
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she  determined  to  take  adTantage  of  EUduc^s  absence,  to  visit 
the  hermitage,  and  to  discover,  if  possible,  the  cause  of  that 
excessive  grief  to  which  he  gave  way,  and  of  which  the  death 
of  the  old  hermit,  much  as  her  husband  might  have  loved  him, 
was  &r  from  affording  a  satisfiEustory  explanation.  She  set 
forth  with  the  page,  entered  the  chapel,  beheld  with  much 
surprise  a  bed  handsomely  ornamented,  and,  on  lifting  up  the 
covering,  saw,  with  still  more  astonishment,  the  young  and 
blooming  Guilliadun,  '*  qui  resemblot  rost  nuvele,**  The  fault- 
less beauty  of  a  living  rival  might  have  excited  some  indig- 
nation in  the  bosom  of  the  most  patient  wife :  but  the  eyes  of 
the  lovely  object  before  her  apposired  to  be  closed  for  ever; 
and  Guildeluec  could  find  no  place  in  her  heart  for  any  sen- 
timents but  those  of  admiration  and  compassion.  After  call- 
ing her  page  to  survey  the  spectacle  which  fuUy  explained  and 
excused  her  husband*s  immoderate  grief,  she  sat  down  by  the 
bed  to  reflect  on  the  past,  and  to  decide  on  her  own  fdturc 
conduct.  During  the  long  absence  of  Eliduc  she  had  devoted 
the  greater  part  of  her  time  to  religious  exercises,  and  she 
now  clearly  saw  that  to  them  only  could  she  look  for  comfort. 
Having  convinced  herself  of  this  necessity,  she  turned  with 
tears  in  her  eyes  to  the  fair  object  of  her  husband's  regret; 
when  a  circmnstance  apparently  trifling  involuntarily  arrested 
her  attention.  A  weasel,  creeping  from  imder  the  altar,  ran 
upon  the  bed,  and,  passing  several  times  over  the  face  of  the 
entranced  Guilliadun,  so  £ftr  incensed  the  page  that  with  a 
blow  of  his  stick  he  laid  it  dead  at  his  feet,  and  then  threw  it 
on  the  middle  of  the  floor.  The  animal  had  lain  there  only  a 
few  moments,  when  another  weasel  coming  from  the  same 
hole  ran  up  to  its  slaughtered  companion,  attempted  for  a 
while  to  sport  with  it,  and  then,  after  exhibiting  every  appear- 
ance of  grief,  suddenly  ran  off  into  the  wood,  and  returned 
with  a  flower  of  a  beautifrd  vermilion  colour,  which  she  care- 
fully inserted  into  the  mouth  of  the  dead  animal.  The  effect 
of  ^e  application  was  so  sudden  that  the  weasel  instantly  got 
upon  its  legs,  and  was  preparing  to  escape ;  when  the  lady 
exclaimed  to  the  page  to  strike  again,  and  he  aimed  a  second 
blow,  which  caused  the  creature  to  drop  the  flower,  that  Guil- 
deluec instantly  seized,  and  carefully  juaced  between  the  lips 
of  Guilliadun.  The  plant  had  not  lost  its  efficacy.  The 
princess,  awakening  from  her  trance,  expressed  her  surprise 
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at  having  slept  so  long,  and  then  gazed  with  aBtonishment  at 
ihe  bed  on  which  she  ky,  at  Ihe  walls  of  the  chapel  by  which 
she  was  surrounded,  and  at  the  two  unknown  figures  of  Guil* 
deluec  and  the  page,  who  kneeling  by  her  side  loudly  expressed 
their  thanksgiyings  to  the  Almighty  for  what  they  thou^ik 
her  miraculous  resurrection.  At  length  the  good  huiy,  having 
finished  her  devotions,  began  to  question  the  fair  stranger 
respecting  her  birth  and  preceding  adventures,  when  she  re- 
lated with  the  utmost  candour  and  exactness,  till  the  htal 
moment  when  the  discovery  of  EUduc^s  prior  marriase  had 
deprived  her  of  sense  and  motion.  The  rest  was  better  known 
to  her  hea^-ers  than  to  herself;  and  GuildelueCy  more  and 
more  charmed  with  her  innocence  and  frankness,  after  avow- 
ing herself  to  be  her  rival,  lost  no  time  in  comforting  her  by 
the  assurance  that  aU  her  hopes  and  wishes  might  now  be 
speedily  gratified.  ''  Your  youthful  beauty,' '  said  she,  '*  mi^t 
captivate  any  heart,  and  your  merit  will  fix  for  ever  that  of 
Eliduc,  who  is  unalterably  attached  to  you,  and  whose  grief 
for  your  loss  was  such  as  to  preclude  all  hope  of  oonsolaticm. 
It  is  my  intention  to  take  the  veil,  and  to  abandon  all  chum 
to  those  affections  which  are  estranged  to  me  for  ever.  In 
carrying  you  with  me,  and  restoring  you  to  the  now  wretched 
Eliduc,  I  shall  promote,  by  the  only  means  in  my  power,  that 
happiness  to  which  I  have  hitherto  been  the  unintentional 
obstecle."  Guilliadun  consented,  with  silent  gratitude,  to 
accept  Ihe  sacrifice  so  generously  offered  by  her  rival,  and 
was  united  to  her  lover  as  soon  as  the  solemn  ceremony  had 
taken  place,  by  which  GuHdeluec  agreed  to  consecrate  the 
remainder  of  her  days  to  heaven,  m  a  nunnery  which  was 
erected  and  endowed  by  her  husband,  on  the  site  of  the  ancient 
hermitage.  Their  union  was  followed  by  many  years  of  hap* 
piness,  and  they  closed  a  life  employed  in  constant  acts  of 
charity  and  benevolence,  by  following  the  pious  example  of 
Guildeluec,  who  received  Guilliadun  into  her  order,  while 
Eliduc  took  the  cowl  in  a  monastery,  to  the  endowment  of 
which  he  dedicated  the  remainder  of  his  worldly  possessions. 
From  the  adventure  of  these  three,  "  the  olde  gentil  Britons'* 
{U  aunctenBretun  curteis)  formed  a  lay  to  transmit  it  to  future 


Digitized  by  VjOOQiC 


76 


SPECIMENS,  &a 


ROMANCES  RELATINa  TO  ARTHUR. 


AiiTHOTTGH  this  ckss  of  romances  was  formerly  the  most 
numerous,  its  metrical  remains,  excepting  such  as  have  been 
preserved  in  the  form  of  ballads,  are  now  extremely  scanty. 
This  indeed  might  have  been  expected;  because,  when  all 
metre  began  to  be  considered  as  the  vehicle  of  fiction,  it  was 
likely  that  the  favourite  story  of  Arthur  would  be  the  first 
to  be  turned  into  prose,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  its 
authority  beyond  all  dispute.  On  the  other  hand,  as  the  art 
of  reading  made  a  slow  progress  amongst  the  vulgar,  it  was 
natural  tibat  parts  of  the  metrical  tale  should  be  detached 
for  their  use,  and,  in  the  shape  of  songs,  be  committed  to 
oral  tradition.  Warton,  however,  has  given  us  an  extract 
from  the  St.  Oraal,  a  metrical  fragment,  said  to  consist  of 
40,000  lines,  composed  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.  by  Thomas 
Lonelich;*  and  in  the  same  reign  Robert  de  Thornton  is 
supposed  to  have  written  the  romance  of  PercyveU  of  Galles,* 
which  is  still  preserved  in  the  library  of  Lincoln  cathedral. 
Concerning  the  former  it  is  difficult  to  feel  much  interest, 
after  perusing  the  deplorably  dull  extract  given  by  Warton; 
and  of  the  second  I  have  be^n  unable  to  procure  a  transcript. 

'  Thts  person  was  merely  the  translator,  not  the  author.  The  romance 
referred  to  is  preserved  in  MS.  in  the  library  of  Corpus  Christi  College, 
Cambridge. 

*  A  prettily  written  and  amusing  romance,  printed  by  the  Camden 
Society,  1844.  Thornton  was  only  the  transcriber,  and  the  author's  name 
hat  not  been  discovered.  Few  mistakes  are  more  usual  than  the  attribn> 
tkm  of  early  pieces  to  the  copyists. 
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The  tale  of  Merlin  was  perhaps  at  first  nothing  more  than 
part  of  the  Brut,  as  composed  eidier  by  Gaimar  or  by  Wace; 
in  which  shape  it  was  certainly,  as  the  IVench  writers  generally 
describe  it,  the  most  ancient  of  all  the  romances;  but  the 
immediate  original  from  which  o\ir  English  translation  was 
made  must  have  imdergone  many  interpolations,  because  it 
contains  a  variety  of  fabulous  matter  which  had  not  found 
its  way  into  the  history  of  Geoflfrey  of  Monmouth. 

The  following  abstract  was  made  from  a  transcript  of  the 
MS.  No.  150,  in  the  library  of  Lincoln's  Inn;  and  some 
deficiencies  were  afterwards  supplied,  by  the  kindness  of  my 
friend  Sir  Walter  Scott,  from  the  more  ancient  and  perfect 
copy  in  the  Auchinlech  MS.^  The  romance  of  Merlin  is 
mentioned  among  the  contents  of  Bishop  Percy's  curious 
folio. 

*  This  version  was  printed  by  the  Abbotsford  Club,  4to.,  1838,  and  Sir 
W.  Scott  erroneously  conjectured  it  to  be  the  Gret  Gett  qf  Arthure, 
mentioned  by  Wintoun,  bat  it  evidently  does  not  agree  with  the  descrip' 
tion  given  by  that  writer. 
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PART  I. 

These  was  once  in  Britain  a  king  whose  name  was  Constans.' 
In  his  youth  he  had  been  distinguished  by  his  wisdom  and 
Talour,  having  resisted,  and  finally  driven  out  of  his  country. 
King  Hengist  of  Denmark  and  his  whole  army  of  Saracens. 
This  king  had  three  sons,  Ck>nstantine,  Aurelius  Ambrosius, 
and  Uther  Fendragon,  of  whom  the  elder,  preferring  the 
tranquillity  of  a  cloister  to  the  cares  of  empire,  had  taken  the 
cowl  at  Winchester,  and  was  generally  known  by  the  name 
of  Le  Moine. 

Constans  being  attacked  by  a  mortal  disease,  and  finding 
his  death  approaching,  summoned  his  barons,  thanked  them 
for  their  &ithful  services,  and  earnestly  requested  that  they 
would  transfer  to  his  son  that  allegiance  which  had  hitherto 
insmred  the  independence  of  their  country.  They  consented; 
and  immediately  after  the  funeral,  which  took  pkce  at  Win- 
chester, Constantine  was  taken  finom  his  convent,  and  vested 
with  the  insignia  of  royalty. 

Among  those  who  had  appeared  to  assent  with  the  greatest 
readiness  to  the  wishes  of  tibe  dying  monarch,  was  Sir  Yor- 
tigem  his  steward;  a  man  of  some  abilities,  who  had  com- 
manded the  British  armies  with  conduct  and  success;  but  who 
had  long  cherished  the  most  criminal  ambition,  and  now  de- 
termined to  pave  his  way  to  the  crown,  though  at  the  expense 
of  the  liberties  and  happiness  of  his  country.  He  did  not  long 
wait  for  an  opportunity  of  gratifying  his  wishes. 

Hengist  had  no  sooner  learned  the  death  of  Constans,  and 
the  nomination  of  his  monkish  successor,  than  he  sent 

)  Brother  of  Auldnm,  king  of  Britany.  See  the  Chronicle  of  Geofiiey 
of  Monmouth. 
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After  many  Saracen*  stout  and  stark, 
Of  Saxoyne,  and  of  Denmark, 

and  in  a  short  tune  invaded  Britain  with  an  army  of  an  hun- 
dred thousand  men.  The  unwarlike  Constantine  immediately 
fled  to  Vortigem,  (who  is  called  in  the  romance,  Fortager,) 
and  earnestly  conjured  him  to  take  the  command  of  the  BntisJi 
forces ;  but  the  *'  traitour  strong''  pretended  sickness,  and 
declared  that  age  and  infirmities  had  rendered  him  incapable 
of  bearing  the  mtigues  of  a  campaign.  The  imfortunate  Con- 
stantine, being  thus  left  to  his  own  resources,  issued  his  ordfsrs, 
hastily  assembled  an  anny,  led  them  as  hastily  against  the 
enemy,  and  experienced  a  total  and  ruinous  defeat 

Britain  was  at  that  time  govemed  by  a  number  of  petty 
kings,  whom  the  talents  of  &nstans  had  united  in  a  general 
confederacy,  and  who,  accustomed  to  constant  success  while 
fighting  under  his  banners^  felt  with  general  indignation  this 
unexpected  reverse  of  fortune.  All  concurred  in  attributing 
Iheir  defeat  to  the  incapacity  of  the  wretched  monk  whom  they 
had  so  hastily  invested  with  the  sovereignty;  all  agreed  that, 
after  the  death  of  Constans,  Vortigem  alone,  the  companion 
of  his  victories,  was  fitted  to  lead  Sie  British  princes  in  battle : 
to  Vortigem,  therefore,  they  sent  an  embassv  of  twelve  of 
their  number,  inviting  him  to  assist  them  with  his  aim  and 
his  counsel  in  repairing  their  late  disgrace. 

The  crafty  steward  received  the  ambassadors  with  every 
demonstration  of  respect,  but  affected  the  utmost  surprise  at 
the  subject  of  their  application: 

Tho  bespake  him  Fortager, 
*'  Good  knights  hardy,  and  pautener, 
I  n*am  neither  your  duke  ne  king! 
Why  aske  ye  me  counselling? 
King  Constans  I  was  to  swore; 
Ever  I  was  you,  tho,  tofore! 
And  wered'  you,  with  my  power. 
Wide  and  side,*  &r  and  ner! 

^  Tliis  word,  daring  the  middle  ages,  was  indiscriminately  applied  to 
Pagans  and  Mahometans;  in  short,  to  all  nations  (except  the  Jews)  who 
did  not  profess  Christianity. 

>  Fierce;  bold.  •  Defended. 

*  Far  and  wide.  The  word  ride  is  nearly  synonomous  with  kmgi  side 
ileeTes  are  long  sleeves. 
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Widi  me  ma  it  nought  now  so: 
Wherefore,  to  your  king  ye  go, 
Beseech  him  he  you  succour. 
And  ye  will  him  then  honour." 

Tho  b-t'pake  to  him  a  baroun, 
"  Sir,  our  king  is  but  a  conjoun!^ 
Tho  he  saw  swordes  draw. 
To  flee  soon  he  was  well  fiiw.' 
He  can  no  coimsel  to  no  good: 
He  is  so  adrad"  he  is  nigh  wood."^— 

"  I  leTe»  it  well,"  quoth  Fortagers, 
Will  I  me  nothing  aventure 
To  purchase  a  focu  great  honour! 
Gif  Moyne  your  king  dead  were, 
Ich  would  you  helpen  out  of  core." 

ThiB  hint  was  not  lost  upon  the  ambassadors.  On  their 
Tetnm  to  the  confederates  they  foimd  the  unfortunate  king 
at  dinner  in  his  hall,  and,  rushing  on  him  imexpectedly,  dis- 
peraed  his  attendants,  kill^  him,  and  cut  off  his  head. 

An  act  of  yiolence  so  sudden  and  unexpected  excited  yery 
general  surprise  and  Indication;  but  tiie  assassins,  after 
effecting  their  purpose,  had  instantly  made  their  escape.  The 
danfi;er  of  leaymg  the  throne  vacant,  while  Hengist  was  at 
the  head  of  a  yictorious  army,  was  evident  and  pressing;  the 
infimcy  of  Uther  and  Ambrosius  precluded  their  nomination; 
and  there  remained  no  competitor  whose  military  talents  could 
be  compared  to  those  of  Vortigem.  This  chief,  therefore, 
was  elected  without  opposition,  and  graciously  accepted  the 
command  amidst  the  diouts  of  the  army.  After  convening 
his  parliament,  his  first  object  was  to  secure  the  guardianship 
of  Ae  young  princes;  but  two  faith^l  barons,  foreseeing  this 
design,  had  taken  advantage  of  the  concision  attending  the 
murder  of  the  late  king,  and  had  conveyed  into  Britany  the 
intended  victims  of  his  ambition. 

Vortigem,  though  much  disappointed,  was  forced  to  sus- 
pend his  feelings  for  the  present,  and  to  take  such  measures 
as  might  justify  the  choice  of  the  nation.  He  assembled  his 
army,  marched  against  Hengist,  checked  his  career  of  victory, 

>  A  coward.  >  Glad.  *  Frightened.  ^  Mad. 

*  Believe. 
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routed  hiia  in  a  general  engagement,  drove  him  from  post  to 
post,  and,  finally,  enveloped  the  Saxon  forces  so  completely, 
that  they  were  glad  to  purchase  their  safety  by  the  express 
stipidation  that  they  should  embark  for  Germany,  and  bind 
themselves  to  abstain  from  all  future  attempts  on  tiie  territory 
of  Britain.  Yortigem  returned  in  triumph,  and  held  a  solemn 
festival  in  honour  of  his  victory. 

On  this  occasion  the  assassins  of  the  late  king,  to  whom 
the  new  sovereign  was  indebted  for  his  elevation,  came  for- 
ward  to  claim  the  reward  of  their  action.  But  Yortigem, 
though  he  had  approved  the  removal  of  his  rival,  did  not  wish 
to  establisli  a  prec^ent  of  which  he  might,  in  his  turn,  become 
the  victim;  he  therefore  ordered  the  immediate  punishment 
of  the  claimants,  whose  guilt  was  fully  established  by  their  own 
confession.  They  were  instantly  drawn  asimder  by  horses, 
and  their  mangled  remains  publicly  hanged.  Unfortunately 
for  him  the  culprits  were  men  of  rank,  who  had  extensive 
and  powerful  connections ;  their  execution  therefore  became 
the  signal  of  a  general  insurrection;  the  royal  forces  were 
repeatedly  vanquished  by  the  rebels;  and  Yortigem,  after 
gaining  the  crown  by  a  course  of  treachery,  was  on  the  point 
of  losing  it  by  an  act  of  justice,  when  he  bethought  himself  of 
appl}'ing  for  assistance  to  Hengist.  The  arrival  of  the  Saxons, 
who  gladly  obeyed  the  first  summons,  instantly  turned  the 
scale  of  victory ;  the  confederate  Britons  fled  in  every  en- 
coimter;  and  Yortigem,  restored  to  all  his  power,  felt  the 
warmest  gratitude  for  his  deliverer,  which  was  soon  strength- 
ened by  another  and  stronger  passion. 

Angys  had  verament, 

A  daughter  both  fair  and  gent; 

Ac^  she  was  heathen  Sarazine: 

And  Fortiger,  for  love  fine, 

Her  took  to  fere*  and  to  wife, 

And  was  cursed  in  all  his  life ! 

For  he  let  Christian  wed  heathen. 

And  meynt  our  blood,  als  flesh  and  mathenl* 

Many  thousand  was  swithe^  in  wedlock, 

'  But.  '  Companion. 

•  ElliB  ezplains  this  word  maggots,  but  it  may  be  fairly  doubted 
whether  that  be  the  correct  traiulatioii.  «  Quicker, 
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AIb  we  find  written  in  book. 
Ther  was  nigh  all  this  land 
To  the  devil  gove*  in  hand! 
Feasts  hi*  made,  great  and  fele,* 
And  hadden  all  worlds  weal, 
And  held  no  better  law 
Than  the  hound  with  his  felawe! 
This  lasted  well  fele  year — 

But  tyrants,  though  they  may  repress,  can  seldom  stifle  the 
Toice  of  conscience ;  and  Vortigem  was  doomed  to  feel  that 
neitlier  the  success  of  his  arms,  nor  the  removal  of  all  his 
rivala,  nor  the  power  of  his  aUy,  could' give  him  that  security 
which  could  omy  result  from  a  confidence  in  the  affections  of 
his  people.  Persecuted  by  continual  distrust  and  anxiety,  he 
detCTmined  to  construct  an  impregnable  fortress,  in  whidi  he 
mi^t  defy  all  attempts  of  his  enemies,  and  feel  secure  against 
ihe  machinations  of  the  malcontents,  the  possible  infidelity  of 
his  allies,  and  the  probable  invasion  of  the  young  princes, 
Uther  and  Ambrosius,  whose  pretensions  to  the  crown  might 
perhaps  be  supported  by  a  large  army  from  Britany. 

Having  made  these  sage  reflections,  he  pitched  upon  a 
proper  ipot,  a  commanding  eminence  on  Salisbury  plain, 
traced  out  the  plan  of  the  fortifications,  and,  having  assembled 
fifteen  thousand  masons  and  carpenters,  ordered  them  to  pro- 
ceed in  the  work  vrith  all  possible  dispatch.  The  order  was 
panetoally  obeyed.  The  ground  was  excavated,  the  founda- 
tion  laid,  and,  before  the  end  of  the  day,  a  wall  of  prodigious 
thickness,  and  already  breast-high,  indicated  the  formidable 
extent  of  the  future  castle.  But  when  the  workmen  returned 
on  the  next  morning  to  their  task,  they  were  not  a  little  sur- 
prised to  find  the  groimd  perfectly  levelled,  so  that  the  trace 
of  their  labour  was  onlv  visible  from  the  heaps  of  lime  and 
atone,  the  remnants  of  the  wall,  which  lay  on  each  side  of  the 
former  trench.  After  rubbing  their  eyes,  to  satisfy  themselves 
that  they  were  awake,  they  exerted  all  their  sagacity  in 
attempting  to  penetrate  the  cause  of  this  mystery ;  but  findine 
that,  after  ail  their  conjectures,  the  intended  castle  retained 
the  same  mpromisiog  appearance,  they  began  to  remove  the 

1  Givob  ■  Thejr.  *  Many. 
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robbish,  dug  the  foundatioiis  asoWvplaeed  every  stone  with 
the  most  scrupulous  care,  aad  retiifed  to  Test,  exhausted  by 
&tigue,  and  at  a  later. hoar  thannsnal,  but  exulting  in  the 
conviction  that  the  mischief  of  thepmosdiag  night  was  per- 
fectly repaired. 

Their  triumph  was  of  short  duratioD.  lliey  returned  in 
the  morning,  and  perceived  that  ike  wall  was  again  oblite- 
rated. It  was  now*  hopeless  to  inquire  whether  the  evil  arose 
from  the  obstinate  nature  of  the  soil,  or  from  a  secret  anti- 
pathy of  the  stone  and  mortar:  in  either  ease  no  ooaUMon 
could  be  expected  fr-om  argument ;  and  experienee  had  now 
fully  proved  that  any  attempt  to  reconcile  them  by  ferce>w«» 
no  less  desperate.  The  case  therefore  was  referred  to  Voiti. 
gem,  and  by  him  to  his  astrologers,  whom  he  oonmumded,  on. 
pain  of  deadi,  to  discover  why  his  castle  refbsed  to  be  cob. 
structed  on  SaHsbury  plain. 

The  wise  men,  thus  menaced,  consulted  the  firmam^it,  and 
oisoovered,  by  the  aspect  of  the  stars,  that  a  boy  had  been 
bom,  five  years  before,  without  the  intervention  of  man. 
lliey  assured  the  king  that,  if  he  could  discover  this  boy,  pat 
him  to  death,  and  besmear  with  his  blood  the  foundations  of 
his  fortress,  it  might  be  erected  without  any  forther  difficulty. 
Yortigem,  though  he  saw  no  reason  for  doubting  the  e&eaey 
of  the  receipt,  did  not  implicitly  believe  in  the  existence  of 
such  a  boy;  he  therefore  dispatched  a  number  of  messengos 
into  all  parts  of  England  in  search  of  this  prodigy,  but 
detained  the  wise  men  in  prison,  assuring  them  that,  if  the 
child  were  not  discovered,  dieir  blood  shoiSd  pay  the  penalty. 

Id  this  place  our  author,  being  aware  that  his  hearers  may 
grow  impatient  for  the  appearance  of  the  great  personage 
whose  adventures  he  has  undertaken  to  relate,  leaves  the  wise 
men  in  their  prison,  and  the  messengers  on  their  road,  and 
enters  upon  a  mystical  dissertation  preparatory  to  the  birth 
of  MerUu.  He  informs  us,  on  the  authority  of  **  David  the 
prophet,  and  of  Moses,*'  that  the  greater  part  of  the  angel» 
who  rebelled  under  the  command  of  Lucifer,  lost  through 
that  act  their  former  power  and  beauty,  and  became  ^^fiendes 
black ; "  but  that  some,  instead  of  falling  into  '^  Hell-pit,"  had 
remained  in  mid<4iir,  where  they  still  possess  Ike  faculty  of 
assuming  any  shape  which  may  tend  to  promote  their  wi(^ed 
purpose  of  tempting  and  perverting  mankind.    They  had 
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been,  as  we  may  eaafly  believe,  miieh  diaeoncerted  by  the 
miraculoiis  birth  of  our  Saviour;  but  they  hoped  to  counteract 
its  salutary  purposes  by  eagendering,  with  some  virgin,  a 
semi-daemon'  whose  prtBtematorBl  power  should  be  con- 
stantly employed  in  the  dissemination  of  wickedness.  Such 
was  their  project.  We  shall  now  see  the  means  to  which 
they  resorted  for  promoting  its  smeceas,  and  the  events  which 
led  to  its  final  discomfiture. 

Ibere  was  at  that  time  in  England  a  rich  man,  blessed  with 
an  affectionate  wife,  a  dutiful  son,  and  three  diaste  and  beau- 
tifhl  daughters.  The  happiness  of  this  femily  was  become 
proverbial  amoi^  their  neighbours ;  but  the  fiend  having  dis- 
covered, in  the  wife,  an  irritability  of  temper  v^ich  had 
hitherto  escaped  the  notice  of  her  huafaand  and  children,. he 
applied  himself  to  encourage  this  infirmity;  and  with  such 
success,  that  the  good  lady,  having  been  betrayed  into  a 
trifling  dispute  with  her  son,  suddenly  burst  into  transports  of 
rage;  imprecated  the  most  horrid  curses  on  his  head;  and 
finally  consigned  him,  with  aU  possible  solemnity,  to  the 
devil.  The  fiend  lost  no  time  in  seizing  his  newly-acquired 
property,  and  strangled  the  young  man  in  his  sleep:  the 
momer,  stung  with  remorse,  instanUy  hung  herself;  and  her 
husband,  overpowered  by  this  sudden  calamity,  died  of  grief, 
without  confession  or  absolution. 

Among  the  spectators  of  this  tragedy  was  a  neighbouring 
hermit,  die  holy  Blaise,  who,  on  considering  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  plainly  discovered  that  it  was  owing  to 
the  intervention  of  the  fiend.  Feeling  a  fatherly  affection  for 
the  three  orphan  sisters,  he  exhorted  them  to  scrutinize  se- 
verely all  the  thoughts  and  actions  of  their  past  life;  received 
their  confessions;  imposed  on  each  a  proper  penance;  gave 
them  his  holy  absolution ;  and  then  retired  to  his  cell,  in  the 
confidence  of  having  secured  them  against  future  temptation. 

Before  we  proceed  with  our  story,  it  will  be  proper  to  men- 
tion a  singular  law  of  this  coimtry. 

In  all  England,  Iho,'  was  usage, 
Gif  any  woman  did  outrage, 
(But  gif  it  were  in  spousing) 

1  This  idea  of  caoo-dnrnons  inhabiting  the  mid-air,  is  efideutly  taken 
from  Geoffrey  of  Monmouth's  metrical  life  of  Merlin,  t  Thak 

G  2 
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And  any  man,  old  or  ying/ 
Might  it  wite'  of  that  country,  « 

All  quick*  heo*  shoulde  dolren*  be; 
But  she  were  light  woman  told* 
To  all  that  to  her  ask  would.^ 

On  this  sanguinary  law  the  devil  founded  his  plan  for  the 
destruction  of  the  two  elder  sisters.  He  repaired,  in  a  proper 
disguise,  to  an  old  woman,  with  whose  avarice  and  cunning 
he  was  well  acquainted ;  and  engaged  her,  by  promises  of  the 
most  extravagant  reward,  to  attempt  the  seduction  of  the 
cMest  sister,  whom  he  was  prevented  from  assailing  in  person 
by  the  precautions  of  the  holy  hermit.  The  old  hag  readily 
undertook  the  commission. 

To  the  eldest  sister  neo  said, 
"Alas,  my  sweet  dear  maid. 
Thou  hast  fair  feet  and  hond, 
Gentil  body  for  to  fond,' 
White  swire,*  and  long  arm; 
Ywis''  it  is  much  harm 
That  thy  body  ne  might  assay 
With  some  young  man  for  to  play. 
That  thee  might  find,  in  every  case. 
Game  and  mirth,  and  great  solace! " 

To  these  solicitations  the  young  lady  unfortunately  neglected 
to  make  any  objection  except  the  danger  of  a  discover}*; 
which  beinK  qmckly  overruled,  she  yielded  to  temptation, 
was  betrayed,  condemned,  and  buried  alive.  The  next  sister 
opposed  still  less  resistance  to  the  artifices  of  the  fiend;  but 
escaped  the  penalty  of  the  law  by  readily  submitting  to  indis- 
criminate prostitution. 

>  Toang.         •  Kdow.         •  AUyc.        ^  She.        *  Buried. 

*  Proclaimed  as  a  prostitute  to  all  who  chose  to  haTe  commerce  widi 
her. 

7  1  know  of  no  authority  for  tfab  strange  clause.  That  among  the 
Britons  an  unmarried  woman  convicted  of  incontinence  was  doomed  to 
be  thrown  down  a  precipice,  and  that  by  the  Saxon  law  she  was  liable  (pa 
here  stated)  to  be  buried  alive,  is  ssserted  in  Jooelin's  JUfe  of  St  Keii- 

•  To  try;  to  take.  •  Neck.  »  Certainly. 
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It  is  erident  that  the  holy  Blaifie  had  been  too  n^ligent  of 
his  charge;  but  his  whole  attention  was  roused  by  ue  arriyal 
of  the  younger  sister,  who,  &lling  at  his  feet,  and  reminding 
him  of  the  sad  fiite  of  her  feither,  mother  and  brother,  pro- 
ceeded to  relate  the  public  punishment  of  one  sister  and  the 
public  disgrace  of  the  other.  Blaise  was  filled  with  compas- 
sion; he  felt  also  that  his  character  was  staked,  and  that  he 
was  now  fairly  at  issue  with  the  fiend  for  the  soul  of  this 
maiden.  He  therefore  took  every  possible  precaution;  en- 
joined her  strict  observance  of  ms  directions  with  unusual 
solemnity ;  displayed  the  dangers  attendant  on  the  seven 
deadly  sms,  and  particularly  warned  her  against  the  most 
formidable  of  all,  die  sin  of  incontinence:— 

Bade  her  heo'  should  nim  keep,* 
That  heo  ne  laid  her  nought  to  sleep, 
And,  namely,  nought  at  night, 
But  heo  hadde  candle-light,  < 

And  windows  and  doors,  in  that  stound, 
Weren  sperd,*  by  roof  and  ground ; 
"  And  make,  there  again,  with  good  voice 
The  sign  of  the  holy  crois/ 
Bid^  him,  that  he  warrant  be 
Again*  the  fiend,  and  his  poust^."' 

Armed  with  these  instructions,  the  maid  returned  home; 
watched  and  prayed  with  great  regularity;  and,  under  the 
protection  of  the  holy  sign,  which  effectually  guarded  her 
doors  and  windows,  escaped  for  some  time  the  ar^ces  of  the 
tempter.  But  at  length  her  security  betrayed  her.  The 
solicitations  of  some  neighbours  drow  her  to  the  ale;*  her 
stay  was  insensibly  protracted;  the  treacherous  Hquor.  pro- 
duced intoxication ;  and  in  this  state  she  was  assaulted  by 
her  wicked  sister,  who,  attended  by  a  troop  of  loose  women, 
proceeded  to  insult  and  even  to  strike  h^.  The  abuse  was 
re-echoed;  the  blow  returned;  and  a  general  conflict  ensued, 
from  which  she  at  length  escaped  into  her  house,  which  she 
caxefolly  haired  and  secured,  but  in  her  agitation  forgot  to 

>  She.  >  Take  cave.  *  Speared,  i.  e.,  fiutoned. 

*  Croas.  Fir.  *  Pray.  •  Against.  »  Power.  Fr. 

*  Ale-hooae.  ''Go  to  the  ale  with  a  Chriatian."— Two  Gentleoata. 
ofYe 
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say  her  prayers,  or  to  make  tlie  sign  of  the  cross:  and* 
throwing  herself  on  her  bed,  resigned  herself  to  sleep.  Hue 
fiend,  no  longer  stopped  by  the  formidable  barrier  whidi  had 
hitherto  excluded  him,  easily  insinuated  himself  into  the 
room,  assumed  a  human  shape,  completed  his  long  intended 
purpose,  and  retired. 

On  the  following  morning  his  unfortunate  victim  hastened 
to  her  confessor;  related,  with  nrnch  contrition,  the  disgrace- 
ful quarrel  in  which  ^e  had  been  engaged;  deplored  her 
neglect  of  his  instructions;  and  finally  communicated  to  him 
some  reasons  for  suspecting  that  this  neglect  had  been  pro- 
duetire  of  consequences  which  might  lead,  on  their  disooYery, 
to  her  disgrace  and  pimishment.  The  good  hermit  listened 
to  her  narratiye  with  great  attention;  deeply  lamented  her 
carelessness  and  the  watchful  activity  of  the  fiend;  gave  her 
his  benediction,  and  dismissed  her  with  the  promise  that  he 
would  employ  all  the  means  in  his  power  to  preserve  her 
from  the  &te  by  which  she  was  threatened. 

From  this  moment  her  hours  were  solely  occupied  by  peni- 
tence and  devotion;  but  her  pregnancy  becoming  manifest, 
she  was  at  length  seized  and  carried  before  the  justice.  Her 
protestations  of  innocence  were,  of  course,  disbelieved;^  a 
jury  of  matrons,  solemnly  convened  on  the  occasion,  declared, 
on  their  own  knowledge,  that  her  asseverations  were  per- 
fectly incompatible  with  the  symptoms  she  discovered;  and 
the  justice  was  proceeding  to  pass  sentence,  when  Blaise  in- 
terposed and  petitioned  for  a  delay  of  her  punishment.  He 
observed  that,  whatever  might  be  me  guilt  of  the  mother,  her 
child  was  assuredly  innocent,  and  consequently  that  herdeadi 
nmst  be  deferred  till  after  her  delivery;  that  the  story  toM 
by  the  supposed  culprit  was  indeed  very  wonderful;  but  that 
he,  to  whom  it  had  been  solemnly  revealed  in  confession, 
believed'  it  to  be  true,  that  some  mystery  was  concealed 
underit  which  time  would  probably  manifest:  and  therefore 
he  advised  that  a  respite  o£  two  years  should  be  allowed, 

>'It  my 4m  pnsnmed^  hawefcr,  from  a  pasMge  in  Joodia^  Ufb-of 
St.  Kentegeni,  that  the  British  virgina  were  very  subject  to  aocideats, 
though  their  mental  pnrity  was  not  thereby  impaired.  The  birth  of  St. 
Kantegern  was,  in  some  reapects,  rery  aimilar  to  that  of  BfferKn ;  and  so 
WW,  «ooording  to  the  edifeor»  that  of  St.  Dftfid.  Piakertoii'c  YUm 
Aatique,  &c,  p.  200. 
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dniing  which  the  womin  AbooM  be  sfcriotiy  oonfined,  in  the 
liopee  of  diflcoTenng  the  truth  of  her  namtiye.  The  justice 
yidded  to  this  advioet  and  ordered  her  to  be  carefully 
guarded,  with  no  con^MBUon  but  a  midwife,  in  the  upper 
room  of  a  lofty  tower,  in  which  they  received  a  daily  supply 
of  provisions  by  means  of  a  long  rope  and  basket. 

In  due  time  the  girl  was  delivered  of  a  son,  whose  fine 
features  and  well-formed  limbs  excited  the  admiration  of  the 
midwife,  though  his  diabolical  origin  was  evinced  by  a  com- 
plete covering  of  black  hair,  which  she  could  not  touch  with- 
out afauddenng.  The  pious  Blaise,  who  had  exactly  calcu- 
lated the  time  of  the  little  demon's  birth  was  in  waiting  at 
the  foot  of  the  tower,  and,  being  informed  of  the  event,  or- 
dered the  in&nt  to  be  lowered  in  the  basket;  bore  him  away 
in  triumph  to  the  sacred  font;  baptized  him  by  the  name  ot 
Hezlin;  and  thus  disappointed  for  ever  the  hopes  of  the 
fiends,  at  the  very  moment  of  their  expected  completion. 

Tlie  good  man  then  returned  with  his  infernal  proselyte, 
and  rertored  him  l^  means  of  the  basket  to  the  midwife; 
who  canying  him  to  the  fire,  and  surveying  his  rough  hide 
with  horror  and  astonishment,  could  not  refirain  from  re- 
:  him  for  his  unreasonable  choice  of  a  mother  who 

i  never  taken  the  usual  means  to  have  a  child. 

«'  Alas,"  she  said,  <'  art  thou  Merlin^ 
Whether^  art  thou?  and  of  what  kin? 
Who  was  thy  father,  by  nieht  or  day, 
That  no  man  -snte*  ne  may  r 
It  is  great  ruth,  thou  foul  thing. 
That  for  thy  love  (by  Heaven  King!) 
Thy  mother  shall  be  slain  with  woe ! 
Alas  that  stound*  it  shall  M  so! 
I  would  thou  were  far  in  the  sea. 
With  that*  thy  mother  might  scape  fi:ee!*' 
When  that  he  heard  speak  so. 
He  brayded^  up  his  eyen  two, 
ABd  lodlv*  on  her  gan  look. 
And  his  head  on  her  he  shook, 

<  Whence.  *  Know.  *  Time.  *  On  oonditUm  that 

•  Bitod  tnddenly.  •  HataAdly. 
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And  gan  to  cry  with  loud  din; 
•*Thou  lyest!"  he  said,  "old  quean! ^ 
My  mother  shall  no  man  quell,' 
For  no  thing  that  man  may  tell. 
While  that  I  may  stand  or  gon! 
Maugre'  them  every  erne, 
I  shful  save  her  life  fer  this ! 
That  thou  shalt  hear  and  see,  3rwiB." 

Both  the  mother  and  the  midwife  were  very  near  dying  o^ 
fright  while  they  listened  to  these  encouraging  assurances- 
Thev  crossed  themselves,  and,  at  length  resuming  courage* 
conjured  him,  in  the  name  of  Qod  and  the  Virgin,  and  of  as 
many  saints  as  they  were  able  to  recollect,  that  he  would 
declare  who  he  was,  and  what  misadventure  had  brought  him 
thither:  but  Merlin,  who  was  not  naturally  loquacious,  only 
smiled  at  their  questions,  and  abstained  from  gratifying  their 
curiosity.  In  tlus  silence  he  obstinatelv  persevered  during 
six  months,  when  the  lamentations  of  his  mother  extorted 
from  him  a  second  promise  of  his  protection;  by  which  she 
was  so  &r  satisfied  as  to  await  with  some  degree  of  confi- 
dence the  final  decision  of  the  justice. 

The  two  years  being  expired,  she  appeared  in  court  with 
her  child  in  her  arms;  listened  in  silence  to  the  interroga- 
tories which  she  had  formerly  answered,  and  even  abstained 
from  protesting  against  the  sentence  which  condemned  her  to 
be  buried  alive.  But  her  infent,  to  the  great  surprise  of  all 
present,  undertook  her  defence,  all^inff  that  her  pr^nancy 
was  the  result  of  a  chance  which  neither  man  nor  woman 
could  prevent.  Such  an  argpmient  was  certainly  not  convinc- 
ing; and  the  justice,  happening  to  feel  offended  by  the  pre- 
mature eloquence  of  the  young  advocate,  only  replied  by 
confirming  the  sentence  and  ordering  the  culprit  to  instant 
execution.  But  Merlin  was  not  dismayed.  He  proceeded  to 
tell  that  he  was  the  son  of  a  devil  of  great  power,  though  for- 
tunatel^r  rescued  by  an  expeditious  baptism  from  the  vicious 
disposition  of  his  paternal  relations ;  tnat  he  could  prove  his 
preternatural  descent  by  revealing  all  things  past,  present, 
or  future;  and  that  the  justice  was  in  this  respect  very  much 
his  inferior,  as  he  did  not  even  know  the  name  of  his  own 

iSlut^drtb.  *  KiU.  *  In  spite  of. 
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&ther.    Hie  justioe,  not  much  conciliated  by  this  speech, 
answered, 

*'  Tliou  liest,  thou  black  conjoun!  > 
My  &ther  was  a  good  baroun, 
And  my  mother  a  levedy  ■  free : 
Yet  alive  thou  may  her  see." 

Merlin  calmly  desired  that  the  lady  might  be  summoned; 
and,  on  her  appearance  in  court,  being  urged  to  state  his 
accusation,  requested  that  they  might  he  confronted  in  pri- 
Tate,  because  such  a  subject  was  not  fit  for  public  discussion. 
The  justice,  a  good  deal  surprised  at  his  cuscretion,  readily 
consented. 

*•  Merlin,"  he  said,  "  now  pray  I  thee. 

What  was  the  man  that  bqgat  me?" 
«  Sir,"  he  said,  "  by  St.  Simoun ! 

It  was  the  parson  of  this  town. 

He  begat  thee,  by  St.  Jame! 

Upon  this  woman  that  is  thy  dame." 

The  levedy  said,  "Thou  foiJf  thing. 

Thou  hast  lowen  a  stark  lesing!* 

His  father  was  a  noble  baroim. 

And  holden  a  man  of  great  renown; 

And  thou  a  mis-begotten  wretch! 

I  pray  to  God  the  de'el  thee  fetch! 

In  wild  fire  thou  shooldest  be  brent,' 

For  with  wrong  thou  hast  me  shent!"* 

Merlin  quietly  answered,  that,  as  her  memory  seemed 
rather  defective,  he  would  willingly  assist  it  by  relating  a 
few  circumstances  of  her  past  life.  He  put  her  in  mind  of  a 
certain  journey  to  Cazduel,  from  whence  the  baron  returned 
rather  imezpectedly  in  the  ni^t:— 

"  It  was  by  night,  and  not  by  day, 
The  parson  in  thy  bed  lay; 
At  thy  chamber  door  thy  lord  gan  knock. 
And  thou  diddest  on  thy  smock. 
And  were  sore  afraid  that  tide!* 
And  undiddest  a  window  wide, 

>  Comril.  *  Lady.  *  Lyed  a  ftrong  Iw. 

«  Bunt.  «  Di«gnoed.  •Time. 
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And  there  tJie  pamoii  tlioa.owt  let» 
And  he  ran  away  full  sket.' 
*'  Dame,"  he  said,  "  that  like'  night 
Was  begot  th^  son  the  knight. 
Dame/*  he  said,  ''lie  I  ou^t?** 
And  heo  stood  still  and  said  noi^t. 

Hie  jnstioe,  to  whom  this  rodtal,  though  peifeeily  new,  did 
not  i^pear  at  all  amusing^  impatiently  expected  from  bia 
mother  a  refutation  of  the  charge;  but  the  lady  was  satisfied 
to  purchase  Merlin's  silence  by  a  candid  confession.  She 
was  therefore  dinmssed  with  a  severe  reprimand;  after  which 
Merlin  informed  the  justice  that  she  was  gone  to  the  parson, 
who,  becoming  desperate  at  this  disclosure  of  his  sins,  would 
immediately  fly  to  the  next  bridge  and  drown  himself  in  the 
river.  The  completion  of  this  prophecy  inspired  the  justice 
with  great  respect  for  the  prophet,  whose  mother  was  in- 
stantly set  at  Hberty.  Five  years  after  this,  by  the  advice 
of  Merlin,  she  assumed  the  veil  in  a  convent  of  black  nuns, 
and  spent  the  remainder  of  her  life  in  acts  of  devotion. 

Merlin  being  now  seven  years  old,  it  is  time  that  we  should 
return  to  the  messengers  whom  we  left  upon  their  travels. 

After  a  long  and  fruitless  journey,*  three  of  them  chanced 
to  meet  in  the  same  town;  and  this  town  was  the  place  of 
Merlin's  abode.  He  happened  to  be  playing,  at  that  moment, 
with  some  children  in  the  street;  and  one  of  his  companions 
picking  a  quanel  with  him,  exclaimed — 

'*  Thou  black  shrew4  thou  go  us  fro! 
Thou  art  a  foul  thii^  gotten  amiss! 
No  man  wot  who  thy  lather  is! 
But  some  devil  thee  begot,  I  ween, 
To  don  us  both  trey^e'  and  tene."^ 

At  these  words  the  three  messengers  drew  their  swords, 
conceiving  that  they  had  found  the  appointed  victim;  but 
Merlin,  after  rebuking  his  companion  for  lus  indiscretion,  ran 
with  a  smiling  coimtenanoe  to  the  messengem,  welcomed 
them  to  the  town,  and,  to  their  inexpressible  astonishment, 
related  to  them  the  whole  oinmrnatanoes  of  their  mission; 

*  Qokkly,  bMtaj.  •  S«im.  •  Vcxatton,  A.S. 

*  Iiqniyi  hurt 
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aHKiiig  tfaem  at  the  same  tune,  that  Vort^ern*8  -mae  mea 
wore  great  ioohy  and  diat  all. the  blood  in  hiB  yeiiis  would  not 
in  any  way  oontribnte  to  the  solidity  of  the  intended  castle. 
The  meneDgttra,  in  reply,  disolaimed  any  desire  of  taking  his 
life,  proyidol  he  oonld  prevent  the  loss  of  theirs,  by  furnish* 
ing  uiem  with  solid  reasons  for  disobeying  their  orders :  he 
therefore  oonduoted  them  to  his  mother,  from  whom  they 
leaned  his  miraoiiloDB  birth,  and  no  less  miracidous  wisdom ; 
aod  it  was  ultimately  agreed  that  they  should  all  return  to 
ooart  on  the  following  day,. the  messengers  on  their  own 
hones,  aeoompaiued  by  Merlin  on  a  little  palfrey. 

The  journey  lasted  three  days ;  and  eacdi  of  these  added  to 
the  admiratian  of  the  mesBengers  for  their  young  oompenion. 
They  passed  the  first  night  in  a  marioet-town,  &e  streets  of 
which  were  crowded  by  merchants;  and  here  Merlin,  after  a 
kag  silence,  burst  into  a  sadden  and  violent  fit  a  laughter. 
Qa  being  queatiancd  about  the  cause  of  his  ndrth,  he  pointed 
out  to  the  measengers  a  young  man  who  was  bargaining  for  a 
pair  of  ^boes  vrith  nneommon  earnestness. 

Ilieii  said  Merlin,  *'See  ye  nought 
That  young  man,  that  hath  shoon  bought. 
And  strong  leather  to  do  hem  clout/ 
And  grease  to  smear  hem  all  about? 
He  weeneth  to  live  hem  to  wear : 
But,  by  my  soul  I  dare  well  swear, 
His  wretdied  life  he  shall  for^let," 
Ere  he  oome  to  his  own  gate." 

The  event  immediately  followed  the  prediction.  On  the 
fdkming  day  the  mirth  of  the  young  prophet  was  still  more 
violently  excited  by  afimeial'^prooession,  preceded  by  a  number 
of  derks,  and  headed  by  a  priest  who  chanted  most  loudly 
and  melodionsly ;  while  an  aged  mourner,  with  his  eyes  fixed 
on  ti&e  bier,  on  which  was  laid  a. boy  of  about  ten  years  old, 
exhibited  every  token  of  despair  and  anguish.  Merlin,  bdng 
caDed  upon  to  explain  the  cause  of  his  merriment,  informed 
his  companions  that  the  mourner  and  tiie  chanter  ought  to 
change  characters;  since  the  boy,  whose  loss  was  so  feelingly 
deplmred  by  the  reputed  .{ither,  had  really  sprung,  from:  toa 

>  To  nendor  patoh.them.  *  Lom,  Ai& 
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loins  of  the  liyelv  ecclesiastic.  The  justness  of  this  infonna- 
tion  was  yerified  on  the  spot;  and  the  mother  of  the  child, 
being  closely  questioned  by  the  messengers,  confessed  the 
truth,  upon  their  assurance  that  the  happiness  of  her  good 
husband,  who  blindly  confided  in  her  chastity,  should  not  be 
disturbed  by  a  commimication  of  the  discovery. 

On  the  third  day,  about  noon.  Merlin  laughed  again,  though 
no  visible  object  on  the  journey  had  attracted  lus  attention; 
and  his  companions  were  informed,  to  their  great  surprise, 
that  his  laughter  was  occasioned  by  an  event  tiien  passing  at 
the  court  of  Vortigem.  The  chamberlain  of  that  monarch,  it 
seems,  was  a  woman,  who  for  some  unknown  reason  had 
assumed  the  dress  of  a  man,  and  whose  beauty  had  inspired 
the  queen  with  a  passion  which  she  was  imable  to  conquer. 
But  her  solicitations  being,  of  coiurse,  ineffectual,  her  love 
was  soon  converted  into  hatred;  she  flew  to  the  king,  and 
accused  the  chamberlain  of  an  attempt  to  offer  violence  to  her 
chastity;  and  the  indignant  monarch,  without  further  inquiry, 
ordered  the  supposed  culprit  to  be  immediatelv  hanged  and 
quartered.  Merlin  therefore,  addressing  his  fellow  travellers, 
requested  that  one  of  them  c^ould  instantly  hasten  to  court; 
recommend  an  immediate  examination  into  the  sex  of  the 
pretended  ravisher;  and,  after  proving  her  innocence,  inform 
Vortigem  that  he  was  indebted  to  Merlin  for  this  important 
discovery. 

His  orders  were  punctually  obeyed.  One  of  the  knights 
messengers,  setting  off  at  full  speed,  shortly  arrived  at  court; 
feU  on  his  knees  before  the  king;  informed  him  that  the 
wonderful  child  was  found;  that  his  knowledge  was  indeed 
supernatural,  and  that  he  would  arrive  within  a  few  hours: 
lastly,  he  told  him  that  the  chamberlain  lately  ordered  for 
execution,  as  guilty  of  an  intended  rape  on  the  queen,  was  in 
&ct  a  woman ;  which  might  easily  be  verified  by  causing  her 
to  be  examined  in  his  majesty's  presence.  Vortigem  issued 
the  necessary  orders,  and  the  tmUi  of  the  information  became 
manifest;  but  the  king,  not  much  pleased  hj  a  discoveiy 
which  pointed  out  his  own  precipitation  and  injustice,  sternly 
asked  me  messenger,  ''from  whom  he  had  learned  a  secret  so 
extraordinary?''  He  was  answered,  that  it  was  discovered 
by  Merlin;  who,  though  only  seven  years  old,  understood  all 
things,  and  particularly  what  related  to  the  refiractory  castle» 
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much  better  than  all  the  wise  men  in  his  majesty's  domi- 
nions. 

Vortigem,  appeased  by  this  answer,  and  full  of  curiosity  to 
see  his  new  g^iest,  ordered  out  his  whole  court,  and,  springing 
upon  his  horse,  rode  forward  to  meet  Merlin,  whom  he  con- 
ducted in  state  to  the  palace,  and  entertained  with  great  mag- 
nificence. On  the  following  day  he  conducted  the  child  to 
the  site  of  his  projected  castle,  and  inquired  why,  the  ground 
being  apparently  like  common  earth,  and  the  materials  of  his 
edifice  sufficienUy  solid,  they  were  unable  to  stand  upright  in 
the  dark,  and  were  constancy  tumbled  down  before  morning? 
Merlin  replied,  that  the  accident  was  in  appearance  yery  per- 
Terse,  but  that  the  cause  was  not  extraorduuuy.'  That  mmie- 
diately  below  the  soil  were  two  deep  pools  of  water;  below 
the  water  two  huge  stones;  and  below  the  stones  two  enor- 
mous serpents,  the  one  white  as  milk,  the  other  red  as  fire ; 
that  they  slept  during  the  day,  but  regularly  quarrelled  every 
night;  and,  by  their  efforts  to  destroy  each  odier,  occasioned 
an  eajthquake,  which  was  fatal  to  his  intended  edifice. 
Merlin  at  the  same  time  recommended  that  he  should  take 
measures  to  Terify  the  truth  of  this  relation. 

Accordingly  Vortigem  employed  his  fifteen  thousand  work- 
men. The  water  was  soon  discovered,  and,  by  sinking  wells, 
was  wholly  drawn  out.  The  two  stones  were  found  at  the 
bottom;  and,  being  with  some  difficulty  removed,  exhibited 
the  tremendous  serpents, 

With  long  taiUs,  fele  fold, 
And  foimd  right  as  Merlin  told. 
That  one  dragon  was  red  so  fire, 
With  even  bright,  as  basin  dear; 
His  tail  was  great  and  nothing  small; 
His  body  was  a  rood  withal. 
His  shaft  may  no  man  tell; 
He  looked  as  a  fiend  of  heU. 

1  EDif  liad  read  tliif  portion  of  the  namtiye  inoorrecdy,  as  wiU  appear 
bj  the  IbUowing  pauage : 

Merlin  seyd,  Certea,  air  king, 
Therof  nia  no  aekouthe  thing. 

Arthour  mtd  MerUUf  p.  65. 
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The  white  dragon  lay  him  by. 

Stem  of  look,  and  griesly. 

His  mouth  and  throat  yawned  wide ; 

The  fire  brast*  out  on  ilka'  side. 

His  tail  was  ragged  as.  afiend. 

And,  upon  his  tail's  end. 

There  was  y-shaped  a  griesly  head. 

To  fight  with  the  dragon  red. 

Merlin  had  warned  Vortigem  and  all  the  spectators  that 
the  conflict  of  these  monsters  would  be  very  fiightfol;  but 
curiosity  for  a  time  suspended  apprehension,  till  the  serpents 
slowly  rising  from  their  den,  and  expanding  their  enormoos 
folds,  began  the  combat,  when  the  astonished  multitode 
attempted  to  fly  on  all  sides;  Merlin  clapping  his  hands  and 
shouting  to  encourage  the  combatants. 

The  red  dragon,  and  the  white, 
Hard  together  gan  they  smite, 
With  mouth,  paw,  and  with  tail : 
Between  hem  was  full  hard  batail; 
That  the  earth  dinned  tho. 
And  loathly  weather  wax  therto. 
So  strong  fire  they  casten  anon, 
That  the  plains  therof  shone. 
And  sparkled  about,  so  bri^t 
As  doth  the  fire  from  thunder-light. 
So  they  fought,  for  sooth  to  say. 
All  the  long  summer's  day. 
They  ne  stinted  never  of  fighting 
Till  the  even-song  gan  ring. 
So  in  that  time,  as  I  you  teU, 
The  red  dragon,  that  was  so  fell. 
Drove  the  white  for  adown. 
Into  the  plains,  a  great  viroun,* 
Till  they  came  to  a  valley; 
There  they  rested  hem  both  tway, 
Well  the  mountaunce^  of  a  while 
That  a  man  might  gon  a  mile. 

^  Bunt.  >  Each;  every.  *  Circnit. 

*  AmouDt  :•— the  shorter  phrase  "moimtance  of  a  mile"  is  often  used* 
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And  theie  the  white  oorer'd^  his  flight. 

And  vrox*  eager  for  to  fight; 

And  eagerly,  without  £eu1. 

The  red  dragon  he  gan  aasail. 

And  droTe  we  red  right  again 

Till  he  came  into  the  plain. 

And  there  the  white,  anon  right, 

Hent*  the  red  with  all  hia-might. 

And  to  the  ground  he  him  oast. 

And,  with  the  fire  of  his  hlast. 

Altogether  brent  the  red, 

That  never  of  him  was  ftnmden  shred ; 

Bnt  dost  upon  the  ground  he  lay! 

The  white  serpent,  immediately  after  his  yictory,  disap- 
peared, and  no  ma:t  has  since  discoyered  the  place  of  his 
retreat. 

Merlin,  having  thus  fully  confirmed  the  truth  of  his  asser- 
tion, desired  to  be  confronted  with  the  Magi;  and  sternly 
asked  them  why  they  had  imjustly  thirsted  after  his  blood. 
They  humbly  replied,  that  their  art  had  certainly  deceived 
them,  but  that  tiie  signs  they  had  observed  in  the  heavens 
could  admit  of  no  other  interpretation;  and  Merlin,  satisfied 
with  their  humiliation,  explained  to  them,  that  the  signs  and 
characters  which  they  had  seen  in  the  sky  were  written  there 
by  his  wicked  fiither,  who  wished  for  his  destruction.  This 
point  being  settled,  the  Magi  were  pardoned;  Merlin  became 
the  chief  counsellor  of  Vortigem;  and  the  castle  was  com- 
pleted by  his  directions  without  any  sinister  accident. 

At  leng^  it  was  suggested  to  Vortisem  that  the  battle  of 
the  serpents,  though  certainly  a  subume  and  magnificent 
spectacle,  was  not  Ukely  to  have  been  solely  intended  for  his 
amusement,  but  was  probably  the  evmbol  of  some  mystery 
which  the  wisdom  of  Merlin  would,  doubtless,  enable  him  to 
reveal.  He  was  therefore  sent  for  and  questioned  by  the 
king,  but  continued  to  maintain  a  sullen  silence  till  the  impa- 
tient monarch  insisted  on  receiving  an  answer,  and  threatened 
him  with  instant  death  as  the  punishment  of  his  contumacy 
The  prophet  answered  the  threat  with  a  smile  of  haughty 
contempt: 

'  Wazed;  graw.  '  Msed. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


S6  JB1.BLY  ENGLISH  METBICAL  BOlCiLKCIB. 

Sir,  withouten  ween,' 

That  daj  ahalt  thou  never  seen. 
Though  ihou  take  thy  sword  in  hond, 
Me  to  slay,  or  bring  in  bond. 
Yet  maj  thou  fail  of  all  they  £ure,' 
As  doth  the  greyhound  of  the  hare. 

He  then  insisted  that,  before  he  began  to  answer,  the  king 
should  find  hostages  for  his  security;  nor  would  he  open  his 
lips  till  two  borons  of  the  first  distinction  and  opidenoe 
pledged  themselves  by  oath,  on  the  sacred  writings,  to  pre- 
serve him  from  all  danger. 

Merlin  then  began  to  explain  the  mystery  of  the  two  ser- 
pents. The  red  one,  he  observed,  was  emblematic  of  Vor- 
tigem,  who  had  obtained  the  crown  bv  the  slaughter  of  King 
Movne ;  the  white,  with  its  two  heads,  represented  the  two 
rightful  heirs,  Aurelius  and  Uther,  who,  confident  in  their 
own  prowess  and  in  the  assistance  of  Britany,  were  preparing 
to  attempt  by  force  tjlie  recovery  of  their  dominions. 

"Into  this  castle  they  shall  thee  drive, 
With  thy  children,  and  with  thy  wife, 
And  all  that  beth'  with  thee  then. 
Into  the  ground  men  shall  you  brenne! 
And  the  king  Sir  Aungys 
Shall  be  slain,  and  hold  no  price! 
His  kindred,  and  thine  also 
Shall  don  England  mickle  wo! 
Sir  Fortager,  this  is  the  tokening 
Of  the  dr^ns'  fighting. 
As  I  thee  say,  wiSiouten  oath. 
Thou  shalt  it  find  seker  and  sooth.'** 
Still  him  stood  Sir  Fortager, 
And  bot  his  lip  with  dreary  cheer; 
And  said  to  Merlin, '' Withouten  &0 
Thou  must  me  tell  some  counsail, 
Withouten  chest,'  withouten  strife. 
How  I  may  best  save  my  life." 
Then  Merlm  gan  stand  still; 

>  Doubt.  «  CowBe.  »  Are. 

•<  Csrliiii  and  true.  «  Debato;  itfife. 
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And  answered  him  with  wordes  grille,' 

And  said,  "  Sire,  withouten  ween. 

Thus  it  must  needs  been ; 

And  therefore,  so  God  give  me  rest, 

I  no  ken  no  rede* — ^but  do  thy  best!** 

Fortager  said,  ''But  thou  me  tell, 

Anon  I  sh^U  do  thee  quell!'* ' 

He  stert  up,  and  would  have  him  raught,* 

But  where  he  was  he  ne  wist  nought. 

Merlin  indeed  had  vanished  immediately  after  the  eonclu- 
fiiofn  of  his  speech ;  and,  during  the  fruitless  search  of  Vor- 
tigem  and  his  courtiers,  was  occupied  in  relating  to  Blaise 
the  various  adventures  which  had  befallen  him  since  their 
separation.  During  his  abode  with  this  holy  man  he  com- 
piled his  book  of  prophecies,  comprising  all  the  past  and 
future  history  of  his  country.  Posterity  will  long  regret  that 
this  invaluable  repertory  is  so  obscure 

That  few  men,  withouten  ween. 
Can  understand  what  it  may  mean. 

Our  author  now  passes  to  the  concluding  events  of  Vor- 
tigem's  reign,  which  are  thus  introduced : 

A  merry  time  it  is  in  May, 
When  springeth  the  summers  day, 
And  damiseis  carols  leadeth. 
On  green  wood  fowls  gredeth.* 
So  in  that  time,  as  ye  may  hear. 
Two  barons*  came  to  Fortager,  &c. 

They  brought  the  very  unwelcome  intelligence  that  Aure- 
lina  Ajnbrosius,  and  his  brother  Uther,  having  made  good 
tiieir  landing,  were  advanced  within  a  few  nules  of  Win- 
ehester.^-Vortigem,  without  loss  of  time,  dispatched  mes- 
aengers  to  Hengist,  imploring  his  assistance;  while  other 
menengers  were  sent  to  Winchester  with  orders  to  provide 
against  a  surprise,  and  assurances  that  he  would  immediately 

1  Stem;  crad;  horrible.  *  Ad?ioe.  •  Kfll. 

•  «  Reached.  '  Sing : — in  gpneral  it  expresses  anj  crj. 

'  One  buoB,  aooording  to  the  renion  of  the  romance  in  the  Audiin* 
lenL  BSS* 

K 
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march  at  the  head  of  his  whole  annj,  and  gire  battle  to  the 
invaders.  But  the  tyrant's  orders  arrived  too  late.  The 
citizens  of  Winchester  no  sooner  discovered  the  banners  of 
their  ancient  sovereigns,  than  they  resolved  to  open  their 
gates,  and,  having  overpowered  the  resistance  of  the  garrison, 
joyfully  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  right  heirs  of  the 
monarchy. 

On  the  approach  g(  Vortigem  and  Hengist,  the  two 
brothers  quitted  the  city,  and  drew  out  their  army  in  order 
of  battle;  but,  before  the  conflict  b^an,  the  troops  of  Vor- 
tigem were  already  thrown  into  con^ion.  Many  of  the 
British  officers,  indignant  at  being  combined  with  the  Saxons 
against  their  countrymen,  positively  refused  to  make  the 
attack;  and,  being  joined  by  their  troops,  boldly  resisted  the 
orders  of  Vortigem,  and  repelled  the  attempts  of  his  adherents 
to  overpower  them.  The  news  of  this  revolt  being  carried  to 
Aurelius  and  Uther,  they  instantly  seized  the  fitvouraUe 
moment;  threw  the  allies  into  confusion;  and  soon  obtained 
a  decisive  victory.  The  fugitives  were  pursued  as  far  as 
Salisbury  plain,  nHiere  Vortigem  took  rdfuge  in  his  castle; 
but  the  Britons  having  thrown  wild-fire  over  the  walls,  the 
whole  edifice  wns  soon  involved  in  a  general  conflagratian. 
The  tyrant  with  his  wife  and  child  perished  in  the  flames; 
and  the  prophecy  of  Merlin  was  thus  fidly  aeoomplished. 
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MERLIN. 


PART  IL 


The  following  abstract  is  made  from  a  transcript  of  the 
Auchinleck  MS.  communicated  to  the  editor  by  Sir  W.  Scott 
The  author  has  evidently  intended  to  relieve  the  fatigue  of 
his  hearers  during  his  long-winded  narrative  by  breaking  it 
into  fyties  or  cantos;  and  as  the  expedient  appeared  at  least 
equally  necessary  in  prose,  it  has  been  followed  in  this 
abridgment. 


Caitto  I. 

After  the  death  of  Vortigeni,  Uther  Pendragon  marched  to 
beside  Hengist  in  a  casue  to  which  he  had  retreated;  but 
the  efforts  of  the  assailants  being  rendered  abortive  by  the 
strength  of  the  position,  he  was  advised  by  five  of  his  barons, 
who  had  witnessed  the  preceding  feats  of  Merlin,  to  apply  for 
the  assistance  of  the  magician.  Accordingly,  messengers 
were  dispatched  in  search  of  him;  and 

On  a  day,  this  messager, 

Sette  hem  alle  to  the  diner. 

A  beggar  ther  come  in. 

With  a  long  herd  on  his  chin; 

A  staff  in  ms  bond  he  hadde. 

And  shoone  on  his  fete  bade. 

With  his  schuldres  he  gan  rove,*  ron 

And  bade*  *'  good  for  Godys  love."  ,*^| 

They  said  he  scholde  nought  share 

But  strokes  and  bismare.* 

«  Shrug.  *  Prayed.  '  Infkmj* 

h2 
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The  eld  man  said  anon, 
••  Ye  be  nice,*  everych  one, 
That  sitten  here  and  skome  me. 
On  the  king's  nedes  that  schuld  be, 
For  to  finde  Merlin  child ! 
The  borouns  ben  witless  and  wild, 
That  senten  men  him  to  seche," 
That  nought  ne  couthe^  knowleche! 
To  day  he  hath  yow  oft  met; 
No  know  ye  him  never  the  bet.< 
Wendeth*  home  by  my  rede  !• 
For  him  to  find  ne  shal  ye  spede. 
Biddeth  h\m  and  the  baromis  five 
They  come  and  spcken  with  him  blyve  f 
And  seggeth,"  Merlin  wil  hem  abide 
In  the  forest  here  byside.'* 

Wi^  these  words  he  vanished;  and  the  messengers,  as 
"telleth  the  letters  black,"  were  filled  with  wonder.  Uther, 
having  heard  their  relation,  left  the  command  of  the  anny 
with  his  brother  Anrilis  Brosias  (Aurelius  Ambrosius),  and 
repaired  to  the  forest,  where  Merlin  amused  himself  at  his 
expense  by  assuming  three  several  disguises:  first  that  of  a 
swme-herd;  then  that  of  a  chapman  with  a  pack  at  his  back; 
and  lastly  that  of  a  young  and  comely  peasant, — ^in  which 
shape  he  exhorted  him  to  have  patience,  assuring  him  that 
Merlin  would  keep  his  assignation,  though  perhaps  not  till 
late  at  night.  At  last  he  arrived,  announced  himself  as  Mer- 
lin, though  still  in  his  peasant's  shape,  and  related  that  by  his 
advice  Aurelius  had  just  attacked  and  slain  Hengist.  Uther, 
rejoiced  by  this  news  '*  as  the  birds  by  the  first  dawn  of  day,'^ 
returned  with  Merlin  to  the  camp,  and  found  his  brother  not 
less  astonished  than  delighted  by  his  victory,  of  which  he  was 
unable  to  give  a  very  intelligible  account  till  he  learnt  from 
Uther  tlie  name  of  his  powerful  counsellor  and  assistant.  At 
this  time  a  message  was  received  from  the  Saracens  (Saxons) 
requesting  leave  to  retire,  with  the  assurance  that  they  would 
never  more  return  to  infest  the  peace  of  Britain:  and  &ib  pro- 
posal being  by  Merlin's  advice  accepted,  and  the  tranquillity  of 

1  Foolish.         '  To  seek.         *  Knew  no  knowledge.  «  Better. 

*  Go.  '  AdTioe.  '  Immediately.  '  Say. 
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the  idand  restored  by  the  departure  of  the  enemy,  Uther  was 
dected  sovereign,  receiyed  t^e  oath  of  fealty  £rom  the  prin- 
eipal  barons,  and  was  solemnly  crowned  at  Winchester,  amidst 
the  rejoicings  of  the  whole  nation. 

Not  long  after  this  ceremony  a  vast  army  of  Saracens  from 
Denmark  made  an  attack  on  Bristol.  Merlin  had  forewarned 
the  brothers  of  this  invasion,  and  at  the  same  time  informed 
them  that  one  of  them  was  destined  to  ML  in  the  dreadful 
conflict  by  which  the  triumph  of  the  Britons  must  be  pur- 
chased, but  that  the  victim  would  be  rewarded  by  the  crown 
of  martyrdom.  Uther  was  directed  to  make  head  against  the 
enemy  on  the  land  side,  while  Aurelius  should  attack  them  in 
the  rear  from  the  sea  beach;  and  both  exerted  themselves 
with  the  most  desperate  valour.  But  Uther  roceived  from 
Merlin,  during  the  engagement,  a  secret  assurance  that  he 
was  not  the  person  destined  to  go  immediately  to  heaven.; 
and  the  romance  tells  us  that  he  was  very  glad  to  hear  it. 
He  redoubled  his  efforts  to  secure  the  victory  nearly  gained 
by  Aurelius,  who  fell  when  the  enemy  was  already  thrown 
into  confusion;  and  these  efforts  wero  so  successful, 

That  of  thritty  thousand,  and  mo,* 
Ne  let  they  five  away  go. 
Of  our  were  slawen*  then  anon 
Three  thousand,  and  ten,  and  one. 
Three  mile  wayes,  other  two, 
Ne  might  no  man  step,  ne  go. 
Neither  on  hill  ne  on  den, 
Bot  he  stepped  on  dede  men. 
The  blode  over- ran  the  countray, 
Over  alle  in  the  valley. 

The  body  of  Aurelius  was,  on  the  following  day,  carefully 
sought  and  interred  with  due  solenmity. 

Uther  reigned  seven  years,  and,  scrupulously  following  in 
all  things  the  advice  of  Merlin,  distinguished  every  year  by 
the  most  brilliant  achievements.  He  overcame  King  Claudas,' 
the  tyrant  of  Gaul,  and  became  the  suzerain  of  Hoel,  king 

1  More,  •  Slain. 

This  Clandtts,  the  great  enemy  of  Ban  and  Boort,  makes  a  conspi* 
caona  figore  in  the  romance  of  Sir  Lanncelot. 
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of  Harman/  first  husband  of  the  beautifol  Igerna,  and  Icvd 
of  Gasoony,  Nonnandj  and  Boulogne,  Poitou,  Champagne, 
and  Anjou.  He  also  acquired  the  allegiance  of  Ban,  lung  of 
Benoit  in  ''lesse  Briteyne/'  and  of  his  brother  Bohort  of 
Gaunes,  two  of  the  first  pillars  of  chi^aby.  Moreoyer,  he 
inatituted  the  round  table,  under  Merlin's  special  guidance, 
intended  to  assemble  the  best  knights  in  the  world.  H]|^ 
birth,  great  strength,  activity,  and  skill,  fearless  valour,  and 
firm  fidelity  to  &eir  suzerain,  were  indispensably  requisite 
fbr  an  admission  into  this  order.  They  were  bound  by  oaHi 
to  assist  each  other  at  the  hazard  of  their  own  lives;  to  at- 
tempt singly  the  most  perilous  adventurers;  to  lead,  when 
neoessaxy,  a  life  of  monastic  solitude;  to  fiy  to  arms  at  the 
first  summons;  and  never  to  retire  from  battle  till  they  had 
defeated  the  enemy,  unless  when  night  intervened  and  aepa- 
sated  the  combatants. 

This  table  gan*  Uther  the  wight; 

Ac  it  to  ende  had  he  no  might. 

For,  theygh  alle  the  kinges  under  our  lord 

Hadde  y-sitten"  at  that  bord. 

Knight  by  kni^t,  ich  you  telle. 

The  table  might  nought  fulfiUe, 

Till  they  were  bom  tiiat  should  do  all 

Fulfill  the  mervaile  of  the  Greal.« 

Happy  are  the  kings  whose  ministers  happen  to  be  con- 
jurers! Uther  had  the  good  fortune  to  close  the  list  of  his 
sanguinary  conquests  by  the  more  flattering  though  not  very 
honourable  victory  which  he  obtained,  by  the  assistance  of 
Merlin,  over  the  beautiM  Igema,  whom  he  enjoyed,  under 

*  The  country  of  Harman  is  nnknown  to  modern  geography,  but  appean 
in  this  place  to  mean  Britany.  The  Hod,  king  of  the  country,  is  perhaps 
issumed  to  be  the  father  of  him  who  is  celebrated  in  Geoffrey  of  Moo- 
noiith  as  the  great  assistant  of  Arthur  in  his  victories;  for,  as  ov 
romaiicer  has  made  htm  the  first  husband  of  Igema,  Arthur's  mother, 
there  heroes  thus  beoome  very  nearly  related. 

'  Commenced.  •  Sat. 

*  Hie  St.  Graal  was  the  vessel  in  which  our  Saviour  ate  the  last  supper 
with  his  apostles,  and  is  &Ued  to  hare  been  preserved  by  Joseph  of 
A^imathBa. 
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llie  daape  of  lier  husband  the  duke  of  Cbmwall,  in  Tintagel 
cuHe.  It  is  mmessary  to  repeat  from  the  romance  the  same 
circimistances  which  are  related  by  Geofirey  of  Monmouth; 
but  it  will  be  proper  to  observe,  that  the  subsequent  union  ox 
Uther  to  his  fidr  captive  was  accompanied  by  the  marriages 
of  Uie  three  daughters  whom  she  had  borne  to  Hoel,  her  &^ 
husband. 

Nanters,  king  of  Gerlot,  married  Blasine,  the  eldest,  by 
whom  he  had  a  son  named  Galaas.  King  Lot  espoused  the 
second,  named  Belicent,  who  became  the  mother  of  Gawain, 
Qnefehes,  Agravain,  and  Gaheriet.  The  third  was  united  to 
Uiien,  king  of  Scherham,  whose  son  was  the  celebrated 
Ywain. 

Meriin,  it  seems,  had  exacted  from  Uther,  as  the  price  of 
hiB  complaisance  in  furthering  his  majesty's  amours,  the  ab- 
soliite  right  of  directing,  as  he  might  think  fit,  the  nurture 
and  education  of  the  boy  who  shoxdd  result  from  them ;  and  no 
sooner  were  the  usual  festivities  concluded  than  he  repaired 
to  Uther,  and  reminded  him  of  his  promise.  He  had  read  in 
the  stars  that  the  wife  of  Antour,  a  nobleman  high  in  Uther's 
esteem,  would  be  the  best  possible  nurse  for  the  child;  and 
therefore  directed  the  kii^,  in  the  first  place,  to  obtain  the 
oooaent  of  the  intended  foster-father.  He  then  enjoined  him 
to  eonceal  carefully  from  Igema  the  identity  of  her  unknown 
xvfi^er  with  her  present  husband;  and,  when  she  should 
eoaSus  to  him  her  pregnancy,  that  he  should  consent  to  for- 
give her  supposed  crime,  only  on  condition  that  the  child 
should  be  delivered  to  a  person  whom  he  would  appoint,  for 
the  purpose  of  educating  it  in  perfect  obscurity.  AH  this 
was  punctually  performed.  Merlin  received  the  child  at  the 
palace-gate ;  conveyed  him  to  church,  where  he  caused  him 
to  be  christened  by  the  name  of  Arthur;  and  then  bore  him  to 
Antour's  wife,  who  undertook  to  suckle  him,  having  obtained 
another  nurse  for  her  own  son  Kay,  of  whom  she  had  been 
reeently  delivered.  As  these  secret  anecdotes  may  require 
some  attestation,  the  author  assures  us  that  '^  he  has  found 
them  m  the  black;"  and  soon  after  appeals  to  the  Brount,i 
meaning  perhaps  the  Brut  or  Chronicle. 

>  This  is  no  doabt  a  misraodiog.    The  Brat  if,  of  course,  the  work 
afluaedto. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


104  BASLT  ENGLISH  HETBICAL  B0MAKCE8. 

Ai-thur  grew  and  prospered  under  the  care  of  Sir  An- 
tour — 

He  was  &ir,  and  well  agre,^ 
And  was  a  thild  of  gret  noblay. 
He  was  curteys,  &ire  and  gent, 
And  wight,  and  Hardi,  verament.' 
Curteyslich*  and  fair  he  spac;^ 
With  him  was  none  evil  lack.' 

But  he  was  kept  in  perfect  ignorance  of  his  high  birth;  and 
Uther,  though  he  lived  many  years  after  this,  expired  without 
revealing  the  secret  either  to  Arthur  or  to  Isema.  Merlin 
.however,  who  attended  him  on  his  death-bed,  assured  him 
that  his  son  should  succeed  him,  and  that  in  his  reign  should 
be  fuliilled  all  the  wonders  of  the  San-Greal;  and  with  this 
promise  the  king  was  perfectly  satisfied.  He  died,  and  was 
buried  by  Bishop  Brice,  a  personage  of  great  sanctity  and  no 
small  importance. 

As  soon  as  the  obsequies  of  the  late  king  were  finished,  a 
parliament  was  convened  for  the  purpose  of  electing  a  suc- 
cessor, and  was  attended  by  all  the  independent  lords  and 
princes  of  the  island.  But  as  Uther's  fiunily  was  supposed  to 
be  extinct,  and  numerous  candidates  brought  forward  their 
claims  to  the  throne,  the  assembly  continued  to  deliberate 
during  six  months;  at  the  end  of  which  they  were  so  divided 
into  factions  as  to  preclude  all  rational  hope  of  accommodation. 
Bishop  Brice,  on  Christmas  eve,  took  occasion  to  address 
them ;  and  represented  that,  as  no  human  means  were  likely 
to  produce  unanimity  in  their  councils  without  the  spccisd 
interference  of  heaven,  it  would  well  become  them  to  put  up 
their  prayers,  at  that  solemn  season,  for  some  token  which 
should  manifest  the  intentions  of  providence  respecting  their 
ftiture  sovereign.  This  advice  was  adopted;  all  parties  prayed 
%vith  the  greatest  fervour, — and  with  such  success,  that  the 
i^ervice  was  scarcely  ended  when  a  miraculous  stone  was  dis- 
covered before  the  church-door,  and  in  the  stone  was  finnly 
fixed  a  sword  with  the  following  words  engraved  on  its 
hilt: 

'  Pleasing;  agreeable.  '  Truly.  '  ConrteoiulT. 

*  Spoke.  *  Fault. 
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**  Ich  am  y-hote'  Escalibore; 

Unto  a  King  &ir  tresore." 

(On  Inglis  is  this  writing, 
'*  Kerve  steel,  and  yren,  and  al  thing.*') 

Bishop  firice,  after  exhorting  the  assembly  to  offer  up  their 
thanksgivings  for  this  signal  miracle,  proposed  a  kw,  that 
whoever  should  be  able  to  draw  out  that  sword  from  the  stone 
should  be  immediately  acknowledged  as  sovereign  of  the 
Britons;  and  his  proposal  was  instantly  decreed  by  general 
acclamation. 

King  Lot,  KingNanters,  King  Clarien,  and  all  the  principal 
candLdates,  successively  put  their  strength  to  the  proof;  out 
the  miraculous  sword  resisted  all  their  efforts.  It  stood  till 
Candlemas;  it  stood  till  Easter;  it  stood  till  Pentecost,  when 
the  best  knights  in  the  kingdom  usually  assembled  for  the 
amiual  tournament;  and  no  one  had  been  able  to  move  it.  In 
the  mean  time  Arthur  had  been  placed,  for  the  purpose  of 
fbiighmg  his  education,  in  the  service  of  King  Lot:  but  when 
Kay  was  received,  previously  to  the  feast  of  Pentecost,  into 
the  order  of  knighthood,  he  was  advised  by  his  fetther  to  take 
Arthur  as  his  squire ;  and  the  young  hero  accordingly  attended 
his  foster-brother,  in  that  capacity,  to  the  lists.  Sir  Kay  wan 
a  youth  of  great  valour  and  address,  (though,  as  the  romancer 
tdls  us,  he  **^  stammered  a  little,")  and,  having  overthrown  a 
competent  number  of  knights  witii  his  spear,  proceeded  into 
the  medley  with  his  sword, — ^which  unfortunately  broke  in  his 
hand, — so  that  he  was  forced  to  send  Arthur  to  his  mother  for 
a  new  one.  Arthur  hastened  home,  but  did  not  find  the  lady: 
he  had  however  observed  near  the  church  a  sword  sticking  in 
a  stone,  and  on  his  return  galloped  to  the  place,  drew  it  out 
with  great  ease,  and,  perfectly  unconscious  of  having  per- 
formed a  mighty  feat,  delivered  it  to  his  master.  Kay,  who 
was  better  aware  of  its  value,  swore  him  to  secresy,  and  then, 
showing  the  weapon  to  his  &thcr,  professed  his  mtention  of 
ftlftiining  the  throne. 

Sir  Antour,  who  was  rather  incredulous,  insisted  that  his 
son  should  repeat  the  feat,  lest  he  should  onl^  cover  himself 
with  ridicule  by  failing  in  the  experiment  before  the  general 
assembly;  and  Kay,  who  hoped  that  the  charm  was  now 

»  Called. 
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broken,  readily  replaced  the  sword  in  the  stone;  to  which  the 
blade  instantly  adhered  so  strongly  that  he  was  utterly  unable 
to  remove  it.  Somewhat  abashed  by  this  discovery  of  the 
imposture,  he  confessed  to  his  &ther  that  he  had  received  the 
sword  from  his  squire ;  and  Antour,  carrying  Arthur  to  the 
cathedral,  intrusted  him  with  the  secret  virtues  of  the  sword, 
promised  his  best  assistance  in  placing  him  on  the  throne,  and 
only  requested  of  his  foster-son,  in  return  for  all  his  service, 
the  promise  of  nominating  Sir  Kay  to  the  office  of  high 
steward;  a  request  with  which  Arthur  joyfully  complied. 

Sir  Antour  now  hastened  to  invest  him  with  the  order  of 
knighthood,  and  equipped  him  with  a  degree  of  splendour 
suited  to  his  high  pretensions. 

First  he  fbnd  him  cloth  and  cradel, 
Tho  he  fond  him  stede  and  sadel; 
Helm,  and  briny,  and  hauberjoun, 
Saumbers,  quissers,  and  aketoun.^ 
Quarre  shield,  gode  swerd  of  steel, 
And  launce  stiff,  biteand''  wel. 
There  he  gave  him,  anon-rights,^ 
To  his  service  forty  knights. 
A-morwc*  they  went  to  tournament, 
And  so  there  dede,  verament, 
That,  eche  day.  Sir  Arthour 
The  los^  he  bare  and  the  honour. 

Antour  then  repaired  to  Bishop  Brice,  to  inform  him  that 
Arthur  had  performed  the  conditions  pointed  out  by  heaven ; 
upon  which  the  good  prelate  summoned  the  general  meeting, 
before  whom  the  trial  of  the  sword  was  several  times  repeatea ; 
Arthur  was  unanimously  proclaimed,  and  an  early  day  ap- 
pointed for  his  solemn  coronation. 

During  the  preparations  for  this  ceremony  Merlin  arrived, 
and  communicated  to  the  bishop  the  whole  mystery  of  Arthur's 
birth.  He  at  the  same  time  forewarned  nim  that  the  ap- 
proaching festival  would  not  pass  off  yrithout  a  severe  contest, 

1  Oradel,  perhaps  from  Cratula,  a  species  of  dreas  whidi  Da  Cange 
•nppoees  to  bare  been  clerical;  briny ,  and  kaubefjount  different  aorts  of 
breastplates;  aaumbert,  the  coverings  for  the  arm;  fuinerg,  ooTeriog  lor 
the  thigh;  aketouiif  a  coat  of  mail.  '  Cutting. 

*  Immediately.  ^  On  the  morrow.  ^  Praise;  glory. 
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aad  tibeeflftuiim  of  mudi  blood;  hereoommendedthatArihiir's 
piify  fahould  be  strengdiened  as  quickly  as  possible  by  tbe 
aoceasioii  of  Sir  Jordun,  Sir  Bretel,  and  all  me  adherents  of 
l^ema;  and  above  all,  that  they  should  be  constantly  armed, 
and  prepared  for  the  attack  of  their  enemies 


Canto  II. 

Mine  it  is  in  time  of  June, 
When  fenil  hangeth  abroad  in  toun; 
Violet,  and  rose  flower, 
Woneihi  then  in  maiden's  bower. 
The  Sonne  is  hot,  the  day  is  long. 
Foulis  maketh  miri  song. 
King  Arthour  bar  coroun 
In  Cardoile  that  noble  town. 

Among  the  competitors  for  the  crown  were  six  kings,  dis- 
tfaignisbed  by  superior  power  or  merit;  these  were  Lot  of 
LoUuan;  Nanters  of  Gerlot;  Urien  of  Reged;  Carodas  king 
of  Strangore ;  Yder  king  of  the  Marches;  and  Anguisant  king 
of  Scotland.  Each  of  these  conducted  a  small  army  of  adhe- 
rents to  Arthur's  coronation;  attended,  in  sullen  silence,  the 
rdigions  ceremonies;  listened  without  any  symptoms  of  im- 
patience to  the  exhortations  of  Bishop  Brioe;  and  even  con- 
descended to  partake  of  the  venison^  of  the  swans,  peacocks, 
bastards,  pheasants,  partridges,  and  cranes,  as  well  as  of  the 
pxment  and  clare,'  by  which  the  mass  was  immediately  fol- 
lowed. But  when,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  feast,  Arthur  pro- 
ceeded according  to  custom  to  confer  on  his  guests  the  inyes- 
titiire  of  the  great  flefe  and  offices  of  the  crown,  they  suddenly 
rose  with  one  accord,  exclaimed  that  a  misbegotten  adventurer 
was  mifit  to  reign  over  them,  and  attempted  to  seize  the  king's 
penon.    Merlin,  who  was  present,  defended  the  legitimacy  of 

>  Dwen. 
s  Pimeiit  was  a  species  of  spioed  wine,  and  clar6  was  a  wine  made  of 
grapes,  honey,  and  aromatic  spioes.  Wine  mixed  with  honej  and  spices, 
and  afterwards  strained,  was  also  called  clar6.  In  the  east  of  England 
SBj  sort  of  red  wine  is  called  clarry  or  dareti  and  perhaps  the  term  may- 
be a  relic  of  our  ancient  langoage. 
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Arthur's  birth,  and  told,  as  intelligibly  as  the  noise  would 
permit,  his  whole  story;  but  his  eloquence  was  unavai]]!!^— 

The  barouns  said  to  Merlin, 
"  He  was  found  thurgh  witching  thine! 
"Traitour,"  they  said,  ^'verament, 

For  al  thine  enchantement. 

No  shall  never  no  bore's  stren' 

Our  king,  no  heved'  ben, 

Ac  he  shal  sterve'  right  anon!''~- 

Luckily  Arthur's  friends,  being  perfectly  armed,  tcit  soon 
drove  before  them  their  immense  crowd  of  enemies,  and  chas- 
ing them  quite  out  of  the  town,  shut  the  gates  against  them. 
But  though  forced  to  retreat  to  their  tents,  they  still  threat- 
ened a  speedv  vengeance;  and  their  great  numbers,  their 
valour,  and  the  smallness  of  Arthur's  party,  which  did  not 
omoimt  to  more  than  three  hundred  and  ten  Imights  and  about 
three  thousand  seven  himdred  ill-armed  infantry,  seemed  to 
promise  them  a  certain  and  speedy  victory.  Bishop  Brioe, 
however,  having  assembled  the  whole  inhabitants  of  tne  town, 
explained  to  them  the  divine  right  of  Arthur  to  the  crown,  as 
well  as  his  hereditary  claim  as  son  to  Uther ;  assured  them  of 
the  assistance  of  heaven;  and  concluded  his  harangue  by  these 
energetic  words: 

'*  Ac,  for  he  is  king,  and  king's  son, 
Y  curse  aUe,  and  y  dom 
His  enemies  with  Christes  mouth. 
By  East,  by  West,  by  North,  and  South!" 

Merlin,  on  his  part,  was  not  less  active.  He  cast,  by  his 
enchantments,  a  sort  of  magical  wild-fire  into  the  spacious 
camp  of  the  enemy,  Avhich  spread  a  general  conflagration; 
and  whilst  they  were  bewildered  in  the  smoke  and  almost 
deprived  of  their  senses,  directed  a  sally  from  the  town;  by 
which  they  were  instantly  put  to  flight,  with  the  loss  of  four 
himdred  and  fifteen  (our  author  is  very  exact  in  his  numbers) 
of  their  most  forward  combatants. 

But  the  panic  could  not  last  for  ever.  Nanters,  king  of 
Gerlot,  at  last  succeeded  in  rallying  the  fugitives,  of  whom  he 

'  Race;  progeny.    A.  S.  *  Head.  *  Die;  peridi. 
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collected  about  ten  thousand  in  a  valley,  and  threatened  to 
crash  at  once  the  small  army  of  his  pursuers. 

Arthur  seighe*  where  he  cam, 

A  stiff  launce  anon  he  nam:* 

His  fete  in  the  stiropes  he  str^ght;' 

The  stirop  to-bent,  tiie  hors  aqueight  :* 

The  fltede  he  smot,  and  he  fordi  slode  :> 

Ogain*  the  king  Nanters  he  rode. 

Arthur,  as  might  be  expected,  speedily  overthrew  this 
antagonist,  and  afterwards  King  Lot ;  and  drawing  the  ter- 
rible Eecalibore,  rushed  into  the  thickest  part  of  the  press, 
and  spread  destruction  round  him.  But  being  stopped  by  an 
impenetrable  multitude,  and  assailed  by  the  six  kings  at  once, 
his  horse  was  finally  killed,  and  himself  in  imminent  danger 
of  suffocation;  when  he  was  rescued  by  Sir  Kay,  who  by  one 
thrust  of  his  lance  overthrew  Anguisant  and  Carodas,  and, 
assisted  by  Ulfin  and  Bi*etel,  mounted  the  king  on  a  firesh 
hone.  But  though  all  these  knights  performed  prodigies  of 
\alour,  they  did  not  whoUy  engross  the  honour  of  the  day. 

Here  ye  shal  imderstond. 
That  men  o-foot,  of  this  lond, 
Helden  with  King  Arthoui*, 
And  did  him  well  grct  honour. 
With  axes,  staves,  and  with  bowc, 
Did  so  that  alle  the  other  flowe,' 
And  this  kinges  flowen  also. 

Arthur,  after  a  long  pursuit,  collected  his  men,  bestowed 
on  them  the  plunder  of  the  enemy*s  camp,  returned  to 
Carlisle,  and  after  a  solemn  thanksgiving,  and  a  fe6ti\'al  of 
fourteen  days  in  honour  of  his  victory,  was  advised  by  Merlin 
to  march  to  London,  and  there  to  summon  round  him  aU  the 
great  vassals  of  the  kingdom,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving 
their  oaths  of  allesiance. 

At  this  assemUy,  Merlin,  after  representing  the  very  for- 
midable conspiracy  which  was  formed  against  Arthur,  recom- 

>  Saw.  s  Took.  •  Stretched. 

«  Shook;  tramUecL  *  Slid.  *  Against.  Y  Red. 
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mended  that  an  embassy  should  be  sent  to  Kiiig  Ban  «f 
Benoit,  and  King  Bohort  of  Qannes,  two  of  the  best  Imiglrtit 
in  the  world,  to  request  their  immediate  presence,  and  that 
Sir  Bretel  and  Sir  XJlfin  shoidd  be  the  bearers  of  the  invita- 
tion. They  passed  the  sea ;  found  on  the  frontiers  of  Fiunoe 
and  Britany  a  vast  wilderness,  the  effect  of  the  long  wars 
carried  on  by  Claudas,  the  French  tyrant,  against  the  Bretons; 
and  during  their  passage  through  this  desolated  country  were 
attacked  by  seven  knights,  partisans  of  King  Claudas,  of  whom 
they  slew  six,  put  the  seventh  to  flight,  executed  their  cam- 
mission,  and  returned  to  England  accompanied  by  Ban  and 
Bohort,  and  by  a  third  broSier  named  Grimbaut,  a  dertc, 
only  inferior  to  the  arch-conjurer  Merlin. 

On  their  arrival  they  were  welcomed  at  Portsmouth,  and 
in  all  the  towns  from  thence  to  London,  by  songs  ai»l  by 
'Shoppings"  or  dances: 

every  strete 

Was  bi-honged«,  ich  say  forsoth. 
With  many  pall,  and  nuiny  dolh. 
Everich  man  of  each  mester* 
Hem  riden  again  with  fair  attire. 
In  everich  strete,  damiseles 
Carols*  ledden,  friir  and  feles.^ 

Arthur  met  them  in  great  state,  and  led  them  to  a  splendid 
entertainment;  and  after  dinner  the  royal  guests  were  much 
edifled  by  listening  to  a  conversation  between  Merlin  and 
Grimbaut,  which  they  could  not  understand,  concerning  the 
'*  quaintise''  and  contrivance  of  the  sphere,  the  sun,  moon, 
stars,  and  other  "  privy  works."  They  then,  being  fully 
satisfied  by  Merlin  as  to  the  validity  of  Arthur's  title, 
swore  fealty  to  him,  and  afterwards  proceeded  to  a  tourna- 
ment; which  must  have  been  very  magnificent,  because  the 
author  enumerates  fourteen  knights  whose  feats  of  arms  were 
particularly  noticed.  These  were  Sir  Kay,  Sir  Lucan  the 
Butler,  Sir  Grifles,  Sir  Maruc,  Sir  Gimias,  Sir  Placides,  Sir 
Driens,  Sir  Holias,  Sir  Graciens,  Sir  Marlians,  Sir  Flandrins, 
Sir  Meleard,  Sir  Dmkius,  and  Sir  Breoberius.    These  fbsti- 

^  Hug.        *  Tnde,  A.N.  Dances.         «  Nnmennis. 
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being  ended,  Merlin  at  length  explained  to  the  tii>o 
kiags  the  great  purposes  ibr  whidi  he  had  requested  their 
presence;  die  first  of  which  was,  that  they  should  assist  King 
Aitiiur  in  obtaining  the  hand  of  Guenever,  the  daughter  of 
Leodigan,  king  of  Carmalide,  and  that  with  this  view  they 
shonld  discomfit  King  Rion,  who,  at  the  head  of  twenty  triba- 
taiy  sofTcreigns,  was  making  war  on  the  said  Leodigan.  The 
other,  that  &ey  should  join  Arthur  with  a  body  of  twenty-fire 
tfaonsand  men;  wherel^  he  would  be  enabled  to  oreroome 
eleven  kings  and  one  duke,  who  were  at  that  moment  in 
rebellion  against  him,  and  were  actually  encamped,  with  a 
Tast  army,  in  the  forest  of  Rockingham. 

Ban  and  Bohort  readily  admitted  the  importance  of  both 
these  objects,  but  alleged  that  they  were  themselves  in  hourly 
danger  from  the  enterprises  of  their  old  enemy  Claudes,  who 
was  then  soliciting  a  powerful  alliance  against  them;  and 
tbat  before  they  could  reach  Britany,  collect  their  forces,  and 
return  to  Rockingham,  the  eleven  kings  would  probably  be 
masters  of  London.  Merlin,  however,  was  by  no  means 
diacofiiraged  by  these  difficulties.  He  promised  them,  on  the 
fidth'  of  a  necromancer,  that  they  should  not  sufiPer  any  damage 
from  Clandas,  and  that  the  succours  which  he  requested  from 
tibem  should  be  ready  in  due  time.  He  then  conducted  Sir 
Ulfin  and  a  strong  garrison  to  Rockingham  castle,  with 
instructions  to  gua^  every  pass,  and  to  prevent  the  passage 
of  any  spies  from  the  enemies'  ftnrces;  after  which,  returning 
to  Loondon,  and  obtaining  the  rings  of  Ban  and  Bohort  as 
symbols  ai  the  authority  under  which  he  acted,  he  passed  m 
9me  nighi  to  Britany;  assembled,  with  the  assistance  of  Sir 
Leontes  and  Sir  Farien,  the  lieutenants  of  the  two  kings,  an 
snny  of  fortv  thousand  men;  left  fifteen  thousand  for  the 
de£enoe  of  the  country;  deposited  twenty-five  thousand  at 
Roeldngham;  and,  appearing  very  unexpectedly  in  the  pre- 
sence of  Arthur  and  his  two  guests,  advised  that  the  royal 
army  should  immediately  b^;in  its  march. 

Ihe  rebel  kings,  who  had  formed  their  csmp  in  the  forest 
«f  Rockingham,  were  ten  in  number:  viz.  Ctarion  king  of 
Korthnmberland,  Brangores  king  of  Strangore,  Cradelman  of 
North  Wales,  and  a  certain  lung  called  Agrugines,  whose 
dominioiis  lay  very  &r  north,  and  who  is  nsually  disdn- 
'  by  the  title  of  *' king  of  the  bundled  knights;"  and 
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the  six  who  have  been  already  emimerated.  Estas  or  Enslaf, 
earl  of  Arundel,  had  also  joined  their  forces,  and  this  formi- 
dable confederacy  had  assembled  an  army  of  forty  thousand 
men.  They  thought  themselves  secure  of  victory,  because  they 
knew  that  Arthur's  forces  amounted  to  no  more  than  fifteen 
thousand;  and  were  ignorant  of  the  large  reinforcements 
which  Merlin,  by  a  stroke  of  necromancy,  had  so  recently 
smuggled  over  from  Britany.  They  were  therefore  on  the  point 
of  being  surprised  in  their  camp ;  but  Lot,  having  very  luckily 
dreamt  a  bad  dream,  sent  out  a  number  of  scouts,  who 
falling  in  with  Arthur's  army  on  its  march,  spread  the  alarm, 
and  gave  time  to  the  troops  to  seize  their  arms.  Merlin, 
however,  by  a  new  enchantment,  caused  all  the  tents  to  &U 
down  at  once;  and  the  concision  thus  produced  forced  th^ 
enemies  to  retreat  some  miles,  during  which  they  lost  about 
one-fourth  of  their  numbers.  A  long  and  obstinate  encounter 
then  took  place,  in  which  many  fell  on  both  sides  by  wounds 
which  exhibit  great  anatomical  variety;  but  at  length  the 
confederated  kings  were  totally  routed;  and  Arthur,  after 
bestowing  the  pmage  of  their  camp  on  his  Mends  Ban  and 
Bohort,  returned  vrim  them  to  London. 

Merlin  now  assured  him  that  he  had  nothing  more  to  fear 
from  the  rebels;  thata  dreadfrd  &mine,  which  would  speedily 
be  felt  all  over  the  country,  and  the  approach  of  new  Saxon 
invaders,  would  shortly  compel  his  rivals  to  court  his  pro- 
tection; that  nothing  remained  for  him  but  to  amass  a  large 
stock  of  provisions,  which  he  must  disperse  amongst  his 
fortified  towns,  and  to  put  his  whole  army  in  gamsons;  that 
he  should  presently  receive  a  strong  reiidPorcement  of  young 
and  valiant  knights,  who  would  become  the  instruments  of 
his  future  victories;  and  that  he  might  now  dismiss  his 
Breton  auxiliaries,  reserving  only  their  two  leaders.  Ban  and 
Bohort.  Finally  he  invited  him  to  a  meeting,  within  a  few 
days,  at  the  town  of  Breckenho,  between  England  and  Gar« 
melide,  and  suddenly  vanished  from  their  sight. 

Arthiu:  pimctually  followed  the  advice  of  his  counsellor, 
and,  having  completed  his  preparations,  repaired  with  his 
friends  to  Breckenho.  But  Merhn,  though  now  by  professioii 
a  minister  of  state,  was  always  by  taste  a  conjuror,  and 
delighted  in  playing  tricks  upon  the  sovereigns  whom  he 
protected.    He  now  met  Aruur  and  his  company  in  the 
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diagmge  of  an  old  *'charle*'  (peasant)  with  a  bow  and  azrowt, 
shot  in  their  presence  a  couple  of  wild-ducks,  and,  on  Arthur's 
proposing  to  cheapen  them,  took  occasion  to  banter  him  piethp 
sererely  for  his  ayarice.  Having  at  length  made  himself 
known,  he  was  received  with  due  honours,  and,  finding  it 
necessary  to  detain  the  court  during  some  weeks  at  Breckenho, 
made  Arthur  amends  by  procuring  for  him  an  interview  with 
the  fiiir  Lyanor,  daughter  of  a  certain  Earl  Sweyn,  a  damsel 
who  had  repaired  to  the  king  for  the  purpose  of  doing 
homage,  and  thus  incidentally  obtained  the  honour  of  givine 
birth  to  a  son  who  was  afterwards  a  knight  of  the  round 
table.  The  name  of  this  *^ knight  of  mound"  is  not  men* 
tioned.' 

Canto  III. 

In  time  of  winter  alange'  it  is! 
The  foules  lesen  her  bliss! 
The  leves  fisdlen  off  the  tree ; 
Bain  alangeth'  the  cuntree: 
Maidens  leseth  *  her  hewe ; 
Ac  ever  hi  lovieth'  that  be  trewe! 

These  moral  reflections  are  occasioned  by  the  author's 
change  of  his  subject.  He  now  cazries  us  to  the  eleven 
kings,  who,  at  the  moment  of  their  greatest  distress  in  con.* 
sequence  of  their  late  defeat,  received  intelligence  that  a  vast 
body  of  Saxons  was  landed  in  the  country,  and  that  their 
whole  remaining  force  would  probably  be  insufficient  to  make 
head  against  tms  new  and  fi)nnidable  enemy.  In  this  exi- 
gency it  was  proposed  by  Cradelman^  king  of  North  Wales, 
that  they  should  separate  their  forces;  that  each  should  col* 
lect  around  him  a  chosen  body  of  men,  and  retire  to  the 
strongest  posts  in  their  respective  dominions;  and  that,  by 
carrying  on  a  predatory  war  against  the  invaders,  they  should 
cut  off  by  d^irees  their  means  of  subsistence  in  the  interior 
of  the  country.  This  advice  was  unanimously  adopted;  and 
they  continued  to  defend  themselves  in  their  several  capitals^ 

>  In  Malory'g  Morte  d'Arthnr  he  is  called  Borre. 

•  Tedumt,  irksome.  >  Renderi  irksome.  ' 

«  Lose.  *  Thej  lore. 

I 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


114  £i.ELY  ENGLISH  KBTSICAI.  B0MANCE8. 

(of  iriuch  the  names  and  situations  are  equally  unintelligible,) 
during  five  years  of  Uoody  bat  obscure  war&re;  while  their 
snfegeetSy  too  mnch  hazassed  to  sow  or  gather  in  their  har- 
HjlHii»  were  perishix^  in  great  numbers  through  want  and 
misery.  Cradelman  himself  was  much  in£gsted  by  a  wicked 
wMdl  fais  neighbour,  sister  to  a  taudan  called  Hardogafavan, 
a  pagan  conjurer.  Her  name  was  Carmile;  and  she  was 
scawwlv  inferior,  in  knowledge  of  the  black  art,  to  the  cele- 
hnted  Morgain,  who  '^beguued  the  good  deik  Merlin." 
V  tt>  general  was  the  seene  of  misery,  that  Britain  seemed  to 
be  on  the  verge  of  its  total  ruin:  Imt  heaven  was  now  pie- 
paihie  Ihe  means  of  its  deliverance,  and  a  new  generatioit 
was  rising  to  repair  the  mischief  produced  by  the  rebellion 
of  the  confederate  kings.  Brangore  had,  about  this  time, 
espoused  Indranes,  the  widow  of  the  king  of  "  Hungary  and 
Blaike;"  and  Sagremore,  her  son  by  this  foreign  husband,  a 
kn^ht  of  the  most  undaunted  valour,  was  preparing  to  oome 
toBritain,  to  receive  the  order  of  knighthood  from  the  hands 
of  King  Arthur.  The  same  project  was  formed  about  the 
same  time  by  a  small  band  of  young  heroes  within  this  island; 
and  the  author  of  the  romance  has  employed  the  remainder  of 
thii,  and  the  whole  of  the  following  canto,  in  relating  their 
achievements. 

Tfte  reader  will  remember  that  Nanters,  king  of  GFeriot,  had 
married  Blasine,  uterine  sister  to  Arthur,  and  had  by  her  a 
son  named  Qalachin.  King  Lot  had  married  Belisent,  the 
other  daughter  of  Tgema,  and  had  four  sons,  Wawain  or 
Qawain,  (^eheret,  Gaheriet,  and  Agravain.  Galachin,  having 
obaerved  that  the  progress  of  the  enemy  was  chiefly  owing  to 
want  of  union  among  the  Britons,  one  day  inquired  of  his 
molher  Blasine  whe£er  Arthur  was  indeed  his  uncle;  and 
on  being  told  by  her  that  it  was  so,  and  that  he  could  not  be 
better  employed  than  in  producing  a  reconciliation  between 
his  uncle  and  his  &ther,  he  determined  to  imdertake  the  tadc, 
and  to  associate,  if  possible,  his  cousin  Gawain  in  the  same 
project.  Gawain  was  on  a  hunting  party  when  Galachin's 
messenger  arrived;  and,  returning  to  his  mother  with  his 
three  gmrhounds  in  one  hand  and  three  raches^  in  the  other, 
was  received  with  reproaches  for  the  futility  of  his  amuse- 
ments. 

*  Soentizig  hounds. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQiC 


MXBUV,  FABS  IX.  115 

"«  TboB  iMttt '  thy  time  wiHi  luurigfat ; 
Hmw  bait  age  to  ben  knight. 
Thoo  diidt  kten*  th^  folie, 
Tliy  nge*  and  thy  rilmiidie.* 
Think  OB  thine  eme*  King  Arthour, 
Xnight  tiiat  is  of  meat*  ydofor. 
And  Ibnd^  to  make  good  acord 
Between  him  and  Lot  thy  knd!" 
Ther  aehe  told,  him  before, 
How  Arthour  waa  bigeten  and  bore,  te. 

Gawain  excnaed  himself  by  alleging  hia  ignoranoe  of  these 
partieolars.  He  redispatehed  the  messenger  of  Qalachin 
wiiih  a^sursnoco  that  he  would  shortly  join  Imn;  and,  finding 
thai  Ilia  three  brothers  were  xesoWed  on  the  same  adyentiire» 
Beliaent  to  ftumish  them  with  anoa  and  a  proper 
*  of  attendants;  repaired  at  their  head  to  ''  the  fiiir  of 
nd,"  the  appointea  place  of  meeting;  and,  embracing 
rhiwhin,  joyfully  associated  him  in  the  enteiprise,  and  fizeS 
a  day  lor  weir  march  towards  London* 


CiLKTO  IV. 

Miri  is  th'  entr6  of  May; 
The  fowles  make  mine  play; 
Maidens  singeth,  and  nmketh  play; 
The  time  is  hot,  and  long  the  day. 
The  jolif '  nightingale  singeth, 
Li  the  grene  mede  flowers  springeth. 

Lot  and  BeKsent  equipped  their  four  sons  for  their  great 
expedition  with  the  utmost  magnificence;  and  assembl^  to 
attend  them  fire  hundred  young  men,  sons  of  earls  and 
barons,  all  mounted  on  the  best  horses,  with  complete  suits  of 
choice  armour,  and  all  habited  in  the  same  cloth.  Of  this 
splendid  troop,  nine  only  had  yet  received  the  order  of 
kni^thood:  the  rest  were  candidntes  for  that  honour,  and 
anxious  to  earn  it  by  an  early  encounter  with  the  enemy. 


<  Xe/M, 

leftve. 

Bage, 

,  wantonness. 

profligacy. 

ft 

Unda. 

Jlf<«#,mott. 

'Try. 

Joyfol 
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The  four  princes  received  the  parental  benediction,  and  de« 
parted  for  the  place  of  rendezvous  appointed  by  Galachin, 
who  met  them  with  a  similar  troop  of  two  hundred  men  ap- 
pointed by  Nanters  and  Blasine  to  attend  him. 

After  a  march  of  three  days,  they  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of 
London,  where  they  expected  to  ^d  Arthiu:  and  his  ooiirt, 
and  very  unexpectedly  fell  in  with  a  large  convoy  belonging 
to  the  enemy,  consisting  of  seven  hundred  sumpter  horses, 
seven  hundred  carts,  and  five  hundred  waggons,  all  loaded 
with  provisions,  and  escorted  by  three  thousand  men. 

For  the  poudre  ^  of  this  charging, 
No  might  man  see  sonne  shining. 

Indeed  the  dust  was  considerably  increased  by  the  number 
of  Aigitives  fi'om  the  whole  neighbouring  country,  who,  with 
shrieks  which  **  shrilled  into  the  clouds,"  attempted  to  escape 
from  their  burning  houses,  and  from  the  indiscriminate 
slaughter  exercised  by  the  spoilers.  Gawain's  small  army 
affi)rded  a  retreat  to  these  frightened  peasants,  and  a  rallying 
point  to  about  five  hundred  soldiers  who  were  also  flying 
before  the  enemy;  and  fix>m  these  he  Icamt  the  absence  <^ 
Arthur^  who  was  then  conducted  by  Merlin  to  the  assistance 
of  Leod^an;  the  general  desolation  of  the  countiy;  and  the 
necessity  of  a  speedy  effort  to  retrieve  the  affiurs  of  the 
Britons.  A  single  charge  from  Gawain*s  impetuous  cavalry 
was  sufficient  to  recover  the  convoy,  which  was  instantly  dis- 
patched to  London;  and  the  escort,  though  much  more  nu- 
merous than  the  assailants,  being  llurown  into  confusion  by 
this  very  unexpected  attack,  were  so  rapidly  cut  to  pieces, 
that  no  more  tiian  twenty  men  were  able  to  escape,  and  to 
carry  to  the  neighbouring  army  of  Saracens  the  news  of  this 
astonishing  disaster.  Ineir  panic  indeed  was  excusable,  as 
they  had  never  encountered  any  enemies  at  all  comparable  to 
these  youthfiil  heroes,  and  particularly  to  the  formidable 
Qawain: 

For  arme  none,  y-wrouffht  with  bond, 

Ogain  his  dent*  no  mighte  stond. 

That  he  tok,  he  all  to-rof,» 

So  dust  in  wind;  and  aboute  drof!^ 

>  Dqit  s  Stroke. .  '  Crambled  to  piecei. 

*  Drove;  rushed. 
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The  author  here  takes  occasion  to  inform  us  of  a  circnm* 
stance,  very  notorious  at  the  time  of  these  events,  and  cer- 
tainly no  less  curious  than  important,  viz.,  that  the  strength 
of  Gfawain,  though  always  surpassing  that  of  common  men, 
was  subject  to  considerable  oscillations,  depending  on  the 
progress  of  the  sun.  From  nine  in  the  morning  till  noon  his 
muscular  powers  were  doubled;  from  thence  till  three  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  they  relapsed  into  their  ordinary  state;  from 
three  till  the  time  of  eyen-song  they  were  again  doubled; 
after  which  this  preternatural  accession  of  strength  again 
subsided  till  day-break.  The  poet,  therefore,  had  reason  to 
relate  with  some  exultation  that  this  great  victory  was 
achieved  about  noon,  or  shortly  after. 

In  the  mean  time,  one  half  of  the  twenty  paynims  who  had 
escaped,  fell  in  with  a  body  of  seven  thousand  unbelieving 
Irishmen,  and  brought  them  back  to  the  attack  of  the  five 
piinoes  and  of  their  little  army.  Grawain,  singling  out  a  king 
called  Choas,  who  was  fourteen  feet  high,  began  the  battle  by 
splitting  him  from  the  crown  of  the  head  to  the  breast.  Ga- 
kchin  encountered  King  Saniaran,  who  was  also  very  huge, 
and  cut  off  his  head.  Agravam,  having  no  kings  immediately 
within  his  reach,  amused  himself  with  the  necks  of  plebeians, 
which  he  cut  through  by  dozens  at  a  time,  till  he  formed  a 
circle  of  dead  bodies  to  his  satis&ction.  Gaheriet  was  em- 
ployed in  the  same  manner,  when  he  was  called  off  from  this 
vulgar  prey  by  the  desire  of  killing  a  certain  King  Grinbat, 
whom  he  saw  m  the  act  of  overthrowing  his  brother  Gueheret. 
Grinbat,  who  had  witnessed  Gaheriet*s  prowess,  wished  to 
decline  the  contest,  and  galloped  off  the  field  at  fidl  speed  till 
he  readbed  a  valley,  where  a  fresh  army  of  eight  mousand 
paynims,  conducted,  by  the  other  ten  frmtives,  was  advancing 
to  join  the  battle.  Here  he  expected  to  find  refuge;  but 
Gaheriet,  pursuing  him  into  the  crowd,  dischaiged  a  blow  at 
liiwi,  which  cut  off  a  quarter  of  his  helmet,  one  of  his  cheeks, 
a  shoulder,  and  an  arm.  The  yoimg  prince  now  attempted, 
in  his  turn,  to  retreat;  but  tiiough  he  easily  cut  his  way 
through  the  enemy,  he  was  closely  piursued  by  numbers,  till 
at  length,  his  horse  being  killed  under  him,  he  Vas  compelled 
to  fight  singly  and  on  foot  against  a  host  of  enemies. 

Fortunately,  one  of  his  attendants,  who  had  witnessed  his 
impetuous  pursuit  of  Grinbat,  foresaw  the  danger^  and  has* 
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tened  to  Gaivain  with  the  intelligence.  Hiat  prinoe,  liis  liro 
brothers,  and  Galachin  instantly  flew  to  the  Teseoe  of  Ga- 
heriet,  bore  down  or  killed  all  before  them,  and  at  kng;di 
found  the  hero  on  the  ground,  nearly  exhausted  by  heat  i 
fatigue,  and  surrounded  by  a  orowd  of  vulgar  enemiei^  ' 
had  already  begun  to  unlace  his  helmet,  and  were  prepam^ 
to  cut  off  his  head ;  when  they  were  diverted  from  their  piff. 
pose  by  the  sudden  amputation  of  liieir  own.  Chiheriet  being 
now  supplied  with  a  fresh  horse,  the  Ave  knights  made  a  4etf. 
perate  charge,  cut  their  way  out,  and,  though  hazaased  in 
their  retreat,  rejoined  their  little  army. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  convoy,  which  they  had  intratsepM 
and  sent  to  London,  having  reached  that  city  in  saJefrf,  tiie 
constable  or  mayor,  whose  name  was  Sir  Do,  leamt  the  very 
unequal  conflict  in  whieh  the  young  princes  had  been  eafji^gad; 
and  having  proceeded  to  Algate,  where  he  blew  his  honi,  and 
thus  collected  the  several  aldermen  of  the  city  with  ikar 
respective  wards,  amounting  to  seven  thousand  men,  osderod 
them  to  arm,  and,  leaving  two  thousand  to  guard  liie  oity,  pot 
himself  at  the  head  of  five  thousand  and  marched  out  io  the 
rescue  of  Gawain.  It  was  now  past  tiunee  o'doek;  and 
Gawain*s  strength  becoming  doubled,  he  astoiiiflhed  fraends 
and  foes  by  his  supernatural  prowess. 

In  blood  he  stode,  ich  it  abowe,* 
Of  horse  and  man  into  the  anclowe,* 
That  he  hadde  himselve  y-slawe, 
Withouten  sleight  of  his  felawe.* 

In  this  situation  he  saw  a  pagan  on  the  point  of  killing  his 
brother  Agrazain,  and  suddenly  leaping  two-and-twentf  feet 
over  the  heads  of  his  own  assailants,  clove  the  misbehefving 
wretch  to  the  girdle,  and,  springing  into  the  empty  saddle, 
again  dashed  into  the  midst  of  his  enemies. 

The  arrival  of  the  Londoners  soon  decided  the  contest. 
Gimbatin^,  one  of  the  Baracen  kings,  was  already  Mat; 
Medelan,  his  associate  in  the  command,  after  felling  Sh  I>o, 
was  killed  by  Gawain;  and  the  troops,  now  without  a  leader, 
fled  in  aU  directions,  and  were  slaughtered  without  resistasiee. 

1  I  maintun  it,  avow  it  to  be  true.  *  The  «nde,  A.S. 

*  Withoat  flie  bdp  or  oontrivuioe  of  Us  oomfwiuoiiB. 
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The  fvineeB,  having  tlms  in  one  day  annihilated  tiiiee  mauum 
of  the  enemy,  proceeded  to  London,  where  Oawain  diieeted 
fiir  Do  to  divide  the  whole  hooty  amongit  the  citinoa,  and 
Ikns  added  considerahly  to  the  aoclamations  with  which  Ibejr 
had  already  welcomed  their  noble  deliveren. 


Caitto  V. 

Marche  is  hot,  miri,  and  long; 
Fowles  singen  her  song; 
Bnrjoutts  spiingeth,  medes  greeneth; 
Of  every  thing  the  heart  keeneth.^ 

Arthur  departed  from  Breckenho  and  arriyed  at  Carohaiie, 
the  capital  of  Carmelide,  attended  only  by  Meriin,  and  by 
thirty-nine  knights  whom  the  magician  had  selected  ibr  tiiat 
service.  Leod^an  was  at  that  moment  sitting  in  ooimeil 
vrith  his  knights  of  the  round  table,  two  hmidred  and  fifty  in 
nnmber,  who  had  all  been  nominated  by  Uther  Pendraaon, 
and  placed  mider  the  command  of  Hervi  the  Bivd  and  Mulot 
the  Brown^  two  knights  of  approyed  valour  and  experienoe: 
and  they  were  then  endeavouring,  but  with  little  prospect  of 
sncoess,  to  devise  means  of  resisting  the  impen<£ng  attack 
from  Ryanoe,  king  of  Ireland,  who,  with  fifteen  tributaiy 
kings  and  an  almost  innumerable  army,  had  nearly  sonounded 
the  city,  and  was  preparing  to  assault  the  vralls. 

Merlin  halted  lus  company  at  the  door  of  the  coundl-^iall, 
caused  them  to  alight,  and  nuoched  them  in  procession  up  to 
the  throne,  where  Ban  was  directed  to  address  the  kin^  im  a 
speech  which  he  had  previously  learned  at  Breckenho.  And 
liere  the  author  thinks  that  it  will  be  very  comfortable  to  Us 
hearers  to  know  the  names  of  the  illustrious  characters  wbo 
ibnned  this  prooessica;  they  are  as  follow: 

Arthur  was  supported  on  his  right  by  King  Ban,  and  on  his 
kit  by  King  Bohort ;  the  rest  followed  hand  in  Wd,  bat  in 
pairs.  These  were,  Sir  Antour,  Sir  Ulfin,  Sir  Bretel,  Sir  Kay, 
Sir  Lucan,  Sir  Do,  son  of  the  mayor  of  London,  Sir  Qrifles, 
Sir  Maroc,  Sir  Drians  of  the  forest  sauvage,  Sir  Belias  of 

^  Beoomes  earnestly  ia^nad  for. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


420  EJLBLY   ENGLISH   METBICJLL  BOXANCES. 

Maiden  Castle,  Sir  flandrin.  Sir  Lammas,  Sir  Amours  the 
Btown,  Sir  Ancales  the  Red,  Sir  Bleobel,  Sir  Bleoberia,  Sir 
Oanode,  Sir  Aladan  the  Crisp,  Sir  Colatides,  Sir  LampodeSp 
Sir  Lercas,  Sir  Christopher  of  the  Roche  North,  Sir  Aigilin, 
Sir  Calogrevond,  Sir  Angusale,  Sir  Agravel,  Sir  Cleodes  the 
Foundling,  Sir  Ginures  of  Lombale,  Sir  Kehedin,  Sir  Merengis, 
Sir  Gorvain,  Sir  Craddock,  Sir  Claries,  Sir  Bhehartis,  Sir 
Amadan  the  Orgulous,^  Sir  Oroman  hardy  of  heart.  Sir  Gales- 
cound,  and  Sir  Bleheris,  a  godson  of  Kmg  Bohort.  Merlin, 
who  bore  the  white  rod  before  Arthur,  completed  the  number. 

Those  who  may  be  disposed  to  glance  their  eye  slightingly 
over  this  edifying  catalogue  shoidd  be  told,  that  the  names 
thus  divulged  to  them  were  carefully  concealed  from  King 
Leodegan;  and  that  Ban  was  only  permitted  to  teU  him,  in 
answer  to  his  many  inquiries  respecting  this  noble  troop, 
that ''  they  were  strangers  who  came  to  offer  him  their  ser- 
vices in  his  wars,  but  imder  the  express  condition  that  ihey 
shoidd  be  at  liberty  to  conceal  their  names  and  quality,  untu 
they  should  think  proper  to  give  him  further  information." 
These  terms  were  thought  very  strange  and  unprecedented, 
but  were  thankfully  accepted;  and  the  strangers,  after  taking 
the  usual  oath  to  the  king,  retired  to  the  lodging  whi(£ 
Merlin  had  prepared  for  them. 

A  f6w  days  after  this,  the  enemy,  regardless  of  a  tmoe 
into  which  ihej  had  entered  with  Leodegan,  suddenly  issued 
from  their  camp  to  the  number  of  sixty  thousand  men; 
made  an  unexpected  attempt  to  surprise  the  city;  and,  being 
disappointed,  spread  themselves  over  the  countiy,  and,  after 
carr3ang  off  as  much  booty  as  they  could  collect,  proceeded 
to  put  all  the  inhabitants  to  the  sword.  On  tibis  alarm 
Cleodalis,  the  king's  steward,  assembled  the  royal  forces 
with  all  possible  dispatch;  these  amounted  to  about  five 
thousand  men.  The  two  hundred  and  fifty  knights  of  the 
round  table  soon  joined  him,  and  waited  for  tiie  king's  orders. 
Arthur  and  his  companions  also  fiew  to  arms;  and  Merlin 
appeared  at  their  head,  bearing  a  standard  which  excited,  and 
not  without  reason,  universal  astonishment. 

Upon  the  top  stode  a  dragoun, 
Swithe  griseiich,' with  a  litel  croun; 

1  The  proud,  A.  N*  >  GrueUeh,  frightfiiL 
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Fast  him  beheld  alle  in  the  town ! 
Far  the  monthe  he  hadde  grinninge, 
And  the  tonge  out-platdng/ 
That  out  kest  sparkea  of  fer," 
Into  the  skies  thot  flowen  cler. 
This  dragoun  hadde  a  longe  taile. 
That  was  wither-hooked,"  sans  fidle. 
Merlin  cam  to  the  gate. 
And  bade  the  porter  him  out  late. 

The  porter,  of  eonrse,  refused,  and  requested  him  to  await 
the  king's  orders;  but  Merlin,  taking  up  the  gate  with  all  its 
iqypiirtenanoes  of  locks,  bolts,  iron  han,  &c.,  directed  his 
tRM^  to  pass  through;  after  which  he,  without  dismounting, 
lepliiced  it  in  perfect  order,  set  spurs  to  his  horse,  and  dashed  at 
tl^  head  of  his  little  troop  into  a  body  of  two  thousand  Saracens 
who  were  leading  to  their  camp  a  convoy  of  provisions.  To 
discwmfit  these  miscreants,  and  to  retake  the  convoy,  was  the 
work  of  about  twenty  minutes;  but  on  their  return  towards 
the  cit^,  they  met  a  second  convoy  of  a  thousand  carts  escorted 
by  sixteen  thousand  men.  The  disparity  of  numbers  being  so 
enormous.  Merlin  thought  it  worth  while  to  cast  a  roell  among 
the  enemy,  whom  his  troop  charged  with  their  usual  gallantry, 
and  proceeded  to  cut  in  pieces  with  all  possible  expedition. 
But  the  people  in  the  city,  who  beheld  this  strangely  unequal 
eonteBt,  were  ashamed  of  leaving  the  small  body  of  strangers 
to  their  &te. 

Tho  were  up-undone  the  gate; 

Cleodalis  rode  out  thereat. 

llie  steward,  with  five  thousinde. 

Open  the  paynims^  gun  to  wendc.' 

There  was  dm!  there  was  ciy! 

Many  shaft  broken,  sikerly.* 

For,  in  the  coming  of  Cleodalis, 

The  payens  might  sen,'  y-wis. 

There  was  swidie  contek*  and  wonder. 

That  it  dinned  so  the  thunder. 

1  Oui'piaiimfff  loUing  out.        '  Fer,  fire.        •  Wither-hookett,  barbed. 

*  Hntbaii.  '  Begsn  to  go.  *  Sarelj;  certainly. 

7  Mifl^  see)  ue,^  they  recorered  their  ng^t      *  Debate.  Henoe,  contest. 
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L^egan,  at  the  same  time,  chained  at  the  head  of  two 
thousand  picked  mea,  and  of  fifty  kn^hts  of  his  round  table, 
and  the  remaining  two  hundred  kn^ts  formed  a  third  sepa- 
rate division  of  Ms  small  army.  But  the  Saracens,  haYing  at 
length  uiiited  all  their  forces,  were  enabled  to  oppose  to  eadi 
of  these  divisions  a  prodigious  superiority.  The  knights  of 
the  round  table,  imable  to  bear  up  against  the  multitude  of 
their  opponents,  made  a  desperate  stand  under  the  city  walls; 
and  while  Cleodalis,  with  tiie  assistance  of  Arthur  and  his 
companions,  was  gaining  some  slight  advantages,  the  division 
commanded  by  the  king  in  person  was  completely  sunomided, 
and  the  monarch  himself  borne  down  and  earned  off  by  the 
enemy.  Five  hundred  picked  knights  were  chosoi  to  condnct 
bun  to  the  camp  of  Ryanoe,  whilst  his  attendants,  though 
fighting  with  desperation,  were  unable  to  effect  his  rescae. 

His  dochter^  stode  on  the  city  wall. 
And  beheld  this  misaventure^  all. 
Her  hondes  she  set  on  her  hair. 
And  her  £Bdr  tresses  all  to-tare.' 
She  her  to-tare  to  her  smok. 
And  on  the  wal  her  heved^  gan  knok. 
And  swooned  oft,  and  said,  ''Alias!  *' 

But  Merlin,  aware  of  what  passed  in  every  part  of  thefieldv 
suddenly  collected  his  knights,  led  them  out  of  the  bctUe, 
intercepted  the  passage  of  the  five  hundred  who  had  comveyed 
away  Leodegan,  and,  charging  them  with  irresistible  impe- 
tuosity, soon  cut  in  pieces  or  dispersed  the  whole  escort.  The 
strokes  of  Arthur,  Ban,  Bohort,  and  the  rest,  fell  *'  like  hail 
on  the  shingles;"  and  Merlin,  having  now  near  five  hundred 
vacant  horses,  and  as  many  suits  of  excellent  armour,  at  his 
disposal,  hastily  equipped  the  king,  and,  leaving  Cleodalis  to 
fight  as  well  as  he  could,  return^  at  fall  speed  to  the  cily 
walls,  and  fell  "  like  a  northern  tempest"  on  the  rear  of  the 
victorious  Saxons. 

The  knights  of  the  round  table  were,  by  this  time,  almost 
all  unhorsed;  but  the  veiy  welcome  sight  of  Merlin's  fiery 
dragqn,  and  the  joyful  shouts  £rom  the  walls  which  hailed 

1  Daughter.       *  Miafortone.       '  Ton  in  pieoes.       *  Bmd. 
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the  imezpeoted  retam  of  their  captive  monarch,  inspired 
them  with  fresh  oomrage,  and  spread  alarm  through  the  ranks 
of  the  Saracens.  The  terrible  ^^Jorfy-two"  overcame,  like  a 
torrent,  all  opposition;  and  the  boldest  leaders  of  the  Pay- 
Bims,in  attempting  to  check  its  progress,  successively  met 
their  destruction.  Caulang,  a  giant  fifteen  feet  high,  encoun- 
tered Arthur:  and  the  fidr  Guenever,  who  already  began  to 
fed  a  strong  attachment  to  the  handsome  strai^r,  trembled 
ibr  the  issue  of  the  contest;  when  the  British  monarch,  deal* 
ing  a  dreadful  blow  on  the  shoulder  of  the  monster,  divided 
him  to  the  navel  so  accurately,  that  the  two  sides  hung  over 
his  horse,  and  he  was  thus  carried  about  the  field  to  the  great 
horror  of  the  Saracens.  Quenever  could  not  refrain  from 
caqiressing  aloud  her  wish,  that  the  gentle  bachelor  who 
nmd  giants  so  dexterously  were  destined  to  become  her 
husband;  and  the  wish  was  re-echoed  by  her  attendants. 
King  Ban  dispatched  a  second  giant  in  a  nearly  similar  man- 
ner; and  Bohort  meeting  a  third,  who  was  standard-bearer  to 
the  army,  cut  away  his  shoulder,  arm,  and  banner;  after 
which  the  enemy  began  to  fly  with  precipitation,  and  were 
dosely  pursued  by  Leodegan  and  his  attendants. 

But  the  Saracens  had  still  in  the  field  two  large  annies; 
one  commanded  by  a  king  called  Saphiran,  who  was  opposed 
to  Geodalis,  consisting  of  about  fourteen  thousand  men; 
sad  a  second,  led  by  a  certain  King  Somegrex,  amounting 
to  eight  thousand,  including  the  fii^tives  who  had  rallied 
round  him.  Merl^  1^  his  forty-two  against  the  latter,  and 
was  shortly  joined  by  the  two  himdred  and  fifty  knights  o 
the  roxmd  table,  who  had  now  supplied  themselves  with  fresh 
horses;  but  as  the  heathens  made  a  stout  resistance,  he 
directed  his  followers  to  turn  their  whole  efforts  against  ten 
giant^hampions  on  whom  the  Saracens  placed  their  principal 
idianoe.  These,  with  Somegrex  at  their  head,  bemg  soon 
dispatched,  the  Christian  knights  quickly  spread  destruotian 
through  the  rest,  and  drove  tibem  like  straw  before  the  wind. 
Yet  even  this  victory  was  inefficient,  because  the  beaten  army 
took  reftige  with  that  of  Saphiran,  who  bv  dint  of  numbers 
bd  already  driven  Cleodalis  milder  the  waUs  of  the  city,  and 
bagaa  to  anticipate  the  total  destruction  of  the  Christian  forces. 

Merlin,  though  aware  that  no  time  was  to  be  lost,  ordered 
his  knig^  to  alight  for  a  few  moments,  to  relieve  their 
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horses,  and  then  led  them  to  this  firesh  contest.  Cleodalis, 
who  had  exhausted  all  the  arts  of  a  commander,  was  almost 
in  despair,  when  he  was  cheered  hy  a  general  shout  from  the 
walls,  announcing  the  rapid  approach  of  the  fire-casting 
dragon,  of  Leodegan,  and  of  the  knights  of  the  round  table. 
The  first  charge  of  the  forty-two  was,  as  usual,  irresistible; 
but  Saphiran,  who  &r  surpassed  all  the  Saracen  kings  in  skill 
and  valour,  summoning  round  him  his  best  knights,  made  a 
desperate  attack  upon  these  new  assailants,  and  had  the 
honour  of  breaking  into  this  hitherto  untouched  phalanx,  and 
of  unhorsing  many  of  Arthur's  bravest  champions.  He  then 
again  returned,  broke  into  them  a  second  time,  bore  Leo- 
degan  to  the  ground,  slew  his  horse,  and  was  only  prevented 
£nom  killing  him  by  the  timely  interposition  of  Arthur,  wiio 
vented  his  rage  in  imprecations  of  vengeance  against  the 
infidel;  while  Merlin,  boiling  with  impatience,  exclaimed, 

"  What  abidest  thou  ?  coward  king ! 
The  paien'  give  anon  meeting !" 

Arthur,  stung  with  this  imexpectcd  reproach,  flew  to  meet 
Saphiran,  whose  spear  was  so  strong  and  well  directed  tiiat  it 
pierced  his  shield  and  hauberk,  and  wounded  him  in  the  side; 
but  his  lance  at  the  same  time  passed  through  the  body  of 
Saphiran. 

Quath  Arthur,  *'  Thou  hethen  cokein,' 
Wende  to  the  devil  Apolin!" 
The  payen  fel  dede  to  ground; 
His  soul  laudht'  hell-hound! 

Ban,  who  on  this  occasion  had  first  trembled  for  the  dap 
of  his  friend;  Bohort,  Kay,  and  the  other  worthies,  noir 
exerted  themselves  so  well  that  the  remaining  leaders  of  the 
Saracens  were  soon  dispatched;  and  the  victory  was  so  com- 
plete, that  only  five  hundred  survivors  of  this  terrible  day 
were  able  to  reach  the  camp  of  Ryance. 

The  immense  booty  gained  from  the  heathens  was,  by  the 
king's  order,  presented  to  Arthur,  who  divided  the  whole 
amongst  the  subjects  of  Leodegan,  having  first  particularly 

^  Pogmn;  heathen.  ■  Raacal.  *  Canght* 
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enriched  the  host  with  whom  he  had  hitherto  lodged,  and 
whose  house  he  now  left  for  apartments  at  the  palace.  He 
was  disarmed,  and  conducted  to  the  bath  by  the  princess 
GueneTcr,  while  his  Mends  were  attended  by  the  other  ladies 
of  the  court.  Amongst  these  was  a  second  Gueneyer,  an 
illegitimate  daughter  of  Leodegan,  and  so  nearly  resembling 
the  princess  that  it  was  difficult  to  distinguish  them.  Her 
mother,  a  lady  of  exquisite  beauty  and  maid  of  honour  to  the 
queen,  had  been  married  to  Cleodalis,  but,  during  his  absence 
on  some  embes^,  had  resumed  her  functions,  and  habitually 
slept  in  the  royal  apartment.  The  queen,  a  woman  of  exem^ 
phury  devotion,  constantly  rose  to  attend  matins;  and  the 
amorous  monarch  had  contrived  on  these  occasions  to  indem- 
nify himself  for  her  absence,  and  to  share  the  bed  of  her 
attendant;  whom,  after  the  birth  of  a  little  Guencver,  he 
secreted  from  her  husband,  and  whom  he  continued  to  reserve 
as  an  occasional  substitute  for  his  devout  consort,  without 
exciting,  as  it  should  seem,  any  violent  indignation  in  the 
tranquil  Cleodalis. 

The  knights  were  now  conducted  to  a  magnificent  enter- 
tainment, at  which  they  were  diligently  served  by  the  same 
&ir  attendants.  Leod^an,  more  and  more  anxious  to  know 
the  name  and  quality  of  his  generous  deliverers,  and  occa- 
akmally  forming  a  secret  wish  that  the  chief  of  his  guests 
mi^t  be  captivated  by  the  charms  of  his  daughter,  appeared 
sflent  and  pensive,  and  was  scarcely  roused  from  his  reverie 
by  the  banters  of  his  courtiers.  Armur,  having  had  sufficient 
opportunities  of  explaining  to  Guenevcr,  with  that  obscurity 
and  circumlocution  which  a  growing  passion  always  inspires, 
his  great  esteem  for  her  merit,  vras  in  the  joy  of  his  heart » 
and  was  still  more  delighted  on  learning  firom  Merlin  the  late 
exploits  of  Sir  Gawain  in  Britain;  by  means  of  which  his 
immediate  return  to  his  dominions  was  rendered  unnecessary, 
and  he  was  left  at  liberty  to  follow  those  propensities  which 
led  him  to  protract  his  stay  at  the  court  of  Leodegan. 
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Caitto  VI. 

Listeoetli  now,  fele  «nd  few; 
Li  May  the  sunne  lelleth  dew; 
n&e  day  is  miri,  and  draweth  along; 
Hie  laik  arereth^  her  song; 
To  meed'  goth  the  damiBele, 
And  fiure  flowers  gadreth  fele. 

The  poet  now  proceeds  to  describe  the  miaeries  to  whidi 
the  confederate  kings  in  opposition  to  Arthur  were  exposed 
by  the  Saracen  or  Saxon  inyasion;  but,  unluckily,  his  geo- 
graphy is  so  very  confused,  that  it  is  impossible  to  understand 
the  position  of  the  various  battles  which  he  paints  with  great 
minuteness. 

Cradelman,  Idnf  of  North  Wales,  was  first  alarmed  for  the 
safety  of  his  dominions,  by  the  information  that  the  enemy 
had  landed  in  great  force  on  both  sides  of  Anmdel,  a  city 
which,  according  to  this  romance,  was  not  in  Sussex  but  in 
Cornwall.  Cradelman,  taking  with  him  ten  thousand  men, 
one-half  of  which  he  confided  to  the  command  of  his  steward 
Polydamas,  attacked  the  pagans  during  the  night,  completely 
surprised  tliem,  and  made  a  great  slaughter;  but  the  fugi- 
tives, having  escaped  to  the  neighbouring  territories  of  Car- 
mile,  brought  back  a  most  powerM  reinforcement,  by  which 
Cradelman  was  in  his  turn  verv  nearly  overpowered;  but  was 
finally  rescued  fix)m  destruction  by  a  well  directed  sally  of 
the  garrison  of  Arundel,  and  by  the  assistance  of  the  king  of 
the  hundred  knights,  who  had  accidentally  heard  the  news  of 
the  invasion,  tne  spoils  of  the  enemy's  camp  were  carried 
in  triumph  into  Arundel. 

About  the  same  time, 

Ther  comen  up,  fer  on  north. 
Ten  riche  soudans  of  grete  worth; 

and  these  soudans,  or  sultans,  whose  names  are  carefully  enu- 
merated, directed  their  forces,  amounting  to  a  million  and  a 
half  of  men,  a^inst  Anguisant,  kiog  of  Scotland.  Anguisant 
was  then  in  his  city  of  Comaoges,  and,  hearing  that  the 

*  Raifet.  *  Mead,  or  meadow. 
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wiiole  plam  ooimtry  wis  ooovpied  by  tlie  infidds,  hastily 
levied  a  body  of  fifteen  tbonniid  men,  and  ridii^  to  aft 
emiiienoey  beheld  tiie  extensive  desolation  of  his  temtories. 

His  men  there  he  shift  a-two,i 
Half  he  toke  himself,  and  mo. 
And  halvendel*  he  tok*  Qaodin, 
That  was  knight  hardi  and  fin,^ 
.  That  sithen,B  of  his  mighty  hand. 
Wan  that  maiden  of  tbs  douke  Bxaoland. 

lliis  Htde  army  performed  prodigies  of  valomr,  bnt  were 
finallT  overpowered  by  the  enormous  saperioiity  of  numbers. 
Leaving  nine  thousand  of  his  followers  on  the  field,  An> 
gnisant  with  great  difficulty  led  back  the  remaining  six  to  his 
fcrtified  dty;  nor  could  he  have  eflbcted  this  retreat  but  for 
the  timely  assistance  of  Urien,  who,  accompanied  by  his 
nepliew  IBialdemagus,  fell  upon  the  rear  of  the  Saracens  with 
a  body  of  twelve  thousand  picked  soldiers. 

Ther  was  mani  heved  off  weved,' 
And  many  to  the  middle  deved ;'' 
And  mam  of  his  hone  y-lust;* 
For  sothe,  there  ros  so  michel  dust. 
That  of  the  smme,  sohene  and  bright, 
No  man  might  have  no  sight. 
Here  and  there  cri,  and  honteye!* 
Men  might  hem  heren  thre  mile  way! 

The  approach  of  night  separated  the  oombataAts.  Urien, 
on  his  return,  unexpectedly  fell  upon  a  valuaUe  convoy  of  the 
enemy,  escorted  by  about  eight  thousand  men,  who  were  then 
unarmed  and  at  table.  He  charged  them,  cut  the  escort  to 
pieces  without  opposition,  and  carried  off  the  convoy. 

'While  this  was  passing  in  the  north,  Sagremor,  who  had 
embarked  at  Constantinople  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the 
order  of  knighthood  from  King  Arthur,  arrived  in  Sussex  with 
hundred  noble  companions  who  were  ambitious  of  the 
honour.    They  found  the  whole  country  overrun  by  a 


>  Divided  into  two  portions.  '  Half.  •  Gave. 

«  Perfect.  '  Since.  *  Heads  taken  off. 

7  Cat  tlirottgfa.  •  Lost.  •  Gonftukm;  dishoBDar. 
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Saracen  army  under  the  command  of  King  Oriena;  but, 
haying  collected  about  fiye  hundred  adyenturers  whom  they 
blended  with  their  little  troop,  determined,  with  more  boldness 
than  wisdom,  to  cut  their  way  through  these  infidels.  They  had 
scarcely  formed  this  resolution,  when  an  old  churls  accosting 
Gawain,  who  was  still  in  London,  informed  him  that  Sagre- 
mor  was  on  the  point  of  being  surrounded  and  killed;  tu^;ed 
him  to  hasten,  with  such  forces  as  he  could  raise,  to  his 
•issistance;  and  promised  to  conduct  him  by  a  yeiy  short 
route  to  the  place  of  combat.  To  confirm  his  intelligence,  he 
presented  some  letters  apparently  written  by  Sagremor;  and 
Gawain  was  almost  immediately  ready  to  depart  at  the  head 
of  fifteen  thousand  citizens,  who  were  joined  on  the  march  by 
numbers  of  yolunteers,  whilst  the  old  churl  conducted  them 
without  the  least  interruption,  through  roads  unknown  to  the 
enemy,  till  they  reached  the  field  of  battle. 

Sagremor  and  his  companions  had  successfully  cut  their 
way  through  some  twenty  thousands  of  miscreants,  but  at  last 
found  themselyes,  by  repeated  exertions  of  almost  miraculous 
valour,  hemmed  in  on  all  sides  by  the  innumerable  host  of 
their  assailants.  They  were  then  reduced  to  despair,  and 
almost  on  the  point  of  throwing  down  their  arms,  when  their 
spirits  were  restored  by  the  unexpected  appearance  of  Gawain 
and  his  brethren,  who  joined  them  at  the  first  charge,  after 
killing  or  oyersetting  sixteen  thousand  infidels.     Then 

Mani  mouthe  the  gras  bot,* 
And  griselich  yened,*  God  it  wot! 
Paycns  floated  in  her  blod! 
Ever  is  Christis  mighte  good. 

Gawain,  having  luckily  encountered  Iting  Oriens,  gave  him 
a  blow  on  his  helmet  which  threw  him  to  the  ground  in  a 
Kwoon,  and  was  preparing  to  pursue  his  victory;  when  an 
imknown  knight,  suddenly  accosting  him  in  an  imperious 
tone,  ordered  him  to  sound  a  retreat,  and  to  lead  his  army  to 
Camalot.  Gawain  obeyed,  and  had  conducted  hia  troops 
about  a  mile;  when  Oriens,  recovering  from  his  trance,  called 
for  a  firesh  horse  and  a  new  suit  of  armour,  and  galloped  at 
the  head  of  sixty  thousand  cavaliers  to  intercept  the  C9)riB- 

1  Bit  the  gntf ,  i.e.  died.  <  Yawped  frishtfnUj. 
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tians.  The  result  howeTer  was,  that  he  was  thrown  into  a 
second  swoon  by  a  blow  from  the  sword  of  Gawain;  and 
though  the  hardness  of  his  sknll  and  hebnet  resisted  this 
repetition  of  the  experiment,  a  considerable  number  of  his 
b€»t  generals  were  slain  around  him  by  Gaheriet,  Agra^ain, 
Galachin,  Gueheres  and  Sagremor;  and  the  Christians  madft 
good  their  retreat  within  the  walls  of  Camalot,  where  'the 
arrival  of  Sagremor  was  celebrated  by  all  kinds  of  rejoicing. 
Qriens,  whose  bruises  did  not  tend  to  soften  the  ferocity  6f 
his  temper,  finding  that  it  was  hopeless  to  attempt  the  siegb 
of  Camalot,  led  his  army  into  the  territory  of  Caubemic, 
belonging  to  Estas,  duke  of  Arundel,  spoiled  the  whole 
country,  and  carried  his  ravages  into  the  adjoining  states 
belonging  to  King  Clarion.  Estas  repaired  to  this  monarch 
for  the  purpose  of  consulting  him  on  the  means  of  resistiag, 
or  at  least  of  harassing,  their  inexorable  enemy;  and  after  a 
long  discussion,  which  it  is  not  worth  while  to  repeat,  they 
i^reed  to  take  post,  with  as  many  troops  as  they  could  levy, 
in  the  great  forest  of  Rockingham,  and  there  to  watch  an 
opportunity  of  taking  their  revenge  on  the  Saracens. 

Cakto  VII. 

In  May  is  miri  time  swithe; 
Foules  in  wode  hem  maken  blithe ; 
In  eveiy  loud  arist*  song ;  • 

Jesus  dhrist  be  ous  among! 

The  business  of  this  short  canto  is  not  very  interesting. 
Tlie  combined  troops  of  Duke  Estas  and  of  King  Clarion, 
having  chosen  a  station  in  the  forest  where  seven  roads  met, 
soon  Guscovered  a  convoy — 

Full  of  ich  maner  prey; 

Of  venisoun,  and  flesdi,  and  brede. 

Of  brown  ale,  and  win  white  and  rede, 

Of  baudekins,  and  purple  paU, 

Of  gold  and  silver,  ana  cendal  :* 

>  AriMs. 
9  Pnii<tVfa  was  a  rich  and  preciooa  kind  of  doth,  compoted  of  nlk  and 
gold  thread.    Cendal  was  also  a  kind  of  rich  thin  silken  stuff,  Tery  highly 
dteeoied.— See  HaHiweU's  DictioiMry  of  Ardialsmt,  m  tote. 
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and  suddenly  attacking  the  escort  of  five  thousand  honemen, 
put  them  ail  to  the  sword,  and  seized  the  oanvoy,  which  Ihey 
lodged  in  safety  within  the  walls  of  Arundel.  In  retumiiif 
from  this  capture  they  had  an  encounter  with  fifteen  thousand 
Saracens,  whom  they  also  attacked  and  dispersed,  after  killing 
two  or  three  giants  who  commanded  them :  but  foreseeing  that 
the  enemy  would  be  constantly  strengthened  by  fr^sh  rein- 
fiorcements,  they  prudently  secinred  their  means  of  retreat  into 
the  forest.  Oriens,  on  hearing  of  their  success,  became,  as 
usual,  yery  ferocious. 

"Ah  Mahoun!"^  said  Oriens,  "tho 
Thou  nart'  a  god  worth  a  e^oe! 
Therefore  the  folk  thou  dost  no  gode. 
So  for  Christen  doth  her  Gode! " 

He  then  ordered  forty  thousand  men  to  surround  and 
destroy  these  insolent  Chnstians;  but  they  had  already  taken 
their  measures,  and  under  cover  of  the  forest  and  of  the  night, 
retired  with  little  loss  to  their  several  ^stneoses. 


Cawto  VIIL 

Mirie  it  is  in  somer's  tide; 
Foules  fling  in  ferest  wide; 
Swaines  gin  on  justing  ride; 
Maidens  liffen  l^m  in  pride. 

We  have  seen,  that  though  Arthur  had  carried  with  him, 
to  the  assistance  of  Leodegan,  the  flower  of  British  chivabyi 
a  new  race  of  heroes  had  since  started  up  for  the  defence  of 
the  country.  Gawain,  his  cousin  Galachin,  and  his  three 
brothers,  together  with  Sagremor,  already  ranked  with  the 
most  experienced  conmianders;  and  a  new  champion,  the 
celebrated  Ywain,  was  soon  added  to  the  number.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  Urien 

Hadde  spoused  Hermesent, 
Blasine  sister  and  Belisent. 
Thai  had  a  young  man  hem  bitwen, 

*  Art  not 
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Miebd  Twam,  s  noble  stren.' 

He  was  ydepedf  uiebel  Ywaia, 

For  ke  hadde  a  brotiier  knight,  certain^ 

Bast  Twain  he  was  yliote. 

For  he  was  bigeten  a  bast,'  God  it  wote. 

Urien,  by  another  qnen, 

Yet  hadde  bigeten  a  gentil  atreiL 

That  was  hoten  Morganor ; 

A  gode  knight  by  Godis  ore.^ 

He  hadde  made  him  in  al  heir 

To  the  land  that  of  him  com,  Teir.' 

Ihe  kmd  that  com  of  Hermesent 

Was  Ywam'a,  thnrgh  right  descent. 

Mickle  Twain  made  the  same  request  to  Hermesent  which 
Galachin  and  Gawain  had  addressed  to  Blasine  and  Belisent, 
and  was,  like  them,  stron^y  encouraged  to  forward  a  reooni- 
dliation  between  Artfamr  and  his  fhuer  Urien.  Hermesent 
provided  for  him  a  handred  knights,  and  three  hundred  yomiig 
bachebrs,  candidates,  like  hin^df,  for  the  order  of  Imight- 
hood,  with  a  proper  supply  of  horses  and  annour;  and  Ywain^ 
having  received  the  maternal  benediction,  departed  with  his 
bastard  brother,  and  began  his  march  ^'aU  by  the  forest  of 
Bedingham,  toward  Arundel,  in  Camwall." 

His  road  lay  through  the  territories  of  King  Yder ;  but  they 
were  at  that  time  oyemm  by  innumerable  swarms  of  Sara- 
cens; and  their  ravages  were  so  extensive  that  the  report  of 
them  reached  the  ears  of  Gawain,  who  immediately  marched 
to  the  rescue  of  Yder  at  the  heiwl  of  thirty  thousand  men; 
and,  passing  from  London  through  Carduel,  arrived  at  Bed- 
ingham about  the  time  when  Ywain  quitted  it  on  his  way  to 
Amndel.  Yder  himself  at  the  same  moment  resolved  on 
trying  the  &te  of  a  battle  with  the  enemy ;  and,  putting  him- 
self at  the  head  of  fifteen  thousand  men,  was  accidentally 
encountered  by  the  rear  guard  of  the  great  'Saracen  army. 
Yder,  though  he  perceived  the  superior  numbers  of  the 
heathen  forces,,  attacked  them  without  hesitation,  broke  them, 
and  was  making  a  dreadM  carnage  of  the  unbelievers, — ^when 
he  was  saddeufy  attacked  by  another  divimon  of  their  army, 

'  BeoiOiy;       *  Callad*        >  AboCard.        «  Qnce.       *  1M^ 
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and  owed  his  escape,  together  with  that  of  a  few  attendants, 
to  an  unexpected  cUversion  produced  by  Ywain,  who  issuing 
from  the  forest,  and  seeing  the  whole  open  country  ooTered 
with  enemies,  instantly  attacked  the  firet  who  came  in  his 
way. 

Ywain  and  his  bastard  brother  were  accompanied  by  a 
knight  of  great  courage  and  experience  named  Ates,  who 
quickly  discovered,  that^  having  passed  a  bridge,  the  only  one 
which  was  to  be  found  between  Arundei  and  ue  forest  which 
they  had  left,  and  this  bridge  having  been  inmiediately  occu- 
pied by  the  Saracens,  they  had  no  longer  any  possibility  of 
retreat.  But  the  young  bachelors  made  no  reflections.  By  a 
desperate  charge  these  four  hundred  destroyed  five  thoasood 
infidels;  and,  finding  themselves  still  '^ whole  and  sound," 
began  to  anticipate  a  splendid  and  complete  victory. 

At  this  time  a  Utile  knave  (t.  e,  boy)  delivered  to  Gawain  a 
letter,  which  he  professed  to  bring  from  Ywain;  and  he, 
having  perused  it,  immediately  called  to  arms,  and,  dividing 
a  part  of  his  troops  into  five  bodies  of  three  tiiousand  each, 
gave  the  command  of  them  to  Sagremor,  Oalachin,  and  his 
three  brothers,  taking;  to  himself  the  conduct  of  the  rear 
guard,  consisting  of  eight  thousand. 

The  knave  taught  her  way  sikerlichy 

Thai  riden  wel  serrelich;^ 

Ther  gilt  pensel,'  with  the  wind 

Mine  ratled,  of  cendal  ynde.' 

The  stedes,  so  noble  and  so  wight,^ 

Lopen'  and  neighed  with  the  flight. 

These  beth  alle  so  fast  coming; 

The  children,  that  whiles,  wer  fighting,  &c. 

But  to  fight  against  such  superiority  of  numbers  as  then 
assailed  them  was  nearly  hopneless,  because  they  were  graduaUy 
encompassed  and  attacked  in  every  direction.  Ywain  now 
felt  the  consequences  of  the  mistake  which  the  more  pmdent 
Ates  had  discovered  lon^  before;  and,  in  the  hope  of  reme- 
dying it,  proposed  that  mey  shoidd  unite  all  their  effi>rtB  in 
onedirection;  make  a  violent  charge  towards  the  river;  and, 
if  it  should  prove  fordable,  retreat  through  it  into  the  forest. 

'  Gloidy.       *  Bnner.       ■  Indim.       «  Strong.       •  Leapt. 
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Bat  tliey  were  disappomted.  The  high  banks  of  the  river 
presented  all  hope  of  escape,  and  beyond  it  they  disooTcred 
mBh  swarms  of  the  enemy  hastening  towards  the  bridge.  At 
this  moment  of  desperation  they  beheld  Agravain,  who  led 
the  Tan  of  Ghtwain's  forces,  advancing  rapi<Uy  to  their  assist- 
ance. They  now  again  turned  Hieir  horses^  and,  making  a 
second  effort,  cut  their  way  through  the  infidels,  and  joined 
llieir  Mends.  The  battle,  being  constantly  supplied  with 
fresh  combatants  by  the  successive  succours  of  Ghieheret, 
Gaheriet,  Galachin,  Sagremor,  and  Gawain,  who  were  opposed 
by  new  reinforcements  which  arrived  in  the  heathen  army, 
was  continued  with  great  obstinacy;  and  our  poet,  who  is 
never  tired  of  describing  such  scenes,  has  painted  every 
circumstance  of  the  combat  with  the  minuteness  of  an  eye- 
witness, and  with  a  degree  of  delight  and  satis&ction  in 
which  tbe  modem  reader  would  not  easily  participate.  Suffice 
it  to  say,  that,  the  sun  approaching  the  meridian,  Gawain's 
strength  became  double;  and  that  of  Ywain  and  the  other 
Christian  heroes  being  little  diminished,  they  made  as  exten- 
sive a  carnage  amongst  the  infidels  as  the  worst  enemy  of 
paganism  could  conscientiously  wish  to  contemplate,  and  then 
marched  in  triumph  and  loaded  with  spoil  to  their  former 
quarters  at  Bedingham. 

Here  Gawain  was  much  surprised  to  learn  that  the  letters 
*^  written  in  Latin,"  which  had  brought  him  so  opportunely 
to  the  assistance  of  Ywain.  were  counterfeits.  The  reader  is 
probably  aware  that  the  ^*  little  knave"  who  brought  these 
tetters,  the  "old  churl"  who  had  announced  the  danger  of 
Sagremor,  and  the  unknown  knight  who  advised  the  timely 
retreat  into  Arundel,  were  the  same  person;  and  that  Merlin, 
imder  these  and  simflar  disguises,  superintended  all  the  enter- 
prises of  the  British  heroes  during  the  absence  of  Arthur. 
After  refreshing  themselves  during  a  few  days  at  Bedingham, 
they  were  again  summoned  in  great  haste  to  Arundel. 

E[ayde8tran  and  Eehedin,  two  noble  young  bachelors,  with 
twenty-seven  companions,  arriving  within  sight  of  the  walls; 
feU  in  with  a  party  of  the  enemy,  whom  they  instantly  over- 
threw; but,  being  at  length  surrounded  by  greater  numbers,- 
and  in  imminent  danger  of  being  captured,  were  rescued  by  a 
solly  of  three  hundred  young  men  from  the  garrison  of  the 
city.    The  leaders  of  this  little  band  were  Ywain  with  the 
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•wliite  band,  Ywaut  of  Lyones,  Yw«ia  de  k  vis  le  bel,  Twni 
of  Stnmgore,  and  Dmdel  the  aavage ;  all  baohelon  of  appnoved 
courage,  and  all  rdatod  to  tbe  fimilj  of  Gawain.  But  befim 
they  oonld  make  good  their  retreat  ibe  whole  were  enveloped. 
At  this  instant  Gawain  anived,  and  of  ooorae  Tanquiahed  the 
infidels,  reseoed  the  Christian  waniors,  and  was  prepartag  Is 
pursue  the  enemy,  when  MerUn,  in  the  shape  of  an  old  kni^it» 
ordered  him  to  enter  Arundel  with  his  young  kinsmen,  aod 
dMre  to  wait  for  further  instnictions. 

The  infidds  finding  that  the  Britons  oouid  not  be  attedbcd 
widi  advantage  in  thieit  part  of  the  country,  suddenly  united 

tiie  territory  of  KW  Lot  That  monarch,  advancing  against 
them  with  twenty  uousand  men,  gained  a  great  and  hloMl^ 
victory;  but,  having  pnxsued  his  advantage  too  fiuc,  wis 
totslly  dflfestod  in  ms  turn  by  a  fresh  «rmy,  and  forced  to 
take  refiige,  with  onhr  three  thousand  of  bis  foUowers,  in  Ike 
city  of  DoriLeine.  Bi  this  extremity  he  resolved,  by  the 
advice  of  his  council,  to  make  his  way  to  €ie  stnmg  citadd  of 
Olooedoone;  to  deposit  there  his  wife  Belisent  and  his  in&nt 
son  Modred,  and  to  wait  a  more  fiivouraUe  opportunity  of 
teoorering  his  dominions. 

Gawain  was  perfectly  unconscious  of  the  deplcniUe  situa- 
tion of  his  &lher,  and  was  caidessly  leaning  with  his  oom- 
paaioos  on  the  walls  of  Arundel,  when  a  strange  knight, 
accoutred  at  all  pointB,  called  to  him  precipitati^  to  arm, 
and  oflEbred  to  conduct  him  to  a  scene  where  his  assistsnce 
was  wanted  at  that  moment.  Neither  Gawain  nor  any  of  his 
ffwnpanionw  knew  Merlin  in  this  disguise;  but,  having  exacted 
fimn  him  an  oath  that  his  tale  was  stric^y  true,  th^  faastii^ 
ooUected  their  forces,  put  themselves  under  his  guidsoice,  sad 
galloped  off  in  aearch  of  this  unknown  adventure. 

In  passing  through  a  forest  they  met  a  knight  comiBg 
towards  them  at  fiill  speed,  and  bearing  in  his  arms  a  child, 
whom  Gawain  at  once  recognized  as  his  brother  Modred. 
The  knight  informed  them  that  Lot,  having  been  suipiised 
during  his  mardi,  was  severely  wounded,  and  periiapB  kiDsd 
artaiua;  that  Betisent  was  in  the  hands  of  the  enenwata 
very  small  distance;  and  that  he,  having  with  dimcnhy 
rescued  tiie  infont,  was  attempting  to  bear  Um  to  some  ph»e 
af  safety.    Gawain  ordered  ttie  knight  to  foUow  his  trnofii 
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and*  keeping  tliem  eonoealed  in  Ibe  forest,  cantioiialy  pro- 
ceeded towards  the  field  of  battle;  where  he  socm  disooyered 
Hie  infidel  king,  named  Tanrns,  who,  haTuig  seised  a  lady  by 
the  tiCBBCS  of  her  hair,  was  endeavonnng  thus  to  draw  her  vp 
and  to  fix  her  on  his  hone.  Thiswas  Belisent.  Her  piteoas 
cries  for  mercy  reached  the  ean  and  thrilled  liie  heart  of 
Gawain,  hat,  bong  mixed  with  invoeations  of  the  hohF  Viigin, 
drew  down  repeated  buffets  firam  the  fist  of  Hie  ruffian  who 
held  her.  She  feQ  firam  the  horse's  back;  bat  Tkqxvs  st91 
anstained  her  by  the  hair,  soomged  her,  and  bade  her  follow 
en  foot;  and  when  fnm  weakness  she  entangled  her  feet  in 
her  long  vobes,  and  fell  to  the  gromid,  he  cusmoonted,  tied 
her  troBBes  to  his  horse^s  tail,  and  thus  prepared  to  ride  M 
with  hiB  manned  yictim.  But  an  attendant,  seeing  the 
n4aid  i^proach  of  Gawain,  suddenly  cut  the  lady^s  hair,  and 
dissBgaged  his  master  from  this  encumbrance. 

Wawain  with  spois  his  stede  smot, 
And  he  forth  sterte,'  God  it  wot. 
He  gred'  aloud  to  King  Taurous, 
"Abide!  thou  thief  malicious ! 
Biche-son!  thou  drawest  amiss! 
Thou  shalt  abeye  it  ywiss!''* 

AflcopdiMgly,  thoQgh  Taurus  was  of  the  same  gigantic 
iiiamsinnn  with  the  rest  of  the  infidel  chiefis,  Gawain  passed 
has  spear  through  his  shidd,  hauberk  and  heart,  and  threw 
him  dead  amongst  his  troops,  who  were  speedily  exterminated 
to  a  man.  BeHsent,  who  had  fiillen  into  a  swoon,  was  not 
a  little  surprised,  on  first  opening  her  eyes,  to  find  herself 
attended  by  her  four  sons;  and  her  wonder  and  joy  were 
complete,  when,  haying  expressed  her  fears  for  the  infant 
Mocbed,  the  chOd  was  restored  to  her  in  health  and  safety. 
She  then  related  that  Lot,  with  cmly  three  hundred  knights, 
had  been  attacked  by  many  thousands  of  the  enemy;  that 
after  a  long  and  desperate  lesistanoe,  he  had  seen  her  torn 
from  him  by  the  miscreant  Taurus ;  and  had  ovly  consulted 
bis  own  safety  by  flight,  when,  his  attendants  being  nearly  all 
kiBed,  and  himself  wounded  in  fifteen  places,  he  could  no 
longer  hope  to  render  her  any  assistance. 

^  Started.  •  CvwL  •  Certdnlj  floqpiato  it. 
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Beliflent  was  now  placed  on  a  litter;  and,  being  supplied 
with  all  possible  conveniences  from  ihe  sumpter  carts  of 
Taurus,  six  hundred  in  number,  which  attendcKl  her  mardi, 
was  conveyed  by  easy  journeys  to  London,  where  she  was 
received  by  the  gallant  Sir  Do,  and  lodged  with  proper  mag- 
nificence in  the  royal  palace. 

All  these  events,  it  is  to  be  observed,  were  dictated  by 
Merlin  himself  to  his  old  master  Blaise, — so  that  their  veracity 
is  unquestionable;  and  we  must  now  follow  Merlin  to  the 
court  of  Leodegan,  where  he  related  them  to  Arthur  and  his 
companions.  He  then  condescended  to  inform  the  king,  that 
the  motive  of  their  visit  to  his  court  had  been  to  procure  a 
suitable  wife  for  their  gallant  leader;  upon  which  '. 
going  in  search  of  Guenever,  presented  her  to  Arthur, 
him  that,  whatever  might  be  his  rank,  his  merit  was  sufficient 
to  entitle  him  to  the  possession  of  the  heiress  of  Carmelide. 
Arthur  having  accepted  the  lady  with  the  utmost  gratitude. 
Merlin  then  proceeded  to  satisfy  the  king  respecting  the  rank 
of  lus  son-in-law;  upon  which  Leodegan,  with  the  knights  of 
the  round' table  and  his  other  barons,  proceeded  to  do  homage 
to  their  legitimate  suzerain,  the  successor  of  UtherPendragon. 
The  beauteous  Guenever  was  then  solemnly  betrothed  to 
Arthur;  and  a  magnificent  festival  was  proclaimed,  which 
lasted  seven  days,  and  would  have  been  protracted  much 
longer,  but  that,  fresh  succours  having  arrived  in  the  camp  of 
Kyance,  it  became  necessary  to  prepare  for  military  opera- 
tions. 

Canto  IX. 

Miric  is  June  that  scheweth  fiower 
The  meden  ben*  of  swete  odour; 
Lily  and  rose  of  swete  colour; 
The  river  clear  withouten  sour*; 
This  damiseles  love  paramour. 

The  whole  of  this  canto,  though  it  extends  to  no  less  than 
eleven  hundred  verses,  is  dedicated  to  the  description  of  a 

'  Meads  are. 
*  Dirt;  filth.    This  word  oocun  in  the  Promptorinin  ParmlonuD. 
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BDgle  battle,  which  ended  in  the  final  diBComfitare  of  King 
Ryanoe,  and  thereby  left  Arthur  at  liberty  to  aooompliah  the 
great  adventures  to  which  he  was  destined.  The  troops  of 
Leodegan  were  marshalled  by  the  particular  advice  of  Merlin: 
but  we  cannot  discover  any  advantages  which  resulted  from 
the  scientific  distribution  recommended  by  the  magician;  the 
ultimate  success  being  solely  owing  to  the  efforts  of  individual 
valour. 

It  was  a  Monday,  festival  of  Pentecost,  that  had  been  pre- 
viously chosen  for  this  great  contest.  The  Christian  knighta 
rose  at  daybreak,  and  arrayed  themselves  in  their  most  sump- 
tuous suits  of  armour,  which  were  ornamented  with  gold, 
silver,  and  jewels.  Arthur,  always  eager  for  battle,  was  now 
doubly  so,  because  he  was  to  be  armed  by  the  hands  of  the 
beauteous  Guenever;  but,  as  the  pieces  which  composed  this 
iroa  dress  were  very  numerous,  and  as  the  lady,  on  lacing  on 
each,  was  required  to  pay  a  kiss  as  the  forfeit  of  her  awk- 
wardness, or  to  receive  one  as  the  reward  of  her  dexterity, 
the  length  of  the  ceremony  excited  the  impatience  of  Merlin, 
who  sternly  enjoined  the  young  warrior  to  remember  these 
kisses*  in  the  hour  of  distress  and  difficulty. 

The  main  body  of  the  army  was  divided  by  Merlin  into 
seven  parts  of  seven  thousand  men  each.  Of  the  first  he  took 
the  personal  direction,  and  in  this  body  were  comprehended 
the  formidable  ybr^y./ico,  and  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  knights 
of  the  round  table :  the  nimiber  being  completed  by  a  selection 
from  the  bravest  of  Leodegan's  vassals.  The  commanders  of 
the  other  six  divisions  were  Gc^enar,  Leodegan's  nephew; 
Elmadas;  Belich  le  blond;  Yder  of  north-land;  Kandon, 
nephew  of  Cleodalis;  and  Gempore  mole;  and  besides  these, 
a  small  but  choice  army  of  reserve,  consisting  of  ten  thousand 
men,  was  led  by  Leodegan  in  person,  assisted  by  his  good 
steward  Cleodalis. 

Merlin  harangued  the  army,  and  promised  them  final  success, 
notwithstanding  the  almost  innumerable  forces  of  the  enemy, 
whom  he  proposed  to  surprise  in  their  camp.  This  camp,  it 
seems,  was  fortified  on  three  sides;  on  the  south  by  a  rampart 
of  wagons  and  carts,  and  on  the  west  and  east  by  a  wall: 

>  One  of  the  Northern  chroniclen  tells  ns  that  the  "  amnsenieiit  of  Ugs- 
mg"  was  not  known  to  the  ancient  Britons,  but  that  it  was  introdneed 
into  this  coimtrj  bj  a  daughter  of  Hengiat! 
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**  but/*  aaid  Medin,  **  we  shall  attack  them  on  the 
ftide^ 

"  And  find  them  aLeepand,  and  ale  downiight. 
For  thai  wer  all  dionken  tonight." 

He  then  detached  ten  knights,  with  arden  to  destroy  all 
the  aoouts  who  might  give  information  of  his  approach;  and, 
having  unfurled  ms  banner  sunnounted  by  the  fiei^  dragoot 
advanoed  ia  ailenee  to  tbe  eamp,  which  he  entered  imper* 
eeived. 

His  first  operation  was  to  cast  a  spell  into  the  air,  by  Tirtne 
of  whidi  great  numbers  of  the  tents  fell  down  on  the  heads  at 
tiie  deeping  infidels;  and  it  may  be  presumed,  that  those  who 
were  very  dnmken  were  irrecoverably  stifled.  Ilioee  iHio 
woe  more  watchful  or  alert  were  puniahed  for  Iheir  sobriety 
by  being  trampled  id  their  ahfrts  under  the  horses'  feet,  or 
ptereed  by  the  lances  of  the  assailants.  Several  Ihoosands 
were  Ihus  shmghteied  before  a  man  in  the  camp  had  time  to 
pat  on  his  armoor.  But  at  length  a  lew  knights  appeared 
roond  the  teat  of  King  Ryanoe ;  these  were  followed  1^  more ; 
and,  their  numbers  continually  increasing,  they  were  enabled 
to  &oe  the  Christians,  and  b^ui  **  one  <^the  greatest  batdes 
that  ever  was  smitten." 

Passed  was  the  day-springing. 
Hie  hot  sunne  was  schining, 
Tho  began  knightes  riding, 
TVumpes  beting,  tambours  dassing;i 
Ther  was  fleing  and  withstonding. 
Tiring,  togging,*  and  overthrowing! 

Among  the  knights  who  distinguLahed  themselves  in  this 
terrible  Saj  was  one  whom  Ihe  auuor  is  particularly  desiroai 
to  recommend  to  the  grateful  remembrance  of  his  heaicii. 
Tys  -was  Nacien,  a  knight  of  great  prowess  and  merit,  and 
allied  to  many  of  the  most  renowned  heroes  of  chivalry.  His 
aaolher  was  Hamignes^  sister  to  Joseph,  a  knufki  <f  ^rat$, 
thwnigh  whom  he  was  cousin  to  the  noUe  Perceval.  His 
&ther  was  Ebron,  who  had  sixteen  more  sons,  all  knis^ts  of 
great  virtue ;  and  through  him  Nacien  was  cousin  to  Gdidoine 
the  rich,  son  of  Nacien  dTBetioay  which  Gehdoine  first  saw  a& 

>  Beating.  *  Tearing;  togging. 
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die  menrail  of  the  8m  QML    Nade&  wm  abo  Mbe  (i.  e. 
related)  to  King  PeDei  of  ListoiieUt 

And  dtfai  fhen  badde  Louncelot 

In  hiB  ward  ahnoet  a  yer. 

So  the  Bomotttu  seyth  eUes  where  :i 

This  Naciens,  of  -whom  y  write, 

Sith  then  bioom  eremite*; 

And  lette  knightsehippe  and  al  thing. 

And  bieome  preste,  mesae  to  fiing. 

Virgin  of  his  bodi  he  was. 

Whom  nth  then  the  holi  Godes  grace 

Rayist  into  the  thiidde  heven. 

Where  he  herde  angels^  Steven*; 

And  sei^e  Fader,  Son,  and  Holi  Ghost, 

In  on  substaunce,  in  on  acost. 

Thie  gave  sith  then  the  ridie  oonsdl 

To  the  King  Arthour,  saun£ule» 

Tho  be  was  in  giet  peril 

To  lese  his  londus,  and  bea  ezil, 

Ogaiiies  die  king  <kJahos, 

The  geaantes  sone,  of  gret  los,^ 

That  gaf  King  Ardurar  batailing,  te. 

Nadenwas  accompanied  by  Adregain  the  Brown;  anddiese 
two  had  the  bononr  of  accompanying  Arthm:  in  a  desperate 
attack  on  the  standard  of  King  Ryance,  which  represented 
fimr  elephants  with  their  castles.  About  this  time  the  conflict 
became  general  aU  over  the  field;  and  the  author  has  es- 
hansted  his  powers  of  description  in  paintitig  the  hoxrozs  of 
tiieaoene. 

Al  so  thick  the  arwe  schoten,' 

In  sonne-beam  so  doth  the  moten. 

Gavelokes*  al  so  thick  flowe 

So  gnattes,  ichil  abowe.^ 

Ther  was  so  michel  dust  rising. 

That  sene  there  nas  sunne  sduning. 

The  trumping  and  tbe  tabouring 

'  An  tUs  faObrMaioii, «  weD  as  llMt  ifluGh  if  alMed  to  in  the  nbae- 


<  llMnBlt.  •  Voice;  waag.  «  Glorj. 

*  AiTowi  Aot.       *  Jsvdms.        '  I  wiH  tTow  or  maintain. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


140  EABLY  ENGLISH  ICETBICAL  BOlDLirOES. 

Did  tx^eder  the  knights  fling. 

The  kmghts  broken  her  speren  , 

On  threS  thai  smiten  and  to-teren.* 

Knightes  and  stedes  ther  laien  about. 

The  hevedes  off  smitten,  the  guttes  out. 

Heveden,'  and  fete,  and  armes,  there 

Lay  strewed  everich  where 

Under  stedes*  fete,  so  thick 

In  Crowe's  nest  so  doth  the  stick. 

Sum  sterven,*  and  sum  gras  gnowe ; ' 

The  gode  steden  her  guttes  drewe, 

With  blodi  sadels  in  that  pres. 

Of  swich  bataile  was  no  ses,' 

To  the  night  firam  amorwe,' 

It  was  a  bataile  of  gret  sorowe ! 

The  main  body  of  the  Christian  army,  being  overpowered 
by  superior  numbers,  were  at  length  driven  in  confusion  under 
the  wklls  of  Denebleise ;  but  agam  rallying,  drove  back  their 
pursuers,  and  gave  time  to  the  knights  of  Arthur's  company 
to  refresh  themselves,  and  to  relieve  their  horses,  who  were 
incapable  of  carrying,  during  many  hours,  the  enormous  weight 
of  iron  which  covered  their  riders.  Merlin  then,  having  at 
leisure  taken  his  survey  of  the  field,  ordered  his  company  to 
mount,  and  led  them  at  fiiU  speed  to  the  part  of  the  battle 
where  he  discovered  the  "  crowns  and  beards,"  which  were 
painted  on  the  shield  of  King  Ryance. 

Arthur,  glad  of  encountering  the  Irish  monarch,  made  a 
violent  blow  at  him,  which  cut  off  a  quarter  of  his  helmet, 
divided  his  shield,  and  &lling  on  his  shoulder,  would  have  slit 
him  to  the  mid(Ue,  had  not  the  sword  been  stopped  by  the 
toughness  of  a  serpent's  skin  which  he  wore  over  his  shirt 
He  fell  to  the  ground:  and  though  he  was  speedily  replaced 
on  his  horse ;  though  Arthur  himself  was  overtlm)wn  and 
unhorsed  by  the  crowd  of  giants  who  pressed  forward  to 
rescue  their  leader ;  the  attack  had  been  so  well  directed,  that 
the  great  standard  was  taken,  the  infidels  who  guarded  it 
dispersed  in  all  directions,  and  Ryance  at  length,  after  an 
obstinate  conflict,  was  obliged  to  fly  before  the  viotorioos 

>  Into  three  parts.        *  Tear  in  pieces.        •  Heads.        ^  Periahed. 
^  Gnawed  the  grass,  died.        '  Cessation.        ^  The  morning.      , 
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Arthur,  who,  nngling  him  out  fixnu  his  companioiu,  pursued 
him  incessantly,  and  at  length  overtook  him  when  on  the 
point  of  joining  another  division  of  his  army.  At  this  second 
encounter  Ryance  received  a  dangerous  and  painful  wound  iii 
the  side,  and  dropped  his  excellent  sword  cfdled  Marandoise, 
which  became  the  prey  of  Arthur. 

As  Escalibore  was  certainly  the  best  sword  in  the  world, 
Arthur  seems  to  have  had  little  occasion  for  Marandoise :  but 
there  is  perhaps  a  pleasure  in  cutting  off  infidel  heads  with 
an  infidel  weapon ;  and  in  this  pleasure  Arthur  indulged  as 
long  as  his  horse  was  able  to  carry  him.  In  the  mean  time. 
Merlin  had  pursued  a  party  of  the  flying  enemy  to  a  conside- 
rable distance,  and  had  cast  an  enchantment  on  them,  by. 
means  of  which  they  mistook  a  valley  which  lay  before  them 
for  a  deep  and  spacious  lake,  into  which  they  declined  to 
venture — 

Hereafter  sone,  in  this  write\ 
Why  he  did  it  ye  shal  it  wite.* 

But  unfortunately  this  important  piece  of  information  is  lost 
to  posterity,  because  the  whole  remainder  of  the  poem,  as  it 
now  exists,  is  empbyed  in  describing  the  confused  scene  of 
slaaghter  which  followed  the  wound  and  flight  of  King  Ryance. 
The  number  of  the  infidels  was  still  so  great,  and  the  field 
of  battle  so  extensive,  that  no  eve  but  that  of  a  conjuror  was 
capable  of  comprehending  the  whole  scene;  and  Merlin  alone 
was  aware,  that  whilst  the  army  of  Leodegan  was  b^;inning 
to  triumph  in  all  quarters,  the  monarch  himself  was  in  the 
greatest  jeopardy.  Being  accidentally  separated  from  his 
body  of  knights,  and  attended  only  by  his  faithful  steward 
deodaUs,  he  had  been  suddenly  attacked  by  a  large  troop  of 
the  enemy,  and  had  seen  his  good  steward  unhorsed  at  the 
first  onset.  A  dreadful  blow  from  Colocaulucon,  a  huge  man^ 
brought  the  king  also  to  the  ground,  and  with  such  violence, 
that  it  was  long  before  he  be^^  to  exhibit  any  signs  of  lUe. 
Oeodalis,  however,  who  was  already  on  his  feet,  bestrode  the 
body  of  his  master,  and,  wielding  his  sword  on  all  sides, 
manfully  repelled  the  crowd  of  assailants  till  the  king  re- 
covered his  senses.  Leodegan  now  recollected  what  the 
reader  will  perhaps  have  forgotten;  viz.,  that  he  was  then 

>  Writisf;  work.  •  Know. 
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liTiBg  m  aMterj  wiib  tile  besntifBl  inib  of  ifak  goaft  ite. 
^maxL,  and,  knedling  belbve  hinu  hmnUy  implazed  Ins  tegi?^ 
ness  in  a  long  oratian,  eonclnding  with 

^  Fargiye  me  Jiaw  my  trespas 
Tliat  I  thee  have  done,  alas! 
I  pray  thee,  that  never  this  misdede 
My  soul  into  helle  lede !" 

deodalis,  of  oomne,  Ibrgave  him  as  fkst  as  he  oonld,  not 
only  because  he  wished  to  waive  a  disagreeable  si^ect,  b«l 
because,  as  he  properly  observed  to  his  master,  thev  joint 
e£Ebrts  were  at  this  moment  very  necessary  to  preserve  them 
both  from  being  killed  or  captured.  In  fsiet,  they  were  altov 
nately  felled  to  the  ground  so  often,  that  their  strength,  was 
at  last  completely  exhsosted;  and  they  were  on  the  point  of 
being  carried  off  by  the  enemy,  when  Merlin,  who  probeUy 
knew  exactly  their  powers  of  endurance,  and  had  been  un- 
willing to  interrupt  the  very  edifying  scene  of  their  recon- 
ciliation, arrived  with  his  knights,  mounted  them  both  on 
fresh  horses,  and  in  an  instant  destroyed  their  pertinacioas 
assailants.  Arthur,  Ban,  Bohort,  Nacien,  and  their  com- 
panions, who  by  Merlin's  directions  had  taken  time  to  rest 
themselves  and  their  horses,  now  dispersed  themselves  over 
the  field,  and  cut  to  pieces  all  the  infidel  leaders  who  fell  in 
their  way: 

The  other  paiens  fiowen  swithe,* 

And  our  went  again,  bilive," 

Into  the  cite  of  Carohaise; 

With  her  &ren'  hem  made  at  aise;< 

They  maden  grete  bliss  and  fest. 

And  after,  yeden^  hem  to  rest. 

Thus  ends  this  fragment  of  more  than  ten  thousand  lines; 
the  transcriber,  as  it  should  seem,  fhmlfmg  that  he  also  had  a 
right  to  rest  from  his  labour,  which  he  had  not  the  courage  to 
resume.  The  remainder  of  the  c<dunm  was  occupied  by  part 
of  another  romance,  which,  as  Sir  W.  Scott  in&rma  us,  is 
totally  effiused. 

flew  cpiicklj.    '  Immediatel j«    '  Compamons,     '  Ease.     *  Wenc 
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Tbi8  ranHuioe  was  never  prmted,^  but  eodsts  in  MS.  in  tlie 
Hnkiaii  lifararf,  No.  2252.  The  late  Mr.  Riteon  wat  ef 
opmum  that  it  was  venifidd  from  tiie  prose  work  of  the  same 
Baaoie,  written  by  Malorr,  and  printed  by  Cazton;  in  proof 
of  whieh,  he  cantended  that  the  style  is  marked  1^  an  eTidest 
afBectation  of  antiquity,  But  in  truth  it  differs  most  essen^ 
tiaOh^  from  Malory's  work,  which  was  a  mere  compilation; 
nkdst  it  foUowB,  with  tolerable  exactness,  the  French  romanee 
of  Laacebt;  and  its  phraseology,  which  mudi  resembles  that 
of  CSiester,  and  other  authorB  of  the  fifteenth  oentury,  betrays 
as  BMorks  of  aflfeetafeion. 

As  this  romance  caatains  only  the  ccmehMKng  scenes  <^  the 
fife  of  Ardinr,  and  as  Sir  Lanoebt^  the  hero  of  the  piece,  has 
■ot  been  introdnoed,  in  the  preceding  fragment,  to  the  reader's 
aoqaamtance,  it  may  be  proper  in  tins  place  to  giTe  a  short 
sketch  of  his  antecedent  histoiy. 

Sing  Bim,  whose  acts  (A  powess  we  ha?e  so  often  wit- 
BMBcd,  having  retmned  in  his  old  age  to  Britany,  was  again 
tttadeed  by  his  inyeterate  enemy  COandas;  and  after  a  long 
Wtt  flaw  himself  reduced  to  the  possession  of  a  single  fortress, 
the  impregnable  castb  of  Trible,  where  he  was  besieged  by 
die  enemy.  In  this  extremity,  he  determined  to  solicit  the 
•ttistaace  of  Arthur,  and  escaped  in  a  dark  night  with  his 
infiuit  son  Lancelot  and  his  queen  Helen,  leaving  the  castle 
of  Trible  in  the  hands  of  his  seneschal,  who  immediately  be- 
trayed the  place  to  CSaudas.  The  flames  of  his  burning 
citadel  reached  the  eyes  of  the  unfortunate  monarch  during 
his  fli^t,  and  he  expired  with  grief.  The  wretched  Helen, 
i^beodoning  for  a  moment  the  care  of  her  ia&nt  son»  flew  to 
the  assistanee  of  her  husband,  and,  returning  after  a  ftuit- 
Ins  attempt  to  restore  his  life,  discovered  the  little  Lancelot 
IB  the  arms  of  anymph,  who  on  her  approach  suddenly  sprung 
widi  the  diild  into  a  deep  lake,  and  instantly  disappeared. 
lUs  Bjmph  was  liie  beaatifid  Vivian^  the  mistress  of  the 
>  Fri&tedbjthe  Rozburghe  Clvh,  i^  1819. 
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enchanter  Merlin,  who  thought  fit  to  undertake  th,e  edneatioiii 
of  the  infimt  hero  at  her  court,  which  was  situated  within 
this  imaginary  lake;  and  hence  her  pupil  was  afterwards  dis- 
tinguished by  the  name  of  Lancelot  du  Lac. 

The  queen,  after  this  double  loss,  retired  to  a  convent, 
where  she  was  soon  joined  by  the  widow  of  Bohort;  for  this 
good  king,  on  learning  the  death  of  his  brother,  died  also  of 
grief,  leaving  two  infant  sons,  Lyonel  and  Bohort;  who  having 
been  for  some  time  secreted  by  n  fiedthful  knight,  named 
Farien,  from  the  fury  of  Claudas,  were  afterwards  carried  off 
by  the  lady  of  the  lake,  and  educated  in  company  with  their 
cousin  Lancelot. 

The  fairy,  when  her  pupil  had  attained  the  age  of  eighteen, 
conveyed  him  to  the  court  of  Arthur,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
manding his  admission  to  the  honour  of  knighthood;  and  at 
the  first  appearance  of  the  youthful  candidate,  the  graces  of 
his  person,  which  were  not  inferior  to  his  coun^  and  ac- 
tivity, made  an  instantaneous  and  indelible  impression  on  the 
heart  of  Guenever,  while  her  charms  inspired  him  with  an 
equally  ardent  and  constant  passion.    The  amours  of  these 
lovers  throw  a  very  singular  colouring  over  the  whole  histoiy 
of  Arthur.     It  is  for  the  sake  of  Guenever  that  the  amorous 
Lancelot  achieves  the  conquest  of  Northumberland;  that  he 
defeats  Gallehaut,  king  of  the  marches,  who  afterwards  be- 
comes his  secret  and  most  attached  confident;  that  he  cleaves 
down  numberless  giants,  and  lays  whole  cargoes  of  tributary 
crowns  at  the  feet  of  his  suzerain,  finding,  in  his  stolen  inter- 
views with  the  queen,  an    ample  indemnification  for  his 
various  hardships  and  labours.     But  this  is  not  all.    Arthur, 
deceived  by  the  artifices  of  the  false  Guenever,  who  was,  as 
we  have  seen,  the  illegitimate  daughter  of  Leodc^an,  declares 
her  the  partner  of  his  throne,  and  dismisses  his  queen  to  a 
distant  province;  where  she  is  immediately  joined  by  her 
lover,  and  follows  without  restraint  the  natunil  bent  of  her 
inclinations.    Yet  Lancelot  is  dissatisfied;  it  is  necessary  to 
the  dignity  of  his  mistress,  that  she  should  still  share  the  bed 
of  ArUiur,  and  that,  protected  in  the  reputation  by  the  sword 
of  her  lover,  she  sliould  lead  a  life  of  ceremonious  and  splen- 
did adultery.    This  point  is  accomplished,  and  their  inter- 
course contmues  as  usual.    The  prose  romance  of  Lancelot  is 
apparently  composed  of  shreds  and  patches,  and  is  too  kog 
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for  abridgment;  but  there  is  a  metrical  romance  respecting 
this  hero,  composed  by  Chrestien  de  Ttoyes  in  the  twelfth  oen- 
tmry,  and  called  '^  La  Charette,"  which  has  the  air  of  being 
translated  fix>m  a  Breton  lay,  and  seems  to  possess  consider- 
able merit.  It  is  analysed  in  the  Bibliotheque  des  Romans 
(April  1777)  from  a  MS.  belonging  to  the  Comte  de  Caylns; 
but  such  readers  as  have  not  an  opportunity  of  consulting  that 
work  may  perhaps  be  glad  to  find  here  an  abridged  paraphrase 
of  this  ancient  and  curious  poem. 

At  a  festival  of  the  Ascension,  while  Arthur,  surrounded  by 
his  knights,  was  still  at  table,  an  unknown  knight  completely 
armed,  and  having  his  rizor  lowered  so  as  to  conceal  his 
features,  entered  the  hall,  and  requested  a  boon  from  the  king 
and  queen;  which  they  inconsiderately  granted.  Then  as- 
suming a  sterner  tone,  he  said,  ''Sir  kmg,  I  have  in  my 
prisons  many  dames  and  damsels  of  thy  court,  whom  I  will 
keep  in  thy  despite,  unless  thou  find  a  knight  hardy  enough 
to  attempt  their  delirerance  by  justing  with  me.  I  will  wait 
in  the  a^oining  wood.  Should  I  be  unhorsed,  I  promise  to 
deliver  bA  my  prisoners ;  but  I  require  that  thy  queen  accom- 
pany thy  champion,— so  that,  if  rictorious,  I  may  carry  both 
ti^ether  into  captivity." 

Sir  Kay  the  seneschal,  constantly  eager  for  adventures, 
-which  as  constantly  brought  him  to  disgrace,  immediately 
claimed  this  also;  and  Arthur,  blinded  by  lus  indignation, 
accepted  the  ofier,  obsetving  that  the  ^^'-knight  did  not 
deserve  a  nobler  adversary.  The  other  tauntingly  replied, 
that  a  short  time  would  show  whether  he  deserved  such  a 
reproachful  appellation;  that  he  should  expect  to  meet  Sir 
Kay  with  no  o^er  company  than  that  of  the  queen;  but  that 
half  an  hour  would  decide  their  contest, — after  which  he 
should  be  ready  to  meet  a  new  combatant. 

The  tone  in  which  these  words  were  pronounced  somewhat 
disconcerted  Sir  Kay,  and  alarmed  Arthur,  who,  havine 
passed  his  word,  could  no  longer  recede.  Sir  Lancelot  and 
Sir  Gawain,  boiling  with  impatience,  armed  themselves, 
leaped  upon  their  horses,  counted  every  minute  as  it  passed, 
and  at  the  expiration  of  the  half-hour  galloped  at  full  speed 
to  the  field  of  battle,  which  was  not  more  than  a  thousand 

1  Wicked;  crnel.  It  has  no  connexion  with  the  nsnal  modem  meaning 
of  the  term. 
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paces  di/riant  from  the  halL  They  aimed,  however,  too  late. 
Sir  Kay  had  been  unhoraed,  dreadfully  bruised,  boond  hand 
and  foot,  and  earned  ofi^  together  with  1h&  queen;  hat  am 
there  were  two  roads  which  proceeded  from  the  place  of  oomr 
bat,  it  was  impossible  to  guess  which  they  had  foUowod. 
Sir  Lancelot  and.  Sir  Gawain  therefore  separated.  The  for- 
mer, urging  his  horse  to  its  utmost  speed,  and  hoping  at 
esnsry  instant  to  gain  si^t  of  the  fugitives,  met  with  a  oe^ 
rut,  in  which  his  courser  fell  and  broke  his  leg.  The  knight^ 
almost  frantic  wiiii  ra§pB,  proceeded  on  foot  with  as^  mnch 
speed  as  his  heavy  armour  would  permit,  and  at  Imigth  oTsr* 
took  a  cart,  driven  by  a  very  defonned  dwarf;  who,  on  being 
questioned  conoeniing  the  route  of  the  frigitives,  professed  tot 
hkve  seen  them,  and.  promised,  if  the  hero  would.mount  hia 
cart,  that  he  would  soon  put  him  into  the  proper  road. 

It  seems  that  carts  were  at  this  time  extremely  soaxse. 
One  was  thought  sufficient  for  a  moderate  town;  becaosa 
^y  were  only  used  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  filthy,  or 
of  conveying  criminals  to  the  place  of  execution.  Lanoelot 
was  perhaps  ignorant  of  this,  or  perhaps  indifibrent  about  the 
mode  of  conveyance,  provided  he  had  a  chance  of  overtaking 
his  mistress:  he  therefore  placed  himself  as  commodioudy  as 
he  could  in  this  uncouth  equipage^  and  only  lamented  thai 
after  much  jolting  he  made  little  progress.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  road  whush  Qawain  followed  1^  insensibly  led  him 
into  that  of  Lancelot.  He  met  the  divarf ;  to  whom,  without 
noticing  job  friend,  he  put  the  same  questions^  and  received 
the  same  answer :  but  being  on  horseback,  he  a£  course  de- 
dined  the  proposition;  and,  having  then  recognised  the  other 
knight,  stron^y  but  ineffectuaUv  represented  to  him  the  in* 
decorum  of  such  a  mode  of  travelling. 

At  night-frill  they  arrived  at  a  castle,  the  lady  of  ^fMxk 
immediately  came  out  at  the  head  of  her  damsels  to  welcome 
Sir  Gawain,  but  was  with  difficulty  induced  to  admit  within 
her  walls  his  companion,  whom  she  supposed  to  be  a  criminal* 
or  at  least  a  prisoner.  At  supper.  Sir  Lancelot  was  on  the 
point  of  being  consigned  to  the  kitdien,  and  only  admitted  to 
the  lady's  table  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  Sir  Gawain;  but 
no  entreaties  could  persuade  the  damsels  to  prepare  a  bed  for 
him.  He  seized  the  first  which  he  found  unoccupied,  and 
slept  quietly  till  morning. 
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*  Hie  windows  of  the  castle  commanded  an  eztensiTe  Tiew 
of  liie  countjy:  and  Lancelot,  having  obsenred  at  some  dia- 
tanoe  on  the  plain  a  procession  accompanying  a  lady  in  a  Tcil, 
in  wiiom  he  recognised  a  likeness*  to  the  fair  GKienever,  gud- 
deBly  fell  down  in  a  swoon;  an  accident  very  usual  witli 
amorous  kn^hta,  but  always  productive  of  wonder  and  cu- 
nosity  in  the  by-standers*  The  ladv  of  the  castle  imputed  it 
to  Aaane  and  vexation  at  the  recollection  of  the  disgraoeful 
ent;  but  Gawain,  on  his  friend's  recovery,  thought  his  sus- 
pidon  very  probable,  and  became  equally  eager  to  depart 
Hkit  fiiir  hostess  si^plied  Lancelot  with  a  horse  and  spear; 
iftsy  traverse  the  plam  at  full  speed;  and  learn  from  some 
tBBfeUers  that  the  kdy  whom  ^ey  had  discovered  was  in 
iMit  the  lovdy  Ghienever;  that  she  was  led  captive  by  Me- 
leagans,  son  of  Brademagus,  king  of  Goire;  and  that  there 
were  bfut  two  roads  which  led  to  her  intended  prison,  both  of 
wbich  were  known  to  abound  in  the  most  perilous  adventures. 
Heie,  therefore,  the  friends  again  s^Mirated.  Lancelot,  after 
eaponntering  and  overcoming  numerous  obstacles,  was  ac- 
eostcd  cm  the  evening  of  the  second  day  by  a  young  and 
flportive  beauty,  who  gaily  proposed  to  him  a  supper  in  her 
GMde;  giving  him  at  the  same  time  to  imderstand,  that  their 
repast  would  not  be  interrupted  by  the  presence  of  any  third 
person.  The  knight,  who  was  hungry  and  weary,  and  whose 
hone  was  ahnost  exhausted,  accepted  the  proposal,  though 
with  no  very  good  grace;  supped  voraciously;  demanded  a 
separate  room;  and,  without  paying  any  attention  to  some 
very  intelligible  glances,  retired  to  rest,  and  slept  most  ob- 
stinately tin  his  slumbm  were  disturbed  by  loud  and  shrill 
dirieks  proceeding  from  the  lady's  apartment.  He  hastily 
pot  on  his  armour,  and,  proceeding  to  the  place,  found  her 
sCmggling  in  the  embraces  of  a  knight,  whom  he  instantly 
attacked,  and  would  have  punished  for  his  insolence  but  for 
the  interposition  of  six  attendants,  who  jointly  assaulted  our 
heio  and  rescued  the  ravisher.  He  now  turned  his  arms 
against  these  new  enemies,  cut  o£P  the  hand  of  one,  the  head 
<n  another,  and  pierced  a  third  through  the  body ;  but  was 
much  surprised,  when,  in  the  midst  of  his  career,  the  whole 
sscne  vanished,  and  he  found  that  his  fair  entertainer  was  no 
other  than  his  guardian  fairy,  who  had  put  him  to  this  trial 
of  his  fidelity  and  courage,  and  who  now  declared  him  worthy 

L  2 
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of  her  future  protection.  Lancelot  again  retired  to  rest,  and 
on  the  next  day  the  &iry  condescended  to  conduct  him  inta 
the  direct  road.  After  some  hours,  she  led  him  to  a  fountain, 
where  they  alighted  to  refresh  their  horses;  and  tiie  ftiry, 
ix>inting  out  to  Lancelot  a  comb  of  ivory  inlaid  with  gold, 
smd  a  ringlet  of  most  beautiful  hair,  which  lay  on  the  grass, 
informed  him  that  they  belonged  to  his  lovely  queen,  who 
had  stopped  the^i-e  on  the  preceding  day,  and  whose  traces  be 
would  now  find  it  easy  to  follow.  Lancelot,  after  kissing  the 
precious  comb  with  great  fervency,  and  placing  the  ringlet 
near  his  heart,  took  leave  of  the  fairy;  from  whom  he  re- 
ceived, together  with  assurances  of  her  further  assistance,  a 
ring,  wliich,  by  its  changes  of  colour,  had  the  virtue  of  dis- 
covering and  rendering  nugatory  all  enchantments  intended 
to  delay  his  progress. 

The  knight  pursued  his  journey  without  being  much  in- 
commoded, except  by  the  bad  jokes  of  numerous  travellers, 
all  of  whom  seemed  to  have  learned  by  inspiration  his  dis- 
graced airing  in  the  cart.  One,  more  insolent  than  the  rest, 
had  the  audacity  to  interrupt  him  during  dinner,  and  even  to 
risk  a  battle  in  support  of  his  pleasantry.  Lancelot,  after  an 
easy  victoiy,  only  doomed  him  to  be  carted  in  his  turn;  but, 
learning  from  a  fair  damsel,  his  accuser,  that  his  morality  was 
still  more  execrable  than  his  wit,  provoked  him  to  a  second 
combat,  and  cut  otf  his  head;  which  the  lady  carried  away 
with  great  marks  of  satis^tion. 

At  night,  the  hero  was  received  in  another  castle  with 
great  apparent  hospitality,  but  foimd  himself  in  the  morning 
in  a  dungeon,  and  loaded  with  chains.  Consulting  his  ring, 
and  finding  that  this  was  an  enchantment,  he  burst  his  chains, 
seized  his  armour  in  spite  of  the  visionary  monsters  who  at- 
tempted to  defend  it,  broke  open  the  gates  of  the  tower,  and 
continued  his  journey.  At  length  his  progress  was  checked 
by  a  wide  and  rapid  torrent,  which  could  only  be  passed  by 
walking  on  the  edge  of  a  vast  and  sharp  scimitar.  Lancelot, 
leading;  his  horse  by  the  bridle,  and  causing  him  to  swim  by 
his  side,  advanced  without  hesitation  upon  this  very  incon- 
venient bridge,  and  reached  the  opposite  bank  after  cutting 
his  feet  to  the  bone.  He  next,  wounded  as  he  was,  attacked 
and  killed  a  lion  and  a  leopard,  who  opposed  his  landing; 
and  then,  having  seated  himself  on  the  grass,  was  endeavour^ 
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ing  to  stop  with  his  handkerchief  the  e£Pasion  of  blood,  which 
was  very  considerable,  when  he  was  accosted  by  Brademagus, 
fiither  of  Meleagaos,  whose  castle  was  then  in  sight,  and  at 
no  great  distance.  This  king,  not  less  courteous  than  his  son 
was  haughty  and  insolent,  after  complimenting  him  on  the 
valour  and  skill  with  which  he  had  achieved  the  passage  of 
the  bridge,  offered  him  his  assistance;  and,  on  being  ques- 
tioned respecting  Guenever,  replied  that  she  was  safe  in  his 
castle,  from  whence  she  might  be  rescued  by  any  knight  who 
should  succeed  in  conquering  Meleagans.  Lancelot  imme- 
diately demanded  the  battle  for  next  day;  and  the  proper 
preparations  being  made,  it  took  place  at  the  foot  of  the 
tower,  and  midcr  the  eyes  of  the  fair  captive,  llie  contest 
would  have  been  very  short,  had  her  lover  retained  his  usual 
stzength  and  activity;  but,  almost  fiunting  from  the  anguish 
of  his  wounds  and  from  continued  loss  of  blood,  he  began  to 
stagger  and  give  way,  when  Guenever  exclaimed,  ''Ah,  Lan- 
celot, my  knight!  truly  have  I  been  told  that  thou  art  no 
longer  worthy  of  me."  The  voice  and  presence  of  his  mis- 
tress, and  this  strange  reproach  which  he  was  unconscious  of 
having  merited,  instantly  revived  the  drooping  knight;  who, 
resuming  at  once  his  usual  superiority,  soon  laid  at  his  feet 
his  haughty  adversary,  and  was  on  the  point  of  sacrificing 
him  to  his  resentment,  when  Guenever,  moved  by  the  earnest 
entreaties  of  Brademagus,  ordered  him  to  withhold  the  blow. 
He  did  so,  and  even  pardoned  a  base  attempt  of  his  prostrate 
enemy  to  stab  him  at  the  moment  of  his  generous  forbear- 
ance. The  castle  and  aU  its  prisoners  were  now  at  his  dis- 
posal; but  he  consented,  at  the  request  of  Brademagus,  to 
give  his  promise  of  meeting  Meleagans  at  the  expiration  of  a 
twelvemonth,  at  the  court  of  Arthur,  and  of  there  renewing 
the  contest  for  a  prize  which  was  already  his  own  by  the 
right  of  conquest. 

Lancelot  flew  to  the  apartment  of  the  queen,  threw  himself 
at  her  feet,  and  prepared  to  kiss  her  hand,  when  she  ex- 
claimed, '^Ah,  Lancelot!  why  do  I  see  thee  again  without 
faring  to  think  thee  worthy  of  me,  after  thou  hast  been  dis- 

gracefrOly  drawn  about  the  country  in "     She  had 

not  time  to  finish  the  phrase;  for  her  lover  suddenly  started 
from  her,  and,  loudly  lamenting  that  he  had  incurred  the  con- 
tempt and  indignation  of  his  lady,  rushed  out  of  the  castle. 
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threw  his  shield  and  sword  to  the  right  and  left,  ran  furiously 
into  the  fields,  and  disappeared. 

It  seems  tiiat  -die  story  of  the  ahominable  cart,  -whidi 
haunted  Lancelot  at  e^ery  step,  had  reached  the  ears  of  Sir 
Kay,  who  had  told  it  to  tike  queen  as  a  proof  that  her  knight 
must  have  been  dishonoured.  But  Ghieneyer  had  full  lesBare 
to  repent  the  hast&  with  which  she  had  gi^en  credit  to  the 
tale.  Meleagans,  hearing  no  tidings  of  Lancelot,  determined 
to  keep  his  prisoners;  and,  to  pr&vent  the  escape  of  the 
queen,  ordered  the  windows  of  her  chamber,  whidi  was  on 
tike  ground  floor,  to  be  carefully  closed  by  a  sort  of  wioiRt 
composed  of  strong  bars  of  iron,  fixed  on  stout  iron  hsnges, 
and  locked  every  night.  In  her  antechamber  slept  her  feQaw- 
prisoner  Sir  Kay,  and  beyond  him  a  suard  of  soldiers. 

In  the  mean  time.  Sir  Lancelot,  having  wandered  during 
three  days  without  knowing  where  he  went,  began  to  reflect 
that  it  might  have  been  wiser  to  disabuse  his  mistress  fluoi  to 
run  away  from  her ;  he  therefore  returned  by  nig|ht  to  iSne 
tower,  and,  guided  by  a  lamp  in  the  queen's  chamber,  reaobed 
the  grated  wicket,  and  called  in  a  low  voice  on  Guenerer. 
She  was  already  in  bed,  but  not  asleep ;  and,  -starting  nt  "Ae 
voice  of  her  lover,  rose  in  her  shift,  whidi  (says  the  poem) 
was  '*  passing  white,"  listened  with  silent  pleasine  to  his 
exculpation,  and  putting  her  hand  through  the  bars,  offercd  it 
to  the  Hps  of  Lancelot  as  the  seal  of  her  forgivenesB.  The 
knight,  in  a  transport  of  joy,  seized  the  iron  wicket,  lifted  it 
off  the  hinges,  and  springing  into  the  chamber,  eontamied 
with  the  queen  till  day-break;  when  he  escaped  undiscovered, 
having  carefully  replaced  tiie  wicket  in  its  former  -poeitioD. 
It  happened,  however,  that,  having  soratehed  his  l«^  in 
escaping  out  of  the  window,  some  blood  flowed  into  the  Toom; 
besides  which,  one  of  his  gloves,  which  he  had  dropped  in  has 
hurry,  remained  ^as  evidence  of  some  nocturnal  visit  to  ibe 
fldr  prisoner's  chamber. 

On  the  following  day,  Meleagans,  CQming*to  visit  Oueaefei, 
observed  this  glove  and  die  traces  of  blood ;  £rom  whieh,  as 
the  wicket  was  apparently  untouched,  and  as  it  was  doEnpos- 
sible  that  any  one  could  have  twice  passed  unobserved  liizoiii^ 
a  room  full  of  guards,  he  naturaUy  suspected  Sir  Kay  of  being 
the  queen's  paramour,  and  insisted  on  proving  the  tmfli  of 
his  suspician  by  an  appeal  to  aims.    It  was  in  vain  tet  &e 
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dimstroaa  «eneedial  produced  bis  two  gloTes,  and  protested 
that  he  had  neither  a  third  hand  which  had  been  deprived  of 
its  sofering,  nor  any  wonnd  on  his  person  from  whence  the 
Uood  eould  have  proceeded:  the  combat  was  proclaimed j 
and  he  was  forced  to  prepare  for  iiie  loss  of  a  second  battle, 
as  be  had  no  reason  to  bope  for  tiie  appearance  of  any  other 
diampion. 

Another  champion  however  did  appear,  and  the  heart  of 
Meieagans  immediately  told  him  that  this  was  no  other  than 
the  formidable  Lancelot.  His  guardian  £ury  bad  restored  to 
him  his  hone  and  arms;  his  recent  wounds  were  perfectly 
healed;  and  the  perjured  Meieagans,  covered  with  braises, 
was  again  compelled,  in  tiie  sight  of  bis  fftther  and  of  his  sub- 
jects, to  implore  the  mercy  of  his  conqueror,  who,  at  parting, 
iiad  the  generosity  to  renew  the  promise  of  meeting  him  at 
Ar&nr's  court  afibsr  the  expiration  of  a  twelvemonth.  Lance- 
lot now  departed  with  the  queen,  the  seneschal,  and  the  other 
prisoners;  and,  taking  the  road  by  which  they  expected  tiie 
■Rival  of  Gawain,  had  the  satisfiiction  of  meeting  him  on  the 
aeoond  day;  after  wbicb,  the  whole  company  proceeded  gaily 
iemvrda  CSardigan.  But  tiie  malicious  ingenuity  of  Meieagans 
-was  not  yot  exhausted.  A  vile  little  dwarf,  who  was  stationed 
at  the  side  of  the  joad,  oontrrved,  by  tearing  his  ugly  hair  and 
shedding  toxients  of  tears,  to  interest  Ibe  generous  Lancelot 
in  fiivour  of  a  supposed  lady,  who  was  represented  as  exposed 
to  every  sort  of  indignity  in  a  neighbouring  castle.  The 
incautious  knight,  aftor  assuring  his  companions  that  this 
adventure  could  not  last  long,  and  that  he  would  speedily 
xejoan  them,  consented  to  folk>w  the  treaoherous  dwiurf,  feU 
into  an  ambush  which  was  prepared  for  him,  and  was  plunged 
into  a  dnngeon.  Qawain  and  tbe  queen,  after  waiting  for 
him  in  vain  during  a  day  and  a  night,  were  obliged  to  resume 
their  journey,  and  arrived  widiont  him  at  Gardigan.^ 

After  an  imprisonment  of  six  months,  during  which  Arthur 
in  vain  attempted  to  gain  any  information  conoeming  him,  he 
a|ipeared  for  a  moment,  and  again  as  suddenly  vimished,  with- 
out revealing  to  any  one  the  place  of  his  habitaticm.  The 
fiiiDowing  are  the  chroumstanees  of  this  event:—- 

Hie  damsels  of  Arthur's  court  obtained  his  pexmission,  and 

1  HmcadsthBeompodftkmof  ChnttlBdeTroytt:  tteremsi^ 
>yGeaffiroy  db  Ugiiy. 
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that  of  Guenever,  to  proclaim  a  solemn  tournament,  the  con- 
ditions of  which  were,  that  the  victor  knight  should  have  a 
right  to  select  the  mast  beautiful  of  them  as  his  wife;  and 
that  her  dower  should  be  formed  from  the  sale  of  the  horses 
and  arms  of  the  vanquished.  The  singularity  of  the  proposal 
attracted  crowds  of  combatants,  who,  dividing  themselves 
into  troops,  contested  the  prize  with  various  success,  tiU  an 
unknown  knight,  suddenly  entering  the  lists,  attacked  the 
rival  parties  in  turns,  and,  forcing  them  one  upon  another, 
drove  the  whole  before  him  to  &e  extremity  of  tlie  lists. 
Guencver,  suspecting  from  the  unparalleled  address  of  the 
stranger  that  he  could  be  no  other  than  Lancelot,  sent  to  him 
one  of  her  damsels,  with  this  message :  ''  Sir  knight,  the  queen 
orders  that  at  the  instant  thou  shalt  suffer  thvself  to  be  con- 
quered." In  a  moment  he  appeared  awkward  and  irresolute; 
lost  ground;  retreated,  amidst  the  shouts  and  laughter  of  the 
spectators,  to  the  further  end  of  the  lists;  and  was  preparing 
to  quit  them  altogether,  when  a  second  message  ordered  him 
to  reassume  his  former  superiority.  He  obeyed;  and,  turn- 
ing on  his  pursuers  with  the  rapidity  of  lightning,  overthrew 
them  all  in  succession,  collected  their  horses  into  a  body, 
drew  them  up  before  the  queen's  balcony;  and,  having  desired 
that  she  would  cause  them  to  be  sold,  and  distribute  the  pur- 
chase money  among  her  damsels,  made  a  low  bow,  and 
returned  at  full  speed  to  his  prison,  leaving  Guencver  in  the 
utmost  astonishment  at  his  sudden  apparition. 

It  seems  that  the  seneschal  who  had  the  custody  of  Lance- 
lot, being  obliged  to  leave  the  castle  during  some  days, 
intrusted  the  prisoner  to  the  care  of  his  wife;  and  the  wue, 
thinking  it  a  great  pity  do  detain  such  a  handsome  knight  in 
a  dungeon,  gave  him  his  liberty  for  a  week,  and  even  supplied 
him  with  her  husband's  horse  and  armour,  on  his  promise  to 
return,  at  the  expiration  of  the  term,  to  his  confinement 
The  seneschal  returning  a  little  too  soon  was  much  alarmed 
at  his  wife's  indiscretion,  and  hastened  to  impart  his  feais 
to  Meleagans,  who,  however,  laughed  at  his  apprehension; 
assuring  him  that  the  promise  of  Lancelot  was  sacred;  but  at 
the  same  time  advised  him  to  treat  his  prisoner  in  future  with 
increased  severity.  The  barbarous  onicr  was  obeyed;  the 
knight,  chained  to  the  ground  and  imperfectly  fed  on  bread 
and  water,  daily  lost  Us  health  and  vigour;  the  year  was 
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nearly  expired;  and  all  the  efforts  of  Gueneyer  to  obtain  any 
news  of  her  champion  having  proved  {ruitlesa,  the  triumph  of 
JieLeagans  appeared  to  be  secure. 

But  at  tins  critical  moment  a  young  and  beautiM  lady, 
surrounded  by  guards,  and  followed  by  a  splendid  retinue, 
aiiived  at  the  htal  castle^  The  seneschal  recognised  in  her 
features  the  charming  daughter  of  Brademagus,  and  sister  of 
his  master  Meleagans ;  listened  with  respectful  credulity  to  a 
long  story  respecting  the  motives  of  her  journey;  and  sub- 
missively  executed  the  various  orders  which  she  issued  with 
an  air  of  conscious  authority.  She  slept  in  the  castle ;  and 
next  momiag,  complaining  that  her  rest  had  been  disturbed 
by  the  groans  of  a  prisoner,  directed  that  he  should  be 
instantly  released;  received  him  with  the  most  marked 
distinction;  administered  to  him  such  restoratives  as  imm&- 
diately  renewed  his  health  and  strength;  armed  him  with  her 
own  hands;  supplied  him  with  an  excellent  war-horse;  and, 
to  the  utter  astonishment  of  the  seneschal,  carried  him  off  to 
Ihe  court  of  Arthur.  At  the  moment  of  entering  the  city  of  * 
Cardigan,  she  made  herself  known  to  Lancelot  as  the  lady  oi 
the  lake,  his  guardian  &iry,  and  honouring  him  with  a  kiss 
on  the  forehead,  vanished  from  his  sight. 

Meleagans,  true  to  his  appointment,  was  already  in  the 
lists,  braving  all  the  round  table,  and  loudly  calUng  on  Lance* 
lot,  whose  appearance  to  meet  the  challenge  he  naturally  con 
aidered  as  mipossible.  Again  and  again  he  repeated  his 
defiance;  but  at  last  a  wefi-known  voice  answered,  *' Behold 
me!  let  us  begin  the  combat."  Though  appalled  by  the 
eoEDsciouaness  of  his  crimes,  and  by  the  recollection  of  his 
rival's  superiority,  the  wretched  man  summoned  all  his  reso- 
Intion,  and,  being  animated  by  despair,  defended  his  life  with 
great  skiU  and  obstinacy:  but  his  utmost  efforts  could  only 
aelay  the  triumph  of  Sir  Lancelot,  who,  after  piercing  him  to 
the  heart,  received  the  crown  of  victory  from  me  hands  of  his 
royal  mistress. 

Thus  ends  the  romance  of  La  Charette,  the  joint  work  of 
Chrestien  de  Troyes  and  of  Geofiroy  de  Ligny ;  to  the  former 
ef  whom  we  owe  the  story  of  Le  Chevalier  au  Lion,  the  ori- 
.ginal  of  a  most  beautiful  old  English  poem  called  Ywain  and 
Gawain,  translated,  (as  I  suspect)  by  Clerk  of  Tranent,  and 
published  by  the  late  Mr.  Ritson.     We  now  proceed  to  th^ 
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Tomanoe  of  Morte  Arthur,  wliich,  as  we  haire  already  dbflerred, 
is  translated  from  a  Frenoh  prose  romaiioe  of  the  same  name, 
forming,  in  the  printed  copies  of  the  romance  of  Lancelot  da 
Lac,  the  fifth  and  last  part  of  that  story.  It  also  exiats  m 
MS.  in  Donee's  lihraiy  at  Oxford,  and  at  the  Museum. 

The  knights  of  the  round  table  had  completed  the  quest  of 
the  6an-Qr^,  and  had  firmly  established  the  empire  of 
Arthur,  by  the  defeat  of  all  his  enemies.  Four  years  <h  peace 
and  tranquillity  had  been  endured  by  these  august  persomges 
with  tollable  patience :  but  at  length  they  became  tired  of 
liying  on  the  recollection  of  old  adventures,  and  anxious  to 
achieve  new  ones;  and  Arthur  joyfully  adopted  the  advice  cf 
Quenever,  to  proclaim  a  solemn  tournament  at  Wineheater, 
under  the  direction  of  Sir  Galehaut. 

The  king,  not  less  impatient  than  his  knights  for  fids 
festival,  set  off  some  days  before  to  superintend  liie  prepara- 
tions, leaving  the  queen  with  her  court  at  Gamalot.  Sir 
Lancelot,  under  pretext  of  indisposition,  remained  behind 
also;  and  Sir  A^vain  staid  to  watch  the  conduct  of  ilie 
lovers.  They,  however,  at  lids  time  disappointed  iiis  maHoe. 
Lancelot  meant  no  more  than  to  attend  the  tournament  in 
disguise;  and,  having  communicated  his  project  to  his  mis- 
tress, mounted  his  hone,  set  off  without  any 'attendant,  and 
counterfeiting  the  feebleness  of  age,  took  'me  most  mafie- 
quented  road  to  Winchester,  and  passed  unnotioed,  as  an  old 
knifl^  who  was  going  to  be  a  spectator  of  the  sports.  Bven 
Aruur  and  Ywain,  who  happened  to  beh<^  him  from  the 
windows  of  a  castle  under  which  he  passed,  were  ihe  di^es 
of  his  disguise.  But  an  accident  betmyed  him.  His  Irarse 
happened  to  stumble ;  and  the  hero,  forgetting  for  a  mosneiit 
his  aaromed  ■  dharaoter,  -recovered  the  ammal  with  a  streogft 
and  agility  «o  peculiar  to  himself,  that  they  instantly  reeof^ 
nised  ihe  munitabk  Lancelot.  They,  however,  snfi^ped  hmi 
to  proceed  on  his  journey  without  interruption,  convimeel 
that  his  extraordinary  feats  of  aims  must  disoover  him  st-lhe 
approaohing  festival. 

In  the  evening,  Lanoelot  was  magnifioently  entertained,  is 
a  stranger  knight,  at  tiie  neighbouring  casde  of  Aacalot.  flie 
lord  of  this  castle  had  a  daughter  of  exquisile  beauty;  and 
two  sons,  lately  leoeiyed  into  the  order  of  knighthood,  ease  d 
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whom  was  at  that  time  fiick  in  bed,  and  thereby  prevented 
from  attending  the  tournament,  for  which  the  iiro  brothers 
had  long  made  the  neoesaary  preparations.  Lancelot  offered 
to  attend  the  other,  if  he  were  permitted  to  borrow  the  armour 
of  the  invalid ;  and  the  lord  of  Ascalot,  without  knowing  the 
name  of  his  guest,  being  satisfied  from  his  appearance  that  his 
son  could  not  have  a  better  assistant  in  arms,  most  thankfuUy 
accepted  the  offer.  In  the  mean  time,  the  young  lady,  who 
had  been  much  struck  by  the  first  appearance  of  &e  stranger 
knight,  continued  to  survey  him  with  mcreased  attention,  and, 
before  the  conclusion  of  supper,  became  so  deeply  enamoured  of 
him,  that,  after  fr^uent  changes  of  colour,  and  other  symptom^ 
which  the  experienced  Sir  Lancelot  could  not  possibly  mistake, 
die  was  obliged  to  retire  to  her  chamber,  where  she  threw 
herself  on  her  bed,  and  lay  drowned  in  tean. 

Lancelot  wist  what  was  her  will ; 

Welllie  knew  hj  other  mo:^ 
Her  brother  deped'  he  him  till;  * 

And  to  her  chamber  gomie  they  go. 

He  set  him  down,  for  the  maiden's  sake. 

Upon  her  bed,  there  she  lay; 
Courteously  to  her  he  spake. 

For  to  comfort  that  mir  may.  * 
In  her  arms  she  gan  him  take, 

And  these  woides  gan  she  say: 
**  Sir,  hot  gif  that  ye  it  make, 

Save  my  life  no  leech*  mayl" 

"  Lody,"  he  said,  «  ihou  must  let  ;• 

For  me,  (ne  give  thee  nothing  ill!) 
In  another  stede'  mine  heart  is  set ; 

It  is  not  at  mine  owne  will. 
In  earth  is  nothing  that  shall  me  let 

Te  belhy  knight,  loud  and  stOl*; 
Another'time  we  may  be 'met, 

"When  tkou  may  better  speak  thy  fill:" 

*Mare.  *Cifled.  •To,  ^UMai.  »Doctor.  •I)eB8t;Tefr«iii.  TPhee. 
'That  ii,  **m  the  noise  of  batde,  and  in  the  silence  of  peaoe."    It 
■MBtt  to  be  a  fooliah  but  very  common  i^irase,  generally  used  as  a  men 
Oj^etiTe  for  oonfeaiaDoe  of  the  rhyme. 
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'*  Sith  I  of  thee  ne  may  have  more, 
As  thou  art  hardy  knight  and  freeS 
In  the  tournament  that  thou  would  bear 
Some  sign  of  mine  that  men  might  see  !'* 
''  Lady,  thy  sleeve  thou  shalt  off  sheer, 
I  wol  it  take  for  the  love  of  thee ; 
So  did  I  never  no  lady*s  ere'. 
But  one,  that  most  hath  loved  me.'* 

This  negotiation  being  thus  adjusted,  Lancelot  set  off  in  the 
morning  with  the  yoimg  knight;  who,  on  his  objecting  to 
lodgings  in  the  city  of  Winchester,  where  he  probably  would 
have  been  easily  recognized,  conducted  him  to  the  castle  of  a 
lady,  sister  to  the  lord  of  Ascalot,  by  whom  they  were  mag- 
nificently entertained.  The  next  day,  after  the  usual  repast, 
they  put  on  their  armour,  which  was  perfectly  plain,  and 
widiout  any  device,  as  was  usual  to  youths  during  the  first 
year  of  knighthood,  their  shields  being  only  painted  red,  as 
some  colour  was  necessaiy  to  enable  them  to  be  recognized  by 
their  attendants.  Lancelot  wore  on  his  crest  the  sleeve  of  the 
maid  of  Ascalot,  and  thus  equipped  proceeded  to  the  tourna- 
ment, where  the  knights  were  divided  into  two  companies,  the 
one  commanded  by  Sir  Galehaut,  the  other  by  King  Arthur. 
Having  surveyed  the  combat  for  a  short  time  from  without 
the  lists,  and  observed  that  Sir  Galehaut's  party  began  to  give 
way,  they  joined  the  press,  and  attacked  the  royal  knights,  the 
young  man  choosing  such  adversaries  as  were  suited  to  his 
strength;  whilst  his  companion  selected  the  principal  cham- 
pions of  the  roimd  table,  and  successively  overthrew  Ywain, 
Bohort,  and  Lyonel.  The  astonishment  of  the  q)ectator8  was 
extreme, — ^for  it  was  thought  that  no  one  but  Lancelot  could 
possess  such  invincible  force, — and  at  the  same  time  the  &voQr 
on  his  crest  seemed  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  his  being 
thus  disguised.  At  length.  Sir  Hector,  Lancelot's  brother, 
rode  to  attack  the  wonderful  stranger,  and,  after  a  dreadful 
combat,  wounded  him  dangerously  in  the  head;  but  was 
himself  completely  stunned  by  a  blow  on  the  helmet,  and 
felled  to  the  ground,  together  with  his  horse:  after  whidi, 
the  conqueror  rode  off  at  fiill  speed,  attended  by  his  oom- 
fMinionu 

1  Nobk.  *  Before. 
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Having  reached  the  forest,  he  pulled  up  his  vizor  to  remove 
the  blood,  which  nearly  filled  his  eyes ;  and,  finding  himself 
in  great  pain,  readily  consented  to  follow  the  young  knight  to 
the  castle  of  the  noble  lady  with  whom  they  had  lodged  on 
the  preceding  day.  A  skilful  leech  was  summoned,  who, 
having  examined  the  wound,  declared  that  long  rest  and  great 
attention  were  necessary  to  his  recovery.  In  the  mean  time 
Arthur  was  so  anxious  to  know  the  name  of  the  victor,  that 
he  proclaimed  a  second  toiumament,  to  be  holden  at  the 
expiration  of  a  month,  in  hopes  of  attracting  him  to  Win- 
Chester,  and  thereby  making  the  discovery ;  and,  in  fact.  Sir 
Lancelot,  on  hearing  the  news,  determined,  weak  as  he  was, 
to  re-enter  the  lists :  but  at  his  first  effort  to  rise  from  his  bed 
his  wound  opened ;  he  swooned  from  loss  of  blood ;  and  his 
leech  having  threatened  him  with  certain  death  if  he  should 
repeat  the  attempt,  he  was  condemned  to  lie  still;  whilst 
Arthur,  who  could  obtain  no  news  of  the  unknown  knight, 
returned  xmsatisfied  to  Comalot. 

No  sooner  was  Lancelot  able  to  mount  his  horse  than  his 
young  friend  caused  him  to  be  conveyed  to  the  castle  of  Asca- 
lot,  where  he  was  attended  with  the  greatest  care  by  the  good 
earl,  by  his  two  sons,  and  above  all  by  his  fair  daughter,  whose 
medical  skill  probablv  much  hastened  the  period  of  his  con- 
valescence. His  health  was  almost  completelv  restored,  when 
Sir  Hector,  Sir  Bohort,  and  Sir  Lyonel,  who,  immediately 
after  the  return  of  the  court  to  Camalot,  had  undertaken  the 
quest  of  their  relation,  unexpectedly  discovered  him  walking 
on  the  walls  of  the  castle.  Their  meeting  was  very  joyful ; 
for,  though  Arthur's  knights  frequently  took  a  pleasure  in 
secreting  themselves  from  their  friends,  they  were  always 
marvellously  delighted  at  being  found  by  them.  They  passed 
three  days  in  the  castle  amidst  constant  festivities,  and  ban- 
tered eadi  other  on  the  events  of  the  preceding  tournament ; 
Lancelot,  though  he  began  by  vowing  vengeance  against  the 
author  of  his  wound,  having  ended  by  declaring  it  extremely 
pleasant  to  be  so  forcibly  convinced  of  his  brother's  extraor- 
dinary prowess.  He  then  dismissed  them  with  a  message  to 
the  queen,  promising  to  follow  immediately,  it  being  nece&- 
sary  that  he  should  take  a  formal  leave  of  his  kind  hosts,  as 
well  as  of  the  fiiir  maid  of  Ascalot.  The  young  lady,  after 
vainly  attempting  to  detain  him  by  her  tears  and  solicitations, 
flud. 
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"  Sir,  gif  that  your  wille  it  were, 
Sith  I  of  tibee  ne  may  have  mair. 
Some  thing  ye  wolde  be-leavei  me  here 
To  h)ok  on,  wh^i  me  longeth  sare!*' 

Lancelot  spoke  with  herte  &ee, 

For  to  comfort  that  lady  hend,* 
"  Mine  armnre  shall  I  leave  with  thee. 

And  in  thy  brother's  wiU  I  wend. 
Look  then,  ne  long  not  after  me. 

For  here  I  may  no  longer  lend ;' 
Long  time  ne  shall  it  nought  be 

That  I  ne  shaU  either  come  or  send." 

In  the  mean  time,  the  three  kni^ts^  had  delivered  their 
message  to  Guenever,  who  was  in  paroxysms  of  joy  at  the 
expected  return  of  her  lover;  and  had  then  proceeded  to 
announce  to  the  king,  who  was  hunting  with  Gawain,  the 
news  of  their  having  discovered  Sir  Lancelot.  Gawain,  im- 
patient to  see  him,  immediately  took  leave  of  the  king,  and 
rode  with  all  speed  to  Ascalot:  but  the  knight  was  already 
gone.  He  was,  however,  sumptuously  entertained,  and,  in 
answer  to  his  questions,  was  distinctly  informed  by  the  earl's 
daughter,  that  she  had  bestowed  her  heart  upon  his  friend  and 
that  she  had  good  reason  to  flatter  herself  with  beii^  the  lady 
of  his  affections ;  as  a  pledge  of  which  he  had  left  withi  het 
his  well-known  suit  of  armoxir.  Gawain,  though  at  first  in- 
credidous,  could  not  resist  this  apparently  decisive  testimony; 
and,  after  requesting  the  maiden  that  he  also  might,  for  Lan- 
celot's sake,  nave  the  honour  of  being  admitted  amongst  her 
knights,  took  his  leave,  and  returned  to  court. 

Several  days  passed  away,  during  which  the  absent  knisfat 
WHS  most  anxiously  expected:  yet  he  did  not  appear;  and  ms 
return  was  so  long  protracted,  tiiat  Arthur  began  to  express 
the  utmost  fear  for  his  safety, — ^insisting  that,  if  his  wounds 
had  not  opened  afi^sh,  it  was  impossible  that  he  should  so 
long  delay  the  execution  of  his  promise.  Gawain  i^eijlied  by 
expatiating  on  the  charms  of  the  maid  of  Ascalot ;  related  the 
story  which  had  been  confided  to  him ;  and  observed,  that 
such  an  adventure  would  be  a  legitimate  excuse  for  a  much 

>  I^eave.  •  Gentle.  *  Tany. 
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longer  absence.  This  canvenatioii,  which  took  place  in  the 
presence  of  Gueneyer,  sunk  deep  into  her  heart ;  she  retired 
to  her  chamber ;  abandoned  herself  to  the  most  violent  trans- 
ports of  jealousy;  and  secluded  firam  all  but  her  confidential 
attendants,  left  King  Arthur  and  his  courtiers  to  amuse  them- 
selres  without  her ;  which  they  were  so  little  able  to  do,  that 
the  court  became  the  abode  of  fixed  dulness  and  melancholy. 
Lancelot  was,  during  all  this  time,  yeiy  unnecessarily  leading 
a  life  of  solitude  at  a  hermitage  in  the  forest ;  wh^  being 
accidentally  found  at  last  by  Hector  and  Lyonel,  he  heard  aU 
the  strange  conjectures  to  which  his  absence  had  given  rise, 
as  wen  as  the  despair  of  his  disconsolate  mistress,  and  was 
easily  induced  to  gratify  all  parties  by  his  return. 

Hie  joy  produced  by  his  appearance  was  excessive.  Arthur, 
wllo  was  sitting  with  Gawain  in  a  watch-tower,  discovered 
Kim  at  a  distance  on  the  pkdn;  ran  out  of  the  ^tes  to  meet 
iiim,  at  tile  head  of  all  his  knights;  kissed  and  embraced  him; 
and  assisted  with  his  own  hands  in  preparing  for  him  a  bed 
of  BADOinr  covered  with  doth  of  gold.  AH  flodced  roxmd  him, 
aaockras  to  render  him  any  service ;  plied  him  with  questions; 
fistamed  to  his  adventures;  almost  s^ed  him  with  embraces; 
and  waited  on  him  with  such  assiduity,  that  he  could  not, 
dnring  the  first  three  days,  find  a  sii^le  opportunity  of  seeing 
his  mistress  without  a  crowd  of  witnesses.  But  the  impor- 
tant occupation  of  hunting  could  not  be  long  neglected;  and 
Aitirar  having  repaired  to  the  forest  to  play,  Lancelot,  by 
sti^ing  at  home  with  Hector  and  Lyonel,  found  at  last  a 
ptetext  for  paying  his  court  to  the  queen.  Gnenever,  feeling 
qaxte  convinced  of  his  infidelity,  thought  herself  fiilly  justified 
in  reproaching  him  with  his  passion  for  the  maid  of  Ascalot ; 
wiihdi,  she  olMerved,  however  justified  by  that  lady's  superior 
dunoB,  unfortunately  tended  to  lessen  his  reputation,  by 
giving  him  a  disgust  for  those  nobler  pursuits  in  which  his 
eminence  over  all  the  knights  of  the  world  was  hitherto  so 
wA  establifihed.  She,  however,  trusted  to  his  honour,  and 
hoped  that  his  new  passion  would  never  induce  him  to  betray 
the  intimacy  m  which  he  had  lived  with  one  who,  however 
Bior  to  her  rival  in  beauty,  had  at  least  proved  the  sin- 
'  '  and  constancy  of  her  affection.  This  address  was  cer- 
tain^ intended  to  extort  a  justification,  which  she  ardently 
wished  to  hear;  but  it  produced  a  contrary  e£fect. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


160  EARLY   EXOXI8H  METBICAL  BOJCVNCKS. 

*^ Madam,"  he  said,  "for  cross  and  rood. 

What  betokeneth  all  this  moan  ? 
By  Him  that  bought  me  with  his  blood. 

Of  these  tidings  know  I  none! 
But,  by  these  wordis,  thinketh  me 

Away  ye  wolde  that  I  were; 
Now  have  good  day,  my  lady  free. 

For,  soodi,  thou  seest  me  never  mair ! " 

With  these  words  he  rushed  out  of  the  queen's  apartment; 
hurried  to  bis  own;  put  on  a  suit  of  armour;  mounted  his 
horse;  and,  galloping  o£P  at  full  speed,  arrived  in  a  few 
minutes  within  the  forest;  whilst  his  friends,  who  heard  a 
little  too  late  the  intelligence  of  his  quarrel  with  the  queen, 
were  unable  to  prevent  his  hasty  departure,  and,  after  an 
ineffectual  pursuit,  in  which  they  tired  their  horses  and  them- 
selves, returned  full  of  indignation  against  the  unfortunate 
Guenever.  Even  Arthur  himself,  who,  when  he  came  from 
hunting,  was  much  disappointed  and  grieved  at  this  aeoond 
loss  of  his  bravest  knight,  would  have  been  much  dispoeed  to 
join  in  their  resentment,  but  that  he  found  his  wife  in  a  stale 
of  grief  and  despondency,  which  proved  that  she  was  already 
too  severely  punished  by  the  loss  of  Lancelot,  for  any  indis- 
creet language  of  which  she  might  have  been  gmlty. 

But  her  misfortunes  were  not  yet  terminated.  A  certaiii 
squire  who  was  in  her  immediate  service,  havixxg  some  cause 
of  dislike  to  Grawain,  determined  to  destroy  him  by  poison  at 
a  public  entertainment.  For  this  purpose  he  conveyed  the 
poison  into  an  apple  of  remarkable  size,  which  he  plaoed  on 
the  top  of  several  others,  and  put  the  dish  before  the  queen* 
hoping  that,  as  Gawain  was  the  knight  whom  she  esteemed 
next  to  Sir  Lancelot,  she  would  make  him  the  &tal  present 
But  it  happened  otherwise.  A  Scottish  knight  of  high  dis- 
tinction, happening  to  arrive  on  that  day,  was  seated  on  one 
side  of  the  queen ;  and  to  him,  as  a  stranger,  she  presented 
the  apple;  which  he  had  no  sooner  tasted  than  he  instantly 
expired.  The  whole  court  was,  of  course,  thrown  into  oon- 
fusion :  the  knights  rose  from  table,  darting  looks  of  indigai*- 
tion  at  the  wretched  Guenever,  whose  tears  and  exclamations 
were  unable  to  exculpate  her  from  a  crime  apparently  sa 
notorious:  treacle  and  other  antidotes  were  applied  in  vain; 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


XOBTX  ABTHUS.  161 

and  nodiing  remained  but  to  order  a  magnificent  funeral  for 
the  murdered  stranger. 

EnightiB  done  none  otiier  might. 

But  buried  bim,  with  doel*  enough. 
At  a  chapel,  with  riche  light. 

In  a  forest  by  a  swough.* 
A  riche  tomb  they  did  b«-dight;' 

A  crafty  derk  the  letters  drough,^ 
How  there  lay  the  Scottish  knight 

That  ^ueen  Ganore  with  poison  slough.* 
After  this  a  time  befell, 

To  the  court  there  com  a  kniffht. 
His  brother  he  was,  as  I  you  teU, 

And  Sir  Mador  for  sooth  he  hight.* 
He  was  a  handy  man,  and  snell,^ 

In  tournament,  and  eke  in  fight. 

Sir  Mador  was,  at  the  time  of  his  arriTal,  perfectly  ignorant 
of  bis  brother's  death:  but  having  aocidentally  seen  the 
chapel  while  hunting  in  the  forest,  he  entered  it  to  say  his 
pnyera;  and,  being  attracted  by  the  magnificence  of  a  newly- 
erected  tomb,  peruised  the  fiital  inscription,  and  hastily  re- 
turned to  court,  determined  on  immediate  and  signal  ven* 
getnce.  He  rode  into  the  hall;  loudly  accused  the  queen  of 
treason ;  and  insisted  on  her  being  given  up  to  punishme  nt 
unless  she  should  find,  within  an  appointed  time,  a  knight 
hardy  enough  to  risk  his  life  in  support  of  her  innocence, 
Artmir,  powerful  as  he  was,  did  not  dare  to  deny  the  appeal, 
hot  was  compelled,  with  a  heavy  heart,  to  ratify  the  condi- 
tions; and  Mador  sternly  took  his  departure,  leaving  the 
royal  couple  plunged  in  no  small  terror  and  anxiety. 

During  all  this  time  Sir  Lancelot  had  taken  up  his  abode 
with  a  hermit  in  the  forest,  and  had  begun  to  find  his  com- 
panion, however  edifying,  much  less  amusing  than  the  beau- 
tiful mistress  with  whom  he  had  so  perversely  quaxrelled, 
when  the  news  of  Sir  Mador's  challenge  fortunately  reached 
his  ears.  He  had  hitherto  lamented,  to  very  little  purpose, 
the  violence  of  his  own  temper,  and  the  jealousy  of  Quenevery 

^  Griaf.  i  A  bog,  or  mfaa.  *  PtaMure.  «  Draw. 

•Sew.  ^WMcallKL  «  «iarp;  kesn. 
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tmd  had  ocmsidered,  as  ardent  lovers  iiBuaIl]r  do,  that  a  i 
ciliation  was  the  most  impossible  thing  in  the  world.  But 
this  intelligence  reyived  hu  spirits,  and  he  began,  to  prepare 
with  the  utmost  cheerfulness  for  a  contest,  which,  if  its  issue 
should  be  successful,  would  insure  him  at  once  the  affection 
of  his  mistress  and  the  gratitude  of  his  sovereign. 

The  suddenness  of  Sir  Mador*s  accusation,  aa  we  haye  seen, 
had  left  to  Arthur  veiy  little  time  for  reflection ;  but  on  the 
following  day  he  took  Sir  Gawain  with  him  into  a  private 
apartment  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  all  the  circumstances  ' 
of  this  strange  and  calamitous  adventure.  During  their  con- 
sultation, the  habit  of  curiosity  inherent  in  all  uiights  fire- 
quently  drew  them  to  the  window  of  their  tower,  the  walls  of 
which  were  washed  by  a  river;  and  on  this  river  they  des- 
cried, with  great  surprise,  a  boat  richly  ornamented,  and 
covered  with  an  awning  of  cloth  of  gold,  which  appeared  to 
be  floating  down  the  stream  without  any  human  guidance. 
"Die  subject  of  their  consultation  was,  for  a  while,  fiMgoClen 
in  their  anxiety  to  examine  this  wondeiful  boat,  iMA  totn*- 
nately  drove  to  shore  at  the  sama  instant*.  They  deaeeaided, 
and  entered  it.  Beneath  the  awning  was  a  bed  dwkeA  vrA 
princely  magnificenoe;  and  on  lifting  up  the  dotbesy  tlty 
discovered  umr  dead  body  of  a  beac^i^  womaa,  in  irinn 
features  Gaanrain  easily  recognised  the  lovely  inaid  of  ^wmkit 
Pursuing  their  search,  thej^  disoovend  a.  piose  richly  emt- 
broidered  with  gM  and  jewels,  and  within  the  jfm%  a  letter; 
which  Arthur  opened,  and  found  addressed  to  himself  aad  to- 
aU  the  knights  of  the  round  taUe,  stating  that.  Lancelot  dis 
Lac,  tilie  most  accomplished  of  knights,  and  rasatbcurtifcl  of 
men,  but  at  the  same  time  the  most  boorisk  and  inflexililav 
had  by  his  rigour  produced  the  death  of  the  wsebched  "»*^'^*«*', 
whoaa  love  was  nelesa invincible  than  hivGradty.  Thelug 
immediatdly  gaire  ocdera  for  the  intermeol  of  iSie  lad;jr  ^<ndfc 
aU  tiie  honoors  suited  to  herraak;  at  the  saaift  tiaie  expUnx 
iog  ta  the  knightsy  whom  he  oonvened  for  thft  purpose  ol 
attending  her  funeral,  the  histar^f  of  hag  aflbction  for  fmrnm^ 
lot,  which  jmdered  her  a-sabyictof  eomniDn  intasest  tatlMm 
all.  Gawain  at  the  sam0  tima  Bafttixed.  to- the  queok^tnap^* 
logize  for  having  inadvertently  conveyed  to  hor  a  Mae  f 
sion  of  Lanoelot'a  fldaiity; 
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'^Qf  Aflcaloi  Aai  nwMen  fieee 

I  nid  you  she  w«»  hia  kfloazii^ 
That  I  80  gabbed'  it  reweth  me, 

For  all  uie  aooih  now  tdl  I  can. 
He  nolde'  Iter  nought,  we  mow  weQ  see ; 

Forthy,^  dead  is  that  white  as  swaxt; 
This  letter  thereof  warrant  wol  be : 

She  pkuneth  on  Lancelot  to  eadb  man." 

Qnenerer  became  fbrious  at  this  intelligence;  she  felt  that 
all  her  present  misfortmies  were  owing  to  her  foolish  quarrel 
with  her  lover,— e  quarrel  occasioned  solely  by  the  sarcastic 
remarks  of  Sir  Gawain;  whom  therefore,  without  listening  to 
his  excuses,  she  drove  oontumeliously  from  her  presence.' 

But  as  the  day  appointed  by  Sir  Mador  was  fast  approach- 
ing, it  became  necessary  that  she  should  endeavour  to  pfd^nire 
a  champion  for  her  defence;  and,  conducted  by  Arthur,  she 
Hioeesnvely  adjured  Sir  Hector,  Sir  Lyonel,  Sir  Bohort,  and 
even  Sir  Gawain,  to  undertake  the  battle.  She  fell  on  her 
hnses  befine  them;  called  heaven  to  witness  her  innocence  of 
te  crime  alleged  against  her ;  but  was  sternly  answer^  by 
sU,  that  they  could  not  undertake  the  battle,  after  having  seen 
with  their  own  eyes  the  sudden  death  of  the  knight  whom  she 
had  manifestly  poisoned;  and  tnat  she,  whose  violence  and 
ii^vtioe  had  driven  from  court  the  incomparable  Sir  Lance- 
lot, did  not  deserve  a  defender,  ^e  retired,  therefore,  de- 
jected and  disconsolate;  but  the  sight  of  the  fatal  pile,  on 
^iieh  if  found  guilty  ste  was  doonred  to  be  burned,  exciting 
her  to  a  fresh  effort,  she  again  repaired  to  Sir  Bohort,  thr^ 
htndlf  at  his  feet,  and,  piteously  crymg  on  him  for  mercy, 
fe&  into  a  ffwoon.  The  brave  knight  was  not  proof  against 
this  appeal  to  his  fbelings';  he  raised  her  up,  and  hastily  prb^ 
iKised  that  he  would  ua&rtake  her  cause,  if  no  other  or  bettisv 
champion  shofold  present  himself.  He  then  summoned  his 
ftwodsi,  and  oammumcateicl  to  them  h»  resolution;  and  its-  « 
SHtal  combat  with  Sir  Mador  wa^  a  most  fearftd  enterpifidfe, 
^^  agreed  to  aeoompaoiy  him  in  i^  memiB^  to  the  hte- 

.  *  mbtnn.    •  Talked  lightly.     '  Ne  would,  would  not.    ♦  Therefore. 

'  ^torf  of  the  MS.  is  here  t7>m  oat:  bat  iro  part  of  the  sCbrv  ajppears 
talMi  ii'Miiii;  the  linee*  which  *  are  wanting  hsring  been  pnwMly'db- 
ployed  partly  in  Gnenever'a  qacolationB,  and  partly  in  the  antflM^st 
teriptkm  of  tht'dsogBr  to  ntdch  she  was  noir eqpoaed, 
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mitage  in  the  forest,  where  he  proposed  to  receive  abeofaition 
from  the  hermit,  and  to  make  his  peace  with  heaven  before  he 
entered  the  lists. 

As  they  came  by  the  forest  side 
Their  orisouns  for  to  make. 

The  noblest  knight  then  saw  they  ride 
That  was  in  earthly  shape. 

His  loreine  lemed  >  aU  with  pride ; 
Steed  and  armure  all  was  blake ; 

His  name  is  nought  to  hele'  and  hide. 
He  hight  Sir  Launcelot  du  Lake. 
Overjoyed  at  this  meetmg,  they  fell  on  their  knees  and 
returned  thanks  to  Providence ;  after  which,  having,  in  answer 
to  Lancelot's  questions,  confirmed  the  news  of  the  queen's 
imminent  danger,  they  received  his  instructions  to  return  to 
court,  to  comfort  her  as  well  as  they  could, — but  to  conceal 
his  intention  of  undertaking  her  defence,  which  he  meant  to 
do  in  the  character  of  an  unknown  adventurer. 

On  their  return  to  the  castle,  they  found  that  mass  was 
hnished,  and  had  scarcely  time  to  speak  to  the  queen  before 
they  were  summoned  into  the  hall  to  dinner.  A  general 
gloom  was  spread  over  the  countenances  of  all  the  guests; 
Arthur  himself  was  unable  to  conceal  his  dejection;  and  the 
wretched  Guenever,  motionless  and  bathed  in  tears,  sat  in 
trembling  expectation  of  Sir  Mador^s  appearance.  .Nor  was  it 
long  ere  he  stalked  into  the  hall,  and,  with  a  voice  of  thunder, 
rendered  more  impressive  by  the  general  silence,  demanded 
instant  justice  on  his  victim;  threatening  that,  if  it  were 
deUyed,  he  would  himself  tear  her  from  Siem  and  sacrifice 
her  before  their  eyes.  Arthur  meekly  answered,  that  little  or 
the  day  was  yet  spent;  that  dinner  was  not  over;  and,  that 
perhaps  a  chiunpion  might  yet  be  found  capable  of  satisfying 
his  impatience  for  battle.  Sir  Bohort  now  rose  frx>m  table, 
after  casting  a  significant  look  on  Sir  LyoneU  and  shortly  re- 
turning in  comple'«3  armour,  resumed  his  place,  after  receiving 
the  enmraces  and  thanks  of  Arthur,  who  now  began  to  resume 
some  degree  of  confidoice.  But  Sir  Mador,  growing  eveiy 
moment  more  impatient,  again  repeated  his  denunciations  it 
vengeance,  and  insisted  that  the  combat  should  instantly  take 
place. 

I  shone.  ■  Conceal,  Sue 
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Then,  aa  Sir  Mador  loudest  spake. 

The  queen  of  treason  to  b  j-calle/ 
Comys  Sir  Launcelot  du  Lake, 

Ridand  right  into  the  hall. 
His  steed  and  armure  all  was  blake, 

His  yisere  over  his  eyen  felle;  . 
Many  a  man  began  to  quake; 

A-dread  of  him  nigh  were  they  all. 

Then  spake  the  king,  mickle  of  might. 

That  hende  was  in  eche  a  sithe,* 
"  Sir,  is  it  your  will  to  light? 

Eat  and  drink  and  make  you  blithe."  ' 
Launcelot  spake  as  a  strange  knight, 

"  Nay,  sir!*'  he  said,  "  as  swyme* 
I  herde  tell  here  of  a  fight, 

I  come  to  save  a  lady*s  life. 

"  Evil  hath  tiie  queen  by-set  her  deeds, 

That  she  hatii  worshiped  many  a  knight. 
And  she  hath  no  man,  in  her  needs. 

That  for  her  life  dare  take  a  fight! 
Thou,  that  her  of  treason  gredes,^ 

Hastily  that  thou  be  dight! 
Out  of  thy  wits  though  that  thou  yede/ 

To  day  shalt  thou  prove  all  thy  might!" 

Sir  Mador,  though  somewhat  surprised,  was  not  appalled 
by  the  stem  challenge  and  stiU  more  formidable  appearance 
of  his  mighty  antagonist,  but  instantly  and  cheerfully  pre- 
pared for  the  encounter.  At  the  first  shock,  both  were  im- 
horscd.  They  then  drew  their  swords,  and  commenced  a 
combat  which  lasted  from  noon  to  tiU  evening;  when  Sir 
Mador,  whose  strength  began  fail,  was  at  length  felled  to 
the  ground  by  Sir  Lancelot,  and  compelled  to  sue  for  mercy. 
Tlie  victor,  whose  arm  was  again  raised  to  terminate  the  life 
of  his  opponent,  instantly  dropped  his  sword,  courteously 
lifted  up  the  fiunting  Sir  Mador,  and  even  condescended  so 
far  as  to  reveal  his  name,  fironkly  confessing  that  he  had  never 
yet  found  an  equally  formidable  enemy.  The  other,  with 
similar  courtesy,  solemnly  renounced  all  further  projects  of 

> 'Accuse.         '  At  all  times.  '  As  soon;  t.  e.,  immediately. 

*  To  cry,  or  proclaim.  *  Went. 
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yengeance  for  his  lnodMr*«  dea^;  aad  ^Hiro  knights,  nam 
become  fast  firiends,  embraoed  eaidi  odier  with  the  greatest 
cordiality.  In  the  mean  time  Aidiiir,  haying  recognised  Sir 
Lancelot,  whose  helmet  was  now  unkoed,  nuhed  down  into 
the  lists,  followed  by  all  his  knights,  to  welcome  and  thank 
his  deliyerer;  Ghiieneyer  swooned  wititi  joy;  and  the  place  of 
combat  suddenly  exhibited  a  seene  of  the  most  tumultuous 
delight  The  general  aatifl&ctioii  was  still  further  increased 
by  ue  discoveij  of  the  real  culprit,  whoae  attempt  to  poison 
Sir  Gawain  had  been  produetiye  of  aueh  eztensiye  misery. 
Haying  accidentally  iMored  aooae  jMiapicicm,  he  confessed  lus 
crime,  and  was  miblicly  punished  an  the  presence  of  Sir 
Mador;  who,  seeug  the  queen  bo  fuUy  justified,  became 
anxious  to  make  h&r  amends,  by  eyery  aenice  and  attention 
in  his  power,  for  the  injnstice  of  his  former  aecusation.  The 
court  now  returned  to  the  castle,  whidi,  with  the  title  of  "  la 
joyeuse  garde,"  bestowed  on  it  perhaps  in  consequence  of  the 
festiyities  celebrated  in  honour  of  the  queen's  exculpation, 
was  conferred  on  Sir  Lancelot  by  Arthur,  as  a  memorial  of 
his  gratitude. 

The  happiness  and  security  of  Gueneyer,  and  of  her  para- 
mour, now  appeared  to  be  permanently  established;  but  a 
plot  was  already  laid,  which  was  destined  to  destroy  them, 
together  with  the  king  and  kingdom.  Though  Gawain  was 
warmly  attached  to  Sir  Lancelot,  his  brother  Agrayain  had 
been,  from  the  first,  the  enyious  and  implacable  enemy  of 
that  knight;  and,  haying  united  himself  with  Modred,  the 
4dag*8  nef^w,  who  headed  a  considerable  party  at  court, 
determined  on  preferring  against  the  loyers  an  open  accusa- 
tion of  treason.  It  was  in  yain  that  Gawain  exerted  all  his 
eloquence  to  oppose  a  measure  of  which  he  foretold  all  the 
Altai  oonsequences,  and  implored  his  brother  to  desist,  en 
liie  ground  of  the  long  and  sincere  friendship  whidi  had  snb- 
aisted  between  him  and  Lancelot.  Agrayain  was  inflexible; 
and  Arthur  haying  entered  the  hall  aiMl  demanded  the  cause 
of  this  yiolent  altercation.  Sir  Gawain  retired  with  his  bfo- 
tfaecs  Gaheriet  and  Gueheres,  that  he  might  not  become  aa 
aeeompliee  in  the  action  which  he  so  strongly  disapproyed. 

Arthur,  who  had  hitherto  been  free  fix)m  suspicion,  was 
equally  astonished  and  distressed  at  hearing  that  the  cham- 
pion of  his  throne  was  his  worst  enemy,  and  at  reading  in 
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the  eyes  of  the  wkale  assembly  the  trnfii  aand  notoriety  of  the 
aocuAtion.  But  however  strongly  he  felt  the  wish,  he  was 
mable  to  devise  the  xneaos  of  vangeaace,  which  weae  thus 
a^ggeatad  by  Sir  Agravain: 

^Siz;  ye,  and  all  the  eooxt  bydene,^ 

Wendetli  toaraoow  an-hvntiiig  right ; 
Aad  akhen,  send  word  to  the  queen. 

That  ye  will  dweH  without  all  night. 
And  I,  and  otiwr  twelve  knights  keen. 

Fall  privily  we  shall  as  <kgfat; 
We  shdll  him  have,  withouten  ween,* 

ToBioirow,  or  any  day  be  light." 

fhis  treadierous  project  was  immediately  carried  into  ess- 
txAiaa.  Guenever,  perfectly  off  her  guard,  sent  the  usual 
summons  to  Sir  Lancelot;  and  the  knight,  though  warned  by 
^  Bohort  and  other  Mends  to  beware  of  Agravain,  could  not 
lefrain  from  aceepting  so  pleasing  an  invitation;  nor  could 
he  be  persuaded  to  carry,  to  such  a  meeting,  the  apparently 
useless  incumbrance  of  a  shield  and  coat  of  mail.  He,  how- 
ever, took  his  sword,  which  he  concealed  imder  his  night- 
gown, and  arrived,  apparently  un^scovered,  at  the  queen^s 
^Ntftment :  but  scarcely  was  he  locked  in  the  embraces  of  his 
mistress,  when  he  heard  at  the  door  the  voices  of  Sir  Agra- 
vain  and  Sir  Modred;  who  loudly  accusing  him  of  treason, 
tauntingly  added,  that  the  means  of  escape  were  now  effec- 
tually prevented.  Guenever  was  half  dead  with  apprehen- 
sion; but  Lancelot,  finding  his  situation  so  desperate,  started 
from  the  bed,  enveloped  his  left  arm  in  his  gown,  seized  his 
sword  in  his  right,  suddenly  set  open  the  door;  and,  when 
one  only  of  his  adversaries  bad  rushed  in,  as  suddenly  closed 
it.  The  armed  knight  advanced  against  him  as  to  an  easy 
victory,  but  at  the  first  blow  fell  lifdess  at  his  feet. 

The  knight  that  Launcelot  has  slain. 

His  aimure  found  he  fidr  and  bright; 
Hastily  he  hath  them  off  drayne,' 
And  therein  himselfe  dight. 
^*  Now  know  thou  well.  Sir  Agrawayne. 
Thou  prisons  me  no  more  to-night!*' 

>  Forthwitlu  '  Without  doubt.  Drawn. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


168  £ARLY   £N Gi;.I8H>  XETBICAI.  KOHAKCSS. 

Oat  then  sprang  he  with  miclde  main, 
Himself  ayenst  them  all  to  fight. 
The  battle  was  now  quickly  decided.  The  treachenyos 
Agravain  was  the  first  yictim;  his  ten  companions  soon  fA 
aromid  him;  and  Sir  Modred,  escaping  in  time,  ran  off  to  the 
king  with  the  news  of  the  ill  success  ^mich  had  attended  tlieir 
stratagem.  Lancelot  hastened  to  Sir  Bohort,  related  his  ad- 
Tcnture,  spent  the  remainder  of  the  night  in  assembling  and 
aiming  all  his  friends;  and  at  daybreak  put  himself  at  their 
head,  and  marched  into  the  forest,  after  leaving  a  certain 
number  of  spies  to  bring  him  intelligence  of  the  meaBorea 
which  should  be  adopted  during  Ins  abience. 

Though  Lancelot  had  thus  escaped,  the  queen  still  remained 
in  the  king's  power;  and  as  her  guilt  was  notorious,  his 
council  unanimously  doomed  her  to  we  flames. 
The  fire  then  made  they  in  the  felde; 
Therto  they  brought  that  lady  free; 
All  that  ever  might  weapon  wcdde, 

About  her  armed  for  to  be. 
Gawain,  that  stiff*  was  under  shelde, 

Gaheriet  ne  Gueheres  ne  would  not  see ; 
In  their  chamber  they  them  held; 
Of  her  they  hadde  grete  pit^. 

The  King  Arthur,  like  ilke  tide, 

Gawain  and  Gueheres  for-sent; 
Their  answers  were,  nought  for  to  hide, 

They  nolde  be  of  his  assent; 
Gawain  would  never  be  beside. 

There  any  woman  should  be  brent." 
Gaheriet  and  Gueheres,  with  little  pride. 

All  unharmed  thither  they  went. 

Lancelot,  as  might  be  expected,  having  received  timely 
intelligence  of  this  event,  determined  to  rescue  his  mistress; 
attacked  the  escort;  carried  her  off,  and  put  all  his  enemies 
to  the  sword.  Unfortunately,  Gawain*s  brothers,  who  had 
disdained  to  bear  arms  on  such  an  occasion,  and  were  conse- 
quently quite  defenceless,  were  involved  in  the  indiscriminate 
massacre. 

At  the  news  of  this  slaughter,  the  mind  of  Arthur  was 
•  *  StroDg.  «  Burnt. 
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.  equallj  agitated  by  the  opposite  aentimenta  o£  fury  and  con- 
steniatioii;  while  the  umartunate  Qawain,  who  had  hitherto 
been  guided  only  by  his  oompaaaioii  for  the  queen  and  friend- 
ship for  Lancelot,  now  gave  hunaelf  up  to  sentiments  of  deadly 
hatred  and  revenge  against  the  authors  of  this  outrage. 
Rushing  into  the  room  where  his  murdered  brothers  were 
deposited,  he  threw  himself  on  their  bodies,  and  solemnly 
swore  that  no  peace  or  truce  should  erer  take  place  between 
him  and  Lancelot,  until  that  innocent  blood  should  be  ex- 
piated by  the  death  of  his  enemy  or  by  his  own.  In  the 
mean  time  that  enemy  was  scarcely  more  at  his  ease,  being 
wen  acquainted  with  the  noble  and  manly  but  implacable 
mind  of  Sir  Gawain,  whom  he  had  irreparably  though  unin- 
tentionally injured,  and  therefore  aware  of  the  fiital  conse- 
quences tiiat  must  ensue.  But  the  die  was  now  cast.  He 
retired  to  his  strong  castle  of  lajoyeuae  garde^  and,  dispatch- 
ing messengers  in  all  directions,  soon  collected  a  large  and 
weU-appointed  army;  while  Arthiu:  on  his  part  sent  to  collect 
an  his  Tassals,  and  prepared  to  shed  the  best  blood  of  the 
country  in  the  prosecution  of  this  unfortunate  and  unnatural 
warfiire. 

Sir  Lancelot,  who,  Ihough  perfectly  confident  in  the 
strength  of  his  troops,  was  still  desirous  of  preventing  the 
cffiision  of  blood,  determined  to  make  a  last  effort  for  peace, 
and  to  dispatch  a  damsel  to  the  royal  camp,  to  declare  *'  that 
the  accusation  of  Agravain  was  Mae,  and  that  he  was  ready 
to  maintain  this  assertion  against  all  who  might  gainsay  it." 

The  maiden  is  ready  for  to  ride, 

Li  a  full  rich  aparaylment. 
Of  samyte*  green,  with  mickle  pride, 

That  wrought  us  in  the  orient,' 
A  dwarf  shaU  wende  by  her  side ; 

Such  was  Launcelot's  conmiaundemcnt. 
So  were  the  manners  in  that  tide. 

When  a  maid  on  message  went. 

This  embassy,  however,  was  rejected  with  disdain;  and  the 
king,  having  collected  all  his  forces,  marched  to  the  castle  of  la 
joyeuse  garde^  which  he  blockaded  on  all  sides.     The  strength 

A  rich  silken  staff.  '  All  dresses  of  extnordinary  splendour  and  mag* 
nificenoe  are  represented  in  oar  romances  as  coming  from  the  East. 
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jof  4te  walls  asd  of  ihe  gmriiwii  predttAed  tiie  poadbflify  <tf 
«ii  aaaault;  but  dmmg-u&vemAoeB.  weeks  of  useless  siege,  die 
kiiKgttid  Sir  Cbnrain  duljadvouned  to  the  walls,  kcoosizig  Sir 
JauoeLwt  of  treason  aadeomrdiee,  and  defying  him  to  a  txM 
af  «tiaigtk  in  tke  fidd;  whilst  tke  kmgfat  cedmlj  answered, 
ihat  they'  woald  better  diow  tkeir  wisdom  bj  reUnqixidiing  a 
fhttdeas  attempt,  and  by  i^Kuring  llie  many  brave  men  on  botii 
aides,  wlio  were  peifectly  nniatetested  in  tibe  qnaird.  Snt 
fiaheat  and  Lyond  were  leas  tolerant  than  flieir  eommander, 
mtd  at  their  entreaty  he  was  at  length  brought  to  accept  the 
mitim.  r^ieated  diaUenge.  A  dreadfid  battle  ensned,  in  wiuch 
Monbers  were  dain  on  both  ndes;  and  Sir  Lionel  was  mi- 
faacsed  and  daagenMisly  wonaded  by  Oawain;  while  I^medot, 
overthrowing  dl  who  opposed  him,  seemed  to  lide  liiroi^ 
4ihe  raniEs  for  the  sole  purpose  of  sepancting  liie  most  obstinale 
oaaniiatnnts,  and  of  sto^ng  tiie  general  camage. 

The  king  was  erer  near  beside, 

And  hewe  on  him  with  all  his  mayn. 

And  he  so  courteous  was  that  tide,^ 
O*  dint  that  he  nolde  smite  again. 

Bohort  de  Cannes  sai^ht  at  last. 

And  to  the  king  then  gan  he  xide; 
And  on  his  helm  he  hit  so  fast 

That  near  he  lost  all  his  pride. 
The  stede's  rigge  under  him  brast," 

That  he  to  ground  fell  that  tide ; 
And  sith  then  wordys  loud  he  cast 

With  Sir  Launcelot  to  chide. 

*'  Sir,  shaltow  *  all  day  suffer  so 

That  the  king  shall  thee  assail  ? 
And  sith  his  herte  is  so  thro,* 

Thy  courtesy  may  not  avail? 
Batailles  shal  there  never  be  mo. 

An  thou  wilt  do  by  my  oounsail; 
Giveth  us  leave  them  all  to  slo, 

For  thou  hast  vanquished  this  bataillef  * 

•*  Alas,"  quod  Launcelot,  "  wo  is  me. 
That  ever  should  I  see  with  sight, 

1  Thit  time.     *  One.     *  The  hone's  back  broke  or  burst  aadflr  bia* 
*  Shalt  thoa.  »  Eager,  A.  S. 
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Befas  mb  him  onfaoned  be. 
The  jioUe  king  that  made  ne  kniglrt  P  * 

He  was  then,  to  eomteaoB  and  free, 
13ttt  dowK  off  kia  stede  iie  light;* 

The  king  therecm  then  hflrses  lie. 
And  bade  him  flee,  gif  that  be  mi^. 

Wben  the  king  was  boned  i^re, 

Laimeelot  lookys  be  vpoii. 
How  oourteaj  was  in  bim  nMre 

Huul  erer  was  in  any  mon. 
He  thongbt  on  things  ^tbai  bad  been  ore,* 

The  tean  from  bis  efen  ran; 
He  said,  ''Alas,"  with  sigfaing  sore, 

''That  ev^  yet  this  war  b^ian!" 

Ibe  batde,  however,  atill  continued,  till  botb  parties  were 
aoBfidled  by  lassitude  and  by  the  approadi  of  night  to  wi&- 
dnw:  and  sath  was  the  raaoour  of  Arthur,  that  the  contest 
WM  renewed  on  the  following  day;  when  the  victory,  after 
much  bloodshed,  being  gained  by  &t  Lancelot,  and  Gawain 
and  Sir  Bohort,  who  had  engaged  in  sin^e  combat,  being 
both  womided,  the  siege  was  at  length  ahaadoiied,  and  Arthur 
letired  to  make  fresh  preparadons. 

Such  was,  it  seems,  the  cdebrtty  of  tins  war,  that  it  ulti- 
mately reached  the  ears  of  the  Pope;  and  die  bishop  of 
Rochester,  being  then  at  Eome,  received  the  commands  of 
bu  holiness  to  repair  to  Arthur  and  to  Lancelot,  with  direc- 
tions that  the  latter  should  consent  to  restore  the  qoe^i,  that 
the  former  should  receive  her  into  &Your,  and  that  in  case  of 
Iheir  non-compliance  the  whole  kingdom  should  be  laid  under 
"tibe  pap^  intcoidict.  Both  parties  professed  equal  submissuw 
Id  Ihe  injunctions  of  their  spiritual  fiither ;  and  the  only  eon- 
Akms  required  by  Sir  Lancelot  were,  that  the  bishop  should 
Mlenmly  pledge  himself  fcMr  the  queen^s  safety,  and  procure  a 
safe-conduct  for  bim  to  the  king,  that  he  might  lead  her  to 
coort  with  due  ceremony,  and  see  her  reinstated  in  all  her 
famer  honours.  These  terms  were  readily  conceded  by 
Arthur,  and  an  early  day  was  appointed  for  the  processLcn. 
Lamicelot  and  the  queen  were  cledde 
In  robes  of  a  ricm  wede, 
'  Ali^^ted.  s  For  «e,  t.e.  Move;  tliore for  thefs. 
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Of  samyte  white,  with  silver  shredde, 

Ivoiy  saddle,  and  white  stede; 
Saumbues '  of  the  same  thredde. 

That  wrought  was  in  the  heathen  thede,' 
Launcelot  her  bridle  ledde. 

In  the  Romans  as  we  rede." 

The  other  knights,  eyerichone. 

In  samyte  green  of  heathen  land. 
And  their  kirdes,  ride  alone; 

And  each  knight  a  green  garland; 
Saddles  set  with,  rich  stone; 

Each  one  a  branch  of  olive  in  hand. 
All  the  field  about  hem  shone;  | 

The  knightes  rode  full  loud  singand.  j 

Sir  Lancelot,  having  formally  restored  the  queen,  attempted 
to  exculpate  both  her  and  himself;  but  Arthur,  as  might  be      I 
supposed,  was  more  offended  than  softened  by  such  a  justifi- 
cation. 

Then  bespake  him  Sir  Gawain, 
That  was  hardy  knight  and  free, 
'*  Launcelot,  thou  may  it  nought  with-sayn. 
That  thou  hast  slain  my  brethren  three! 
Forthy,  shall  we  prove  our  main. 

In  field,  whether  shall  have  the  gree.^ 
Or'  either  of  us  shall  olher  slayn, 
Blithe  shall  I  never  be  !*' 

Lancelot,  having  vainly  urged  in  reply,  that  Agravain  had 
fallen  the  victim  of  his  own  treachery,  and  that  the  other 
brothers  had  owed  their  death  to  an  unfortunate  accident, 
and  by  no  means  to  his  orders,  again  addressed  himself  to  the 
king,  and  inquired  whether  he  was  now  to  consider  all  hopes 
of  an  accommodation  as  absolutely  desperate?  Arthur  replied 
in  the  affirmative.  He  then  asked,  whether,  on  his  promise 
to  renounce  immediately  his  English  possessions,  to  retire 
into  Britany,  and  never  more  to  return,  he  might  be  assured 
of  a  safe  conduct,  and  of  being  left  in  the  tranquil  possession 
of  his  foreign  dominions;  and  was  told  that  his  departure. 

>  Saddle-cloths.  '  Lend,  nation,  A.  S.  *  The  tenn  Ronum  was  applied 
to  signify  the  French  language,  in  which  most  of  the  old  romanoes  were 
origioally -written.    *  Degree;  the  prize.     *  Ere,  until. 
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shonld  be  unmolested :  bat  Gawain  added,  that  he  would  do 
well  to  prepare  all  his  means  of  defence,  as  the  royal  army- 
was  abeadj  assembling,  and  would  speedily  be  embarked  to 
attack  him  id  his  own  territory. 

Lancelot,  after  this  unsuccessful  conference,  retired  to  his 
castle,  assembled  his  most  zealous  friends ;  marched  them  to 
Caerleon,  and  embarked  for  Britany,  where  he  was  received 
with  enthusiann  by  his  long-neglected  subjects.  He  b^an 
by  rewarding  the  services  of  those  who  had  constantly  fol- 
lowed hia  fortunes ;  he  invested  Sir  Bohort  with  the  kingdom 
of  Gannes ;  bestowed  on  Lyonel  the  crown  of  France,  for- 
metiy  called  Qaul ;  on  Hector  des  Manus  the  sovereignty  of 
his  own  dominions;  and  divided  amongst  his  other  friends 
the  whole  of  the  lands  at  his  disposal,  reserving  to  himself 
Httl&more  than  the.  strong  city  and  castle  of  Benwick,  which 
he  plentifully  supplied  with  provisions,  and  secured  by  a 
select  and  numerous  garrison. 

In  the  mean  time  King  Arthur,  fully  aware  of  the  import- 
juioe  and  danger  of  the  enterprise  which  he  was  about  to 
undertake,  convened  his  council,  and  represented  to  them  the 
necessity  of  choosing  a  viceroy  to  govern  his  dominions 
dnring  his  absence ;  and  the  unanimous  choice  of  his  barons 
having  fidlen  on  his  nephew  Modred,  he  willingly  confirmed 
their  nomination,  marshalled  his  army,  and  embarked  in  pur- 
nit  of  his  enemy.  After  a  prosperous  voya^  he  landed  on 
the  coast  of  Britany ;  wasted  the  oounti^  dunng  his  progress 
with  fire  and  sword ;  and,  learning  that  Sir  Lancelot  had  shut 
himself  up  in  his  capital,  finally  encamped  his«azmy  at  a  short 
distance  from  the  dty. 

Lancelot  now  called  a  council  of  war  to  deliberate  on  his 
ftiture  operations.  Sir  Bohort,  Sir  Galahad,  and  Sir  Brade- 
nuttns  advised  an  immediate  attack  on  the  enemy  in  the  open 
field  ;^  Sir  Lyonel  recommended  a  defensive  war ;  and  Lance- 
lot himself  not  only  supported  the  latter  opinion,  but  even 
proposed  to  send  a  new  embassy  to  Arthur,  with  such  propo- 
mIs  ashe  could  not,  in  common  justice,  venture  to  reject. 
The  maid  vnis  fiill  sheen*  to  shew. 

Upon  her  steed  when  she  was  set; 
Her  parayl*  all  of  one  hue,  f 

Of  a  green  velvet; 
iBemtiliiL  sAppareL 
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Ih  her  nsnu  a  bfSDMsi  ii6W, 
Fop  why  that  nw  naa  ^ooM  her  lei; 

Therdby  Bsen  mewMgigera  knew. 
In  ostes^  when  that  men  them.  BRt 

The  king  was  locked  in  a  field 

By  a  river  broad  and  dreghe';. 
A  while  she  hoved'  and  beheld ; 

Pavilyons  were  pight*  on  high ; 
She  saw  there  many  comely  teld,' 

With  pommelles*  bright  as  goldis  b^he;f 
On  one  hyng'  the  kingis  shield ; 

That  payyloun  she  drew  her  nigh. 

Being  accosted  by  Sir  Lucan  the  boteler,*  she  was  intio- 
dnoed  into  the  great  hall  of  the  ro^  tent,  where  Arthur  was 
seated  with  Sir  Gawadn,  and  falling  on  her  knees  deliTeied 
her  credentials.  She  then  explained,  rerbaUy,  the  tenns 
which  she  was  ordered  to  propose,  yiz,  '*  that  a  tmce  should 
be  condttded  for  twehe  months,  dnring  which  the  eontendiBg' 
parties  should  anrange  the  conditions  of  a  definitive  peace;  on 
the  conchisioiL  of  wUeh,  Lancelot  promised  to  repair  to  the 
Holy  Land,  and  to  pan  the  vemaiBder  of  his  days  in  acta  of 

deroUuu." 

Arthur  wMMwed  all  bis  barons  to  ddiberate  on:  Aese  paro- 
posals,  whi^  he  was  personaUy  desiroos  of  aeceptmg,  aanl 
which  they  xaumamoiuiy  omcnvried  in  approvxag;  bnt  t£e  xm- 
plaeable  Sir  Garwain  sterofy  dedarod,  that,  **  widlst  the  binod 
of  his  brethren  wm  uBotoned,  he  was  determined  to  Inteit  to 
no  accommodation :  that,  if  llie  king  thought  fit  to  retire;  he 
wwM  singly  prosecute  the  qnarrel,  with  the  aid  of  snch 
friends  as  miglrt  be  indneed  to  follow  him ;  but,  that  the*  king 
would  do  weU  to  reooillect  tiiat  the  eanse  in  whidi-  AgraWdn 
had  fidlen  a  saerifiee  was  perscnial  to  his  majesfy;  and  that 
the  other  brottoia  had  been  mmdiiefed  in  oonseqaeDee  of  thefir 
obedience*  to  l&e  topi  nandMe,  od  an  oceaaien  whidk  tbey 
utterly  disuppiwed.'*  Axikat  could  not  withstand  these 
aivuments.  The  uaumLOgsr  was  diamiaBed;  the  proposals 
rejected;  and  botJi  potties  preparedr  for  a  war  of  estemmuu 
tion 

?AimlM,  'Long.    "Waited.   « Pitched,  'l&eoted.   'Ballior knobs.* 
Ctmm,9aR  'Hang.  *  BafSkm     ' 
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Gawain  was  per£ee%  aw«e  that  nothiiii^  mm  to  be  hoped 
from  an  assault,  and  that  the  city,  if  reducible  at  all,  could 
only  be  taken  bj  famine ;  but,  at  least,  he  could  gratify  his 
resentment  by  daily  insulting  his  enemy :  and  so  grating  were 
these  insults,  that,  though  they  could  not  overcome  the 
patience  of  Sir  Lancelot,  they  daily  brought  forward  the  bold- 
est of  his  champions.  These  successiv^y  engaged  in  single 
combat  with  their  pertinacious  and  proToldng  assailant,  and 
were  successively  overthrown,  and  many  of  Utem  grievously 
wounded,  by  the  superiority  of  his  skill  and  strengdi ;  whilst 
such  were  lus  prace  and  good  fortune,  that  during  six  months 
be  constantly  escaped  unhurt  from  these  encounters.  But  his 
soul  thirsted  for  ^e  blood  of  Sir  Lancelot ;  and  this  patient 
adyersary  was  at  leiq^  compelled  in  honour  to  accept  the 
challenge. 

The  lord  that  great  was  of  honour. 
Himself,  Sir  Launcelot  du  Lake, 
Above  the  gates,  upon  tiie  tower. 
Comely  to  the  king  he  spake: 
'*  My  locd,  God  save  your  honour  !* 
He  ia  woe  now,  mr  your  sake^ 
Against  thy  kin  to  stand  in  stomr*: 
But  needs  I  most  this  battle  take.** 

We  have  already  seen  that  Sir  Gawain,  thou|;h  always  suf- 
ficiently formidable,  possessed,  by  the  benediction  of  heaven, 
the  peculiar  privilege  of  becoming  douUy  strong  from  under^ 
time  (nine  o*clodc  in  llie  morning)  till  noon ;  and  of  this 
necoliarity  Sir  Lanedot  was  well  aware.  He  therelbre  exerted 
his  utmost  dull  in  parrying  the  blows  of  his  adversary,  till  he 
was  compelled,  by  a  necessary  reg^tod  fbs  his  own  safety,  ta 
sens  an  advantage  ol&red  bj  Gawain'a  inconsiderate  fbry, 
sad  to  employ  fais  whole  strength  in.  a  blow  wkieh  tccmiBatsd 
HieooBAsst 

Uvoagh  the  hetnr,  into  the  heved, 

Was  ksrdy  Gawain  wounded  sov 
mat  unoetfi^was  him  life  leafed ; 

Ob  fbcflt  might  he  no  fiffther  go. 
SBtwi|^t[y'h]B  sword  about  he  fvujped^ 

Ibr  ever  ht  was  both  keen  and  ibn^i 

\»^oucdf^  »EiB«r. 
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Launoelot  then  Um  lyand  leaved. 
For  all  the  world  he  nolde  him  alo. 

Launoelot  then  drew  on  dryhe,' 
His  sword  was  in  his  hand  drawn ; 

And  Sir  Gawain  loud  gan  cry, 

^'  Traitour  and  coward,  come  again ! 

"When  I  am  whole,  and  going  on  hie. 
Then  will  I  prove,  wiui  might  and  main ; 

An  yet,  an  thou  wouldest  nigh  me  nigh. 
Thou  shalt  well  wete  I  am  not  slain !" 

*'  Gawain,  while  thou  might  stiffly  stand. 

Many  a  stroke  of  thee  I  stood ; 
And  I  forhare  thee,  in  every  land, 

For  love,  and  for  the  kingis  blood. 
When  thou  art  whole,  in  heart  and  hand, 

I  rede'  thee,  turn  and  change  thy  mood ! 
While  I  am  Laimcelot,  and  man  livand, 

God  shielde  me  from  workes  wode  !' 

^*  But  have  good  day,  my  lord  the  king. 

And  your  doughty  knightes  all ! 
Wendeth  home,  and  leave  your  warring ; 

Ye  win  no  worship  at  tms  wall! 
An  I  would  my  knights  out  bring, 

I  wot  full  sore  rue  it  ye  shall ; 
My  lord,  therefore  think  on  such  thing. 

How  fele  folk  therefore  might  &11." 

•  With  these  words,  Lancelot  calmly  retired  into  the  city; 
while  Gawain  was  conveyed  to  his  tent,  and  consigned  to  uie 
care  of  the  king's  phjrsicians. 

The  wound  was  so  severe,  that  during  the  first  fortui^t 
his  recovery,  was  very  doubtfol :  at  len^h,  however,  he  was 
restored  to  health,  and  with  it*  to  his  implacable  desire  4£ 
vengeance.  A  second  time  he  forced  Lancelot  into  the  field, 
and  a  second  time,  after  a  long  and  doubtful  conflict,  was 
brought  to  the  ground  by  his  gaUant  enemy,  whom  he  vainly 
tried  to  provoke  by  reiterated  menaces  and  insults  to  fdllow 
up  his  blow,  and  to  rid  him  of  a  life  which  was  solely  devoted 
to  one  &tal  purpose.    The  sword  had  accidentally  struck  him 

•Btek;«taflistanpe.         "Cousel.        .*Madwoiki. 
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on  the  place  of  his  foarmer  wound.  His  pain  was  greater,  and 
his  recoveiy  slower  than  before ;  and  he  was  still  unable  to 
cany  arms, — when  an  unexpected  piece  of  intelligence  com- 
pelled Arthur  to  abandon  his  enterprise  against  Sir  Lancelot, 
and  to  return  with  all  speed  to  England. 

That  false  traitour  Sir  Modred, 

(The  kinge*s  foster-son  he  wes, 
And  eke  his  own  son,  as  I  read. 

Therefore  men  him  for  steward  ches. ') 
So  falsely  hath  he  England  led, 

Wete  vou  well,  witi^outen  lese. 
His  emeis'  wife  would  he  wed : 
.    That  many  a  man  rued  that  rese. 

As  there  was  at  that  time  little  regular  communication 
between  distant  countries,  and  as  no  event  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  require  the  dispatch  of  a  special  messenger  had 
oocnried  at  the  siege  of  Benwick,  Modred,  who  had  tasted 
the  sweets  of  power,  and  was  in  possession  of  the  royal  trea- 
sury, determined  to  spread  a  report  of  his  uncle*s  death;  and, 
having  succeeded  in  this  artifice,  summoned  an  assembly  of 
the  principal  lords,  and  obtained  from  them  his  own  election 
to  the  throne.  During  the  festival  of  his  coronation,  which 
took  place  at  Canterbury,  he  contrived  to  purchase  a  number 
of  partisans  to  his  cause,  whom  he  dispatched  to  the  coast 
with  orders  to  levy  troops,  and,  in  the  event  of  Arthur*s 
retom,  to  oppose  force  by  force.  He  next  proceeded  to  Win- 
chester, where  he  procured  such  a  number  of  adherents,  that, 
finding  his  power  solidly  established,  he  resolved  on  marrying 
Guenever,  whose  beauty,  it  seems,  was  stUl  a  necessary  or- 
nament to  the  court  of  a  British  sovereign.  But  the  artful 
qnoen,  having  obtained  a  fortn^ht's  respite,  tmder  pretence 
of  arraying  herself  with  greater  magnificence  at  the  approach- 
ing wedding,  made  her  escape  to  London,  and,  shutting  her- 
scft  up  in  the  Tower  with  a  strong  garrison  of  her  friends, 
had  the  courage  to  set  at  defiance  the  utmost  efforts  of  the 
usurper. 

As  Modred  was  by  no  means  disposed  to  relinquish  his 
purpose,  but  lost  no  time  in  besieging  his  intended  bride,  the 
archbishop  of  Canterbury  now  thought  it  his  duty  to  inter- 

>  Choie;  adecCed.  «  Unde'i. 
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fere,  and  marching  in  a  solemn  procossion,  preoeded  bf  the 
crucifix,  towards  the  Tower,  made  an  excellent  haruigiie  to 
the  new  king,  reproaching  him  with  his  incestuous  intentioiia. 
Unfortunately,  however,  the  object  of  this  advice  luid  yerj 

little  respect  for  the  church. 

<' Ah!  nice>  derk!"  saidModred,  <*then, 

Trowest  thou  to  wain  me  of  my  will? 
By  Him  that  for  us  suffered  pain. 

These  wordes  shalt  thou  like  fiill  ill! 
Widi  wild  horse  thou  shalt  be  drayn. 

And  hanged  high  upon  a  hill! *' 
The  bishop  to  flee  then  was  fidn. 

And  suffered  him  his  follies  to  fulfill. 
Then  he  him  cursed  with  book  and  bell 

At  Canterbury  £ur  in  Kent; 
Soon  when  Modred  heard  thereof  tell. 

To  seek  the  bishop  hath  he  sent. 
The  bishop  durst  no  longer  dwell; 

But  gold  and  silver  hath  he  hent;* 
There  was  no  longer  for  to  spell, 

But  to  a  wilderness  he  is  went. 

LnckUj  for  Guenever,  the  strength  of  the  Tower  rendered 
her  mere  cesential  service  than  the  imprecations  of  the  poor 
mnUtMuyp;  and  her  persecutor  was  compelled  to  relinqnidi 
hm  siege,  for  the  purpose  o£  taking  the  necessary  precautions 
against  his  nucleus  invasion. 

.  In  Aust,  Arthur  had  used  all  possible  expedition.  He 
shertlj  arrived  with  his  fleet  off  Dover,  where  he  beheld  witii 
astonishment  a  large  army  of  his  former  subjects  prepared  to 
oppose  his  landing;  and  no  sooner  had  he  reached  the  shore, 
than  his  galleys  were  attacked  with  such  impetuosity  that  he 
lost  many  of  his  best  troops  before  he  could  effect  their  dis- 
eodbaikation.  Amongst  tlie  slain  was  the  "  good  Qawain," 
who,  though  '^  sick  and  sore  unsound,''  so  as  to  be  unable  to 
bear  the  pressure  of  his  helmet,  had  called  for  his  armour, 
and,  encountering  the  first  rage  of  the  assailants,  had  been 
killed  by  a  blow  on  the  head  at  the  beginning  of  the  conflict. 
Arthnr,  however,  ignorant  of  his  ne^ew's  Site,  succeeded  in 
his  attack,  made  a  great  slaughter  of  the  enemy,  and  pursued 

1  FodtiA.  '  Cftogfatt  collected  in  haste. 
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tbem  till  night  on  the  load  to  Canterbury,  where  Modred  was 
posted  with  the  main  body  of  his  army.  On  the  next  morn- 
ing the  rebels  boldly  advanced  to  meet  him,  and  the  hostile 
annies  encomitered  on  Barren-down,^  where,  after  a  bloody 
and  decisive  battle,  Arthur  was  again  victorious.  Here, 
while  occupied-  in  burying  the  dead,  whose  barrows  (as  our 
author  assures  us)  are  still  visible,  he  first  learnt  Ihe  &te  of 
the  illustrious  Gawain,  whose  body  he  caused  to  be  removed 
from  the  galley  where  it  lay,  and  to  be  interred  with  all  poe- 
nhle  pomp  *'  in  a  chapell  amyd  the  quire"  in  the  cathedral  of 
Gsnterbu^;  after  which,  finding  that  Modred  had  retreated 
into  Wales,  he  proceeded  to  the  westward  as  far  as  Salisbury, 
whence  he  issued  his  orders  for  assembling  a  firesh  army, 
whom  he  appointed  to  join  him  at  Whitsuntide,  and  then, 
continuing  his  march,  advanced  stiU  further  into  the  West, 
where  Modred  had  collected  a  large  body  of  forces,  and  was 
again  ready  to  meet  him  in  the  field.  It  was  determined  by 
mutual  consent  that  this  important  battle  shotdd  take  place 
inunediately  after  the  feast  of  the  Trinity;  and  Arthur,  rely- 
ing on  the  well-tried  valour  of  his  veterans,  though  much 
inftrior  in  point  of  numbers,  fondly  anticipated  the  imme- 
diate destruction  of  his  rival,  and  his  own  restoration  to  the 
undisputed  sovereignty  of  Britain. 

But  on  the  eve  of  the  intended  battle  he  had  a  dreadful 
MMMn  (dream);  and  as  the  dreams  of  Arthur  were  often 
more  to  the  purpose  than  his  waking  thoughts,  the  reader 
^  be  pleased  to  see  this  in  the  words  of  the  originaL 

At  n^ht,  when  Arthur  was  brought  in  bed, 
(He  should  have  battle  upon  the  morrow) 

In  strong  swevens  he  was  be-sted. 
That  many  a  man  that  day  should  have  sorrow. 

Him  thought  he  sat,  in  gold  all  gled,* 
As  he  was  comely  king  with  crown. 

Upon  a  wheel  that  fiiU  wide  spread,- 
And  all  his  knightis  to  him  boun.' 

The  wheel  was  ferly*  rich  and  round. 
In  world  was  never  none  half  so  high ; 
ifiiriiBm  Down,  near  Canterbnry.      It  is  still  covered  with  Saxon 
barrovB,  many  of  which  hare  been  opened,  and  show  that  it  was  a  Saxon 
QtBMlery;  hat  there  is  bo  reason  for  supposing  it  the  result  of  a  battle- 
field,     t  Shining;  brilliant.      *  Beady,  obedient,      «  Wonderfully. 
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Thereon  he  sat,  richly  crowned, 

With  many  a  besaunt,  broche,  and  beye.* 
He  looked  down  upon  the  ground, 

A  black  water  under  him  he  seye; 
With  dragons  fele  there  lay  unbound. 

That  no  man  durst  them  nighe  nigh. 
He  was  wonder  feared  to  &11 

Among  the  fiendes  there  that  fought; 
The  wheel  overturned  there  withall. 

And  everych  by  a  limb  him  caught. 
Tlie  king  gan  loud  cry  and  call, 

As  marred  man  of  wit  unsaught' 
His  chamberlains  waked  him  there  wilhall. 

And  wodely'  out  of  his  sleep  him  brought. 
All  night  gan  he  wake 'and  weep, 

WiSi  dreaiy  heart  and  sorrowful  steven ;  * 
And  against  day  he  fell  on  sleep; 

About  him  was  set  tapers  seven. 
Him  thought  Sir  Gawain  him  did  keep, 

With  mo  folk  than  men  can  neven;* 
And  a  river  that  was  broad  and  deep; 

All  seemed  angels  come  from  heaven. 

The  king  was  never  yet  so  £Gdn, 

His  foster-son  when  that  ne  see; 
"  Welcome,"  he  said,  "  Sir  Gawain ! 

An  thou  might  live,  well  were  me ! 
Now,  leve  friend,  withouten  layn,« 

What  are  tho  folk  that  follow  thee?  " 
"  Certes,  sir,"  he  said  again, 

"  They  bide  in  bliss,  there  I  mot  be. 

*'  Lordes  they  wero,  and  ladies  hend. 

This  worlois  life  that  ban  forlorn; 
While  1  was  man  on  life  to  lend. 

Against  their  foen  I  fought  them  fom.? 
Now  find  I  them  my  moste  friend. 

They  bless  the  time  that  I  was  bom; 
They  asked  leave  with  me  to  wend. 

To  meet  with  you  upon  this  mom. 
>  Coin,  buckle,  and  ornament.     *  At  strife.      '  Madly.     *  Voice,  A.  S. 

B  Name.  *  Concealment.  ^  For. 
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**  A  month-day  of  truoe  must  ye  take. 

And  then  to  battle  be  ye  bayn ;  * 
You  oometh  to  help  Launcelot  du  Lake, 

With  many  a  man  mickle  of  main. 
To-morrow  the  battle  ye  must  forsake, 

Or  else,  certes,  ye  shall  be  slain." 
The  .king  gan  wofuUy  weep  and  wake, 

And  said,  "Alas!  this  rueful  rayn!"" 

Arthur,  on  waking,  did  not  fail  to  communicate  to  hi» 
council  the  supernatural  intelligence  and  adyice  which  he  had 
just  received;  and  they  all  concurred  in  the  propriety  of 
postponing  the  battle,  if  it  should  be  possible  to  obtain  the 
consent  of  Modred  for  the  purpose. 

Sir  Lucan,  the  butler,  was  appointed  to  conduct  this  ncgo- 
tiation,  and  repaired,  with  a  hundred  knights  as  his  attend- 
ants, and  with  a  competent  number  of  bishops  as  his  advisers, 
to  the  camp  of  Modred,  whom  they  found,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, extremely  brutal  and  untractable,  but  whom  they 
ultimately  induced  not  only  to  accept  of  a  truce,  but  even  to 
relinquish  the  sovereignty  of  the  island,  on  condition  of  being 
invested  with  an  independent  and  despotic  government  over 
the  two  countries  of  Kent  and  Cornwall,  with  the  further 
anurance  of  succeeding  to  the  throne  after  the  old  king's 
death.  But  he  also  insisted  that  Arthur  should  ratify  thus 
treaty  in  his  presence,  and  before  twenty-eight  knights  as 
witnesses,  fourteen  of  whom  should  attend  each  of  the  con- 
tracting parties,  and  set  their  hands  to  the  convention  in  the 
sight  of  both  armies.  Arthur  readily  acquiesced  in  these 
ooiiditions;  and  the  rival  chiefs,  having  selected  the  stipu- 
lated number  of  attendants,  advanced  to  the  place  of  meeting, 
which  was  a  small  eminence  at  an  equal  distance  from  both 
<!anip6.  But  each  distrusted  the  sincerity  of  the  other, 
^hey,  therefore,  after  marshalling  their  respective  armies, 
separately  gaye  orders,  that  if  on  either  side  a  sword  should 
be  drawn,  the  trumpets  shotdd  instantly  sound  the  charge, 
^d  the  troops  advance  to  the  attack  vdthout  further  inquiry. 

The  terms  of  the  treaty  were  mutually  accepted,  and  the 
accommodation  nearly  concluded,  when  an>  adder  gliding  from 
beneath  a  thorn-bush  suddenly  stung  one  of  the  knights;  who, 

t  Rcadj.  *  Cry,  lonnd. 
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feeling  himself  womided,  drew  his  sword  to  destroy  tbe  rep- 
tile, and  thus  inconsiderately  gave  the  signal  for  battle.  Both 
armies  had  been  equally  desirous  of  peace,  and  both  -were 
incensed  to  madness  by  a  supposed  act  of  treachery  vrhich 
each  imputed  to  the  other.  Hie  conflict,  thus  urged  on  hy 
individual  hatred,  could  only  terminate  in  their  mutual  des- 
truction; and,  at  the  dose  of  this  dreadful  day,  Arthur  found 
himself  supported  by  two  knights  only,  Sir  Lucan  and  Sir 
Bedwer,  both  of  wnom  were  grievously  wounded;  and  Sir 
Modred  stood  quite  alone,  surrounded  by  a  confused  heap  of 
slaughtered  friends  and  enemies.  The  old  king,  losing  all 
recollection  of  his  dream  at  the  sight  of  his  nerarious  rrraL, 
seized  a  spear,  rushed  against  him,  and  pierced  him  through 
the  body;  but  Modred  at  the  same  instant  raising  his  sward 
struck  him  on  the  helmet  with  such  convulsive  strength,  that 
the  weapon  inflicted  a  mortal  wound,  and  Arthur  sunk  in 
a  swoon  to  the  earth.  When  recovered  from  this  fit,  he  ^vras 
conveyed  to  an  adjoining  hermitage ;  but  the  appearance  of  a 
number  of  peasants  from  the  neighbouring  country,  who  ^nrere 
employed  on  the  field  of  battle  in  stripping  the  d^d,  led  his 
friends  to  recommend  a  second  removal.  Sir  Lucan,  hoir- 
ever,  on  attempting  to  take  the  monarch  on  his  back,  suddenly 
expired ;  upon  which,  Arthur  giving  up  all  hope  of  a  fiirthei- 
progress,  called  to  Sir  Bedwer,  and,  delivering  to  him  his  good 
sword  Escalibore,  adjured  him  to  throw  it  into  the  sea,  and  to 
bring  him  back  an  account  of  the  tokens  which  he  should  ob- 
serve in  consequence  of  this  action.  Sir  Bedwer  accepted  the 
commission,  but,  tempted  by  the  beauty  and  excellence  of  the 
sword,  concealed  it  under  a  tree,  and  returned  to  the  king,  to 
whose  question  respecting  what  supernatural  appearanoea  he 
had  noticed,  he  viras  obliged  to  answer,  that  he  had  aeen 
nothing  "but  waters  deep  and  waves  wan."  Though  severely 
reproached  by  the  king  for  his  treachery,  and  stricuy  enjoined 
to  obey  the  command  which  he  had  received,  he  returned  a 
second  time  with  an  equally  unsatisfactory  answer,  after 
having  thrown  the  scabbard  only  into  the  water;  Irat  the 
indignation  and  menaces  of  Arthur,  after  this  second  instenee 
of  deceit,  determined  him  to  return  for  the  third  Hmo  and  to 
execute  his  orders. 

Sir  Bedwer  saw  that  bote  was  best. 
And  to  the  goode  sword  he  went; 
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Into  the  sea  full  far  he  it  kest;' 

Then  might  he  see  what  that  it  meant. 

Here  came  an  hand,  withouteu  rest. 
Out  of  the  water,  and  fair  it  hent; 

And  brandished,  as  it  should  brast,' 
And  sithe,  as  glome*  away  it  glent^ 

To  the  king  again  went  he  there, 

And  said,  "  Lief  sir,  I  saw  a  hand; 
Out  of  the  water  it  come  all  bare. 

And  thrice  brandished  that  rich  brand." 
"  Help  me !  soon  were  I  there!" 

He  led  his  lord  unto  the  strand; 
A  rich  ship,  with  masts  and  oar, 

Full  of  ladies  there  they  fand.* 

Tlie  ladies,  that  were  fair  and  free. 

Courteously  the  king  gan  they  fong; 
And  one,  that  brightest  was  of  blee/ 

Weeped  sore,  and  handes  wrung. 
"  Brother,"  she  said,  "  wo  is  me; 

From  leeching  hast  thou  been  too  long : 
I  wot  that  greatly  grieyeth  me. 

For  thy  painis  are  full  strong!" 

Sir  Bedwer,  thus  separated  from  his  master,  of  whom  he 
Wamt  at  parting  that  he  was  goin^  to  the  isle  of  Avalon,  is 
hopes  of  finding  a  remedy  for  his  wounds,  continued  to 
vmder  through  the  forest  tUl  near  day-break,  when  an  on- 
UBoally  brilliant  light  directed  his  steps  to  a  small  chapei 
•fining  to  a  hemitage.  This  was  the  retreat  of  the  prans 
tfdihidiop  who  had  been  persecuted  by  Modred.  He  was  on 
his  knees  before  a  newly-erected  tomb  of  gray  marble,  on  the 
top  of  which  was  laid  an  empty  bier  smToonded  by  a  hundred 
wax  torches.  Sir  Bedwer,  when  tiie  good  man  had  finished 
his  devotions,  inqiured  who  was  buried  in  that  tomb,  on  which 
he  observed  an  inscription  in  ffolden  characters;  when  the 
hemit  replied,  that  he  had  not  hitherto  attended  to  that  cir* 
cmnstance,  his  curiosity  having  been  suspended  by  his  anxiety 
1o  fulfil  the  sacred  duties  recommended  to  him.  How  this 
tnnb  had  been  suddenly  cosurtmcted  he  knew  not;  but,  abewt 
■ndnight  the  bier  had  been  brought  by  a  company  of  ladi^ 

'OiBt    •Bunt.    •  lightmng.    ^Glided*    •  Vsimd.    •Conpinte. 
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who,  with  their  own  hands,  had  buried  the  bodj  which  it 
supported,  had  left  an  offering  of  immense  value,  and  had 
directed  him  to  pray  incessantly  for  the  soul  of  the  deceased. 
Sir  Bedwer  now  examined  the  inscription,  and,  finding  that 
the  dead  body  was  that  of  Arthur,  requested  leave  to  share 
the  pious  office  with  the  good  bishop;  from  whont,  alter 
making  himself  known,  he  readily  obtained  an  admission  into 
the  holy  order  of  which  the  prelate  had  lately  taken  the  habit. 

In  the  mean  time  Queen  Guenever,  who,  as  we  have  seen, 
had  foimd  an  asylum  in  the  Tower,  having  learned  the  fata, 
effects  of  the  war,  retired  to  a  nunnery  at  Ambresbury,  where 
she  took  the  veil,  together  with  five  of  her  &vourite  attend- 
ants. Such  was  the  state  of  things  when  Sir  Lancelot,  who, 
on  first  hearing  the  tidings  of  Modred's  rebellion,  had  deter- 
mined to  assist  the  king  with  all  his  forces,  arrived  with  a 
large  fleet  at  Dover. 

The  first  information  which  he  received  on  landing  was 
sufficient  to  convince  him  that  he  had  come  too  late  for  most 
of  his  purposes.  The  death  of  Sir  Gawain,  the  battle  of 
Barren-down,  and  the  subsequent  destruction  of  the  royal  and 
rebel  armies,  were  certain:  but  of  the  queen  it  was  only 
known  that  die  had  quitted  the  Tower;  the  place  of  her  re- 
treat, and  the  motives  of  it,  were  not  ascertained.  She  might 
perhaps  still  want  his  assistance :  at  all  events,  it  was  neces- 
sary that  he  should  learn  her  wishes  and  intentions,  to  which 
his  own  were  always  subordinate.  He  therefore  resolved  to 
depart  alone  in  quest  of  Guenever;  and,  having  summoned  his 
brother  Hector,  and  his  cousins  Bohort  and  Lyonel,  directed 
them  to  wait  for  his  return  for  fifteen  days ;  after  which,  they 
might  dispose  of  the  army  as  they  should  judge  most  expe- 
dient. 

Accident  led  him  to  the  very  spot  which  contained  the 
mistress  of  his  heart.  Almost  extenuated  with  fisdigae  and 
hunger,  he  entered  the  cloister  at  Ambresbury  in  search  of 
food,  and  was  instantly  rec(^nised  by  Guenever,  who  fell  down 
in  a  swoon  on  his  appearance.  When  recovered  by  the  care 
of  the  abbess  and  of  me  nuns,  who  hastened  to  her  assistance, 
aiid  were  followed  by  the  knight,  she  pointed  him  out  as  the 
person  whose  &tal  affection  for  her  had  eventually  produced 
all  the  miseries  hy  which  the  country  was  afflicted.  She  tiien 
addressed  herself  to  Lancelot, 'and  adjured  him  instantly  to 
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quit  her  presence,  ledt  he  should  retard  the  arrival  of  that 
trBnquil  gtate  of  mind  which  she  hoped  by  the  grace  of  God  to 
acquire,  and  which  might  enable  her,  by  a  &ithM  discharge 
of  the  severe  duties  now  imposed  on  her,  to  make  her  peace 
with  Heaven,  and  to  expiate  the  enormous  transgressions  of 
her  former  life.  By  returning  to  his  own  country,  by  pro- 
tecting his  subjects  from  foreign  war  and  from  domestic 
Qnnumy,  by  tranisferring  to  a  wife  those  vows  from  which  she 
wiUingly  released  him,  he  might  yet  expect  many  years  of 
happiness  founded  on  virtue  and  innocence ;  and  to  this  hap- 
piness, if  the  prayers  of  a  sincere  penitent  were  of  any  avail, 
she  yet  hoped  to  contribute.  Lancelot  replied  that  their 
guilt,  whatever  was  its  extent,  had  been  mutual,  and  must 
require  from  both  the  same  expiation;  that  his  decision  was 
thmfore  involved  in  hers;  and  that,  after  bidding  her  an 
etenud  fiirewell,  he  should  immediatelv  repair  to  some  hermi- 
tage, and  pass  the  remnant  of  his  days  m  &sting  and  in  prayer. 
He  then,  as  a  last  &vour,  requested  a  parting  kiss;  which 
she  very  wisely  withheld,  bestowing  on  him  m  its  stead  a 
moral  admonition,  which  was  much  more  likely  to  confirm 
him  in  his  pious  resolution. 

StiU  pursuing  his  journey  in  the  same  direction,  he  arrived 
at  an  extensive  forest,  through  which  he  wandered  without  a 
determinate  object,  till  the  sound  of  a  chapcl-bell  at  last 
<lirected  him  to  the  same  hermitage  which  already  contained 
Sir  Bedwer  and  the  archbishop.  Here,  after  listening  to  a 
circumstantial  account  of  Arthur's  death,  he  received  absolu- 
tioafrom  the  holy  prelate,  and  was  solemnly  invested  vrith  the 
monastic  habit;  and  a  very  few  weeks  elapsed  before  the 
pious  congr^ation  was  increased  by  the  addition  of  Sir 
Bohort  and  four  of  his  companions,  who,  when  the  fleet  was 
%  sent  back  to  Britany,  had  set  off  in  quest  of  their  commander. 
Sir  Lyonel,  with  fifty  knights,  who  had  undertaken  the  same 
quest,  had  been  treacherously  murdered  on  their  passage 
through  London.  Sir  Hector,  having  also  departed  in  search 
of  his  brother,  took  the  northern  road,  and  long  wandered 
over  the  country  to  no  purpose. 

During  seven  years.  Sir  Lancelot,  who  after  a  proper  novi- 
ciate was  ordained  to  the  priesthood,  distinguished  himselt 
by  a  life  of  the  most  active  and  exemplary  piety;  but,  at 
length 
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It  fell,  against  an  even-tide. 

That  Launcelot  sickened  sely  sare :' 
Hie  bishop  he  cleped'  to  his  side. 

And  all  his  fellows  less  and  mare. 
He  said,  ''Brethren,  1  may  no  longer  abide; 

My  baleful'  blood  of  life  is  bare; 
What  boot'  is  it  to  hele^  and  hide? 

My  foul  flesh  wiU  to  earth  &re!* 

f'But,  brethren,  I  pray  you  to-night, 

To-morrow,  when  ye  find  me  dead. 
Upon  a  bier  that  ye  will  me  dight,7 

And  to  Joyous-garde  then  me  lead. 
For  the  love  of  God  Allmight, 

Bury  my  body  in  that  stead : 
Some  time  my  troth  therto  I  plight; 

Alas!  me  fbr-thinketh'  that  I  so  did!" 

*' Mercy,  sir,"  they  said  aU  three, 
"For  His  love  that  died  on  rood, 
Giff  any  evil  have  grieved  thee. 

It  is  but  heaviness  of  your  blood! 
To-morrow  ye  shall  better  be! 

When  were  ye  but  of  comfort  good?  " 
Merrily  spake  all  men  but  he, 

But'straight  unto  his  bed  he  yode,* 
And  deped  the  bishop  him  untU, 

And  shrove  him  of  his  sins  dean,  &c. 

The  holy  brethren  then  retired  to  their  repose,  bat  woe 
wakened  before  day  by  strange  shouts  of  exidtation  uttered 
by  the  sleeping  bishop,  who,  being  with  difficulty  reoovend 
firom  his  slumber,  assured  ^e  brethren  that  he  had  seen  l&e 
soul  of  Lancelot  ascending  to  heaven  under  an  escort  of 
«« thirty  thousand  and  seven  angels.''  The  astonished  and 
somewhat  incredulous  hearers,  having  lighted  a  candle,  ap- 
proadied  the  bed  of  the  knight;  and,  finding  him  quite  stdT 
and  cold,  no  longer  doubted  &e  truth  of  the  vision. 

Afier  five  days  employed  in  watching  the  body,  and  in 
redtang  the  service  for  the  dead,  they  proceeded  to  execute 
the  last  commands  of  their  Mend,  and  conveying  him  oil  a 

'  Very  or  wretohedly  lordy.    *  Called.    *  EtA.     *  Hdp ;  advaatme. 
*  Conceal.      *  Go.     ^  Prepare.     '  Repents.      *  Went. 
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bier,  anriTed  after  a  fortnight's  march  at  hi  Joyeiue  Garde. 
Here  they  interred  him  with  due  solemnitv;  and  here  Sir 
Hector,  after  his  tedious  quest,  had  the  good  fortune  to  assist 
in  praying  for  the  soul  of  his  brother,  after  whose  example  he 
rmounced  the  profession  of  arms,  and  assumed  the  monastic 
halMt.  On  their  return,  they  stopped  at  the  conyent  of  Am- 
bresbnry,  where  they  learnt  that  Guenever  had  died  within  a 
fbw  days  of  Sir  Lancelot;  they  therefore  took  charge  of  the 
body,  which  they  deposited  by  the  side  of  Arthur  in  the 
diapel  of  their  hermitage,  which,  receiving  successire  addi- 
tions of  holy  men,  gradually  grew  up  into  die  flourishing  and 
celebrated  monastery  of  Glastonbury. 

llie  lamentations  which  attended  these  melancholy  events 
being,  in  the  metrical  copy,  rather  insipid,  have  been  omitted 
in  our  extract,  which  we  shall  close  by  the  speech  of  Sir 
Bohort,  as  given  in  Malory's  prose  compilation.  '*  And  now 
I  dare  say — ^that.  Sir  Lancelot,  ther  thou  lyest,  thou  were 
never  matched  of  none  earthly  knight's  hands.  And  thou 
were  the  curteist  knight  that  ever  bare  shielde.  And  tbou 
were  the  truest  freende  to  thy  lover  that  ever  bestrode  horse; 
and  thoa  were  the  truest  lover,  of  a  synful  man,  that  ever 
loved  woman.  And  thou  were  the  kindest  man  that  ever 
stroke  with  swerde.  And  thou  were  the  goodliest  persMi 
dat  ever  came  amonge  prece  (crowd)  of  knyghtes.  And 
thou  were  the  meekest  man  and  the  gentillest  that  ever  eate 
in  hal  among  ladies.  And  thou  were  the  sternest  knight  to 
thy  mortall  foe  that  ever  put  spere  in  the  rest! '" 

'  Tbere  is  a  very  corkms  and  Taluable  •Uiterathre  romanoe  under  the 
nae  title  as  the  present,  and  detailing  the  last  scenes  of  the  eventftil  life 
of  King  Arthor  at  very  great  length.  It  is  preserved  in  a  MS.  in  the 
library  of  Lincoln  Cathedral,  and  extends  to  seTeral  thousand  Unes. 
Tine  romance  has  been  published  by  Mr.  Halliwdl,  4tO|  1847. 
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INTRODUCTION  TO  GUY  OF  WARWICK, 


This  work,  with  the  title  of  "The  book  of  the  most  Tictorious 
prince  Guy  Earl  of  Warwick,"  was  printed  by  William 
Copland,  without  a  date,  but,  as  Bitson  tells  us,  bdbre  1567; 
and  reprinted,  according  to  the  same  author,  before  157L 
Where  the  latter  edition  exists  I  know  not;  of  the  former 
there  is  a  copy,  but  very  imperfect,  in  Garrick's  collection, 
and  a  second,  which  is  perfect,  in  the  library  of  the  Duke  of 
Roxburgh,^  who  purchased  it  at  the  sale  of  the  late  Mr.  Stee- 
Tcns.  The  printed  woric,  however,  is  extremely  rare,  haTing 
been  superseded  by  a  modem  abridgment  in  prose,  or  rather 
perhaps  in  blank  verse  printed  like  prose,  which  is  to  be 
found  at  almost  every  stall  in  the  metropolis. 

A  most  beautiful  and  perfect  MS.  of  this  poem  is  preserved 
in  the  library  of  Caius  college,  Cambridge,  and  another  in.  the 
Public  Library  Ff.  ii.  38 ;  but  the  most  curious  and  ancient 
are  two  fragments  contained  in  the  Auchinleck  MS.  at  Edin- 
burgh, of  iidiich  I  have  availed  myself,  as  &r  as  possible,  in 
the  following  abstract." 

Quy  of  Warwick  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  ancient  and 
popular,  and  no  less  certainly  one  of  the  dullest  and  most 
tedious  of  our  early  romances ;  besides  which,  Mr.  Ritson  has 
taken  some  pains  to  prove  that  no  hero  of  this  name  is  to  be 
found  in  real  histoiy.  It  will  perhaps  be  thought  indi^rent 
whether  such  exploits  as  are  related  of  Sir  Guy  be  attributed 
to  JuHus  Cffisar  or  to  Jack  the  GiantkOier;  but  it  seemed 
natural  to  dass  this  and  the  following  tale  as  Saxon,  because 
they  may  possibly  be  founded  on  some  Saxon  tradition,  and 
cannot  be  reduced  to  any  other  classification. 

The  name  of  our  hero  is  undoubtedly  French;  and  the  only 
Saxon  name  to  which  it  has  any  resemblance  is  that  of  Egils, 
who  did  in  fiict  contribute  very  materially  to  the  important 
victory  gained  by  Athelstan  over  the  Danes  and  their  aUies 

>  It  wai  pnrchafled  at  the  Roxburgh  sale  bj  Mr.  Heber,  for  £4Z  If., 
and  flold  at  Heber's  sale  in  1834,  for  £25.  There  is  also  an  editiM 
withoat  date,  printed  by  John  Cawood. 

*  Printed  by  the  Abbotsford  Club,  4to,  1840. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


IimtODtTCTION  TO  crY   OP  VTA-RVnCK.  189 

at  Bnmanlnu^h ;  and  it  is  not  impossible  that  this  warlike 
foreigner,  beeoming  the  hero  of  one  of  the  many  odea  com- 
posed  on  the  occasion  of  that  much  celebrated  battle,  may 
We  been  transformed,  by  some  Norman  monk,  into  the  pious 
and  amorous  Guy  of  Warwick/ 

Be  this  as  it  may,  the  talc,  in  its  present  state,  has  the 
appearance  of  being  composed  from  the  materials  of  at  least 
two  or  three,  if  not  more,  romances.  The  first  is  a  most 
tiresome  love-story,  which,  it  may  be  presumed,  originally 
ended  with  the  marriage  of  the  fond  couple;  to  this,  it  should 
Mem,  was  afterwards  tacked  on  a  series  of  fresh  adyentures 
indented  or  compiled  by  some  pilgrim  from  the  Holy  Land ; 
and  the  hero  of  this  legend  was  then  brought  home  for  the 
defence  of  Athelstan,  and  the  destruction  of  Colbrand.  Sir 
Heraud  of  Ardenne,  we  know,  is  the  hero  of  a  separate 
nnnanoe;  and  so  is  Sir  Raybum;  yet  it  is  certain  that  the 
doll  and  heavy  compilation  which  the  reader  is  about  to 
encounter  was  written,  in  French  at  least,  as  early  as  the 
thirteenth  century,  and  translated  in  the  beginning  of  tbe 
fourteenth :  so  that  Warton  is  evidently  mistaken  in  supposing 
that  it  was  partly  copied  fit>m  the  Gesta  Romanorum,  which, 
by  his  own  admission,  was  composed  at  a  much  later  date. 

Sir  Guy  is  quoted  by  Chaucer  as  one  of  the  ronumees  of 
frice;  but  the  hero  of  Warwick  has  a  much  warmer  panegy- 
rist in  one  of  our  early  historians,  whose  words  are  quoted  m 
the  note  below,  and  who  has  introduced  an  apparently  exact 
translation  of  the  romance  into  the  very  exordium  of  his 

Perhaps  it  may  be  necessary  to  apologize  for  the  length  of 
^  extract  from  the  romance  of ''  Guy  and  Colbrand,"  written 
in  twelve-line  stanzas,  and  contained  in  the  Auchinleck  MS. 
But  the  editor  saw,  or  thought  he  saw,  in  that  performance 
a  d^ree  of  spirit  and  animation  which  formed  a  striking  con- 
trast with  the  usual  monotony  of  the  minstrel  compositions. 

*  The  original  romance  is  in  Anglo-Norman,  and  its  history  was  given 
it  length  in  a  paper  by  Mr.  Wright,  read  at  the  British  Archseological 
Association,  1847. 

*  Sed  quia  bistoria  dicti  Guidonis  cunctis  seculis  laudabili  memoria 
fiommendaDda  est,  in  prasenti  bistoria  immiscere  curari,  &c.  Hen.  da 
Koygfaton  ap.  Hist.  Ang.  Scriptores  x.  p.  2321. 
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BoHAKD  was  one  of  the  most  powerful  nobles  in  England ; 
imitinff  in  his  own  person  the  earldoms  of  Warwick,  of 
Ox^a»  and  of  Rockingham.  He  was  brare,  wise,  and  libcsaL 
He  had  an  only  daughter,  named  Felice,  whose  numerow 
perfections  are  thus  described : 

Genial  she  was,  and  as  demure 

Ab  ger-fiiuk,'  or  falcon  to  lure. 

That  out  of  mew  were  y-drawe.' 

So  fiiir  was  none,  in  sooth  sawe!* 

She  was  thereto  courteous,  and  free,  and  wise. 

And  in  the  seven  arts  learned  withouten  miss. 

Her  masters  were  thither  come 

Out  of  Thoulouse,  all  and  some.^ 

White  and  hoar  all  they  were; 

Busy  they  were  that  maiden  to  leve.* 

And  they  her  lered  of  astronomy. 

Of  ars-metrick,*  and  of  geometry; 

Of  sophistry  she  was  also  witty; 

Of  rhetorick,  and  of  other  clergy. 

Learned  she  was  in  musick : 

Of  clergy?  was  her  none  like. 

It  will  immediately  occur  to  the  reader  that,  if  it  be  no 
longer  usual  to  compare  the  modest  and  unassuming  demean- 
our of  a  virgin  to  the  demureness  of  a  bird  of  prey,  this  may 
posnbly  arise  from  our  being  less  familiar  than  our  anceston 
were  with  the  moral  habits  of  ger-felcons.  But,  as  it  is  not 
obviously  requisite  that  a  young  countess  should  become  an 
Mtvcmomer,  a  geometrician,  imd  a  sophist,  it  may  not  be 
ii^pertinent  to  observe,  that  a  knowledge  of  all  the  libend 
arts  was  considered  as  essential  to  a  proficiency  in  medicine 
(an  attainment  absolutely  necessary  to  all  ladies  in  the  times 
of  chivalry) ;  and  that  the  medical  professors  of  Thoulouse,  as 

*  A  kind  of  large  falcon.  •  Drawn.  *  In  tmthful  speech.  ^  AU  md 
Mne,  i.e.  ererj  one.    '  To  teach.    <  Arithmetic.     7  Science;  leamin;. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


GiTT  OT  wAxyncx.  191 

well  as  tfacMie  of  Spain,  owed  maeh  of  their  celefarity  to  their 
vanooB  attainments  in  sdenoe. 

Perhaps  astronomy,  or  rather  astrology,'  might  be  of  use, 
by  enahlmg  the  practitianer  to  foretel  the  effect  of  medicines, 
idddi  owed  mnch  of  their  virtue  to  the  benignant  influence 
of  the  stars;  and  this  science  supposes  some  acquaintance 
with  arithmetic  and  geometry.  As  to  sophistry  (i.  e.  logic), 
ihefenic,  and  the  other  dergy^  it  is  at  least  probable  that  they 
mtt^  do  no  harm. 

While  this  extraordinary  union  of  beauty  and  science  in 
te  penon  of  a  wealthy  heiress,  gave  unusual  splendour  to 
te  court  of  Rohand,  the  foundations  of  his  power  were  solidly 
Mtabliahed  by  the  martial  Tirtnes  of  his  knights,  and,  above 
dl,  by  the  abilitiee  and  inflexible  int^rity  of  Segard  of  Wal- 
liagfinrd,  his  steward  and  counsellor.  The  proudest  barons  of 
the  bnd  respected  the  laws  of  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  enforced 
as  Ihey  were  by  the  virtuous  Segard,  who  punished  every 
insolter  of  his  patron*s  authority. 

And  with  strength  him  nim^  wolde, 
Though  he  to  ScotLmd  sue'  him  sholde. 
Though  a  man  bare  an  hundred  pound. 
Upon  hhn  of  gold  so  round, 
There.nas  man  in  all  this  land, 
That  durst  him  do  shame  no  schonde.' 

Segard  had  a  son  named  Guy,  who,  having  been  educated 
anoBg  the  pages  of  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  was  raised  to  the 
hoBoor  of  being  his  principal  cupbearer,  and  who  soon 
increased,  by  his  own  meiit,  the  favour  and  popularity  for 
whidi  he  was  originally  indebted  to  his  Other's  services. 
Segard  had  inspired  him  with  the  warmest  zeal  for  the  in- 
terests of  his  master;  nature  had  given  him  a  beautiful  person, 
vwomnum  strength  and  activity,  and  undaunted  courage ;  a 
teer.&ther  (preceptor)  perfectly  versed  in  all  the  exercises 
«f  dnvalry,  tibe  celebrated  Heraud  of  Ardenne,  had  taught 
him  tfie  mysteries 

Of  wood  and  river,  and  other  game — 

of  hawke  and  hounde. 

Of  estrich-fidcons*  of  great  mounde  ;^ 

^  like.    «  Folloir.    •  Diihonoiir.    «  Probably  the  largest  ijplooiis,  mch 
u  were  capable  of  deslroying  the  ostrich.     '  Sixe. 
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vhich,  added  to  grace  and  address  at  ''bordis,"  (tabka),  at 
tournaments,  and  at  chess,  formed  all  the  necessary  qualifica- 
tions of  a  hero. 

Such  was  the  state  of  Rohand's  court  when  he  was  caHed 
upon  to  celefarate,  according  to  annual  custom,  the  feast  of 
Pentecost. 

This  splendid  ceremony,  which  drew  together  all  the  no* 
bility  of  the  country,  began  by  the  celebration  of  high  : 


which  was  followed  by  a  sumptuous  banquet,  to  which  agam 
succeeded  the  amusements  of  the  chase,  or  of  dancing.  Hie 
following  days  (for  the  great  festivals  of  the  year  geneFB% 
occupied  a  whole  fortnight)  were  marked  by  justs,  and  tour- 
naments,  and  other  warlike  diversions,  as  well  as  by  hawkii^ 
and  hunting ;  each  day,  however,  being  ushered  in  by  eode- 
nastical  solemnities,  and  followed  by  the  pleasures  of  the 
table.     On  these  occasions,  says  our  minstrel, 

Everich  maiden  chose  her  love, 

Everich  knight  his  lemman^ 

Of  the  gentu  maiden  wimman. 

Guy  had  taken  his  station  near  the  Earl,  when  he  received 
his  orders  to  repair  to  the  apartment  of  Felice,  and  to  sapet" 
intend  the  service  of  the  ladies  during  dinner.  With  this 
order  he  readily  complied;  and,  being  dad  in  a  silken  kirtfe 
which  showed  to  the  greatest  advantage  the  symmetry  of  his 
form,  acquitted  himseLT  of  his  office  with  so  much  grace  and 
address,  as  to  captivate  the  affections  of  all  the  beauties  who 
beheld  him,  and  even  to  attract  the  notice  of  Felice  herself 
On  his  presenting  her  the  water  to  wash,  greeting  her  at  the 
8ame  time  on  the  part  of  her  fitther,  she  could  not  forbear 
ftx)m  asking  his  name,  nor  from  expressing  her  satia&ction  at 
the  sight  of  a  youth  who  was  alr^uiy  known  to  her  by  repit 
tation.  Ghiy,  gazing  on  his  beautiful  mistress,  whom  he  now 
8aw  for  the  first  time,  almost  forgot  to  answer  the  encomiums 
she  paid  him,  and  was  utterly  inattentive  to  the  amorooi 
glances  of  the  thirty  ladies  by  whom  he  was  surrounded. 

When  it  became  necessary  to  take  his  leave,  he  hastened 
to  his  own  chamber  to  give  way  to  his  new  sensations;  and, 
perceiving  that  his  affections  were  unalterably  fixed  on  an 
object  which  he  supposed  it  utterly  impossible  to  attain,  gave 
himself  up  to  despair.  That  respect  for  his  lord  whidt 
>  Mistress.    See  Halliwell's  Dictioniiy,  p.  513. 
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Segud  had  so  carefully  instilled  into  him,  forced  him  to  suffer 
in  silence,  though  it  was  not  sufficient  to  repress  the  pre- 
somptnous  wishes  he  had  formed.  The  distance  between  a 
TssBal  and  his  suzerain  was  such,  that  immediate  death, 
attended  with  every  circumstance  of  ignominy,  might  pro- 
bably succeed  the  avowal  of  his  passion.  He  therefore  strug- 
gled with  it  till  the  conclusion  of  the  festival;  when,  inca- 
pable of  subduing  a  sensation  which  gradually  undermined 
his  health  and  strength,  he  determined  to  declare  himself  to 
bis  mistress,  and  to  receive  his  final  sentence  at  her  hands. 

Felice  having  returned  an  answer  ftill  of  disdain,  the  un- 
fortunate Gruy  retired  to  his  chamber,  determined  to  make  no 
further  efforts  for  the  preservation  of  a  life  which  he  consi- 
dered as  no  longer  of  any  value.  At  the  end  of  seven  days 
and  seven  nights  his  disease  had  increased  to  such  an  alarm- 
ing extent,  that  the  whole  court  were  thrown  into  conster- 
nation; and  £arl  Rohand,  by  whom  he  was  tenderly  loved, 
dispatched  to  liim  his  most  learned  leeches  (physicians),  with 
orders  to  spare  no  pains  for  his  recovery. 

Clerkes  ben  to  him  y-go;* 
Ouy  they  find  black  and  bio :' 
They  asked  him  where  his  evil  stoder 

But  Guy's  answers  being,  as  might  be  expected,  enigma- 
tical, the  leeches  were  utterly  unable  to  alleviate  a  complaint 
with  whose  nature  and  origin  they  were  perfectly  unac- 
quainted, though  they  agreed  in  prognosticating  that  its  ter- 
mination would  be  speedy  and  &tal. 

Fortunately  for  their  patient,  Felice  had  dreamed  a  dream, 
in  which  an  angel  had  appeared  to  her,  and  strictly  enjoined 
that  she  shoidd  return  the  young  page*s  affection;  and  this 
vision  had  very  luckily  chosen  for  its  visit  the  very  night 
when  Guy,  thinking  himself  nearly  at  the  point  of  death,  had 
resolved  to  make  one  more  effort,  and  either  to  procure  a 
more  gracious  answer,  or  to  expire  at  the  feet  of  his  mistress. 

With  great  labour,  and  after  frequent  fainting  fits,  he  at 
length  made  his  way  to  an  arbour  in  her  garden,  to  which  she 
habitually  resorted,  and,  after  making  her  a  long  and  pathetic 
address,  feU  down  in  a  swoon,  from  which  one  of  the  female 
attendants  of  this  haughty  beauty  with  difficulty  recovered  him. 

*  Gone.  ■  Lirid. 
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Hiat  maid  yede  to  him  weepind. 
And  (hij  well  sore  bemened;  ^ 
**  By  God  of  heayen ! "  ^e  said, 
^  ich  were  as  fidr  a  maid. 
And  as  rich  king's  daughter  were, 
As  any  in  this  world  are, 
And  he  of  my  loye  under-nome'  were. 
As  he  is  of  thine,  in  strong  mannere, 
And  he  wold  me  so  lore  yeme,* 
Me  think  I  no  might  it  him  nought  wem !  * 

Felloe,  iliough  she  reproved  her  maid  for  a  facility  which  is 
f^ipAt^Trt^  &tiu  to  her  sex,  was  not  insensible  to  this  proof  of 
Guy^s  affection;  and  even  condescended  so  fiu:  as  to  promiie 
that  when  he  should  have  received  the  order  of  Imi^thood, 
and  niDved  his  valour  in  a  suitable  number  of  tournaments 
and  oattles,  she  should  be  ready  to  avow  him  as  her  lover, 
and  even  to  reward  him  with  the  present  of  her  hand. 

This  fiivourable  answer  recalled  him  to  life;  and  tibe  pro- 
sress  of  his  convalescence  was  so  rapid,  that  he  appeared  m  a 
&w  days  at  court,  to  the  astonishment  of  his  friends,  in  fnO 
health  and  strength;  and,  &lling  on  his  knees  before  Rohsnd, 
earnestly  requested  to  be  admitted,  if  he  were  judged  worthy 
of  BUfoh  an  honour,  to  the  order  of  knighthood.  Tlie  earl 
seadily  seceded  to  his  wishes,  and  gave  orders  for  tiie  ode- 
bntion  of  11»e  ceremony  with  all  possiUe  solemnity  at  the 
approaching  Ibstival. 

It  was  the  holy  Trinity 

The  eazl  dubbed  Sir  Guy  so  fiee: 

And  with  him  twenty  good  gomes,* 

Knishtes  and  barones  sons. 

Of  cloth  of  Tars,*  and  rich  oendale,' 

Was  the  dobbing  in  each  dele,* 

The  pavis*  all  of  fur  and  gris,^^^ 

The  mantels  were  of  midde  price. 

With  rich  armour  and  good  stedis. 

The  best  that  were  in  land  at  nedis ; 

fiemoftaed.     *  Undertaken,  i.  e.  occnpied  by.     *  Eagerly.     «  Wnif 
prohibit.    *  Men.     *  Tharsia.     ^  A  sort  of  thick  silk.     *  In  every  part. 
•  Perhape  a  sort  of  short  doak  thrown  orer  the  left  am.     Farob,  in  Ike 
Treadk  dictionaries,  is  interpreted  a  kind  of  buckler  or  large  sbieht 
^  Gray  fbr,  next  in  yalne  to  ermine. 
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Better  was  Sir  Guy  y-diglit. 

Than  he  was  an  empNeror's  son,  I  plight:' 

So  nMj  dubbed  as  was  be. 

Was  never  man  in  tint  oontzee. 

The  ceremony  over,  Guy  hastened  to  Felice,  whom  be  now 
hoped  to  find  more  docile  to  bis  wishes;  but  the  lady  coolly 
obflerred  to  bim  that  the  mere  name  of  knight  was  no  acces- 
sion  of  merit,  and  that  before  be  could  claim  the  performance 
of  her  promise,  it  was  necessary  that  he  should  fulfil  the 
conditions  on  which  it  was  made,  by  acbiering  such  adren- 
tores  as  should  render  bim  worthy  of  ber  af^tion.  Sir  Guy, 
inU  of  submission,  again  retired;  and,  repairing  to  his  fiither, 
signified  to  him  his  intention  of  passing  without  delay  into 
lionreign  countries,  for  the  purpose  of  proving  bis  valour.  Se- 
gard  could  not  refuse  his  consent  to  such  a  reasonable  pro- 
posal; but,  confidii^  bim  to  the  care  of  the  valiant  Heraud, 
to  whom  he  added  Sir  Thorold  and  Sir  Urry,  two  knights  of 
approved  valour,  and  assignii^  him  a  xetiniie  suitable  to  his 
rank,  and  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  gave  bim  his  paternal 
benediction,  and  dismissed  him. 

Sir  Guy  and  his  companions,  having  embarked  at  the 
nearest  port,  arrived,  after  a  short  and  prosperous  passage,  in 
Normandy,  and  proceeded  without  delay  to  Rouen,  the  capital 
of  the  province.  Observing  preparations  for  the  immediate 
celebration  of  a  magnificent  festival,  tbey  summoned  their 
host,  to  inquire  the  nevrs  of  the  place;  and  were  informed,  to 
their  great  joy,  that  a  tournament  had  been  proclaimed,  and 
was  to  be  bolden  on  the  foUovring  day,  in  honour  of  Blanchc- 
fleur,  a  maiden  of  exquisite  beauty,  daughter  of  Beiffnier, 
emperor  of  Germany.  A  considerate  number  of  knights, 
already  signalised  by  manj  previous  exploits,  were  arrived 
for  the  purpose  of  contendmg  for  the  prise,  which  consisted 
of  a  m^- white  fikloon,  a  white  horse,  and  two  white  grej- 
hoonds;  besides  which,  tlie  victor  became  entitled  to  daim 
ibe  band  of  the  princess,  imless  be  should  have  pfeviously 
chosen,  in  bis  own  country,  the  lady  of  his  affections. 

Sir  Gny,  who  was  OTerjoyed  at  this  intelligence,  haviog 
fint,  according  to  the  invanable  custom  of  chivalry,  presented 
a  b^utiful  poSOrey  to  his  host  as  a  reward  for  the  good  news, 

>  I  pvomiBe  you. 

o  2 
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immediately  set  off  for  the  toumament  He  gaooeaeinfy 
overtlirew  Gaire,  the  son  of  the  emperor;  Otho,  duke  oi 
Pavia;  Reignier,  duke  of  Sessoyne  (Saxony);  the  duke  of 
Lowayne  (Louvain) ;  and  many  others :  while  Heraud,  Tho- 
rold,  and  Urry,  on  their  parts,  distinguished  themselves  bj 
unhorsing  their  several  antagonists.  On  the  two  following 
days  the  superiority  of  Sir  €hiy  was  no  less  manifest;  and  at 
the  conclusion  of  tiie  tournament,  the  prize  was  unanimously 
allotted  to  the  valiant  knight  of  Warwick. 

With  that  came  a  sergeant  prickand,' 

Gentil  he  was,  and  well  speakand. 

To  Sir  Guy  is  he  come. 

And  him  he  gret  atte  frome.' 
**  Thou  art  chosen  chief  in  price 

Of  all  this  country,  forsooth  iwis.' 

For  thou  hast  won  the  toumament, 

Ich  make  thee  here  this  present 

From  the  maiden  Blanche-fleur, 

That  is  my  lordes  daughter  the  emperour. 

The  ger-fiEiulk,  and  tlie  steed  also, 

The  two  greyhoimds  thereto. 

And  eke  her  love  with  them! 

But«  thou  hast  a  fidrer  lemman. 

She  that  is  the  tower  within. 

To  day  thou  mayest  her  love  win.'* 

Well  courteously  answered  Guy, 
"  Beau  sire,"  he  said,  "  grammercy ! 

Ich  imderfong^  this  present. 

And  thank  her  that  thee  hi^er  sent. 

Her  druerie'  ich  imderfong. 

Her  knight  to  be  withouten  wrong,"  &c. 

At  the  same  time  he  presented  to  the  messenger  a  rich  suit 
of  armour  and  a  sum  of  money,  as  a  mark  of  respect  to  the 
beautiful  Blanche-fleur,  and  (dismissed  him :  after  which,  he 
dispatched  two  of  his  attendants  into  England,  with  orders  to 
commend  him  to  Bohand  and  his  £ur  daughter ;  and  to  lay  at 
their  feet  the  trophies  of  his  victory.  Without  staying  any 
longer  in  Normandy,  he  proceeded  into  '*  tea  lands,"  travelling 

>  lUding  quickly.      >  Immediately.  A.  S.      •  Certainly.      «  Unless. 
^  Accept  '  Friendship.  A.  S. 
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through  Spain,  Almayn,  Lombardy,  and  the  more  distant 
parts  of  Europe;  attending  every  tournament;  gaining  the 
prise  in  all ;  and  establishing  his  &me  as  one  of  the  most 
valiant  and  accomplished  knights  in  Christendom.  At  the 
coadusion  of  a  year,  his  £riend  Heraud  observed  to  him,  that, 
having  been  every  where,  he  might  now,  with  a  safe  con- 
science, return ;  and,  Cruy  being  of  the  same  opinion,  it  was 
agreed  that  they  should,  on  me  next  morning,  set  off  for 
England,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  themselves  at  the  court 
of  Athelstan,  their  natural  sovereign. 

After  a  short  stay  in  London,  where  they  were  received 
with  the  greatest  kindness  by  the  Saxon  monarch,  Sir  Guy 
and  his  companions  returned  to  Warwick,  to  the  great  joy  of 
Segard  and  his  wife,  who  had  been  long  impatient  to  hail  the 
snival  of  a  son  whose  reputation  was  now  universally  esta- 
blished. Rohand  received  him  with  his  accustomed  kindness, 
and  all  his  court  vied  with  each  other  in  their  expressions  of 
gratolation :  but  Guy,  tearing  himself  from  the  embraces  of 
lus  friends,  and  even  from  the  arms  of  his  parents,  eagerly 
soQ^t  an  opportunity  of  throwing  himself  at  the*  feet  of 
Felice ;  from  whom  he  now  thought  himself  fully  justified  m 
expecting  an  explicit  avowal  of  tenderness. 

It  were  much  to  be  wished,  for  the  honour  of  the  wise  mas- 
ters of  Thoulouse,  that,  after  instructing  the  fair  Felice  in  the 
Mven  liberal  arts,  they  had  also  taught  her  the  art  of  know- 
ing her  own  mind.  But  her  scruples  were  not  vet  satisfied. 
Sne  represented  to  Sir  Guy,  that  he  had,  indeed,  obtained  a 
place  amongst  the  most  renowned  knights  in  Christendom, 
but  that  he  was  not  yet  universally  admitted  to  be  matchless 
<ad  unrivalled ;  and  that,  until  he  should  have  attained  the 
yerj  pinnacle  of  gloiy ,  though  she  should  be  proud  to  acknow- 
ledge him  as  her  knight,  she  would  never  consent  to  give  him 
her  hand,  at  the  risk  of  plunging  him  in  sloth,  and  of  extin- 
puslung,  amidst  the  pleasures  of  marriage,  that  noble  spirit 
of  chivalry  by  which  he  was  so  much  endeared  to  her. 

Sir  Guy,  whose  education  had  not  been  so  scientific  as  that 
ef  hiB  mistress,  was  unable  to  answer,  or  even  to  understand 
^^  extreme  refinement :  but  he  was  a  lover,  and  he  felt  that 
Us  duty  was  implicit  obedience :  he  therefore,  after  remon- 
*^ting  against  the  extravagance  of  her  expectations,  kissed 
^  hand,  took  his  leave,  and,  hastening  to  Earl  Bohand, 
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requested  hia  permission  to  traTel  in  '*  uncouth  lands**  m 
search  of  militair  glory. 

The  good  ean,  astonished  at  this  abrupt  and  nnexpeeted 
request,  after  so  short  a  stay,  urged  every  argament  that 
auction  could  dictate  to  induce  him  at  least  to  delay  his 
departure;  but,  finding  them  ineffectual,  rehictantly  gave  his 
c(msent  to  a  measure,  the  motives  of  which,  as  he  o^ild  not 
discover  them,  he  had  not  the  means  of  combating.  Sir  Guy 
now  proceeded  to  his  fiither  and  mother  with  the  ouBe 
request;  which  he  prefaced  with  all  the  eloquent  reasoaiag 
suggested  by  Felice :  but  the  plain  sense  ci  Segard,  who  was 
not  at  all  in  love,  and  whose  ambition  was  fiilly  satisfied, 
could  not  be  so  easily  perverted. 

"  lief*  son,''  he  said,  "  leave  that  thought ! 

Bv  my  will  shalt  thou  wend  nought. 

Thou  shalt  live  here  with  me ; 

All  the  blither*  will  we  be!" 
"  Leve  son,"  his  mother  to  him  said, 
"  Do  thou  by  thy  &ther*s  rede  !* 

Sojourn  with  us  evermo : 

I  rede  thee,  son,  that  it  be  so. 

Another  year  thou  might  over-fbre :  * 

But  thou  bileve^  1  die  with  care! 

For  we  ne  have  sons  no  mo, 

Gif  thee  we  shall  now  forego ! " 

These  tender  remonstrances  sunk  deep  into  the  heart  of 
Sir  Guy ;  but  the  orders  of  his  inflexible  fiur  one  left  him  no 
alternative.  He  commended  his  parents  to  God,  and  hurxisd 
from  their  presence.  Having  embarked  with  a  hir  wind.  Sir 
Guy,  and  his  faithM  attendsmts  Heraud,  Thorold,  and  Uny, 
arrived  in  Flanders ;  and  again  travelled  in  quest  of  adven- 
ture through  Spain,  Germany,  and  Lombardy,  bearing  away 
the  prize  of  every  tournament,  and  in  every  country  con- 
ciliating the  affections  of  the  inhabitants  by  numberless  ads 
of  generosity.  But  in  returning  through  Itidy  his  good  fir- 
tune  abandoned  him.  Merit  so  transcendent  could  not  fiiil  of 
excitinif  envy ;  and  a  severe  wound  which  he  received  ia  a 
tournament  at  Beneventum  having  in  a  great  measure  in^ 
paired  his  strength,  his  enemies  flattered  themselves  with  the 

sDew.        'Hapyier.        *CmimL       ^  PImi  ovor. 
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hopeB  of  acoompluhing  hb  destruction,  and  laid  a  plot  Ibr  the 
purpose,  the  success  of  which  was  judged  to  be  infulible. 

'Hie  reader  will  remember  that,  amongst  the  knights  whom 
Sir  Guy  overthrew  in  his  first  tournament  near  £>uen,  was 
Otho,  duke  of  Pavia.  This  felon  Duke  had  in  the  first  mo- 
ments of  his  di^race  vowed  vengeance  against  his  conqueror ; 
and  having  witnessed  the  combat  near  Beneventum,  in  which 
Sir  Guy,  though  successful,  was  dangerously  wounded,  con- 
ceived that  the  moment  was  now  arrived  when  he  might 
easily  get  hia  enemy  into  his  power.  Being  apprised  of  the 
route  which  the  English  knight  intended  to  take,  he  sent  for 
Earl  Lombard,  one  of  his  most  fiuthfiil  adherents,  together 
with  fifteen  other  knights  of  approved  courage,  and,  after 
reminding  them  of  the  allegiance  which  they  had  severally 
sworn  to  him,  exacted  a  promise  that  they  would  obey  his 
orders  in  a  point  which  was  essential  to  his  happiness.  He 
then  placed  them  in  ambush  in  a  wood  through  which  Sir 
Guy  was  obliged  to  pass,  and  directed  them  to  &11  on  him 
and  his  followers  by  surprise;  to  kiU  his  attendants  without 
merey ;  but,  if  possible,  to  reserve  him  alive  for  the  purpose 
of  undergoing  a  severer  and  more  lingering  punishment. 
Hie  Italian  knights  accepted  without  scruple  a  commission 
wbieh  they  hoped  to  execute  without  danger. 

Now  Cometh  Sir  Guy  riding. 

Upon  a  mulet  ambling. 

His  wound  him  grieveth  swithe  sore, 

And  smerte  him  ever  the  longer  the  more. 

In  peace  he  weened  for  to  wende ; 

Ac  of  the  traitour  Lumbards  unhend 

The  helms  they  seyen  bright  shine. 

The  steeds  neighen  and  together  whine'. 
"  God!"  quoth  Guy,  "  we  ben  y-nome'! 

AU  we  be  dead  through  treasoun! " 

But  Sir  Guy  was  a  Strang  to  fear ;  and  the  only  effect  of 
a  danger  so  pressing  and  immediate  was,  to  obliterate  in  a 
moment  the  sense  of  his  pain  and  infirmity.  Springing  lightly 
from  his  mule,  he  hastily  put  on  hit  armour,  and  prepax^  to 
&ce  the  enemy;  while  his  faithful  attendants  in  vain  conjured 
him  to  save  hk  life  by  a  timely  retreat,  and  leave  them  to 

1  Wblnij  and  ndgh.  *  Taken. 
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take  the  most  advantageous  position  they  could,  and  to  defend 
it  if  possible  against  the  superior  numbed  of  their  assailants. 

With  that  come  a  Lombard  ride,  ^ 

A  moody  man,  and  full  of  pride. 
"  Guy,"  quoth  he,  "  yield  thee  anon! 

Ye  ben  dead  everidi  one! 

To  the  duke  we  han  truth  plight 

To  bring  him  thy  body  this  night." 

With  t^t  ilk  word,  well  smart 

Ghiy  him  smote  to  the  heart. 

Ne  spared  he  for  no  dreed. 

But  dead  he  felled  him  on  the  mead. 
'*  By  the  truth  I  shall  my  lemman'  3n[eld, 

To  day  nought  shall  thou  thy  truth  held ! " 

Another  Lombard  he  met  anon: 

Through  the  body  the  sword  gan  gon. 
"  Nor  thou,  thou  traitor,  shalt  me  lead 

To  thy  duke  that  is  full  of  quede."' 

Sir  Heraud,  Sir  Thorold,  and  Sir  Uny,  at  the  same  time 
lulled  the  three  knights  who  were  opposed  to  them;  but  the 
stoutest  of  the  Lombards  still  remamed  behind.  Earl  Lom- 
bard, their  leader,  attacked  and  slew  Sir  Urry,  but  was  him- 
self killed  by  Sir  Cruy.  Hugo,  nephew  to  Duke  Otho,  making 
a  toious  stroke  at  Sir  Thorold,  laid  him  dead  at  his  horse's 
feet 

When  Sir  Heraud  he  saw  this. 

That  he  fell  down,  and  dead  he  is, 

For  his  death  he  was  sorry; 

Him  to  awreke^  he  hath  great  hie.* 

Never  yet  so  sony  he  ne  was. 

Toward  Husoun  ne  made  a  ras;  • 

As  a  hound  he  hied  him  fast. 

That  his  prey  would  have  in  haste. 

Through  the  body  he  him  smot 

With  great  strength,  God  it  wot. 

That,  before  the  Lombards  all, 

Off  his  horse  dead  he  gan  fall. 

>  Come  ride,  i.  e.  rode.    The  aoxQiary  verbs  come,  gin,  can,  &c.,  were 
once  in  universal  nse.        *  Mistress.        '  Wickedness,  evil,  mischirf. 
*  Rerenge.  *  Haste.  *  A  swift  pace. 
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Unfortonatelj,  Sir  Ghinter,  one  of  Otho*8  most  formidable 
knights,  seizine  the  moment  when  Heraud  was  off  his  guard, 
struck  him  sudi  a  desperate  blow,  that  ho  fell  bleeding,  and 
apparently  lifeless,  to  Uie  gromid. 

When  Sir  Guy  saw  Heraud  y-felld, 
To-hewen  his  hauberk  and  his  shield;^ 
And  off  his  horse  felled  he  was, 
As  dead  man,  and  lay  on  the  grass. 
And  saw  the  blood  that  came  him  fro. 
Wonder  him  thought ;  and  said  tho,* 
"  Thou!  lording!  to  thee  I  say, 
This  day  thou  shalt  well  sore  abeye'! 
So  mote  ich  ever  word  y-speak, 
My  master's  death  ich  shall  aiivreke. 
And  for  a  coward  ich  hold  thee, 
That  slew  him,  and  let  me  be. 
By  him  that  made  sun  and  moon. 
Thou  shalt  it  wete^  swithe*  soon! 
And  thou  shalt  y-boast  nought 
That  he  is  to  death  y.brought." 

With  these  words  Sir  Quy  spurred  his  steed,  who  rushed 
on  his  enemy  with  such  velocity  ^^  that  fire  under  the  feet 
arose;*'  and  so  terrible  was  the  blow  of  his  rider,  that  Sir 
Ghmter  instantly  sunk,  cloven  from  the  helmet  to  the  pummel 
of  the  saddle.  A  second  stroke  of  his  sword  took  off  the  head 
of  another  Lombard.  But  Guy  was  now  almost  fainting 
through  &tigue  and  pain;  and  his  armour  was  so  completely 
hewed  to  pieces,  that  he  vras  exposed,  almost  defenceless,  to 
tiie  arms  of  his  adversaries.  These,  indeed,  were  now  reduced 
to  two;  but  one  of  them  was  Guichord,  the  bravei^t  of  the 
Lombard  knights,  who  advanced  as  to  a  certain  victozy.  Yet 
such  was  Sir  Guy's  superiority,  that  Guichard,  after  losing  his 
last  companion,  and  receiving  a  dreadful  wound,  was  glad  to 
be  indebted  to  the  imrivalled  swiftness  of  his  horse  tbr  his 
escape  to  Pavia.  Duke  Otho  learnt  with  astonishment  and 
rage  the  escape  of  Sir  Guy,  and  the  destruction  of  his  own 
kmghts;  but  his  intended  victim  felt  deeper  anguish,  while  he 
surveyed,  on  the  field  of  battle,  the  bodies  of  those  fidthful 
friends  who  had  fiillen  in  his  defence. 

*  Hit  coat  of  vudl  and  shield  hewed  to  pieces.    'Then.    *  Suffer  for, 
pay  the  price  of.        ^  Know.        '  Very. 
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''Aksr  beeried, 
'<  For  thy  loTe,  Felice,  ^ou  fiiir  mayS 
The  flower  of  knightB  is  slain  this  day! 
Yet,  for  thou  art  a  woman. 
Canst  thou  nought  be  blamed  fbr-than:* 
For  the  last  ne  be  we  nought. 
That  women  have  to  ground  y-brought!" 

Nothing,  certainly,  but  the  extremity  of  distress  could  hare 
wrung  from  this  courteous  and  loyal  knight  a  sentimoit  so 
derogatory  to  the  honour  of  ladies;  but  it  is  to  be  remembered 
that  Sir  Guy  was  devoted  and  condemned  to  the  search  of 
such  adventures,  against  his  own  wishes,  in  opposition  to  the 
will  of  his  suzerain,  and  in  defiance  of  the  remonstrances  of  his 
parents,  by  the  mere  caprice  of  his  haughty  mistress.  The 
virtues  of  Heraud  and  his  other  friends,  who  had  billowed  him, 
without  remonstrance  or  murmur,  through  so  many  unneoessaiy 
dangers;  the  friendly  expostulations  of  Earl  Rohand;  and  tl^ 
pathetic  complaints  of  S^ard  and  his  mother,  at  once  assail 
him,  and  he  &lls  into  a  swoon,  exclaiming, 

"  Whoso  nil!  nought  do  by  his  Other's  rede, 
Oft  sithes  it  &lleth  him  quede!*" 

But  the  reflection  occurred  too  late.  After  many  frniHen 
lamentations,  he  went  in  search  of  a  hermit,  to  whom,  after 
making  him  a  present  of  *^a  good  steed,''  he  recommended  the 
bodies  of  Sir  Ihorold  and  Sir  Urry.  From  that  of  Heravd  he 
could  not  s^Murate  himself;  he  therefore  placed  his  aged 
preceptor  on  his  own  horse,  and  proceeded  slowly  with  him  to 
a  neighbouring  abbey ;  where,  having  related  to  the  abbot  the 
story  of  his  misfortunes,  and  promised  a  liberal  remuzientioB 
to  himself  and  his  brethren,  in  return  for  the  most  faononiaUe 
bvffial  that  they  could  bestow  on  his  friend,  he  consi^ined  the 
body  to  their  care,  and  retired  to  the  cave  of  a  hermit,  vdndi 
he  discovered  at  no  ^reat  distance,  for  the  purpose  of  having 
his  wound  healed,  without  running  the  risk  of  a  discovery 
from  the  vigilant  malice  of  Duke  Quo.  As  soon  as  his  cure  ws 
completed  he  passed  into  Pole  (Apulia),  and  from  thence  iolo 
Saxony,  the  residence  of  Duke  Reignier,  by  whom  he  was  most 
hospitably  and  honourably  received.  After  this,  meaning  to  le- 
tuxn  stnught  to  England,  he  travels  into  Burgundy,  then  gp- 
I  Maid.  tTherefoi«*  •  EriL 
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Tenied  b^  duke  Mikm,  where  he  distmguishes  himself  in  yalour, 
andhis  bberality  to  poor  knights  and  to  captives.  During  his 
residence  in  this  country  he  discoTers,  to  his  inezpressihle 
joj,  his  friend  Heraud  disguised  as  a  pabner. 

The  abbot,  of  whom  ich  erst  have  teDd, 

Heihaud  with  great  ruth  beheld. 

He  did  beaienlds  bodey 

Into  a  chamber  to  disarray. 

A  monk  of  the  house  beh^  him 

Body  and  heved,  and  eadi  limb; 

Thiue  monk  a  surgeon  was. 

The  virtue  he  knew  of  many  a  grass. 

The  wound  he  beheld  steadbstlich. 

That  in  his  body  was  grieslich;^ 

By  the  wounde  he  saw,  iwis. 

That  to  death  wounded  he  nis;* 

And  saw  that  he  him  heal  might. 

And  so  he  did  fiill  well,  I  plight. 

Hersnd,  indeed,  was  still  weak  and  poor;  but  Sir  Quy, 
taking  him  up  behind  him  on  his  horse,  and  oonveying  hkn  to 
an  adjoining  city,  soon  supplied  all  his  wants. 
Heraud,  witiiout  long  rest. 
Was  clothed  and  ba&ed  with  the  best: 
White  cloths  of  silk,  and  mantles  fine. 
Furred  with  gris,*  and  good  ermine. 

The  two  Mends  then  take  leave  of  Duke  Milon,  pass  through 
Flanders,  and  arrive  at  St.  Omers.  Here,  while  Sir  Guy  is 
looking  out  of  the  window  at  hiB  tnn,  he  sees  a  palmer,  whom 
1^  questions  about  news.  The  palmer  tells  him  that  ^e 
rich  emperor  (Reignier)  has  besieged  Segwin^  duke  of  Lavayne 
(Louvain),  and  laid  waste  his  country,  in  consequence  of  his 
having  slain,  in  a  tournament,  Sadoc  the  emperor's  cousin,  by 
wiiom  he  had  been  tauntingly  provoked  to  combat.  Segwin, 
after  the  event,  had  fled  to  ms  strong  city  of  Seysone  (Soi- 
ssons  ?) ;  which,  however,  he  despaired  of  being  long  able  to 
defend  against  the  superior  forces  of  the  emperor. 

Sir  Guy,  by  the  advice  of  Heraud,  levies  a  small  army  of 
fifty  knights,  marches  to  the  assistance  of  Segwin,  and  enters 
the  city  unperceived  by  the  enemy.  On  the  following  mom- 
'  Horrible.  •  Is  not.  *  A  vcnr  ooitly  fur. 
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ing,  after  hearing  mass,  he  sallies  out,  attacks  the  imperial 
army  which  was  conducted  by  the  emperor's  steward,  OTcr- 
throws  him,  and  makes  him  prisoner,  tc^ther  with  a  consi- 
derable number  of  earls,  barons,  and  other  persons  of  distinction. 
The  emperor,  on  receiving  the  news  of  tins  unexpected  defeat, 
summons  a  council,  at  which  it  is  determined  to  send  OUko 
the  *'  felon  duke*'  of  Pavia,  tegether  with  Eeignier,  duke  of 
Siaony,  and  the  constable  Wandomire  of  Cologne,  at  the 
head  of  thirty  thousand  men,  to  renew  the  siege.  An  obstinate 
battle  ensues,  in  which  a  knight  in  the  imperial  army,Tbieny 
of  Ghirmoise,  son  of  Earl  Aubry,  performs  prodigies  of  yalonr. 
But  nothing  can  withstand  the  inviucible  Guy  of  WarwioL 
Duke  Otho,  severely  wounded,  is  with  difficulty  carried  off  by 
his  men,  and  Reignier  and  Wandomire,  after  tiie  total  nmt  oi 
their  troops,  are  made  prisoners. 

The  emperor  now  marches  in  person,  at  the  head  of  a  still 
larger  army;  but  his  son  Gaire  (who  had  already  been  un- 
horsed by  Sir  Guy  at  his  first  feat  of  arms  at  Rouen)  is  again 
Tanquished  by  him  and  carried  into  the  town :  and  an  asauiit 
undertaken  by  his  father  for  his  recovery  having  proved  un- 
successful, the  siege  is  converted  into  a  blockade. 

This  eventful  conflict  between  the  head  of  the  empire  and 
his  disobedient  vassal,  is  terminated  by  a  scene  which  strongly 
marks  the  singular  spirit  of  chivalry.  The  emperor,  to  amuse 
himself  during  the  state  of  inaction  to  which  he  is  reduced, 
goes  a-hunting  in  the  forest,  and  in  this  defenceless  situatioa 
is  surprised  by  Sir  Guy,  who  with  an  olive-branch  in  his  hand 
thus  addresses  him: 

Guy  said,  ''God,  that  is  full  of  might, 

Save  thee,  sire,  gentil  knight ! 

And  give  thy  men  hap  and  grace. 

Well  to  rede*  thee  in  this  pkce! 

Duke  Segwin  sendeth  me  to  thee. 

That  in  good  manner  will  love  thee. 

With  glad  cheer  he  prayeth  you 

To  herborrow*  with  him  now; 

He  shall  you  welcome,  and  your  barons. 

With  swans,  cranes,  and  herons, 

And  make  you  right  well  at  ease. 

These  words,"  quoth  Guy,  "  be  no  lese  ;• 
L  AdviM.  *  Harbour  or  lodge.  *  Fabehood. 
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Duke  Segwin  will  yield  to  thee 
His  castle  and  his  good  cite. 
And  all  his  landes,  loud  and  still/ 
And  himself  at  your  own  will. 
Therefore,  sire,  I  wame  yow. 
To  him  ye  must  with  me  now; 
For  what  more  can  he  to  thee  do 
Than  thus  meekly  send  thee  to  ?" 

AH  resistance  being  hopeless,  the  emperor,  by  the  advice  of 
Mb  bazons,  quietly  accompanied  his  conqueror  into  the  city; 
where,  though  a  prisoner,  he  was  receiyed  as  a  master,  and 
was  served  with  me  greatest  humility  by  Sir  Guy,  and  by  all 
Segwin's  adherents.  In  the  morning  he  heard  mass.  Segwin 
in  the  mean  time  had  abstained  from  appearing  in  his  pre- 
sence; and  having  summoned  all  his  prisoners,  earnestly 
lequested  their  intercession  to  obtain  his  royal  master's  for- 
giveness.   This  they  readily  promised;  and  then 

The  duke  yede  to  the  chamber  anon; 
Off  he  did,  withouten  oaths. 
His  wede,'  save  his  linen  clothes. 
Both  barefoot  and  naked  yede'  he, 
In  hand  a  branch  of  olive  tree : 
And  when  he  came  to  the  emperour. 
He  fell  on  his  knees  with  great  dolour,* 
And  said,  "  Sire,  mercy!  certain 
I  will  no  more  war  thee  again! 
For  that  I  have  ^eved  thee  ill, 
I,  and  all  mine,  is  at  thy  will!" 

Gaire,  and  all  the  prisoners,  who  were  become  sincerely 
attached  to  Sec;win  in  consequence  of  the  kindness  with  which 
lie  had  treated  them  during  their  captivity,  join  their  praters 
to  those  of  those  of  the  repentant  duke,  ancC  having  obtamed 
his  pardon,  thank  the  emperor  on  their  knees.  Sir  Guy  ex- 
presses his  gratitude  in  the  same  humble  posture.  Iliis 
nappy  reconciliation  is  celebrated  with  all  kinds  of  festivity, 
and  confirmed  by  a  double  marria^;  the  Duke  of  Saxony 
heing  wedded  to  the  sister  of  Segwm,  and  SlBgwin  to  a  niece 
of  the  emperor.     Sir  Guy,  after  rendering  l£ese  important 

»ETcrywhcre.        •Dress.        •Went.        *  Grief. 
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services  to  liis  friend,  takes  leave  of  bim,  and  departs  in  die 
emperor^s  suite. 

There  was  he  with  the  emperonr, 

A  little  stoimd,'  with  great  honour. 

They  rivered"  their  fidcons, 

Ana  took  cranes  and  herons; 

And  when  Guy  would  in  forest  chase, 

His  will  he  had  in  eveiy  place. 

So  it  befdl,  upon  a  day, 

As  Sir  Gay  came  from  his  play. 

From  huntiiig  as  ke  came  riding. 

He  saw  a  dormomid*  oome  saihng: 

To  that  domioand  anon  drew  he. 

It  seems  to  have  been  an  essential  duty  of  chivahy  to  omit 
no  opportunity  of  asking  questions.  Sir  Guy  interrogates  die 
manners  of  me  vessel,  and  is  informed  that  tibey  come  from 
Constantinople;  that  tiieir  cargo  consistB  of  plenty  of  mer- 
chandize, 

Bich  pelour,  ermine  and  gris. 

Cloths  of  silk  and  Alisaimder,^ 

And  matree,^  also  salimander,— - 

but  that  it  brings  yery  bad  news.    Tlie  Greek  emperor  Emis 
is  besieged  in  his  capital  by  the  soudan  with  an  army 

Of  thirty  thousand  Potelynes, 
And  so  many  Sarasins. 

And  when  the  vessel  came  away,  the  situation  of  the 
besieged  was  considered  as  nearly  desperate. 

Sir  Guy,  having  consulted  with  Heraud,  determines  to  levy 
an  army  of  a  thousand  knights,  the  bravest  that  could  be 
found  in  Almayne,  and  to  march,  without  delay,  to  the  relief 
of  the  distressed  emperor.  The  reputation  of  Sir  Guy  ms 
now  so  well  established,  that  large  as  this  number  was,  it  vas 
immediately  collected  and  embarked;  and  Sir  Guy  was  re- 
ceived with  transports  of  joy  by  the  good  Einis,  who  promiied 
him,  as  a  reward  for  this  timely  and  effectual  succour,  tlie 
hand  of  his  daughter,  the  heiress  of  the  Greek  empire. 

The  danger,  indeed,  was  pressing;  for  at  this  very  moment 

>  Time.        '  Hawked  by  the  river  side.        •  A  yenel  of  wir.  A.  N. 
*  Alexandria.  *  A  kind  of  rich  doth. 
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CoUcan,  oooflfn  to  the  soudiii,  tibe  most  fixnnidable  general  in 
Hie  Senoen  anny,  had  oommenced  an  attack  upon  the  walls 
whidi  ihb  gairison  was  unable  to  repel.  Sir  Ghij  sallies  out 
wzl3i  hk  knights;  cuts  his  way  tluroug^  the  army  of  the 
afwailants;  kiUs  Coldran;  and  mortally  wounds  Askeldart,  the 
second  in  command,  who  only  liTes  to  cany  ihe  account  of 
tins  defeat  to  tlie  chief  of  the  Saracens,  l^e  soudan,  incensed 
but  not  intimidated  by  the  ill  sneoess  of  this  partial  attempt, 
detennines  to  assault  ike  city  in  four  days  at  the  head  of  all 
his  farces. 

In  the  mean  time  Sir  Guy  is  on  the  point  of  becoming  tJie 
Tictim  of  an  intrigue  contriTed  by  one  of  his  own  knights. 
Among  the  German  nobles  whom  he  had  sdected  on  account 
of  tiieir  Talour,  was  Sir  Morgadour,  steward  to  the  emperor 
of  Ctermany.  Hus  man,  having  seen  die  Princess  Loret, 
became  enamoured  of  her  beauty;  and  immediately  resolyed, 
if  possible,  to  wrest  her  hand  and  the  crown  of  Ckmstantinople 
from  Sir  Guy,  whom  he  eonsidered  as  an  inferior,  although 
he  was  willing,  on  account  of  his  military  talents,  to  fight 
under  his  bamiers.  Bat,  being  aware  tliat  the  emperor's 
word  had  been  passed  to  his  riTal,  it  was  necessary  to  have 
recourse  to  artifice.  He  tiierefiore  contriTed  the  following 
stratagem. 

One  day,  when  the  emperor  was  gone  a-riyering,^  he  proposed 
to  Sir  Guy  to  play  a  game  at  diess  with  him  in  the  apartment 
of  tbe  |»inees8;  to  which  the  knight,  not  siiiq>ecting  any 
taeachery,  readily  omaented.     On  th&  arriyal, 

Guy  gret  that  maid  full  courteously; 
The  maid  says,  **  Welcome,  Sir  Guy!" 
Guy  took  that  maiden  in  arms  two; 
With  kfvely  dieer  he  kist  her  tho. 

After  diis  pre&ce.  Sir  Morgadour  and  Sir  Guy  play  their 
game  at  chess,  in  which  the  knight  of  Warwick  is  victorious; 
and  his  antagonist,  under  some  trifling  pretext,  leaves  him 
with  the  princess;  takes  horse;  goes  to  meet  the  emperor  on 
his  return  from  the  chase ;  and  accuses  Sir  Guy  of  an  attempt 
to  debauch  the  virtue  of  the  beautiful  Loret.  Emis,  however, 
xefbses  to  believe  that  his  deliverer  can  have  formed  a  plan  of 
corrupting  a  woman  whose  hand  was  already  pledged  to  him, 

^  HawkiDg  by  the  side  of  the  riyer. 
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and  totally  discredits  the  accusation;  upon  which,  the  cnfty 
German  returns  to  Sir  Ghiy,  laments  the  Msehood  and  trea- 
chery of  mankind,  and  assures  him  that  the  emperor,  on  tbe 
nounds  of  this  ridiculous  story,  is  determined  to  put  him  to 
death.  Sir  Guy  becomes  the  dupe  of  the  artifice ;  is  filled 
with  indignation  at  the  treachery  of  Emis;  summons  bis 
knights ;  and  is  preparing  to  go  oyer  to  the  Saracens,  when  he 
meets  the  emperor;  and,  coming  to  an  explanation  with  him, 
is  made  acquainted  with  the  mflSioe  of  Sir  Morgadour. 

Sir  Guy,  haying  learned  by  means  of  spies  the  intention  of 
the  soudan  to  assault  the  town,  determines  to  meet  the  enemy 
in  the  field,  instead  of  waiting  their  attack.  Haying  explored 
the  neighbouring  mountains,  he  takes  post  in  a  spot  strong^ 
fortified  by  nature,  and  which  he  renders  by  his  precautions 
nearly  impregnable.  There  he  resists  the  whole  efforts  of  tlie 
Saracens;  and,  after  a  long  and  obstinate  conflict,  complete 
disperses  their  army.     In  the  course  of  the  battie. 

Cart  wheels  Guy  let  take; 

And  good  engines  he  let  make. 

The  engines  were  so  sore  castand,' 

That  to  the  Saracens  they  came  near*hand. 

Therewith  he  smote  them  in  sunder; 

So  sore  they  threw  that  it  was  wonder: 

Many  a  hill  they  threw  down. 

That  congealed  was  with  stones  brown. 

Fifteen  acres  were  coyered  with  the  bodies  of  danshtered 
Saracens :  and  so  furious  were  the  strokes  of  Sir  Guy,  tiiat  the 
pile  of  dead  men,  whereyer  his  sword  had  reached,  roee  as  hig^ 
as  his  breast.    The  soudan,  too  much  incensed  to  reason  yery 
I  coolly,  attributed  a  defeat  so  miraculous  to  the  supineness  or 

I  stupidity  of  his  tutelary  deities,  on  wh<)pi  he  reyenged  him- 

self by  burning  some  and  throwing  others  into  the  sea;  while 
I  the  good  Emis  was  rejoicing  at  his  deliyery,  and  testifying 

I  his  gratitude  by  heaping  honours  and  riches  on  the  hero  tt 

!  Warwick. 

Sir  Morgadour  has  now  recourse  to  a  fresh  artifice.    Being 

I  aware  that  the  soudan  had  sworn  to  destroy  eyery  Christuui 

who  should  either  fall  into,  or  unwarily  place  himself  within, 

his  power,  he  suggests  to  Emis  an  adyice  which  he  incan- 

'  Forcibly  thrown. 
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tknialy  adopts.  HaTing  afisenibled  liis  parliament,  he  ob- 
serves ''that  the  soudan  is  collecting  a  fresh  army,  for  the 
pmpose  of  renewing  his  formidable  attacks  on  the  Christian 
powers;  that  a  war  with  such  an  enemy  could  afford  no  pro- 
spect of  its  termination;  that  it  were  highly  important  to  find 
some  means  of  bringing  it  to  a  speedy  issue;  and  that,  with 
Ais  view,  it  wotdd  be  proper  to  propose  the  final  decision  of 
the  quarrel  by  a  single  combat  between  two  persons,  who 
should  be  nominated  as  the  respectiye  champions  of  the 
Cfaiistians  and  Saracens.''  He  concludes  by  asking,  ''whether 
any  person  is  willing  to  become  the  bearer  of  this  proposal  to 
the  soudan?"  All  are  silent,  until  Sir  Guy  of  Warwick, 
starting  from  his  seat,  demands  to  be  sent  on  this  perilous 
sdrenture.  The  emperor,  alarmed  at  the  danger  of  losing 
his  intended  son-in-law,  assiures  him  that  this  proposal  was 
only  intended  hy  him  as  a  trial  of  the  fidelity  and  spirit 
of  enterprise  wmch  prevailed  in  the  assembly;  and  conjures 
^om  to  forego  an  enterprise  in  which  the  most  invincible 
strength  and  courage  must  prove  useless.     Guy  is  inflexible; 

Guy  asked  his  arms  anon ; 
Hosen  of  iron  Guy  did  upon : 
In  his  hauberk  *  Guy  him  clad; 
He  drad'  no  stroke  while  he  it  had. 
Upon  his  head  his  helm  he  cast. 
And  hasted  him  to  ride  full  fast. 
A  circle  of  gold  thereon  stood; 
The  emperor  had  none  so  good. 
About  the  circle,  for  the  nonce, 
Were  set  many  precious  stones. 
Above  he  had  a  coat-annour  wide; 
His  sword  he  took  by  his  side, 
And  leapt  upon  his  steed  anon. 
Stirrup  with  foot  touched  he  none. 
Guy  rode  forth,  without  boast. 
Alone  to  the  soudan's  host. 
Guy  saw  all  that  countree 
Full  of  tents  and  pavilions  be; 
,  On  the  pavilion  of  the  soudan 

Stood  a  carbuncle  stone. 

>  Coat  of  mill.  'Dnadod. 
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Qnj  wiBt  thereby  it  was  tiie  wmdan's. 
And  drew  him  thither  for  the  nonee. 
At  the  meat  he  found  the  soudan. 
And  his  barons  every  one; 
And  ten  kings  about  him: 
All  diey  were  stout  and  grim. 
Guy  rode  forth,  and  spake  no  word 
Till  he  came  to  the  soudan's  bord. 
He  nc  saught  with  whom  he  met; 
But  on  this  wise  die  soudan  he  gret:— - 
**  Lord  that  shope^  both  heat  and  cold. 
And  all  this  world  hath  in  hold. 
And  suffered,  on  cross,  passions  fell,* 
To  buy  man*s  soul  out  of  hell. 
Give  tliee,  soudan!  his  malison;' 
And  all  that  lieyen^  on  Mahoun! 
God*s  cxirse  have  thee  and  thine, 
And  all  that  lieye  on  Apolyn!" 

The  soudan,  being  utterly  unprepared  witli  an  answer  to  t 
mode  of  address  so  yery  unusual  at  his  board,  did  not  attempt 
to  interrupt  Sir  Guy  during  the  remainder  of  his  message, 
which,  having  first  satisfied  his  feelings  by  the  foresoing  exor- 
dium, he  proceeded  to  deliver  very  minutely,  and  with  doe 
attention  to  decorum.  At  lengUi,  however,  the  monarch  re- 
coyered  the  power  of  speech  so  far  as  to  inquire  the  name  of 
his  insolent  yisitant;  and  to  direct,  alter  hearing  it,  that  Gnj 
of  Warwick  should  instantly  be  seized  and  put  to  death. 
But  Guy,  not  at  all  disconcerted  by  an  order  which  it  was 
much  easier  to  pronounce  than  to  execute,  rushed  on  the 
soudan,  cut  off  his  head,  deliberately  picked  it  up  with  cme 
hand,  while  he  slew  half  a  dozen  of  Saracens  with  the  other, 
and,  setting  spurs  to  his  horse,  made  his  way  through  the 
camp,  though  assailed  on  all  sides  by  the  enemy. 

During  Siis  time  Heraud  was,  yery  fortunately,  asleep  in 
Constantmople ;  and  thereby  had  the  means  of  being  apprued, 

Sr  a  vision,  of  the  danger  to  which  his  friend  was  exposed, 
e  instantly  rose,  assembled  tibe  German  knifriitSy  and  related 
his  dream;  on  the  faith  of  which  they  salliea  fisrth,  and,  fol- 
lowing the  direct  road  to  the  Saracen  camp,  arrived  just  in 

^  Made;  •haped.      *  Sharp;  keen.      *  MaledictMm.      ^  Bdiere. 
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tioK  to  resoiM  Sir  Guy,  iiiio«  ncftrly  orcsrooiBe  by  fittig^, 
retumed  with  them  in  triomph  to  the  city,  and  presented  to 
the  astonished  &ni8  the  head  of  hia  haughty  aataeonigt. 

Soon  after  this  perilontr  exploit,  Ernis  proceeds  with  Sv 
Guy  on  a  cmrait.throogh  his  dominions.  Daring  their  march 
they  beoonae  spectators  of  a  dreadfol  combat  between  a  lion 
and  a  dragon.  Gny  felt  an  irresistible  impulse  to  take  a 
diaie  in  the  conflict;  assailed  the  dragon,  and  hud  him  dead 
at  his  feet  The  Ikm  immediately  expressed  his  gratitode 
to  his  ally,  licked  his  feet,  fewned  on  him  like  a  dog,  ao^ 
became,  from  that  moment,  his  most  officious  and  affectionate 
attendant. 

The  good  emperor  Eniis,  more  and  more  astonished  at  the 
Taloor  and  pmdenoe  of  Sir  Guy,  at  length  formally  proposes 
to  him  the  hand  of  the  accomplished  Loret;  which  was  ac- 
cepted without  hesitation,  and  a  day  fixed  for  the  wedding. 
K  the  reader  has  not  yet  fergotten  the  all-accomplished 
Fdioe,  the  daughter  of  the  Eao-l  Rohand,  it  is  probably 
becaase  the  labonous  campaigns  in  Germany  and  in  Turkey 
hsve  not  occupied  in  the  recital  quite  so  much  time  as  they 
eoDBiimed  in  the  acting.  Certain  it  is  that  the  hero  of  War- 
wick, banished  during  so  many  years  from  his  native  country, 
and  constantly  buBied  in  the  most  arduous  and  important  oc- 
ei^Hitions,  had  lost  all  recollection  of  the  object  for  idiom  he 
was  first  induced  to  sacrifice  his  time  asid  health  and  comfert 
Stnis,  therelfore,  taking  his  daughter  by  the  hand,  in  the  pre. 
■enoe  of  all  the  princes,  dukes,  earls,  barons,  archbishops, 
abbots,  and  priors  of  Ckmstantinoide,  delivered  her  over  to 
ftr  Gi^,  together  with  the  investiture  of  half  his  empire,  and 
ike  xffonnae  of  the  remainder  after  his  decease. 

tlai  tiie  sight  of  the  wedding-ring  suddenly  bnmght  back 
Id  dbe  memory  of  Sir  Guy  the  image  of  his  first  mistress. 

'tM  wadding  ring  was  forth  brou^t; 

Guy  then  on  fiur  FeUce  thought. 

He  had  her  nig^  forgotten  dean! 
«,Aia8] *' he  said,  *^  Fdice  the  sheen*"  1 

And  fought  in  his  heart  anon, 
^  Against  ^ee  now  have  I  misdottsr' 

Guy  said,  *'  Penance  I  crave: 

Noise  other  maid  my  love  shall  have ! '' 
■Bright;  bsaotiM. 

P  2 
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He  then  fell  into  a  swoon;  and,  on  his  recovery,  begged  to 
defer  the  marriage,  and  retired  to  his  inn,  where  hb  le- 
maiaed  during  a  fortnight  confined  to  his  bed,  in  gnat 
anguish  of  mind  and  body,  to  the  extreme  distress  of  Eniia, 
of  Loret,  of  Heraud,  and  of  the  lion,  none  of  whom  were  at 
all  able  to  accoimt  for  his  ill.timed  and  imexpectedL  malady. 
At  length  he  reveals  the  secret  of  his  heart  to  Heraud,  wfao 
at  first  recommends  the  completion  of  his  marriage  with 
Loret;  but  at  length  acquiesces  in  his  determination  of  sacri^ 
ficing  to  the  original  object  of  his  passion  the  possession  of  a 
younger  and  more  beautiful  woman,  together  with  the  richest 
empire  in  the  universe. 

At  the  fortnight's  end  Guy  returns  to  court,  where  he  Is 
much  embarrassed  by  the  kindness  of  Emis  and  the  tender 
a£Ebction  of  Loret,  to  which  he  feels  himself  unable  to  make  a 
proper  return.  From  this  very  awkward  situation  he  was  at 
length  relieved  by  an  unexpected  accident.  The  lion,  who 
owed  his  life  to  the  matchless  intrepidity  of  Sir  Guy,  had  gra- 
dually &miliansed  himself  with  all  the  personages  at  <ihe 
court  of  Emis;  and  seemed  to  prefer,  no  less  from  taste  than 
gratitude,  a  life  of  tranquiUity  at  Constantinople  to  a  series  of 
contests  with  dragons  in  the  wilderness.  One  day,  whQe 
quietly  sleeping  in  an  herber,  he  was  mortally  woimded  by 
Sir  Morgadour.  The  blow  was  so  sudden  and  so  well  aimed 
that  the  faithful  animal  was  scarcely  able  to  reach  the  cham^ 
ber  of  Sir  Guy,  where  he  expired  at  his  master^s  feet:  but  Sir 
Morgadoiur  had  been  remarked  by  a  damsel  of  the  court,  yrbo 
hastened  to  report  this  act  of  cruelty  and  treachery;  and  the 
bero  of  Warwick,  though  he  had  borne  his  own  wrongs  widi 
patience,  instantly  revenged  the  blood  of  his  fiivourite  by  that 
of  the  assassin.  The  death  of  a  person  of  so  much  importanee 
as  the  steward  of  the  German  emperor,  though  certainly 
merited,  was  hkely  to  involve  the  good  Emis  in  a  very  dis- 
agreeable altercation  with  a  powerful  sovereign;  and  Sir  Guy, 
gmdly  availing  himself  of  this  excuse,  determined,  notwith- 
8tanding  the  intreaties  of  Emis  and  Loret,  to  abandon  fbr 
ever  the  court  of  Constantinople. 

Having  embarked  on  board  of  the  first  ship  which  he  could 
find,  he  was  carried  by  accident  to  the  dominions  oi  the  Em- 
peror Reisnier,  to  whom  he  paid  a  short  visit,  without  at  aU 
noticing  the  history  of  Sir  Moxgadour,  and  from  thenoe  ] 
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into  LoRaine,  with  tbe  intention  of  proceeding  with  all  po6- 
sihle  haste  to  England. 

One  day,  traTelling  through  a  forest,  having  sent  forward 
his  attend^tB  to  the  next  town,  for  the  pnrpose  of  making 
preparations  for  his  reception,  he  hears  a  yoice  of  lamentation, 
and  finds  a  kni^t  dangerously  wounded.  This  appears  to  he 
Sir  Thierry,  who  had  long  served  in  the  armies  of  die  dnke  of 
Lorraine,  in  consequence  of  an  attachment  to  the  &ir  Osile, 
the  daughter  of  that  sovereign ;  but  throu^  the  treachery  of 
Otho  of  Pavia,  his  rival,  he  had  been  beset  by  fifteen  soldiers 
while  carrying  off  his  mistress  with  her  own  consent,  and  had 
fidlen  covered  with  wounds,  the  anguish  of  which,  however, 
was  less  intolerable  to  him  than  the  loss  of  his  fair  and  tender 
Osile,  whom  the  asBassins  had  torn  from  him,  and  were  then 
conducting  to  the  arms  of  the  felon  Otho.  Sir  Thierry  con- 
cludes his  relation  by  requesting  that  Sir  Guy  would  in  due 
time  procure  for  him  the  rites  of  burial;  ana  that  he  would, 
in  the  mean  while,  spare  no  pains  for  the  rescue  of  the  lady. 
Sir  Guy  is  astonished  at  the  propensity  of  his  old  enemy 
Otho  to  quarrel  with  all  worthy  knights:  but  he  has  no  time 
for  reflection.  He  snatches  up  the  sword  and  shield  of  Sir 
Thierry;  pursues  the  ravishers;  kills  them  all;  takes  the  lady 
before  him  on  his  horse,  and  returns  with  her  to  the  place 
where  he  had  just  left  her  lover.  But  her  lover  had  in  his 
turn  disappeared.  Incapable  of  resistance,  he  had  been  seized 
and  carried  off  by  four  knights  in  the  service  of  Otho.  Sir 
Guy,  leaving  Osue,  follows  the  trace  of  these  knights,  over- 
takes and  vanquishes  them,  and  returns  with  Sir  Thierry. 
'But  now  Osile  was  again  missing.  Fortunately  she  was  no 
longer  in  the  power  of  her  ravishers.  The  attendants  of  Sir 
Guy,  returning  from  the  town  in  search  of  their  master,  had 
found  her,  and  carried  her  in  safety  to  his  inn,  whither  Sir 
Guy,  after  a  long  and  fruitless  search,  carries  Sir  Thierry,  and 
ihe  lovers  are  reimited.  Sir  Guy  procures  a  leech  to  cure  the 
wounded  knight,  who  vows  eternal  friendship  and  allegiance 
to  his  deliverer. 

So  it  befell,  upon  a  day. 

As  Sir  Guy  at  the  window  lay, 

And  Sir  Ihierry  lay  him  by. 

In  the  street  they  saw  a  knight  weary. 
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"  Sir  knight;'  qnx^  Guy,  <'  I  pray  tiiee» 
What  seekest  thou  in  this  oountree? '' 
''  Sir,  I  seek  Thienry  of  Guimoise — ** 

He  was  come  to  tell  him  that  Lc^er,  duke  of  Locniae,  aoMt 
the  fel<m  Otho  of,  Pavia,  had  detennbed  to  lay  waste  tte 
poQsessicms  of  Aubry,  Thierry's  fiither,  in  revenge  of  his  aoai's 
suopessful  passion  for  Osile.  $ir  Guy,  of  course,  epibiaces  tiba 
oause  of  his  brother-in-axnis;  sends  into  Ahnayne  an  invite- 
OoB.  to  all  yaliant  knights;  draws  five  hundn^  of  them  to  bia 
jrtandard,  and  repairs  widi  them  and  Thierry  to  the  eity  of 
Gurmoise. 

On  the  following  day  the  constable  of  the  duke  of  LniruMf 
anives  with  an  army  before  the  town.  Sir  Guy,  having  fint 
heard  mass,  issues  the  necessary  orders  for  if^Smce,  He  fini 
sends  out  Sir  Thierry,  at  the  head  of  a  hundred  knightB»  to 
keep  the  enemy  in  cneck;  and  when  he,  after  many  feats  of 
iralour,  begins  to  be  distressed.  Sir  Guy  marches  to  his  relief 
and,  after  a  severe  contest,  disperses  the  army  of  Loxiame, 
and  returns  with  a  number  of  prisoQiers,  amongst  whom  is  tlie 
g^ieral  in  chief.  The  next  day  Duke  Otho  arrives  in  person 
at  the  head  of  a  second  and  more  powerful  army,  which  is  in- 
stently  attacked  by  Sir  Guy,  Sir  Heraud,  and  Sir  Thierry, 
thrown  into  confusion,  ^d  pursued  to  a  considerable  distaace* 
But  Sir  Heraud,  following  Otho  with  too  much  impetuosity^ 
is  surrounded;  and,  his  sword  breaking  in  his  hand,  is  takes 
prisoner  by  the  enemy.  Gu^  misses  his  friend,  returns  witk 
Sir  Thierry  in  seardb,  of  him,  overtakes  Sir  Otho,  wounds 
him,  rescues  Sir  Heraud,  and  retunis  in  triumph  ints  the 
(city.  Sir  Otho  has  now  r^ourse  to  treachery.  The  duke  of 
Larndne,  unable  to  resist  his  importunity,  consents  to  become 
a  party  in  the  most  infamous  artifice.  He  sends  to  Aubry 
an  archbishop  empowered  to  offer  th^  most  solemn  assurances 
of  forgiyeness,  together  with  a  confirmation  of  the  marriage 
between  Thierry  and  Osile,  provided  they  will  repair  to  their 
soyereign  i^t  an  appointed  spot,  and  there  consent  to  make  an 
apology  for  their  conduct.  Sir  Guy,  who  was  weU  acquainted 
with  the  dissimulation  of  Otho,  suspects  the  fraud,  but,  on 
the  feith  of  the  archbishop,  consents  at  length  to  accompany 
his  friends.  They  all  s^t  out  unarmed.  At  a  day's  journey 
from  Gurmoise  tiiey  meet  the  duke  of  Lorraine,  who,  after 
embracing  Thierry  and  Sir  Guy,  gives  them  the  kiss  of  friend* 
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and  veeonciluitioii.  Othe  aavaneee,  apparantlj  fbr  ike 
yarptme;  but  suddenly  stops,  and  directs  a  bodj  of  his 
ents,  whom  he  has  prsrioiisly  placed  in  Ambuscade,  lo 
sabs  the  whole  oompaay  as  rebels,  and  traitors  to  their  so^e- 
itign.  ffir  Hennd  .and  Sir  ThieiTy  are  inatandj  sunoimded 
and  earned  off;  bat  Sir  Guy,  more  wary  and  more  active, 
kes  his  way  throagh  the  assaibnte,  many  of  whom,  thou^ 
naed,  he  strikes  dead  with  his  fist;  and  at  last  makes  his 
flKi^,  with  the  loss  of  his  mantle,  which  is  torn  in  pieces 
dning  the  straggle.  Meeting  a  eoimtrynian  in  his  fliglit,  he 
boRowB  a  staff,  with  which  he  quickly  destroys  the  most  fov- 
ivard  of  his  pmsaen;  repays  the  obli^tion  by  the  present  of 
a  httsa,  whidi  he  takes  from  one  of  hi^  vanquished  enemies, 
rides  off  on  another,  plunges  with  it  into  a  rapid  ziTer,  is 
home  in  safety  to  the  opposite  bank,  and  escapes.  In  the 
mean  time  Sir  Heraud  is  carried  off  as  a  prisoner  by  the  duke 
af  Lorraine ;  and  Otho  takes  possession  of  Osile,  together  witb 
9ar  nnenry,  whom  he  transports  to  Pavia,  and  throws  into  a 
Osile,  unable  to  resist  the  power  of  ha*  ravisher 


>nd  the  orders  of  her  fEttho',  is  too  happy  in  being  permitted 
to  dekr  for  forty  days  a  marriage  which  is  to  consign  her  to 
endless  misery. 

Sb  Guy,  in  despair  at  the  loss  of  his  friends,  and  wandering 
viftoat  design,  arrives  at  the  c«stle  and  req^uests  herborow 
(Mging),  which  id  granted.  Very  fortunately  this  castle, 
^MM^  situated  in  an  enemy's  cOuntiy,  is  the  property  of  Sir 
AmyB  of  the'  Mountain,  a  knight  of  mstinguished  valour  and 
S^nerositv;  who,  having  often  fought  and  triumphed  under 
the  banners  of  Sii^  Guy,  is  rejoiced  at  this  opportunity  of 
laying  the  obligation  he  owes  to  an  old  benefactor. 

Then  let  he  lead  Guy's  steed  straight; 

Before  his  own  he  let  him  eat. 

By  the  hand  he  took  Guyon, 

And  yede  to  hall,  and  set  him  down. 

A  mantle  of  silk  wa^  brought  fast. 

And  over  Guy's  shoulders  he  let  it  cast. 

M  dinner  they  reciprocally'  relate  their  adventures.  Sir 
AmyB  offers  an  army  of  five  hundred  knights,  five  hundred 
■pares,  and  five  hundred  servants,  to  attack  Otho;  but  Sir 
Wf  observes,  wi^  great  truth,  that  the  preparations  neces-^ 
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sary  for  such  an  enterprise  would  require  too  much 
Ho  determines  on  a  mode  of  action  more  suited  to  his  in^Mt- 
tience,  and  to  his  just  confidence  in  the  resources  of  his  own 
genius  and  prowess.  After  refreshing  himself^  during  eig^t 
days,  in  the  castle  of  his  friend,  and  lOiTing  fully  digested  his 
plan,  he  assumes  such  a  disguise  as  to  secure  hun  against  all 
possibility  of  detection,  tinges  his  fiice  and  eyes-brows,  and 
arrives,  quite  alone,  at  the  court  of  Otho,  to  whom  he  presents 
a  destrere  (or  war-horse)  which  he  dedares  to  be  of  inesti- 
mable value^  demanding  no  other  recompense  than  the  means 
of  revenging  himself  on  the  perfidious  and  wicked  Sir  Thieiry. 
Otho,  blinded  by  his  own  hatred  and  by  the  artifice  of  ^r 
Guy,  immediately  appoints  him  to  be  the  jailer  of  the  unfortu- 
nate nrisoner. 

Guy  found  Thierry  in  a  pit; 

Forty  fieithom  deep  was  it ! 
He  seizes  a  moment  when  he  thinks  himself  unobserved,  to 
make  himself  known  to  his  friend,  and  to  sooth  his  distress  by 
the  promise  of  immediate  ressue :  but  these  few  hasty  words 
are  overheard  by  a  ''false  Lombard,"  who  instantly  rons  off 
to  acquaint  Otho  with  this  important  discovery.  Fortonat^y 
Sir  Guy,  conscious  of  his  danger,  anticipates  the  purpose  of 
the  felon,  and,  having  in  vain  attempted  to  bribe  hinoi  to 
silence,  follows  him  into  the  presence  of  the  duke,  and  'wifh 
one  blow  kills  him  at  the  foot  of  the  throne.  Otho,  astonished 
at  this  outrage,  menaces  him  with  instant  death :  but  Sir  Oar* 
now  perfectly  at  ease  with  respect  to  the  fatal  secret,  ooolb^ 
answers,  that  the  traitor  whom  he  had  just  slain  was  detected 
in  carrying  food  to  Sir  Thierry ;  and  the  indignant  Otko  is 
perfectly  satisfied  with  the  apology.  The  knight  then  goes 
out  to  purchase  provisions,  whioi  he  carries  to  his  friend; 
procures  admittance  to  the  presence  of  Osile ;  promises  her  a 
'  certain  and  speedy  rescue ;  at  the  same  time  recommending, 
as  a  measure  necessary  to  her  delivery,  that  she  should  no 
longer  attempt  to  put  off  her  union  wil^  Sir  Otho,  and  then 
retires  to  complete  his  measures  for  the  accomplishment  of  his 
purpose. 

On  the  night  preceding  the  wedding  day  he  puts  on  a  soit 
of  armour  which  Osile  had  prepared  for  him;  liberates  Sir 
Thierry;  helps  him  to  dimb  over  the  walls  of  the  town; 
explains  to  hun  the  means  of  reaching  the  castle  of  Sir  Amys; 
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and,  riding  at  the  break  of  dav  to  meet  the  marriage  proces- 
sion, kills  Odio,  carries  off  Osile  from  the  midst  of  his  knights, 
and  bears  her  in  safety  to  her  lover. 

Haying  thus  &r  satisfied  his  vengeance,  he  proposes  to  Sir 
Amys  and  Sir  Thierry  a  new  enterprise,  for  the  purpose  of 
punishing  the  Duke  of  Lorraine;  but  that  sovereign,  suffi- 
ciently alarmed  by  the  first  notice  of  their  preparations, 
requests  the  kind  mteroession  of  Sir  Heraud,  whom,  though 
he  still  detains  at  his  court,  he  had  honourably  treated;  and 
Sir  Heraud  having  consented  to  become  his  borrow  (pledge 
or  security),  a  reconciliation  is  effected,  and  Sir  Thierry,  with 
ber  Other's  consent,  is  solemnly  united  to  the  &ir  Osile. 

Sir  Ouy,  constantly  anxious  for  his  return  to  England,  but 
as  constantly  turned  aside  by  firesh  adventures,  goes  with  his 
friends  on  a  party  of  boar-hunting;  and  one  of  these  animals, 
which,  on  account  of  its  enormous  size,  he  had  selected  for  his 
prey,  being  obstinately  pursued  by  him,  carries  him  into 
Flanders,  at  that  time  governed  by  a  king  called  Florentine. 
Sir  Guy,  having  at  length  overtaken  and  killed  the  boar, 
b^ins,  as  usual  on  such  occasions,  to  blow  his  horn. 
Then  said  King  Florentyne, 
''What  noise  is  this?  'Fore  saint  Martyn, 
Some  man,"  he  said,  *^in  my  franchise,* 
Hath  slain  my  deer,  and  bloweth  the  prize." 

An  insult  of  this  importance  could  not  fidl  of  awakening 
the  royal  indignation;  and  Florentine  dispatched  his  own  son, 
with  orders  to  bring  the  culprit  immediately  before  him. 
Unluckily,  the  prince  attempted  to  execute  the  commission 
with  so  little  ceremony  that  the  Knight  of  Warwick  was 
much  offended,  and  testified  his  displeasure  at  such  an  imper- 
tinent message  by  a  blow  with  his  horn,  which  laid  the  mes- 
senger dead  at  his  feet.  Ailer  this  exploit,  to  which,  at  the 
time,  he  paid  little  attention,  he  quietly  repairs  to  the  palace, 
and  asks  for  harbour,  is  honourably  received,  and  is  seated  at 
the  king's  table:  but,  during  dinner,  the  prince's  body  is 
brought  in,  and  Florentine  learns,  with  equal  rage  and  asto- 
nishment, that  his  new  guest  is  the  murderer,  ^e  unhappy 
frtther  seizes  an  axe  from  the  hand  of  an  attendant,  and  aims, 
but  wi^out  effect,  a  dreadful  blow  at  Sir  Ghiy,  who  is  at  the 

'  Park. 
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aame  time  aawriled  on  all  mdes^  but  escapes  in  isalety,  after 
having  killed  fourteen  of  his  assaiknts.  HaTing  at  loa^fli 
found  his  way  back  to  Sir  Thierry,  he  spends  a  short  time 
with  that  fiiilhful  Mend,  and  then  with  l%r  Herand,  takes  his 
feare,  and  departs  for  England,  where  he  arrives  withoot 
further  impedunent. 

Immediately  after  his  landing  he  repairs  to  York,  where  he 
is  honourably  reeeiyed  by  King  Athebtan:  but  the  King  has 
flosrcely  time  to  express  his  eongratulations  on  his  safe  retnni, 
wiien  a  messenger  brings  him  the  tidings  of  a  most  portentous 
drason,  who  was  then  desolating  the  county  of  NortJmmber- 

He  is  as  Mack  as  any  coal, 
Rugged  as  a  rough  foal : 
His  body,  from  the  navel  upward. 
No  man  can  pierce,  it  is  so  hard. 
His  neck  is  great  as  any  sommere ;' 
He  runneth  as  swift  as  any  destrere.* 
Paws  he  hath  as  a  lion, 
AH  that  he  toucheth  he  slayeth  dead  down; 
Great  wings  he  hath  to  flight. 
There  is  no  man  that  bear  him  might. 
There  may  no  man  fight  him  again, 
'  But  that  he  slayeth  luim  certain; 
For  a  fouler  beast  than  is  he, 
I-wiss  of  none  never  heard  ye. 

Sir  Ciuy,  who  had  an  old  enmity  to  dragons,  readily  under- 
takes this  adventure,  to  the  great  comfort  of  Aihelstan;  bat 
BO  very  dreadful  was  the  appearance  of  this  monster,  that 
even  Sir  Guy,  though  a  stranger  to  fear,  could  not  refrain 
frrom  sayine  his  prayers  with  more  earnestness  and  solemnitf 
tiban  he  had  ever  used  in  any  of  his  preceding  combats.  The 
battle  was  long  and  obstinate,  because  the  dragon's  scales 
were  impenetrable;  but  at  length  the  knight,  watching  his 
opportunity,  drove  his  sword  the  throat  of  his  enemy;  after 
which  he  cut  off  his  head,  and  carried  it  in  triumph  to  Aihel- 
Stan  at  Lincohi.  Having  thus  signalised  himself  in  his  native 
country,  by  an  exploit  which  all  England  beheld  with  asto- 
nishment, he  suddenly  withdrew  from  court,  and,  with  filial 

1  A  sampter  hone.  *  A  war-horse. 
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eagerness,  hastened  to  Wallingfoid.  But,  alas!  his  parents 
were  no  more!  Sir  Guy,  there£bre»  after  bestowing  on  kis 
old  friend  Heraud  the  whole  inheritance,  impatiently  humed 
to  Warwick,  to  offer  at  the  feet  of  Felice  the  laurels  which  he 
had  acquired  in  every  part  of  Chnstendom. 

He  told  her,  as  I  understand. 
Of  aU  his  fiare^  in  dtrers  land. 
And  altogether  how  he  had  sped. 
And  haw  that  he  was  often  bid 
By  many  ladies,  of  great  ho&ouis, 
Sjng's  daughters,  and  emperoors ; 
.    "And  all  I  forsook,  truly. 

For  tiiee,  FeUce,"  said  Sir  Guy. 

During  the  lon^  absence  of  her  admirer,  Felice  had  found 
leisare  for  reflection;  she  now,  therefore,  openly  avowed  her 
paaston,  and  with  the  frdl  consent  of  her  &ther,  who  sincerely 
TCJoioed  in  obtaining  such  a  son-in-law,  was  finally  united  to 
her  lover.  Every  inhabitant  of  Warwick  sympathized  in  the 
happiness  of  thei^  hero,  and  of  good  Earl  Rohand;  many 
we«s  were  passed  in  constant  festivity;  and  the  pr^nancy 
of  the  fkir  Felice,  which  was  soon  after  announced,  gave  zise 
to  "iiew  rcQOicmgs.  *  .  * 

Here,  therefore,  the  reader  will  naturally  expect  a  termi- 
nation of  this  long-winded  story;  but,  unfortxmately,  the  piety 
of  Sir  Guy  was  neither  less  capricious,  nor  less  disastrous  in 
its  consequences,  than  the  affection  of  his  mistress.     He  had 
been  taught  that  other  duties  were  more  sacred  and  more 
acceptable  in  the  sight  of  Heaven,  than  those  of  husl^and  and 
fiither.     But  the  li^torian  shall  tell  his  own  story.     At  the 
end  of  forty  days  after  the  mairiage,  it  happened  that 
As  Sir  Guy  came  from  play, 
Into  a  tower  he  went  on  high. 
And  looked  about  him,  &r  and  nigh ; 
Giiy  stood,  and  bethought  him,  tho. 
How  he  had  done  many  a  man  wo. 
And  shun  many  a  man  with  his  hand, 
Burnt  and  destroyed  many  a  land. 
And  all  was  for  woman's  love. 
And  not  for  God's  sake  above. 
*  Journey. 
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Felice,  who  had  obeerved  his  reverie,  inquired  the  cause; 
and  learnt,  with  horror  and  astonishment,  his  determination 
to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  a  state  of  penance  and 
mortification.  He  contented  himself  with  directing  her, 
whenever  their  child  should  be  of  proper  age,  if  it  should 
prove  a  son,  to  intrust  his  education  to  Sir  Heraud;  and 
quitted  her  without  taking  leave  of  the  Earl,  and  even  without 
communicating  to  his  old  companion  Heraud  the  singular 
resolution  he  had  formed.  Felice,  unable  to  detain  him, 
places  on  his  finger  a  gold  ring,  requesting  him  to  bestow  at 
least  a  thought  on  her  whenever  he  should  cast  his  eyes  <m 
that  pledge  of  her  affection;  and  her  husband,  after  promising 
to  obey  her  instructions,  assumes  the  dress  of  a  palmer,  ana 
departs  for  the  Holy  Land. 

Felice  communicates  to  Rohand  the  news  of  this  unexpected 
misfortune ;  and  the  good  £arl  is  persuaded,  with  great  ap- 
pearance of  probability,  that  Sir  Guy  can  mean  no  more  tban 
to  put  her  affection  to  the  test,  by  a  conduct  as  capridoos  as 
her  own.  She  at  first  is  disposed  to  put  an  end  to  her  life, 
but  is  checked  by  the  thoughts  of  her  child.  Sir  Heraud,  in 
hopes  of  diverting  his  Mend  from  his  resolution,  takes  the 
habit  of  a  pilgrim,  and  travels  in  quest  of  him,  but  returns 
without  success. 

Quy  sought  hallowes^  in  many  countr^. 

And  sithe  to  Jerusalem  went  he ; 

And  when  he  to  Jerusalem  came. 

To  Antioch  his  way  he  name.* 

Here  occurs  a  very  strange  and  very  tedious  episode — 

He  found, 

As  he  went  in  his  journey, 

A  fayre  well  certayne, 

One  sat  thereby  in  slavayne'. 

A  fair  body  he  had,  and  a  long  visage. 

He  seemed  to  be  of  high  parentage. 

This  personage  was  a  certain  Earl  Jonas,  who  had  fifteen 
sons,  at  whose  head  he  went  to  make  war  against  the  Sai»- 
cens;  but,  after  a  long  engagement,  in  course  of  which  aU 
their  swords  broke  in  their  Imnds,  they  became  the  captives 

'  Saints.  *  Took.  '  A  pilgrim's  robe. 
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of  a  certain  Sir  Triamour.  This  petty  monarch  being  sum- 
moned, together  with  his  son  Fabour,  to  attend  the  court  of 
his  suzerain,  the  soudan  of  Persia,  is  imexpectedly  involyed  in 
a  very  dangerous  adventure.  Fabour  is  invited  by  the  Prince 
of  Persia  to  play  witii  him  at  chess;  and,  being,  imfortu- 
oately,  better  skilled  in  that  game  than  in  the  arts  of  a 
courtier,  has  the  imprudence  to  give  check-mate  to  the 
haughty  son  of  the  soudan,  who,  offended  by  his  presumption, 
wounds  him  on  the  head  with  the  chess-board.  Fabour  very 
humbly,  and  it  ihust  be  confessed  very  reasonably,  remon- 
strates against  this  mode  of  conunenting  on  the  game;  but 
his  arguments  having  no  other  effect  than  to  inflame  the  funr 
of  his  antagonist,  he  seizes  the  chess-board  in  his  turn,  and, 
with  one  blow,  lays  the  prince  dead  at  his  feet.  He  then 
communicates  the  intelligence  of  what  he  had  done  to  Jonas, 
and  they  immediately  retire  from  court.  But  the  power  of 
the  soudan  was  sufficient  to  reach  them  in  their  retreat. 
They  are  summoned  to  exculpate  themselves  before  an  as- 
sembly of  their  peers;  and  the  &ct  being  admitted,  Fabour  is 
condemned  to  fight,  either  in  person  or  by  deputy,  the  cham- 
pion of  the  soudan,  the  ferocious  Amiraunt  of  Ethiopia,  a 
giant  whom  no  Saiacen  had  yet  been  able  to  resist.  The 
only  fiivour  they  can  obtain  is  the  usual  respite  of  a  year  and 
a  day,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  champion  hardy  enoiigh 
to  undertake  the  combat.  Triamour,  returning  to  his  capital, 
summons  Jonas  into  his  presence,  and  asks  hun  if  he  is  ac- 
quainted with  any  Christian  hero  capable  of  overcoming  the 
Slant;  and  the  prisoner  having  named  two,  Sir  Guy  and  Sir 
Heraud,  the  king  dispatches  him  in  search  of  one  or  the 
other;  with  the  promise  of  liberty  and  the  most  ample  re- 
wards in  case  of  success,  and  the  denimciation  of  death  to 
himself  and  all  his  sons  in  case  of  his  failure. 

The  reader  is  aware  that  the  search  of  Earl  Jonas  has 
hitherto  been  unsuccessful,  that  the  fatal  period  is  nearly 
eqnred,  and  that,  in  relating  his  story  to  Sir  Guy,  whom  he 
is  unable  to  recognise  in  the  disguise  of  a  palmer,  he  is  guided 
by  courtesy  rather  than  by  any  hope  of  deriving  benefit  by 
hia  assistance.  The  hero  of  Warwick,  of  course,  offers  to 
mdertake  the  adventure;  is  accepted,  though  not  without 
hesitation;  is  presented  to  Triamour,  properly  armed,  and 
intixidttoed  into  the  lists.    The  combat  in  long  and  obstinate^ 
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and  the  giant,  after  receiving  many  wonndB,  requests  of  his 
adversary  a  momentary  respite,  for  the  purpose  ik  slaking  Us 
thirst  in  the  neigfabonring  river;  and  with  this  request  oat 
hero,  who  was  the  model  of  courtesy,  readily  complies;  when 
the  giant,  perfbctly  recovered  from  his  fiitigue,  recommences 
the  combat  with  renewed  vigour.  Sir  Quy,  growing  tfaiis^ 
in  his  turn,  makes  a  similar  request,  meets  with  a  rode  x^ 
&8al,  but  accomplishes  his  purpose  by  superior  agility; 
returns  to  the  attack;  cuts  off  successively  both  the  giant's 
arms;  finally  kills  him,  and  then  severs  his  head  from  his 
body;  Jonas  and  his  sons  are  delivered  from  prison;  and  Sir 
Guy,  after  disclosing  his  name,  departs  in  pvrsoit  of  adven- 
tures. In  the  mean  time  Felice  has  been  brought  to  bed  of  a 
son,  the  illustrious  Raynbum.  Having  carefully  tended  him 
during  the  first  four  years,  she  plaees  him,  according  to  the 
ovders  of  her  husband,  under  the  tuition  of  the  ezperifinoed 
Heraud.  But  Fate  had  determined  that  he  should  receive  an 
eazly  lesson  in  the  sdiool  of  adversity. 

So,  on  a  day,  I  understand 
Merchants  came  into  England, 
Into  London  out  of  Russie, 
With  Englishmen  to  sell  and  buy. 
They  gave  King  Athelstan  silver  and  gold 
To  buy  and  sell  where  they  would. 
So,  on  a  day,  withouten  lie. 
The  Saracens  gan  this  child  espie; 
Guy*s  son,  &ir  Raynbron, 
And  stole  him  away  with  treason. 
After  jhtw 

They  sailed  with  their  prey  to  an  haventowvi. 
Into  a  king's  land,  as  I  guess, 
That  was  well  &r  in  he^enness ; 
The  king's  name  was  Aragoa. 

To  him  Raynbum  was  presented;  andAragns,  pleased^ 
his  appearance,  clothed  him  magnificently,  caused  his  edi 
tion  to  be  completed,  made  him  lus  chamberlain,  and  eanfeiicJ 
cm  him  the  order  of  knighthood. 

Henmd,  as  soon  as  he  heard  that  his  charge  was  stolen,  set 
off  in  puTSoit  of  him:  but  he  was  &r  less  fiBrtunate  Uiatt  hm 
wavd;  W  was  shipwrecked  on  the  coast  oiAfnct^ 
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a  dmidfbl  conflict  with  the  natites,  was  finally  ovci-powewd 
and  thrown  isto  a  dnngeon,  in  whidi  he  was  8ii£fered  to  Im- 
gnish,  Bcduded  from  his  friends  and  foigotten  by  his  enemies, 
while  his  pupil  was  signalizing  himsdf  by  such  feats  of  eaily 
prowess  as  to  excite  astonii^iinent  in  eyery  part  of  the 
SsiBcen  empire. 

But  it  is  now  time  to  return  to  Sir  Ghiy,  who,  solely  oeea« 
pied  with  devotional  pursuits,  had  traTelled  to  Constantinople, 
and  from  thence  into  Almayne.  Here  he  diances  to  meet  a 
pUgrim  who  **  made  semblaunt  sorry."  Qny  enters  into  con- 
▼ersation  with  him,  and  finds  him  to  be  his  old  friend  Sir 
lliierry,  who  had  been  dispossessed  by  the  emperor  of  all  his 
Be&,  and  reduced  to  the  greatest  distress,  in  eonsequence  of  a 
&l8e  accusation  preferred  against  him  by  Barnard,  cousin  of 
file  fiimous  Duke  Otho,  the  felon  Duke  of  Pavia,  who  had 
inherited  the  estates  and  the  yices  of  that  treacherous  prinoe, 
and,  unfortunately  for  the  imperial  Tassals,  possessed  to  the 
same  degree  the  confidence  of  his  master,  together  with  the 
^lignity  of  steward  to  the  emperor.  Sir  Guy,  on  hearing  tint 
file  dcAth  of  Otho,  whom  he  nad  shiin,  had  been  employed  to 
Ihe  ruin  of  his  fiiend  Thierry,  frdls  into  a  swoon ;  a  praetioe 
to  which,  as  we  have  seen,  he  was  much  addicted. 

""Good  man,"  quoth  Thierry,  "tell  thou  me 

How  kmg  Ihis  evil  hath  holden  thee?" 
^'Maay  a  day,"  quoth  Sir  Guy,  «'it  took  me  ore!" 
*«  Good  love!"  quoth  Thiefry,  **do  it  no  more!" 

Thierry  proceeds  to  lament  the  supposed  death  of  Sir  Got, 
who,  diough  fbll  of  compassion  for  his  friend,  and  already 
determined  to  redress  his  injuries,  continnes  to  conceal  his 
name.  But  Hiieny  was  weak  and  fiiint  with  hunger;  and 
Sir  Guy  teDs  him,  ttiat  as  ''  he  has  a  penny  in  his  purse,"  it 
would  be  expedient  to  hasten  to  the  nearest  town,  and  employ 
Aat  sum  in  the  purchase  of  provisions.  Thierry  wiDingly 
accompanies  him,  but,  feeling  sleepy  as  well  as  faint,  is  ad- 
vised to  refresh  himself,  in  the  first  instance,  with  a  few 
SAoments'  repose;  and  die  fiumished  Thierry  fidls  asleep  with 
his  head  resting  on  the  knees  of  Sir  Guy.  During  his  slum^ 
her,  a  "white  weasd"  suddenly  jumps  out  of  his  mouth; 
taikes  refuge  in  the  crevice  of  a  neighbouring  rock,  and  after 
s  diort  space  of  time  returns,  and  again  runs  down  his  tiiroal. 
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Sir  Thierry,  waking,  informs  Sir  Qtiy  that  he  had  dreamed  a 


dream;  that  he  had  seen  a ''  &ir  bright  sword"  and  a  tieasare 
of  inestimable  value,  and  that,  sleeping  on  his  arm,  he  had 
been  saved  by  him  from  a  dreadful  calamity.  The  supposed 
palmer  interprets  the  dream;  goes  to  the  spot  indicated  by 
the  weasel,  and  finds  the  sword  and  treasure ;  which  he  de- 
livers to  Sir  Thierry,  with  an  injunction  to  preserve  the  sword 
with  the  greatest  possible  care,  and  then  takes  his  leave. 

Sir  Guy  now  repairs  to  the  emperor's  palace,  asks  charity, 
and  is  admitted  into  the  hall.  As  his  hSbit  bespeaks  him  a 
traveller,  he  is  on  all  sides  assailed  by  inquiries  after  news; 
and  the  emperor,  having  a  very  proper  opinion  of  his  own 
importance,  questions  mm  on  the  reports  prevailing  amoig 
his  subjects  respecting  his  character.  Guy  boldly  assores 
him  that  he  is  universcdly  blamed  for  the  flagrant  injustice  of 
his  conduct  towards  the  innocent  Thierry;  and,  throwing 
down  his  glove,  offers  to  prove,  by  force  of  arms,  the  fiilse- 
hood  of  Bunard's  accusation.  Tne  steward,  though  not  a 
little  surprised  by  the  appearance  of  such  an  imcouth  adver- 
sary, accepts  the  challenge;  the  battle  is  awarded;  the  palmer 
is  presented  with  a  suit  of  armour,  and  then  repairs  to  Thieny 
for  the  sword  which  had  been  miraculously  discovered  by  the 
white  weasel.  Sir  Barnard,  however,  was  so  stout,  that  after 
a  combat  which  lasted  during  the  whole  day  the  victory  was 
still  undecided :  but  he  had  discovered  during  this  trial  of  the 
palmer^s  prowess,  that  it  would  be  much  more  convenient  to 
get  rid  of  his  adversary  by  any  other  means  than  to  abide  by 
the  issue  of  a  second  conflict.  Judging  therefore  that  iht 
palmer  would  sleep  soundly  after  his  fittigue,  he  dispatches  a 
number  of  his  emissaries,  with  orders  to  take  him  up  in  his  | 
bed  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  and  throw  him  into  the  sea.  j 
Although  Sir  Guy  was  lodged  in  the  palace,  being  under  the 
immediate  protection  of  the  justice  of  the  empire,  this  bokl  j 
enterprise  was  successfully  executed;  and  Sir  Guy,  when  he 
awaked  in  the  morning,  was  not  a  little  astonished  to  find 
bimself  floating  in  his  bed,  at  some  distance  from  land.  Bat 
Providence,  who  had  intended  that  the  guilt  of  Sir  Barnard 
ahould  become  completely  manifest,  dir^ted  a  fisherman  to 
the  spot,  who  conveyed  Sir  Guy  in  safety  to  tlie  palace,  and 
related  this  miraculous  incident  to  the  emperor.  Hie  monarch 
having  determined  tfaatihe  punishment  of  the  steward  Bhod^ 
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be  inflicted  by  the  champion  whom  Hearen  had  thus  marked 
out  for  the  purpose,  the  battle  recommences,  and  Sir  Barnard, 
abeady  half  Tanqnished  by  the  reproaches  of  his  own  con- 
science, is  overpowered  and  slain.  The  victor  then  demands 
the  reinstatement  of  Sir  Thierry,  and,  having  obtained  it, 
goes  in  search  of  his  friend,  whom  he  finds  in  a  church,  de- 
Touily  engaged  in  prayer,  and  hastily  leads  him  to  the  em- 
peror,  who  weeps  at  the  sight  of  his  distress,  and  restores 
him  to  all  his  possessions. 

The  emperor  let  bathe  Thierry, 
And  clad  him  in  clothes  richely. 
And  gave  him  both  palfrey  and  steed. 
And  all  things  that  he  had  of  need. 
Sir  Thierry,  who  had  hitherto  felt  little  confidence  in  the 
sssurances  of  the  pilgrim,  was  now  filled  with  the  warmest 
giatitade  towards  lus  deliverer ;  and  his  gratitude  was  exalted 
to  enthusiasm,  when,  having  been  invited  to  accompany  him 
during  a  part  of  his  journey,  he  discovered,  in  this  deliverer, 
bis  old  friend  and  benefactor.     He  adjured  Sir  Ghiy  to  share 
the  prosperity  he  had  bestowed;  but  the  hero,  only  solicitous 
to  become  an  humble  instrument  in  the  hands  of  Providence, 
and  determined  to  frdfil  his  destiny,  whatever  it  might  be, 
tore  himself  fr-om  his  embraces,  and,  pursuing  his  journey, 
ttrived,  without  meeting  any  new  adventures,  in  England. 

Athelstan  was,  at  this  moment,  in  the  greatest  distress. 
He  was  besieged  in  Winchester  by  Anlaf,  kmg  of  Denmark, 
and  had  only  obtained  a  temporary  respite  frx)m  the  assault, 
by  stipulating  to  produce  a  champion  who  should  enter  the 
^  in  his  defence  against  ihe  terrible  Colbrand.  Such  a 
champion,  however,  he  was  well  aware,  could  not  be  found  in 
Windiester,  and  he  seemed  destined  to  fall  under  the  yoke  of 
the  Danish  monarch;  when,  after  spending  some  days  in 
F«yer  and  abstinence,  he  was  instructed  by  ''  an  angel  from 
heren  light"  to  intrust  his  defence  to  the  first  pilgrim  whom 
he  should  meet  at  the  entrance  of  his  palace.  This  pilgrim, 
as  ^  reader  will  have  foreseen,  was  Sir  Guy;  and  Athelstan 
^condescended  to  ask,  on  his  knees,  the  assistance  of  the 
Heaven-directed  champion. 

"  Do  way,"  leve  sir,"  said  Guy, 

**  Ich  am  an  old  man,  of  feeble  body; 
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Mv  strength  is  fro  me  &re!"i 
Hie  kmg  feU  an  knees  to  gnmnd. 
And  cryed  him  mercy  in  tibot  stoimd, 

Gif  it  his  will  were. 
And  tlie  baivuns  did  also; 
O'  knees  they  Sellen  alle  tko, 

Willh  sorrow  and  sighing  eare. 
Sir  Guy  beheld  the  loi^ings  aU, 
And  swich  sorrow  hem  was  htMl 

Sir  Guy  had  of  hem  care. 

Sir  Guy  took  up  the  king  anon. 
And  hade  the  lordings,  «yeriehon. 

That  they  dKnild  i^stond; 
And  said, '' For  God  ia  Izuiit^ 
And  (for  to  matke  Enghind  £pee. 

The  bat^  I  mm'  on  hand." 
Then  was  the  king  full  glad  .and  blithe. 
And  thanked  Guy  a  thousand  sithe,^ 

And  Jesu  Ghristes  aond.* 
To  the  king  of  Denmaik  he  sent  than. 
And  said  he  had  founden  a  maa 

To  fight  fin:  Engekmd. 

The  Danish  men  busked'  hem  yare 
Into  tile  battle  for  to  fare; 

To  fight  they  were  well  faw ;  • 
And  Guy  was  armed  swithe  well. 
In  a  good  hauberk  of  steel. 

Wrought  of  the  best  law.' 
An  helm  he  had  of  mickle  might, 
With  a  sede  of  gold  "  that  shone  bright^ 

With  precious  stones  on  rawe: 
In  the  fi-ent  stood  a  carbtmcle  stone ; 
As  bright  as  any  sim  it  shone. 

That  glcameth  under  shaw.*' 

On  that  helm  stood  a  fiower; 
Wrought  it  was  of  divers  colour: 

1  Grone.    *  On.     *  IVtke.    *  Time.     '  Sending;  message.     «  Prepared. 
9  Beady.  'Glad.  'Manner.   "  A  plate  of  gold.  '^  A  thicket,  or  wood. 
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Merry  it  was  to  behdd. 
Trust  asod  true  was  his  ^vantav'le,* 
Gloves,  and  gambeson,*  and  hosen  of  mail. 

As  good  koight  have  shold. 
Girt  he  was  with  a  good  brond,' 
Well  kervand;^  beforcn  his  hond, 

A  targe'  listed'  with  gold. 
Portrayed  with  three  kings  com,^ 
That  present  God  when  he  was  bom; 

Merrier  was  none  on  mould. 

And  a  swift  onumd*  steed 
Alwiin'  they  did  him  lead, 

His  tire'<^  it  was  ^iiU  gay; 
Sir  Guy  upon  that  steed  wc«id,'* 
With  a  good  glaive^'  in  his  hond. 

And  pricked  Inm  forth  his  way. 
And  when  he  came  to  the  place 
Where  the  battle  locked"  was, 

Guy  light  withouten  delay. 
And  fell  on  knees  down  in  that  stede, 
And  to  God  he  bade  his  bede,^^ 

He  should  lien  his  help  that  day. 

"  tord!"  said  Guy,  "ihat  reared  Lazaroun,i* 
And  for  man  tholed**  passioun. 

And  on  the  rood'^  gan  bleed; 
That  saved  8u2an  from  the  feloun. 
And  halp  Daniel  from  the  lioun, 

To  day,  wiss  me  and  rede!" 
Ajb  thou  art  mighti  heven-king, 
To  day  grant  me  thy  blessing, 

And  help  me  at  this  need ; 
And,  Levedy  Mary!  full  of  mi^t, 

'  Tht  moTeable  front  to  a  helmet,  which  covered  the  face,  and  through 
wbich  the  wearer  respired  the  air.  *  A  staffed  and  quilted  habit,  fitted 
to  the  body  to  prevent  the  chafing  of  the  external  armour,  as  well  as  to 
i^ieck  the  progress  of  a  weapon.  *  Sword.  ^  Cutting.  *  Shield. 
'  fiordered.  '  Chosen.  Sax.  '  Running.  '  Probably  the  horses 
vaow.  ^*  Accoutrements.  * '  Went.  *'  A  weapon  composed  of  a  long 
kag  Made  at  the  end  of  a  lance.  >'  I^ed,  appointed.  >«  Prayer. 
^  lAxams.      ^'  Suffered.      "  Cross.      ^*  Instruct  and  advise. 

Q2 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


228  EABLT   ENGLIBH   METRICAL   SOMJLKCES. 

To  day  save  Englandes  right, 
And  lene  ^  me  well  to  speed !  *' 

When  the  folk  was  samned*  by  both  side, 
The  two  kings,  with  miclde  pride, 

After  the  relics  they  send; 
The  corporas,*  and  the  mass-gear. 
On  the  halidom  *  they  gmi  swear, 

With  wordes  free  and  hend. 
The  king  of  Denmark  swore  first,  y-wiss, 
Gif  that  his  giant  slayen  is, 

To  Denmark  he  shall  wend, 
And  neyer  more  England  come  within, 
Ne  none  after  him  of  his  kin, 

Unto  the  worldis  end. 

Sithen  swore  the  King  Athelston, 
And  said  among  hem  everichon. 

By  God,  that  all  may  weld,* 
Gif  his  man  there  slayn  be, 
Or  over-comen,  that  men  may  sec, 

Becreant  in  the  field, 
His  man  he  will  become  on  hand. 
And  all  the  realm  of  England, 

Of  him,  for  to  held; 
And  hold  him  for  lord  and  king, 
With  gold  and  silver,  and  all  thing. 

Great  truage*  him  for  to  yield.  , 

^  When  they  had  sworn,  and  hostage  found, 

Colbrand  stert  up  in  that  stound; 

To  fight  he  was  fuU  fell: 
He  was  so  mickle,  and  so  unrede,' 
That  none  horse  might  him  lead. 

In  gest  as  I  you  teU ; 
UnneQie"  a  cart  might  him  bear. 
So  many  he  had  of  aimes-gear,' 

The  English  for  to  quell; 
Swiche  armour  as  he  had  upon, 

1  Gire;  grant.  *  Assembled  together.  '  The  doth  which  was  pJsoed 
T>eneath  the  consecrated  elements  in  the  sacrament.  *  Sanctuary;  sacn- 
meut.   ^  Govern.   •  Tribute.  A.  N.    ?  Unwieldy.  •  Scarcely.  *  Amour. 
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Y-wis8  ne  Heard  ye  never  none. 
But  as  it  were  a  fiend  of  hell. 

Of  mails  was  nought  his  hauberk, 
It  was  all  of  another  work 

That  marvel  is  to  hear; 
All  it  were  thick  splints  of  steel. 
Thick,  y.joined  strong  and  well, 

To  keep  that  fiendis  fere.^ 
Hosen  he  had  also  well  y.wroughk, 
Other  than  splintes  was  it  nou^t> 

From  his  foot  to  his  swere: ' 
He  was  so  mickle  and  so  strong. 
And,  thereto,  so  wonderlich  long, 

In  the  world  was  none  his  peer. 

An  helm*  he  had  on  his  heved  set. 
And  ther-under  a  thick  basinet;  * 

Unseemly  was  his  weed: 
A  targe  he  had  y-wrought  full  weU, 
(Other  metal  was  there  none  but  steel), 

A  mickle  and  unrede. 
All  his  armour  was  black  as  pitch. 
Well  foul  he  was,  and  loathlich, 

A  grisly  gome'  to  fede. 
The  high  kmg,  that  sitteth  on  high. 
That  welt*  tins  world  fiir  and  nigh. 

Make  him  well  evil  to  speed! 

A  dart  he  bare  in  his  hand  kervand,' 
And  his  weapon  about  him  stondand, 

Both  behind  and  befom^ 
Axes,  and  gisarmes,'  sharp  y-ground, 
And  glaives,  for  to  give  with  wound^ 

Two  hundred  and  mo  there  worn.' 
The  English  beheld  him  fast; 
King  Athelstan  was  sore  aghast, 

England  he  should  have  lorn.*' 
For  when  Guy  saw  that  wicked  hert, 

^  DevQ*«  companion.    «  Neck.     »  A  helmet.     *  A  light  hehnet  worn 
^nder  the  other.     *  Man.    •  Rules.     '  Carving,  catting.     ■  Battle-axei. 
•  Were.  "  Lort. 
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He  nas  nvrer  so  sore  afeard, 
Siththen  that  he  was  horn. 

Sir  Guy  lept  oa  his  eteed  fote-hot,^ 
And  with  a  spear  that  well  bote/ 

To  him  he  gan  to  ride; 
And  he  ihot  to  Guy  dartes  tinee; 
Of  the  twny  tiien  foiled  he,. 

The  third  he  let  to  him  glide. 
Thorough  Guy's  diidd  it  glode,* 
And  thorough  his  armour,  without  abode, 

Between  his  arm  and  side; 
And  quitdiich^  into  the  field  it  yede. 
The  BKrantaiuiee*  of  aa  acre  brede, 

JBce  that'it  woidd  abide. 

Sir  Gu^  to  him  gaa  to  drive, 
That  his  spear  brast  a-five* 

On  his  shield  that  was  so  booad; 
And  Colbraod,  with  miekle  heat, 
On  Gay*8  helm  he  would  luive  smit. 

And  failed  of  him  that  stound. 
Betwix  the  saddle  and  the  araoon,' 
The  stroke  of  that  felon  glode  adown, 

Withouten,  wem*  or  wound, 
That  saddle  and  hone  atwo*  he  smot. 
Into  the  earth  well  half  a  foot. 

And  Guy  Ml  down  to  ground. 

Sir  Guy,  aatite,'^  up  stert, 

As  man  that  was  agremed"  in  heart, 

His  steed  he  had  fedore. 
On  his  helm  he  would  hit  him  tho, 
Ac  he  no  might  noo^t  readi  therto. 

By  two  foot  and  yet  more. 
But  on  his  shoulder  the  sword  feU  down, 
And  carf  "  both  phrtes  and  haubei^eon, 

With  his  grimly  gore. 
Thorough  all  his  anaour  stem  and  strong, 

1  ImmeOliitdy.     iCut.    'Glided.      *  Quite.      » Amount     *  Bju^in 
Are  pieces.    ^  The  bow  of  a  saddle.    »  Hurt.    •  lu  two.    » Immediitdf . 
"  Sorrowed.  "»  Carrod,  cut. 
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He  Bade  him  a  woond  a  span  loag* 
That  gnefved  him  foil  sore. 

Colbrand  was  sore  aahame, 

And  smot  Guy  with  mickle  grame*' 

On  his  helm  he  hit  him  tho; 
That  hia  flowera  eTerichon, 
And  his  good  carbimcle  stone 

Well  even  he  carf  a-two. 
Even  a-two  he  smot  his  shield. 
That  it  flew  into  the  field: 

When  Chiy  saw  it  was  so, 
That  he  had  his  shield  forlorn, 
Hitf  behind  and  half  befom, 

In  heart  him  was  well  wo* 

And  Guy  hent'  his  sword  in  hand. 
And  hetelich*  smot  to  Colbrand; 

As  a  child  he  stood  him  under; 
Upon  the  shield  he  gave  him  swich  a  dent. 
Before  the  stroke  the  fire  out  went. 

As  it  were  light  of  thunder. 
The  hands  of  steel  he  carf  each  one, 
And  into  the  shield  a  foot  and  half  on, 

With  his  sword  he  smote  asunder. 
And  with  the  out-braiding^  his  sword  brast; 
Though  Guy  were  than  sore  aghast. 

It  was  little  wonder. 

Tho  was  Guy  nxxe  dismayd. 
And  in  his  heart  well  evil  apayd,' 

For  the  chance  him  was  be&U; 
And,  for  he  had  lorn  his  good  brQud 
And  his  steed  upon  the  send. 

To  our  Levedy  he  can  calL 
Then  gan.  the  Danish  host 
Each  pricken  other,  and  tnalr^Ti  boast. 

And  said,  among  hem  all, 
"  Now  shall  the  English  be  slain  in  field ; 
Great  trewage  Ei^land  shall  us  yield, 

And  evermore  be  our  thrall.'* 

'  Anger.     «  Took.  .  •  Hotly,  eagerly.      *  Oat-starting.     *  Pleased. 
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"  Now,  Sir  knight,"  said  Colbnmd, 

*'  Thou  hast  lorn  thi  sword  in  thine  hand. 

Thy  shield,  and  eke  thy  steed. 
Do  now  well;  yield  thee  to  me. 
And  smartlich'  unarme  thee; 

Cry  mercy  I  thee  rede. 
And,  for  thou  art  so  doughty  knight, 
Thou  durst  again  me  held  fight. 

To  my  lord  I  shall  thee  1^; 
And  vrith  him  thou  shalt  accorded  be; 
In  his  court  he  will  hold  thee, 

And  find  that  thee  is  need." 

"  Do  way!"  said  Guy,  "  thereof  speak  nou^t; 
By  Him  that  all  this  world  hath  wrought, 

I  had  liever  thou  were  an-hong!* 
Ac  thou  hast  armes  great  plenty ; 
I- wis  thou  must  lene*  me 

One  of  thine  axes  strong." 
Colbrand  swore,  **  By  Apolyn, 
Of  all  the  weapons  that  is  mine. 

Her  shalt  thou  none  afong !  * 
Now  thou  wilt  not  do  by  my  rede, 
Thou  shalt  die  an  evil  dede* 

Ere  that  it  be  ought  long!" 

When  Guy  heard  him  speak  so, 
Al  soon  he  gan  him  turn  tho, 

And  to  his  weapons  he  geth, 
Tliere  his  axes  stoden  by  hemselve; 
He  kept  one  with  a  well  good  helve,* 

The  best,  him  thought,  he  seeth. 
To  Colbrand  again  he  ran. 
And  said  "  Traitour!"  to  him  than, 
"  Thou  shalt  have  evil  death! 
Now  ich  have  of  weapons  plente. 
Wherewith  that  I  may  were'  me, 

Bight  maugre  al  tlune  teeth." 

Colbrand,  then,  -mth.  mickle  heat. 
On  Guy's  helm  he  would  have  smit 

«  Quickly.        •  Hanged.        •  Give.        *  Receire.        *  Death. 
«  Handle,  Sax.        7  Defend. 
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With  well  great  heart-tene ; 
Ac  he  failed  of  his  dent, 
And  the  sword  into  the  earth  went 

A  foot  and  more,  I  wene. 
And,  with  Colbrand's  out-draught, 
Sir  Quy,  with  ax,  a  stroke  him  raught 

A  wound  that  was  well  seen ; 
So  smartlich  he  smote  Colbrand, 
That  his  right  arm,  with  all  his  hand, 

He  struck  off  quite  and  clean. 
When  Colbrand  feld  him  so  smite, 
He  was  well  wrath,  ye  may  well  wite. 

He  gan  his  sword  up-fond,' 
And  in  his  left  hand  up  it  haf  ;* 
And  Ghiy  in  the  neck  a  stroke  him  gaf, 

As  he  stooped  for  the  brond. 
That  his  heyed  from  the  body  he  smot, 
And  into  the  earth  half  a  foot. 

Thorough  grace  of  Godis  sond. 
Dead  he  fell'd  the  glutton  there; 
The  Danes,  with  sorrow  and  care. 
They  dight  hem  out  of  loud. 
Sir  Qity,  carried  in  triumph  to  Winchester,  seemed  to  take 
no  share  in  the  general  exultation.    Scarcely  was  he  disarmed, 
when  he  demanded  his  sclavam,  and  departed  without  deign- 
ing to  satisfy  the  curiosity  of  the  nobles  or  people  concerning 
the  name  of  their  gallant  deliverer;  nor  did  Athelstan  himseS* 
obtain  a  communication  of  the  secret,  till  he  had  given  a 
solemn  promise  not  to  reveal  it  before  the  expiration  of  twelve 
months.     Sir  Ghiy,  careless  of  wealth  and  honour,  and  even 
indifferent  to  the  caresses  of  friendship,  disengaged  himself 
from  the  importunate  kindness  of  his  sovereign,  and  proceeded 
to  Warwick. 

The  disconsolate  Felice,  during  the  long  interval  of  his 
absence,  had  passed  her  whole  time  in  acts  of  devotion  or  of 
charity.  Her  husband,  presenting  himself  at  her  gate  in  his 
pilgrim's  weeds,  was  invited  into  the  hall;  was  plentifiilly 
entertained;  and  enjoyed  the  pleasure  of  witnessing,  unknown 
and  unsuspected,  her  daily  observance  of  those  duties  to 

*  Grief.  *  Fond  is,  generally,  to  attempt:  here  it  means  to  raite  uiih 
^ort.        »  Hove,  heaved. 
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which  he  had,  long  since,  deroted  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
Unwilling  to  withdraw  ker  from  these  sahitary  pursuits,  he 
again  departed  unknown,  taking  with  him  a  single  page  as  an 
attendant,  and  retired  to  a  solitary  hermitage  in  the  forest  of 
Ardenne,  where  he  was  advertised  hy  an  angel  of  his  ap- 
proaching diflsohrtion.  He  then  dispatched  his  page  to  Felice 
with  the  gold  ring  which  he  had  reeeired  from  her  at  parting, 
and  adjured  her  to  come  and  give  directions  for  his  huiisl 
She  arrived;  found  him  dying;  received  his  last  breath;  and, 
having  survived  him  only  fifteen  days,  was  buried  in  the  same 
grave. 

The  author  of  the  romaace  now  thiolfis^  and  certainly  not 
without  reason,  that  it  is  time  to  take  some  notice  of  Herand. 
Wc  have  left  this  unCbvtonale  wazrior  in  a  dungeen  on  the  coast 
of  Africa ;  where,  duzii^  a  long  series  of  years,  his  only  occu- 
pation or  amusement  was,  to  bemoan  his  present  misery,  or  to 
relate  the  steries  of  has  fonner  prowess,  without  being  able  to 
awaken  the  compassiAii,  or  even  excite  the  attention  of  his 
gaolers. 

But  the  monarch  by  whom  he  was  detained  in  captivity, 
having  incautiously  engaged  in  a  war  with  Aragus,  who  is 
already  known  to  the  reader  as  the  patron  of  young  Bayn- 
bttm,  wa8>  after  many  defeats,,  at  length  besieged  in  hm  ct^nal, 
and  on  the  point  of  being  foreed  to  surrender.  In  tiluB  extrs- 
nuty,  he  learned  from  one  of  his  attendants  who  had  aedden- 
taUy  overheavd  the  complaints  of  the  unfortonate  prisoner, 
that  his  captive  was  no  other  than  the  zUustrieos  Herand,  the 
second  hero  of  Christendom.  Overjoyed  at  this  inteiligenoe^ 
the  kii^  instantly  ordered  him  into  nis  presence,  requested 
the  aid  of  his  arm,  and  offiered  his  freedom  as  the  rewaid. 
The  offer  was  accepted;  and  Heraud,  though  weakened  bf 
abstinence,  benumbed  by  inactivity,  and  probably  not  mnoa 
improved  by  old  age,  was  no  sooner  bathed  and  well  fed,  thai 
he  finrnd  himself  at  once  restored  to  all  his  fonner  vigaur. 
Being  presented  with  a  suit  of  armour,  he  springs  upon  his 
horse,  sallies  out  against  the  enemy,  oversets  all  who  oppose 
him,  and  is  on  the  point  of  killing  Aragus  himself,  when  he  is 
suddenly  called  upon  to  defend  himself  against  the  teni^ 
Baynfawn. 

To  Herhaud  that  knight  gan  sayn, 
"  Thou  old  coward,  turn  again! 
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HiOB  akendfst^  mj  knd  with  -nStaof; 
Therefore,  ehntl,  Aon  ahalt  ahye!*' 

Heraud,  unufled  to  such  leproacheB,  adTances  to  meet  his 
doughty  assailant,  and  a  dreadful  combat  ensues;  during 
which  ihe  old  knight,  astonished  at  the  weight  of  Haynbum's 
blows,  repeatedly  adjures  faim  to  rereal  his  name.  The  young 
hero,  fearing  that  this  mi^t  be  conatrued  as  a  sign  of  fear,  ob- 
stinately refuses ;  but  at  length,  being  won  by  iSbe  modesty  and 
courtesy  of  his  reverend  amtagonist,  consents  to  an  explanation, 
the  result  of  which  is,  that  tiie  champions  rush  into  each  other's 
arms,  and  amicably  depart  t<^ether,  to  the  great  astonish, 
ment  of  their  respective  sovereigns,  who,  being  equally  unfit 
for  the  further  conduct  of  Hie  war,  are  easily  induced  to  a 
similar  reconciliation. 

The  preceptor  and  his  pupil,  after  riding  till  the  approach 
of  night  wiUiout  meeting  with  any  city,  town,  or  village, 
began  to  grow  impatient  for  a  place  of  shelter,  when  they  very 
lucidly  discovered  a  castle  in  me  midst  of  a  plain.  Here  they 
had  the  good  fortune  to  meet  with  a  very  civil  and  talkative 
porter;  who,  after  informing  them  that  the  castle  belonged  to 
a  lady,  and  that  she  was  in  great  affliction  for  the  loss  of  her 
husband,  hastened  to  her  wi&  the  information  of  their  arrival, 
and  speedily  returned  with  an  order  for  their  instant  admis- 
sion. 

Then  came  squires  and  servanoe. 

And  took  their  swordes  and  their  lance; 

The  lady  them  kept  with  honour, 

And  unioced  their  armour. 

That  night  they  had  good  rest. 

And  meat  and  drink  of  the  best. 
«'  Madam,"  «dd  Heihaud  the  bold, 
'*  What  faigiit  your  lord?"  and  she  him  told. 

She  said  **  Amys  of  the  mountain ; 

The  best  knig^rt  of  this  land,  eertaxB. 

Here  beside,  an  elvish  kmgbt 

Hath  taken  my  kird  in  fight, 

And  kalh  kim  led  with  hin  arway 

Into  l^e  Fairy,  sir,  par  ma  fby." 

**  Was  Amys,"  quod  Herfaaud,  "  your  husband? 
^  Cniest  ndn  to. 
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A  doughtier  knight  was  none  in  land!" 

Then  told  Herhaud  to  Raynbron, 

How  he  loved  his  father  Ghiyon. 

Then  said  Baynbum,  "  For  thy  sako 

Tomorrow  I  shall  the  way  take, 

And  never  more  come  again 

Till  I  bring  Amys  of  the  momitain.'* 

Baynbum  rose  in  the  morning  early, 

And  armed  him  full  richly. 

He  said;  ^'  Herhaud,  here  be  you; 

To  fetch  Amys  I  shall  go  now." 

Haynbum  rode  till  it  was  noon, 

Till  he  came  to  a  rock  of  stone; 
.    There  he  found  a  strong  gate; 

He  blessed  him,  and  rode  in  thereat. 

He  rode  half  a  mile  the  way; 

He  saw  no  light  that  came  of  day; 

Then  came  he  to  a  water  broad. 

Never  man  over  such  one  rode; 

Within  he  saw  a  place  green; 

Such  one  had  he  never  erst  seen. 

Within  that  place  there  was  a  palace. 

Closed  with  waUs  of  heathenness. 

Tbe  walls  thereof  was  of  crystal. 

And  the  sommers  of  coral. 

Haynbum  had  great  doubt  to  pass 

The  water,  so  deep  and  broad  it  was. 

And,  at  the  last,  his  steed  did  leap 

Into  the  broad  water  deep. 

Thirty  &thom  he  sank  down: 

Then  deped  he  to  God  Baynbum. 

God  him  holpe,  his  steed  was  good. 

And  bare  him  over  that  hedeous  flood. 
Baynbum  now  dismounts,  and  after  wandering  for  some 
time  about  the  palace,  finds  in  a  dungeon,  a  Imight,  who 
proves  to  be  Sir  Amys ;  by  whom  he  is  informed  that  the 
elfish  knight  is  invulnerable  by  common  weapons,  and  that  it 
is  necessary,  as  a  prelude  to  his  success,  to  possess  himself  of 
an  enchanted  sword,  which  he  will  find  hanging  in  the  great 
hall.  Baynbum,  following  these  directions,  seizes  the  swoid, 
carries  off  Sir  Amys,  is  pursued  by  the  elfish  knight,  whom 
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he  attacks  and  wounds,  and  compels  to  purchase  his  Kfe  by 
the  surrender  of  all  the  captives  whom  he  detained  in  his 
enchanted  palace.  Eaynbum  restores  Sir  Amys  to  his  lady, 
and  departs  with  Heraud. 

The  travellers  meet  with  no  further  adventures  till  they 
arrive  in  Biurgimdy,  which  they  find  in  a  state  of  desolation, 
in  consequence  of  the  repeated  incursions  of  a  certain  Earl 
Sany,  who,  though  not  very  formidable  from  his  own  valour, 
has  the  good  fortune  to  retain  in  his  service  a  wonderful 
knight,  only  twenty  years  old,  but  hitherto  invincible.  This 
paragon  of  chivalry  keeps  a  pass  in  the  mountains;  and 
Raynbum  is  of  course,  impatient  to  try  his  process.  The 
combat  between  these  youthful  rivals  for  lame  is,  as  might  be 
expected,  long  and  indecisive.  Raynbum  repeatedly  inquires 
the  name  of  his  opponent— 

"Nay,"  said  the  knight,  "by  heaven  king 
I  shall  thee  tell  nothing 
Till  thy  head  be  from  thy  body ! 
For  here  passed  no  man,  truly, 
But  that  I  slew  him  in  this  place : 
So  shall  I  thee,  or  thou  pass! 
And  thine  old  churl  also. 
My  sword  shall  bite  his  neck  atwo." 

Raynbum,  as  we  have  seen,  was  not  very  tolerant:  the 
combat  therefore  recommenced,  after  this  imgracious  answer, 
with  redoubled  fuiy;  but  so  equal  were  the  strength  and  skill 
of  these  antagonists  that  the  victory  could  not  be  decided. 
At  length  Heraud  interferes,  and  advises  the  young  knight  to 
forego  the  contest,  and  yield  the  palm  to  Raynbum,  assuring 
him  that  he  is  equally  rich  and  liberal.  The  young  man  then 
condescends  to  ask  tiieir  names,  observing,  that  at  the  sight 
and  voice  of  Sir  Heraud,  he  feels  an  affray  of  which  he  had 
never  before  been  conscious.  Heraud  now,  in  his  turn, 
refuses,  and  the  yoimg  knight  consents  to  speak  first.  The 
reader  will  perhaps  hear  with  some  surprise  that  this  was  no 
other  than  Aslake,  Sir  Heraud*s  son,  concerning  whose  birth 
and  education  we  have  no  information  whatever,  and  that  the 
affray  occasioned  by  the  sight  of  lus  father  was  the  instinctive 
Toice  of  filial  affection.  The  young  hero  falls  on  his  knees, 
iisks  forgiveness  of  lus  father  and  of  Raynbum,  and  accom- 
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poniies  them  to  England,  where  they  are  all  joyfaUj  xeoemA 
by  Athektan. 

Now  18  the  fltery  brought  to  an  end, 

Of  Ghiy,  the  bold  baron  of  piriee. 

And  of  tiie  flair  xnaid  Fdiee, 

And  of  Askke,  and  Sir  Raynbroni*-* 

Fair  enmmpleB  men  may  lere, 

Whoso  will  liBten  aaoid  bear. 

True  to  lote,  late  and  early, 

Aa,  in  hss  life,  did  good  Siet  Ghiy : 

For  be  forsook  worldly  honour. 

To  serve  Qod  his  creatonr; 

Wbeitefore  Jesa,  that  was  of  a  maid  bom 

To  buy  nmn'fi  soul  that  was  fbrioni. 

And  rose  from  death  the  thaid  day. 

And  led  man's  soul  from  heU  «way. 

On  their  souls  have  mercy! 

And  ye,  that  ^ve  heard  this  story, 

God  give  you  all  his  blessing. 

And  of  his  graoe  to  your  ending; 

And  joy,  and  bliss,  tiiat  ever  shatL  be ! 

Amen,  Amen,  for  charity ! 
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''Gakdzk,*'  to  use  the  words  of  Mr.  Bitson,  ''with  Bang:idar 
pBBEifity,  sa^B  that,  at  the  coming  in  of  the  Normans,  one 
Bogot,  or  Bcwvoae,  a  Saxon,  had  tins  title  (of  Earl  of  Win- 
ehnter);  who,  in  Hie  battle  of  Cardiff  in  Wales,  fought 
■gainst  the  Normans.  For  this,  however,  in  a  way  too  nsnal 
inHk  him,  he  cites  no  authority;  nor  does  any  ancient  or 
TKnaena  histOEian  mention  either  Bogo,  Beavose,  or  the 
battle  of  Cardiff^*'  Sec.  (Dissert,  on  Bomance  and  Minstrelsy, 
p.  xcin.)  Tiie  critic  then  makes  a  violent  attack  on  w. 
Warton,  for  representing  Bevis  as  a  Saxon  chieftain;  but 
Wnrton  probacy  derived  his  intelligence  from  Belden,  who, 
in  his  notes  cm  the  Poly-Olfoion  (canto  2,  p.  702  of  the  8vo 
edit)  gives  the  following  aocotmt : 

"About  the  Norman  invasion  was  Bevis  famous  with  the 
tifle  of  Earl  of  Southampton;  Duneton  in  Wiltshire  known 
fcr  his  residence. — His  sword  is  kept  as  a  relique  in  Arundel 
Oasde;  not  equalling  in  length  (as  it  is  now  worn)  that  oi 
Bdwaid  III.  at  Westminster.'' 

It  is  unnecessary  to  say  that  these  notices  are  not  of  suffi- 
dent  authority  for  considering  this  romance  to  be  founded  on 
Saxon  tradition.     It  is  a  translation  firom  the  Anglo-Norman. 

Sai  Bevis,  whatever  may  be  his  demerits,  appears  to  have 
enjoyed  a  high  degree  of  popularity.  Three  MS.  copies  of 
tins  Tomanoe  in  English  verse,  are  still  extant  in  our  public 
libraries;  viz.  in  tiie  Auchinkck  MS.  of  the  Advocates* 
libraiy,  Edinburgh;  in  the  Public  Library,  Cambridge;  and 
in  that  of  Caius  College.  A  fourth  (Dr.  Monro's)  was  in  the 
possession  of  the  late  Dr.  Farmer.  Of  the  printed  editions, 
the  earliest  and  most  valuable  was  that  of  Pynson,  of  which  a 
copy  is  possessed  by  Mr.  Donee ;  two  were  printed  by  Copland, 
and  one  by  East     Those  of  later  date  are  more  numerous. 

The  following  abstract  was  principally  taken  from  the 
Gaaus  Coll.  MS.  the  omissions  in  which  have  been  generally 
supplied  by  Pynson's  printed  copy. 
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The  Earls  of  Southampton,  being  possessed  of  territories 
which  it  was  frequently  nccessaiy  to  defend  against  foreign 
invasion,  were  always  distinguished  by  superior  valour  and 
intrepidity;  but  the  most  illustrious  champion  of  this  warlike 
house  was  Sir  Guy,  father  of  Sir  Bevis  whose  adventures  we 
are  preparing  to  relate.  Sir  Guy,  constantly  occupied  during 
his  youth  in  enterprises  imdertaken  for  the  security  or  enlarge- 
ment of  his  dominions,  had  unfortunately  never  thought  of 
matrimony,  till  he  was  past  the  prime  of  life,  when  he  choee 
a  wife  many  years  younger  than  himself,  distinguished  by  her 
high  birth  and  unrivalled  beauty.  Our  author  remarks  that 
such  a  choice  was  very  imprudent;  and  as  his  remarks  are 
not  always  equally  just,  we  take  great  pleasure  in  recording 
this  instance  of  his  sagacity. 

In  &ct,  this  haughty  fair  one,  who  was  daughter  to  the 
King  of  Scotland,  had  long  since  bestowed  her  affections  on  a 
younger  lover,  Sir  Murdour,  brother  to  the  Emperor  of  Al- 
mayne :  it  was  therefore  with  a  very  bad  grace  that  she  sub- 
mitted to  the  positive  commands  of  her  fiither,  who  preferred 
to  this  illustrious  son-in-law  an  alliance  with  the  sturdy  Eari 
of  Southampton.  She  submitted  however :  she  became  the 
mother  of  Bevis,  for  whom  she  never  felt  a  mother's  affection; 
and  continued,  during  eight  years,  to  share  the  bed  of  a  hus- 
band whom  she  hated,  and  whose  confidence  she  studied  to 
acquire  for  the  sole  purpose  of  insuring  his  destruction. 

Having  matured  her  project,  and  gaiaed  over  to  her  ia- 
terests  a  number  of  her  husband's  vassals,  she  selected  a 
trusty  messenger  whom  she  directed  to  salute  her  lover  on 
her  part, 

"And  bid  him,  on  the  first  day. 
That  Cometh  in  the  month  of  May, 

Howso  that  it  be. 
That  he  be  with  his  ferde*  prest," 

'  Army.  •  Ready. 
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For  to  fight  in  that  forest 

Upon  the  sea : 
Thider  I  wol  my  lord  send, 
For  his  love,  for  to  schende,^ 

With  litde  meyn6,« 
And  say,  that  it  be  nought  bOeved,* 
That  he  ne  smyte  off  his  hered, 

And  send  it  me.'' 

Sir  Murdonr  returned  an  answer  expressive  of  the  warmest 
gratitude,  and  joyfully  undertook  his  share  of  this  atrocious 
pmect     He  assembled  a  smaU  troop  of  armed  knights,  em- 
banked with  them,  landed  near  Southampton,  and^  taking  his 
station  in  the  forest,  patiently  waited  for  his  victim.     In  the 
mean  time  the  lady  appeared  to  be  suddenly  indisposed;  and, 
sending  for  her  lord,  informed  him,  that  '*  an  evil  on  her  was 
fijle,"  and  that  she  longed  to  eat  of  the  flesh  of  a  wild  boar 
from  his  forest,  such  food  being  a  sovereign  remedy  for  her 
disease.     Sir  Guy,  without  hesitation,  undertook  to  procure 
the  object  of  her  wishes;  and,  riding  into  the  forest  with  his 
bomida,  was  soon  encompassed  by  the  troops  of  his  treacherous 
rival,  who  after  bidding  him  defiance,  and  avowing  his  pur- 
pose of  murder,  magnanimously  assaulted  the  defenceless  vete- 
ran.    A  few  attendants,  who  had  followed  their  master  to  the 
diaae,  instantly  fled  in  oonfosion;  but  the  earl  himself,  though 
pofided  only  with  a  simple  boar  spear,  evaded  the  lance  of 
ma  antagonist,  threw  him  from  his  horse  upon  the  ground, 
and,  drawing  his  trusty  sword,  defended  lumself  widi  such 
skill  and  courage  that  a  himdred  of  his  assailants  successively 
foU  beneath  his  blows.     The  victory  was  long  doubtful;  but, 
his  horse  being  killed  under  him,  the  knight  was  at  length 
Cfverpowered  by  numbers,  ami  kneeling  to  Sir  Murdour,  who 
was  now  replaoed  on  his  horse,  earnestly  prayed  that  he  might 
be  permitted  to  seek  a  more  glorious  death,  and  not  perish  by 
assassination.    His  base  antagonist  replied  by  a  blow  which 
semed  the  head  of  the  suppliant  from  his  shoulders ;  and, 
having  fixed  it  on  a  spear,  sent  it  to  his  mistress  as  the  stipu- 
lated price  of  her  affection. 
Bevis  was  at  this  time  only  seven  years  old;  but  so  pre- 

>  To  min  or  destroy  him.  *  Company. 

'  That  no  delay  take  place. 
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matme  were  his  strengdi  and  eaanKge^  Aat  Us  mmatiiiil 
motber  considered  herself  and  her  lo^er  at  insecure  dnriog 
the  life  of  the  infant  hero.  He  had  been  fostered  by  his  patenu 
uncle.  Saber,  an  honest  bat  ims<^iite  man,  of  whom  she  fero- 
ciously demanded  the  murder  of  her  c^d  as  the  first  proof  of 
his  allegiance.  Saber  did  not  risk  a  dxreet  reibsid,  but,  having 
killed  a  pig,  sprinkled  the  gannents  of  Sir  Bevis  with  the 
blood,  and  sent  them  to  the  oountess  as  an  evidence  of  his 
submission ;  while  he  disguised  his  fester  son  m.  the  faakiiof 
a  peasant,  and  ei^oined  lam  to  tend  his  Hoeks  oa  the  Mi^ 
bourin^  common.  He  however  promised  his  in^  tonAm 
with  him,  as  soon  as  posaiUe,  into  Wales;  to  we  eowt  oC  tm 
earl  to  whom  the j  were  related,  and  by  whose  sssiwrtince  hs 
m%ht  hope,  when  arrived  at  matoier  age,  to  regsoa  his  pati^ 
mony,  and  to  revenge  the  death  of  Sir  Guy  on  the  aduttooas 
ooupie  by  whom  his  earldom  was  usurped. 

Bevis  submitted  with  patience  to  the  necessary  ehan^  d 
dreeSy  and  quietly  followed  his  sheep  to  the  downs;  fnm 
whence  he  surveyed  the  palace  so  ktdy  occupied  by  his  noUs 
Blither,  and  vainly  endeavoured  to  suppress  the  lage  sad 
indignation  which  such  an  object  excited.  But  when  he 
heard  the  soimds  of  minstrel^,  which  proclaimed  the  inds^ 
cent  revelries  of  his  mother  ana  of  her  base  paramour,  he  wm 
seized  with  a  paroxysm  of  ungovernable  fuiy,  and,  loigettipg 
the  cautious  aidvice  of  Saber,  precipitately  ran  to  the  caskis 
and  prepared  to  make  his  way  into  the  hall.  The  portKi 
calling  him  "  whoreson  harlot,"  attempted  to  turn  him  back 
from  the  gate;  but  Bevis,  after  telling  him  that  he  aoeeptsd 
the  first  epithet,  but  utterly  disclaimed  the  second,  kaochsd 
him  down,  advanced  into  the  hall,  and,  after  a  few  opprobrioos 
exdamations  against  his  mother  and  Sir  Murdour,  applied  hit 
codgel  so  successfully  to  the  head  of  the  latter,  that  at  ths 
third  blow  he  laid  him  senseless  on  the  floor.  The  oomlesi 
vainly  ordered  her  attendants  to  seize  the  traitor;  the  knig)ite 
were  all  benumbed  and  motionk»BS  with  astonishment^  sad 
suffered  the  child  to  retire  without  opposition. 

Bevis,  who  at  seven  years  of  age  had  knocked  down  two 
stout  men  in  one  day  witii  his  cudgel,  was  much  better  satis- 
fied vrith  his  adventure  than  was  his  imde  Saber,  whom  he 
met  on  his  return,  and  to  whcmi  he  rekited  thus  hiconically 
what  had  passed : 
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^Iwok  thee  telle  ako^^edjr; 
Beaten  I  hove  isy  atep-fiuijrr 

With  mymaee. 
'Dixiee  I  amote  him.  on  the  heved; 
li^raig  m  swoon  I  him  bj^lea^ifed>^ 

On  that  like  places" 
fkiker  said,  *'Thou  avt  to  blame; 
Tie  ladj  wol;  do  me  shame 

Allf^%-aQker 
Btet  thou  wilt  by  Goimsel  do, 
Tbon  might  soen  bring  ns  two 
Into  mickle  wrake*/' 
9^  SMer  was.  inuMe^  to^  devise  any  coonsel  worlh  fbllew- 
ia^.     Sesvoely  had  he  reaefaed  his  d^Uing^  when  the  angry 
eeoDleflB  was  announced:  and  the  only  centmance  which'  his 
ingenuity  suggested  was,  to  lock  his  nephew  into  an  adjoising 
cloeet.     She  reproached  him  with  disobedience  of  orders; 
and,   having  easily  confuted  all  his  evasions,  ordered  him 
instantly  to  produce  her  son,  on  pain  of  incuning  the  most 
terrible  effects  of  her  displeasure.     Bevis,  who  overheard  her 
threats,  hastened  to  show  himself;  when,  calling  two  of  her 
attEBdaot  kni^;fat8,  die  ordered  them  to  lead  the  child  to  the 
port,  and  tcr  sell  him  as  a  slave  to  the  captain  of  any  ship  who 
migiit  be  peparing  to  sail  into  Heathenness.    lliese  instmc- 
punctually  executed;  and  Bevis,  after  a  long  but 
voyage,  was  carried  to  the  court  of  Ermyn,  a 
t  king,  of  whose  dominions  our  author  has  neglected  to 
I&  boundaries,  though  he  has  described,  pretty 
aeemet^,  the  state  of  his  &mily. 

His  wife  was  dead  that  hight  Marage; 
He  had  a  dai^hter  of  young  age, 
Josyan  that  maiden  hete*; 
Tlie  shoon*  were  gold  upon  her  feet. 
Se  white  she  was,  and  fair  of  mood, 
fib  is  the  snow  on  red  blood, 
Wherto  should  I  that  maid  deserive? 
SRie  was  the  fairest  thing  on-live; 
Sbe  was  so  bend,  and  so  well  ytaugbt; 
But  of  Christian  law  ne  couth  she  nought. 
>  Left.     *  Mischief.— At  this  place  the  author  abandons,  the  stanza  mea- 
~      I-  tha  mt  of  tka  story  in  coupleCa.   *  Was  caUed',    *  Shoes. 

S  2 
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Enn]!!  beheld  with  astoni^ment  the  strength  and  beauty 
of  young  Beyls;  and,  haying  questioned  him.  oonceming  hu 
country  and  parentage,  was  much  delighted  with  the  sim- 
plicity and  conciseness  of  his  answers.  He  declared  it  as  his 
opinion,  and  eyen  confirmed  the  declaration  by  an  oath,  thai 
a  child  who  was  so  adroit  with  his  cudgel  could  not  fisil  of 
possessing  unusual  prowess  when  of  age  to  wield  a  sword; 
for  which  reason  he,  at  the  instant,  proposed  to  the  boy  the 
hand  of  his  daughter  Josyan,  together  with  the  succession  to 
the  crown,  on  condition  of  his  renouncing  Christianity. 
Beyis,  who  had  been  inspired  with  a  strong  yeneration  for  his 
religion,  and  felt  no  immediate  want  of  a  wife,  rejected  the 
offer  without  hesitation,  at  the  same  time  expressing  rather 
freely  his  contempt  for  the  Saracen  deities.  Fortonatdy, 
Ermyn  was  disposed  to  be  pleased,  and  took  this  freedom  m 
good  part: 

And  said,  *'  Whiles  thou  art  a  swain. 
Thou  shalt  be  my  chamberlaiu; 
And,  when  thou  art  dubbed  a  knight, 
My  banner  thou  shalt  bear  in  fight." 

Beyis  gratefully  accepted  these  offers,  and  continued,  during 
seyen  years,  to  make  a  progress  in  the  affections  of  the  Sara- 
cen monarch,  as  well  as  in  those  of  the  beautifrd  Joayiuk. 

The  first  exploit  of  our  hero  was  of  a  yery  disagreeable 
nature.  He  was  now  fifteen  years  old,  and  considered  by  all 
Ermjm's  subjects  as  a  miracle  of  strength  and  beauty.  On 
Christmas  day,  he  happened  to  be  riding  out  in  company  with 
sixty  Saracen  knights,  one  of  whom  askal  him  if  he  was  awaie 
what  day  it  was.  Beyis  replying  that  he  did  not  know,  the 
other  assured  him  that  it  was  the  festiyal  of  Christ's  natiyity; 
and  a  second  knight  added,  that  it  could  not  but  scandalize 
them,  who  were  accustomed  to  treat  their  gods  with  due 
reyerence,  to  obsenre  his  inattention  to  his  most  sacred  duties. 
Beyis  answered,  that  haying  been  sold  as  a  slaye  at  seyen 
years  old,  and  since  that  time  surrounded  by  Heathens,  he 
nad  no  means  of  information  respecting  the  religious  obser- 
yances  attached  to  his  fidth;  but  tiiat  if  he  were  then  a  knight, 
as  his  fitther  had  been,  and  properly  armed,  he  would,  in 
honour  of  the  true  Qod,  readily  undertake  to  just  with  the 
whole  company;  and  trusted  that»  in  such  a  cause,  he  could 
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unhorse  them  all,  one  after  the  other.  The  Saracen  knights, 
incensed  at  this  speech  from  a  yoimg  page,  instantly  deter- 
mined to  punish  his  insolence;*  and  being  all  armed  with 
swards,  woimded  him  very  severely  before  he  had  the  means 
of  making  any  defence.  But  at  length,  having  wrested  a 
sword  from  the  hand  of  one  of  his  assaBants,  he  exerted  him- 
self 80  successfully  as  to  kill  them  all.  The  horses  ran  home 
to  the  stables,  and  excited  a  general  curiosity  respecting  the 
fiite  of  their  riders;  while  Bevis,  fatigued  with  his  exploit, 
and  smarting  under  his  wounds,  followed  at  his  leisure,  tied 
op  his  horse,  retired  into  his  own  room,  and  throwing  himself 
cm  the  floor,  prepared  to  wait  as  patiently  as  he  could  till  it  should 
please  Heaven  to  diminish  the  pain  which  he  then  suffered. 

Ermyn,  though  long  trained  to  the  use  of  power,  had 
always  been  accustom^  to  dispense  with  the  trouble  of  reflec- 
tion. He  generally  acted  from  the  flrst  impulse,  and  this 
impulse  was,  at  present,  imflivourable  to  his  young  chamber- 
lain. It  was  observed  to  him,  that  there  would  be  no  end  of 
dubbing  knights  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  them  killed  by 
Bevis;  it  was  evidently  worter  to  put  him  to  death;  and 
therefore  Ermyn  resolved  on  ordering  Bevis  to  immediate 
execation.  But  Josyan  having  advised  that  he  should  exert 
his  royal  sagacity  in  examining  the  culprit,  he  came  over  to 
this  opinion;  and  the  princess,  who  wished  for  some  previous 
conversation  with  her  lavourite,  dispatched  two  of  her  knights 
with  orders  that  they  should  conduct  Bevis  into  her  presence. 

He  was  still  lying  on  the  floor,  in  great  pain,  and  vei^ 
much  out  of  humour ;  insomuch  that,  having  barely  raised  his 
bead  on  the  arrival  of  the  two  knights,  he  told  them,  that 
were  it  not  for  the  respect  he  bore  to  the  sacred  character  of 
messengers,  he  should  have  punished  with  instant  death  their 
impertment  intrusion;  and  added 

I  ne  will  gon  a  foot  on  ground, 
To  speaken  with  an  heathen  hound! 

At  the  same  time  his  eyes  flashed  with  indignation;  and  the 
frightened  knights,  thinking  that  they  saw  around  him  the 
ghosts  of  their  sixty  countrymen,  hastened  back  with  this  very 
mu»urteous  message  to  Josyan,  who  only  smiled  at  their 
terrors,  and,  promising  to  be  their  safeguard,  returned  with 
than  to  Bevis. 
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JcM^an  cast  haraims  abonten  lusiSTpere'; 

On  her  he  made  a  lathly  t^heer. 

She  kist  him  on  moulih  and  on  dhsn. 

And  began  .to  oomfoort  him. 

He  said,  **■  Mercy,  Josjran,  tjuse  «re'! 

I  am  wounded  ewithe  sore." 
"  Sweet  leman,"  she  eaid,  in  haat» 
'*  I  am  a  leeoh  with  the  best! 

No  better  ^alve  I  understand 

Ne  is  in  all  Paynun  lond. 

Than  I  have  brought  with  me; 

And  I  wol  thy  wairaat  be !" 

But  before  she  undertook  the  cure,  it  was  neneamy  that 
she  should  oonducft  him  to  her  fitiier;  in  whose  prownee  he 
related,  with  his  usual  simplicity,  l^e  whole  adventase;  and 
such  was  the  elFeet  of  his  eloquence,  or  laHher  «f  Us  pdfid 
countenanoe  and  almost  tramberless  wounds,  that  jBnnjn 
burst  into  tears,  and  e^ressly  commanded  his  dau^ter  to 
exert  all  her  leech^craft  m  his  bdialf .  Josyan  my  williii^j 
Te-condneted  her  patient  to  hzs  dbamber, 

There  they  kisseden  hem  lull  0fi^ 
And  she  healed  him  swythe  joft. 
So,  within  a  little  stound. 
He  was  both  whole  and  aonnd; 
And  aU  ao  fierce  hr  to  fight 
So  is  the  fidcon  to  Qie  ffight. 

Thus  ended  this  perilous  adTcntere:  andlfe  tninsinpl,  vn- 
willing  to  attempt  too  rashly  the  nairaiica  of  anedttr  eqw% 
terrible,  here  iaterpeses  the  foUowdi^  adawwifcnry  ooi^let— 

For  ihe  time  that  €rod  made. 

Fill  the  cup  and  make  us  glad. 

There  was  in  the  royal  ^lett  a  vild  boar,  *vb9io  had  long 
been  the  terror  of  Ermyn's  court.  His  aiae  was  enormous, 
his  hide  so  thick  as  to  be  inyulnerable,  and  his  tusks  00  ahaip 
that  no  common  armour  could  withstand  them;  beades 
which,  he  was  distingnidied  from  other  boars  liy  a  eonteinp- 
tuous  disregard  for  beech-mast  and  acorns,  and  l>y  an  un- 
natural predilection  for  human  flesh,  whidii  lie  gratified  at  the 

^  Neck.  *  Grace,  faTOor. 
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eipesie  of  all  tboee  who  Teatnred  to  attack  lum.  Bevis, 
iiiding  hia  etrex^^  restored,  began  to  conaider  of  tiie  best 
modea  of  employiiig  it;  and*  one  night,  whilst  he  ky  in  bed, 
luckily  bethought  himaelf  of  the  boar.  In  the  morning  he 
nddled  his  horse;  iock  a  good  slneM  and  spear,  tog^her 
with  an  ezoeUrat  sword;  sparred  across  Ihe  pkin  w^  n 
crace  which  farther  captivated  Ihe  £ur  Joayan,  who  beheld 
him  from  her  window;  and,  whcm  arrived  at  the  forest,  dis- 
mooBated,  tied  his  horse  to  a  tree,  and  began  to  blow  his  horn. 
The  boor,  whether  from  akepineas,  or  frm  a  natural  indiffer* 
cooe  to  such  music,  took  no  notice  of  the  defiaaee;  and  Sir 
Seris,  oonstanilj  advandng,  Uowing  his  hom,  and  searching 
ewerj  thioket,  facigaa  to  despair  of  meeting  his  enemy,  when 
be  was  directed  to  the  anioaal's  den  by  the  human  bones  with 
which  the  road  was  ahnost  wholly  cowered.  He  then  thus 
tsantingfy  Addressed  his  antagonisti 

^  Btse,**  he  said,  **  thou  foil  beast* 
And  against  me  batayle  thou  hast!" 
'When  Ihe  boar  of  Bevis  had  an  eje. 
He  set  his  bristles  aU  on  high; 
He  stared  with  his  eyen  hoSow, 
Bight  as  Bevis  he  would  swallow; 

^  Of  Ihee,"  said  Bevis,  *'  I  hajre  mcrvail! 
WellliaTe  I  set  mj  travail." 

Ihe  hnirting-spear  which  our  hero  had  diosen  ifar  this 
oeeasion  was  of  onnaaal  strength^  hot  it  was  shivered  at  tlie 
vexy  first  onset.  The  sword  was,  fortunately,  so  weM  tem- 
pend  that  it  did  not  break  in  his  hand;  bnt  he  socnpereeWed 
that  it  made  no  more  impression  on  the  boar  than  it  would 
have  doneon  a  rock  of  marUe.  But  his  ineffiBctnal  exettions 
wens  TCiy  fatiyiisg;  his  STtuaiAw  beeame  every  noasent 
more  discouragmg;  and  in  a  short  pn^er,  which  he  vtteved 
with  great  devotion,  the  MotiMg  hero  confessed  that  he  had 
no  hopes  of  sncQess  but  from  the  merciM  interposition  of 
heaven.  During  this  time  his  aatagonist,  whose  temper  was 
naturally  choleric,  and  peihaps  rendered  more  so  b^  the 
inflammatory  nature  oi  his  itvcarite  food,  began  to  be  m  his 
torn  mach  distressed  by  the  eSeds  of  his  own  impetuosity; 
and,  being  unable  to  reach  his  too  nimble  enemy,  boeagse 
abaost  Wnd  with  fury,  sad   bceatUess  from  erhaustioB^ 
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Berifl,  peroeiTing  that  the  pantmg  animal  was  unable  to  dose 
his  jaws  without  risk  of  suffocation,  instantly  seized  ^toB  ad- 
Tantage;  and,  when  the  boar  attempted  to  regain  his  den, 
met  him  in  his  full  career,  and  plunged  the  sword  down  his 
throat.  This  blow  was  decisive.  The  hero,  who  from  his 
long  education  m  a  royal  court  was  an  adept  in  carving,  now 
severed  the  head  from  the  body;  and,  placing  it  on  the 
truncheon  of  his  spear,  bore  it  off  in  triumph. 

During  the  life  of  this  boar,  the  keepers  of  the  royal  latest 
never  ventured  to  go  their  rounds  except  in  complete  armour, 
and  in  numerous  companies.  Twelve  of  these  nappening  to 
meet  Bevis  on  his  return,  and  perceiving  that  he  was  quite 
tmarmed  (his  sword  having  been  accidentally  left  with  tiie 
body  of  the  animal),  resolved  to  wrest  from  him  the  fruits  of 
his  victoi^.  He  had  just  emerged  from  the  forest,  and 
arrived  within  sight  of  the  tender  Josyan,  who  from  her 
tower  had  been  anxiously  watching  for  his  return,  when  he 
was  suddenly  assailed  by  the  company  of  twelve  armed  for- 
esters. But,  though  armed,  they  were  not  invulnerable;  and 
the  truncheon  of  a  spear  was  by  no  means  an  inefficient 
weapon  in  the  hands  of  Bevis.  At  the  first  blow  it  came 
into  contact  with  the  helmets  of  three  of  these  assailants,  and 
scattered  their  brains  to  some  distance.  A  second  stroke  and 
a  third  were  repeated  with  equal  success;  and  the  three  sur- 
vivors having  made  a  timely  retreat,  Bevis  quietly  resumed 
the  boar's  h^d,  and  pursued  his  joumev  to  the  palaioe;  where 
Erm^,  who  had  already  learned  from  his  daughter  the  news 
of  this  astonishing  adventure,  received  him  with  open  arma, 
and  recommended  him  to  all  his  courtiers  as  a  perfect  model 
of  courtesy  and  valour. 

Soon  after  this,  an  embassy  was  received  from  Bradmond, 
king  of  Damascus,  whereby  mat  monach  signified  his  wish  of 
espousing  the  ftir  Josyan,  at  the  same  time  announcing,  that 
a  reftisal  of  the  princess's  hand  would  excite  great  indication 
in  the  breast  of  the  aforesaid  Bradmond,  and  induce  him  to 
waste  with  fire  and  sword  the  whole  territory  of  Ermyn. 
This  mode  of  courtship,  it  must  be  confessed,  was  not  oon- 
ciUatory.  Ermyn  was  so  furiously  incensed,  that,  after  having 
summoned  his  barons,  he  was  unable  to  explain  very  intd- 
ligibly  the  cause  of  his  indignation;  but  they  took  it  for 
granted,  and  collected  their  quotas  of  men,  whidi,  when 
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united,  amounted  to  twenty  thousand.  Joeyan  now  repre- 
sented to  her  &ther,  that  he  would  do  well  to  confer  the 
honour  of  knighthood  on  the  invincible  Beyis,  whose  single 
person  was  worth  at  least  half  a  dozen  armies;  and  her 
adrioe  being  implicitly  followed,  the  young  general  prepared 
for  the  batUe. 

Beris  did  on  his  acquetoim,' 

That  had  anghted*  many  a  town; 

A  hauberk  Josyan  him  brought, 

Soothly  a  better  was  never  y- wrought. 

A  helm  she  gave  him,  good  and  fair. 

There  might  no  thing  it  apayre. 

Then  gave  him  that  &ir  may^ 

A  good  sword  that  hight  Mobglat: 

There  was  no  better  under  the  sun; 

Many  a  land  therewith  was  won. 

Josyan  gave  him,  siththen,  a  steed. 

The  best  that  ever  on  ground  yede; 

Full  well  I  can  his  name  tell; 

Men  called  him  Abukdel. 

There  was  no  horse  in  the  world  so  strong 

That  might  him  follow  a  furlong. 

Bevis  in  the  saddle  'light; 
.  Josyan  SDuled  that  waa  so  bright. 

Bevis  gan  his  horn  to  blow. 

That  luis  host  should  him  know,  &c. 

Bradmond  trusted  very  much  to  the  hitherto  unrivalled 
strength  of  his  standard-bearer,  the  giant  Radyson,  and  not 
less  to  the  vast  superiority  of  his  numbers;  insomuch  that, 
vdien  he  discovered  Bevis  advancing  at  the  head  of  his  small 
troop,  he  thought  it  quite  comical,  and  could  not  refrain  from 
an  immoderate  fit  of  laughter.  The  battle  began  by  distinct 
skirmishing; 

But  when  that  they  had  broke  the  'ray, 
Fierce  and  mortal  was  that  fray! 

Bevis  b^an  by  driving  his  spear  through  the  huge  body 

*  A  wadded  or  quOted  waistcoat  worn  under  the  coat  of  mail,  but  often 
taken  for  the  ooat  of  mail  itself.    See  HalliweU's  Dictionary,  p.  16. 
s  Cost.  *  Impair,  hurt,  lessen  in  vahie.  *  Maid. 
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of  BadyBoa;  after  whkk  lie  BMde  A  oopitr  ^  4 
try  the  temper  of  liis  awoid  Moirg^y,  oad  thizwed  iJie 
or  the  e&emy  with  8«eh  artonidattig  espeditioiu  fkat 
moiidU  quite  cured  of  his  mirth,  thiwgkt  oaljr  of  wean^g  hit 
vetreat,  and  of  oazrying  off  two  of  Bnajna*«  ksii^ti,  im 
prisoners,  whom  he  had  taken  in  the  beginnmg  of  the  mcAm, 
But  in  this  also  he  failed.  Beyis,  home  with  the  rapidity  of 
lightning  by  the  incomparable  Arundel,  quicklj  overtook  the 
iii^tiTe,  felled  him  together  with  his  horse  at  one  blow  to  the 
ground,  recoyered  the  prisoners,  and  signified  to  his  prostrate 
enemy  that  he  could  only  obtain  permission  to  live,  by  taldng 
a  solemn  oath  of  allegiance  ana  fealty  to  the  cmce  despised 
Ermyn.  Bradmond  t£ou^t  this  oonditLoKi  ver^  severe,  bat 
frankly  confessed  that  he  thought  the  loss  of  hfe  still  more 
disagreeable;  and,  having  rep^ited  the  fpmuik  which  con- 
stituted him  the  vassal  of  King  Exnvyn,  was  suffered  to 
depart. 

The  conqueror  beiog  returned  to  oourt,  and  having  simply 
and  modestly  related  his  success,  and  the  important  conse- 
quences which  it  secured,  was  reoeived  with  transports  of 
gratitude  by  the  kmg,  who  immediatelj  ordered  his  daughter 
to  disarm  the  hero,  to  dothe  him  in  a  magnifiowit  robe,  and 
to  serve  him  while  at  tahle. 

Then  was  Jotyan  right  glad. 
And  to  her  chamber  Ae  him  ladde. 
She  set  him  soft  iqwn  a  bed. 
Boards '  were  laid  and  cloths  fljusad. 
'When  she  had  unarmed  Bevia, 
To  the  board  she  him  led  j-wis. 
And  made  him  well  st  ease  and  £ne, 
Willi  xich  meat  ami  noble  wine. 
When  Hiat  they  hadde  well  oaten. 
And  on  her  bed  together  sitten, 
Josyan,  that  was  so  true, 
lliought  she  would  her  love  renew. 
She  said,  *'  Bevis,  lemman*,  tMne  ore! 
Than  I  can  tell  I  love  thee  store. 
Gertes,  Bevis,  but  thou  me  rede, 
Ear  ]wie  km  I  shaU  be  dead !" 

1  Tablfli.  '  SvrMtheut;  kMC 
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TlMn  aaid  Bew, '' Joeyan,  be  still; 

Thou  qieakest  aU  againBt  ddll.^ 

Thou  mightoBt  have  one  aUimlyahe,' 

King  Biadniond  tibat  is  so  lyche. 

In  fdl  the  world  k  no  man, 

PnnQe,  ^dng,  oe  scmdan. 

But  they  would  have  tiiee  to  queen, 

Gif  they  hadde  tiiee  %moe  seen. 

I  Jtm  a  knight  of  strange  land, 

I  have  no  more  than  I  in  stand." 
**  Mercy!  Bevis,"  said  Josjan, 
**  I  liad  thee  liever  to  my  lemman. 

Thy  body  in  thy  shirt  all  naked,* 

Hian  an  the  good  that  Mahoun  nnkad. 

Seris,"  die  Md, ''  tell  me  thy  thouf  kt !" 

Bevis  sat  still,  ^md  spi^  rigkt  noi^t; 

She  fell  down  and  wepte  sore ; 

^e  said, ''  Thou  saydest  kere  before, 

Tkere  is  no  king  tbat  me  hath  seen, 

But  tihat  he  wodid  have  me  to  queen; 

And  thou  'disdaiaeet  of  me  so? 

See  then  out  «of  my  fikamfaer  fo : 

Hoee  AQogaely  xt  fFereihee  Hke 

For  to  hedge,  imdjnabft  a  dyke, 

.Thm  Ham  to  he  dabbed  a  knight, 
^  JbidtosittDBSDiigBiuiAenshdLg^. 

Go,  dmrlJ  out  of  my  £ure,*^ 

And  Mahosm  gi^ie  tkee  midde  caw!* 
"  Damsel,"  he  said,  **  I  am  no  rlnul'; 

My  &d)er  was  both  knight  unfl  eaoi; 

Unto mj ooontry  I  wiKsne  hae" 

The  dispute  having  now  degenemted  into  a  fbnnal  j^punel, 
Beris  returned  to  iSe  lady  all  her  jiresents,  and,  biddnig  her 
an  eteraal  farewell,  retired  to.  his  ohamber^  while  she,  supported 
by  the  feelings  of  injured  piide,  made  no  effbart  to  detun  him. 
^ut  no  sooner  was  we  left  alone,  than  she  bc^an  to  lament 
most  Intterlj  her  foolish  precipitatian.  She  had  a  &Touiite 
and  confidential  chamberlain^  named  Bonifatee,  whom  she  im- 

'fixduoveif.    *  It  wulbmieiAytiiiiimul  to  sleep  with  any 
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mediately  dispatched  to  her  lover  with  a  most  penitential 
message,  conjuring  him  to  return,  and  promising  to  make 
ample  amends  for  the  indiscreet  words  into  which  her  passian 
had  betrayed  her.  But  the  knight,  after  bestowing  on  her 
messenger  a  magnificent  present,  sturdily  declared  that  he 
would  not  stir  a  step  in  quest  of  her  apology:  and  tlie  tender 
Josyan,  anxious  to  procure  an  immeduite  reconciliation,  has- 
tened to  the  apartment  of  her  loyer,  met  his  ill-humour  with 
the  most  winnmg  complaisance,  and  finally  forced  from  him 
the  avowal  of  a  mutual  passion. 

"  Mercy,"  she  said,  "  my  lemman  sweet! 

(She  fell  down  and  gan  to  weep). 
'*  Forgive  me  that  I  Imve  mis-said, 

I  will  that  ye  be  well  apayed ! 

My  false  gods  I  will  forsake, 

And  Christendom  for  thy  love  take.*' 
**  On  that  covenant,"  said  Sir  Bevis  than, 
"  I  will  thee  love,  fiur  Josyan!" 

Bevis,  it  seems,  had  endured  a  long  struggle  bewcen  his 
affection  and  his  piety;  and  though  his  heart  Imd  always  done 
justice  to  the  incomparable  charms  of  Josyan,  the  rdflecttoa 
that  those  charms  belonged  to  a  heathen  hound  had  constantly 
checked  his  passion.  That  obstacle  was  now  removed ;  and 
the  happy  couple,  during  a  very  long  interview,  gave  way  to 
the  delight  whic^  both  dmved  from  their  recondliatum, 
perfectly  unconscious  that  the  severest  calamity  which  had 
ever  menaced  them  was  now  impending,  and  would  produce  a 
long  interruption  of  their  happiness. 

It  will  be  remembered  thi^  Sir  Bevis,  in  the  late  action,  had 
liberated  tWo  knights  captured  by  Bradmond.  Not  content 
with  saviDg  them  from  captivity,  he  carried  them  to  his  own 
apartment,  entertained  them  magnificently,  and  admitted  them 
to  the  most  intimate  familiarity.  They  had  thus  an  opporta- 
nity  of  witnessing  the  interview  between  Bevis  and  Josyan; 
and,  hastening  to  the  king,  informed  him  that  his  daughter 
was  become  a  renegade,  and  was  preparing  to  form  an  indis- 
soluble connection  with  the  Christian  knight,  the  enemy  of  his 
majesty's  holy  religion. 

Ermyn  was  much  disturbed  by  this  intelligence.  The  crime 
was  such  as  he  could  not  pardon;  yet  it  was  neither  honour* 
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able  nor  safe  to  attempt  the  public  pmuahment  of  Sir  Bevis. 
Bat  the  treacherous  kni^ts  presently  removed  this  difficulty 
by  proposing  that  a  letter  should  be  written  to  King  Brad- 
mosid,  chargmg  him  on  his  allegiance  to  secure  the  person  of 
his  Christian  rival,  and  that  Sir  Bevis  should  himsdlf  be  the 
bearer  of  this  letter.  The  ne&rious  project  was  immediately 
executed;  and  the  knight  readily  accepted  the  embassy,  only 
expressing  his  wish  to  take  with  him  his  good  horse  and 
sword,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  himself  against  the  pro- 
bable treachery  of  Bradmond.  But  this  proposal  was  over- 
ruled by  Ermyn,  who  observed,  that  such  precautions  were 
contrary  to  aU  usage,  and  that  the  sacred  character  with 
idiich  he  was  invested  was  his  best  protection:  he  added, 

**  And,  Bevis,  thou  shalt  unto  me  swear. 
That  thou  wilt  truly  my  letters  bear, 
And,  as  thou  art  true  man  lief. 
Not  undo  the  print  of  my  brieJT."  ^ 

Hie  young  envoy,  without  considering  that  sealed  creden- 
tials were  much  more  contrary  to  usage  than  the  precautions 
which  he  had  desired  to  adopt,  took  the  oath  without  hesita- 
tion, and  departed,  full  of  confidence,  on  his  disastrous  mission. 

Bevis  was  seldom  provident.  Much  of  his  journey  lay 
through  an  uninhabited  country,  yet  had  he  taken  no 
measures  for  his  subsistence;  so  that,  after  travelling  three 
days  with  all  the  speed  that  his  orMvng  hackney  could  exert, 
be  found  himself  very  sleepy  and  hungry.  He  then  lay  down 
to  rest  during  a  few  hours,  and,  awakmg  with  a  keener  appe- 
tite than  before,  pursued  his  way  through  the  forest,  where  he 
had  the  good  fortune  to  discover  a  pahner  seated  at  his  dinner, 
which  consisted  of  a  plentiM  store  of  good  bread  and  wine, 
her  with  the  unusual  luxury  of  Ihree  baked  curlews.  The 
m,  perceiving  that  the  stranger  was  a  knight,  vailed  his 
ei  to  him,  and  respectfiilly  entreated  him  to  share  his 
humble  repast;  to  which  Bevis  thankfully  consented,  and 
after  a  plentiful  meal,  entered  into  a  conversation  with  his 
kind  entertainer.  He  now  discovered  that  this  palmer,  whose 
name  was  Terry,  was  the  son  of  his  imcle  and  foster-fhther 
Saber.  That  good  man,  unwilling  to  bear  the  tyranny  of  Sir 
Murdour  and  his  wicked  wife,  had  retreated  to  the  Isle  of 

)  Break  not  the  seal  of  my  letter. 
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Wiglit;  8iid,iladB^tteiiihaUtaatefidld?lD7«l^«Gi^ftn 
of  the  deceased  eul,  faad,  widi  tlMg  aanataoce,  AjiiuOul  te 
iakoid  agWDsl  ail  tiie  feroes  wkick  the.  lunoper  OMrid  bring 
agaiaft  Uhl  Bat  w  th*  prowcg  of  BefviB  was  neoeaanj  te 
soihMriafr  aay  oibmrn  mettiuiet,  hi  had,  dSmntobed  Iw  na 
Itonft^vdhertbcdiagiiifl&d?  apdna;mtD  ^^mCAmumm,  inA 
ovders.todiieo««r]iw.]nrdrand!  Wiiig  in  back  ta  tfcm  awawt 
SDse  of  Ms:  sobjeeti.  Bevis«  uswiHiiig  to  disoover  bimad^ 
ppoisflBadl  to  be  the  ttm£iea^ai  fnmd.  of  the  jmm^  eaA,  ti 
whom  ha  pwnaiaad  to  relate  this  mqnrtaiit  mteUigettoe  ai 
800ft  as  he  liioald  hnfe  finished  the  bnsbtesi  of  bia  pnaeal 
enbaaijcv  aad  directed  Terry  to  xeluKK  to  Saber  wil&  aaB» 
ranees  oi?  at  qieady  aneeanr.  They  ncnr  sepaxated,  aad  Bevis 
pursued  his  jouxney  towarda  Damaacus. 

The  deBcnpdioiL  of  this  &mous  cily  seems  to  deserre  inser- 
tion. 

There  was  Song  BkadoHmd's  paiace. 

Was  neyer  none  richer  the  story  says: 

For  all  the  windows  and  the  waBs 

Were  painted  with  gold,  both  towers  sod  balls; 

Pillars  and  doors  all  were  of  brass; 

Windows  of  latten^  were  set  with,  glasa: 

It  was  so  rich  in  many  wise. 

That  it  was  like  a  naitbdiae; 

About  the  palaee  there  was  a  dyke. 

In  brede'  and  deepness  there  was  none  Ebe^ 

Over  the  dyke  a  bridge  there  lay. 

That  man  and  beast  might  pass  away:. 

Under  the  bridge  were  sixty  bells, 

Baght  as  the  romance  tells» 

That  there  might  no  man  pass  in 

But  all  thev  rang  with  a  gin.' 

At  the  bridge  end  stood  a  tower^ 

Painted  wim  gold  and  with  axure: 

Bich  it  was  to  behold; 

Thereon  stood  an  eagle  of  gold; 

His  eyen  were  of  precious  stones^ 

Of  great  yirtue  for  the  nonce;. 

>  A  mixed  metal  of  the  colour  of  bmss. — ^The  old  dramafSstB  aDadeto  it 
in  many  a  quibble.    ^  Bieadth.    '  By  s.  mechanical  contiiTanoe. 
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Ite  ftooes  wer»  89  mh  and  liri^ 
12int:«n  ^e  pokne  siuiLe  of  light. 

Bevis  bad  nevfsr  before  seen  sa  nmch  magpoMcence;  Init  ht 
waa  too  impatieBt  ta  lose  time  in  aatisfying  Mb  curiosity:  he 
fHHed  on,  and  presently  fbund  himself  entangled  in  a  crowd 
of  Sameens,  who  were  preparing  a  sacrifice  to  an  idd  lepre- 
aeathig  Mahomet.  Has  onensiTe  si^ht  suspended  in  his  mind 
aH  teooQection  of  Ms  bnsinesB  at  Damascus;  he  pressed 
thfoogh  the  mnkitade,  forced  his  way  to  the  idol,  seiaed  it  Ij 
ili  gSden  crown,  and  threw  it  into  the  £rt,  desiring  ^ 
people  to  go  and  help  a  god  who  was  now  eyidently  inca- 
pable of  helping  thela.  Th^  sodden  act  of  sacrilege  raised  a 
general  cry  of  indignation  against  the  insolent  stranger,  and  a 
thmiaand  handa  were  at  once  raised  to  seue  him;  but  Bevis, 
though  deprived  of  Moighiy,  had  by  his  aide  a  common  awoid, 
and  began  forthwith  to  out  off  the  heada  of  his  assailanta  with 
a  dexterity  which  was  tmly  marveUous.  The  crowd  laan  with 
precipitation  towards  the  palace,  followed-  by  the  ambassador, 
wiio  can  tinned  his  operations  till  he  reached  the  king's  pre- 
aeooe;  when,  dropping  on  his  knees,  he  deiivered  his  creden. 
tiab,  accompanying  them  witli  an  ovation  expressive  of  his 
contempt  for  his  majesty's  sacred  peraoa,  and  for  the  befieren 
in  Mahomet  of  all  ranka  and  eonditiona. 

Bradmond,  taking  the  letter,  ordered  a  clerk  to  read  it,  and 
heaid  its  cootenta  with  equal  surprise  and  pleasure.  After 
reproaching  Bevis  with  his  unproToked  attack  on  the  people 
or  Damascus,  and  on  the  wooden  MahoHiet,  whoae  Tengeance 
had  so  suddenly  overtaken  him,  the  king  held  a  short  coondl, 
and  then  ordered  that  the  knij^t  shoidd  be  aeized,  and  con- 
fined in  a  deep  dungeon  inhabited  only  by  two  dragons,  who 
were  in  the  habit  of  devouring  their  follow-priaoners;  and  at 
the  same  time  he  remarked  to  the  culprit,  that  the  generoiis 
and  grateful  Ermyn,  for  whom  he  had  gained,  at  the  risk  of 
his  me,  a  decisive  victory,  was  the  real  author  c^  this  sentence. 
Sir  Bevis  resisted  as  long  as  he  could,  and  destroyed  a  con- 
siderable number  of  his  enemies,  when  his  sword  broke  in  his 
hand,  and  he  was  at  length  secured,  his  arms  being  tied  be- 
hind him  with  such  violence  that  the  blood  burst  forth  from 
his  fingers*  ends.  He  was  now  conducted  into  the  great  haU 
of  the  palace,  plaeed  in  a  knighfs  stall,  and  fed,  with  much 
a^waraaoa  of  ceremony,  by  a  Saraeen  kn%ht,  the  king  at  the 
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same  time  reoommending  him  to  eat  with  a  good  appetite,  as 
he  now  saw  before  him  Sie  last  luxuries  of  which  he  would 
ever  taste.  He  was  next  lowered  into  the  dungeon,  where 
his  hands  were  unbound,  and  he  was  left  to  defend  himself  as 
well  as  he  could  against  the  two  dragons,  who  shortly  after 
made  their  appearance  and  attacked  him:  but,  having  hickily 
found  the  truncheon  of  a  staffs  he  fought  the  monsters  dming 
a  whole  day  and  night,  and  ultimately  destroyed  them;  after 
which  he  devoutly  returned  thanks  to  Heaven  for  his  victoiy. 
Some  wheatbran  was  daily  let  down  into  the  dungeon  for  lus 
support:  but  neither  meat  nor  com  was  allowed  to  him;  and 

Rats  and  mice,  and  such  small  deer,^ 

Was  his  meat  that  seven  year. 

While  Bevis  was  languishing  in  this  miserable  captivity, 
the  tender  Josyan  was  in  a  situation  scarcely  less  pitiable. 
To  her  inquiries  concerning  Sir  Bevis,  Ermyn  answered,  ihat 
he  was  returned  to  England  and  married  to  a  lady  of  high 
distinction;  and  to  the  grief  occasioned  by  this  cahimny, 
which  though  she  did  not  quite  believe  she  could  not  dis- 
prove, were  added  the  persecutions  of  a  new  lover.  Inor, 
long  of  Mounbratmt,  an  empire  quite  unknown  to  modem 
geographers,  applied  for,  and  obtained  from  her  &ti[ier,  the 
promise  of  her  hand;  and,  however  unwilling  to  justify,  by  her 
own  conduct,  the  supposed  infidelity  of  Sir  Bevis,  she  was 
compelled  to  marry  a  man  whose  person  she  hated,  and  whose 
religion  she  had  secretly  abjured.  She  had,  however,  in 
reserve,  a  notable  contrivance  for  preserving  *  her  chastitjr 
inviolate. 

*'  I  shall  go  make  me  a  writ, 
Thorough  a  clerk  wise  of  wit. 
That  there  shall  no  man  have  grace. 
While  that  letter  is  in  place. 
Against  my  will  to  lie  me  by. 
Nor  do  me  shame  nor  villany." 
She  did  that  letter  soon  be  wrought. 
On  the  manner  as  ^e  had  thou^t; 
About  her  neck  she  hanged  it; 
She  would  not  beguile  Bevis  yet. 

'Hius  armed,  she  submitted  to  the  marriage  contract  in 
1  Any  sort  of  untamed  animab.    These  lines  are  quoted  in  King  Leir. 
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presence  of  the  king  of  Babylon  and  of  the  soudan  of  Persia, 
and  departed  with  her  husband  towards  his  dominions.  Inor 
had  received  from  Ermyn,  amongst  other  presents,  the  good 
sword  Morglaj  and  the  good  st^  Arundel,  whom  he  deter- 
mined to  mount  on  the  day  of  his  triumphal  entry:  but 
scarcely  was  he  seated  in  the  saddle,  when  Arundd,  per- 
cemng  some  litde  symptoms  of  awkwardness  in  his  new  rider, 
scampered  off  with  him;  and,  followed  by  the  whole  court, 
who  were  unwilling  to  abandon  their  sovereign,  performed  so 
many  evolutions  amongst  the  bushes  and  briers,  and  so  com- 
pletely disordered  the  seat  of  the  too  presuming  bridegroom, 
that  a  sudden  plunge  threw  him  upon  ins  back  with  a  degrei& 
of  violence  by  which  the  spine  was  nearly  dislocated.  Inor 
was  long  confined  to  his  bed;  and  Arundel,  strongly  sus- 
pected by  the  grooms  of  some  treasonable  design  on  his 
majesty's  life,  would  have  been  starved  in  the  stable,  but  for 
the  charitable  donations  of  com  which  were  administered  to 
him  by  the  attention  of  Josyan. 

During  the  seven  years  of  his  imprisonment,  Bevis  had 
made  so  great  a  proficiency  in  the  Christian  virtues,  as  to 
deserve  to  receive  a  visit  from  an  angel,  who  condescended 
to  cure  him  of  a  wotmd  inflicted  by  an  adder  in  crawling  over 
him.  Encouraged  by  this  miraculous  event,  he  began  to  pray 
to  Heaven  with  increased  fervour  for  his  deliverance  out  of 
the  dungeon;  when  the  tremulous  tones  of  his  voice  attracted 
the  attention  of  his  two  gaolers,  who,  encouraged  by  his 
apparent  weakness,  determined  to  murder  him.  The  first 
who  descended  made  a  blow  at  him  with  his  sword,  which 
felled  him  to  the  ground ;  but  Bevis,  soon  rising,  returned  the 
compliment  with  his  fist  and  killed  the  assailant;  then  assu- 
ming a  feigned  voice,  he  easily  decoyed  down  the  other 
assassin,  whom  he  instantly  dispatched  with  the  sword  of  his 
companion.  But  the^  victory  had  nearly  proved  fatal  to  the 
victor.  With  his  gaolers  died  all'hopes  of  his  daily  allowance 
of  food;  but,  after  three  days  of  dreadful  abstinence,  his  stead- 
fiist  piety  was  rewarded  by  a  new  miracle.  The  massive 
chain,  by  which  his  middle  was  &stened  to  the  rock  of  his 
dungeon,  suddenly  gave  way;  he  fell  on  his  knees  to  thank 
Heaven  for  his  deliverance;  and,  seizing  the  rope  by  which 
the  gaolers  had  descended,  easily  gained  the  sur&oe  of  the  pit 
in  ^iraiich  he  had  been  so  loi^  entcunbed 
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This  escape  took  place  rather  before  the  dawn  of  daj; 
and  he  soon  heard  sounds  of  merriment  proceeding  .from, 
the  royal  stables,  where  the  gtooms  were  dressinff  the  king's 
war-horses.  Hurongh  a  hole  in  the  wall  he  then  £floovered  i 
pile  of  armour,  and,  bursdng  open  the  door  with  a  kick  of  his 
foot,  found  little  difficulty  in  killing  a  doienof  wretches,  whom 
his  cadaverous  appearance,  and  his  long  hair  which  trailed 
upon  the  ground,  had  rendered  stupid  with  astonishment 
He  then  armed  himself  at  his  leisure;  saddled  and  mounted 
the  best  horse  in  the  stable,  galloped  to  the  palace  gates,  and, 
loudly  taxing  the  porter  with  negligence  for  sufierine  Sir 
Bevis  to  escape  firom  prison,  commanded  the  draw-briq^  to 
be  instantly  lowered;  was  obeyed  without  hesitation,  set  span 
to  his  horse,  and  galloped  off  into  the  neighbouring  fknest 
Here,  howerer,  he  soon  lost  his  way,  and,  after  riding  till  the 
approach  of  night,  was  so  oyercome  by  sleep,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  dismount  and  lie  down  to  rest  at  a  short  distance 
from  the  city  which  he  had  quitted  in  the  morning. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  gaolers  being  missed,  and  the 
dungeon  searched,  the  news  of  Sir  Berts's  escape  was  con- 
veyed to  the  king,  who  collecting  all  his  kni^ts,  immediately 
set  off  in  pursmt  of  the  fugitive.  The  most  formidable  of 
these  knights  was  Sir  Graimdere,  the  proprietor  of  a  valuable 
horse  named  Trenchefys;  and  such  was  the  speed  of  this 
courser,  that  he  overtook  Sir  Bevis,  who  had  at  length  dis- 
covered the  right  road;  whilst  the  king  apd  his  other  vassak, 
though  well  mounted,  had  scarcely  advanced  a  few  miles  in 
their  pursuit.  Bevis,  thus  compelled  to  defend  himself,  turned 
upon  his  adversary,  pierced  him  through  the  heart  with  the 
first  thrust  of  his  spear,  took  possession  of  Trenchefys,  and 
continued  his  flight;  but,  having  again  mistaken  his  way,  he 
at  length  came  in  sight  of  the  sea,  constantly  followed  by  King 
Bradmond  and  his  army  of  knights.  In  this  desperate  situa- 
tion our  hero,  recommending  himself  to  God,  spurred  his 
steed  into  the  water,  and  the  inde&tigable  Trenchefys  swam 
witii  him  to  the  opposite  shore. 

So  much^  however,  was  he  enfeebled  by  want  of  food,  that 
when  his  horse,  on  reaching  the  dry  ground,  began  to  shake 
himself,  he  fell  out  of  the  saddle ;  but  speedily  remounted,  and 
continuing  his  journey,  soon  arrived  at  a  Mr  castle,  on  the 
wells  of  whidi  stood  a  lady,  whom  he  eagerly  besought,  lor 
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the  love  of  God,  to  give  him  a  meal's  meat.  The  lady 
answered,  lluit  her  lord  was  a  giant  and  an  infidel,  and  there- 
fore conjured  the  Christian  stranger  to  seek  a  more  hospitable 
mansion.  But  Bevis  was  inflexible;  he  declared  that  having 
no  widi  to  die  of  hunger,  he  was  resolved  to  dine  in  that 
CMtle,  either  as  a  guest  or  by  force.  This  being  announced 
to  the  giant,  he  seized  an  iron  door-bar  in  his  hand,  and  thus 
addressed  Sir  Bevis: 

"  What  art  thou.  Sir  Nyse>» 

Where  stalest  thou  Trenchefyse 

That  thou  sittest  upon  here? 

He  was  my  brother's.  Sir  Grraundere." 

**  God  wot,"  then  said  Bevis, 

•*  I  shofe*  Sir  Graundere  a  crown,  y-wis. 

When  we  last  met  in  bataile; 

I  made  him  deacon,  without  £iil ; 

And,  if  thou  wilt  orders  take, 

A  priest,"  said  Bevis,  "  I  shall  thee  make." 

This  elegant  conversation  ended  by  a  terrible  combat.  The 
giant  aimed  a  blow  at  his  adversary,  which  missed  the  rider, 
but  killed  the  unfortunate  Trenchefys ;  he  also  threw  a  javelin 
with  soch  force  and  skill  that  it  transfixed  the  shoidder  of 
Sir  Bevis,  who,  however,  revenged  himself  by  cutting  off  the 
gianVs  head ;  and  rushed  into  the  castle,  still  calling  on  the 
lady  for  something  to  edt  She  instantly  set  before  him  a 
plentifhl  dinner,  which  he  dispatched  with  much  rapidity, 
after  ordering  her,  in  the  first  instance,  to  taste  of  everv  dish 
and  of  every  kind  of  wine  which  was  successively  set  before 
him.  She  then  with  a  kerchief  bound  up  his  wound,  and 
stopped  the  effbsion  of  blood;  after  which  he  Mt  such  an 
impalienee  to  be  gone,  that  he  instantly  ordered  out  the 
gianfs  best  horse,  and 

Into  tiie  saddle  so  he  lept 

That  on  no  stirrup  he  ne  stept. 

He  now  ardently  wished,  whilst  he  rode  over  a  beautifbl 
green  plain,  that  he  could  meet  King  Bradmond's  army,  and 
cut  it  in  pieces  to  accelerate  his  digestion ;  but,  as  no  army 
happened  to  meet  him,  he  continued  his  journey  to  Jerusalem, 
where  he  confessed  his  sins  to  the  patriarch,  and  received  his 
«  Fooliih.  A.  N.  s  Shaved. 
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abeolution,  accompanied  by  a  strict  injunction  that  he  ahould 
never  unite  himself  in  matrimony  widi  any  but  a  dean  maid: 
an  injunction,  to  which  the  penitent  readily  promised  a  ooa- 
stant  obedience. 

On  quitting  Jerusalem,  his  wishes  naturally  led  him  to  take 
the  road  to  lemony;  but  he  had  not  advanced  fiir,  when  be 
met  a  gentle  knight,  who  had  been  in  his  service  at  the  oonit 
of  King  Ermyn,  and  who  related  to  him  all  the  circumstances 
of  Josyan*s  marriage  to  Inor,  king  of  Mounbraunt.     To  this 
countiy,  therefore,  he  pointed  his  steps,  after  receiving  from 
the  knight  an  exact  description  of  the  road:  and,  having 
reached  the  principal  city,  determined  to  enter  it  in  disguise; 
for  which  purpose  he  exchanged  dresses  with  a  poor  palmer. 
The  king,  he  was  told,  was  then  hunting,  but  the  queen  was 
in  her  tower;  to  this  tower  therefore  he  proceeded.    At  the 
gate  stood  a  crowd  of  pilgrims,  waiting  for  their  share  of  the 
mod  which  the  charitable  Josyan  was  in  the  habit  of  daily 
distributing  to  poor  Christians;  but  as  the  hour  of  dinner  was 
not  arrived,  Sir  Bevis  proceeded  to  examine  the  exterior  of 
the  palace,  and  had  the  satis&ction,  in  passing  under  the 
windows  of  her  turret,  to  hear  the  voice  of  his  mistress,  who 
was  praying  to  Heaven  with  great  fervency;  and  he  was 
sufficiently  near  to  distinguish  that  he  was  not  forgotten  in 
her  devotions.     He  then  returned  to  the  gate;  was  welcomed 
by  her  as  an  indigent  stranger;   was  placed  by  her  at  th$ 
Kead  of  the  hoards  plentifully  fed,  and  was  then  requested  to 
relate  whether,  in  ue  course  of  his  travels,  he  had  ever  seen 
or  heard  of  Sir  Bevis.     He  professed  to  be  the  most  intimate 
friend  of  that  knight,  by  whom  he  had  been  sent  into  various 
countries  in  search  of  a  steed  called  Arundel.    The  queen,  on 
this  assurance,  led  the  disguised  stranger  to  ArundeVs  stcdile; 
and  that  faithful  horse  no  sooner  heard  the  voice  of  his 
master,  than  he  burst  asunder  seven  chains  by  which  he  was 
fiistened  to  the  stall,  and  ran  out  of  the  stable  door.    She  now 
expressed  her  fears  lest  the  mischievous  animal  should  escqie, 
ana  throw  the  whole  town  into  consternation;  but  Beris 
laughiog  at  her  fears,  approached  the  steed,  who  seemed  to 
expect  with  anxiety  the  commands  of  his  well-known  rider. 

Bevis  himself  in  the  saddle  threw. 
And  thereby  Josyan  anon  him  knew. 
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She  said,  "  Beyis,  my  lemman  dear, 

Hide  not  fro  me  in  no  manerc ! 

Thou  promised  me  for  wife  to  take. 

When  I  my  false  gods  did  forsake: 

Help  me,  Bevis,  now  at  this  need; 

For  thou  hast  Arundel  thine  own  steed; 

I  shall  thee  fetch  thy  sword  Morglay ; 

And  lead  me,  Bevis,  with  thee  away!** 

Sir  Bevis  answered,  "  By  Saint  Jame, 

If  I  thee  love  I  were  to  blame ! 

For  thee  I  lay  in  prison  strong 

Seven  year,  and  that  was  loi^! 

Also  the  patriarch,  on  my  life. 

Charged  me  never  to  take  wife 

But  u  she  were  a  maiden  clean ; 

And  seven  year  hast  thou  been  queen, 

And  every  night  a  knight  by  thee : 

How  fihouldest  thou  then  a  maiden  be? '' 
"Mercy,  Sir  Bevis,"  then  said  she, 
"  Have  me  home  to  thy  countre : 

But  ye  find  me  a  true  woman, 

In  all  that  ever  ye  say  can, 

Send  me  hither  to  my  foe, 

Myself  naked,  and  no  mo!" 
"  I  grant,"  said  Bevis, ''  that  thou  with  me  go, 

On  that  covenant  that  it  be  so. 

Hie^  the.  fast,  and  make  thee  prest,' 

If  that  thou  with  me  go  lest."' 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Josyan  had  a  confidential  cham- 
berlain named  Boniface.  This  prudent  personage  was  fortu- 
nately present  during  this  conversation,  and,  whilst  his 
mistress  was  gone  in  search  of  the  sword,  stated  to  Sir  Bevis 
the  danger  of  such  a  hurried  departure,  and  suggested  to  him 
a  much  more  rational  project.  "The  king,"  said  he,  "is  now 
hunting  in  the  forest,  but  he  will  return  immediately.  Should 
you  carry  off  the  queen  thus  publicly,  you  will  meet  ^vith 
obstacles  on  every  side,  and  be  closely  pursued.  But  take 
my  advice:— Your  disguise  conceals  you  effectually;  the  king 
wiU  notice  you  as  a  traveller,  and  naturally  ask.  you  for  news. 

'  Hasten.  *  Ready. '  *  List,  chose. 
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Tell  him  that  you  are  just  come  from  Syria;  that  Bradvin, 
who  is  his  brother,  has  been  totally  defeiUied  by  King  Syrak; 
that  the  avenues  to  the  country  are  poaocoscd  by  the  enemy, 
and  all  means  of  sending  intelligence  of  his  situation  e£kc. 
tually  cut  off.  The  king  will  instantly  hasten,  with  all  his 
forces,  to  the  relief  of  his  Inrother ;  and  during  his  absence  we 
may  take  our  measures  at  our  leisure,  and  escape  with  perfect 
security."  Beyis  was  convinced  by  this  reasoning;  led  back 
Arundel  to  the  stable ;  and,  having  told  his  story  to  the  kiog, 
had  the  satisfaction  to  see  him  depart  on  the  next  day  for 
Syria.  • 

The  city  of  Mounbraunt  was,  in  the  mean  time,  committed 
to  the  care  of  the  king's  steward,  named  Sir  Grassy,  an  active 
and  vigilant  officer :  but  B<mi&ce  contrived  to  give  him  a 
sleeping-potion;  during  the  operation  of  which  Sir  Bevis, 
arrayed  in  the  best  annour  which  the  king^s  treasury  could 
furnish,  accompanied  by  Josyan  on  the  peerieas  Arundel,  and 
attended  by  the  trusty  Boni£M$e,  depaiied  without  meeting 
any  opposition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Mounbraunt.  Hie 
governor  indeed  awaked  at  last,  issued  his  orders  for  stopping 
die  fugitives  on  the  frontier,  and  followed  them  into  a  foiest, 
where  Sir  Bevis,  having  reconnoitred  the  army  of  his  pur- 
suers, felt  a  great  desire  to  amuse  his  mistress  by  killing  a  few 
thousands  of  them  with  his  good  sword  MoKglay ;  but  Josyan 
insisted  on  taking  refuge  in  a  cave  which  was  pointed  out  to 
her  by  the  sagacious  Boni&ce,  and  where  they  effectually  dis- 
appointed all  the  measures  taken  by  the  governor  for  their 
discovery. 

But  Josfyan,  after  a  strict  abstinence  of  twenty-four  hoars, 
began  to  feel  herself  very  hungry;  and  Sir  Bevis,  Isaviog  her 
in  the  cave  with  Boniface,  undertook  to  kill  some  venison  for 
her  support.  During  his  absence,  two  huge  lions  came  into 
the  cave;  and  Boniface,  who,  in  addition  to  his  other  merits^ 
had  great  dispositions  to  heroism,  valiantly  attacked  them; 
but  in  spite  of  his  efforts  the  lions  proceeded  to  devour  him 
and  his  horse :  and 

'When  they  had  eaten  of  that  man. 

They  went  both  imto  Josyan, 

And  laid  their  heads  upon  her  barme:^ 

But  they  would  do  her  no  harme ; 
'»  Lap. 
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For  it  is  the  lion's  kind/  y-wis, 
A  king's  daughter  that  maid  is 
Hurt  nor  haime  none  to  do : 
Therefore  lay  these  lions  so. 

Beris  on  his  return  found  Josyan  perfectly  familiarised 
-with  the  lions,  whom  however  she  could  not  forgive  for  eating 
her  chamherlain :  she  therefore  proposed  to  hold  one  of  them 
by  the  neck  whilst  her  lover  attacked  the  other:  but  he 
insisted  on  fighting  the  two  together ;  and  such  was  the  com- 
fort which  he  derived  from  the  presence  of  his  mistress,  and 
from  the  conviction  of  her  perfect  chastity,  that  he  cut  off 
both  their  heads  at  one  stroke.  The  lovers  now  dined,  and, 
after  duly  bewailing  the  loss  of  the  fiuthful  Boni&ce,  mounted 
on  Arundel  and  pursued  their  journey. 

They  had  not  proceeded  far  when  they  met  a  most  porten- 
tous and  formidable  giant,  with  whom  the  reader  wfll  soon 
become  better  acquainted,  and  whom  we  will  therefore  permit 
the  author  to  describe : 

This  geaunt  was  mighty  and  strong, 

And  frill  thirty  foot  was  long. 

He  was  bristled  like  a  sow ; 

A  foot  he  had  between  each  brow; 

His  lips  were  great,  and  hung  aside; 

His  eyen  were  hoUow;  his  mouth  was  wide : 

Lothy  he  was  to  look  on  than. 

And  liker  a  devil  than  a  man. 

His  -staff  was  a  young  oak. 

Hard  and  heavy  was  his  stroke. 

Bevis  wondred  on  him  right. 

And  him  inquired  what  he  hight? 

And  if  all  the  men  in  his  cuntree 

Were  as  miifhty  and  great  as  he? 
"My  name,"  he  said,  ''is  Ascapard; 

Sir  Grassj^  sent  me  hitfaerward 

For  to  bnng  you  home  again.*' 

But  this  could  not  be  accomplished  without  a  battle ;  and 

flmch  was  the  activity  of  Sir  Bevis,  that  Ascapard  was  never 

once  able  to  touch  him,  while  he  himself  was  covered  with 

wounds  from  head  to  food,  and  at  length  fell  down,  after 

-  Nature. 
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aiming  a  terrible  but  ineffectual  blow  at  his  adversary,  quite 
exhausted  with  feitigue  and  loss  of  blood.  His  life  was  spared, 
at  the  particular  intercession  of  Josyan,  and  the  unwiedly 
monster  became,  from  this  time,  the  page  of  Sir  Bevis. 

After  this  accession  to  their  household,  the  Iotcts  proceeded 
till  they  reached  the  sea,  where  they  found  a  dromoimd  (mer- 
chant-ship) ready  to  sail  for  Germany,  but  already  occupied 
by  some  Saracens,  who  refused  to  achnit  Sir  Bevis  and  his 
companions  into  their  vessel.  Ascapard  immediately  droTe 
them  all  out ;  took  up  Arundel  with  Bevis  and  Josyan  under 
his  arm;  embarked  with  them;  and,  drawing  up  the  sail, 
arrived,  after  a  prosperous  voyage,  at  Cologne. 

The  bishop  of  Cologne  happened  to  be  the  brother  of  Sir 
Guy  and  Sir  Saber,  and  consequently  the  uncle  of  Sir  Bevis, 
whom  therefore  the  good  prelate. received  with  every  mark  of 
affection.  Having  inquired  the  names  of  the  beautiful  lady 
and  ugly  giant,  his  travelling  companions,  he  learnt  from  hu 
nephew  their  former  adventures,  and  Josyan's  earnest  desire 
to  be  solemnly  christened ;  to  which  Sir  Bevis  added,  that  he 
should  be  glad  if  his  unwieldy  page  could  be  cleansed  firom 
his  pagan  propensities  on  the  same  occasion.     Accordingly, 

The  bishop  christened  Josyan, 

That  was  white  as  any  swan. 

For  Ascapard  was  made  a  tun ; 

And  when  he  should  therein  be  done. 

He  lept  out  upon  the  brench,' 

And  said,  "Churl!  wilt  thou  me  drench?* 

The  devil  of  hell  mot  fetche  thee! 

I  am  too  much'  christened  to  be ! " 

The  author  adds,  that  this  indecent  spectacle,  though  it 
sorely  grieved  the  bishop,  afforded  infinite  amusement  to  the 
good  people  of  Cologne. 

It  was  near  this  city  that  Sir  Bevis  had  the  honour  to 
achieve  the  most  perilous  adventure  of  his  whole  life:  it  is 
true  that 

Sir  Launcelot  du  Lake 

Fought  with  the  brenning  drake;* 

1  Brink.  '  Drown.  '  Too  big. 

«  Burning  dragon.  See  an  account  of  this  adventure  in  Maloiyi 
Morte  Arthur,  lib.  zi.  cap.  i. 
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Guy  of  Warwick,  I  understand. 
Slew  a  dragon  in  Northumberland; 
But  such  a  dragon  was  never  seen 
As  Sir  Bevis  slew,  I  wene. 

It  seems  that  there  had  been  two  of  these  monsters  in  Ca- 
labria, who  completely  ravaged  that  country,  but  were  at  length 
expelled  by  the  prayers  of  a  holy  man.  They  then  flew  to 
Tascany,  and  thence  to  Lombardy  where  they  separated. 
Ihe  one  flew  to  the  court  of  Rome ;  but  in  that  land  of  devo- 
tion became  immoveable. 

Men  say  he  is  there  yit, 
Enclosed  round  with  clerkes'  wit. 

The  other  came  to  the  territory  of  Cologne ;  and  Sir  Bevis, 
moved  with  compassion  by  the  groans  of  a  knight  who  had 
been  touched  by  the  poison  of  this  monster,  determined  to 
attack  him,  though  assured  by  aU  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country  that  no  one  but  St.  Michael  was  able  to  maintain  a 
contest  with  such  a  serpent. 

Ascapard,  in  the  first  instance,  readily  undertook  to  attend 
his  master  on  this  occasion;  but  the  mere  dissonance  of  the 
dragon's  voice,  which  he  heard  at  a  great  distance,  had  such 
an  effect  on  his  ears,  that  he  declared  his  resolution  to  return, 
avowing  that  he  would  not  undertake,  "for  all  the  realms  of 
heathenness,"  to  look  into  the  throat  firom  which  such  a  voice 
had  issued.  Sir  Bevis  therefore  was  left  alone :  yet  he  pro- 
ceeded, in  spite  of  the  monster's  hideous  yell,  to  attack  him 
with  his  good  sword  Morglay ;  and,  though  the  first  lash  of 
the  dragon's  tail  broke  one  of  his  ribs  and  felled  him  to  the 
ground,  whilst  his  sword  made  no  impression  on  the  impene- 
trable scales  of  his  enemy,  continued  the  battle  with  great 
obstinacy,  until,  in  retreating  to  avoid  the  poisonous  breath  of 
the  dragon,  he  feU  backwards  into  a  weU  full  of  water. 
Luckily  for  him,  a  female  saint  had  bathed  in  this  water ;  and 
had  tbereby  imparted  to  it  such  marvellous  efficacy,  that, 
whilst  it  healed  the  wound  and  restored  the  almost  e^iausted 
strength  of  the  Christian  hero,  it  effectually  impeded  the 
attack  of  the  dragon.  Sir  Bevis  now  renewed  the  combat  . 
but  the  serpent  spouting  on  him  about  a  gallon  of  venom,  he' 
instantly  fell  senseless  on  the  ground,  where  his  enemy  con  - 
tinued  to  whip  him  with  his  tail,  till  he  whipped  him  a  second 
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time  into  the  miiaculoas  welL  Here  lie  again  recovered  bis 
senses,  and  began  to  flay  his  prayers  with  much  devotion; 
after  which  he  adjusted  at  his  leisure  the  several  pieces  of  bis 
armour  which  had  been  discomposed  by  the  rough  treatmiart 
which  they  had  met  with  whilst  he  lay  on  the  ground;  and 
finally  issued  again  from  the  well,  and  wielded  the  gpod  swonL 
Morgky  with  a  degree  of  vigour  which  his  wearied  enemy 
was  no  longer  willing  to  encounter.  The  dragon  now  began 
to  retreat  in  his  turn ;  but  Bevis,  following  him/  had  the  good 
fortune  to  cut  off  about  five  feet  of  that  wicked  tail  from 
which  he  had  suffered  such  dreadful  bruises;  after  which,  be 
had  little  difficulty  in  severing  the  monster*s  head  from  tbe 
body.  Having  then  returned  thanks  to  heaven  for  this  signal 
victory,  he  returned  in  triumph  to  Cologne  with  the  dragon's 
head,  and  was  received  by  the  people  and  by  the  good  Insliop 
as  the  deliverer  of  the  oountry. 

Having  acquired  such  elaims  to  tire  bishop's  gratitode,  % 
Bevis  applied  to  him  for  advioe  and  assistanoe  in  promoting 
his  long  meditated  project  to  revenge  the  deatb  of  bis  fiAer. 
The  prelate  readily  promised  him  a  hundred  kni^ts,  all  men 
of  approved  valour,  who,  he  said,  would  rejoice  to  serve  under 
the  banners  of  such  a  disdnguished  leader;  and  this  little 
troop  reqiuring  no  time  lor  preparation,  the  knight  took  leasee 
of  lus  dear  Josyan,  whom  he  intrusted  during  Hs  abaenee  to 
the  care  of  Ascapard,  and,  embarking  for  England,  anrred, 
shortly  after,  at  a  port  within  a  few  miles  of  SoutfaamptoiL 
He  landed,  and  marched  towards  that  town  preceded  by  a 
messenger,  whom  he  sent  to  Sir  Murdour,  with  orders  to  say 
that  **  a  knight  of  Britany,  with  a  hundred  companions  &om 
different  parts  of  France,  was  just  arrived  in  quest  of  service, 
which  they  o£Eered  to  him  in  &e  first  instance,  but  should,  if 
refused,  transfer  to  his  competitor."  Sir  Murdour  was  oTcr- 
joyed  at  this  offer,  which  he  readily  accepted;  and,  advancing 
to  meet  the  strangers,  ushered  Sir  Bevis  with  great  ceremony 
into  the  haU,  and  paid  bim  during  supper  the  most  marked 
attentions,  in  whidi  be  was  fidtfafully  imitated  by  tiie 
countess. 

The  assumed  name  of  Bevis  was  Sir  Jarrord;  and  under 
this  name  he  had  the  amusement  of  bearing  a  most  cuiiooa 
account  of  his  own  adventures.  Sir  Murdour  told  him  Hwt 
Sir  Quy,  the  first  husband  of  the  countess,  was  a  man  of 
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igmvMft  blood;  that,  perhaps  for  tiiis  reason,  his  son  Beyis 
beeanse  a  mere  vulgar  spendthrift,  sold  to  him  his  heritage, 
and  then  lor  shame  quitted  the  oonntry ;  that  Sir  Saber,  wi3i- 
oat  any  legal  daim,  attempted  to  wrest  from  him  his  pur- 
chase; and  that  this  was  the  quarrel  in  which  he  required 
the  services  of  his  noble  guests.  Bevis,  during  this  relation, 
was  much  tempted  to  punidi  on  the  spot  the  shameless 
ef&xmtery  of  hk  step-&ther;  but  he  concealed  his  emotions, 
aoid  detomined  to  meet  fraud  with  fraud.  Addressing  hhn- 
sdf  to  Sir  Huzdour,  he  said,  '*  Such  being  your  quarrel, 
myself  and  my  company,  had  we  been  able  to  come  properly 
equipped,  mi^it  iisve  easily  settled  it.  Indeed,  if  you  wiu 
lend  us  arms  and  horses,  and  provide  us  a  ship  for  our  con- 
veyance, we  will  depart  diis  very  night,  and  wiU  promise  not 
to  lose  sight  of  Saber  tiU  your  disagreement  shall  be  finally 
adjusted."  This  offer  was  thankfully  accepted;  Bevis  carried 
off  to  the  Isle  of  Wight  the  choicest  armour  and  the  finest 
horses  that  his  enemy  could  furnish ;  and,  having  joined  Saber, 
instantly  ordered  a  messenger  to  return  to  Soutlmmpton, — 

^  And  tell  to  Sir  Murdour,  right, 
That  I  am  no  Frenche  knight. 
Nor  he  hight  not  Sir  Jarrard, 
That  made  with  him  that  foreward;^ 
But  say  it  was  Bevis  of  renown, 
The  right  heir  of  South-Hamptoun; 
And  say,  his  countess  is  my  dame; 
The  Devil  give  them  both  shame! 
And  say  I  will  avenged  be. 
Of  that  they  did  to  my  &ther  and  me!" 

This  being  faithfully  reported  to  Sir  Murdour,  who  was 
then  at  table,  he  snatched  up  a  knife  and  threw  it  at  the 
ambassador  of  Sir  Bevis,  but  had  liie  misfortune  to  aim  the 
blow  so  ill  that  it  missed  the  intended  object  and  pierced  the 
heart  of  his  own  son;  a  circumstance  which,  being  imme- 
diately related  to  Sir  Bevis,  was  conadered  by  him  as  a  proof 
of  divine  interposition,  and  as  a  most  fortunate  omen  of  his 
future  success. 

We  must  now  return  with  our  author  to  the  beautiful 
Josyan,  whom  we  left  at  Cologne.     There  lived  in  the  neigh- 

'  Ffonittc,  oontnict* 
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bourhood  of  that  city  a  powerful  earl  named  Sir  Mile,  idio 
saw,  became  emmioured  of  her,  and  resolyed  to  enjoy  her. 
Josyan,  to  whom  he  communicated  without  ceremony  both 
his  wishes  and  his  determination  to  gratify  them,  only  lau^ied 
at  him,  and  frankly  told  him  that  if  he  attempted  violence  be 
would  meet  with  a  very  serious  resistance  from  her,  and  not 
less  from  Ascapard.  But  the  crafty  German  was  aware  that 
nothing  was  so  easy  as  to  over-reach  the  giant.  He  forged  a 
letter  to  him  from  Sir  Bevis,  ordering  his  immediate  attend- 
ance in  an  island  which  he  described,  and  to  which  the 
obedient  page  readily  followed  the  bearer  of  the  letter:  after 
this,  the  gates  of  the  castle  into  which  he  was  decoyed  being 
locked,  a  circumstance  to  which  he  paid  little  attention,  he 
patiently  expected  the  arrival  of  his  master.  Sir  Mile,  no 
longer  apprehensive  from  this  quarter,  sent  an  account  of  his 
success  to  Josyan,  who  now,  justly  alarmed,  dispatched  a 
messenger  to  Bevis,  imploring  his  immediate  assistance,  and 
then,  aJ^r  devising  a  variety  of  stratagems  to  escape  her 
hated  lover,  at  length  fixed  on  ihe  most  extraordinary  that 
perhaps  ever  entered  into  the  head  of  woman.  She  cahnly 
told  Sir  Mile,  at  his  next  visit,  that  she  had  sworn  never  to 
surrender  her  person  to  a  lover,  and  that  his  power,  gr^t  as 
it  might  be,  should  never  compel  her  to  break  her  oath;  but 
that  a  husband  had  rights  which  she  could  not  with  reason 
oppose,  and  that  he  might,  if  he  pleased,  become  that  hus- 
band. Sir  Mile,  overjoyed  and  astonished  at  this  dedaratioo, 
thanked  her  with  transport,  and  gave  orders  for  the  immediate 
solemnijEation  of  the  wedding.     They  were  married. 

There  lacked  nothing,  verily. 
Of  rich  meats,  and  minstrelsy. 
When  it  drew  towarde  night, 
A  riche  souper  there  was  dight. 
And  after  that,  verament. 
The  knight  and  she  to  chamber  went. 
Within  her  bed  when  that  she  was. 
The  Earl  came  and  did  rejoice, 
With  barons,  and  great  company. 
And  possets  made  with  spicery. 
When  that  they  had  drunken  wine, 
*^  Sir/'  said  Josyan,  *'  and  love  mine. 
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Let  no  person  near  us  be 
This  night,  to  hear  our  privite. 
Neither  knight,  maiden,  nor  swain; 
Myself  shall  be  your  chamberlain!" 
He  said,  **  Leman,  it  shall  be  so;*' 
Man  and  maid  he  bade  out  go : 
He  shut  the  door  well  and  &st, 
And  sat  him  down  at  the  last. 

Josyan  was  waiting  for  this  moment.  She  had  made  a 
slip-knot  in  her  girdle,  and  suddenly  passing  it  round  his 
neck,  and  pulling  at  it  with  her  whole  stren^,  most  effec- 
tually strangled  him,  and,  hanging  him  up  over  the  beam  of 
the  Toofy  quietly  resigned  herself  to  sleep.  Her  rest  indeed 
was  so  profound,  that  it  was  protracted  much  beyond  her 
usual  hour  of  rising. 

The  barons  gan  for  to  arise. 
Some  for  hunting,  some  for  kirk, 
And  workmen  rose  to  do  their  work. 
The  sun  shone;  it  drew  to  under;* 
The  barons  thereof  hadde  wonder. 
Why  the  Earl  lay  so,  long  in  bed. 
Tho*  they  all  wondred  had,  • 

Some  saiden,  *'Let  him  lygge  still: 
Of  Josyan  let  him  ban  his  will." 
Mid-day  came;  it  drew  to  noon: 
The  boldest  said,  '*  How  may  this  gon? 
Wete  I  wol  myself,  and  see 
How  it  may  therof  i-bee." 
He  smote  tiie  door  with  his  bona, 
That  all  wide  open  soon  it  wond. 
"  Awake,  awake,"  he  said,  "  Sir  Mile, 
Thou  hast  islepen  a  long  while! 
Thine  head  aketh,  I  wot  right  wel: 
Dame,  make  him  a  cawdelT' 
Josyan  said, ''  At  that  sake 
Never  eft  wol  his  head  ake  • 
I  have  eased  him  of  that  so  re. 
His  head  wol  ake  never  more. 

*  Under-tiine;  t.e.,  nine  o'clock.  '  When. 
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All  night  he  hath  ridden  idle, 
Withouten  halter,  withonten  bridle. 
Yesterday  he  wedded  me  with  wrong. 
And  at  mght  I  did  him  hang. 
Neyer  eft  shall  he  womaa  spill: 
Now  doeth  with  me  all  ytaa  will!*' 

As  it  was  notorious  that  she  had  been  married  to  Sir  Mile, 
and  no  less  so  that  she  had  mui-dered  him,  the  law  condemned 
her  to  the  flames ;  and  the  barons  in  Ihe  interest,  who  were 
not  a  little  offended  by  the  haughty  language  of  her  oonlw- 
sion,  exerted  themselves  with  great  zeal  in  hastening  the 
preparation  for  her  execution.  Ascapard,  from  the  waUs  of 
his  castle,  happened  to  descry  these  preparations,  and,  sus- 
pecting some  mischief,  instantly  burst  open  the  gates  of  his 
prison;  plunged  into  the  water;  swam  towards  a  fisher- 
man's boat,  which  its  proprietor,  wisely  deeming  him  to  be 
the  devil,  hastily  abandoned  on  his  approach;  paddled  to  the 
opposite  shore;  and  advanced  with  hiasty  strides  towards  the 
city.  He  was  overtaken  by  Sir  Bevis,  who  taxed  him  with 
treachery;  from  which,  however,  he  easily  exculpated  him- 
self. The  two  champions  then  hastened  forward;  extermi- 
nated all  who  opposed  them;  rescued  Josyan  from  the  stake 
to  which  she  was  already  bound;  and,  placing  her  behind  her 
lover  on  Arundel,  shortly  returned  to  the  Isle  of  Wight, 
where  the  princess  and  me  giant  were  duly  welcomed  by 
Sir  Saber. 

Both  parties  now  began  their  preparations  for  war.  Sir 
Bevis  and  Sir  Saber  collected  a  moderate  number  of  knights, 
with  whose  valour  they  were  well  acquainted,  while  Sir  Mur- 
dour  summoned  a  lai^e  army  frY>m  Germany,  and  was  joined, 
in  consequence  of  an  application  from  the  countess,  by  the 
King  of  Scotland.  In  the  month  of  May, ''  when  leaves  and 
gross  ginneth  spring,"  Sir  Murdour  embarked  his  troops, 
landed  without  opposition,  and  encamped  close  to  a  castle  in 
which  Saber  had  collected  all  his  forces.  The  old  man,  dis- 
daining to  be  besieged,  had  no  sooner  descried  the  enemy 
than  he  prepared  to  g^ve  them  battle;  and  heading  one- 
third  of  his  troops,  whilst  the  two  other  divisions  were  led 
on  by  Sir  Bevis  and  by  Ascapard,  b^m  the  attack  with 
great  fury. 
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Sir  Menes,  the  moimcbeer  so  feer/ 

His  steed  he  pridced  again  Sabeie. 

His  spear  was  long,  and  somedeal  keen ; 

Sabere  him  met,  and  that  was  seen! 

And  though  his  spear  weie  sharply  ground, 

Sir  Sabere  him  gave  a  deadly  wound. 

In  the  mean  time  Sir  Bevis  had  solely  attached  himself  to 
Sir  Murdour;  had  thrown  him  to  the  ground;  but,  being 
enveloped  by  numbers,  had  been  unable  to  make  him  captive. 
He  tiiesefcse  caUed  loudly  on  Ascapard — 

and  to  him  said, 

**  Ascapard!  now  take  good  heed! 
The  emperor  rideth  on  a  white  steed. 
Hxine  hire  I  wol  yield  right  weU, 
Giff  thou  him  bring  to  the  castel." 

Asci^iard  tho  forth  him  dight. 
And  both  he  slew  horse  and  knight. 
And  soon  he  took  that  emperour, 
And  brought  him  swithe  to  the  tower. 

Sir  Bevis  rode  swithe  great  randoun ; 
**  Let  boilen/'  he  said,  "  a  great  caldroun. 
Full  of  pitch  and  brimstone. 
And  hot  lead  cast  thereupon ! " 
Tho  it  did  seethe,*  and  played  £Eiat, 
The  emperor  therein  be  cast. 
There  he  died  and  made  his  end ; 
His  soul  to  hell  so  mot  it  wend ! 
Houndes  gnaw  him  to  the  bone ! 
So  wreak'  us,  God,  of  all  our  foen ! 

By  the  capture  and  death  of  the  chief  the  battle  was  of 
course  decided;  and  that  nothing  might  be  wanting  to  Sir 
Bcvis's  vengeance,  the  countess,  unwilling  to  survive  her  hus- 
band, threw  herself  from  the  top  of  a  lofty  tower,  and  was 
killed  on  the  spot.  The  bui^esses  of  Southampton,  now  at 
liberty  to  express  their  real  feelings,  rushed  out  in  crowds  to 
hail  the  approach  of  their  natural  lord.  Sir  Bevis  dispatched 
a  messenger  to  the  bishop  of  Cologne,  who  joyfully  obeyed 
the  summons, 

'  Honaseor  al  fiar.  Fr.  *  BoiL  •  Revenge. 
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And  wedded  Bevis  and  Josyan, 
With  mirth  and  joy  of  many  a  man. 
Bight  great  feast  there  was  hold. 
Of  earls,  baiouns,  and  knightys  bold ; 
Of  ladies  and  maidens,  I  imderstond, 
All  the  fisdrest  of  that  lond, 
That  all  the  castle  dinned  and  rong 
Of  her  mirtli  and  of  her  song. 

The  reader  will  now  be  disposed  to  flatter  himself  that  this 
prodigious  and  eyentful  history  is  terminated ;  that  Sir  Bevis 
will  in  future  sleep  quietly  in  his  bed,  Arundel  in  his  stable, 
and  Morglay  in  its  scabbuxl.  But  though  the  principal  inte- 
rest of  the  piece  is  at  an  end,  the  author  is  not  yet  prepared 
to  part  widi  his  hero,  who  is  still  young  and  yigorous.  He 
has  also  upon  his  hands  two  Saracen  kii^oms,  Siose  of  Er- 
mony  and  Mounbraunt,  which,  according  to  all  the  laws  of 
romance- writing,  he  is  boimd  to  conyert  to  Christianity;  and 
a  giant,  whose  natiye  propensities  to  wickedness  it  is  necessaiy 
to  develop. 

Sir  Bevis  had  now  avenged  the  death  and  regained  the  ter- 
ritories of  his  f&ther,  but  he  did  not  yet  possess  his  hereditazy 
honours;  and  it  was  requisite  that  he  should  receive,  at  Lon- 
don, from  the  hands  of  his  sovereign,  the  investiture  of  the 
earldom.  This  was  readily  conferred  by  King  Edgar  on  a 
vassal,  whose  heroic  deeds  were  already  celeteited  through 
the  country :  and  the  monarch  at  the  same  time  oonfcrred-oD 
the  knight  the  dignity  of  earl-marshal,  whidi  had  been  also 
enjoyed  by  Sir  Guy.  But  merit,  though  it  may  sometimes 
command  court-fiivour,  is  very  seldom  found  to  retain  it. 

In  simmier  it  was,  at  Whitsuntide, 

When  knight  must  on  horse  ride, 

The  king  a  course  he  did  grede,^ 

For  to  assayen  the  best  stied. 

Which  weren  both  stiff  and  strong. 

Sir  Bevis  would  not  lose  such  an  opportunity  of  proving 
the  incomparable  speed  of  Arundel;  and  &ough,  by  some  mis- 
take, he  did  not  start  till  two  knights,  his  competitors,  had 
already  advanced  two  miles  out  of  seven,  of  which  the  course 
consisted,  he  persevered  and  won  the  race.  Edgar's  son,  de> 
1  Cawed  to  be  cried  or  proclaimed. 
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airous  of  posfiessing  the  best  horse  in  the  world,  begged  him 
as  a  boon  from  Sir  BeTis;  and  when  the  knight  re^ed  to 
part  with  his  old  fayourite,  the  mean-spirited  prince  deter- 
mined to  steal  him.  But  we  have  seen  that  Arundel  was  not 
easily  compelled  to  change  his  masters.  When  the  prince, 
having  gained  admittance  into  the  stable,  approached  the 
steed,  with  the  intention  of  leading  him  away,  the  indignant 
Anmdel  gave  him  a  sudden  kick,  and  scattered  his  brains 
about  the  stable.  Edgar,  inconsolable  for  the  loss  of  his  son, 
swore  to  be  revenged  on  Sir  Bevis,  and  ordered  him  to  be 
banged,  drawn,  and  quartered;  but  the  barons  refused  to  ratify 
this  imjust  sentence,  observing  that  Arundel  alone,  being 
guilty  of  the  murder,  must  suffer  punishment.  Sir  Bevis,  how- 
ever, proixwed,  as  an  expiation  of  the  horse's  crime,  to  banish 
hknself  m>m  England,  and  to  make  over  all  his  estates  to 
bis  uncle  Saber;  and  this  commutation  being  accepted,  he 
immediately  departed  with  Arundel  for  Southampton. 

Josyan  was  &r  advanced  in  her  pregnancy  when  she  learnt 
the  necessity  of  her  immediate  departure;  yet  she  obeyed 
wiihoat  a  murmur,  and  set  oif  accompanied  only  by  Bevis 
and  his  nephew,  Terry.  Meanwhile,  this  change  in  the  for- 
tunes of  Sir  Bevis  produced  a  considerable  alteration  in  the 
mind  of  Ascapard.  By  betraying  a  master  whom  he  had 
served  rather  from  the  habit  of  obedience  than  from  gratitude, 
he  hoped  to  obtain  the  most  important  favours  from  his  for- 
mer sovereign;  and,  having  learned  exactly  the  route  which 
Bevis  intended  to  taJ^e,  he  hastened  to  Mounbraunt;  and,  pro- 
mising King  Inor  to  replace  Josyan  in  his  hands,  obtained  from 
him  a  company  of  sixty  Saracens  to  assist  in  carrying  her  off, 
together  with  the  assurance  of  a  princely  reward  in  the  event 
of  his  success. 

The  exiled  travellers  advanced  but  slowly.  Josvan  was 
seized,  in  the  midst  of  a  forest,  with  the  pains  of  child-birth; 
and  Bevis  and  Terry,  having  constructed  a  hut  for  her  recep- 
tion, together  with  a  couch  of  leaves,  received  her  commands 
to  absent  themselves  for  a  few  hours,  and  then  return  to  her 
assistance.  Scarcely  were  they  departed,  when  she  was  deli- 
vered of  two  knave  children,  and  almost  at  the  same  instant 
she  beheld  the  ferocious  Ascapard,  who,  well  aware  of  the 
absence  of  her  protectors,  earned  her  off,  without  pacing  the 
least  regard  to  her  fears  or  entreaties.    Bevis,  retoming  with 
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Terry  to  the  hut,  and  finding  the  two  children  naked,  and  voh 
aooompanied  by  their  mother,  easily  guessed  what  had  hap* 
pened,  and  swooned  with  grief;  but,  soon  recovering  himselC 
cut  in  two  the  ermine  mantle  of  Josyan,  which  had  for- 
tunately been  left  behind;  careftilly  wra|^)ed  up  the  chiidien; 
and,  mounting  his  horse,  pursued  his  journey.     A  forester, 
whom  he  met  shortly  after,  readUy  undertook  the  charge  of 
one  of  the  children,  promising  to  christen  it  by  Ihe  name  of 
Guy,  and  to  educate  it  with  great  care  till  it  shaidd  be  re- 
claimed :  and  the  other  was  consigned  to  a  fisherman,  toge^ier 
with  ten  fnarksy  with  directions  to  ehristen  it  by  the  name  of 
Mile,  and  tiie  ceremony  was  duly  performed  at  M#  chmrek^^tSe 
in  his  village.    The  km^t  and  his  youngsquiEe  now  emeiged 
from  the  forest,  and  arrived  at  a  consideralile  town,  where 
they  determined  to  stav  some  time  in  the  hope  of  hearing  in- 
telligence conoeming  Aacapard  and  Josyan. 
On  a  soleer,^  as  Bevis  looked  out, 
At  a  window  all  about, 
Helms  he  saw  and  brynnys*  bright: 
He  had  great  wonder  of  that  sight. 

He  learnt  from  his  host,  that  a  tournament  had  been  pro- 
claimed at  the  request  of  a  youns  lady,  the  daughter  and 
heiress  of  a  duke,  who  meant  to  give  her  hand  to  the  victor 
knight.    Though  indi£Eerent  about  the  prize.  Sir  Bevis  was  by 
no  means  ind^erent  about  an  opportunity  of  justing,  and 
Terry  was  still  more  anxious  to  prove  his  valour. 
Sir  Bevis  disguised  all  his  weed, 
Of  black  cendal  and  of  rede. 
Flourished  with  roses  of  silver  bright ; 
And  that  was  thing  of  full  great  sight. 
Thev  oomen  riding  in  the  way, 
Bevis  and  Terry  together,  they  tway; 
A  knight  was  ready  in  that  grene. 
And  Bevis  pricked  to  him,  as  I  weoe. 

In  short,  Bevxs  and  Terry  overcame  all  Iheir  antagonistB, 
and  the  farmer  was  selected  by  the  fiiir  lady  as  her  intended 
husband;  but  as  she  found  that  he  was  already  married,  and 
as  heaven  had  blessed  herwith  an  acoommodating  dispositioD, 
she  proposed  that  he  should  be  her  laid  only  m  cimm  i 
'  An  appOT  roeni,  s  gsmt*  '  < 
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and  that  if,  after  seyen  years  of  this  Platonic  apprenticeship, 
hiB  real  wife  should  appear,  she  would  then  accept  Terry  as 
her  husband.  These  terms  were  accepted  by  Beris  and  by 
his  companion. 

But  we  must  now  hasten  to  Sir  Saber,  who,  though  rather 
an  insignificant  character  in  the  prime  of  life,  is  become  very 
interesting  in  his  old  age,  and  increases  in  activity  as  he  ap- 
proaches towaids  decrepitude.  Saber  was  a  great  dreamer; 
and  his  wife,  whose  name  was  Emeborugh,  was  a  great  ex- 
pounder of  dreams;  so  that  no  sooner  had  Ascapard  carried 
off  Josyan,  than  this  couple  discovered,  by  going  to  sleep, 
that  some  great  misfortune  had  befellen  Sir  Bevis,  and  that 
he  had  lost  either  his  wife,  or  his  children,  or  his  horse,  or  his 
sword.  Saber  instantly  summoned  twelve  of  his  best  knights, 
cased  them  in  complete  armour,  concealed  under  pilgnms' 
robes,  gave  them  burdom  or  staves  headed  with  the  sharpest 
steel,  and,  assuming  the  same  disguise,  put  himself  at  their 
head,  and  took  the  road  to  Mounbraunt.  He  even  travelled 
with  such  expedition,  that  he  overtook  Ascapard,  killed  him 
with  the  first  thrust  of  his  burden,  and,  as  soon  as  his  com- 
panions had  destroyed  the  sixty  Saracens,  which  was  very 
speedily  effected,  sent  them  home  to  his  wife  to  annoimce  the 
accomplishment  of  his  dream.     Josyan  made  an  ointment;  and 

Her  skin  that  was  both  bright  and  shene 
Therewith  she  made  both  yellow  and  grene; 

and,  beihg  thus  completely  disguised,  accompanied  Saber 
during  near  seven  years,  till  Providence  led  them  to  the  town 
where  Sir  Bevis  resided.  Here  her  &ithful  guide,  having  dis- 
covered his  son  Terry,  delivered  her  into  the  arms  of  her  hus- 
band; and  her  children  being  sent  for,  she  was  restored  to 
tranquillity  and  happiness  after  her  long  and  disastrous  wan- 
derings. 

We  are  now  summoned  to  the  countzy  of  Ermony,  which 
Sine  Inor,  having  lost  all  traces  of  Ascapard  and  Josyan,  and 
thinking  it  necessary  to  vent  his  rage  on  that  princess's  father, 
had  determined  to  lay  waste  with  fire  and  sword.  This  nevfrs 
was  brought  to  Sir  Bevis,  who,  sending  his  summons  to  all 
the  warriors  whom  he  had  formerlv  conmianded,  soon  col- 
lected a  respectable  army  for  the  defence  of  King  Ermyn,  and, 
putting  himaelf  at  their  head,  together  with  Josyan,  Saber, 

t2 
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and  the  children  Guy  and  Mile,  marched  to  the  capital.  Gr* 
myn  was  scarcely  less  frightened  by  the  approach  of  his  son* 
in-law  than  by  that  of  his  enemy;  he  tlurew  himself  on  his 
knees,  implored  forgiveness,  and  finally  proposed  to  embrace 
Christianity.  The  last  article  ensured  him  a  complete  recon- 
ciliation with  his  son  and  daughter;  and  his  subjects  bein^ 
easily  persuaded  that  the  true  religion  was  that  which  placed 
Sir  Bevis  at  their  head,  and  ensured  them  from  being  plun- 
dered, the  baptism  of  the  monarch  was  soon  followed  by  that 
of  the  whole  country. 

The  fortune  of  war  was  not  propitious  to  King  Inor,  who 
was  taken  prisoner  in  the  first  engagement,  and  sent  to  £r- 
myn,  with  whom  it  was  agreed 

That  his  ransom  ben  shold 

Sixty  hundred  pounds  of  gold. 

With  four  hundred  beds,  of  silk  each  one. 

With  quiltys  of  gold  fair  begone, 

Four  hundred  cuppys  of  gold  fine, 

And  all  so  many  of  maselyn.^ 

The  venerable  Ermyn  did  not  long  survive  this  good  for- 
tune. Finding  his  end  approaching,  he  sent  for  Guy,  placed 
the  crown  on  his  head,  and  expired.  The. good  Saber,  seeing 
the  fiunily  of  Sir  Bevis  so  well  established,  now  became  de- 
sirous of  visiting  his  wife  Emeborugh,  and,  taking  leave  of 
his  friends,  returned  to  England. 

Guy  being  firmly  settled  on  the  throne  of  Ermqpy,  Sir 
Bevis  and  Josyan  might  have  enjoyed  a  long  interval  of  tran- 
quillity,  but  for  the  machinations  of  a  wicked  thief  called 
Babonc,  at  the  court  of  King  Inor,  who,  being  tolerably  versed 
in  the  black  art,  contrived  to  spirit  away  the  £uthful  Arundel. 
This  was  a  constant  subject  of  regret  to  his  disconsolate  mas- 
ter; but  fortunately  Sir  Saber,  being  now  returned  to  his 
wife,  had  resumed  ^e  habit  of  dreaming,  and  found  out  that 
something  of  value  had  been  lost  which  it  was  his  business  to 
discover  and  restore.  He  therefore  set  off  without  hesitation 
for  Mounbraimt,  and,  arriving  in  his  pilgrim's  garb  at  a  river 
near  the  town,  to  which  the  horses  were  usually  led  to  water, 
discovered  the  perfidious  Rabone  mounted  on  Arundel.  He 
immediately  ad^^ssed  the  thief: 

^Bntf.   See  HalliweU'B  Dictiofuuy,  p.  543. 
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••  Fellow,"  he  said,  "  so  God  me  speed, 
This  may  well  be  called  a  steed. 
He  is  well  breasted  without  doubt; 
Good  fellow,  turn  thee  about." 
And  as  he  turned  him  there, 
Up  behind  lept  Sabere. 
He  smote  to  death  the  thief  Babone 
With  the  end  of  his  truncheon. 

He  now  set  off  at  full  speed  for  Ermony,  and,  as  the  news 
of  Aruuders  escape  had  been  instantly  carried  to  King  Inor, 
was  shortly  followed  by  a  little  army  of  the  best-mountt;d 
Saracens.  But  Josyan,  who  was  standing  on  a  turret,  recog- 
nised the  horse  at  a  great  distance ;  she  spread  the  alarm ;  and 
Sir  Bevis,  putting  himself  at  the  head  of  a  few  followers,  soon 
rescued  his  Mend,  and  cut  off  the  heads  of  all  his  impertinent 
pursuers. 

Inor,  much  disturbed  by  tliis  ill  success,  requested  the 
advice  of  his  brother  Bradwin,  king  of  Syria.  Bradwin  ob- 
served to  him  that  he  was  a  knight  of  great  prowess;  that 
Bevis  was  not  invulnerable ;  that  the  event  of  battics  was  in 
the  hand  of  Mahomet;  and  that  he  would  do  well  to  say  his 
prayers  with  great  earnestness  and  solemnity,  and  then  to 
propose  a  single  combat  with  Bevis.  Inor,  who  was  not  at 
all  deficient  in  corn-age,  took  the  advice,  and,  leading  an  army 
into  Ermony,  thus  addressed  his  adversary: 
"  Bevis,  thou  shalt  understonde 

Why  we  come  into  this  londe. 

First,  thou  ravished  my  wife, 

And  sithen  reft  my  men  their  life. 

Therefore  have  I  taken  counsayl 

Between  us  two  to  hold  batayl. 

And  if  thou  slay  me,  by  Termagaunt, 

I  give  thee  the  londe  of  Moimbraunt; 

And  if  I  slay  thee,  nat  forthy,' 

I  will  thou  graunt  me  Ermony." 

These  conditions  were  joyfully  accepted ;  and  the  two  com- 
batants rode,  in  the  sight  of  their  respective  armies,  towards 
a  small  island  encompassed  by  a  deep  and  rapid  river.     Inor 

I  The  construction  seems  to  be,  "  and  if  on  the  other  hand  I  slay  theei" 
perhaps  natforthy  is  neverthelem. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


278  EARLY  ENGLISH  KETRICiLL   BOXANCES. 

had  the  honour  of  diflputiBg  the  ^victory  much  longer  than 
could  have  been  expected,  but  sunk  at  last  under  the  bloiwia  of 
the  terrible  Morglay.  His  troops  were  cut  off  to  a  man  ; 
after  which  Bevis,  haidng  put  on  the  '^eonyBaance"  or  ooat- 
armour  of  his  adversary,  rapidly  marched  his  aimy  to  Moun- 
braunt,  and,  being  mistaken  by  the  ganison  for  their  soTe- 
reign,  was  admitted  without  hesitation.  Thus  was  he  invested 
widi  a  second  empire,  which  he  had  the  skill  or  good  fortune 
to  reclaim  from  Mahometanism  by  the  usual  methods;  enrich- 
ing all  early  proselytes  to  Christianity,  and  cutting  to  pieces 
without  mercy  those  who  persisted  in  their  errors. 

One  day,  whilst  Sir  Bevis  and  Josyan  were  taking  the 
pleasures  of  the  chase,  they  met  a  messenger  dispatched  to 
Saber  by  his  good  old  wife,  to  announce  that  Edgar,  king  of 
England,  had  deprived  their  son  Robert  of  all  his  estates,  for 
the  purpose  of  enriching  a  wicked  favourite.  Sir  Bryant  of 
ComwaU.  Bevis,  who  lutd  bestowed  these  estates  on  Saber, 
considered  such  an  act  as  a  personal  iosult,  and  determined  to 
accompany  his  Mend  to  England  at  the  head  of  a  formidable 
army.  They  landed  in  safety  at  Southampton,  and,  marching 
rapidly  towards  London,  encamped  at  Putney.  Here  Sir 
Bevis  left  his  troops,  together  witn  Josyan,  Saber,  Terry,  Guy, 
and  Mile,  and,  taking  with  him  only  twelve  knights,  repaired 
to  the  king,  whom  he  foimd  at  Westminster,  and,  fiJling  on 
his  knees,  humbly  requested  the  restoration  of  his  estates. 

Edgar,  always  inclined  to  peace,  would  have  been  glad  to 
consent;  but  his  steward.  Sir  Bryant,  observed  to  him  &at  Sir 
Bevis  was  a  traitor^  who  trained  up  his  horses  in  the  habit  of 
kicking  out  the  brains  of  princes,  and  that  he  was  still  an  out- 
law, whose  death  it  was  the  duty  of  all  good  subjects  to  procure 
by  every  possible  device.  The  king,  listening  to  this  secret 
enemy,  gave  no  answer,  and  Sir  Bevis,  with  his  attendants, 
took  up  their  lodgings  in  the  city  to  await  his  determination: 
but  scarcely  were  they  arrived  at  their  inn,  when  they  heard 
that  a  proclamation  lu^  been  issued,  enjoining  the  citizens  to 
shut  their  gates,  to  barricade  every  street,  and  to  seize  Sir 
Bevis  alive  or  dead.  The  knight  now  found  it  necessary  to 
provide  for  his  defence.  Having  armed  himself  and  his  fol- 
lowers, he  sallied  forth  in  hopes  of  forcing  his  way  out  of  the 
city  before  the  measures  of  security  should  be  complete;  but 
he  immediately  met  the  steward.  Sir  Bryant,  at  the  hesA  of 
two  hundred  soldiers — 
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A  stroke  he  set  upon  his  crown, 

Ihat  to  the  saddle  he  daye  him  down. 

So,  within  a  little  stoimd, 

All  two  hundred  he  slew  to  ground. 

Thorough  Qoose-lane  Bevis  went  tho; 

There  was  him  done  right  mickle  wo ! 

That  lane  was  so  narrow  y-wrought. 

That  Sir  Bevis  might  defend  him  nought. 

He  had  wunnen  into  his  honde 

Many  a  hatayle  in  sundry  londe; 

Bat  he  was  neyer  so  careful  man. 

For  siker  of  sooth,'  as  he  was  than. 

When  Bevis  saw  his  men  were  dead, 

For  sorrow  eouthe  he  no  rede !  ■ 

But  Morglay  his  sword  he  drew, 

And  many  he  felled,  and  many  he  slew. 

Many  a  man  he  slew  tho, 

And  out  he  went  with  miekle  wo! 

The  destruction  of  our  hero  appeared  iucTitable,  after  tiie 
disastrous  adyenture  of  Qoose-lane,  where  his  twelye  com- 
panions were  ingloriously  murdered:  but  to  Sir  Bevis,  when 
aoEDied  with  Morglay  and  mounted  on  Arundel,  nothing  was 
wanting  but  a  ^eatre  sufficiently  spacious  for  the  display  of 
his  \ailour;  and  this  he  found  in  the  Cixap,  or  market-place. 
He  was  beset  by  innumerable  crowds :  but  Aiimdel,  indignant 
at  the  insolence  of  the  plebeian  assailants,  by  kicking  on  one 
side  and  biting  on  another,  dispersed  them  in  all  directions  to 
a  distance  of  forty  feet,  while  his  master  cut  off  the  heads  of 
all  such  as  were  driven,  by  the  pressure  of  those  behind, 
within  reach  of  the  terrible  Morglay. 

In  the  mean  time  the  news  of  the  knight's  distress  was 
spread  from  mouth  to  mouth,  and  it  was  reported  to  Josyan 
that  he  was  actually  dead.  After  swooning  with  terror,  she 
related  the  circumstance  to  her  sons,  and,  blinded  by  fear, 
proposed  an  immediate  retreat.  But  they  answered  that  they 
were  resolved  to  seek  their  fitther  alive  or  dead,  and,  hastily 
zeqoesting  her  benediction,  collected  four  thousand  knights, 
and  departed  at  ftdl  speed  from  Putney. 

>  For  certain  truth.  *  Coold  think  of  no  connaeL 
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Sir  Guy  bestrode  a  Babyte,^ 
That  was  mickle,  and  nought  light,* 
That  Sir  Beyis  in  Paynim  londe 
Hadde  i-wunnen  with  his  honde. 
A  sword  he  took  of  mickle  might. 
That  was  y-cleped  Aroundight, 
It  was  Launcelot*8  du  Lake, 
Therwith  he  slew  the  fire-drake.* 
The  pomel  was  of  charbocle*  stone; 
(A  better  sword  was  never  none, 
The  Romauns  tellyth  as  I  you  say, 
Ne  none  shall  till  Doomesday.) 
And  Sir  Mylys  there  bestrid 
A  dromounday/  and  forth  he  rid. 
That  horse  was  swift  as  any  swallow. 
No  man  might  that  horse  begallowe.* 

They  crossed  the  river  without  opposition  under  cover  of 
the  night,  and,  having  set  fire  to  Ludgate,  which  vras  dosed 
against  them,  forced  tJ^eir  way  into  the  city,  and  proceeded  in 
search  of  Sir  Bevis.  They  found  him  untoudied  by  any 
wound,  but  quite  exhausted  by  the  fatigue  of  a  battle,  whi<i 
had  now  lasted  during  great  part  of  the  day  and  the  whole  of 
die  night.  Arundel  too  stood  motionless,  bathed  to  his  fet- 
locks in  blood,  and  surrounded  by  dead  bodies.  The  day  had 
just  dawned,  and  a  burgher  of  some  note,  well  aimed  and 
mounted,  made  a  blow  at  Sir  Bevis,  under  which  the  hero 
drooped  to  his  saddle-bows ;  but  at  the  same  instant  Sir  Guy 
rushed  forward : 

To  that  burgess  a  stroke  he  sent. 
Thorough  helm  and  hauberk  down  it  went ; 
Both  man  and  horse,  in  that  stound. 
He  cleaved  do^^Ti  to  the  ground ! 
His  swordys  point  to  the  earth  went. 
That  fire  sprang  out  of  the  pavement. 

The  fatigued  and  disheartened  Sir  Bevis  immediately  re- 
covered new  life  at  the  sight  of  his  son's  valoiur;  Arundel  too 
resumed  his  wonted  vivacity;  and  when  Sir  Mile,  who  rivalled 

»  An  Arabian  hone.  *  Weak.  ■  Fiery  dragon. 

*  Carbuncle.  ^  A  war-horse.  *  Out-gallop. 
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his  brother  in  gaUnntry,  came  up  with  the  i-est  of  the  rein- 
forcement, the  discomfiture  of  the  assailants  was  soon  decided. 

The  blood  feU  on  that  payement 

Bight  down  to  the  Temple-bar  it  went, 

As  it  is  said  in  French.Tomaunce, 

Both  in  Yngelondc  and  in  Fraunce. 

So  many  men  at  once  were  never  seen  dead. 

For  the  water  of  Thames  for  blood  wax  red ; 

Fro  St.  Mary  Bowe  to  London  Stone', 

That  ilke  time  was  housing  none. 

In  short,  sixty  thousand  men  were  slain  in  this  battle;  alter 
which  Sir  Bevis  and  his  sons  returned,  crowned  with  victory, 
to  their  camp  at  Putney. 

King  £d^,  alarmed  by  this  dreadful  slaughter,  of  which 
Sir  Bryant  had  been  the  sole  author,  and  wa^  fortunately  the 
first  victim,  convened  his  council,  represented  to  them  his 
own  wish  for  peace,  and  suggested,  as  the  most  effectual 
means  of  obtaining  it,  the  offer  of  his  only  daughter  and 
heiress  to  Mile,  son  of  Bevis.  The  barons  acceding  to  this 
proposal,  the  marriage  took  place ;  and  Sir  Mile,  in  right  of 
his  wife,  was  crowned  king  of  England.  Bevis,  with  Josyan 
and  his  other  son,  repaired  to  Ermony,  where  Sir  Guy  resumed 
the  reins  of  government,  and  then  continued  his  journey  to 
Monnbraunt,  of  which  he  had  reserved  the  sovereignty  to 
himself.  Here  the  amiable  Josyan  was  seized  with  a  mortal 
disease,  and  expired  in  the  arms  of  her  husband :  at  the  same 
moment  he  received  information  that  his  faithful  Arundel  had 
died  suddenly  in  the  stable;  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  hero 
himself  breathed  his  last  on  the  lips  of  his  deceased  wife. 
Their  remains  were  interred  under  the  high  altar  of  a  church 
erected  by  their  subjects  in  honour  of  their  memory,  and 
dedicated  to  St  Laurence,  where  they  continue  to  work  fre- 
quent miracles. 

God  on  their  souls  have  now  pity. 

And  on  Arundel  his  good  steed, 

Giff  men  for  horse  shoulden  sing  or  read! 

Thus  endeth  Sir  Bevis  of  Hamptoun, 

That  was  so  noble  a  baroim. 

1  London  Stone  is  still  preseived,  and  is  probably  the  most  ancient  reUc 
of  that  andent  dty. 
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INTRODUCTION  TO  RICHARD  CCEUR  BE  LION. 

This  romance,  accordmg  to  Mr.  Warton,  has  been  thiioe 
printed;  first  in  &to,  by  W.  de  Worde,  in  1509;  again  by 
the  same,  in  4to,  1528 ;  and  a  third  time,  without  date,  1^ 
W.  C.  Ritson  doubted  the  existence  of  any  other  edition 
than  that  ef  1528,  of  which  there  is  a  copy  in  the  Bodleian 
Library,  4to,  C.  39.  Art.  Seld. 

Of  the  MS.  copies  now  known  to  exist,  the  most  ancient  is 
a  fragment  in  the  Audiinkck  MS.  in  the  AdvoGa;te8'  lifaniy 
at  Edinburgh :  this,  however,  oontaiBS  only  two  leafves;  a 
second  fragment  is  amongst  the  Harieian  MSS.  No.  4690; 
and  a  third,  which  belongwl  to  the  late  Dr.  Fanner,  is  new  in 
Douce's  collection  at  Oxford,  No.  228.  The  most  perfect 
oopyextantisin  the  library  of  Gaius  College,  OiBLmbiidge;  but 
even  in  this  several  leaves  are  wanting. 

The  following  abstract  is  principafly  taken  from  the  Cum 
ColL  MS.,^  the  omissions  of  which  were  supplied  in  one  pbee 
from  Douce's  MS.,  and  in  all  the  others  from  the  pnnted 
copy;  which,  upon  cdilation,  was  found  to  differ  from  it  <niy 
by  the  occasional  substitution  of  a  mc»re  modem  phraseology, 
where  that  of  the  MS.  was  probably  considered  by  the  printer 
as  too  antiquated  to  be  intelligible. 

The  English  version  of  this  romance  (for  it  is  profossedly  a 
translation),  if  merely  conndered  as  a  poem,  possesses  eonsi- 
derable  merit.  The  verse,  it  is  true,  is  genmlly  rough  and 
inharmonious;  but  the  expression  is  oft^  forcible,  and  un- 
usually fr'ce  from  the  drawling  expletives  which  so  fr^quentfy 
annoy  the  reader  in  the  compositions  of  the  minstreb.  As 
recording  many  particular  of  the  dress,  food,  and  manners  of 
our  ancestors,  it  possesses  rather  more  dseims  on  our  curiosity 
than  other  romances  of  the  same  period,  because  it  was  eom- 
piled  within  a  very  few  years  of  the  events  which  it  professes 
to  describe:  indeed,  there  are  strong  reasons  for  belierisg 
that  the  first  French  original,  and  even  the  earliest  EngM 
version,  contained  an  authentic  hist(»ry  of  Bichard's  reign, 
compiled  from  contemp(»Ary  documents,  although  that  history 
was  afterward  enlarged  and  disfigured  by  numerous  and  moBt 
absurd  interpolations. 

^  Printed  in  Weber's  Metrical  Romances,  1810. 
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Bobort  of  Gloiieester,  and  Bobert  de  Bnmne,  frequently 
refer  their  readers  to  the  romamce  of  Bicfaaid  for  a  Yorietj  of 
cncuiDstanoes  which  could  not  properly  find  a  place  in  a  mere 
bistoricai  abridgment :  it  is  th^efore  certain  that  such  a  woric, 
probably  eompolBed  by  some  of  the  French  poets  who  attended 
the  monarch  in  his  expedition  to  Acxes,  was  known  to  these 
historians,  and  oouBidered  by  them  as  a  document  of  imques- 
tionaUe  authority.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  quite  impossible 
that  the  many  absurd  fables  introduced  into  the  following 
narratiTe  should  haye  found  credit  with  two  sober  and  accu- 
rate historians,  one  of  whom  wrote  before  the  dose  of  the 
thirteenth  century.  We  must  ^erefore  suppose  that  the 
-work  in  question,  thou^  written  on  a  most  popular  subject, 
has  by  some  accident  been  totally  lost;  or  that,  in  passing 
from,  hand  to  hand,  it  has  gradually  reoeiyed  the  strange  and 
unnatural  amaments  by  which  we  now  see  it  encumbeied. 

Hie  latter  si^position  is  confirmed  by  the  following  strong 
eyidenoe: — The  Auchinleck  MS.  was  unquestionably  tran- 
scribed in  the  minority  of  Edward  III.,  and  is  probably  earlier, 
by  at  least  a  century,  than  any  other  copy  of  Richard  CcBur 
de  lion.  It  consists,  indeed,  of  no  more  than  two  leayes; 
yet  the  first  of  these  contaios,  together  with  the  prologue,  the 
eonmiencement  of  Richard's  reign,  which  it  relates  in  perfect 
oonformity  to  our  regular  historians,  totally  omitting  all  the 
nonsense  about  Uemy  II.  and  his  Pagan  wife,  and  Richard's 
amours  in  Qermany,  and  his  battle  with  the  lion,  &c.  &c.  At 
the  same  time,  if  we  compare  that  fragment  with  the  corres- 
pondent passages  in  the  more  modem  copies,  we  find  them  to 
agree  line  for  une.  It  seems,  therefore,  that  the  poem  in  the 
Auchinleck  MS.  was  translated  frt>m  some  early  fVench  copy, 
before  the  introduction  of  those  fictions  which  haye  giyen  an 
air  of  &ble  to  the  whole  narratiye. 

If  we  possessed  the  French  original,  we  should  probably  bo 
aUe,  by  an  examination  of  the  style,  to  ascertain  pretty  nearly 
the  date  of  the  fiibulous  additions.  That  they  were  introduced 
by  some  Norman  minstrel  into  the  French  copy  is  nearly  cer- 
tain, because  such  liberties  were  habitual  to  them  all ;  whereas 
there  is  perhaps  no  one  instance  in  which  our  early  transla- 
tors haye  yentured  to  alter  any  material  circumstances  in  the 
story  which  they  undertook  to  giye  in  English.  Besides, 
from  tho  frequent  mention  of  the  Templars  in  the  romance,  it 
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appears  to  have  been  written  when  that  order  were  at  the 
height  of  their  splendour.  Now  they  were  suppressed  at  the 
Tery  commencement  of  the  reign  of  Edward  II.,  and  probably' 
before  the  first  English  translation  was  completed.  It  may 
therefore  be  assumed  that  such  an  event,  which  occupied  the 
attention  and  interested  the  passions  of  all  Europe,  would  not 
have  passed  without  some  notice  or  comment,  had  not  the 
translator  felt  it  his  duty  to  give  an  exact  and  faithful  copy 
of  his  original. 

From  the  internal  evidence  of  the  fictions  themselves,  the 
reign  of  Edward  I.  seems  the  most  likely  period  which  can  be 
assigned  for  their  invention.  During  the  life  of  King  John 
the  remembrance  of  his  heroic  brother  was  probably  too  firesh 
to  permit  any  material  alteration  of  the  real  story ;  but  se- 
venty years  of  misery  and  of  civil  dissension,  which  elapsed 
before  the  death  of  Henry  III.,  are  likely  to  have  diminished 
the  recollection  so  far  as  to  encourage  the  minstrels  in  making 
any  changes  in  the  poem  which  might  render  it  more  asto- 
nishing and  more  agreeable  to  their  hearers,  or  which  might 
afford  them  an  opportunity  of  indirectly  fiattering  the 
reigning  prince,  whose  character  did  iu  fiict  bear  some  resem- 
bhmce  to  that  of  his  lion-hearted  ancestor. 

Richard,  we  know,  never  visited  the  Holy  Land  till  he 
appeared  there  at  the  head  of  a  most  formidable  army ;  bat 
Edward,  having  taken  the  cross  before  hLs  accession,  fought 
there  as  an  adventurous  knight,  and,  though  almost  without 
troops,  greatly  signalized  himself  by  his  personal  valour 
against  the  infidels.  Richard  had  no  leisure  for  tournaments, 
but  Edward  had  an  opportunity  of  gaining  all  the  laurels  of 
chivalry  in  the  famous  lists  of  Chalons.  Possibly  these  coin- 
cidences  may  account  for  the  perversion  of  some  parts  of  the 
stoiy :  but  it  must  be  owned  that  the  strange  feble  of  the  fiur 
Cassodorien  is  equally  inapplicable  to  Edward  and  to  Rich- 
ard; unless  we  suppose  that  the  author,  being  embarrassed  by 
the  positive  assertion  of  the  Scots,  ^'that  the  kings  of  EngUui^ 
are  descended  from  the  devil  on  the  mother's  side,"  hoped  to 
gratify  Edward  by  this  ingenious  compromise. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  the  most  curious  incident  in  t^s  fiible  is 
certainly  anterior  to  the  reign  of  Richard  I.,  because  it  is 
preserved  in  the  "  Otia  Imperialia"  of  Gervase  of  Tilbury, 
whence  it  is  quoted  by  Sir  W.  Scott,  (Minst.  of  Scot  Border, 
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Tol.  ii.  p.  184,  note).  It  is  there  said  that  "the  lord  of  a 
certain  castle  called  Espervel,  having  observed  that  his  wife, 
for  several  years,  always  left  the  chapel  before  mass  was 
concluded,  once  ordered  his  guard  to  detain  her  by  force. 
The  consequence  was,  that,  unable  to  support  the  elevation  of 
the  host,  she  retreated  through  the  air,  carrying  with  her  one 
side  of  the  chapel."  The  passage  is  in  the  edition  of  the  Bruns- 
wick Historians  published  by  Leibnitz.  Hanov.  1 707.  torn.  i. 
P-  ^78. 

Fordun,  after  dwelling  on  the  atrocious  profligacy  of  King 
John,  applies  the  same  story  to  one  of  that  prince's  female 
ancestors.  He  says,  "A  certain  countess  of  Anjou,  from 
whom  was  descended  Geoffi^y  Plantagcnet,  was  married 
solely  on  account  of  her  uncommon  beauty.  She  seldom 
went  to  church,  and  even  then  avoided  staying  for  the  cele- 
bration of  the  holy  mysteries.  This  being  observed  by  the 
count  her  husband,  he  one  day  caused  her  to  be  held  by  four 
of  his  guards;  but  she,  abandoning  the  mantle  by  which  they 
tried  to  detain  her,  as  well  as  four  of  her  children,  two  of 
whom  she  had  covered  on  each  side  with  her  cloak,  suddenly 
flew  through  the  window  of  the  church,  before  the  whole  con- 
gregation,  and  was  never  more  seen.  Richard  /.,  brother  of 
John,  used  frequently  to  relate  this  anecdote;  in  explanation  of 
the  perverseness  if  disposition  inherent  in  himself  and  aU  his 
brothers" — Scotichron.  curi  Goodall,  tom.  2.  p.  9. 

The  certain  countess  Anfou  mentioned  by  Fordun  was,  pro- 
bably, the  celebrated  Berti*ade  de  Montfort,  whose  uncommon 
beauty  recommended  her  to  Fulk,  sumamed  Rechin,  earl  of 
Anjou,  and  who,  for  the  same  reason,  was  again  carried  off  and 
married  by  Philip  I.,  king  of  France.  Philip  being  excommuni- 
cated on  her  account,  she  returned  to  Anjou  to  her  former  hus- 
band, and  caused  his  son  by  a  former  wife  to  be  murdered ;  but 
being  again  received  by  Philip,  over  whom  her  charms  had 
procured  her  a  most  absolute  sway,  she  continued  to  fill  the 
throne  of  France  till  near  the  time  of  her  death.  It  would 
not  be  surprising  if  a  woman  so  envied  for  her  power,  so 
odious  firom  her  vices,  so  long  the  object  of  papal  excommuni- 
cation, had  been  made  the  heroine  of  many  such  tales  as  this 
of  Crervase  and  Fordun.  She  had,  by  her  husband  Fulk  of 
Anjou,  a  son  of  the  same  name;  and  this  son  married  Sibilla, 
only  daughter  and  heiress  of  the  Comte  du  Maine,  and  had 
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iBsae  fonr  Boxm;  one  of  whom  was  Geoffixn  le  Bel,  eari  of 
Anjou,  second  husband  of  the  Empress  Matilda,  and  firtiicr  of 
H/aary  II.  Fordun's  authority,  it  must  be  confessed,  is  not 
worth  much,  where  the  character  of  our  Nonnan  prinoes  is 
concerned;  and  it  is  not  very  probable  that  Ridiazd  used  to 
relate  the  anecdote  attributed  to  him.  That  impetnonty  of 
temper  which  led  him  into  rebellion  against  his  &th^,  would 
rather  induce  him  to  glory  in  the  crime,  than  to  exeme  it  on 
the  score  of  an  hereditary  disposition  derived  fix)m  his  greai- 
great-grandmother. 

EIOHARD  0(EUR  DE  LION. 

LoBD,  King  of  Glory,  what  fimmrs  didst  thou  bestow  on  Kng 
Bichard!  How  edifying  is  it  to  read  the  histoiy  of  his  con- 
quests! Many  acts  of  chivalry  are  familiariy  known;  the 
deeds  of  Charlemagne  and  Toipin,  and  of  their  knights  Ogier 
le  Danois,  Roland,  and  Oliver;  those  of  Alexander;  those  of 
Arthur  and  Ghiwain ;  and  even  the  ancient  wars  of  IVoy  and 
the  exploits  of  Hector  and  Achilles,  are  already  current  ia 
rhyme.  But  the  glory  of  Bichard  and  of  the  peerless  knigfato 
of  England,  his  companions,  is  at  present  exhibited  only  in 
French  books,  which  not  more  than  one  in  a  hundred  of  un- 
learned men  can  understand.  This  story,  lordings,  I  propose 
to  tell  you;  and  may  the  blessing  of  God  be  on  those  who  wfll 
listen  to  me  with  attention! 

The  fiither  of  Richard  was  King  Henry;  in  whose  reign,  as 
I  find  in  my  original.  Saint  Thomas  was  slain  at  the  altar  of 
the  cathedral  of  Canterbury,  where  miracles  are  wrought  to 
this  day.  King  Henry,  when  twenty  years  of  age,  was  a 
prince  of  great  valour;  but  having  a  dislike  to  matximoBy, 
could  not  be  induced  to  take  a  wife  on  acooimt  of  her  weahh 
or  power;  and  only  acceded  to  the  entreaties  of  his  barons,  oa 
the  condition  of  their  providing  for  his  consort  the  most  beaa- 
tifhl  woman  in  the  umverse. 

Ambassadors  were  immediately  dispatched  in  every  direc- 
tion to  search  for  this  paragon.  One  party  of  them  iras 
carried,  by  a  Mr  wind,  into  the  midst  of  the  ooean^  whefe 
they  were  suddenly  arrested  by  a  calm  which  threatened  to 
prevent  the  further  prosecution  of  their  voyage.  Fortnnat^* 
the  breeie  had  already  brought  them  neaiiy  in  contact  wiUi 
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another  vessel,  whioh  bj  its  mtonfriring  nn^iiiificence  en- 
grossed  their  whole  attention.  £Teiy  nail  seemed  to  be 
headed  witibi  gold;  the  deck  was  painted  with  azure-  and  in- 
laid with  ivory;  the  rudder  appeared  to  be  of  pure  gold;  the 
mast  was  of  ivory;  the  sails  of  sadn;  the  ropes  of  silk;  an 
awning  of  cloth  of  gold  was  spread  abeve  the  deck ;  and  under 
this  awning  were  assembled  divers  knights  and  ladies  most 
superbly  dressed,  appearing  to  fmm  the  court  of  a  princess 
whose  beauty  was  *'  bright  as  the  sun  through  the  glass." 
Our  ambassadors  were  hailed  by  this  splendid  company,  and 
questioned  about  the  object  of  their  voyage:  which  being 
explained,  they  were  conducted  on  board,  and  received  with 
proper  ceremony  by  tibie  stranger  king,  who  rose  from  his 
dmr,  composed  of  a  single  carbuncle  stone,  to  salute  them. 
TVestles  were  immediately  set;  a  table  covered  with  a  silken 
ckth  was  laid:  a  rich  repast,  ushered  in  by  the  sound  of 
trumpets  and  shalms,  was  served  up;  and  the  English 
knigbtft  had  full  leisure  during  dinner  to  contemplate  the 
diaima  of  the  incomparable  pzinoess,  who  was  seated  near  her 
lather.  The  king  then  inlbnned  them  that  he  had  been  in- 
stnictod  by  a  vision  to  set  sail  for  England  with  his  daughter; 
and  the  ambassadcMrs,  ddighted  at  finding  the  success  of  their 
seaxoh  oonfirmed  with  tins  pretematuial  authority,  proposed 
to  aoeonapany  him  without  loss  of  time  to  th^  master.  A 
narth'-easterly  wind  springing  up  at  the  moment,  they  set  sul, 
eatered  the  Thames,  and  soon  cast  andior  off  the  Tower; 
ifbgre  JKing  Henry  happened  to  be  lodged,  and  was  informed 
hy  his  ambassadors  of  their  safe  arrival. 

Henry  made  immediate  preparations  for  the  reception  of 
the  royal  visitors.  Attended  by  his  whole  court,  he  went  to 
meet  and  welcome  them  at  the  water^cdde;  from  whence  the 
nhole  company,  preceded  by  bands  of  miniBtrels,  marched  in 
pioceasifln  to  ihe  royal  palace  at  Westminster,  the  streete 
tfarong^  which  they  passed  being  hung  with  doth  of  gold. 
A  magnificent  entertainment  was  pronded;  after  which  Henry 
Ymrksg  thnr  fulfilled  the  duties  of  hospitality  addressed  the 
stnoaper  Jehms: 

''  Lief  Sire,  what  is  thy  name?" 

<«  My  name,"  he  said,  "  is  Corbacing; 

OfAntioehlamking." 

And  told  him,  in  his  re80un\ 
^  Speech,  oraistm,  Fr. 
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He  came  tliither  tihoTough  a  vision. 
''  For  sothe.  Sire,  I  telle  luee, 

I  had  else  brought  more  me3rme ; 

Many  mo,  withouten  fiul, 

And  mo  ship^ies  with  vitail." 

Then  asked  he  that  lady  bright, 
"  What  hightest  thou,  my  sweet  wight?" 
^'  Cassodorien,  withouten  leasing/' 

Thus  answered  she  the  king. 
'*  Damsel,"  he  said,  "  bright  and  sheen. 

Wilt  thou  dwell  and  be  my  queen?" 

She  answered,  with  words  still, 
"  Sire,  I  am  at  my  father's  will." 
After  this  courtship  the  king  of  Antioch,  who  was  no  frigid 
to  unnecessary  delays,  proposed  that  they  should  be  betrothed 
on  that  night;  and  that  the  nuptials,  which  he  wished  to  be 
private,  should  be  celebrated  on  the  following  morning. 

These  conditions  were  readily  accepted,  and  the  &ir  Gasao- 
dorien  received  the  nuptial  benediction;  but  the  oeremony 
was  attended  with  an  untoward  accident.  At  the  elevaticm  of 
the  host,  the  young  queen  fiednted  away;  and  her  swoon 
continued  so  long  that  it  became  necessanr  to  carry  her  out 
of  church  into  an  adjoining  chamber.  The  spectatofrs  were 
much  alarmed  at  this  unlucky  omen ;  and  she  was  herself  so 
disturbed  by  it,  that  she  made  a  vow  never  more  to  assist  at 
any  of  the  sacraments:  but  it  does  not  seem  to  have  much 
interrupted  the  happiness  of  the  royal  couple,  because  tbe 
queen  became*  successively  the  mother  of  three  children; 
Bichard,  John,  and  a  daughter  named  Topyas. 

During  fifteen  vears,  Cassodorien  was  permitted  to  perse- 
vere in  her  resolution  without  any  remonstrance  from  Kins 
Henry;  but  unluckily,  after  this  period,  one  of  his  principoi 
barons  remarked  to  lum  that  her  conduct  gave  general  scandal, 
and  requested  his  permission  to  detain  her  in  diurdi  from  tlie 
commencement  of  the  mass  till  its  tennination.  Henry  eon- 
sented;  and  when  the  queen,  on  hearing  the  bell  which 
announced  the  celebration  of  the  sacrament,  prepared  to  leave 
the  church,  the  baron  opposed  her  departure,  and  attnnpfeed 
to  detain  her  by  force.  The  event  of  the  experiiniiit  m 
rather  extraordinary.  Cassodorien,  seizing  her  dauyjfer  wiAi 
one  hand,  and  Pzinoe  John  with  the  other. 
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Out  of  the  roof  she  gan  her  dight* 
Openly,  before  all  their  sight! 
John  fell  from  the  air,  in  that  stound. 
And  brake  his  thigh  on  the  ground; 
And  with  her  daughter  she  fled  away. 
That  never  after  ^e  was  y-seyes. 

Henry  repented,  when  it  was  too  late,  of  his  deference  to  the 
advice  of  his  courtiers.  Inconsolable  for  the  loss  of  the 
beautiful  Cassodorien,  he  languished  for  a  short  time,  and  then 
died,  leaving  his  dominions  to  his  eldest  son  Richard,  who 
was  now  in  his  fifteenth  year,  and  was  already  distinguished 
hy  his  premature  excellence  in  all  the  exercises  of  diivahy. 

In  llie  first  year  of  his  reign  the  young  king  caused  a 
Bolenm  tournament  to  be  proclaimed  at  Salisbury,  for  the 
pforpose  of  ascertaining,  by  experiment,  the  stoutest  knights 
m  lus  dominions.  WiSi  this  view  he  prepared  tiiree  several 
di^uises,  in  which  he  meant  to  appear  as  a  knight  adventurous^ 
and  to  challenge  all  comers.  His  first  suit  of  armour  was 
black;  his  horse  was  of  the  same  colour;  and  the  only  device 
by  which  he  could  be  distinguished  was  a  raven  on  tiie  crest 
of  his  helmet,  which  had  its  beak  open,  as  if  panting  from 
&tigue,  and  had  a  beU  suspended  from  its  neck.  The  bird,  it 
seems,  was  an  emblem  of  patience  under  labour  and  pain;  and 
the  ben  signified  the  Christian  church,  the  protection  of  which 
10  the  principal  aim  of  chivalry.  Thus  accoutered,  he  issued 
from  a  neighbouring  wood,  entered  the  lists,  and  proclaimed 
a  general  challenge.  The  invitation  was  not  tempting, 
because  the  enormous  size  of  his  spear,  which  was  fourteen 
feet  long,  and  one-and-twenty  inches  round,  intimated  no 
common  strei^^  in  the  arm  by  which  it  was  wielded.  Ac- 
cordingly, the  first  knight  who  ventured  to  encounter  it  was 
instand^  overset,  together  with  his  horse;  a  second  was  borne 
down  with  such  vioknce,  that  horse  and  man  were  killed  by 
the  fidl;  and  a  third  was  punished  for  his  temerity  by  a 
dislocated  shoulder  and  various  other  bruises.  No  oUier 
duanpion  thought  fit  to  accept  the  defiance;  and  the  black 
knight,  having  waited  for  some  time  to  no  purpose,  set  spiurs 
to  Us  horse,  plunged  into  the  forest,  and  disappeared.  He 
now  mounted  abay  herse;  assumed  a  suit  of  armour  of  painted 

^  Blade  lesdy  to  go.  '  Seen. 
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red ;  and  a  helmet,  the  crest  of  wfaieh  was  a  red  hound  with  a 
long  tail  which  reached  to  the  earth;  an  emblem  intended  to 
convey  his  indignation  against  the  heathen  hoimds  who  defiled 
the  Holy  Land,  and  his  determination  to  attempt  their  des- 
truction. Having  sufficiently  signalised  himself  in  this  new 
disguise,  he  rode  into  the  ranks  for  the  purpose  of  selecting 
a  more  formidable  adversary ;  and,  delivering  his  spear  to  lu» 
squire,  took  his  mace,  and  assaulted  Sir  Thomas  de  Multon, 
a  knight  whose  prowess  was  deservedly  held  in  the  hi^iest 
estimation.  Sir  Thomas,  apparently  not  at  all  disconcerted 
by  a  blow  which  would  have  feUed  a  common  adversaiy, 
calmly  advised  him  to  go  and  amuse  himself  elsewhere; 
but  Kichard,  having  aimed  at  him  a  second  and  more 
violent  stroke,  by  which  his  helmet  was  nearly  crushed,  he 
returned  it  with  such  vigour  that  the  king  lost  his  sturups, 
and,  recovering  himself  with  some  difficulty,  rode  off  with  all 
speed  into  the  forest  Here,  after  refreshing  himself  with  a 
laige  draught  of  water,  he  assumed  lus  third  disppiise,  wlndi 
was  a  sidt  of  white  armour,  with  a  red  cross  pamted  on  his 
right  shoulder.  His  crest  was  a  white  dove,  an  emblem  of 
the  holy  ghost,  and  he  was  mounted  on  a  snow  white  charger. 
Not  findmg  an^  knight  disposed  to  just  with  him,  he  me 
round  the  ring  m  seiuxjh  of  a  worthy  antagonist ;  and,  espying 
Sir  Fulk  Doyley,  instantly  attacked  him  with  all  hiis  miglit 
But  Sir  Fulk  was  no  less  phlegmatic  than  Sir  Thomas.  The 
stroke  of  Richard*s  mace,  though  it  struck  fire  fimm  his 
helmet,  seemed  to  make  no  impression  on  the  head  contained 
in  it,  and  the  stout  knight  oontented  himself  with  remon- 
strating against  a  repetition  of  the  attack.  But  a  second  blow, 
stLQ  more  vigorous  than  the  former,  having  awakened  him 
from  his  lethargy,  he  exerted  aU  his  strength,  and  struck  the 
king  with  suoh  violence  that  he  lost  not  only  his  stirrups  bat 
the  saddle  also,  and,  being  unable  to  suide  his  horsey  was 
borne  away  by  him,  almost  senseless,  to  ue  palace. 

The  tournament  being  concluded,  he  summoned  the  twQ 
knights  whose  powers  he  had  so  feelingly  witnessed,  and 
interrogated  them  respecting  the  merits  of  the  several  ooou 
batants.  Both  agreed  in  assigning  the  honour  of  the  day  ta 
three  unknown  knights  in  black,  red,  and  white  azmaoi, 
though  each  complained  of  his  respective  adversary  for  las 
unprovoked  attacK,  and  for  his  subsequent  retreat^    which 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BTCHABB   C(ET7B  DE   LIOIT.  291 

dcprired  them  of  the  Tictory  Ihey  had  hoped  to  acquire. 
Sir  Fulk,  unable  to  reconcile  the  strength  and  apparent 
bravery  of  the  white  kni^t  with  sndb  strange  conduct,  firmly 
beiieved  him  to  be  some  preternatural  personage : 
"  Y-wis*,  Sire  King,"  quoth  Sir  Fouk, 
**  I  wene  that  knight  was  a  pouk'/' 
Bidiard,  with  a  smile,  explained  to  them  the  apparent 
mystery.  He  informed  Ihem  that  it  was  his  wish  to  visit  the 
Holy  Land  in  the  habit  of  a  pilgrim,  for  the  double  purpose 
of  aatiafying  his  deyotion,  and  of  reconnoitring  the  military 
positions  in  that  country ;  and  that,  having  selected  them,  as 
the  intended  companions  of  his  expedition,  he  had  previously 
wished  to  ascertain,  by  his  own  experience,  whether  they 
were  fit  for  such  an  surduous  enterprise.  He  then  proposed 
that  they  should  all  three  take  the  oath  of  secresy  and  of 
inviolable  attachment  to  each  other;  and  the  two  knights 
having  joyfully  entered  into  his  views,  and  contracted  the 
sacred  oigagement  by  which  they  all  became  brothers  in  arms, 
they  embraced  each  other,  and  parted,  after  a  short  repast, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  the  neoessary  preparations  for  the 
journey. 

At  uie  end  of  twenty  days  they  set  sail,  accoutred 
With  pike,  and  with  sclavyn, 
As  pahners  were  in  Paynim, — 
and  landed  in  Flanders;  from  whence  they  proceeded  b^  land 
till  they  arrived  at  Branndys,  where  they  again  took  shipping 
for  Cyprus. 

At  Famagos  they  came  to  land; 
There  they  dwells  forty  dawes, 
For  to  learn  land's  laws. 
And  sith  did  them  on  the  sea, 
Towards  Acres,  that  cite. 
'    And  so  forth,  to  Massedoyne, 
And  to  the  cite  of  Babyloyne, 
And  firo  thence  to  Oesue; 
Of  Niniv6  they  were  ware. 
And  the  cit^  of  Jerusalem, 
And  of  the  cit6  of  Bedl^n, 
And  of  the  cite  of  Soudan  Tuixy, 
And  eke  also  of  Abedy. 
'  Cortamlj.  i  A  pack,  a  fairy. 

V  2 
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And  to  the  Castel  Orglyous, 
And  to  the  cite  Aperrous; 
To  Jaffe,  and  to  Saffrane, 
To  Tabaret  and  Archane. 
Thus  they  visited  the  Holy  Land. 
On  their  return  they  unfortunately  determined  to  pesB 
through  Qermany,  where  they  met  with  the  following  sinister 
adventure. 

A  goose  ^  they  dight  to  their  dinner 
In  a  tavern  where  they  were. 
King  Richard  the  fire  bet; 
Thomas  to  the  spit  him  set; 
Fouk  Doyley  tempered  the  wood; 
Dear  abought  they  that  good! 
When  Ihey  had  drunken  well  afin, 
A  minstralle  com  therein. 
And  said,  "  Grentlemen,  wittily. 
Will  ye  have  any  minstrelsy?" 
Bichard  bade  that  she  should  go ; 
That  turned  him  to  mickle  woe ! 
The  minstralle  took  in  mind,' 
And  said,  "  Ye  are  men  unkind; 
And,  if  I  may,  ye  shall  for- think* 
Ye  gave  neither  meat  ne  drink. 
For  gentlemen  should  bede. 
To  minstrels  that  abouten  yede, 
Of  their  meat,  wine,  and  ale: 
For  los  *  rises  of  minstrale." 
She  was  English,  and  well  true, 
By  speech,  and  sight,  and  hide,  and  hue. 
Having  recognised  the  pretended  palmers,  she  hastened  to 
denounce  them  to  the  king  of  Almain,  who  immediately 
ordered  them  into  his  presence,  and,  accosting  King  Richard, 
** called  liim  taylardy  and  said  him  shame;*'  and  finally  ordered 

'  This  strange  story  is  alluded  to  by  Petnis  d'Kbulo,  a  writer  of  the 
twelfth  century,  in  his  historical  poem  *'  De  motibus  Siculis,  et  rebus  iata* 
Henricum  VI.  et  Tancredum  gestis."  It  was  edited  by  Samuel  Engclf 
from  a  MS.  in  the  library  of  Berne,  which  seems  to  have  been  presented 
to  the  emperor  Henry  Vl.  in  the  year  1196.  Engel,  in  a  note,  qooCei 
Otto  de  S.  Blasio  (a  continuator  of  the  Chronicle  of  Otho  Fris^ensii 
published  by  Urstitius)  for  the  same  story. 

*  Was  offended*  *  Repent.  ^  Reputation,  gloiy. 
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that  the  pilgnins  should  be  thrown  jito  a  dungeon,  for  haring 
entered  his  dominions  witibiout  leave  and  with  a  treasonable 
intention.  It  was  in  Tain  that  Richard  and  his  companions 
called  Heaven  to  witness  the  purity  of  their  conduct,  remon- 
strated against  the  tyranny  which  doomed  them  to  punish- 
ment, and  invoked  the  laws  universaUy  prevalent  in  Christian 
countries  for  the  protection  of  pilgnms  returning  from  the 
Holy  Land:  their  complaints  only  produced  fresh  orders  for 
their  more  strict  and  severe  confinement. 

The  king  of  Almain  had  a  son  named  Ardour,  much  dis- 
tinguished for  his  bodily  strength,  which  he  never  missed  an 
opportunity  of  displaying.  He  repaired  to  the  prison ;  ordered 
the  English  knights  to  be  brought  forth;  and,  accosting 
Bichard,  asked  if  he  would  consent  to  stand  a  buffet  from  his 
hand,  on  the  condition  of  being  allowed  to  return  it.  This 
strange  challenge  was  accepted;  and  the  blow  was  so  violent 
that  Richard  reeled  under  it,  but  recovered  himself;  and 
indignant  at  having  exhibited  a  proof  of  weakness,  which  he 
attributed  to  hunger  (for  he  had  been  debarred  from  food 
since  his  arrival  in  prison),  sternly  asked  leave  to  defer  his 
vengeance  till  the  morrow.  Ardour  generously  consented, 
and  took  his  leave,  after  ordering  a  liberal  supply  of  meat 
and  wine  for  his  hungry  antagonist.  The  English  monarch, 
having  dined  plentifullv,  passed  the  evening  in  waxing  his 
hand  before  the  fire,  and  retired  to  rest.  Ardour  was  true  to 
his  appointment,  and,  presenting  his  &ce  to  the  blow,  fiercely 
ezcliamed, 

*'  Smite,  Richard,  with  all  thy  might, 
As  thou  art  a  true  knight! 
And,  if  ever  I  stoop  or  held, 
I  hope  never  to  bear  shield.*' 

But  unfortunately  his  powers  of  endurance  were  not  equal 
to  his  courage;  his  cheek-bone  was  crushed  by  the  blow;  he 
sunk  to  the  ground,  and  instantly  expired. 

When  this  fatal  intelligence  was  conveyed  to  the  king  of 
Almain,  he  swooned  with  grief;  and  on  his  recovery  gave 
way  to  such  loud  and  clamorous  lamentation,  that  the 
queen  was  akrmed  by  the  outcry,  and  hastened  to  his 
presence  where  she  was  immediately  apprised  of  her  mis- 
«^ortune. 
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When  the  queen  it  imderstood. 
For  florrow,  certes,  she  waa  nigh  wood.^ 
She  gashed  heiaelf  in  the  visage. 
As  a  woman  that  would  he  rage : 
The  &ee  foamed  all  of  blood; 
She  rent  the  robe  that  she  in  stood; 
Wrung  her  hands  that  she  was  bom: 
**  In  what  manner  is  my  son  y4om?" 
The  king  said,  '*I  tell  thee; 
The  knight  here  stands,  he  told  it  me." 

The  sad  stoxy  was  now  circumstantially  repeated;  and  the 
long,  awakened  to  fresh  transports  of  fury,  gave  strict  orden 
that  the  prisoners  should  be  closely  fettered,  and  debazred 
from  all  food  till  the  day  of  trial,  when  he  hoped  that  the  life 
of  Richard  would  be  sacrificed  to  his  vengeance.  But  Pro- 
ridenoe  had  decreed  that  his  obstinate  injustice  should  eon- 
ttnue  to  involve  him  in  fresh  calamity. 

His  daughter  Margery,  a  princess  of  uncommon  beauty, 
happened  to  resemble  her  brodier  Ardour  in  decision  and  im^ 
petuosity  of  character.  Curious  to  behold  the  illustrious 
prisoner,  she  repaired,  with  three  of  her  maidens,  to  the  dnn- 
geon,  and  ordered  that  the  English  palmers  should  be  brought 
before  her.     The  jailor  obeyed  : 

Forth  he  fette'  lUchard  anon-right. 

Fair  he  grette*  that  lady  bright; 

And  said  to  her  with  heart  free, 
"  What  is  thy  will,  lady,  with  me?" 

When  she  saw  him  with  eyen  two. 

Her  love  she  cast  upon  him  tho; 

And  said,  "  Richard!  save  God  above. 

Of  all  tiling  most  I  thee  love!" 
"Alas!"  he  said  in  that  stound, 
"  With  wrong  am  I  brought  to  ground! 

What  might  my  love  do  to  thee } 

A  poor  prisoner,  as  thou  may  see; 

This  is  that  other  day  y-gone, 

That  meat  ne  drink  ne  had  I  none!" 

The  lady  had  of  him  pite. 

I  Mtd.  •  Fetched.  >  Graeted. 
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Her  pity  indeed  was  most  extensiTe.  Not  satisfied  with 
ordenng  ^t  the  three  victims  of  her  &ther*s  cruelty  should 
be  abusudantLj  supplied  with  all  necessaries,  she  enjoined  the 
jailor  to  bring  Richard  every  evening  to  her  cluimber  in 
the  disguise  of  a  squire.  The  compkusant  officer  ^EUthfully 
obeyed  her  instructions,  and  Richard  was  left  with  the  beau- 
tiful Margery,  to  meditate  on  the  singularity  of  his  destiny; 
wliich,  after  conducting  him  safely  through  all  the  perils  of 
the  Holy  Land,  had  consigned  him  to  a  dungeon  for  neglect- 
ing to  o£Ger  a  piece  of  roasted  goose  to  a  minstrel;  and  had 
now  transported  him  from  his  dungeon  into  the  arms  of  a 
princess,  to  whose  a£Eections  he  was  unconscious  of  having 
any  claim,  except  that  of  killing  her  brother  by  a  great  blow 
on  the  cheek-bone. 

As  the  secret  of  this  amour  had  only  been  confided  to  three 
maidens  and  a  jailor,  Margery  felt  no  apprehension  of  a  dis- 
covery; but  a  week  had  scarcely  elapsed  when  Richard,  on 
leaving  the  apartment  of  his  mistress,  was  recognised  by  a 
knight,  who  immediately  conveyed  the  intelligence  to  the 
king.  The  offended  monarch  now  sent  in  haste  for  his  great 
flonncii, 

Earls,  barons,  and  wise  clerks, 
To  teU  of  these  woeful  werks— « 
and  explaining  to  them  his  reasons  for  desiring  the  death  of 
Richard,  requesting  them,  if  possible,  to  set  aside  the  general 
law  of  Europe  by  which  the  persons  of  kings  were  declared  in- 
violable, and  to  order  the  immediate  punishment  of  the  traitor. 
The  council  took  the  matter  into  their  serious  consideration, 
debating  during  three  days,  and  concluded  by  declaring  them- 
selves incompetent  to  pass  judgment:  but  one  of  them  com- 
nlaisantly  recommended  to  the  king  a  certain  judge  named 
Sir  Eldrys,  whose  ingenuity  in  condemning  prisoners  was 
thought  to  be  unparalleled,  and  who  would  probably  surest 
to  his  majesty  the  means  of  vengeance. 

Sir  Eldrys,  recollecting  that  he  had  seen  in  the  royal 
menagerie  a  lion  of  prodigious  size  and  fierceness,  advised 
that  the  animal  ahoidd  be  kept  during  some  days  without 
food,  and  then  introduced  to  the  prisoner,  whom  he  would  be 
very  likely  to  devour;  so  that  his  majesty,  who  could  not  be 
suspected  of  a  secret  intelligence  with  the  lion,  would  obtain 
the  gratification  of  his  just  revenge,  without  having  infiinged 
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the  law,  by  passing  sentence  on  a  free  and  independent  sore- 
reign.  This  equitable  project  was  of  course  adopted  by  the 
king;  and  immediate  orders  were  issued  for  carrying  it  into 
execution. 

Margery,  who  had  her  spies  in  the  council,  being  apprised 
of  what  had  passed,  instanUy  sent  for  her  lover;  warned  him 
of  his  danger;  proposed  to  him  the  means  of  escape  from  her 
Other's  territories;  and  offered  to  accompany  him  in  hii 
flight, 

With  gold  and  silver,  and  great  tresore. 

Enough  to  have  for  evermore. 

Bichiud  said,  ^'  I  imderstand 

That  were  again  the  law  of  land. 

Away  to  wend  withouten  leave : 

The  king  ne  will  I  nought  so  grieve. 

Of  the  lion  ne  give  I  nought; 

Him  to  slay  now  have  I  mought. 

By  prime,*  on  the  third  day, 

I  give  thee  his  heart  to  prey." 

He  then  directed  her  to  repair  to  the  prison,  with  forty 
handkerchiefs  of  white  silk,  on  me  evening  before  the  combat; 
to  order  her  supper  in  his  cell;  to  invite  his  two  friends  and 
the  jailor  to  Ihe  entertainment,  and  afterwards  to  pass  the 
night  with  him :  and  the  princess,  without  staying  to  inquire 
how  &r  this  conduct  was  compatible  with  that  scrupulous 
regard  for  her  father's  peace  of  mind  by  which  Richard  pro- 
fessed to  be  actuated,  punctually  obeyed  aU  his  directions. 

In  the  morning,  the  tender  Margery,  ever  trembling  for  her 
lover's  safety,  and  always  fearless  for  her  own,  was  with  great 
difficulty  persuaded  to  tear  herself  from  the  prison:  but 
having  at  length  returned  to  her  apartment,  Richard  bound 
round  his  arm  the  silken  handkerchiefis,  and,  reconmiending 
himself  to  God,  calmly  awaited  the  arrival  of  the  lion. 

The  animal,  attended  by  two  keepers,  and  followed  by  tlie 
jailor,  was  then  led  in;  and,  as  soon  as  he  was  loosed,  sprang 
forwards  to  seize  his  prey.  Richard,  starting  aside,  evaded 
the  attack,  and  at  the  same  time  gave  the  monster  such  a 
blow  on  the  breast  with  his  fist  as  nearly  felled  him  to  the 
ground.     The  lion,  lashing  himself  with  his  tail,  and  extend- 

>  The  first  quarter  of  the  artificial  day. 
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ing  his  dreadful  paws,  now  uttered  a  most  hideous  roar,  and 
prepared  for  a  more  violent  assault;  but  the  hero,  seizing  his 
opportunity  when  the  monster's  jaws  were  extended,  suddenly 
darted  on  him,  drove  his  arm  down  the  throat,  and,  grasping 
the  heart,  forcibly  tore  it  out  through  the  mouth  together 
with  a  part  of  tne  entrails.  Then,  after  piously  returning 
thanks  to  Heaven  for  his  miraculous  victory,  he  snatched  up 
the  bleeding  heart,  and  without  meeting  with  any  obstacle, 
marched  with  his  trophy  into  the  great  hall  of  the  palace. 

The  king  at  meat  sat  on  des, 

With  dukes  and  earls  proud  in  press. 

The  saler*  on  the  tabic  stood : 

Kichard  pressed  out  all  the  blood. 

And  wet  the  heart  in  the  salt; 

(The  ku^  and  all  his  men  behalt,) 

Withouten  bread  the  heart  he  ate. 

The  king  wonder'd,  and  said  skeet :' 
"Y-wis,  as  I  understand  can, 

This  is  a  devil,  and  no  man. 

That  has  my  strong  lion  y-dawe. 

The  heart  out  of  his  body  drawe. 

And  has  it  eaten  with  good  will ! 

He  may  be  called,  by  right  skill. 

King  y-christened  of  most  renown. 

Strong  Richard  Coeur  de  Lion!" 

The  disappointment  of  his  hopes  of  vengeance  afflicted  the 
king  of  Almain  even  beyond  the  loss  of  his  son  and  the  dis- 
grace of  his  daughter;  but  as  it  was  no  longer  possible  to 
detain  a  prisoner  who  seemed  to  enjoy  the  particular  favour 
of  Providence,  he  determined  to  exact,  for  his  release,  a  most 
exorbitant  ransom.  This  was  no  less  than  the  half  of  all  the 
church  plate  contained  in  Richard's  dominions:  and  as  he 
deemed  it  impossible  for  any  sovereign  to  levy  a  tribute  of 
this  nature,  he  was  much  surprised  when  the  hard  conditions 
were  accepted  without  hesitation.  Richard  only  asked  for  a 
derk  who  should  undertake  to  write  a  letter  to  his  chancellor 
and  the  two  archbishops,  and  for  a  trusty  messenger  who 
should  convey  it  to  England.  His  orders  were  received  with 
the  utmost  submission,  and  executed  with  punctuality;  and 

>  Salt-oellar;  talierej  Fr.  '  Immediatelj,  quickly. 
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the  king  of  Almain,  after  receiving  the  ransom,  heing 
moncd  to  release  his  prisoneES,  rephed, 

** 1  give  them  leave; 

I  ne  shall  them  no  more  grieve." 

He  took  his  daughter  by  the  hand. 

And  bade  her  swithe  devoid  his  land. 

The  queen  saw  what  should  &I1; 

Her  daughter  she  ean  to  her  chamber  call. 

And  said,  **Thou  shalt  dwell  with  me. 

Till  King  Richard  send  after  thee. 

As  a  king  does  after  his  queen; 

So  I  rede  that  it  shall  bene." 

Margery,  therefore,  being  unable  to  withstand  the  reasons 
and  auUiority  of  her  mother,  took  a  mournful  leave  of  Richard, 
who,  we  hope,  was  equally  affected  at  this  separation  from  his 
mistress. 

The  English  monarch  and  his  two  companions  were  received 
with  transports  of  joy,  and  the  first  six  months  which  followed 
their  arrival  presented  one  constant  scene  of  festivity.  At 
the  end  of  this  time  Richard  summoned  a  parliament,  to 
which  he  invited  not  only  his  nobility  and  clergy,  but  also 
deputies  from  all  the  towns  and  representatives  of  all  the 
freeholds  in  his  dominions,  for  the  purpose  of  oonmranicadng 
and  recommending  to  them  a  bull  which  he  had  received  from 
Pope  Urban.  He  stated  to  them  that  the  whole  country  of 
Surry  (Syria),  and  all  which  had  been  gained  in  former  cra- 
sades,  was  now  betrayed  to  the  Saracens  by  two  renegades, 
the  Earl  Joyce,  and  the  Marquis  of  Montferrand;  that  Milon, 
the  son  and  successor  of  Earl  Baldwin,  was  expelled;  that 
the  Christian  pilgrims  were  prevented  from  visiting  tlie  Holy 
Land;  that  the  pope  had  merefore  reconunended  a  general 
crusade  against  me  infidels ;  that  the  king  of  France  and  the 
emperor  of  Germany,  with  all  their  vassals,  had  alrea£^ 
obeyed  the  summons;  and  that  he  was  resolved  to  follow  their 
example,  and  hoped  that  his  piety  would  be  seconded  by  that 
of  his  faithful  subjects. 

Richard*s  exhortation  was  completely  succesafiil;  the  as- 
sembly was  unanimous  in  promising  their  assistance ;  and  he 
was  soon  enabled  to  equip  a  formidable  navy  of  two  hundred 
large  ships^  laden  with  troops,  stores,  and  militaiy  engines. 
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Ammigflt  the  inslaniments  of  offence  little  known  to  modem 
WBi&ae  were  bee^khts,  which  were  so  numerous  a«  to  oceupy 
no  lesB  than  thirteen  yewels.  The  fleet  being  assembled,  the 
kiag  gafe  his  instmctions  to  master  Alain  Trenchemer,  the 
admiral,  that  he  shoidd  protect,  to  the  utmost  of  his  power, 
the  persons  and  property  of  aU  Christians;  that  he  should 
give  no  quarter  to  the  Saracens;  and  that  he  should  proceed 
with  all  possible  dispatch  to  Marseilles,  where  he  woidd  wait 
the  arriyal  of  the  land-forces. 

"For  I,  and  my  knights  of  main, 
Will  hastily  wend  through  Almain, 
To  speak  with  Modard  the  king; 
To  wete  why,  and  for  what  thing. 
That  he  me  in  prison  held. 
But  he  my  treasure  again  yield, 
That  he  of  me  took  with  fiadsehede, 
I  shall  quiten  him  his  meed!" 

As  the  yaiious  objects  which  he  had  in  yiew  could  not  but 
occasion  some  delay,  Richard  dispatched  in  the  first  instance, 
Baldwin,  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  with  a  part  of  his  army, 
with  orders  to  take  the  route  of  Brindisi  and  Constantinople; 
and  to  join,  if  possible,  the  Christian  powers  in  Palestme. 
He  then  proridecL  the  necessary  measures  for  securing  the 
tranquillity  of  his  dominions  during  his  absence;  appointed 
the  chancellor  archbishop  of  York  his  immediate  represen- 
tatire;  caused  the  officers  of  justice  to  take  the  oaths  of  alle- 
giance to  that  prelate;  and  having  received  the  sacrament, 
and  requested  the  prayers  of  his  subjects  for  the  success  of  the 
expedition,  passed  with. one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand 
men  into  Flanders. 

This  vast  army  was  formed  into  three  divisions,  one  of 
whidi  was  commanded  by  Sir  Fulk  Doyley,  another  by  Sir 
llioiitas  de  Moulton ;  and  the  third  by  Richard  in  person. 
The  Btactegt  orders  were  issued  that  all  the  articles  wanted  by 
the  army  should  be  &irly  purchased;  and,  for  the  better  pre- 
fviticm  of  plunder  and  the  greater  ease  of  the  countries 
through  which  they  passed,  the  three  divisions  were  directed 
to  march  at  the  distance  of  ten  miles  asunder,  the  king  taking 
diazge  of  the  oentre.  In  this  order  he  arrived  at  Cologne,  a 
dty  belonging  to  his  enemy,  the  inhabitants  of  which  had 
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been  enjoined  by  their  soTereign  not  to  famish  at  any  price  a 
single  article  of  food  to  the  invaders.  Richard,  unwifling  to 
use  violence,  determined  that  his  troops  should  be  fed  with 
such  provisions  as  could  be  supplied  from  his  own  magazineB. 
"Now,  steward,  I  wame  thee. 

Buy  us  vessel^  great  plente, 

Dishes,  cuppes,  and  saucers, 

Bowls,  trays,  and  platters. 

Vats,  tmis,  and  costret  ;* 

Maketh  our  meat  withouten  let. 

Whether  ye  will  seeth  or  brede.* 

And  the  poor  men  all,  so  Grod  you  spede» 

That  ye  find  in  the  town. 

That  they  come  at  my  summoun." 

He  also  invited  the  mayor  to  dinner;  and,  inquiring  afUr 
the  king,  was  informed  that  he  was  then  at  a  place  called 
Gumery,  tc^ther  with  his  queen  and  the  fiiir  Margery,  from 
whom  some  tidings  might  be  soon  expected. 

Then,  as  it  was  law  of  land, 

A  messenger  there  com  ridand 

Upon  a  steed  white  so  milk; 

His  trappings  were  of  tuely*  silk. 

With  five  hundred  bells  ringand. 

Well  fair  of  sight  I  understand. 

Down  off  his  steed  he  'light, 

And  grette  King  Richard  fair,  I  plight. 
"The  £ng's  daughter,  that  is  so  free, 

She  greets  thee  well  by  me; 

With  an  hundred  knights,  and  mo. 

She  comes,  ere  you  to  bed  go." 

Richard,  full  of  confidence  in  the  £ur  Margery^s  punctuality; 
rewarded  the  messenger  for  his  good  news  with  the  presait  of 
a  cloth  of  gold,  and  was  soon  gratified  by  the  arrival  of  his 
mistress.  In  the  morning,  the  lovers  again  parted,  and  tbe 
army  proceeded  on  its  march  to  a  city  called  MarbureUe^ 
where  they  found  a  renewal  of  their  difficulties  with  reepeei 
to  provisions. 

1  Vaisaelle,  Fr.  all  the  appurtenanoes  of  the  table. 

*  The  same  as  co^trell;  a  drinking-Tessel.  *  Boil  or  roait. 

^  Red  or  scarlet.     See  Halliwcdl'a  Dictionary,  p.  894. 
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His  marshal  swithe  com  him  to; 
"Sire,"  he  said,  "how  shall  we  do? 

Swilk  fowaile  ^  as  we  bought  yesterday 

For  no  catel*  get  I  ne  may!" 

Richard  answered  with  heart  free, 
"  Of  fruit  here  is  great  plente, 

Figges,  raisins  in  frayel,' 

And  nuts  may  serven  us  full  well. 

And  wax  some-deal  cast  thereto; 

Tallow  and  grease  menge  *  also ; 

And  thus  ye  may  our  meat  make, 

Sith  ye  may  none  other  take." 
Eing  Modard,  who  was  well  acquainted  with  Richard's  in- 
Tiolable  attachment  to  his  word,  and  his  respect  for  the  laws 
and  customs  of  foreign  countries,  but  was  totally  ignorant  of 
liis  resources  in  the  art  of  cookery,  had  hoped  that  the  pre- 
cautions he  had  taken  in  stopping  the  supply  of  the  markets 
would  infallibly  arrest  the  progress  of  the  English  army,  and 
had  neglected  to  adopt  any  fiuther  measures  for  his  safety. 
He  therefore  learnt  with  astonishment  and  dismay  that  his 
enemy  was  arrived  at  Carpeniras,  and  had  taken  his  lodging 
at  the  very  inn  which,  a  few  years  before,  had  exhibited  the 
&tal  adventure  of  the  roasted  goose.  No  resource  now  re- 
mained but  to  implore  the  mediation  of  his  daughter;  and  the 
good-natured  Margery  readily  undertook  to  procure  the  for- 
giveness of  Richard,  in  return  for  her  &ther*8  absolute  and 
onoonditional  submission.  The  conqueror  required  nothing 
more  than  the  restoration  of  the  ransom  so  unjustly  extorted 
from  him ;  and  these  terms  being  thankfully  accepted,  the  two 
monarchs  exchanged  the  kiss  of  peace,  and  their  reconciliation 
was  followed,  as  usual,  by  a  magnificent  entertainment. 

The  enjoyment  of  perfect  security  after  the  horrible  fright 
which  he  had  lately  experienced,  aided  perhaps  by  the  effect 
of  a  plentiful  dinner,  produced  in  Modard  such  a  paroxysm  of 
vadour,  that,  on  Richard's  requesting  the  loan  of  a  hundred 
knights  to  join  the  crusade,  he  proposed  to  take  the  cross  in 
person,  and  to  contribute  his  own  heroism  to  the  success  of 
the  expedition:  and  his  guest  having  declined  to  accept  an 
oSbt  attended  with  so  much  risk  to  nis  sacred  person,  he  in- 
>  Fael,  i.  e.  proTiaoiu.  '  Money.  *  ^hiioK,  Fr.  the  baskets  in 

which  figs  and  raisiiis  are  packed.  ^  Mix. 
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sisted  on  proving  his  generosity,  not  only  by  the  magniEcent 
equipment  of  a  hundred  knights,  but  by  a  fuidier  present  of 
inestimable  value: 

Another  thing  I  shall  thee  give. 

That  may  thee  help  while  that  thou  live. 

Two  riche  rings  of  gold; 

The  stones  therein  be  fidl  \hAL 

Hence,  to  the  land  of  Ind, 

Better  than  they  shalt  thou  none  find. 

For,  whoso  hath  that  one  stone. 

Water  ne  shall  him  drench  none. 

That  other  stone  whoso  that  bear. 

Fire  ne  shall  him  never  dere.^ 

The  rings,  of  course,  were  thankAilly  accepted ;  and  Bidifiid, 
after  taking  an  affectionate  leave  of  Modard  and  of  the  tender 
Margery,  departed  with  his  army  to  Marseilles. 

Here  he  found  his  fleet  in  readiness;  and,  embarking  widi 
a  fiiir  wind,  arrived,  after  a  short  voyage,  at  Messina,  what 
he  disembarked  his  troops,  and  found  the  king  of  Franee  en- 
camped with  his  forces.  The  two  monarchs  embraced  with 
mutual  expressions  of  regard,  and  even  contracted  the  en- 
gagement of  brotherhood  in  arms ;  but  Philip,  already  jealoos 
of  a  competitor  by  whom  he  was  far  surpassed  in  milituy 
glory,  meditated  treachery.  He  wrote  to  Tancred,  then  king 
of  Apulia,  to  insinuate  that  Richard,  under  pretence  of  joining 
the  crusade,  was  contriving  an  attack  upon  his  dommions; 
and  though  Tancred,  having  conununicated  this  letter  to  Us 
son  Roger,  was  persuaded  by  him  to  have  an  interview  with 
Richard,  in  which  his  suspicions  were  Anally  removed,  the 
fiery  temper  of  the  English  monarch,  who  was  h^hly  indig- 
nant at  such  an  unjust  charge,  was  scarcely  restrained  from 
producing  the  rupture  which  it  had  been  PhiHp's  object  to 
insure.  At  length  the  French  king's  treacheiy  being  made 
manifest,  Tancied  and  Richard  parted  with  mutual  eqires- 
sions  of  esteem. 

The  English  army  was  encamped  without  the  walls  of  Mes- 
sina. The  French  took  up  their  quarters  in  i^  town,  and, 
aitfully  awakening  the  suspicion  of  the  inhabitants  (whom  the 
author  calls  Chiffons,  t.  e.  Greeks),  at  length  incited  them,  by 

Hurt    From  the  Angb-Saxon. 
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die  promiAe  of  proteetion,  to  frequent  aote  of  hostility  againrt 
the  Kngliah.  Richard,  after  complaining  to  Philip,  who  gave 
him  no  other  answer  than  that  he  was  at  liberty  to  seek  such 
redress  as  he  thought  fit,  determined  on  revenge.  While  he 
was  eating  his  Christmas  dinner,  he  received  information  that 
the  wicked  Grifibns  had  renewed  their  insults ;  and  kicking 
down  the  table  with  his  foot,  a  practice  by  which  he  usually 
expressed  his  displeasure,  gave  orders  for  an  immediate  attack 
on  the  town,  and  put  himself  at  the  head  of  his  troops.  A 
short  but  severe  conflict  ensued,  in  which  the  earl  of  Salisbury 
acquired  the  distinguished  title  of  Longue-ei^6e.  But  though 
the  inhabitants  were  driven  back,  the  town  was  too  strong  to 
be  taken  by  such  a  summary  process.  Bichard,  determined 
to  punish  the  Griffons,  summoned  all  his  officers,  ordered  hia 
fleet  to  co-operate  with  the  land  forces,  and  directed  his  most 
foonidable  engines  of  war  to  be  directed  against  the  wall^— < 
**  I  have  a  castel,  I  underotond. 

Is  made  of  timber  of  Englond, 

With  six  stages  full  of  tourelles,^ 

Well  flourished  with  comelles;* 

Therein  I  and  many  a  knight 

Against  the  French  shall  take  the  fight; 

That  castel  shall  have  a  sorry  nom; 

It  shall  be  hight  the  Mate-Griflbn." 

The  assault  was  irresistible :  under  a  general  discharge  of 
arrows  and  guareHeSj  one  of  the  gates  was  forced  by  Richard 
in  person;  tne  town  was  for  a  short  time  given  up  to  pillage ; 
ana  its  total  destruction  was  only  averted  by  die  humblest 
submissions  on  the  part  of  Philip,  and  by  the  intercession  of 
an  archbishop.  The  author  however  infonns  us  that  two 
French  justices,  caUed  Margaryte  and  Sir  Hu^  Lnpetyte, 
took  an  opportunity,  during  the  parley,  of  reviBng  Richard, 
whom  they  called  a  taylard;  and  that  the  choleric  monarch 
instantly  clove  the  skull  of  the  first,  and  nearly  killed  the 
second;  after  which  he  calmly  returned  to  his  camp. 

Philip  left  Messina  in  the  month  of  March,  and  Richard 
prepared  to  follow  him  to  Acres  at^  the  end  of  Lent:  but  four 
of  his  ships,  principally  loaded  with  treasure,  were  wrecked 
on  the  coast  of  O^rus;  and  the  king»  arriving  three  days 

'  Turrets.  '  Embraaures* 
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afterwards,  was  informed  that  the  emperor  of  the  island  bad 
unjustly  seized  all  the  treasure,  and  committed  the  crews  of 
his  ships  to  prison.     On  this  intelligence  heisent  three  of  ^s 
barons  with  a  most  haughty  message,  to  demand  the  instant 
restitution  of  men  and  money,  and  to  denounce  the  most  sig- 
nal vengeance  if  the  compliance  with  his  demands  should  he 
delayed  for  a  moment.     The  emperor,  scarcely  less  choleric 
than  Richard  himself,  began  his  reply  by  throwing  a  knife  at 
Sir  Robert  Tamham,  which  he  with  some  difficulty  avoided, 
and  concluded  it  by  ordering  them  to  cairy  to  *'  their  tayled 
king*'  his  refusal  and  defiance. 

Tlie  emperor's  steward,  who  was  present  at  the  audience, 
was  of  opinion  that  this  mode  of  treating  ambassadors  wis 
highly  indecorous ;  and,  though  probably  well  acquainted  with 
the  violence  of  his  master^s  temper,  very  unguardedly  Tcn- 
tured  to  express  his  disapprobation.  The  monarch,  fbrcinff  a 
smile,  while  his  eyes  sparkled  with  rage,  made  a  signal  to  h» 
steward  that  he  wished  to  communicate  something  to  him  in 
secret;  and,  while  the  unsuspecting  minister  waited  on  his 
knees  the  expected  revelation,  drew  suddenly  a  knife  from  its 
sheath,  and  cut  off  his  nose.^ 

The  steward  his  nose  hent; 

I-wys,  his  visage  was  y-shent! 

Quicklv  out  of  the  castel  ran; 

Leave  he  took  of  no  man; 

and  having  overtaken  the  ambassadors,  he  b^ged  tiiat  they 
would  represent  his  case  to  the  king,  and  induce  him  to  come 
on  shore  that  veiy  night;  promising  to  deliver  into  their 
hands  the  keys  of  all  the  prmcipal  forts  in  the  island;  to  aid 
their  enterprise  with  a  body  of  one  hundred  knights;  and  to 
bring  to  Richard  the  young  and  beautiful  daughter'of  the  mi- 
courteous  emperor. 

Richard  was  playing  at  chess  with  the  earl  of  Richmond  in 
his  galley,  when  he  received  all  this  good  news.  Without 
loss  of  time,  he  gave  orders  for  the  disembarkation ;  put  oa 

I  Roger  de  Hoveden  almost  confirms  this  anecdote. — He  says,  tbit 
while  the  emperor  was  sitting  at  dinner  together  with  his  barons,  one  of 
them  advised  him,  in  the  name  of  all,  to  maie  peace  with  Richard;  whee- 
npon,  the  emperor,  g^reatly  enraged  at  this  discourse,  stmck  the  speaker 
with  a  knife,  and  cut  off  his  nose.  After  dinner,  the  person  so  tPOitod 
set  off  for  Kngi^n^, 
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his  annour ;  took  in  his  hands  the  formidable  battle-axe  which 
he  bad  caused  to  be  made  for  the  destruction  of  the  Saracens ; 
took  the  town  of  Lymasour  by  assault;  broke  domn  with  his 
own  hand  the  doors  of  the  prison  where  his  men  were  con- 
fined ;  and  made  himself  ample  amends,  by  the  pillage  of  the 
citizens,  for  the  loss  of  his  treasure. 

This  success  was  so  sudden,  that  the  emperor,  who  was  at 
some  distance  from  the  town,  had  only  time  to  collect  the 
few  troops  which  were  within  reach,  and  to  encamp  them  for 
the  night,  after  sending  in  all  directions  for  succours,  with 
which  he  hoped  to  &ce  the  enemy  on  the  following  day.  In 
the  mean  while  the  punctual  steward  repaired  to  Richard  with 
the  keys,  the  hundred  knights,  and  the  young  lady;  at  the 
same  time  promising  to  conduct  the  English  army  by  an  un- 
soflpected  road  into  the  midst  of  the  emperor's  camp ;  and  the 
king,  after  suitable  acknowledgments  for  his  Tarious  services, 

swore  by  God,  our  saviour, 

His  nose  shoidd  be  bought  well  sour. 

As  the  success  of  his  enterprise  depended  solely  on  dis- 
patch, he  selected  from  his  army  one  thousand  well-mounted 
Knights,  put  himself  at  their  head,  and,  marchiug  rapidly  by 
moonlight  under  the  guidance  of  the  steward,  arrived  before 
day-br»ELk  so  near  the  enemy  as  to  discover  the  position  of  the 
emperor's  tent,  which  was  very  conn)icuous  from  the  rich 
silks  of  which  it  was  formed,  as  well  as  from  its  being  sur- 
mounted by  a  heron  of  burnished  gold.  The  invaders  being 
now  discovered,  and  the  alarm  rapidly  spreading  through  the 
camp,  they  rushed  forward  towards  this  tent ;  overset  afi  who 
attempted  to  oppose  them;  made  a  slaughter  of  twenty  thou- 
sand vile  Ciriffbns ;  but  arrived  too  late  to  seize  the  emperor, 
who  had  made  his  escape  on  the  first  alarm.  But  the  booty 
taken  in  the  field  was  immense;  the  imperial  pavilion,  which 
was  immediately  embarked  and  carried  to  Acres  as  a  trophy, 
was  itself  a  treasure ;  the  plate  alone  was  a  full  indemnifica- 
tion for  all  that  the  English  had  lost;  besides  which,  Eichard 
became  master  of  two  beautiful  steeds  which  he  considered  as 
invaluable,  the  celebrated  Favel  and  Lyard — 

In  the  world  was  not  their  peer; 

Dromedary,  nor  destrere,* 

*  A  war-horse.    See  HalliweU's  Dictionary,  p.  300. 
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Steed  rabjte,  ne  caaiayl 
That  lan  so  swift  sans  &iL 
For  a  thouflttod  pounds  of  gold 
Should  not  that  one  bo  sold. 

The  emperor  now  found,  on  reidewing  the  events  of  Ike 
last  twenty-four  hours,  that,  by  cutting  off  his  steward's  nose, 
he  had  lost  his  daughter,  his  capital,  his  army,  and  his  tzcA- 
sore;  and  very  wisely  concluded  that  he  could  only  hope  tD 
save  what  remained  of  his  territory  by  unconditional  submis- 
sion. He  therefore  sent  an  esabaBsy  to  ^e  En^ish  mnaMxh, 
offering  to  become  his  vassal  and  do  him  homage,  on  the  sole 
condition  of  being  left  in  peace  and  quiet;  and  Richaid,  con- 
sidering that  the  restoration  of  the  steward's  fiwe  was  qufte 
hopeless,  graciously  condescended  to  accept  the  texms,  after 
the  foil  restitution  of  the  piUage  committfd  on  his  sh^ 
Accordingly  the  emperor,  puUicly  falling  on  his  knees  befine 
the  king,  embraced  his  feet,  humbly  asked  for  mercy,  and  re- 
ceived assurances  of  future  protection.  The  remainder  of  the 
day  was  dedicated  to  fbstivity,  and  the  vassal  emperor  was 
magnificently  entertained  at  me  table  of  his  sovereign.  But, 
onhis  return  to  his  palace,  it  unfortunately  occurred  to  him, 
that  if  his  former  violence  had  made  him  hateftil,  his  late 
meanness  and  cowardice  had  rendered  him  contemptibLe :  be 
therefore  once  more  changed  his  mind,  and,  r^ardless  of  tiie 
oaths  which  he  had  just  taken,  summoned  his  barons,  and  re- 
quested their  assistance  to  rescue  his  dominions  from  the  in- 
dignity  of  being  subject  to  a  forei^  tyrant  This  act  of 
treachery  was  immediately  commumcated  to  the  conqueror, 
by  whom  the  emperor,  after  being  abandoned  by  his  si^yjectB, 
was  now  ordered  into  irons,  and  transported  on  board  a  galley 
for  the  purpose  of  being  conveyed  as  a  prisoner  to  Acres. 

Richard  now  prepared  for  his  grand  expedition,  and,  having 
confided  the  government  of  Cyprus  to  the  Earl  of  Leicester, 
set  sail  for  Syria  with  a  fleet  of  two  hundred  transports  under 
convoy  of  fifteen  well-armed  galleys.  For  the  first  ten  days 
the  weather  was  perfectly  fiavourable ;  but  on  the  eleventh 
they  met  vrith  a  violent  storm,  during  which  it  was  diffieoh 
to  prevent  the  dispersion  of  the  armament.  At  length  the 
sk^  cleared,  and  they  discovered  in  the  offinr  a  dromound,  or 
ship  of  burthen  of  vast  size,  and  laden  nearly  to  the  water's 
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edge.  Alain  Trenehemer  was  diflpatcbed,  in  a  light  vessel,  to 
inquire  whither  she  was  bonnd,  whose  propertj  she  was,  and 
what  was  her  cazgo?  and  vn»  answered  by  a  latimer  (an  inter- 
preter) that  she  came  from  Apulia,  was  laden  with  provisions 
for  the  use  of  the  French  army,  and  was  bound  to  Acres. 
But  AJain,  perceiving  only  one  man  on  deck  who  answered 
his  questions,  insisted  on  seeing  the  rest  of  the  crew,  whom 
bfe  suspected  to  be  Saracens ;  and  after  a  few  evasions  on  the 
part  of  the  latimer,  the  whole  ship^s  company  suddenly  came 
upon  deck,  and  answered  him  by  a  geneitd  shout  of  defiance. 
iJain  hastily  returned  with  this  report  to  the  king;  who, 
azming  himself  with  all  expedition,  thiew  himself  into  a  gal- 
ley, and  ordered  his  rowers  to  make  every  possible  exertion. 

"  Boweth  on  &st!  Who  that  is  Mot, 
In  evil  water  may  he  be  dreynt  I" 
They  rowed  hard,  and  sung  thereto 
Wiui  hevelow  and  rumbeloo. 

Kiehard^s  impatience  being  thus  seconded  by  the  zeal  of  his 
men,  the  galley  flew  like  an  arrow  from  a  cross-bow ;  and 
Alain  stemd  the  vessel  with  such  skill,  that,  encountering 
the  stem  of  the  dromound,  it  cut  off  a  considerable  part  of  her 
qfuarter.  The  king  made  every  eflbrt  to  board ;  but  the  deck 
was  coveied  with  well-armed  Sarae^is ;  and  others  from  the 
^top  castles"  assaulted  the  galley  with  such  showers  of  heavy 
stones,  that  Richard  was  in  the  most  imminent  danger.  At 
kagth,  seven  more  gaUeys  being  detached  to  his  assistance, 
and  the  enemies  attacked  in  every  direction,  he  sprang  on 
board  of  the  dromound,  and,  setting  his  back  against  the 
mast,  clove  many  of  the  Saracens  to  the  middle,  cut  off  the 
heads  of  others,  and  amputated  arms  and  legs  in  every  direc- 
tion ;  tin  the  imbelievers,  who  at  first  consisted  of  sixteen 
himdxed  men«  were  reduced  to  thirty. 

The  king  found  in  the  dromound,  sans  fhil, 
Mickle  store,  and  great  vitail. 
Many  barrels  full  of  fire-gregeys ;' 
And  many  thousand  bow  Turkeis ; 
Hooked  arrows,  and  quarelles. 
They  foimd  there  full  many  barrels 
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Of  wheat,  and  wine  great  plente ; 
Gold  and  silver,  and  ilke  daintey. 
Of  treasure  he  had  not  half  the  motmd 
,  That  in  the  dromound  was  y-found. 

For  it  drowned  in  the  flood. 
Ere  half  unchained  were  that  good. 

After  this  important  capture,  which  greatly  contribnted  to 
decide  the  fate  of  Acres,  the  English  fleet  proceeded  on  their 
Toyage  to  Syria ;  but  were  met  off  the  coast  by  a  spy,  who 
reported  that  the  harbour  had  lately  been  rendered  inacces- 
sible, by  means  of  a  vast  chain  of  iron  which  the  Saracens  had 
stretched  across  the  entrance.  Richard  immediately  resolved 
to  begin  his  career  of  glory  by  overcoming  this  unexpected 
obstacle.  Selecting  the  largest  and  strongest  galley  m  the 
fleet,  he  fiUed  it  with  his  stoutest  rowers ;  took  his  station  <»i 
the  bows  of  the  vessel,  which  was  urged  by  the  united  foroe 
of  sails  and  oars ;  ordered  Trenchemer  to  direct  it  against  the 
centre  of  the  chain;  and,  watching  the  moment  of  its  utmost 
extension,  struck  it  so  violently  with  his  battle-axe  that  it 
gave  way,  and  yielded  a  passage  to  the  whole  fleet,  which 
passed  into  the  harbour  amidst  the  acclamations  of  the  sailon. 

The  first  night  of  their  arrival  was  passed  in  rejoidngs. 
Wine,  piment,  and  dare,  were  circulated  in  abundance; 
trumpets,  tabours,  and  Saracen  horns  sounded  oontinuallv; 
wild  fire  was  thrown  up  into  the  sky ;  Greek  fire  scattered 
over  the  sea;  various  iUuminations  were  exhibited;  and  die 
mangonels  and  other  military  engines,  among  which  was  a 
very  extraordinary  tcind-miU,  were  displayed  for  the  purpose 
of  striking  terror  into  the  enemy. 

On  the  following  morning  Richard  received  the  oongrata- 
lations  of  the  king  of  France,  of  the  Emperor,  and  of  all  the 
Christian  princes  assembled  at  the  siege ;  after  which  the 
archbishop  of  Pisa  paid  him  a  private  visit  in  his  tent,  and 
related  to  him  very  circ\imstantidly  all  the  military  operations 
which  had  taken  place  during  the  preceding  seven  years.  By 
this  it  appeared  that,  the  Saracens  being  in  possession  of  aU 
the  strong  posts  in  the  country,  it  had  been  necessary  for  the 
Christians  in  the  first  instance  to  fortify  their  camp ;  which 
they  did  with  great  labour,  digging  a  wide  and  deep  ditch, 
protected  at  intervals  by  barbicans  of  solid  masonry:  that 
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Saladin,  with  a  vast  army,  had  iminediatclj  besieged  them  in 
this  intrenehment :  that  the  Christians  had  made  a  sally,  in 
which,  after  an  obstinate  conflict,  they  appeared  to  have  the 
advantage,  till,  a  nmnber  of  their  kmghts  being  engaged  in 
the  pursuit  of  a  horse  magnificently  caparisoned,  the  Swu^ns 
turned  and  defeated  them,  with  the  loss  of  the  emperor  of 
Germany,  Earl  Janin  oi  Playnspc^ney  Earl  Ferrers  of  Eng- 
land, and  eleven  thousand  men:  that  Saladin,  having  cast  the 
dead  bodies  into  the  reservoir  from  which  the  Christians  drew 
their  supply  of  water,  had  occasioned  a  pestilence  in  their 
camp,  which  carried  off  no  less  than  forty  thousand :  that 
twelve  hundred  of  their  best  knights  had  lost  their  lives  in  a 
naval  enterprise,  intended  to  surprise  a  vessel  laden  with 
wheat  and  other  necessaries  for  the  supply  of  the  Saracen 
army :  that  fifteen  thousand  had  Mien,  through  a  stratagem 
of  ihe  garrison  of  Acres,  who,  affecting  to  despise  the  Chris- 
tians, had  established  a  camp  at  some  distance  from  the  town, 
which  they  filled  with  articles  of  value,  and  thus  decoyed  the 
Christians  to  an  attack ;  but,  returning  to  the  charge  as  soon 
as  the  assailants  were  encumbered  with  the  boot^,  defeated 
them  with  great  slaughter :  that  after  this  the  Christians  had 
again  recovered  a  temporary  superiority  by  the  arrival  of  the 
earls  of  Champagne  and  Bretagne  with  their  forces,  and  after- 
wards by  that  of  Baldwin  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  with  his 
nephew  Hubert  Gauter,  together  with  Randolph  de  Glanville, 
John  the  Neal,  his  brother  Miles,  and  other  English  knights ; 
bat  that  even  tiiese  succours  had  barely  supplied  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  inclemency  of  the  seasons,  and  by  a  dreadT- 
lul  &mine  in  which  sixty  thousand  Christians  had  perished. 

King  Richard  wept  with  his  eyen  both. 
And  thus  he  said  to  him  for  sooth : 
*'  Sir  Bishop,  bid  thou  for  us, 
That  might  me  send  sweet  Jesus 
His  foes  all  to  destroy, 
That  they  no  more  us  annoy ! " 
King  Richard  took  leave,  and  lept  on  steed- 
He  rode  round  the  intrenehment,  and,  having  carefully  sur- 
veyed the  ground,  made  choice  of  an  eminence  near  St. 
Thomas's  hospital  for  the  position  of  his   ''Mate-Griffon.'' 
This  was  a  wooden  tower  of  great  magnitude,  the  framework 
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of  whidi  had  occnpied  thirteen  ships.  From  its  top  be  was 
enabled  to  discover  all  the  defences  of  the  gairisoin;  and 
having  fixed  a  mangonel  in  a  proper  direction,  he  ordered  his 
music  to  sound  the  signal  of  assault,  and  caused  his  bee-hivos 
to  be  thrown  from  the  mangonel  among  the  besieged.  At  the 
same  time  he  set  up  his  '*  Robinet,"  a  more  powerful  species 
of  mangonel,  which  continued  to  discharge  stones  of  enormous 
size  against  the  works,  and  instructed  his  miners  to  dixeet 
their  mines  against  '^Matidit-  Colmm"  a  fortification  which  pro- 
tected one  side  of  the  city ;  while,  from  the  summit  of  the  Mate- 
Griffon,  he  watched  the  motions  of  the  besieged,  and  gtcve  a 
proper  direction  to  the  showers  of  darts  which  were  incessantly 
dischai^d  by  his  archers.  The  Saracens  were  particubxiy 
annoyed  by  the  bees,  which  molested  them  on  every  side. 
And  said,  *'  King  Richard  was  fuU  fell. 
When  his  flies  biten  so  well!** 
The  confusion  was  such  that  they  knew  not  on  which  side  to 
turn  their  attention.  Great  ntnnbers  were  slaughtered;  mudi 
of  the  outer  wall  was  r^ed  by  the  miners;  and  the  danger 
became  so  pressing,  that  the  garrison  were  employed  duni^ 
great  part  of  the  night  in  making  fires  in  the  highest  parts  H 
Uie  town  as  signals  of  distress. 

Saladin,  who  was  encamped  at  ten  miles  distance,  imme- 
diately marched  to  their  succour.  His  cavalry  was  formed  in 
four  divisions,  marshalled  under  tiieir  respective  standards. 
The  first  was  red,  bearing  thcree  grifRsns,  and  a  bend  asnre; 
the  second  green,  exhibiting  a  contest  between  a  dragon  and 
a  Kon;  the  third  blue,  without  any  device;  Hie  fourth  white, 
with  three  Saracens'  heads  sable.  This  last  was  oonmianded 
bv  Sii-  Saladin  in  person,  accompanied  by  his  nephew  Mirsyn- 
Momclyn.  The  four  divisions  of  knights  or  horsemen 
amounted  to  three  hundred  and  six  thousand,  and  they  were 
attended  by  sixty  thousand  infantry,  beazn^  rushes  and  hay 
in  bundles,  for  the  purpose  of  filling  up  the  ditch  of  the 
Christian  camp. 

Richard  was  at  this  time  confined  to  his  tent  by  a  fever,  in 
consequence  of  the  fatigue  to  which  he  devoted  himself  in 
that  dangerous  climate;  and  the  want  of  such  a  leader  was 
near  being  fatal  to  the  Christians.  But  Philip,  though  sbf- 
prised  by  the  suddenness  of  the  attack,  wliich  menaced  hia 
on  every  quarter,  conducted  the  defence  with  such  ahility  tbat 
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the  S&raceDs,  after  an  obetiiiate  oonflict  m  wHch  many  men 
were  killed  on  both  sides,  were  ultimately  compelled  to  retire. 
Some  of  their  number,  who  by  the  impetuosity  of  the  first 
assault  had  penetrated  within  the  intrenchments,  were  taken 
prisoners,  and  instantly  put  to  deatL 

The  best  leeches  in  the  camp  were  unable  to  effect  the  cure 
of  Eichard's  ague ;  but  the  prayers  of  the  anny  were  more 
suoeessfiiL  He  became  convalescent,  and  the  first  symptom 
of  his  recovery  was  a  violent  longing  for  pork.  But  pork  was 
not  likely  to  be  plentiful  in  a  country  whose  inhabitants  had 
an  abhorrence  for  swine^s  flesh ;  a&d 

—  though  his  men  should  be  hanged, 

They  ne  might,  in  that  countrey, 

For  gold,  ne  silver,  ne  no  money, 

No  pork  find,  take,  ne  get. 

That  King  Richard  might  aught  of  eat. 

An  old  kmght,  with  Richard  biding. 

When  he  heard  of  that  tiding, 

That  the  kingis  wants  weie  swyche, 

To  the  steward  he  spake  privyliche. 
**  Our  lord  the  king  sore  is  sick,  i-wis, 

After  pork  he  alonged  is; 

Ye  may  none  find  to  selle: 

No  man  be  hardy  him  so  to  telle ! 

If  he  did,  he  might  die. 

Now  behoves  him  to  done  as  I  dball  say. 

That  he  wete  nought  of  that. 

Take  a  Saracen  young  and  fiit. 

In  haste  let  the  thief  be  slain. 

Opened,  and  his  skin  off  flayn; 

And  sodden,  full  hastily. 

With  powder,  and  with  gpicery. 

And  with  saffron  of  good  colour. 

When  the  king  feels  thereof  savour. 

Out  of  ague  if  he  be  went. 

He  shall  have  thereto  good  talent.^ 

When  he  has  a  good  taste. 

And  eaten  well  a  good  repast. 

And  supped  of  the  brewis'  a  sup, 

Slept  after,  and  swet  a  drop, 

*  WiU;  dMiM.  *  Broth. 
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Thorough  Godis  help,  and  my  counsail, 

Soon  he  shall  be  fre^  and  hml." 

The  sooth  to  say,  at  wordes  few. 

Slain  and  sodden  was  the  heathen  shrew. 

Before  the  king  it  was  forth  brought. 

Quod  his  men,  *'  Lord,  we  have  pork  sought; 

Eates  and  suppes  of  the  brewis  soote,^ 

Thorough  grace  of  God  it  shall  be  your  boot.*** 

Before  King  Richard  carff  a  knight. 

He  ate  fiister  than  he  carre  might. 

The  king  ate  the  flesh,  and  gnew'  the  bones, 

And  druik  well  after  for  the  nonce. 

And  when  he  had  eaten  enough, 

His  folk  hem  turned  away,  and  lough.  ^ 

He  lay  still,  and  drew  in  his  arm; 

His  chamberlain  him  wrapped  warm. 

He  lay  and  slept,  and  swet  a  stound. 

And  became  whole  and  sound. 

King  Richard  clad  him,  and  arose, 

And  walked  abouten  in  the  close. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Christians  had  continued  to  act  on 
the  defensive,  and  Saladin  to  harass  them  by  daily  assaults; 
so  that  Riduurd  heard  with  astonishment  and  indignation  the 
cries  of  the  enemy  at  no  great  distance  from  his  tent.  He 
instantly  called  for  his  armour,  sprang  upon  his  horse,  grasped 
his  battle-axe,  rushed  upon  the  Saracens,  and  killed  with  his 
own  hands  all  who  ventured  to  oppose  him;  while  his  troops, 
confident  of  victory  under  his  direction,  closely  followed  him 
through  the  ranks  of  the  enemies,  and  spread  slaughter  and 
desolation  round  them.  Saladin,  astonished  at  the  impe- 
tuosity of  an  attack,  which  he  had  not  foreseen,  from  a  dis- 
pirited and  nearly  vanquished  enemy,  was  at  length  compelled 
to  sound  a  retreat;  and,  with  the  loss  of  his  whole  rear-guard, 
to  resume  his  old  position  near  the  town  of  Gage,  at  ten  miles 
distance  from  the  field  of  battle,  llie  Chr^tians,  wearied 
with  slaughter,  returned  to  their  camp ;  and  Richard,  though 
fully  aware  of  the  extent  of  his  success,  stationed  his  guards 
witn  the  same  exactness  as  if  the  enemy  had  still  mena^  his 
intrenchments. 

1  Sweet.  'Help.  *  Gnawed.  « Laughed. 
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When  King  Bichard  had  rested  a  whyle, 

A  knight  his  arms  gan  unlaoe, 

Him  to  comfort  and  solace. 

Him  was  brought  a  sop  in  wine. 
"  The  head  of  that  ilke  swine 

That  I  of  ate ! "  (the  cook  he  bade) 
"  For  feeble  I  am,  and  fidnt,  and  mad. 

Of  mine  evil  now  I  am  fear; 

Serve  me  therewith  at  my  soupere ! " 

Quod  the  cook, ''  That  head  I  ne  have." 

Then  said  the  king,  '*  So  God  me  save, 

But  I  see  the  head  of  that  swine. 

For  sooth,  thou  shalt  lesen  thine ! " 

The  cook  saw  none  other  might  be ; 

He  fet  the  head,  and  let  him  see. 

He  fell  on  knees,  and  made  a  cry, 
"  Lo  here  the  head !  my  lord,  mercy ! " 

The  oook  had  certainly  some  reason  to  fear  that  his  master 
would  be  struck  with  horror  at  the  recollection  of  the  dreadful 
banquet  to  which  he  owed  his  recovery,  but  his  fears  were 
aoon  dissipated. 

The  swarte  vis*  when  the  king  seeth, 

His  black  beard,  and  white  teeth, 

How  his  lippes  grinned  wide, 
"  What  devil  is  this?"  the  king  cried. 

And  gan  to  laugh  as  he  were  wode. 
*•  What  ?  is  Saracen's  flesh  thus  good? 

That,  never  erst,  I  nought  wist! 

By  Godes  death,  and  his  up-rist, 

Shall  we  never  die  for  default. 

While  we  may,  in  any  assault, 

Slee  Saracens,  the  flesh  may  take. 

And  seethen,  and  rosten,  and  do  hem  bake, 

And  gnawen  her  flesh  to  the  bones! 

Now  I  have  proved  it  once. 

For  hunger  ere  Ibe  wo, 

I  and  my  folk  shall  eat  mo ! " 
^  On  the  following  day,  Bichard  renewed  the  assault  on  the 
cHy;  and  the  besi^ed,  having  no  further  hope  of  succour, 
'  Black  fkoe. 
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humbly  demaoded  a  parley.    A  latimer  was  dispatched  to  the 
kings  of  France  and  England,  with  instmctions  to  o£kc  on 
the  part  of  Saladin  the  surrender  of  Acres,  with  the  whole  of 
Syria,  as  &r  as  the  river  Jordan,  on  eondition  that  the  CSuis- 
tians  should  pay  to  the  sultan  a  yeariy  tribute  of  ten  thousand 
bezants;  or  that  they  should  consent,  in  lieu  of  this  tribute, 
to  invest  the  marquis  of  Montferrand  with  the  sovereignty  of 
the  ceded  countries.     Richard  could  no  longer  repress  Ids 
fury.    The  marquis,  he  said,  was  a  traitor,  who  had  robbed 
the  knights  hospitallers  of  sixty  thousand  pounds,  the  present 
of  his  &ther  Henry;  that  he  was  a  renegade,  whose  treachery 
had  occasioned  the  loss  of  Acres;  and  he  concluded  by  a 
solemn  oath,  that  he  would  cause  him  to  be  drawn  to  pieces 
by  wild  horses,  if  he  should  ever  venture  to  pollute  the  Chris- 
tian camp  by  Ids  presence.     Philip  attempted  to  intercede  in 
favour  of  the  marquis,  and,  throwing  down  his  glove,  oflfered 
to  become  a  pledge  for  his  fidelity  to  the  Christians;  but  his 
ofiGer  was  rejected,  and  he  was  obliged  to  give  way  to  Rich- 
ard's impetuosity.    The  latuner  then  proposed  the  sorrendcr 
of  the  town,  on  the  sole  oondition  of  safety  and  immumty  to 
the  inhabitants;  that  all  the  public  treasure,  arms  and  mili- 
tary machines  should  become  the  property  of  the  victors, 
together  with  a  farther  ranscnn  of  one  hundred  thousand 
bezants;  and  that  the  holy  cross  should  be  immediately  re- 
stored; the  garrison  remaining  prisoners  of  wur  till  the  full 
performance  of  these  conditions.    Bichazd  having  dedaied 
himself  satisfied,  the  capitulation  received  the  assent  of  the 
other  Christian  princes,  and  they  took  possession  of  the  town. 
The  booty  shared  by  the  victors  was  enormous;  numbers  of 
Christian  captives  were  liberated;  and  among  the  rest  fifteen 
knights  of  distinction,  whom  Richard  immediately  took  into 
pay,  after  liberally  supplying  them  with  aims,  Nothing,  and 
money,  from  his  share  of  the  plunder. 

Though  the  garrison  had  fidthfully  performed  the  other 
articles  of  their  contract,  they  were  unable  to  sestore  the  cross 
which  was  not  in  their  possession;  and  were  theiefore  treated 
by  the  Christians  with  great  cruelty.  BaHy  reports  of  their 
sufferings  were  carried  to  Saladin;  and  as  many  of  them  were 
persons  of  the  highest  distinction,  that  monarch,  at  the  solici- 
tation of  their  Mends,  dispatched  an  embassy  to  E^ing  Ridiard 
with  magnificent  presents,  which  he  offered  for  the  ransom  of 
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tlie  captives.  Tbe  ambassadors  were  persons  the  most  respec- 
table from  tlieir  age,  their  rank,  and  their  eloquence ;  they 
deliTered  their  message  in  terms  of  the  utmost  humility;  and, 
without  arraigning  t£e  justice  of  the  conqueror  in  his  scTcre 
treatment  of  their  countrymen,  only  solicited  a  period  to  that 
severity;  laying  at  his  feet  the  treasures  with  which  they  were 
intrusted,  and  pledging  themselves  and  their  master  for  the 
payment  of  any  further  sums  which  he  might  demand  as  the 
pried  of  mercy. 

King  Richard  spake  with  wordes  miLd, 
'*  The  gold  to  take  Ck>d  me  shield! 

Among  you  partes^  every  charge. 

I  brought,  in  shippes  and  in  bi^ge, 

•More  gold  and  silver  with  me, 

Than  has  your  lord,  and  swilke'  three. 

To  his  treasure  I  have  no  need! 

But,  for  my  Jove,  I  you  bid. 

To  meat  with  me  that  ye  dwell; 

And  afterward  I  shall  you  tell. 

Thorough  counsel  I  diall  yon  answer, 

What  bode^  ye  shall  to  your  lord  bear.'* 

The  invitation  was  gratefully  accepted.  lUchard  in  the 
mean  time  gave  secret  orders  to  his  marshal  that  he  should 
repair  to  the  prison,  select  a  certain  number  of  the  most  dis- 
tingoished  captives,  and,  after  carefully  noting  their  names  on 
a  roll  of  parchment,  cause  their  heads  to  be  instantly  struck 
off:  that  these  heads  should  be  delivered  to  the  cook,  with 
instructions  to  clear  away  the  hair,  and,  after  boiling  them  in 
a  caldron,  to  distribute  mem  on  several  platters,  one  to  each 
guest,  observing  to  fiistcn  on  the  forehead  of  each  the  piece  of 
parchment  expressing  the  name  and  &mily  of  the  victmi: 

^*  An  hot  head  bring  me  befom. 
As  I  were  well  apayed^  withaB, 
Eat  thereof  fast  J  shall; 
As  it  were  a  tender  chick. 
To  see  how  the  others  vrSl  Hke." 

This  horrible  order  was  punctually  exeeated.  At  noon  the 
guests  were  summoned  to  wash  by  the  mnsic  of  the  waits; 

>DiTi<le.  'Such.         'Message.  ^Pleased. 
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the  king  took  his  seat,  attended  by  the  principal  officen  of 
his  court,  at  high  table,  and  the  rest  of  the  company  were 
marshalled  at  a  long  table  below  him.  On  the  cloth  were 
placed  portions  of  salt  at  the  usual  distances,  but  neither 
bread,  wine,  nor  water.  The  ambassadors,  rather  surprised 
at  this  omission,  but  still  free  from  apprehension,  awaited  ia 
silence  the  arrival  of  the  dinner,  which  was  announced  by  the 
sound  of  pipes,  trumpets,  and  tabours;  and  beheld,  with 
horror  and  dismay,  the  unnatural  banquet  introduced  by  the 
steward  and  his  officers.  Yet  their  sentiments  of  disgust  and 
abhorrence,  and  even  their  fears,  were  for  a  time  suspended 
by  their  curiosity.  Their  eyes  were  fixed  on  the  king,  who, 
without  the  slightest  change  of  coimtenance,  swallowed  the 
morsels  as  fisist  as  they  could  be  supplied  by  the  knight  who 
carved  them. 

Every  man  then  poked  other; 

They  said,  "  This  is  the  devil's  brother, 

That  slays  our  men,  and  thus  hem  eats!'* 

Their  attention  was  then  involuntarily  fixed  on  the  smoking 
heads  before  them;  they  traced  in  the  swoln  and  distorted 
features  the  resemblance  of  a  friend  or  near  relation;  and 
received  from  the  &tal  scroll  which  accompanied  each  diah 
the  sad  assurance  that  this  resemblance  was  not  imaginary. 
They  sat  in  torpid  silence,  anticipating  their  ovm  fate  in  that 
of  their  count^men ;  while  their  ferocious  entertainer,  with 
fiiry  in  his  eyes,  but  with  courtesy  on  his  lips,  insulted  them 
by  frequent  invitations  to  merriment.  At  length  this  first 
course  was  removed,  and  its  place  supplied  by  venison,  cranes, 
and  other  dainties,  accompanied  by  the  richest  wines.  The 
king  then  apologized  to  them  for  what  had  passed,  which  he 
attributed  to  his  ignorance  of  their  taste;  and  assured  them 
of  his  religious  respect'for  their  character  as  ambassadors,  and 
of  his  readiness  to  grant  them  a  safe-conduct  for  their  retain. 
This  boon  was  all  that  they  now  wished  to  daim;  and 

King  Richard  spake  to  an  old  man, 
*'  Wendes  home  to  your  soudan! 
His  melancholy  that  ye  abate; 
And  sayes  that  ye  came  too  late. 
Too  slowly  was  your  time  y-gaessed; 
Ere  ye  came,  the  flesh  was  dressed. 
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That  men  shouldcn  serve  with  me. 

Thus  at  noon,  and  my  meynie.' 

Say  him,  it  sliall  him  nought  avail, 

Though  he  for-bar*  us  our  vitail, 

Bread,  wine,  fish,  flesh,  salmon,  and  conger; 

Of  us  none  shall  die  with  hunger. 

While  we  may  wenden  to  fight, 

And  slay  the  Saracens  downright. 

Wash  the  flesh  and  roast  the  head. 

With  00*  Saracen  I  may  well  feed 

Well  a  nine  or  a  ten 

Of  my  good  Christian  men. 

King  Kichard  shall  warrant. 

There  is  no  flesh  so  nourissant^ 

Unto  an  English  man, 

Partridge,  plover,  heron,  ne  swan. 

Cow  ne  ox,  sheep  ne  swine, 

As  the  head  of  a  Sarezyn. 

There  he  is  fisit,  and  thereto  tender; 

And  my  men  be  lean  and  slender. 

While  any  Saracen  quick  be, 

Livand  now  in  this  Syrie, 

For  meat  we  will  nothing  care. 

Abouten  fast  we  shall  fare. 

And  every  day  we  shall  eat 

All  so  many  as  we  may  get. 

To  England  will  we  nought  gon, 

Till  they  be  eaten  every  one.'* 

The  ambassadors  returned  with  this  answer  to  Saladin, 
and  repeated  very  exactly  every  circumstance  of  the  dreadful 
scene  which  they  had  so  lately  witnessed;  adding  tliat  tho 
beads  which  they  had  been  enabled  to  examine,  belonged  to 
the  princes  of  Damascus,  Nineveh,  Persia,  Samaria,  Egypt, 
and  Afirica.  Saladin  heard  the  recital  with  indignation;  but 
his  council  were  struck  with  terror,  and  besought  their  sultan 
to  procure  if  possible,  by  firesh  solicitations  and  more  splendid 
offers,  the  restoration  of  the  captives  who  still  remained  in 
the  hands  of  the  Christians.  A  second  embassy  was  therefore 
dispatched  to  Richard,  with  the  offer  of  a  fair  partition  of  the 

1  Company.         '  Dqpiive.         *  One.         *  Nourishing. 
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sovereignty  in  all  the  empire  subject  to  SoladiiL,  on  oonditiaii 
of  his  renouncing  the  Christian  fiiith,  and  embracing  that  of 
Mahomet.  But  Richard  disdained  to  accept  as  a  fhvour  vbat 
he  hoped  to  extort  by  force;  and  being  incensed  beyond  mea- 
sure at  the  condition  annexed  to  the  offer,  sternly  replied,  that 
if  the  holy  cross  were  not  brought  to  him  on  the  following 
day,  every  prisoner  taken  at  Acres  should  then  be  sacrified. 
The  ambassador  answered,  that  a  compliance  with  this  article 
was  impossible,  because  the  cross  could  not  be  found;  and 
Richard  gave  orders  for  the  immediate  execution  of  sixl^ 
thousand  captives. 

They  were  led  into  the  place  full  even. 
There  they  heard  angels  of  heaven; 
They  said,  **  Seigneures,  tuez,*  tuez! 
Spares  hem  nought,  and  beheadeth  these!*' 
King  Richard  heard  the  angels'  voice. 
And  thanked  God,  and  the  holy  cross. 

The  author  of  the  romance  considerijig  that  murder,  con- 
ducted on  so  grand  a  scale,  at  the  expense  of  unbelievers,  and 
expressly  enjoined  by  angels,  could  not  £ul  of  communicating 
great  pleasure  to  the  reader,  has  here  introduced  the  following 
episodical  description  of  Spring : 

Merry  is,  in  time  of  May, 
When  fowlis  sing  in  her  lay. 
Floweres  on  apple-trees  and  peny;* 
Small  fowlis  sing  merry. 
Ladies  strew  her  bowers 
With  red  roses  and  lilly  dowers. 
Great  joy  is  in  frith*  and  lake; 
Beast  and  bird  plays  with  his  make;  ^ 
The  damiseles  lead  dance; 
Knights  play  with  shield  and  lance; 
In  justs  and  tournaments  they  ride; 
Many  a  case  hem  betide! 
Many  chances,  and  strokes  hard! 
So  befell  to  King  Richard. 

These  "many  chances''  were  the  result  of  an  unfortu- 
nate misunderstanding  with  the  king  of  France.     Richard, 

'Kill.  *  Pear-tree.  •Forest.  «Mate. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BICHABD  CCETTS  BE  XIOK.  319 

it  seems,  at  an  entertainment  whidi  he  gave  to  the  Christian 
porinoes  in  honour  of  the  capture  of  Acres,  had  distributed 
^iw«<g  the  heralds,  diaours^  tabmtrers^  and  tron^foura,  who 
aenunpanied  him,  the  greater  pcurt  of  the  money,  jewels, 
hocaes,  and  fine  robes  which  had  fisLllen  to  his  shore ;  and  had 
bestoiwed  allotments  of  land  on  his  earls  and  barons;  after 
wbidi  he  strongly  urged  to  Philip  the  necessity  of  following 
his  example.  The  advice  was,  perhaps,  very  good:  but  good 
advice  is  an  article  whose  value  is  not  fixed  by  any  known 
rate  of  exchange;  and  Philip,  whose  parsimony  was  not  at  all 
ostentatious,  was  offended  by  this  public  discussion  of  his 
character.  Richard,  however,  no  less  prodigal  of  his  instruc- 
tion than  of  his  money,  continued  to  give  him  a  variety  of 
lessons  for  his  guidance  during  the  campaim  which  was  about 
to  recommence;  insisting,  above  all,  that  he  should  never  be 
fteBpted  by  any  ransom  to  spare  the  life  of  an  unbeliever,  but 
iiMmld  put  to  the  sword  without  hesitation  all  the  Saracens 
whaut  he  riiould  not  be  able  to  convert  to  Christianity.  The 
mnlt  was,  that  Philip  promised  implicit  obedience ;  but  left 
tiie  dimier  with  a  fixed  determination  of  acting,  on  every 
in  direct  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  the  king  a£ 


Sudi,  indeed,  is,  in  the  opinion  of  our  author,  the  general 
dMcaeler  of  Frenchmen. 

The  Prenche  men  be  covetous. 
When  they  sit  at  a  taveme, 
There  they  be  stout  and  stem 
Boastful  wordes  for  to  crack. 
And  of  her  deeds  yelping'  make, 
little  worth  they  are,  and  mickle  proud. 
Fight  they  can  with  wordes  loud, 
And  tell  no  man  is  her  peer; 
But,  when  they  come  to  the  myster,' 
And  see  men  begin  strokes  deal. 
Anon  they  gunne*  to  turn  her  heel; 
And  gunne  to  drawen  in  her  horns. 
As  a  snail  among  the  thorns. 

Philip's  first  expedition  was  against  the  city  of  Taburette, 
of  which  he  formed  the  blockade.    The  Saracens  immediately 

1  BoattiDg.  '  Work,  mitier,  Fr.  •  Begin. 
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offered  terms  of  capitulation,  and  Fliilip  consented  to  accept 
a  ransom  of  one  bezant  per  head  for  the  inhabitants  and  eani- 
son,  on  condition  that  tibcy  should  take  the  oath  of  fesl^  to 
him,  and  display  his  banners  on  the  high  tower  of  the  citadd 
His  stay  in  this  town  was  no  longer  than  was  necessaiy  to 
receive  the  stipulated  tribute;  after  which  he  marched  to 
Archane,  and,  having  collected  a  similar  ransom  from  iti 
inhabitants,  returned  with  great  military  pomp  to  Acres. 

Richard,  having  reviewed  the  remainder  of  t^e  Christian 
army,  found  it  to  consist  of  one  hundred  thousand  cavaliy  and 
ten  thousand  infantry,  besides  the  usual  attendants  on  a  camji. 
Among  the  warriors  who  composed  it  were 

— his  erne*  Henry  of  Champagne, 
And  his  master  Robert  of  Leycettre, 

Robert  de  Toumeham,  Sir  Fulk  Doyley,  Sir  Thomas  Moalton, 
and  Sir  Bertram,  a  valiant  baron  of  Brindisi.  The  king  ha^ 
rangued  the  army,  explaining  to  them  the  object  and  motives 
of  the  war,  and  strictly  enjoined  them  not  to  be  satisfied  witi 
the  apparent  submission  of  an  insidious  enemy,  but  to  put  to 
the  sword,  without  mercy,  all  who  should  refiise  to  onbraee 
Christianity.  He  divided  the  forces  into  three  parts,  for  the 
purpose  of  undertaking  at  the  same  time  the  sieges  of  Sudan 
Surry,  Oi^lyous,  and  Ebedy;  and,  having  taken  to  himself 
the  direction  of  the  first,  intrusted  the  second  to  Moulton,  and 
the  third  to  Doyley. 

Richard,  being  arrived  before  the  city  of  Sudan,  made 
every  apparent  preparation  for  a  regular  siege;  took  pcweB- 
fiion  of  all  the  avenues  to  the  gates ;  brought  his  battering 
engines  to  bear  on  the  walls ;  and  dischai^ed  from  his  cross- 
bows large  flights  of  arrows  upon  the  garrison.  But  a  nearer 
survey  soon  convinced  him  that  the  walls  might  be  saf^y 
attempted  by  escalade.  He  therefore  dispatched  a  body  of 
three  thousand  picked  men,  provided  with  scaling-ladders  of 
an  enormous  size,  to  attempt  a  distant  and  unguarded  part  of 
the  works,  while  he,  by  a  feigned  attack  on  the  principal  gate, 
attracted  the  whole  attention  of  the  garrison.  The  stratagem 
succeeded.  The  Christians  made  their  way  into  the  town 
unperceived,  pressed  forward  towards  the  principal  gate, 
overpowered  ^e  detached  bodies  of  the  enemy  who  success- 

»  Uncle. 
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iT«F^  opposed  them,  and  let  down  the  draw-bridge,  oyer  which 
Bicnard,  who  had  learned  the  success  of  his  contrivance  by 
the  confosion  observed  among  the  besieged,  instantly  made 
bis  way,  attended  by  Sir  Bobert  de  Toumeham,  Robert  of 
Leycester,  and  Sir  Bertram.  The  whole  army  followed,  and 
put  the  entire  garrison  together  with  the  inhabitants  to  the 
sword. 

Sir  Thomas  de  Moulton  was  indebted,  for  his  success 
against  Gastel  Orglyous,  to  the  sagacity  with  which  he  dis- 
covered and  circimivented  a  stratagem  of  the  enemy.  A 
Christian  renegade  arrived  in  the  English  camp  witii  the 

Elausible  story  of  his  having  escaped  from  prison,  to  which  he 
ad  been  confined  on  account  of  his  faith,  and  with  an  offer 
of  introducing  the  assailants,  by  a  secure  and  unsuspected 
avenue,  into  the  town.  Sir  Thomas,  suspecting  his  treachery, 
gave  instant  orders  that  his  ears  should  be  dit,  and  that  he 
eJiould  be  hanged  up  l^  the  heels  in  sight  of  the  enemy; 
when  the  renegade,  fidling  on  his  knees,  confessed  his  inten- 
tion, and  explained  the  project  contrived  for  the  destiiiction 
of  the  Chiistians.  It  seems  that  under  the  draw-bridge  of  the 
town  was  a  pit  of  great  depth;  and  a  trap-door  in  the  bridge 
itself  was  so  contrived  as  to  open  with  the  weight  of  a  man, 
and  to  dose  again  by  a  spring,  after  having  precipitated  the 
assailants  into  me  ab^rss.  The  renegade  added  that  the  Sara- 
cens were  much  afraid  of  the  EngHsh  military  engines,  the 
dreadful  effect  of  which  had  been  fiilly  proved  at  the  siege  of 
Acres:  he  therefore  recommended  that  Sir  Thomas  should 
order  some  great  stones  to  be  discharged  against  the  principal 
buildings,  and  pledged  himself^  if  he  might  be  permitted  to 
re-enter  tiie  town,  he  would  procure  its  immediate  surrender. 
Lastly,  he  humbly  petitioned  that,  if  the  English  should  be- 
come, through  his  means,  masters  of  the  town.  Sir  Thomas 
would  be  pleased  to  grant  him  a  boon;  which  the  general 
graciously  promised.  The  renegade  was  now  dismissed;  the 
discharge  of  the  mangonda  was  ordered;  and  the  success  of 
these  measures  was  soon  evinced  by  the  arrival  of  deputies 
from  the  town  with  offers  of  imconditional  surrender.  Sir 
Thomas  insisted  that  the  treacherous  pit  should  be  imme- 
diately filled,  and  the  draw-bridge  removed ;  and  his  orders 
bdng  readily  obeyed,  he  took  possession  of  tiie  dtadel.  The 
renegade  now  came  forward  to  claim  his  boon;  which  extended 
no  further  than  to  a  request  of  mere  subsistence  4^iring  the 
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Temainder  of  his  Hfe,  which  he  proposed  to  spend  m  Mte  of 
penance  and  contrition.  He  then  received  absoluticm  ifom  t 
priest;  and  Sir  Thomas,  much  edified  by  his  piety,  fiom  tbst 
moment  retained  him  near  his  person. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Saracens,  being  well  aware  that  diey 
should  speedily  be  compelled  to  renounce  their  religion,  had 
laid  a  plot  to  murder  Sir  Thomas  and  all  his  officers  dama^ 
the  night;  and  the  English  having  indulged  too  freely  in 
the  use 

of  bread  and  wine, 

Piment,  dairy,  good  and  fine, 

Of  cranes,  and  swans,  and  venison, 

Patri^es,  plovers,  and  heron. 

Of  larks  and  small  volatile,^— 
were  on  the  point  of  being  sacrificed  to  liie  treachery  of  the 
infidds.  But  the  new  convert,  suspecting  the  design  of  hii 
fimner  associates,  fortunately  detected  the  plot  at  the  moflBOit 
of  its  intended  execution,  and  carried  the  infotmation  to  8ir 
Thomas,  who  revenged  the  attempt  by  the  IndiMsrimiiiale 
slaughter  of  all  the  isJiabitants. 

The  siege  of  Ebedy,  which  had  been  intraated  to  Sir  Folk 
Doyley,  presented  finr  greater  diffieolties,  the  garrison  beb^ 
at  least  equal  in  number  to  the  attacking  army.  The  Bn^^ 
mangonels,  however,  were  so  well  served,  that  the  prineqiti 
towers  were  nearly  ruined;  and  the  breach  amearing  pne- 
ticable,  Sir  Fiilk  ordered  hia  army  to  the  assault.  But  it  ma 
now  discovered  that  the  depth  of  the  ditch,  and  the  height  cf 
the  waUs,  still  presented  an  insuperable  obstacle;  the  assafl- 
ants  were  slaughtered  in  great  numbers,  and  it  became  aeoei- 
sary  to  sound  a  retreat.  Sir  Fulk  then  collected  a  nmnber  of 
fi»cines,  with  which,  and  rubbish,  the  ditch  was  partly  filed; 
the  military  engines  were  brought  nearly  to  the  feet  of  the 
wall;  stones,  arrows,  and  wild  fire  were  discharged  into  tbe 
town ;  and  the  besieged  were  so  efiectually  harassed,  that  fhsf 
at  leng^  resolved  to  attempt  lAieir  deliverance  by  a  battle  in 
the  open  field,  rather  than  encounter  Ihe  risk  of  bemff  buiisd 
under  the  ndns  of  their  city.  They  therefore  aalliea  out  in 
such  numbers  as  to  astonish  the  English  oomman' 
There  they  rode,  all  uie  earth 
Under  their  horse'  feet  it  qiKik»  :* 
Sir  FqBe  bfteld,  and  ganto  lofk. 
1  FlyliighMi.  «  Shookr 
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His  Httle  anny  looked  also  with  much  attention,  and  aome 
alarm,  at  the  militaiy  pomp  of  sixty  amirala,  and  a  far- 
stretdbed  body  of  brilliant  cavalry,  whose  nimibers,  when 
computed  by  their  fear,  amounted  to  at  least  eighty  thousand. 
Bat  Sir  Fulk,  ha^dng  represented  to  them  that  victory  is  in 
the  hands  of  Heaven,  fell  on  his  knees,  and  after  a  short 
pn^er,  in  which  he  was  joined  by  the  troops,  seizing  the 
moment  of  their  enthusiasm,  led  ihem  on  to  battle.     The 
Saracens,  whose  general  Sir  Arcade  was  killed  by  Sir  Fulk, 
weie  at  length  routed;  their  retreat  towards  the  town  was 
intercepted;  and  such  as  escaped  the  swords  of  the  soldiers 
were  knocked  down  and  killed  by  the  ''foot-folk  and  simple 
knaves"  of  the  English  camp,  who  displayed  great  activity  in 
destroying  and  stripping  the  fugitives: 
No  man  would  the  dogs  bury; 
Christian  men  rested,  and  made  hem  merry; 
Of  good  wine  ilk  nmn  drank  a  draught, 
And  when  that  they  heart  had  caught, 
Cooled  hem,  and  keeped  her  state. 
Anon  they  broke  the  town  gate. 
Here,  of  course,  the  slaughter  recommenced.    Men,  women, 
and  children,  were  indiscriminately  put  to  death,  and  ike 
town  given  up  to  pillage;  after  which  Sir  Fulk,  having  left  a 
garrison  in  the  place,  marched  to  join  Sir  Thomas  at  Castel 
Orglyous,  and  proceeded  with  him  to  the  royal  army  at  Sudan 
Surry,  from  whence  they  returned  with  Bichard  to  the  general 
rendezvous  at  Acres. 

It  vras  requisite  to  spend  some  time  in  this  oity  for  the  pur- 
pose of  curing  the  wounded,  and  of  recruiting  the  strength  of 
the  axmy  after  their  fieitigues;  and  the  interval  was  employed 
in  feasts  in  honour  of  their  victories.     At  one  of  these  enter- 
tainments, Eichard  proposed  that  each  general  should  relate 
the  events  of  the  expedition  he  comxoanded;  and  set  the 
examflLB  by  reciting  the  slaughter  of  the  infidels  at  Sudan 
Suny.     Sir  Thomas  and  Sir  Folk  no  less  successfully  vindi- 
cated themselves  from  any  imputation  of  remorse  or  pity  for 
ihe  vanquished  Saxacena;  the  latter  observing, 
"  Qayned*  hem  no  mercy  cry : 
What  should  do^es  do  but  die? 
AH  the  folk  hopped  hoad-lesa;' 
In  this  manner  I  made  peace." 
>  Itcnoled  than.  *  Without  their  heads. 

T  2 
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Tlie  king  of  France  next  told  of  his  having  reduced  te 
towns  of  Taburette  and  Archane ;  but  when  he  was  forced  to 
confess  that  both  places  were  inhabited  by  infidels,  he  ms 
seyerely  rebuked  by  Richard,  who  represented  to  him  fbat 
his  newly  acquired  subjects  would  soon  be  seen  among  the 
foremost  of  his  enemies;  and  that,  for  the  gratification  of  hii 
own  avarice,  he  had,  by  his  pretended  mercy,  endangered  iht 
success  of  the  common  cause.  A  new  expedition  was  ncnr 
underteken  against  both  towns;  and  at  bolh  Philip  in$ 
reoeived,  as  Bichard  had  predicted,  with  contem]^  and  de- 
fiance: but  the  French  army  was  now  accompanied  by  thtt 
of  ihe  English,  and  of  aU  the  Christian  powers;  and  the 
resistance  of  the  Saracen  garrisons  only  led  to  their  utter 
destruction. 

Philip,  though  he  partook  lar^ly  of  the  profit,  had  Me 
share  in  the  glory  of  this  expedition;  and  his  wounded  pride 
led  him  to  thwart,  on  eveij  future  occasion,  the  measures  of 
lus  too  illustrious  rival.  Ilus  disxmion  of  the  chie&  was  soon 
manifested  by  its  consequences. 

The  united  army  next  proceeded  towards  Cayphas,  fdlow- 
ing  the  sea-coast,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  l^e  necesnij 
supplies  by  water. 

Against  hem  comen  her  navey, 
CoggesS  and  dromounds,  many  gaUey, 
Barges,  schoutes,  trayeres  fele*. 
That  were  chained  with  all  weal. 
With  armour,  and  with  other  vitail. 
That  nothing  in  the  host  ^ould  fiul. 
The  weather  was  intensely  hot;  their  mardi,  it  ahoold 
seem,  rather  disorderly ;  and  this  disorder  was  much  increased 
by  an  accident. 

Thorough  a  cart,  that  was  Hubert's  Gautixe, 
That  was  set  al  in  a  mire. 
Saladin,  always  watchful  and  enterprising,  had  folloired 
the  Christdans  at  no  great  distance  with  a  chosen  body  of 
cavalry,  and  being  informed  by  his  spies  of  their  temponiy 
confusion,  instanUy  fell  like  lightning  on  their  rear-gnaro, 
routed  it  with  great  slaughter,  and  nearly  accomplished  tiie 
defeat  of  the  whole  army.  Richard,  with  the  gallant  Langue- 
etpie^  hastened  to  the  spot,  and,  after  performing  prodigies  of 

^  A  vessel  of  which  the  name  still  may  be  traced  in  the  tenn  eodt-MU 
Biiky'BDict  *  Schnyts,  and  many  long-bQali. 
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T&lour,  rallied  the  fugitiTes,  and  enabled  them  to  make  head 
against  the  enemy.  But  the  heat  of  the  weather,  and  the 
donds  of  dust,  which  a  acorching  wind  drove  full  in  their 
ftoes,  was  more  destructive  than  Uie  sword  of  the  Saracens. 
The  king,  almost  exhausted  by  fatigue,  began  to  despair  of 
success, — 

On  his  knees  he  gan  down  fall; 
"  Help!"  to  Jesu  he  gan  call,— 
"  For  love  of  thy  mo^er  Mary !" 

And,  as  I  find  in  his  story, 

He  saw  come  St.  George  the  knight, 

Upon  a  steed  good  and  light. 

In  arms  white  as  the  flour. 

With  a  cross  of  red  colour. 

All  that  he  met  in  that  stound, 

Horse  and  man,  went  to  ground, 

And  the  wind  gan  wax  lythe.' 
A  succour  so  miraculous  and  opportune  instantly  restored 
the  strength  and  spirits  of  the  Christians.  Richard,  LouKue- 
epee.  Sir  Bertram,  and  Sir  Bobert  Toumeham  united -Uieir 
efforts:  the  Saracens  were  forced  to  give  way,  and  ultimately 
fled  in  confusion,  with  the  loss  of  £eir  best  troops,  to  Hie 
mountains  of  Nazareth;  and  the  allied  army,  resuming  their 
march,  arrived  in  safety  at  Cayphas,  where  tiiey  celebrated  a 
solemn  thanksgiving  in  honour  of  their  victory. 

On  the  foUowing  day  the  Christians  pursued  their  route  to 
the  city  of  Palestine,  where  they  encamped  to  wait  for  their 
provisions.  The  fleet  was  most  unfortunately  delaved  by 
various  accidents ;  and  Saladin  took  advantage  of  this  mterval 
to  dismantle  all  the  fortified  places  in  the  district,  for  the 
purpose  of  confining  them  to  the  coast,  firom  the  want  of 
secure  magazines.  The  romance  enumerates  the  castles  of 
Mirabel,  CUaphyne,  Seracye,  Arsour,  Ja£^  Touroun,  Castle- 
Pikrim,  La  Fere,  St.  Geoige  de  Eeyne,  together  with  the 
walls  of  Bethlem  and  Jerusalem;  the  only  places  spared  being 
Maiden-castle,  and  the  castle  of  Aukesland.  After  these 
measures  the  sultan  dispatched  messengers  to  Richard,  invi- 
tii^  him  to  decide  the  campaign  by  a  decisive  battle  in  the 
plam  of  Arsour;  and  the  ch^enge  was  accepted  without 
hesitation. 

This  important  conflict  is  described  more  circumstantially 
>  Soft;weiJc.  A.S. 
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tiian  intelligibly.     The  Saracen  forces,  drawn  from  all  ports 
of  Saladin's  eztensiTe  empire, 

Of  mo  lands  than  any  can  tell. 

Save  He  that  made  heaven  and  hcll, 
was  seen  to  descend  in  ^bcee  divisions  fix>m  1^  monntaiiis, 
and  to  overspread  a  vast  extent  of  country.     Each  division 
contained  sixty  thousand  men: 

Her  armour  fiired  al  as  it  brent! 

Three  thousand  Turks  came  at  the  last 

With  bow-Turkeys,  and  arrow-blast'. 

A  thousand  tabours,  and  yet  mo, 

All  at  once  they  smtten  tho. 

,  All  the  earth  donied'  hem  under ! 
Richard,  in  imitation  of  Saladin,  fbimcd  his  army  also  in 
three  divisions;  the  first,  consisting  of  the  Knights  Templais 
and  Hospitalers,  being  led  by  Jaques  Devavns,  and  John  de 
Neles;  the  second  by  tixe  duke  of  Bu]^:undy  and  the  cari  of 
Boulogne;  and  the  tiurd  by  himself,  wi&  Dcr^ley,  Tonneham, 
and  the  earls  of  Salisbury  and  Leycester. 

The  battle  oommienced  by  a  f liurious  charge  of  Hie  EjugUs 
Templars;  but  Jaques  Devayns,  attended  only  by  his  two 
sons,  being  carried  too  fer  by  his  im{>etaosity,  was  suddenly 
surroimdea,  and  cut  off  from  the  possibility  of  retreat  llie 
gallant  veteran,  being  ably  seconded  by  his  sons,  fought  wiA 
so  much  desperation  that  the  bodies  were  fbund  alter  the 
battle  surrounded  by  those  of  mne-and^-twent^r  Saraoeas. 
Bichard  no  sooner  learnt  the  danger  of  the  Christian  chief 
than  he  hastened  to  his  rescue,  broke  timragh  the  rankB  of 
the  enemy,  and  finding  that  he  had  anived  too  kite,  w» 
animated  with  such  a  desire  of  vengeance  as  seemed  to  double 
his  usual  prowess : 

Of  my  tale  be  not  a-wonder'd! 

The  French  says  he  slew  an  hundred 

(Whereof  is  made  this  English  saw) 

Or  he  rested  him  any  thraw*. 

Him  followed  many  an  English-  kmght. 

That  eagerly  holp  him  for  to  fight; 

And  laid  on,  as  they  were  wode, 

Till  valleys  rannen  all  of  blood— • 

Many  a  man  there  slew  other; 

Many  a  Saracen  lost  there  his  brotiier, 
1  An  engine  for  propelling  arrow*.     *  IXnned,  Bounded.     *  l^* 
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And  many  of  the  Heathen  hounds 

With  her  teeth  gnew  on  the  grounda. 

"Br  the  blood  upon  the  grass 

lllen  might  see  where  Richard  was! — 

Bix  tiiousand  and  seyen  score 

At  once  he  drove  him  before, 

Up  against  an  high  clifP; 

They  fled  as  deer  that  had  be  drive ; 

And^  for  dread  of  King  Richard, 

Off  the  cliff  they  flew  downward. 

And  all  to-brast*  horse  and  men. 

That  never  none  com  to  life  of  hem. 

The  rout  now  became  general.  Saladin  himself  fled  from 
the  field  in  despair,  and  was  pursued  by  Richard;  who, 
finding  his  horse  unequal  to  the  speed  of  his  enemy,  seized  a 
bow  from  a  foot  soldier,  and,  directing  an  arrow  against  the 
sultan,  wounded  him  in  the  shoulder.  Sixty  thousand  Sara- 
cens fell  in  this  battle,  and  tlieir  camp  was  pillaged  by  the 
Christians. 

King  Richard  took  the  pavillouns, 

Of  sendal,  and  of  cyclatoun*. 

They  were  riiape  of  castel»; 

Of  gold  and  silver  the  penoels. 

Mfluoy  were  the  fiur  geat 

Thereon  were  written,  and  wild  beast, 

Tigers^  dcagons,  lions,  leopard: 

All  this  wan  the  kin^  Richard; 

Bounden  cofiBos,  and  great  mails', 

He  had  there  wiihouten  tales. 

Of  treaaux*  they  had  so  mickle  wone^, 

They  wist  no  where  their  good  to  done.' 

After  the  bat(ie  tiie  army  rested  at  Arsour,  and  RLchaid*s 
first  care  was  to  discover  tiie  body  of  the  heroic  Devayns, 
which  be  immediately  sent  off  imder  the  care  of  Sir  Gautier, 
chief  of  the  Hospitalers,  to  be  interred  with  all  due  honours 
at  Jeroaalem. 

It  was  now  determined  to  attempt,  without  further  delay, 
the  siege  of  Nineveh ;  but  intelligence  being  received  that  the 
Saraeens  were  assembling  in  great  numbers  in  the  plain  of 

i  Bent,  pflrialMd.     *  A  rick  Oriental  stoff.     •  Boxes,  packages,  Pr. 
^  Fknty.  ^  Knew  not  where  to  place  their  goods. 
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Odoh,  it  became  necessary  to  defeat  them  in  the  fiist  instanoe. 
Kichard,  dividing  the  Christiaus  into  four  parts,  directed  them 
to  take  different  routes,  so  as  to  arrive  on  the  field  and  make 
their  attack  on  four  opposite  points :  he  also  ordered  them  to 
display  only  the  Saracen  standards  which  they  had  captured 
in  the  field  of  Arsour.  By  this  stratagem  the  enemy  were 
completely  surprised  and  routed,  excepting  a  small  body, 
which,  not,  being  pressed  with  sufficient  vigour  by  Philip  s 
division,  retreated  in  good  order  to  Nineveh. 

The  siege  of  that  city  ,was  nert  undertaken;  and  the  mili- 
tary engines  being  brought  up  to  the  walls,  the  mangonels 
began  to  cast  stones,  and  at  the  same  time 

Arrowblast  of  vys,^  with  quarrell, 
With  staff-slings  that  smite  well. 
With  trepegettes'  they  slungen  also; 
That  wrought  hem  full  midde  wo! 
And  blew  wild  fire  in  trumpes  of  gin 
To  mickle  sorrow  to  hem  within. 

But  these  tardy  operations  were  soon  suspended  by  a  pro- 
posal from  the  garrison,  to  which  King  Richard  most  joymllj 
oonsented;  viz.,  that  the  fate  of  the  place  and  of  its  depen- 
dencies should  be  decided  by  a  combat  between  three  Saiaoen 
and  three  Christian  champions.  Sir  Archolyn,  Sir  Coudyr- 
bras,  and  Sir  Calabre  were  respectively  opposed  to  Ricfaaizdv 
Sir  Thomas  Toumeham,  and  Sir  Fulk  Doyley,  and  had  tbe 
honour  of  contestiog,  for  a  short  time,  the  victoir  with  the 
three  bravest  knights  in  the  world.  The  issue  of  tne  combat, 
however,  proved  fiital  to  the  Mahometan  champions;  the  city 
was  surrendered;  and  the  garrison  and  inhabitants,  who  bad 
been  spectators  of  the  batde,  being  convinced  that  the  best 
religion  was  that  which  conferred  militazr  superiority,  came 
in  crowds  to  be  baptized,  and  to  follow  the  standard  of  the 
conquerors. 

Saladin,  in  the  mean  time,  had  retreated  to  Babylon,  where 
he  again  assembled  a  vast  army;  but,  being  surprised  by  the 
sudden  march  of  his  enemies,  was  unexpectedly  besieged  by 
them  in  his  capital.  The  Christians,  well  aware  of  ttie  ad* 
vantage  of  attacking  him  in  a  position  where  his  cavalry  was 
perfectly  useless,  lost  no  time  in  completing  the  blodiade. 

^  ArbalSte  ii  m,  Fr.  a  cross-bow,  the  string  of  wbldi  wm  dntwn  bj  a 
soeir.  >  A  species  of  catapults. 
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Richard,  always  inde&tigable,  harassed  the  besieged  by  con- 
stant night  attacks,  in  which  the  flights  of  quarrells  and  ar- 
TOWS  firom  his  engines  did  great  execution;  and,  during  the 
day,  employed  his  mangonels  to  beat  down  the  outworks  and 
apintjaches  to  the  city.  In  short,  the  romancer  assures  us 
that  the  destruction  of  Saladin  and  his  whole  army  would 
haTe  been  imayoidable,  had  not  FhiLip  been  bribed  by  the 
vast  treasures  sent  by  the  besi^d  to  withdraw  his  forces, 
under  pretence  of  wanting  provisions,  and  thus  to  prevent  the 
continuation  of  the  blockade. 

Saladin,  being  thus  enabled  to  meet  his  enemy  once  more 
in  the  field,  sent  a  messenger  to  offer  battle ;  and  at  the  same 
time  a  challenge  to  King  Richard,  to  meet  him  in  single  com- 
bat in  £ront  of  the  two  armies,  for  the  purpose  of  deciding 
their  respective  pretensions,  and  of  ascertaining  whether 
**  Jesus  or  Jupiter"  was  the  more  powerful  divinity.  The 
challenge  was  accompanied  by  the  offer  of  a  war-horse,  &r 
superior  in  strength  and  activity  to  Favel  of  Cvprus  or  Lyard 
of  Pxys,  (the  &vourite  horses  of  Richard,)  which  it  was  pro- 
posed that  he  should  ride  on  the  occasion. 

It  seems  that  a  necromancer,  a  '^  noble  clerk,"  had  con- 
jured two  ^'  strong  fiends  of  the  air "  into  the  likeness  of  a 
mare  and  her  colt;  and  that  the  younger  devil  had  received 
instructions  to  kneel  down  and  suck  his  dam,  as  often  as  she, 
by  neighing,  should  give  him  a  signal  for  the  purpose.  Such 
an  attitude  could  not  but  prove  very  inconvenient  to  his 
rider,  who  would  thus  be  nearly  at  tiie  mercy  of  his  anta- 
gonist; and  it  was  hoped  that  Saladin,  being  mounted  on 
the  mare,  would  obtain  an  easy  victory.  Richard,  ignorant 
of  this  conspiracy  against  his  life  and  honour,  readily  ac- 
cepted all  the  conditions ;  the  horse  vras  sent  on  the  morning 
of  the  battle  to  the  Christian  camp;  and  the  hopes  of  the 
fiend  and  of  the  Sultan  seemed  on  the  point  of  being  realized. 

But,  during  the  preceding  night,  an  angel  had  appeared  to 
the  Christian  hero;  had  rektea  the  machinations  of  the  Sa- 
xaoens ;  had  piven  him  full  instructions  for  the  management 
of  his  diabohcal  steed;  and  had  presented  to  him  a  spear- 
head, which  no  armour,  however  enchanted,  was  able  to  resist. 
At  the  first  dawn  of  day  the  hostile  armies  began  to  form  in 
order  of  battle.  That  of  the  Saracens,  occupying  an  extent 
of  ten  miles  in  front,  threatened  to  suxround  we  inferior 
IbroeB  of  the  Christians; 
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Ab  show liggescm  ths momrtMiws 

Be4ielied*  were  hiHs  and  plainB, 

With  hauberk  bright  and  hehnea  denr. 

Of  tnunpes  and  of  tabouiitt 

To  hear  the  noise  it  wu  w(mdert 

As  though  the  earth  above  and  under 

Should  fidlen,  so  &ied  the  sound! 
Richard,  however,  perfectij  indifferent  about  €b»  nomben 
ofthe  infidels,  pomted  them  out  to  his  tzeops  aa  a  nudtitade 
of  victims  whom  heaven  had  destined  to  sacrifioe;  and,  calfing' 
£oc  his  arms  and  hone,  immediately  prepared  for  betdek 

The  fiend  hone  being  led  forth,  the  king,  in  oonlbmiljf  t» 
the  angel's  instruotions,  conjured  him«  in  the  name  of  tte 
Trinity,  to  submit  to  his  guidance  in  the  battle;  and  the  fiend 
having  shaken  hia  head  in  token  of  aoqnieecenee,  be  ordered 
that  the  creature's  ean  should  be  closely  stopped  with  wax, 
and  that  he  should  be  caparisoned  in  the  manner  preaeribed 
by  Ihe  messenger  ai  Heaven. 

The  reins  of  his  bridle,  the  empper,  the  girtli8>  and  fiia 
peytrel,*  were  of  steel  chain;  the  saddle4x»w8  were  of  iroa, 
and  supported  two  hooks,  by  which  was  fixed  a  pondenoB 
beam  of  wood,  forty  feet  in  length,  lying  acroaa  tlie  hone*8 
mane,  and  intended  to  bear  down,  at  every  evolutimi  of  the 
animal,  whatsver  body  of  enemiaB  might  attempt  to  oppose 
his  progress.  From  the  lower  part  of  the  saddle-bows  wen 
suspended  on  one  side  the  finmidaX^  battle-axe,  always  so 
filial  to  the  Saracens,  and  on  the  other  a  braaen  club.  Hie 
king,  arrayed  in  Bi^intB  of  atsel,  whidii  were  again  ooverod  by 
a  complete  coat  of  mail;  his  hebnet  surmounted  by  the  dove 
perching  on  a  cross,  the  flppibol  of  the  Holy  Ohost;  his  AiM, 
einblaaonedwilk  time  leopards,  on  his  shouldor;  andbeaiiag 
in  his  hand  the  spear,  on  whose  point  was  engiaven  the  hol^ 
name  of  Qod,  only  waited  till  the  terms  of  the  battle  between 
himself  and  Saladin  should  be  pdblicly  read,  and  assented  to 
by  both,  parties;  and  then,  qvringing  into  the  saddle,  set  qpois 
to  his  steed,  and  fiew  with  the  rapidity  of  li|j>tniiig  to  the 
enoouuter. 

Sahidin,.  throwing  his  i^eld  before  him,  rvehed  to  the 

char|;e  with. equal  impetuosity;  but  as-  he  trusted  prinoipaOf 

to  his  mare,  he  was  unwiUmg  to  encumber  himself  with  a 

spaac^  and  only  bora  im  his  hand  a  broad  soymitar,  with  vi^idi 

1  Covered.  Sax.  *  PoitraO^  Vt.  hnut  plate. 
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1x8  propofled  to  cut  off  iiio  head,  of  his  poostnto  oneiny.  Tlie 
maae,  indeed,  exerted  henelf  to  the  utmost:  die  shook  with 
violenoe  the  xnimberkfls  hells  willi  -which  her  bridle  and 
houfiiiigs  were  oonqilately  covered^  and  nei§^d  with  all  her 
might;  but  the  colt-fiend,  whose  ears  were  closely  stopped, 
was  insensible  to  a  noise^  which  ahnost  deafened  both  armies. 
Far  fiom  relaxing,  he  seemed  to  increase  his  speed,  and  met 
his  unfiMTtuiate  dam  with  a  shock  which  she  was  not  all  pre- 
pared to  resist. 

Her  girth  and  bndle  instantly  burst;  she  rolled  on  the 
plain:  at  the  same  time  the  spear  of  Richard'  passed  through 
the  serpent  painted  ou  the  sultan's  shield,  penetrated  his  ar- 
mour and  part  of  the  shoulder,  and  threw  hun,  with  his  heels 
in  the  air,  to  a  distance  on  the  plain.  Richard,  without 
further  trembling  hioiiself  about  the  sultan,  or  his  mare,  rode 
at  full  speed  into  ihe  midst  of  the  Saracen  phalanx;  overset 
with  his  beam  twenty  unbelieyers  on  each  side  of  his  saddle; 
and,  whirling  his  battle-axe,  beheaded  or  clove  to  the  chine 
every  enemy  withia  his  reach.  The  earl  of  Salisbury,  Doyley, 
Tonzneham,  and  his  other  bmve  kni^ts  closely  followed,  and 
aaaistod  in  dissipating  such  of  the  enemy  as  ventored  to  re- 
sist; and  Philip,  with  hia  Frenchmen,,  valiantly  assailed  the 


I  rout  soon  became  genenal: 

To  tell  the  sootii  in  all  things. 
In  the  Gest  as  we  find, 
That  mo  than  sixty  thousind 
Of  empty  steeds  abouten  yode 
Up  to  the  fetlocks  in  blood. 
In  the  mean  time*  the  citizens  o£  Babylcm,  seeing  from  their 
walls  the  defeat  of  their  countrymen,  opened  their  gates  to 
Ihe  victors;  and  Saladin,  when  recovered  from  his  fall,  seeing 
that  all  was  lost,  set  spurs  to  his  mare,  and  escaped  into  a 
tfaiek  wood,  where  Ridiard,  encumbered  by  hie  beamv  was 
nnaUe  to  follow  him. 

Of  the  inhabitants  of  Babylon  the  greater  number  consented ' 
to  be  baptiEod:  those  who  refbsed  were,  as  usual,  ^t  to  the 
BWOgA;  and  the  riches  found  in  the  town  were  distributed 
among  the  conquerors,  who,  after  a  fortnight  speot  in  feasts 
and  rejoicing,  proceeded  oa  their  mardi  towards  Jerusalem, 
the  reduction  of  which  aeenad  to  pnmnfle  do  considerable 
diflBculty. 
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But  the  jealousy  subsistiiig  betweoi  the  rival  monaidis  of 
France  and  England  broke  out  at  this  time  into  an  open  and 
irreconcileable  quarrel.  Philip  haughtily  insisted  uiat  the 
city  of  Jerusalem,  by  whomsoever  it  might  be  taken,  should 
be  delivered  to  him  as  chief  of  the  Christian  army.  Richaid 
tauntingly  replied  that  he  must,  in  that  case,  undertake  the 
siege  with  lus  own  army.  The  dispute  was  oontinued  in 
public,  and  in  terms  of  mutual  insult ;  and  Philip  nltimatplr 
put  an  end  to  it  by  withdrawing  from  the  confederacy.  Hie 
oifferent  Christian  chiefs  took  part  in  the  dissension;  and 
Richard,  at  the  head  of  a  discontented  and  divided  army,  pro- 
ceeded to  Jaffii;  which,  considering  it  as  the  key  of  Palesdne, 
he  fortified  with  the  utmost  care,  and  provided  with  a  nmne- 
rous  and  select  garrison. 

From  hence  the  army  proceeded  to  Chaloyn,  which  also  it 
was  judged  expedient  to  fortify.  Here,  for  the  purpose  of 
hastening  the  works,  Richard  and  the  most  zealous  chieft  of 
the  Christians  took  their  share  of  the  common  labour,  by  cur- 
rying to  the  works  the  supply  of  stone  and  mortar  required 
l^  i^e  masons ;  while  the  adherents  of  Philip  expressed  their 
regret  for  his  absence  by  a  studied  indifference  to  the  progress 
of  the  work,  and  by  a  refusal  of  all  co-operation.  One  of 
these,  the  duke  of  Austria,  being  one  day  met  by  King  Bichazd 
and  reproached  for  his  sloth,  tauntingly  replied, — 
''  My  fitther  nas'  mason  ne  carpenter. 

And,  though  your  walls  should  all  to-shake,* 

I  shall  never  help.hem  to  make ! " 
The  English  monarch,   never  very  enduring,  was  now 
incensed  to  the  utmost  pitch  of  fury. 

The  duke  with  his  foot  he  smot 

Against  the  breast,  Qod  it  wot. 

That  on  a  stone  he  him  overthrew ; 

It  was  evil  done,  hv  Saint  Matfaew ! 
He  at  the  same  time  ordered  him  to  depart  instantly,  vi^ 
his  vassals,  from  the  Christian  camp,  threatening  to  break  his 
standard  and  throw  it  into  the  nver ;  and  while  the  duke 
retired,  muttering  projects  of  vengeance  which  he  afterwards 
too  successfully  executed,  Richard  continued  to  follow  him 
with  imprecations,  exclaiming — 

-^—  with  Toioe  full  steep, 
**  Home!  shrew!  coward!  and  sleep! 
'  Was  not  '  Shake  in  pieces. 
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Come  no  more,  in  no  wise, 
Never  eft  in  God's  service!" 

The  duke  of  Burgundy,  the  earl  of  Boulogne,  and  all  the 
**folk  of  France,"  having  withdrawn  themselves  with  the 
duke  of  Austria,  the  Christian  army  was  much  reduced  in 
numbers :  but  this  diminution  was  in  some  measure  compen- 
sated by  greater  zeal  and  unanimity ;  and  Richard  was  still 
able  to  persevere  with  success  in  his  plan  of  oflTensive  opciu- 
tions.  He  surprised,  at  Castle  Albary,  a  considerable  maga- 
sdne  belonging  to  the  Saracens.  He  then  assaulted  Castle 
Daroun ;  the  garrison  of  which,  after  an  obstinate  defence, 
set  fire  to  their  stores  and  retreated  into  the  citadeL  Richard, 
not  wishing  to  preserve  the  phice,  completed  the  conflagra- 
tion ;  so  that  the  enemy,  being  surrounded  by  flames,  were 
compelled  to  surrender  at  discretion. 

^s  next  expedition  was  against  Gahys;  his  entry  into 
which  was  marked  by  a  very  singular  adventure.  The  gover- 
nor, it  seems,  had  been  in  his  youth  distinguished  for  his 
military  prowess,  but  was  now  incapacitated  by  age  and  infir- 
mity firom  conducting  the  defence  of  the  place  against  such 
an  adversary  as  was  preparing  to  attack  him.  He  therefore 
had  recourse  to  the  following  stratagem,  founded  on  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  Richard's  character : — He  ordered  the  citizens 
to  erect,  in  the  most  conspicuous  part  of  the  town,  a  colossal 
statue  of  marble ;  to  put  a  crown  on  its  head ;  to  salute  it 
wilii  aU  the  honours  usually  paid  to  himself;  and,  if  ques- 
tioned concerning  their  governor,  to  declare  that  they  had  no 
other  than  Mahoun,  Apolyn,  and  the  statue.  At  tiie  same 
time  be  directed  that  the  gates  of  the  town  should  be  opened 
at  the  first  summons  of  the  Christians. 

The  event  was  such  as  he  had,  probably,  foreseen.  Richard, 
astonished  at  the  immediate  surrender  of  a  place  where  he 
had  expected  a  long  resistance,  immediately  inquired  after 
the  governor ;  and,  finding  that  it  was  a  statue,  felt  an  irre- 
8ist£le  propensity  to  fight  with  that  statue. 

*'  O  Saracens!"  said  Richard,  ''without  fail. 
Of  your  lord  I  have  mervail ! 
If  I  may,  thorough  my  Lord  so  good. 
That  bought  us  all  upon  the  rood, 
With  a  shiaft  break  his  neck  asunder, 
And  ye  may  see  that  great  wonder. 
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Will  ye  leve  all  upon  my  Lofd  ?  " 
*'  Yea! "  they  saiden  at  oae  ivord. 
He  then  took  his  stronsest  spear,  which,  as  a  fordier  pie- 
caution,  was  strengthened  with  plates  of  iron;  leaped  <m 
Favel  of  Cyprus ;  took  his  distance ;  char^  his  marble  anta- 
gonist  at  full  speed ;  struck  him  in  the  midst  of  the  fiuse,  and 
beat  off  his  head,  which  crushed  two  Saracens  by  its  M. 
The  citizens  were  all  baptized ;  the  real  governor  was  pro- 
duced, and  rewarded  for  the  joke  by  the  restoration  of  his 


The  Christians  now  returned  to  Chaloyn,  from  whence  they 
marched  against  Castle  Le£ftmyde,  the  garriscm  of  nhiA 
abandoned  it  on  their  approach,  and  then  won  by  aasault  l2ie 
post  of  Gybelin,  formerly  occupied  by  the  Templars  and  Hos- 
pitalers, and  distinguished  by  the  birth  of  St.  Anne.  Hoe 
lUchard  was  met  by  messengers  from  England,  who  infonned 
him  that  his  brother  John,  having  expelled  the  ^Iiot/^Iw 
from  the  government,  was  preparing  to  seize  the  crown,  bat 
he  disbelieved  the  intelligence,  and  continued  his  progreai  to 
Bethany,  where,  as  usual,  he  exterminated  a  number  <^  unbe- 
lievers. A  confirmation  of  the  former  news  having  met  bim 
at  this  place,  he  be^n  to  think  seriously  of  returning  to  fas 
dominions :  being  informed,  however,  by  a  Saracen  dqi^trre, 
that  a  convoy  of  two  thousand  camels  laden  with  treasoie, 
and  escorted  by  a  large  body  of  troops,  were  passing  to  Sak- 
din's  camp,  he  put  himself  at  the  head  of  a  few  choeen  knigfats, 
and  overtook  the  enemy  before  day-break ;  but,  fliflftftining  to 
take  advantage  of  a  surprise,  waited  for  them  in  battle  ansT, 
attacked  and  dispersed  the  escort,  and  carried  off  the  whole 
convoy  to  Bethany; 

Here  he  was  met  by  the  bishop  of  Chester,  and  the  abbot 
of  St.  Albans,  who  had  been  deputed  by  the  barons  to  state  to 
him  the  rebeUion  of  his  brother,  and  the  irruption  of  T\aSif 
into  Normandy.  Richard  therefore  was  compelled  to  prepaze 
'fbr  his  departure ;  but,  being  anxious  for  the  friture  sacoess 
of  the  Christians,  left  at  Jaffa  a  chosen  garrison  of  fifteen 
thousand  men,  oommanded  by  ofiioers  on  whom  he  oooH 
safely  rely,  together  with  provisions  snffioieDt  to  secure  them 
against  aU  dooger  from  a  Uockade ;  after  which  he  repaired 
to  Acre,  where  be  meant  to  station  the  remainder  of  his  army 
until  his  return,  when  he  hoped  to  achieve  ike  original  olject 
of  the  enterprise. 
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The  news  of  his  intended  departure  was  carried  to  Saladin 
at  a  moment  when  that  monardi,  incensed  at  the  loss  of  his 
treasm«,  had  colleoted  an  ahnost  innumerable  army  for  the 
pnxpose  of  revenging  his  loss  and  crushing  the  enemy  at  one 
blow.  He  might  have  insured  the  success  of  his  operations 
by  waiting  for  the  absence  of  his  formidable  antagonist :  but 
Jaffii,  already  well  fortified,  and  garrisoned  by  a  little  army, 
mi^it  in  a  short  time  be  rendered  ahnost  impregnable; 
whereas,  if  it  were  now  recovered,  all  the  future  efforts  of  the 
CSaristians  to  obtain  possession  of  Palestine  woidd  be  rendered 
nugatory. 

The  author  of  the  romance  has  exerted  all  his  powers  in 
giving  importance  to  this  great  and  final  confiict.  He  has 
ushered  in  his  description  by  a  separate  prologue,  in  which 
he  introduces  all  the  heroes  of  real  and  £j[)ulous  history,  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  asserting  the  superiority  of  his  favourite 
Bidiard.  The  Saracens,  he  says,  occt^ed  a  space  of  twenty 
miles  in  length  by  five  in  dcptn ;  the  whole  horizon  gleamed 
with  the  bl^  of  their  weapons,  and  it  appeared 

As  it  had  fro  heaven  light 

Among  the  swords  that  were  so  bright. 

Ibe  Christians  in  Ja£b,  though  assailed  by  such  a  countless 
multitude,  defended  themselves  w^  vigour  and  effect ;  they 
made  a  dreadful  carnage  among  the  besiegera;  but  '4t  &red,'* 
says  the  romance,  "  as  they  ont  of  the  ground  were  waxeriy* 
and  the  traces  of  slaughter  were  instantly  effiused  by  the  influx 
of  fresh  combatants.  The  garrison,  covered  with  the  blood 
of  their  enemies,  and  exhausted  by  iatigne,  were  at  length 
compelled  to  retire  into  the  citadel,  from  whence,  under  cover 
of  the  ni^t,  they  dispatched  messengers  to  Richard  with  an 
account  of  their  satuation.  The  king,  conceiving  the  report 
of  the  messengers  to  be  much  exaggerated,  contented  himself 
with  sending  a  strong  detachment  to  their  relief  under  the 
command  of  his  nephew,  Henry  of  Champagne ;  but  the  duke 
had  no  sooner  beheld  the  numbero  of  the  Saracens'  army,  than 
he  xetuzned  with  precipitation, 

And  said,  '*  he  ne  saw  never,  ne  heard 

In  all  this  wide  middeUerd,^ 

Halfin-deal*  the  people  of  men. 

That  Saladtn  bas,  \fy  down  and  den. 
iBttUuStt.  •HaU. 
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"  No  tongue/'  he  said,  *'may  hem  teH! 

I  ween  they  oomen  out  of  hell ! " 

Then  answered  King  Richard, 
"  Fy!  a  debles!  *  vile  coward! 

Shall  I  neyer,  by  God  above, 

Trusten  unto  French-man's  love?" 

After  maMng  the  duke  responsible  for  all  the  inconveni* 
ences  that  miffht  arise  in  consequence  of  the  delay,  Richard 
hastily  ordered  out  his  galleys ;  embarked  a  chosen  body  of 
troops  with  all  possible  expedition,  steered  to  Jaffii,  and  after 
a  short  and  prosperous  navigation  cast  anchor  imder  the  walls 
of  the  citadel. 

It  was  before  the  high  mid>night, 

(The  moon  and  the  stars  shone  bright) 

King  Richard  into  Jafie  was  come^ 

With  his  galleys,  all  and  some.' 

They  looked  up  to  the  castel ; 

They  heard  no  pipe,  no  flagel ! ' 

They  drew  hem  nigh  to  the  land, 

If  they  mighten  understand. 

And  mey  ne  could  nought  espie, 

Ne  by  no  voice  of  minstralcie 

That  quick  man  in  the  castle  were : 

King  Richard  then  becom  full  of  care. 
^  Alas,''  he  said,  "  that  I  was  bom ! 

My  good  barons  ben  forlorn ! 

Slain  is  Robert  of  Leycester, 

That  was  mine  own  courteous  maister! 

nk  limb  of  him  was  worth  a  knight ! 

And  Robert  Toumeham,  that  was  so  wight. 

And  Sir  Bertram,  and  Sir  Pipard, 

In  battle  that  were  wise  and  nard, 

And  also  mine  other  barons. 

The  best  in  all  Christendom, 

They  ben  slain  and  forlore. 

How  may  I  longer  live  therefore? 

Had  I  been  in  tune  comen  hither^ 

I  might  have  saved  altogether. 

Till  I  be  wreken  of  Saladine, 

Certes,  my  joy  shall  I  tyne!"  * 

^AutUahU/Tr.     •  AU  and  tomi,  trrtrj  (mt,     *  Fli«elet      «LoMu 
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Thus  wailed  King  Richard  aye, 
Till  it  were  spring  of  the  day. 
A  wait*  there  come,  in  a  kernel,' 
And  piped  a  nott'  in  a  flagel. 
He  ne  piped  but  one  sythe/ 
He  made  many  an  heart  blithe ! 
He  looked  down  and  saw  the  galley 
Of  King  Eichard,  and  his  nayey : 
Ships  and  galleys  well  he  knew. 
Then  a  merrier  note  he  blew, 
And  piped  *' Seigneurs,  or  sus!  or  sus. 
King  lUchard  is  comen  to  us!" 
Hie  joyful  tidings  were  soon  spread  through  the  citadel; 
the  besieged  greeted  the  return  of  their  sovereign  with  shouts 
of  welcome,  which  were  answered  from  the  fleet;  and  Richard, 
leaping  on  shore,  followed  by  the  crews  of  the  nearest  vessels, 
instantly  attacked  the  enemy,  who  were  utterly  unprepared 
for  such  an  assault. 

"We  have,"  he  said,  "life  but  one 
Sell  we  it,  both  flesh  and  bone. 
For  to  claim  our  heritage ! " 
Hie  avenues  of  the  town  being  all  unguarded,  the  Saracens 
were  attacked  on  every  side  and  slaughtered  without  opposi- 
tion.     They  fled  in  confusion  through  the  eates ;  and,  when 
these  were  choked  by  the  crowd  of  fugitives,  precipitated 
themselves  in  numbers  from  the  walls,  exclaiming— 
"The  English  devil  yeomen  is! 
Giff  he  us  meet,  we  shall  die ; 
Flee  we  hst  out  of  his  way ! " 
Richard,  as  soon  as  he  could  collect  and  marshal  his  troops, 
and  take  the  necessary  measures  for  the  security  of  the  town, 
aaDied  forth  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  whom  he  overtook 
before  they  could  recover  from  their  confusion,  and  again 
routed  with  dreadful  slaughter;  the  Christians,  says  the  ro- 
mance, slaying  the  enemy 

■  all  soswythe 

As  grass  Metii  fro  the  scythe. 
Tlie  pinsait  had  now  lasted  till  the  approach  of  night;  and 
Bicfaaro,  weary  with  slaughter,  ordered  ms  tents  to  be  pitched, 

I  Mviidaa.        *  Battlement.       •  Note.        «  Time. 
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intending  in  the  morning  to  attack  the  mam  aimy  of  Sahidm; 
which,  being  weakened  hy  the  loss  of  thirty  thonaand  men, 
would,  he  hoped,  be  easily  dispened.  He  was  therefbre  not 
a  little  surprised  when,  being  at  supper  widi  has  barons,  Ite 
was  saluted  by  two  ambassadors  from.  Haladin,  who,  alighting 
from  their  mules,  and  marching  hand  in  hand  into  his  tent, 
gravely  advised  him  to  shorten  his  meal,  and  to  retreat,  whik 
it  was  yet  time,  vrithin  the  walls  of  Jaffit.  Hiej  assured  him 
that  their  king  was  at  hand  with  an  army  whose  weight  tlie 
earth  was  scarcely  able  to  support;  that,  after  eontemphriitg 
its  numbers  from  the  walls  of  his  citadel,  he  might  cahnlr 
decide  whether  it  was  more  advisable  to  alxide  a  siege,  in  the 
hope  of  future  saieoomr,  or  to  desist  at  onee  from  his  vain  pve- 
tensions  to  a  dominion  ^lich  he  was  imaUe  to  aeqoiiey  and 
return,  as  he  woukl  still  be  pennitted  to  do,  into  his  oma  ter- 
ritones. 

In  anger  Biehaxd  took  up  a  Joa^ 

And  in  his  hands  it  all  to-rofe;' 

And  said  to  that  Saiazyn, 
^'Grod  give  thee  well  evil  pine!' 

And  Saladine  your  lord. 

The  devil  him  hang  with  a  oordi " 
and  after  again  imprecating  on  all  the  Saracens,  generally  and 
individually,  the  "curse  of  sweet  Jesus,"  declared  hunsdf 
ready  to  encoimter,  singly,  any  numbers  that  Saladin  mig^ 
be  able  to  bring  into  the  field.  The  ambassadors,  unaUe  to 
obtain  a  more  courteous  answer,  returned  to  Saladin,  and 
Bichard  retired  to  sleep. 

In  the  morning  he  was  awakened  by  an  angel,  who  told 
him  to  rise  and  marshal  his  army  without  loss  of  time;  to 
exert  eycty  eflfort  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  his  vfay  ba^  to 
Jafib;  and,  at  the  condnsion  of  the  battle,  to  make  a  tnu 
vnth  Saladin  and  return  to  England,  where  his  presence  was 
indispensably  necessary. 

Biducrd,  starting  from  his  bed,  instantly  ixDed  for  his  antf, 
and,  leaping  on  his  favourite  horse,  Pavel  of  Cyprus,  nk 
through  the  ranks  of  his  little  army,  issuing'  the  neceasazy 
orders  to  his  officers,  and  encouxaging  his  troops  by  the  pro- 
mise of  divine  assistanoe,  during  a  retreat  whidi,  wiMBt 
snoh  assifltanoe,  would  hacve  be«a  t^ipaxentl^  ^mto  iM|aw 
ticable.  The  whole  plain  between  the  Christians  and  the 
«  Broke  to  pieces.  *  P^miahmeat. 
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city,  an  extent  of  many  miles,  was  oocfopied  and  completely 
covered  by  the  enemy,  whose  nnmben  enabled  them  to  employ 
one  army  in  the  assault  of  the  citadel,  while  another,  still 
more  formidable,  opposed  the  march  of  Richard.  His  little 
corps,  surromided  and  harassed  on  all  sides,  were  perfectly 
aware  of  their  peril;  but  they  were  Teterans,  highly  dis- 
ciplined, inured  to  the  climate,  confident  in  themaelyes  and  in 
their  leader,  and  animated  at  once  by  despair  and  enthusiasm : 
while  the  Saraeens,  chiefly  composed  (^  new  IcTies,  would 
haye  been  easily  defeated,  had  not  the  fugitiTCs  been  con- 
stantly driTen  heuck  on  the  swords  of  the  Christians,  by  the 
multitades  rushing  on  to  share  in  a  battle  of  which  Ihey  had 
nerar  felt  the  daii^er.  Richard,  as  usual,  was  always  in  the 
tiiidcest  part  of  the  press  (crowd) : 

They  gunnen  on  him  as  thick  to  fieeo. 
As  out  of  the  hive  doth  the  been; 
And,  with  his  ax,  down  he  swepe 
Of  the  Saracens,  as  bear  doth  sheep. 

His  eflbrts  being  constant  and  unrelaxed,  he  must  have 
been  ultimately  crushed  and  stifled  by  the  crowds  of  assail- 
ants; but  perceiving  a  marsh  and  lake  on  one  side  of  his  Ime 
(£  maoKhj  he  suddoily  collected  a  part  of  his  cavalry,  and, 
"■*^**^  a  dreadful  charge  in  that  direction,  droye  a  column 
of  the  enemy  before  him  into  the  water,  and  thus  procured  a 
temporary  respite. 

Ine  number  of  the  sbdn  and  drowned  amounted  at  this 
time,  says  the  romanoe,  to  at  least  sixty  thousand;  and  yet 
the  Sanioen  army  appeared  imimpaired;  and  the  ChxiBtians 
were  summoned  to  new  exertions  by  the  danger  of  Henry  of 
Champagne,  who  was  unhorsed,  and  on  the  point  of.  being 
made  prisoner.  This  unfortunate  accident  occasioned  a  long 
and  severe  contest,  which  terminated  to  the  advantage  of  the 
CbiistianB.,  who  rescued  the  duke;  but  Ridiaid,  in  mis  zeal  to 
lerenge  his  nephew,  forgot,  for  a  time,  the  instmctions  of  ihe 
sflDfpel,  and  the  necessity  of  directing  his  whole  force  against 
the  army  which  still  excluded  him  from  the  gates  of  Jaffi^ 
and  wfaidi  lathis  time  had  nearly  succeeded  in  assaulting  the 
citadeL 

He  was  now  informed  by  a  messenger  who  had  with  diiB- 
onlty  made  his  way  through  the  enemy,  tiiat  the  ganison, 
eodHrasted  by  fktigne,  vrere  nearly  incapable  of  fortfasr  . — '"^ 
ance,  and  that  the  gates  vrere  in  flamesj  adding, 

z  2 
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"Lord,  of  thee  I  have  great  doubt; 

For  ye  may  nought  to  the  city  ride. 

In  field  what  aventure  you  betide! 

And  I  you  wame,  withouten  fidl, 

Mickle  apaired'  is  your  batail* 

The  patriarck  y-taken  is. 

And  John  the  Neal  is  slain,  y-wis, 

William  Arsour,  and  Sir  Gerard, 

Bertram  Braundys,  thy  good  Lombard; 

They  are  slain  and  many  mo! " 
Richard,  at  this  moumM  intelligence,  repented  his  impm- 
dence,  and,  checking  the  pursuit,  instantly  tamed  his  whole 
force  against  the  besieging  army.  But  the  Saracens,  aware 
that  the  capture  of  the  town  would  ensure  their  victoiy, 
assailed  him  with  unceasing  fury,  and  had  even  the  good 
fortune  to  slay  under  him  his  &yourite  horse,  the  celebrated 
Fayel  of  C3rpnis.  The  triumph  of  the  infidels  now  appeared 
to  be  secure ;  and  the  only  contest  among  their  chie&  was  for 
the  honour  of  killing  or  taking  prisoner  the  formidable  Qeut 
de  Lion.  Two  Saracen  knights,  whom  the  romance  calls  the 
sons  of  Saladin,  directed  their  spears  against  him,  haughtilT 
orderine  him  to  surrender;  but  he  answered  by  cutting  off 
the  head  of  the  first  who  came  within  his  reach;  and,  thou^ 
wounded  in  the  arm  by  the  second  with  an  enyenomed  spear, 
soon  brought  him  also  to  the  ground.  Fiye  other  chieftains, 
and  some  hundreds  of  private  men,  successiyely  fell  under  the 
axe  of  Bichard ;  who,  though  on  foot,  appeared  to  have  lost 
nothing  of  his  superiority,  and  at  last  opened  to  himself  a 
passage  through  the  enemy,  and  arrived  at  the  gates  of  ths 
citadel. 

The  &te  of  the  day  was  now  decided.  A  firesh  horse,  the 
fiimous  Lyard,  was  brought  to  Richard,  who,  immediately 
sallying  out,  attended  by  we  flower  of  the  chivalry,  threw  the 
enemy  into  irretrievable  confusion.  The  pursuit  lasted  till 
night ;  the  loss  of  the  infidels  was  computed  at  two  hundred 
thousand  men;  and  the  Christians,  returning  wearied  with 
slaughter,  passed  the  night  in  thanksgiving  for  this  great  and 
almost  miraculous  victory. 

(hi  the  following  day  King  Richard  dispatched  Sir  Robert 
Saville,  Sir  Hubert,  Sir  William  de  WatteviUe,  Sir  Rohext 
Toumeham,  Sir  Walter  Qi£&id,  and  Sir  John  St.  John,  to  the 
I  IxQored;  imfwired. 
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ndtan,  with  proposals  for  a  truce  during  three  years,  on  the 
terms  suggested  by  the  angel;  to  which  however  he  added, 
on  his  own  part,  the  offer  of  deciding  their  pretensions  by  a 
duel,  in  which  he,  singly,  shotdd  be  opposed  to  ^ye  and 
twenty  knights  selected  from  the  armies  of  Saladin.  The 
sultan  consented  to  the  truce  without  insisting  on  the  duel, 
and  the  articles  were  ratified  on  the  following  day. 

Tho  afterward,  all  the  three  year. 
Christian  men,  both  far  and  near, 
Yeden  the  way  to  Jerusalem, 
To  the  sepulchre,  and  to  Bethlem, 
To  Olivet,  and  to  Nazarel, 
And  to  Imaus  castel. 
And  to  all  other  pilgrimage, 
Withouten  harm  or  damage. 
King  Eichard,  doughy  of  hand. 
Turned  homeward  to  England. 
King  Richard  reigned  here 
No  more  but  ten  year. 
Sithen,  he  was  shot,  alas ! 
In  castel  Gaillard  there  he  was. 
Thus  ended  Richard  our  kine : 
God  give  us  all  jgood  ending! 
And  his  soul  rest  and  roo,* 
And  our  souls,  when  we  come  thereto! 
Amen.     Explicit. 

>  Ruhe,  rqxMe,  German. 
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We  liave  seen  that  all  the  romantic  histories  concern]]^ 
Arthur  and  his  knights  are  professedly  derived  from  the  Brat 
or  dironicle  translated  by  Geoffirey  of  Monmouth;  and  in  like 
manner  the  trouvenrs  and  minstrels  who  have  composed  the 
&bulous  story  of  Charlemagne  and  his  twelve  peers,  as  well 
as  the  Italians  who  have  imitated  and  improved  on  their  in- 
ventions, uniformly  appeal  to  the  history  written  by  Arch- 
bishop Turpin,*  the  contemporary  and  friend  of  Charlemagne. 
This  absuid  chronicle  was  composed  before  1122,  with  the 
title  '^  Joannis  Turpini  hietoria  de  vita  Caroli  Magni  et  Ro- 
landi,''  and  it  may  be  presumed  that  the  MSS.  of  such  a  his- 
tory were  formerly  very  numerous,  though  it  appears  to  have 
principally  derived  its  popularity  from  its  French  metrical 
paraphrases  and  imitaticms,  some  of  which  were  probably  of 
almost  equal  antiquity  with  the  original,  and  are  alluded  to 
by  the  subsequent  prose  translators. 

The  earliest  of  these,  according  to  Fauehet,  was  written  by 
a  certain  Jehans^  who,  at  the  instance  of  Begnault,  comte  de 
Boulogne  and  de  Daumartin  (then  detained  as  a  prisoner  by 
Philippe  Auguste),  turned  into  French  prose  a  Latin  copy  of 
Turpm  which  he  found  in  the  archives  of  St.  Denis.  A  copy 
of  this  work  is  stiU  preserved  in  MS.  in  Bibl.  Reg.  4  C.  xi. 

The  next  translation  was  made  by  Gaguin.  It  is  dedicated 
to  Francis  I,  and  was  printed  at  Paris  in  1527,  quarto. 

There  is  a  Latin  paraphrase  of  the  ori^nal  in  hexameters, 
many  of  which  rhyme  to  each  other,  entitled  Karolettus,  and 
preserved  in  Bibl.  Reg.  13  A,  xviii. 

The  original  work  was  first  printed  in  a  collection  entitled 
"  Germanicarum  rerum  quatuor  chronographi,"  Frankfort, 
1566,  folio. 

Another  pretended  French  translation  was  afterwards  pub- 
lished at  Lyons  in  1583,  octavo,  with  the  title  of  *'  La  Chro- 
nique  de  Turpin,  arcKevesque  ot  due  de  Rheims,  et  premier 
pair  de  France.''  This,  however,  which  Ritson  supposes 
to  be  the  work  ascribed  by  Warton  to  Michael  le  Haines, 

'  Mr.  Ritson  informs  as  that  the  real  name  of  this  archbishop  vis 
TUpin. 
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who  lived  in  the  tune  of  Philippe  Aag;uste,  contauifl,  as  he 
tdb  US,  the  romance  of  Renaud  de  Montauban,  and  not  that 
of  Bdandi  Perhaps  it  may  be  a  conyersion  into  prose  pf  the 
metrical  ronumce  on  the  same  subject,  written,  as  Fauchet 
inlonns  us,  by  Huon  de  YiUeneuye,  about  the  commencement 
of  the  fourteenth  oeatory. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  numberless 
&ble8  ooneeming  Charlemagne  were  grafted  on  the  narrative 
of  the  supposed  Turpin;  and,  indeed,  his  translator  Gaguin 
i^ipearB  to  be  almost  ashiamed  of  the  imperfect  narratiye  con- 
tained in  his  original,  9iul  is  very  solicitous  to  excuse  himself 
fin*  suppressing  many  particulars  ooneeming  his  hero,  which, 
though  Tery  necessary  to  be  known,  the  archbishop  had  not 
thoqght  fit  to  notice.  Thus,  after  mentioning  (cap.  26) 
Olivier,  Qondebault  roy  de  Fxigie,  Og^er  roy  de  Ihumemarc, 
Arestaisne  roy  de  Bretaigne,  Guarin  due  de  Lorraine,  and 
others,  he  refers  us  to  '*  leurs  hiBtoires  plus  au  long  descriptes, 
leflqoeUes  je  laisse  pour  le  present  a  oeux  qui  lisent  les 
tomans,  livres,  et  autres  eseriptures:"  and  in  ins  concluding 
chapter  he  gives  us  a  sketch  of  some  important  events,  which, 
if  he  had  thought  fit,  he  could  have  communicated  more  at 
iaige.  We  might  have  been  told,  it  seems,  "  oomme  Galafre, 
amncal  de  la  viHe  de  Tolede,  le  para  et  adoma  de  Thabit  mili- 
taire,  du  temps  qu'il  estoit  en  son  en&nce  mis  en  exil;  et  le 
tint  en  son  pahus;  et  comment  aussi  le  diet  Charlemagne, 
pour  Tamour  du  dessus  diet  Gala&e,  tua  pub  api^s  et  mist  i 
mort  par  bataille  le  grant  Bracinant,  qui  estoit  tm  roy  tr^s 
fier  et  tres  oigueillenx  des  mescreans  et  infidelles,  d'ioeluy 
Galafre  mortds  ennemis.  Vous  povez  avoir  out  reciter  cette 
hataiHe  merveUleuse,  ou,  vous  Tavez  veupar  e^cript  ea  aulcuns 
aatDBs  livreSy  et  pourtant  je  m'en  tayse.  Je  lai^erai  sembla- 
Uement  la  maniere  comment  le  noble  Charlemagne,  oonquesta 
et  aoquist  terres  div^ses,  viUes  et  cites,  par  sa  vaillantise  et 
prouesse;  et  les  assubjectist  au  nom  de  la  Trinite,  Pere,  Fils, 
et  saint  Esprit.  Et  ainsi  ocHnment  il  institua  par  le  monde 
maintes  abbayes,  &c.  &c.  Et  comment  il  fut  faict  empereur 
de  Some,  eslu  (comme  je  crcHs)  divinement  et  par  la  grace  de 
Diea;  et  alia  en  la  sainteterre  voir  et  visiter  le  saint  sepulchre 
de  N.  S.  en  moulte  grande  devotion  de  ooeur  et  reverence;  et 
eeament  il  apperta  avec  lui  le  sauQCt  bois  precieulx  de  la 
croix  de  Jesus  Christ,  oilL  il  pendit  pour  notre  redemption,  par 
lesqoallCT  chases  il  enrichist  maintes  eglises.     Toutes  ces 
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choses  ai  laissees  par  hriefveU,  et  aiusi  que  Tons  les  aves  pea 
voir  ailleurs  et  en  plusieurs  livres,  &c." 

That  such  absurdities  as  these  should  be  accepted  in  liea  of 
authentic  history  in  a  credulous  ajge,  and  where  better  mate- 
rials conld  not  be  had,  would  excite  no  astonishment;  but  it 
is  very  surprising  that  for  a  length  of  time  they  should  hare 
usurped  the  place  of  the  numerous  historical  documents  ifdnch 
record  the  glory  of  a  Charlemagne,  whose  character,  when  left 
to  the  sob^  voice  of  truth,  is  &r  more  amiable  and  respect- 
able than  than  that  of  his  ideal  and  romantic  substitute.  In 
fiict,  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  name  of  CSiarie- 
magne  was  first  introduced  by  mistake  into  a  series  of  fietioitt, 
of  which  the  real  hero  was  of  a  still  earlier  date ;  and  it  is  the 
opinion  of  Leyden,  an  author  of  much  research  and  infer- 
mation,  that  tiie  origin  of  these  fictions  is  to  be  sought  in 
Britany.     I  shall  give  his  sentiments  in  his  own  words: 

''That  class  of  romances  which  relates  to  Charlemagne 
and  his  twelve  peers,  ought  probably  to  be  referred  to  the 
same  source;  since  they  ascribe  to  that  French  monarch  the 
feats  which  were  performed  by  an  Armorican  chief.  The 
grand  source  from  which  the  fabulous  history  of  Charkmagne 
IS  thought  to  be  derived,  is  the  supposititious  history  ascribed 
to  his  contemporary  Turpin,  which,  in  1122,  was  declared  to 
be  genuine  by  papid  authority.  The  history  of  this  waik  is 
extremely  obscure;  but,  as  it  contains  an  account  of  the  pil- 
grimage of  Charlemagne  to  Jerusalem,  its  composition  mast 
have  been  posterior  to  the  Crusades.  The  abb^  Velley  has 
shown  that  the  principal  events  which  figure  in  the  romantie 
history  of  that  monarch  have  no  relation  to  him  whatever, 
though  they  are  historically  true  of  the  Armorican  chieftain, 
Charles  Martel.  It  was  this  hero,  whose  &ther  was  named 
Pepin,  and  who  had  four  sons,  who  performed  various  exploits 
in  the  forest  of  Ardenne  against  the  four  sons  of  Aymon;  who 
warred  against  the  Saxons;  who  conquered  the  Saracens  at 
Poictiers;  it  was  he  who  instituted  an  order  of  knighthood, 
who  deposed  the  duke  of  Aquitaine,  and  who  conferred  the 
donation  of  the  sacred  territory  on  the  see  of  Rome.  Is  it 
not  therefore  more  probable  that  the  history  and  expl<»t8  of 
this  hero  should  be  celebrated  by  the  minstrels  of  his  nativs 
coimtry,  than  that  they  shotdd  be,  for  the  first  time,  narrated 
by  a  dull  prosing  monk  some  centuries  after  his  dieath?  Is 
it  not  more  probabley  that  when  the  fiune  of  Charles  Mattel 
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had  been  eclipsed  by  the  renown  of  Charlemagne,  the  monkish 
abridger  of  the  songs  of  the  minstrels  should  transfer  the 
deeds  of  the  one  to  the  other  by  an  error  of  stupidity,  than 
Ihat  he  should  have  deliberately  fiilsified  history  when  he  had 
no  purpose  to  serve  ?  The  ingenious  author  to  whom  I  have 
ahreMly  referred  seems  to  have  pointed  out  the  source  of  this 
error. ^  In  the  Axmoric  language  meur  signifies  great,  mayne; 
and  mmrra  a  mattock,  martel;  so  that,  instep  of  Charle- 
magne and  Charles  Martel,  we  have  Charlemeur  and  Charle- 
marra,  names  which,  from  the  similarity  of  sound,  might 
easQy  be  confounded.  A  similar  blunder  has  been  committed 
by  the  Nonnan  trouveur,  who  transferred  the  characteristic 
epithet  of  Caradoc,  from  the  Welsh  or  Armorican,  to  the 
Romance  language."  ' 

Lejrden  a&rwards  mentions,  in  confirmation  of  his  con- 
jectore,  the  allusion  in  Turpin's  history  to  a  song  or  poem 
oonoeming  Oell  or  Howel,  the  Breton  earl,  '*  de  hoc  canitur 
in  cantilena  usque  ad  hodiemum  diem;"  and  it  may  not  per- 
faapa  be  irrelevant  to  add  that  Roland,  the  principal  actor  in 
these  romances,  is  taken  from  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Bre- 
tegne.  "The  domain  of  these  British  princes,"  says  D*An- 
TiUe  (Etats  de  TEurope,  p.  77),  "was  confined,  to  speak 
generally,  to  what  is  properly  called  Lower  Britany,  and  to 
the  territory  formerly  occupied  by  the  Veneti  and  b^  the 
Oaismii.  Upper  Britany,  comprehending  the  territories  of 
the  antient  Redones  and  Namnetes,  was  a  frontier  country  op- 
posed to  the  lands  of  the  Bretons;  and  the  famous  Roland, 
nephew  of  Charlemagne  and  count  of  Angers,  commanded 
there."  Possibly  too  the  terrible  Ferragus  may  be  a  giant  of 
Celtic  origin:  for  Selden  has  told  us,'  that  the  war-song  in 
use  amongst  the  Irish  kerns  was  caJled  Pharroh;  and  the 
vulgar  Irii^  as  Mr.  Walker  informs  us,  suppose  the  subject 
of  mis  song  to  have  been  Forroch  or  Ferragh^  a  terrible  giant, 
of  whom  they  tell  many  a  marvellous  tnle.«  By  the  way,  it  is 
to  be  lamented  that  the  Irish  antiquaries,  many  of  whom  seem 
to  be  well  versed  in  their  early  language,  should  neglect  to 
give  us  a  series  of  their  ancient  popular  tales,  with  a  simple 
and  literal  English  translation. 

'  Enquirer,  No.  xix.  ap.  MontUy  Mag.  Feb.  1800. 

*  Prelim.  Dissert,  to  the  Complaynt  of  Scotland,  p.  263. 

*  Dra3rton's  Polyolbion,  Song  6. 

4  Historical  Memoirs  of  Iri^  Bards,  &c.    London,  1786. 
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This  romance,  I  bdiere,  was  never  printed;  neither  is  it  kiKMn  to  ant 
in  any  odier  thain  the  Anchinleck  MS.,  from  whidi  a  tnnacript  irassnt 
to  me  bj  my  fnend  Sir  W.  Soott.  Some  lines  at  the  beg;imung  hare  beea 
torn  ost,  but  it  appears  to  be  otherwise  perfect;  and,  timigh  not  remsift. 
able  for  poetical  merit,  is  to  fiu  cnrions  tiiat  it  ptwrnnrsnawiA  a  taknUf 
fiadthfol  compendium,  as  hrju  it  goes,  of  the  tappoaad  Torpi&'a  1 ' 


The  po^ii  begins  by  a  singiikr  error  in  ^abranologj,  iMA^ 
liowever,  was  not  peiiiaps  very  likdjto  eterde  tiie  reados  to 
whom  it  was  addr^sed. 

An  hundred  winters  it  was,  and  tinee, 

Sithen  God  died  upon  the  tree. 
That  Cfliarks  the  king 

Had  all  Fsanoe  in  his  J^d, 

Denmark  and  England, 
Withouten  any  lesing; 

LonainB  and  Lombardy, 

Qasoegne,  Bayecne,  and  Pioardie, 
Was  till  his  biddh^; 

And  emperor  he  was  of  Borne, 

And  lerd  of  all  CSiristeadom; 
Then  was  he  a  high  loivUng. 
HaTix^  diq>oeed  of  so  many  longdoms  to  CSiariemagne,  tk 
author  had  few  to  spare  for  the  other  Enrqiean  sorereigiH: 
accordingly,  he  mentions  only  two;  namely,  Constantnt, 
emperor  of  Constantinople,  and  Ibrahim,  king  of  Spain.  Ttis 
Ibrahim  was  a  strenuous  Pagan,  who  persecuted  the  Chris- 
tians without  mercy,  and  banished  the  patriarch  of  Jerasakai. 
The  poor  patriarch  made  his  compbunt  to  Gonstantius,  iHn) 
on  his  part  made  his  oonqdaint  to  Heaven,  and  was  rewarded 
for  his  piety  by  a  Tisit  from  an  angel,  who  directed  him  to 
eeod  an  account  of  tins  outrage  to  Chades  the  Conqnenr, 
assuring  him  that  throogh  the  Yalour  of  this  "doughty  kai^*' 
the  Saracens  would  be  ultimately  discomfited.  Constaatnv 
lost  no  time  in  dispatching  his  ambassadors,  and  they  bad  Ae 
good  fortune  to  find  Charlemagne  at  Rome,  where  baring 
delivered  their  credentials  and  kissed  his  hand,  they  so  effee- 
tually  wrought  on  him  by  their  eloquence,  that  he  reaelved  to 
set  outy  without  loss  of  time»  an  a  visit  to  Oonsfaintinople. 
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Tbe  Gieek  emperor,  as  may  be  mppoeed,  reoeiTed  his  noble 
TUEtor  with  eiEcry  poasihie  demonsbntnm  of  req^eet,  and 
ofiered  him  m  profusieii  the  presents  tumal  on  sach  ocoaaions, 
eonwBHng  of  gokL  and  silyer,  rieh  cloths,  and  fors  of  tame  and 
"  flttvage  beasts : "  but  the  pious  Cftiarles  refused  to  accept  any 
of  these  viduahle  pres^its,  and  only  requested  from  his  ^eaae- 
zoos  entertainer  Ihe  gift  of  a  fenr  relics,  on  -which  he  set  a 
much  higher  value.  Constantius  compUed,  and  conducted  his 
guest  to  the  sanctuary  where  these  treasures  were  deposited; 
en  opening  which,  their  senses  were  gratified  by  a  smell  of 
such  unconmiOQ  sweetness  and  efficacy,  that  three  hundred 
siek,  who  were  then  at  their  devotions  near  the  spot,  were 
instantly  restored  to  health. 

Then  brought  they  forth  the  holy  crown, 
And  the  arm  of  Saint  Simoun, 

Befom  hem  aUe  there : 
And  a  part  of  the  holy  cross. 
That  in  a  chrystal  was  done  in  oks,^ 

And  Goddis  clothing : 
Our  levedy's'  smock  that  she  had  on, 
And  the  yexd>  of  Aaron, 
Forth  they  gan  bring; 
And  the  spear,  kmg  and  smert,^ 
That  Longys  put  to  Goddis  heart, 

He  gave  Charles  the  king; 
And  a  nail,  long  and  great, 
That  was  y-drive  thorough  God's  feet, 
Withouten  any  losing. 
CSharles,  having  accepted  these  valuable  presents  with  be- 
ooming  gradtude,  prayed  to  Jesus  that  the  authenticity  of  the 
iidiieB  might  be  manifested  by  some  unequivocal  testimony : 
and  at  the  instant  there  descended  £rom  heaven  a  beam  of 
light  so  brilliant,  that  the  phtoe  where  they  stood  was  judged 
by  all  present  to  be  extremely  like  to  Paradise.     Overjoyed  at 
this  testimony,  he  took  leave  of  the  good  Constantius,  re- 
tained to  his  own  dominions,  and  went  to  meditate  on  his 
good  fortune  at  Aix  in  Gascony. 

Here  he  seems  to  have  totally  forgott^i  the  wickedness  of 

'  Ibrahim,  the  sufferings  of  the  exiled  patriarch,  and  the  request 

of  Constantius:  but  fortunately  he  was  much  addicted  to 

Star-gazing;  and  having  observed  a  flight  of  stars  or  meteors, 

'  Indosed.        *  Lidy'f.        ■  Rod  or  wand.        *  Piercing,  sh&rp. 
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which,  traTersing  the  heaTens,  appeared  to  settle  oveat  Spain 
and  Galicia,  hi&  curiosity  was  excited,  and  he  prayed  to  God 
for  an  explanation  of  this  phaenomenon.  His  jprayer  iras 
heard;  and  St.  James  the  apostle  appeared  to  him  in  a  dieam, 
and  informed  him  that  the  miraculous  march  of  stars  por- 
tended the  conquest  of  Spain,  which  he  was  destined  to 
achieve;  observing  to  him,  however,  that  for  this  purpose  he 
woiild  have  occasion  for  a  large  army,  which  he  would  there- 
fore do  well  to  assemble.  The  apostle  added,  on  his  own  part, 
that  his  body  was  buried  in  Galicia;  that  he  saw  it  verr 
unwillingly  in  the  hands  of  the  infidels;  that  he  was  dispoeed 
to  be  properly  grateful  to  those  who  should  rescue  it  from 
contamination;  and  that  he  woiild  promise  the  crown  of  mar- 
tyrdom to  such  of  his  friends  as  should  &11  in  so  good  a  cause. 
As  the  saint  was  well  aware  of  the  shortness  of  Chaiies's 
memory,  he  had  the  precaution  to  repeat  this  vision  three 
times;  in  consequence  of  which  the  pious  monarch  set  about 
his  enterprise  in  good  earnest,  and  entered  Spain  with  an 
army  well  calciilated  by  its  numbers  to  insure  the  conquest  of 
the  country. 

The  opening  of  the  campaign  was  not  brilliant.  Charles 
lay  six  months  before  the  city  of  Pampelune,  without  being 
able  to  reduce  it ;  after  which  he  very  luckUy  had  recourse  to 
prayers ;  and  these  being  seconded  by  St.  James,  the  whole 
waUs  of  the  city  were  miraculously  thrown  down,  and  the 
army  entered  without  further  opposition.  Ten  tfaousaxid 
Saracens,  converted  by  this  palpable  interposition  of  Pron- 
dence,  consented  to  receive  baptism :  those  who  persisted  in 
their  infidelity  were,  after  due  exhortation  to  penitence,  con- 
ducted to  the  gallows.  From  this  time  the  pn^;res8-of  Chaxle- 
magne  was  almost  uninteinipted,  and  sixty-six  cities  were 
successively  reduced  to  his  obedience.  All  of  these  the  author 
has  taken  tiie  pains  to  enumerate,  for  the  information  of  poste- 
rity; but  as  his  transcriber  has  taken  equal  pains  to  envelop 
their  names  in  an  orthography  which  is  utterly  unintelligible, 
it  may  be  sufficient  to  state  that  four  cities  only,  namdy, 
those  of  Lucerne,  Ventose,  Caporra,  and  Adavie,  attempted  to 
make  any  serious  resistance.  This  opposition  to  his  wfll  veiy 
naturally  disturbed  Charlemagne's  equanimity,  insomuch  that 
he  cursed  them  all  together. 

Charles  accursed  that  city, 

And  Ventose,  and  Caparre,  and  Adavie, 
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Far  their  deadly  sin : 
Deeert  they  weren  after  toan, 
That  neyer,  sith  then,  no  Ghrifltian  man 

No  durst  come  therin. 
For  Charles  cursed  so  Luoem, 
All  so  tite^  the  town  gan  bum, 

And  shall  don  evermo! 
And,  of  the  smut  of  that  town; 
Many  taketh  therof  poisoun. 
And  dyeih  in  mickle  wo. 
And  there  the  other  three  cities  stood, 
Beth  waters  red  of  belle  flood. 

And  fishes  therin  all  bio;' 
And  who  that  will  not  leve'  me, 
In  Spain  men  may  the  sooth  see, 
Who  that  will  thither  go. 
We  are  now  told  of  a  miracle,  which,  excepting  that 
miracles  are  always  good  things,  might  just  as  well  have  been 
reserved  for  any  other  occasion.     Qiarles,  it  seems,  planted 
some  Tines  in  the  month  of  March,  and  on  the  very  next  day 
they  were  covered  with  grapes,  both  black  and  red,  and  in 
such  abundance  that  it  was  difficult  to  supply  baskets  sufficient 
to  contain  them. 

It  was  an  object  of  considerable  anxiety,  both  to  Charles 
and  Turpin,  to  destroy  all  the  mawmettes,  or  idols,  which 
they  could  find,  not  only  because  they  were  much  revered  by 
the  Saracens,  but  because  their  materials  were  in  general 
valuable,  and  capable  of  being  much  better  employed  in 
endowing  churches  and  monasteries.  In  this  therefore,  ''so 
aayeth  ^  Latin^'  they  proceeded  with  great  perseyerance. 
And  an  image  of  great  poust^^ 
Stood  on  a  roche  by  the  sea. 

In  the  Gilden  Londe; 
His  name  was  Salanicodas ; 
As  a  man  y-shapen  he  was, 

And  held  a  elaive  in  bond. 
Mahoun  makea  him  with  gin. 
And  did  many  fiends  therin. 

As  ich  understond. 
For  to  sustain  the  image; 
And  set  him  on  high  stage, 
^Immediately.         «IiTJd.         •  BsUefe.         «Fow«. 
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For  no  man  nold  he  wond.* 
The  &ce  of  him  was  turned  sontih-rig^: 
In  her  lay*  the  Saraeens  found,  I  plig^t» 

Of  Jubiter  and  Mahoim, 
That  when  y-bom  were  the  king. 
That  should  Spam  to  Christian  faring. 

The  image  should  fall  adown : 
Charles  did  the  image  fall. 
And  wan  in  Spain  the  cities  all. 
And  with  tresor  that  he  wan  these 

Both  tower  and  town ; 
Many  a  church  he  let  areer," 

That  was  of  great  renown. 

Our  author,  whose  disposition  to  prolixity,  where  an  enu- 
meration of  churches  is  concerned,  is  not  inferior  to  that  of 
Turpin  himself,  is  fortunately  diverted  firom  his  list  by  a  minde, 
the  recital  of  which  he  likes  still  better.  It  seems  that  whibt 
Charlemagne  was  lying  at  Bayonne,  a  certain  knight  in  his 
army  called  Romain  died,  and  directed  his  executor  to  sell  h» 
horse  and  other  goods,  and  to  distribute  the  money  to  the 
poor.  The  executor  appropriated  the  money  to  his  own  use; 
m  consequence  of  which  the  deceased,  whose  intended  afans 
had  thus  been  intercepted,  was  kept  some  time  in  pnrgatovy, 
and  on  his  release  appeared  in  a  dream  near  the  bed  of  Ins 
former  companion,  to  whom  he  denounced  the  speedy  punkb- 
ment  of  his  iniquity.  The  terrified  executor  related  this  dread- 
ful vision  in  the  public  hall;  and  while  he  was  yet  speaking,a 
small  company  of  demons,  borne  on  a  gust  of  wind,  flew  into 
the  room,  carried  him  into  the  air,  trayersed  the  province,  and 
dashed  him  to  pieces  against  a  rock  in  Navarre,  where  his 
body  was  foimd  at  the  next  march  of  the  army. 

llie  reader  will  perhaps  be  of  opinion  that  Boland  and 
Ferragus,  the  two  heroes  of  this  curious  narrative,  have  de- 
layed their  appearance  quite  long  enough:  and  it  must  he 
confessed  that  the  poet  has  rather  unaccountably  omitted 
some  adventures  of  the  former  at  Bordeaux,  with  which  Tur- 
pin has  somewhat  enlivened  the  list  of  miracles  and  monas- 
teries which  forms  the  principal  part  of  his  history.  Bat  it 
seems  to  be  his  opinion,  that  a  description  of  uie  person 
and  manners  of  Charlemagne,  being  equally  suited  to  the 

^  Ne  woold  he  wend;  i.e.  he  would  not  itfr.    '  IMrlair*    *  Rabe  vp* 
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begmniiig  or  end  of  his  story,  conld  not  be  displaced  in  the 
middle.  He  has  therefore  inserted  it  here. 
^  Charles  was  considerably  above  the  middle  stature,  beings 
**  as  the  Latin  us  said,''  twenty  feet  in  height,  of  proportion- 
ate strength,  and  of  a  stem  aspect.  His  hair  was  black;  his 
countenance  roddy.  At  four  festiyals  in  the  year,  that  is  to 
say,  at  Easter,  at  Whttsnntide,  on  St.  James's  day,  and  at 
Christmas,  he  wore,  from  motives  of  piety,  **'  the  holy  crown 
of  thorn;"  and  on  these  occasions  he  dined  in  public,  sur- 
rounded by  his  knightli,  having  a  drawn  sword  carried  before 
him.  At  night  his  conch  was  guarded  by  a  company  of  a 
hmndred  kniffltts,  each  bearing  in  one  hand  a  lighted  tordi, 
and  in  the  odier  a  naked  falchion.  It  was  during  one  of  these 
festiYals  at  Fampelnne,  where  he  displayed  his  usual  magni- 
ficeaoe,  that  he  received  a  challenge  from  Ferragus,  a  general 
sent  against  lum  by  the  sondan  d  Babykm,  to  meet  him  in 
thefi£. 

And  on  a  day  came  tiding 

Unto  Chaiies  the  king. 

All  of  a  doughty  kni^t. 

Was  comen  to  Vasers;i 

Stout  he  was,  and  fierce, 
Ferragus  he  bight. 

Of  Babyloun  the  sondan 

Thither  him  send  gaa. 

With  Eii^  Charles  to  fi^; 

So  hard  he  wns  to-fond,* 

That  no  dhit  of  brood 

No  grieved  him,  I  plight. 

He  had  twenty  men's  strer^^; 

And  forty  feet  of  length 
l^iike  pi^nim  had; 

And  four  feet  m  the&oe 

T-meten*  on  llie  place, 
And  fifteoi  in  brede.^ 

Hianose  was  a  foot  and  moie; 

His  brow,  as  brisdes  wore; 
(He  that  it  sanr  it  said) 

He  koked  lotUicfae,* 

And  was  swarf  as  pitch; 

Of  him  men  imgfat  adrede! 


>Tli»  naas  tifea  by  Gtgidii,  vir.  Airager,  is  eqaaOr  unhitelH^le. 
spoond  or  proved.    *  Measured.    «  Breadth.    •  Loathly.    •  Black. 
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Charles  repaired  to  Vasers,  for  the  purpose  of  i 
Ids  monstrous  enemy;  but  after  examining  him  limb  by  1 
^ih  the  minutest  attention,  was  so  litUe  tempted  by  the 
survey,  that  he  declined  the  challenge;  but  suffered  O^erk 
Danois,  whose  curiosity  to  try  the  strength  of  such  an  uncondi 
adversary  was  keener  than  ms  own,  to  encounter  the  giant  in 
the  presence  of  both  armies.  Ogier  armed  himself  with  great 
care,  mounted  his  best  horse,  chose  a  Umce  of  uncommon 
strength,  and  rushed  upon  his  enemy  with  the  rapidity  of 
lightning;  but  Ferragus,  receiving  the*  point  of  the  spear 
on  his  shield  with  an  air  of  perfect  indifference,  seused  the 
knight  with  his  right  hand,  lifted  him  from  his  borse,  and, 
trussing  him  under  his  arm  in  such  a  manner  that  the  captiTe 
could  make  no  effort  to  escape,  bore  him  off  in  perfect  sQence 
to  the  castle  of  Yasers.  The  novelty  of  this  spectacle  asto- 
nished but  did  not  intimidate  the  warriors  of  Charlemagne. 
On  the  following  morning,  the  gallant  Reynald  de  Aub^pine* 
presented  himself  to  the  giant,  but  was  as  unsuocesafol  as 
Ogier;  and  Ferragus,  not  more  disturbed  by  the  stmggles  of 
the  dauntless  knight,  whom  he  held  imder  his  arm,  than  a 
hawk  by  the  fluttering  of  the  prey  in  its  talons,  tauntingij 
exclaimed  to  Charlemagne, 

*'  Sir!  thou  wonnest  Spain! 

Hadst  thou  none  better  tho  ? 
So  Mahoun  me  give  rest. 
Against  ten,  and  swiche*  the  best. 
To  fight  ich  would  go!" 

Charles,  on  the  next  day,  dispatched  Sir  Constantine  of 
Rome,  together  with  Howd,  earl  of  Nantes,  on  the  same 
errand:  he  then  sent  ten  kn^hts  at  once,  but  all  shared  the 
same  fiite;  and  he  foresaw  that  his  army  was  on  the  point  of 
being  taken  from  him  pieoe-meal,  by  the  villainous  giant, 
when  the  formidable  Roland  demanded  the  combat,  and,  in 
spite  of  the  king*s  entreaties,  persisted  in  his  resolution  of 
attacking  the  unbelieving  monster. 

Ferragus,  well  aware  from  the  appearance  of  Roland,  that 
he  had  now  to  deal  with  no  common  adversary,  put  fordi  his 
whole  strength,  and  actually  succeeded  in  pul&ng  from  the 
saddle,  and  in  putting  before  him  on  his  own  horse's  neck, 
the  greatest  and  most  redoubtable  of  all  Christian  champions: 
but  Roland,  after  a  short  mental  prayer  to  Jesos,  exerted  him- 

>  Here  generally  called  Renaiid  de  Montanbans  the  RfaiaUo  of  the 
ItallaDi.  sSach. 
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sdf  SO  effectually,  that  with  a  sudden  jerk  he  unhorsed  the 
giant  in  his  turn,  and  fell  with  him  to  the  ground.  They  now 
remounted  as  quickly  as  possible;  and  Roland  drawing  his 
sword,  the  terrible  DurindaUy  aimed  a  blow  at  Ferragus, 
which,  though  it  missed  the  rider,  cut  off  the  head  of  the 
horse,  and  brought  them  both  to  the  ground.  Ferraffus 
rerenged  himself  by  killing  Roland's  horse,  whom  he  feUed 
to  the  earth  by  a  blow  of  his  fist.  The  champions  were  now 
both  on  foot,  and  commenced  a  combat  which  lasted  from  the 
morning  till  night;  and  which,  though  highly  interesting  to 
the  very  numerous  spectators,  was  perfectly  harmless  with 
respect  to  both  the  actors,  because  Roland  prudently  avoided 
the  grasp  of  his  adversary,  and,  parrying  every  blow,  applied 
the  edge  of  Durindale  to  all  parts  of  the  giant's  impenetrable 
hide,  but  without  being  able  to  make  the  least  impression. 
Ferragus,  however,  contrived  to  tire  himself  so  effectually  by 
his  useless  exertions,  that  he  was  the  first  to  propose  a  truce 
till  the  next  day;  when  Roland  resolved  to  try  the  effect  of 
a  new  weapon,  having  sufficiently  asertained  that  his  sword, 
though  so  well  tempered  as  to  cut  the  hardest  marble,  could 
not  even  scratch  the  skin  of  this  huge  Saracen. 

On  the  foUowing  morning  the  battle  was  renewed.  Roland 
now  brought  with  him  a  knotty  oaken  club;  and  as  his 
saperior  address  still  enabled  him  to  avoid  his  enemv*s 
weapon,  he  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  beat  the  giant,  at  his 
leisure,  with  the  club,  from  morning  till  noon.  Ferragus  felt 
the  weight  of  the  blows,  and  became  more  exasperated,  and 
rather  more  awkward  than  before:  but  the  cudgel  was  as- 
incapable  of  bruising  as  the  sword  had  been  of  cutting  him. 
At  noon  therefore  the  champions,  by  common  consent,  dropped-, 
their  weapons,  and  began  to  throw  stones  at  each  other ;  and- 
this  curious  battle  was  kept  up  till  Ferragus  became  immode- 
rately sleepy,  and  requested  permission  to  take  a  short  nap. 
Roland,  whose  courtesy  was  equal  to  his  valour,  readily  con- 
sented ;  and  the  giant,  almost  instantly  &lling  asleep,  began 
to  snore  so  imreasonably  loud,  that  his  adversary  h^urd  him 
at  first  with  astonishment,  and  at  last  with  compassion,  con- 
ceiving that  he  must  be  in  very  great  pain,  and  that  neither 
man  nor  monster  could  be  naturally  inclined  to  slimibers  so 
very  noisy  and  inharmonious.  He  therefore,  after  surveying 
all  the  fragments  of  rock  which  they  had  lately  thrown  at  each 
other,  at  length  pitched  upon  one  which  appeared  sufficiently 

2a 
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smooth  to  form  a  tolerable  pillow;  and,  baving  placed  it  wiA 
great  care  mider  the  giant's  head,  had  the  satisfiictioa  of 
perceiving  that  his  repose  became,  in  consequence,  nnidi 
more  tranquil.  Ferragus,  howeyer,  at  last  awaked,  stared 
about  him,  rubbed  his  eyes,  and,  not  bein^  aware  of  Sir 
Roland's  talents  for  bed-making,  eagerly  inquired  who  had  to 
kindly  provided  him  with  a  pillow;  adding,  that  he  shooli 
ever  consider  as  his  friend  the  person  who  had  done  him  lias 
ffood  office;  upon  which  the  knight  replied  that  he  had  done 
it,  partly  indeed  in  charity  to  his  own  ears,  which  had  been 
almost  deafened :  '^  but,"  continued  he,  **  since  you  are  now 
very  fond  of  me,  pray  tell  me  whether  you  are  all  over  invol- 
nerable  ?"  Ferragus  answered  that  he  was,  ezceptixig  only  in 
the  navel;  and  then  inquired  in  his  turn  into  the  birth,  pa- 
rentage,  and  education  of  his  new  acquaintance. 

It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  the  pious  Roland  should 
reply  to  all  these  particulars,  without  mentioning  bis  religian; 
and  this  naturally  led  him  to  lament  that  the  good  friend 
whom  he  was  then  addressing  was  tdtimately  doomed  to  go  to 
the  devil.  Ferragus,  on  his  part,  aware  that  stupid^  is 
usually  imputed  to  the  whole  race  of  giants,  became  anjaoos 
to  convince  his  opponent  of  his  talents  for  disputation,  and 
desired  Roland  to  give  him  a  lesson  in  Christiamty;  ^di 
the  other  readily  undertook.  The  combat  was,  by  mutual 
consent,  postponed ;  and  the  Christian  hero  prepared  to  tzy 
whether  ^e  monster's  head  was  more  pervious  to  argmnent 
than  to  the  knots  of  his  club,  or  to  the  trenchant  edge  of 
Durindale. 

Roland  began  by  stating  very  concisely  the  several  pobts 
of  his  creed ;  to  all  of  which  Ferragus  successively  opposed 
Yob  objections.     He  began  by  the  Trinity— 
Ferragus  said  tho, 
"  It  no  might  never  be  so ; 
Therof  I  segge  nay ! " 

But  his  instructor  was  prepared  with  a  number  of  illustra- 
tions. As  the  harp  is  composed  of  three  things,  viz.  wood, 
strings,  and  harmony ;  and  as  the  sun  tmites  heat,  light,  and 
splendour ;  so  is  God  one  god  and  three  persons.  Ferragus 
declared  that  he  had  now  a  very  clear  conception  of  the 
Trinity ;  but  he  cotdd  neither  believe  nor  at  all  comprehend 
the  birth  of  our  Saviour.  Roland  told  h\m  that  the  birth  of 
Adam  and  that  of  Eve  were  not  less  miraculous  and  incom- 
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Meheiigible ;  and  that  God,  finding  it  necessaiy  to  send  us  a 
Kedeemer,  might  liare  either  caused  him  to  appear  amongst 
ns  immediately,  or  through  the  intervention  of  that  birth 
which  he  had  established  for  the  rest  of  his  creatures :  but 
that,  either  in  deviating  from  or  conforming  to  his  own  gene- 
zal  LkWB,  his  conduct  on  this  occasion  must  have  appeared  to 
ns  equally  mysterious.  Ferragus,  not  being  prepared  to  can- 
Tass  this  argument,  consented,  for  the  present,  to  admit  it; 
but  declared  that  the  death  of  Qod  upon  a  cross  was  quite  im- 
possible ;  and  that  his  resurrection  was  equally  incredible : 
**  For  that  I  ne  wist  never  no  man 
That  arose  after  than 

When  that  he  dead  vras/* 
Roland,  unvrilling  to  lose  his  proselyte  by  want  of  apparent 
deference  to  his  experience  or  understanding,  appeared  to 
consider  this  objection  as  of  great  weight,  and  answered  that 
in  &ct  the  godhead  did  not  die  while  the  animation  of  the 
body  was  suspended,  but  was  then  employed  in  the  work 
of  our  redemption,  and  that  hence  arose  our  hopes  of  a 
blessed  immortality.  Ferragus  appeared  so  &r  satisfied ;  and 
cqHressed  no  further  doubts,  excepting  as  to  Christ's  return  to 
heaven,  the  height  and  distance  of  which  appeared  perfectly 
unmeasurable.  Roland  replied,  that  God  could  return  thither 
with  as  much  ease  as  he  had  descended  from  thence;  and  that 
with  respect  to  the  distance  of  heaven,  it  was  not  less  wonder- 
M  that  the  sun,  after  having  manifestly  set  in  the  west,  should 
in  the  course  of  the  night  measure  back  its  whole  progress, 
and  rise  in  the  opposite  point  of  the  firmament. 

Roland  had  probably  entertained  great  hopes  from  the 
ingenuity  of  this  last  illustration,  and  was  therefore  not  a  little 
dinppointed  when  the  perverse  giant  made  him  the  following 
speech: 

Quath  Ferragus,  "  Now  ich  wot 
Your  Christian  law  every  grot; 

Now  we  will  fight 
Whether  law  better  be. 
Soon  we  shall  y-see, 
Long  ere  it  be  night." 
However,  as  it  was  clear  that  the  giant  was  tired  of  theology, 
and  very  unlikely  to  be  converted  by  persuasion,  it  became 
necessary  to  try  once  more  what  could  be  accomplished  by 
force.    Both  combatants  were  perfectly  refireshed,  both  were 

2  A  2 
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incensed  by  their  late  disputation,  and  their  first  strokes  were 
dreadful.  That  of  Roland  nearly  crushed  his  antagonist,  who 
in  his  turn  cut  in  two,  with  a  single  blow  of  his  sword,  tbe 
massive  oaken  dub  which  had  been  chosen  as  the  most  formi- 
dable weapon  in  all  Charlemagne's  armoury.  Fenragus  nofv 
b^an  to  exult  at  the  prospect  of  an  easy  victory ;  but  Boknd, 
devoutly  falling  on  his  Imees,  preferred  a  prayer  to  beaten, 
and  requested  the  divine  interference  in  a  combat  whidi  be 
had  undertaken  solely  for  the  purpose  of  vindicating  his 
insulted  religion.     An  angel  immediately  descended, 

And  said,  "  Heard  is  thy  boon ; 
Arise,  Roland,  and  fight. 

And  shed  the  shrew's  *  blood. 

For  he  nas  never  good 
By  lond  nor  by  sea ; 

Though  all  the  preachers  alive 

To  Christendom  would  him  shrive,' 
Good  nold  he  never  be!" 

The  Christian  champion  now  felt  himself  possessed  of  a 
degree  of  strength  which  no  human  power  could  resist 
Though  only  armed  with  a  fiitigment  of  his  club,  he  struck  off 
the  left  arm  of  the  giant,  and  by  a  second  blow  felled  him  to 
the  ground ;  after  which,  easily  disarming  him,  he  pierced  him 
with  his  own  sword  through  the  navel,  the  only  vulneraWfi 
part  of  his  person.  The  expiring  Ferragus  loudly  called  on 
his  god, Mahomet ;  -but 

Roland  lough*  for  that  c^, 
And  said,  *'  Mahoun !  sikerly, 
No  may  thee  help  nought, 
No  Jupiter,  no  Apolin, 
No  is  worth  the  brust  of  a  swin,* 

In  heart  no  in  thought." 
IJis  ventail  he  gan  unkce. 
And  smote  off  his  heved  in  that  place. 

And  to  Charles  it  brought : 
Tho  thanked  he  God  in  heaven. 
And  Mary,  with  mild  steven,* 

That  so  had  y- wrought. 
And  all  the  folk  of  the  land. 
For  honour  of  Roland, 

>  Aoconed  man.   '  Confess.    *  Laughed.   *  Bristle  of  a  sow.       yoke. 
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Thanked  God,  old  and  young ; 
And  yede  a  proccssioun, 
With  cross  and  with  gonfanoun,' 

And  sahne,  and  merry  song. 
Both  widow  and  wife  in  place, 
Thus  thonked  Qodis  grace, 

AU  that  spake  with  tongue ; 
To  Otuel  al  so  yem, 
That  was  a  Sarrazin  stem, 

Full  soon  this  word  sprung. 
These  concluding  words  seem  to  connect  this  romance  with 
the  following. 


SIR  OTUEL. 


Hie  fi^>]e  of  tbiB  romanoe,  though  not  contained  in  the  original  Chro- 
nicfe  of  Tnrpin,  appears  to  have  been  very  soon  engrafted  on  and  con- 
nected with  it.  I  do  not  know  that  it  was  ever  printed ;  but  it  is  pre- 
aerred  in  MS.,  though  in  an  imperfect  state,  in  tiie  Auchinleck  volume. 
Hie  fragment  contains  1738  lines,  and  is  written  in  couplets  with  con- 
aderable  spirit  and  animation.  A  second  MS.,  in  six-lined  stanzas,  is  in 
the  possession  of  W.  Fillingham,  Esq.  The  style  of  this  is  much,  more 
languid  and  feeble,  resembling  pretty  nearly  the  diction  of  the  romance 
whkh  we  have  just  examined.  It  has,  however,  the  merit  of  completing 
the  story,  and  of  furnishing  a  paraphrase  of  Tnrpin's  Chronicle  from  the 
period  of  the  death  of  Ferragus  to  the  battle  of  Roncesvalles. 

Hebkketh,  both  ying  and  old, 
That  wiQen  hearen  of  battles  bold! 
An  ye  woll  a  while  dwell, 
Of  bold  batayls  ich  woll  you  teU, 
That  was,  some  time,  between 
Christian  men  and  Saracens  keen. 
After  this  exordium  the  author  proceeds  to  tell  us  that, 
while  Charles  reigned  in  France,  the  throne  of  Lombaidy  was 
occupied  by  a  Saracen  prince  named  Garsie,  who  "  leved  all 
in  Maumetrie,*'  and  harassed  the  Christians,  throughout  his 
vast  territories,  with  unceasing  persecutions.     MarseiQes,  and 
many  of  the  southern  provinces  of  France,  were  tributary  to 
him ;  and  fifteen  kings  were  proud  of  serving  imder  the  ban- 
neiB  of  a  chief  who  looked  forward  to  nothii^  less  than 
1  Banner;  itandard. 
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the  extirpation  of  the  Christian  faith  thronghont  the  finest 
countries  of  Europe.  Such  a  man  was  the  natural  enemy  of 
Charlemagne,  to  whom  he  resolved  to  send  his  defiance, 
couched  in  terms  of  the  utmost  arrogance ;  and,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  the  greatest  notoriety  to  the  insult,  chose  one  of 
those  great  festivals  when  the  Christian  emperor  was  sur- 
rounded by  his  twelve  pears,  and  selected  an  ambassador 
whose  haughty  and  presumptuous  character  was  sure  to  be 
peculiarly  offensive. 

Otuel  his  name  was ; 
Of  no  man  afeard  he  nas. 
Into  the  palace  tho  he  cam, 
A  squyer  by  the  bond  he  nam, 
^d  said, ''  Ich  am  comen  here 
King  Garsie's  messangere. 
To  speak  with  Charles  king  of  this  lond. 
And  with  a  knight  that  bight  Roland, 
And  with  another  bight  Olyvere, 
Enightes  holden  withouten  peer ; 
Those  three  I  beseech  thee 
That  thou  tell  me  which  they  be." 
The  squire  beheld  with  awe  the  commanding  deportxBeiit 
of  the  stranger,  and,  respectfiilly  taking  his  hand,  led  him  to 
the  upper  end  of  the  hall,  where  Charles  was  seated  on  his 
throne,  a  bench  on  his  right  hand  being  occupied  by  Roland, 
Olivier,  and'Ogier  le  Danois.     Otuel,  surveying  Uie  whole 
assembly  with  an  air  of  conscious  superiority,  stalked  up  te 
the  imperial  seat,  and  then  fixing  his  eyes  on  Charles, 
He  said  to  him,  amid  his  hall, 
'* Sire  king !  foul  mote  ye  fall!* 
Thou  art  about  to  grieve 
Mahoim,  that  we  on  believe; 
Therefore  have  thou  maugr^  !■ 
So  thee  greeteth  Garsie  by  me. 
That  haveth  a  message  sent 
To  seggen'  his  commandement. 
And  mou,  Roland,  that  art  his  knight. 
Now  I  know  thee  by  sight. 
May  I  meet  thee  in  the  field. 
With  thy  spear  and  with  thy  shield, 

1  May  evil  befall  yoa  I      '  Be  thou  aocnned!  A.N.      "Say. 
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Ich  whole  wite,  so  mote  ich  the,^ 
Eight  between  me  and  thee ! " 

During  this  speech  many  of  the  company  betrayed  evident 
marks  of  impatience;  but  the  conrteous  Roland  simply 
answered,  that  the  insolence  of  an  ambassador  might  be  inde- 
eorons,  but  was  not  very  terrible,  particiilarly  when  the 
speaker  was  not  known  to  have  signalised  himself  by  any 
previous  exploits.  Otuel  now  began  to  enumerate  the  Chris- 
tian  hounds  who  had  already  fidlen  beneath  the  edge  of  his 
good  sword  Corrouge,  and  pursued  his  narration  in  terms  so 
o&nsive  that  Estuyt  of  Legiers,  one  of  Charlemagne's  knights, 
seizmg  a  fire-brand  from  the  hearth,  aimed  a  blow  at  Otuel, 
which  Roland  very  dexterously  intercepted ;  and  at  the  same 
tnne  the  king  himself,  interfering,  ordered  that  no  one,  on 
pain  of  his  severe  displeasure,  should  presume  to  attempt  any 
act  of  violence  against  a  person  invested  by  the  general  law 
of  nations  with  a  sacred  character.  The  monarch's  injunction 
would  perhaps  have  been  obeyed  but  for  the  increasing  arro- 
gance of  Otuel,  who  scorned  to  shield  himself  under  the  pro- 
tection of  any  law,  and  threatened  with  instant  death  whoever 
sbould  be  so  presumptuous  as  to  assail  him.  At  these  words 
a  French  knight,  whose  name  is  not  mentioned,  came  behind 
kirn,  seized  hun  by  the  head,  laid  him  prostrate  on  the  ground, 
and,  having  taken  a  knife  from  the  table,  attempted  to  stab 
him.  But  the  Saracen  was  protected  by  an  excellent  coat  of 
mail  beneath  his  robe,  and,  instantlv  rising  unhurt,  drew  the 
terrible  Corrouge,  and  with  the  first  blow  cut  down  the 
imailant.  The  hall  was  now  filled  with  tumult,  but  Otuel 
exdaimed  with  a  voice  of  thunder : 

"  By  the  laverd"  Sire  Mahoun, 

^lightes!  ich  rede,'  sitten  adown! 

For,  if  any  of  you  so  hardy  be. 

That  any  stroke  minteth^  to  me, 

Mahoun  my  God  ich  here  forsake, 

Oif  he  shall  ever  orders  take 

Of  any  other  bishop's  bond. 

But  of  Corrouge  my  good  brond!"* 

*Pro«pcr.  *Lord.  *  Adfise.  <  Aimcth. 

*  It  wts  very  common  with  knights- errant  to  end  their  days  in  her- 
>>>t>Se8;  prerioiuly  to  which  they  usually  received  the  clerical  tonsure. 
^^tnel'i  ailiuion  to  this  ceremony  must  have  been  a  favourite  joke,  a  few 
ccntarieg  back,  because  it  appears  very  frequently  in  our  old  romances. 
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It  caimot  be  supposed  that  this  insolent  speech,  or  the 
imposing  figure  of  Otuel,  who  held  in  his  hand  die  good 
sword  Corrouge,  still  reeking  with  the  blood  of  his  adversaij, 
could  have  inspired  any  terror  in  an  assembly  composed  of 
the  bravest  knights  in  Christendom ;  yet  it  was  observed  that 
the  voice  of  Charlemagne,  which  had  before  been  drowned  ia 
clamoiir,  was  now  better  heard,  and  his  injunctions  to  abstain 
from  violence  to  the  ambassador  more  willingly  obeyed. 
Indeed  a  considerable  part  of  the  company  showed  &eir 
respect  by  retiring  from  the  hall,  so  that  Otuel  was  left  with 
Charles  and  his  immediate  counsellors. 

The  king  now  earnestly  requested  him  to  give  up  lus 
sword,  the  retention  of  which  was  evidently  improper;  and 
Roland  offered  to  pledge  himself  for  its  &ithful  restoratioiL 
whenever  he  should  desire  to  depart;  but  the  pertinacioos 
Saracen  continued  insensible  to  their  courtesy,  and,  declaring 
that  if  he  had  twelve  squires  at  his  orders  he  would  trust  to 
himself  alone  the  care  of  his  favourite  Corrouge,  still  preserved 
the  same  menacing  attitude.  The  king,  unwilling  to  con- 
tinue an  indecorous  altercation,  at  length  waived  this  point  of 
ceremony;  and,  calmly  observing  to  the  Saracen,  that  the 
personal  violence  in  which  he  had  thought  fit  to  indulge  had 
only  tended  to  render  unintelligible  the  message  which  he  had 
been  ordered  to  convey,  requested  that  he  would  plainly 
deliver  the  purpose,  of  his  embassy. 

Otuel  replied,  that  Garsie,  king  of  Spain  and  Lombardy, 
and  of  other  countries  almost  innumerable,  had  sent  him  to 
announce  his  intention  of  ravaging  France  with  fire  and 
sword,  imless  Charles  shoxild  consent  to  avert  the  imeqiml 
conflict  by  renouncing  Christianity;  by  making  satis&ctioa 
for  divers  outrages  committed,  at  his  instigation,  on  the 
faithful  followers  of  Mahomet;  and  by  readily  taken  the  oath 
of  all^^ce  as  vassal  to  the  said  Garsie  : 
"  And  certes,  but  it  so  befall, 

Garsie  will  give  thine  londes  all 

To  Olerent  of  Esclavbnie, 

The  king's  son  of  Germanie, 

That  haveth  his  o^  daughter  to  wife, 

That  he  lovcth  as  his  life. 

Thus  shaU  all  thy  mirth  adown, 

But  thou  leve  on  Sire  Mahoim!* 
'  One,  only. 
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Before  Chailemagnc  could  offer  any  remark  on  these  imper- 
tinent conditions,  the  dausiperes  exclaimed  with  one  Ycdce, 
that  if  their  sovereign  would  condescend  to  lead  them  against 
Chunsie,  they  would  soon  punish  him  as  he  deserved,  for  the 
insolences  with  which  he  threatened  to  dispose  of  their  lands 
to  his  misbelieving  Saracens. 

''Certes,  sire  king,"  quath  Otuel, 
"Thine  Frenche  knights  can  yelpe*  well ; 

And  when  they  be  to  war  y-brought, 

Thenne  be  they  right  naught! 

Though  thou  bring,  with  shield  and  spear, 

All  that  ever  may  weapon  bear, 

To  warre  upon  the  King  Garsie, 

Certes,  all  mey  shoulden  die. 

And  thou  art  king,  and  olde  knight, 

And  havest  i-loren*  all  thy  might. 

And  in  thy  yuigthe,*  take  good  heed. 

Thou  were  never  doughty  of  deed ! " 
Even  the  patience  of  the  temperate   Charlemagne  was 
scarcely  proof  against  this  wanton  personal  insult,  and  the 
twelve  peers  were  incensed  almost  to  madness.      Roland, 
however,  still  preserving  his  dignity,  only  replied,  that  should 
his  good  fortune  in  the  field  lead  him  to  encounter  the  boast- 
ing ambassador,  he  trusted  that  he  should  so  behave  as  to 
cure  him  of  his  contempt  for  French  valour. 
"Ough!"  quath  Otuel,  and  lough,* 
'*  Whereto  makest  thou  it  so  tough  ?» 

Why  threat  me  in  another  land. 

When  ich  am  here  at  thine  hand  ? 

Gif  thou  havest  will  to  fight. 

When  ever  thou  wolt,  let  thee  dight. 

And  thou  shalt  find  me  ready,  aplight,« 

In  the  field  to  'bide  fight." 
"By  God,"  quath  Roland,  "ich  would  be  yare» 

When  ich  wist  to  find  thee  there ! 

And  evil  mot  he  thrive  and  the. 

That  first  fafleth  of  me  and  thee ! " 
The  im^tuous  Otuel  immediately  named  the  next  morning 
for   the  time  of  meeting;    and  Roland  having  with  equal 
eagerness  consented    to  the  proposal,    the  two  champions 

»  Boa«t,  Sax.       •  Ixwt.        •  Youth.        *  Laughed.        *  Difficult. 
*  Certainly.  ?  Ready. 
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threw  down  thdbr  gages,  and  soiemnly  pledged  ^beamdweB  to 
the  perforaumoe  of  the  battle.  Charles,  tiioug^  penonaQy 
insulted  by  the  arrogance  of  the  Sazacen,  c<»ild  not  he^ 
f^dmiring  his  spirit,  and  lamenting  that  such  an  intrqad 
warrior  shoidd  be  ignorant  of  the  virtaes  of  boptisBi.  Be 
therefore  earnestly  conjured  him  to  be  baptized,  and  to  forsake 
his  Mse  faith,  promising  to  reward  his  complianoe  by  the 
richest  investiture  that  hiis  spacious  dominions  could  furnish. 
Otuel  only  answered  by  fresh  outrages ;  after  which  tihie  Jdug 
at  length  bethought  himself  of  making  an  inquiry,  whidi  per- 
haps may  be  thought  to  have  been  unusually  deferred,  into 
the  rank  and  name  of  an  ambassador,  whose  ready  eloquence 
was  so  much  more  remarkable  than  his  courtesy. 

Otuel  answered  this: 
*'  A  kingis  son  ich  am,  y-wis, 

Sooth  to  say,  and  nought  to  lie, 

Ich  am  the  king's  cousin  Gaxsie. 

Ferragus  mine  eme  was. 

That  never  overoomen  nas. 

Sir  Roland,  thy  cousin,  him  slough;' 

Therefore  will  rise  wo  enough! 

Therefore  I  desire  so  miche,* 

To  fight  with  Roland  sikerliche. 

Ich  wol  tomoirowen  in  the  day 

Awreken'  his  death,  gif  ich  may.** 
The  mention  of  Ferragus  convinced  Charles  that  the  arro- 
gance and  discourtesy  of  the  gallant  stranger  were  &inily 
Sdlings,  with  which  it  would  be  useless  to  contend :  he  there- 
fore summoned  his  chamberlain.  Sir  Regnier,  and  strictly 
enjoined  him  to  take  care  that  the  r^resentative  of  King 
Garsie  should  be  protected  against  any  attack  which  the 
eccentric  manner  of  executing  his  commission  mig^t  tend  to 
draw  down  upon  him,  and  be  conducted  to  his  ««»,  with  all 
the  honours  to  which,  as  a  knight,  he  was  entitled.  Sir 
Regnier  accordingly  attended  the  stranger  in  person  to  his 
lodging,  and,  taking  his  leave  with  due  ceremony,  returned 
to  court. 

Charlemagne  had  little  sleep  throughout  the  night  Ihiiiiig 
an  attentive  survey  of  OtueVs  person,«he  had  observed  in  him 
the  marks  of  unusual  strength;  inferior  perhaps  to  that  of  his 
colossal  uncle,  but  not  less  formidable,  because  it  was  united 

1  Slew*  *  Much.  ■  AYcaage. 
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with  much  address  and  agility.  He  began  to  tremble  for  his 
n^hew;  and,  rising  before  the  lark,  conducted  Roland  to 
church,  where  they  both  heard  mass  and  received  absolution: 
bat  early  as  they  were  at  their  devotions,  they  found,  on  their 
return  to  the  palace,  the  punctual  Otuel  already  mounted  and 
armed  at  all  points,  llie  malicious  Saracen,  affecting  to 
overlook  his  adversary,  addressed  the  king,  and  inquired  after 
bia  nephew.  '*  Yesterday,''  said  he,  "  the  knight  was  fuU  of 
valour,  and  eager  to  fight  me ;  perhaps  he  has  been  let  blood, 
and  is  now  in  a  more  peaceful  temper  of  mind."  *'  Thou 
shalt  soon  feel,"  answered  Roland,  "whether  my  arm  is  blood- 
less." He  then  hastened  to  put  on  his  armour;  whilst  Otuel 
cafanly  rode  off  to  the  place  of  combat,  a  small  peninsula  on 
which  they  could  fight  without  the  fear  of  interruption. 

Roland  was  not  slow  in  following  to  the  appointed  spot; 
but  in  his  eagerness  he  missed  the  straight  road  which  Otuel 
had  pursued,  and,  unwilling  to  trace  back  the  winding  bank 
of  the  river,  spurred  Ins  steed  without  hesitation,  plunged 
into  the  water,  and  swam  over  to  the  opposite  side.  Th6 
eneounter  of  tiie  two  champions  was  instant  and  temble. 
Their  lances  were  shivered;  their  horses  floundered  at  the 
sho^ :  but  the  riders  were  immoveable,  and,  having  taken 
ihax  ground,  drew  their  swords  and  began  a  closer  and  more 
deciaive  conflict.  Roland  aimed  a  furious  blow  at  his  anta- 
conist,  but  it  danced  by  him  and  pierced  the  brain  of  his 
hone;  upon  which,  with  his  usual  courtesy,  he  reined  back 
his  awn,  and  waited  till  Otuel  had  disengaged  himsdf,  with- 
out offering  to  renew  the  blow:  but  the  thiiii]fV>i^  Saracen 
only  rallied  him  for  his  awkwardness  in  missing  a  knight, 
whoee  stature  afbrded  so  &ir  an  aim  as  to  render  the 
butchery  of  the  horse  pafectly  inexcusable.  Otuel,  however, 
was  soon  guilty  of  the  same  awkwardness,  and  conscious  that 
his  raillery  might  now  be  retorted,  imitated  the  gallantry  of 
Roland,  and  waited  till  he  had  recovered  his  feet  and  could 
engage  on  equal  terms,—- 

And  said, ''  Roland,  so  m^ite  ich  the. 

That  stroke  ich  meant  to  thee; 

And  now  it  is  on  thy  steed  y-stunt,* 

Let  now  stand  dunt  for  dunt." ' 
The  foot-oombat  which  now  commenced,  proved  thai  the 

>  Impniaed,  indicted ;  tttmian.  Sax. 
*  Dint  for  dint,  blow  fw  blow. 
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Saracen  was  worthy,  from  his  strength,  his  skill,  and  his  Tigi- 
lance,  to  encounter  the  inyincible  Roland;  who,  feeling  a  high 
esteem  for  his  opponent,  resolved  to  make  another  efibrt  to 
conciliate  an  enemy  who  might,  if  once  converted,  proTe  a 
most  valuable  supporter  of  Christianity.  He  therefore  re- 
peated the  offer  already  made  by  Charlemagne,  promising  him 
as  a  further  inducement  the  hand  of  the  beautiful  BeluenU 
the  king's  daughter;  and  Otuel,  though  he  still  refused  the 
proposal,  now  condescended  for  the  first  time  to  answer  in 
terms  of  courtesy.  In  the  mean  time,  Charlemagne,  who  was 
a  near  spectator  of  the  combat,  continued  to  survey  it  with 
increasing  trepidation.  Roland,  at  length,  growing  angiy, 
made  a  dreadful  blow  at  the  head  of  Otuel,  which  he  evded 
by  a  sudden  motion  of  his  body;  but  the  sword  in  its  descent 
struck  him  on  the  loin  with  such  violence  as  to'  bring  him 
with  one  knee  to  the  ground.  Charlemagne  exulted;  but  the 
Saracen  instantly  returned  a  stroke  so  well  aimed,  that  it 
cut  away  a  considerable  part  of  Roland's  hauberk,  and, 
though  it  produced  no  e£fect  on  the  wearer,  terrified  the  king 
to  such  a  degree^  that  he  began  to  anticipate  the  defeat  and 
death  of  his  nephew.  In  tins  extremity  he  fell  on  his  knees, 
directing  all  his  courtiers  to  imitate  his  example,  and  to  pnj 
to  heaven  with  all  possible  fervency  that  the  heart  of  Otud 
might  be  turned,  and  that  he  might  become  a  proselyte. 
They  did  so;  and  the  miracle  imme£ately  followed.  A  white 
culver  descended  through  the  air,  and,  in  the  sight  of  all  the 
multitude,  gently  perdied  upon  the  crest  of  Otuel,  who, 
retreating  a  ^ew  steps,  demanded  a  parley. 

And  said,  '*  Roland,  thou  smitest  full  sore! 

Withdraw  thine  bond,  and  smiteth  no  more. 

Gif  thou  wilt  holden  tiiat  thou  me  bet,^ 

That  ich  shall  wed  that  maiden  sweet. 

The  kingis  daughter  Belisent, 

Forsooth,  then  is  my  wille  went,* 

Gif  I  shall  wedden  that  fair  may, 

Ich  will  believen  upon  thy  lay,* 

And  alle  mine  gods  forsake. 

And  to  your  Qod  ich  will  take." 
Roland  replied  that  he  was  overjoyed  at  this  change  of 
sentiment,  and  sincerely  thankful  to  **  Jesu  full  of  might," 
through  whose  special  grace  it  had  been  operated.    The  two 
^  Phnnised.  *  My  indination  fixed.  •  Ltw. 
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champions  now  threw  away  their  swords,  and  rushed  into 
each  other's  arms,  *'  embracing  and  kissing  as  if  they  had 
been  brothers;"  and  Charlemagne,  who  speedily  joined  them, 
felt  at  least  an  equal  joy  in  ratifying  the  conditions  oiSered  by 
his  nephew,  observing  that  with  four  such  knights  as  Roland, 
OUTicr,  Ogier  le  Danios,  and  Otuel,  he  might  bid  defiance  to 
the  united  powers  of  the  Saracen  monarchs.  They  then 
repaired  to  the  palace,  where  they  were  welcomed  by  the 
**  mirth  and  melody  of  all  manner  of  minstrelsy,"  in  honour 
of  OtueVs  conversion;  and  on  the  following  day  the  new 
proselyte  received  the  gift  of  foUaught  (baptism)  from  the 
hands  of  Archbishop  Turpin. 

It  was  Charlemagne's  wish  that  the  wedding  should  imme^ 
diately  take  place:  but 

Otuel  to  the  king  said, 
"  Sire,  keep  me  well  that  maid; 
Forsooth  ich  n'iU  her  never  wed, 
Ne  never  with  her  go  to  bed, 
Ere  this  war  to  the  end  be  Inought, 
And  somewhat  of  thy  will  wrought. 
When  King  Garsie  is  slawe  or  take,' 
Then  is  time  marriage  to  make." 
Charles,  much  pleased  with  the  military  zeal  of  his  son-in- 
law,  summoned  a  council  of  the  twelve  peers,  and  referred  it 
to  them  to  decide  whether  he  should  immediately  assemble 
such  forces  as  could  be  brought  together  and  march  against 
Garsie,  or  wait  till  the  conclusion  of  the  winter.     The  latter 
was  decided  on,  and  the  remainder  of  the  year  was  passed  in 
making  preparations ;  so  that  they  took  the  field  in  spring, 
with  an  army  not  less  formidable  from  its  numbers  than  from 
its  discipline.     A  day  of  battle  was  appointed,  as  usual,  and 
a  field  chosen  for  the  purpose,  by  agreement  between  the 
hostile  sovereigns;  after  which,  Charles,  marching  into  Lom- 
bardy,  encamped  on  a  spacious*  plain,  with  his  advanced  guard 
on  the  banks  of  a  river,  the  other  side  of  which  was  occupied 
by  the  enemy.     A  bridge  constructed  by  the  French  engi- 
neers, where  the  ground  was  most  fevourable  to  their  troops, 
gave  them  the  means  of  seizing  the  best  moment  for  the 
general  attack. 

But  a  bridge  afforded  a  temptation  which  French  knights 
could  not  resist;  and  Roland,  Olivier,  and  Ogier  le  Danois, 
>  Slain  or  taken. 
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though  all  invested  with  h%h  oomnMuids  in  ^e  anny,  y 
decoyed  by  the  £icility  of  proying  their  yalour,  and  set  off 
one  morning  before  sunrise  in  search  of  adTentores.  Tlier 
first  exploit  was  sufficiently  fortunate.  They  met  four  San- 
cen  princes,  called,  ^*as  we  find  in  -  romaunoe,"  Eursbdca, 
Balsamum,  Astaward,  and  dard;  attadked  them,  lolled  the 
three  first,  made  Qarel  prisoner,  and  were  returning  with  all 
haste  to  their  own  camp,  when  they  peroeiyed  that  thdr 
retreat  was  effectually  cut  off  by  a  large  body  of  the  enemy. 
It  now  became  necessary  either  to  murder  or  dismiss  thor 
prisoner,  who  was  mounted  behind  Ogier;  and  as  it  would 
have  been  base  to  destroy  a  knight  who  had  trusted  to  their 
loyalty,  they  liberated  Glarel,^  and  after  swearing  to  deiend 
each  other  to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  and  making  number- 
less signs  of  the  cross  in  token  of  their  unreserved  submission 
to  the  decrees  of  Providence,  set  spurs  to  their  horses,  and 
rushed  forward  into  the  ranks  of  me  enemy,  through  idaiet 
they  were  resolved  to  cut  themselves  a  passage. 

The  attempt  was  certainly  rather  desperate;  but  the  three 
Mends  were  no  common  knights,  and  the  Saracens  who  en- 
deavoured to  stop  their  progress  would  have  acted  more  wisely 
by  suffering  them  to  effect  their  purpose.  These  were  Biran, 
Bassan,  and  Moter,  all  three  cavaliers  of  great  prowess,  who 
were  successively  killed,  together  with  a  great  number  of 
their  followers.  But  the  Saracens  wa!0  now  assembling  from 
all  quarters.  The  soudan  of  Tabarie,  named  CarmeU  airired 
in  time  to  rally  the  fugitives,  and,  attaddng  Ogier  le  Danots, 
threw  him,  severely  wounded,  to  the  ground.  Another  soa- 
dan,  called  Anawe  of  Nubia,  rode  to  meet  Olivier,  and  un- 
horsed him.  Roland  indeed  killed  them  both,  and  enabled 
Olivier  to  remount;  but  while  these  two  heroes  were  with 
great  difficulty  making  their  way  through  the  crowds  which 
opposed  them,  the  wounded  Ogier  was  still  on  foot,  assailed 
on  all  sides,  and  effectually  cut  off  £rom  his  companions.  At 
this  moment.  King  Clarel  perceived  his  situation,  and,  riding 
up,  advised  him  to  surrender,  and  received  his  awoErd. 

Clarel  was  no  wedded  man; 

Clarel  had  a  four  leman, 

>  Daring  their  debate  upon  this  subject,  Olivier  swean  "  by  the  Itvenl 
Saini  Riehard;**  by  which  it  would  seem  that  our  Ridiard  I.  had,  when 
the  French  original  of  this  .romance  was  composed,  been  oanonised  by 
minstrel  authority. 
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That  was  hoten*  Aii£uiie, 
And  was  bom  in  Ennony. 
ClareL  anon  rights," 
Cleped*  to  him  two  knights, 
And  said  to  him  anon, 
**  To  my  leman  shall  ye  gon. 
And  say  that  I  sent  her  this  knight, 
And,  that  his  woimd  be  healed  aright, 
And  good  heed  to  him  nom,^ 
To  sayen  him  till  my  to-come."* 
Whilst  Ogier  was  thus  made  prisoner  by  the  man  whom  he 
had  hoped,  a  few  homrs  before,  to  carry  to  the  feet  of  Charle- 
magne, and  whilst  Roland  and  Oliver  were  glad,  after  a  long 
and  dangerons  straggle,  to  save  themselves  from  the  same 
calamity  by  a  precipitate  flight,  Otuel  had  quietly  concerted 
the  best  measures  to  repair  tibe  bad  effects  of  their  rashness. 
Having  armed  himself  and  all  his  knights,  he  repaired  to 
Charlemagne,    . 

And  said,  "  Sire,  ich  dwell  too  long! 
Boland,  Olivier,  and  Ogier  the  strong. 
Over  the  water  alle  three 
Beth  y-went,'  for  envy  of  me. 
To  look  where  they  mighten  speed 
To  don  any  doughty  deed, 
Among  the  Saracens  bold : 
And  I  should  be  coward  hold. 
Therefore  I  ne  will  no  longer  abide; 
To  sechen  hem  ich  wol  ride. 
Though  they  habben  envy  of  me, 
Ich  mil,  for  the  love  of  thee, 
Fonden'  whether  ich  might  comen 
To  helpen  hem,  lest  they  weren  y*nomen. 
And  gif  hem  any  harm  betit,^ 
Let  hem  witen  her  own  wit.*'* 
The  king  expressed  to  him  the  most  lively  gratitude,  and 
c^amestly  entreated  him  to  push  forward  with  all  possible 
expedition,  assuring  him  that  the  whole  army  should  be  im- 
mediately marched  forward  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  his 
efibrts.      Otuel,   therefore,   having  with  him  many  of  the 
dotu^perei^  and  all  the  youngest  and  most  active  of  the  French 

I  Called.     •Right  anon;  immediately.    'Called.    *  Taken.    *  Arrival. 
*  Are  gone.  ^Try.  '  Hath  happened;  betided.  »  Thank  their  own  wisdom. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


368  EABLT   ENGLISH   HETRICAI.   UOUkXCZB. 

cavnliy,  crossed  the  river,  and  galloped  on  at  full  speed  to  the 
rescue  of  the  generals.  He  had  not  advanced  tar  before  he 
met  the  two  fugitives,  who  instantly  checked  their  horses,  and 
turned  back  with  him  to  charge  the  enemy;  but,  being  ques- 
tioned by  him  respecting  the  &te  of  Ogier,  were  obliged  t& 
answer  that  they  had  lost  sight  of  him  long  since,  and  that, 
being  much  woimded,  he  was  likely  to  have  &llen  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy. 

"Alas!  alas!"  quath  Otuel, 
'*  This  tiding  liketh  me  nought  well! 
Sire  Charles,  my  lord  the  kinlg, 
Wol  be  sorry  for  this  tiding! 
For  Godis  love,  hie  we  blive,* 
And  look  we  whether  Ogier  be  alive!" 
Boland  and  Olivier  were  not  less  anxious  than  himself  to 
recover  their  lost  companion;  and  these  formidable  knights 
were  exerting  their  utmost  speed  for  this  purpose,  when  their 
way  was  crossed  by  a  Saracen,  whose  name  not  unaptly  de- 
scribed his  qualities,  the  huge  and  redoubtable  Encumbrcr. 
Otuel,  with  the  rapidity  of  lightning,  pierced  the  massive 
champion,  and  overthrew  his  black  horse;   whilst  Rohmd, 
Olivier,  and  Estuyt  of  Legers,  bore  down  three  more  of 
Garsie*s  o£Bicers,  and  thus  set  an  example  to  the  rest  of  the 
French  knights,  which  they  followed  with  their  usual  impe- 
tuosity.    A  king  of  India,  named  Erpater,  armed  with  a 
mace  of  brass,  ventured  to  attack  the  gallant  Otuel,  and  struck 
him  with  a  violence  which  would  have  stunned  a  commoa 
hero;  but  was  soon  punished  for  his  temerity,  being  cloven 
from  the  head  to  the  shoulders.     Clarel  alone,  the  fiercest 
of  the  remaining  Saracens,  was  able  to  oppose  some  resistance 
to  the  French  knights,  and  to  stop  for  a  short  time  the  dis- 
order of  his  own  troops ;  who,  however,  were  only  saved  from 
a  total  defeat  by  the  approach  of  night,  and  consequent  cessa- 
tion of  hostilities. 

Tho  the  ost  was  withdraw. 
To  resten  hem,  as  is  the  law,* 
King  Clarel  came,  in  form  of  peace, 
With  three  fellows,  ne  mo  ne  less. 
Towards  Charles's  ost  the  king, 
and  Otuel  went  to  meet  him,  and  to  inquire  into  the  pui^iort 
of  his  embassy.     Clarel,  iastead  of  answering  his  questions, 
>  Quickly.  «  Custom. 
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b^ged  in  the  first  instance  to  know  his  name,  having  hod 
many  opportunities,  during  the  kte  battle,  of  witnessing  his 
unparaUeled  prowess. 

"  By  God,  fellow,"  quath  Otuel, 

"  iie  this  thou  know  my  name  full  well! 

So  God  shield  me  from  shame, 

Otuel  is  my  Christian  name ! 

Mahoun  icn  habbe  forsake, 

And  Jesu  ich  habbe  me  take." 
This  discovery  produced,  as  might  be  naturally  expected,  a 
violent  dispute  and  quarrel  between  the  Christian  convert  and 
the  rigid  Saracen,  and  ended  by  a  determination  of  fighting, 
next  morning,  a  duel  in  the  Christian  camp;  Otuel  having 
previously  pledged  his  honour  that  no  insult  should  be  offered 
to  his  antagonist,  and  that  the  merit  of  their  respective  reli- 
gions should  be  fairly  tried  by  an  appeal  to  the  sword.  Clarel 
was  punctual  to  his  tmie,  and  at  day  break  appeared  fiilly  armed 
before  the  royal  pavilion ;  where,  relying  on  his  safe-conduct,  he 
thought  fit,  while  expecting  the  arrival  of  Otuel,  to  amuse 
hiTrMwIf  with  insulting  the  venerable  person  of  Charlemagne,— 

And  8ai£  '*  Charles,  thou  art  old! 

Who  made  thee  now  so  bold 

To  warren  upon  King  Garsie, 

That  is  chief  of  all  Paynie  ? 

All  Paynie  he  haveth  in  wold;^ 

Thou  doatest,  tho  thou  art  so  bold !" 
Charles,  it  must  be  confessed,  had  submitted  to  still  greater 
insults  from  Otuel;  but  then  he  had  been  in  some  degree 
taken  by  surprise;  besides  which  that  chief,  was  a  privileged 
ambassador,  and  moreover  the  nephew  of  Ferragus  the  giant; 
idiereas  he  was  now  elated  with  victory,  and  thereby  rendered 
flo  irascible  that  he  determined  on  tlie  instant  to  punish 
Clazers  presumption,  and  actually  sent  for  his  armour  and 
prepared  for  the  combat.  It  is  even  probable  that  the  expos- 
tulations of  Boland  and  of  his  other  knights  would  have  been 
insufficient  to  deter  him  firom  his  purpose :  but  Otuel,  to 
wlMHn  he  had  lately  paid  much  more  deference,  convinced  him 
that  no  personal  offence  ought  to  prevent  the  decision  of  a 
quLurel  founded  on  a  theological  dispute;  and  consequently 
that  bis  majesty,  though  he  had  '^  sworn  his  oath,"  ought  in 
the  present  instance  to  desist,  leaving  to  him  the  task  of 
1  GoTomiiioiit* 
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pimishmg  darel  for  his  mistaken  opinioBS  in  religian,  i 
his  contempt  of  old  emperors. 

In  the  combat  with  the  lance,  both  champions 
usual,  brought  to  the  ground;  after  which  ^bsj  drew  their 
swords,  and  buffeted  each  other  for  a  competent  time,  and 
then,  growing  very  angry,  mutually  exerted  all  their  powers. 
At  this  period  of  the  battle,  Clarel  made  a  blow  at  his  adver- 
sary, which  nearly  stunned  him,  and  which  he  promised  to 
repay. 

Otuel,  for  wradi,  anon 

Areight'  him  on  the  cheek-bone; 

AH  too  fell  off  that  was  there, 

And  made  his  teeth  all  bare. 

Tho  Otuel  saw  his  cheek-bone. 

He  gave  Clarel  a  scotl  anon. 

And  said,  ^'  Clarel!  so  smote  then,  the. 

Why  shewest  thou  thy  teeth  to  me! 

I  nam  no  tooth-drawere! 

Hiou  ne  seest  me  no  chain*  bear.** 

Clarel  &eled  him  wounded  sore. 

And  was  maimed  for  erermore; 

And  smote  to  Otuel  with  all  his  might. 

And  Otuel,  that  doughty  knight, 

With  his  sword  kept  the  dent 

That  Clarel  him  had  y-meant, 

And  yet  the  dint  slode  adown, 

And  smote  Otuel  upon  the  crowik 

Quath  Otuel,  "  By  Godis  ore, 

Saracen,  thou  smitest  full  sore! 

Sith  then  thy  beard  was  y-sfasTe, 

Thou  art  woxen  a  strong  knave!**' 

Otuel  smote  Clarel  tho 

O  stroke,  and  no  mo. 

That  never  eft  word  he  ne  spake. 
The  event  of  this  combat  was  celebrated  by  fcsttiilius  and 
rejoicings  in  the  camp  of  Charles,  and  spread  grief  and  eon- 
stemation  through  that  of  Garsie,  who,  however,  deteiminrf 
on  revenge,  and  meditated  a  general  attack  on  tbs  duistaBS 
at  the  moment  when  they,  informed  by  spies  of  his  intenlMBii 

1  Stnick.  *Itilu>qld86enl>ytiiUthatitwaiiisi]aliRtktinlh<pa^^ 
to  wear  a  chain;  or  perhaps  a  sort  of  diapki  omnpoaed  of  teeth  wfakh' 
they  had  extooted. 
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marclied  forward  for  the  purpoae  of  aaafciling  him.  The 
armies  soon  met;  and  the  battle  began,  as  nswd,  by  a  skir- 
miidi  of  the  principal  officers  on  both  sides.  A  Turquein  of 
gseat  prowess,.  bcEt  whose  name  is  not  mentioned,  rode  against 
Boiiuid,  and.  cansed  him  to  lose  one  of  his  stirrups,  but  on  a 
seeond  charge  was  killed  by  the  Christian  knight.  A  second, 
named  Myafle  of  Bagoonde,  imhorsed  and  wounded  Oliyier, 
Imt  was  instantly  pierced  by  the  spear  of  Roland.  A  third, 
called  Galatin,  was  slain  by  Otuel.  At  the  same  time  a 
young  and  beardless  knight,  followed  by  a  troop  of  bachelors, 
all  under  twenty  years  of  age,  nobly  seconded  the  efforts  of 
the  three  Christian  heroes,  and  spread  tezror  through  the  ranks 
of  the  Saracens.  He  had  even  the  honour  of  capturing  a  Ttu*- 
kiah  prince,  named  Coursaber,  and  of  sending  him  as  his 
piiaoner  to  Chaiiemagne;  bUt,  being  carried  too  far  by  his 
unpetuosity,  was  in  imminent  danger  of  being  killed  by  the 
teErible  Poidias  of  Barbary,  when  he  was  rescued  by  Otuel, 
who  assaulted  Poidras  so  violently  ^^  that  there  he  lay  like  a 
stioked  swine." 

Gaiaie,  who  perceiTed  that  many  of  his  best  knights  had 
foUen,  and  that  tiie  dangers  of  the  battle  were  likely  to 
appioaeh  his  sacred  person,  began  to  feel  great  displeasure ; 
and.  calling  to  Arpevaimt,  one  of  his  fovonrite  adTiaer% 
reminded  him  that  the  defeat  of  the  French  and  the  punish- 
ment of  Otuel  had  been  solemnly  decreed  in  council,  and 
requested  him  to  propose  immediately  some  easy  means  of 
catrrying  that  decree  into  effect.  Arperaunt  frankly  confessed 
that  whilst  Roland  and  C^vier  were  ali'ro,  and  Otuel  oon- 
tinned  to  brandish  his  good  sword  Conouge,  he  saw  no  mode- 
of  accomplishing  those  salutary  measures:  upon  whidi  Garsie, 
addresnng  himsdlf  to  Baldolf  of  Aquilent,  a  general  of  known 
hardihood^  ordered  him  to  stop  the  fugitives  and  lead  them 
against  the  Christians,  promisiag  to  follow  in  person  with 
the  rest  of  the  army,  and  to  assist  in  the  capture  of  OtueL 

Quath  Baldolf,  "  By  Sire  Mahoun, 
Laverd,  we  wiU  don  what  we  mDun\ 
And  come  thou  after,  and  take  heed 
Which  manner  that  we  speed ; 
And,  gif  thou  seest  that  need  be. 
Come  and  help  us  ere  we  flee. 
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For,  when  a  host  to  flight  is  went. 
But  succour  come,  it  ehal  be  shent." 
Baldolf  kept  his  word,  and  did  what  he  could;  and  Kar- 
nifees,  one  of  the  fiercest  of  the  Saracen  champions,  assiated 
him  so  manfully  that  they  succeeded  for  a  time  in  rallying 
their  troops;  but  Kamifees,  being  so  rash  as  to  encounter 
Otuel,  was  speedily  killed,  after  which  the  disorder  of  the 
Saracens  became  irrecoverable. 

The  Saracens  were  so  adread, 
Into  the  water  many  fled; 
Some  swam,  and  some  sunk. 
And  cold  water  enough  they  drunk. 
The  author  has  now  the  good  nature  to  recollect  the  mifor 
tunate  Ogier  le  Danois,  whom  he  had  left  some  time  since  a 
prisoner,  under  the  care  of  Clarers  leman.  This  fair  Arme- 
nian began  by  ciuring  his  wounds;  but,  after  the  death  of 
Clarel,  treated  him  with  great  severity,  and  confined  him  in 
a  dungeon  under  the  ^ard  of  seven  knights.  Fortunate^ 
there  was  a  noble  squire,  who  took  pity  on  his  suffering,  and 
determined  to  share  his  fortunes.  Inrough  his  means,  Ogier 
recovered  his  horse  and  arms,  and  forthwith  killed  four  out 
of  the  seven  knights,  his  jailors;  and  then  hastening  to  the 
castle-gate,  obtained  the  means  of  escape  through  the  device 
of  the  same  squire,  who  persuaded  the  porter  that  they  were 
two  adventurers  going  in  search  of  plunder  to  the  Chrisdaa 
camp,  and  promised  him  a  share  of  their  booty.  Thus  was 
the  good  Ogier  liberated  from  prison,  and  thus  had  he  the 
good  fortune  of  contributing  his  share  towards  the  final  dis- 
comforture  of  the  unbelievers.  Though  he  had  ridden  aU 
night  without  once  alighting,  the  jov  of  seeing  his  old  com- 
panions, Roland  and  01i>'ier,  and  the  amusement  of  killing 
Saracens,  prevented  his  feeling  fiitigue  or  requiring  any  other 
refreshment;  and  it  may  be  presumed  that  his  horse,  who 
readily  took  his  usual  place  in  the  battle,  must  have  par- 
ticipated in  the  feelings  of  his  rider. 

llie  fortune  of  the  day,  as  we  have  seen,  was  already 
decided;  and  the  arrival  of  such  a  warrior  as  Ogier  could  not 
fiiil  of  precipitating  the  flight  of  the  enemy.  Garde,  who 
had  advanced  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  Otuel,  finding 
this  impracticable,  rode  off  towards  h^  tents,  and  wus  much 
surprised  at  being  overtaken  by  his  ungracious  cousin,  and  by 
h}0  three  Ghristiaii  companions; 
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King  Garsie  saide  tliis; 
**  For  bis  loye  that  God  is, 
Taketh  me  alive,  and  slayeth  me  nought; 
Let  my  life  be  for-bought!^ 
And  let  me,  as  a  prisoim,'  gon 
Before  King  Charles  anon. 
And  don  him  homage  with  mine  bond. 
To  bolden  of  him  aU  my  lond." 
Otael  observed  to  his  three  companions,  that  there  seemed 
to  be  no  objection  to  saving  the  life  of  a  man  whose  death 
would  be  perfectly  unprofitable  to  all  parties,  and  they  having 
agreed  in  the  same  opinion,  he  conducted  his  prisoner  to 
Charlemagne,  and  explained  to  him  that  Garsie  had  only 
stipulated  for  the  preservation  of  his  life,  and  had  voluntarily 
consented  to  a  state  of  imconditional  vassalage  and  depen- 
dance  on  the  crown  of  France. 

Hius  ends  the  Auchinleck  MS. — In  the  continuation  of 
the  story,  Otuel  appears  to  be  almost  forgotten,  though  his 
name  occurs  two  or  three  times  towards  the  end  of  the 
romance,  for  the  sole  purpose,  as  it  should  seem,  of  justifying 
its  title.  I  have  already  observed  that  such  a  continuation 
would  scarcely  deserve  notice,  but  that  it  presents  us  with 
the  concluding  scene  in  Turpin's  history,  the  battle  of  Ron- 
cesvalles. 

Charles  having  thus  terminated  the  campaign  of  Lombardy, 
led  bis  unsuccessful  rival  to  Paris,  where  Garsie,  convinced  that 
it  was  out  of  the  power  of  Mahomet  or  Apolyn  to  obtain  for 
him  such  terms  as  he  might  secure  by  embracing  Christianity, 
consented  to  be  baptized  by  the  hands  of  Archbishop  Turpin. 
Soon  after  this,  Charles  received  intelligence  that  Ibrahim, 
king  of  Seville,  having  united  his  forces  with  those  of  the 
king  of  Cordes,  was  encamped  near  that  city ;  he  therefore 
collected  an  army  with  all  possible  expedition,  and  marched 
to  attack  them.     He  found  them 

With  Imtayles  stem  ten ; 
The  first  waren  foot-men 

That  grisliche  were  of  cheer; 
With  hair  they  were  be-hong, 
And  beardys  swithe  long. 
And  homes  in  bond  hare. 
These  ugly  troops  were  also  provided  with  numberless  bells 
>  Banaomed.  '  Prisoner. 
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and  other  sonorous  instruments,  'which  added  to  the  hideous 
shouts  and  ycUs  with  which  tiiey  adraneed  to  the  attack 
produced  a  discord  truly  diaholical.  It  will  xeadily-he  he* 
lieved  that  the  valorous  knights,  who  fsrmed  the  van  of  the 
Christian  army,  were  very  little  distmbed  either  by  die 
abominable  features,  or  by  the  grotesque  gesticulations,  or  bj 
the  discordant  noises  of  iheee  uneouth  antagonists:  but  their 
horses,  which  were  perfectly  unprepared  for  an^encounter  widi 
such  musicians  in  masqu^ude,  utterly  refused  to  approach 
them,  and  when  roused  by  the  spur  from  the  letlnugy  ot 
astonishment  into  which  they  had  been  phmged  by^  the  ukx- 
-pected  sight,  suddenly  dispersed  in  all  directions,  and,  Aar^ 
ing  the  French  infimtry  with  the  rapidity  of  lightning,  threw 
them  into  confusion ;  afber  which,  commimicating  th«  puue 
-  to  the  body  of  reserve,  they  hurried  the  OBStonished  C^aik- 
magne,  together  with  his  twelve  peers,  several  miles  from  iSkt 
field  of  battle. 

The  infantry,  having  at  length  gained  a  eommanding  emi- 
nence, were  easily  rallied,  beotuse  they  could  not  run  modi 
further;  but  it  was  not  till  late  in  the  evening  that  they  were 
joined  by  the  cavalry,  when  the  king  commanded  tl^  to 
pitch  their  tents.  On  the  following  morning  he  gave  oiders 
that  the  ears  of  all  the  horses  in  the  army  should  be  corefiifif 
stopped  with  wax,  and  that  they  should  at  the  same  time  be 
hood- winked;  after  which  he  marched  forward  in  good  order 
to  meet  the  enemy.  The  Saracens  were  now  repulsed  in  ther 
turn;  but  maintained  an  obstinate  conflict  in  defence  of  their 
sacred  standard,  which  was  carried  in  a  car  drawn  by  tw^e 
oxen.  On  this  occasion,  Charlemagne  exhibited  the  greatest 
heroism,  and  drawing  his  good  sword  Joyeuse,  rushed  into 
the  midst  of  his  enemies,  forced  his  way  to  the  standaid,  eot 
in  two  the  long  and  massive  spear  on  which  it  was  reared, 
and  shortly  after  clove  the  skull  of  the  ferocious  Ibrahim,  die 
tyrant  of  Seville.  Eight  thousand  Saracens  fell  in  this  batde; 
and  on  the  following  day  the  king  of  Cordes,  who  had  escaped 
into  the  city,  was  forced  to  surrender,  and  to  do  homage  to 
Charles,  after  promising  to  renoimce  his  former  creed,  and  to 
embrace  the  doctrines  of  Christianity. 

Immediately  after  this  victory,  the  French  army  was  called 
off  to  repress  the  inroads  of  the  king  of  Navarre ;  and  on  ^ 
occasion  the  pious  Charles  was  gratified  by  a  firesh  miracle. 
It  is  well  known  that  those  who  die  in  battle  against  the 
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;  are  lewwded  by  the  crown  of  martyrdom ;  and  if  this 
wete  not  a  matter  of  eotOBe,  it  was  in  the  present  ease  secured 
by  tbe  eoq^Nreas  promise  made  by  St.  James  to  Charles  in  his 
ale^.  Now  the  good  kmg  wished  to  know  how  many  of  his 
kni^its  were  predestined  to  lose  their  lives  on  this  oceasion, 
aad  pn^ed  to  heaven  that  his  curiosity  might  be  satisfied. 
Aaoocdii^ly  the  intended  viotims  were  ail  marked  with  a  red 
CHMB  on  their  shoulder;  but  Charles,  finding  their  number 
mauAk  gieater  than  he  expected,  and  wishing  to  obtain  a 
cheaper  victory,  left  them  all  behind  in  a  place  of  security, 
afttacxed  the  enemy,  gained  the  battle,  and  returned  without 
kaa.  In  the  mean  time  those  for  whom  he  had  been  thus 
solicitous  had  all  expired:  and  thus  did  the  good  king  learn 
tlHKt  it  is  usdess  to  oppose  the  designs  of  Providence. 

Having  at  length  secured  the  submission  of  Spain,  by  dis- 
*g^h"*™g  all  bus  conquests  either  amongst  his  own  Mends  or 
those  of  his  beaefiMstor  St  James,  Charlemagne 
desirous  of  returning  into  Fiance ;  but  feeling  some 
eas  at  leaving  behind  him  two  Saracen  kings,  named 
i  aad  Baligand,  who  then  resided  at  Saragossa,  he  dis- 
patehed  an. ambassador  to  inform  them  that  they  must  imme- 
diately oonaent  to  be  baptised,  or  eke  pay  him  tribute.  The 
ambassador  whom  he  chose  for  this  mission  was  the  celebrated 
GooMS  or  Qanelon,  whose  duty  to  his  sovereign  and  to  his 
cuontry  waa  aooo  overpowered  by  a  present  of  thirty  somers 
(baaats  of  burthen)  laden  with  gold  and  silver,  which  the 
airtfiil  ft^Tiftoffiy  offered  to  him  on  condition  of  his  undertaking 
to  lead  the  French  army  into  the  defiles  of  the  forest  of 
JUmoasvaUes. 

And  tiiritd  steedes  with  gold  fine 
To  Charles  sent  that  Sarrazin, 

AU  they  were  white  as  flour; 
And  an  hundred  tuns  of  wine. 
That  was  both  good  and  fine, 
And  swithe  fair  colour.^ 
At  the  same  time  they  permitted  Ganelon  to  make,  in  their 
name,  whatever  promises  he  might  think  necessary  for  pre- 
iMiling,  any  sospicions  in  the  mind  of  Charlemagne. 

>  Gagoin,  in  his  translation  of  Tarpm,  adds  to  this  present  a  thouand 
•beaatiftil  dainsds,  "ponr  en  fSur  k  lear  vonlent^/'  and  further  explains  to 
w  the  real  caoae  of  tiie  terrible  disaster  wliich  befel  the  Christians;  this 
gift  hacving  been  too  tempting  fer  tfaeir  virtue. 
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The  traitor  executed  hia  commissiaii  ^th  ereat  address, 
and  suggested  such  a  disposition  of  the  Fren<£  army  as  in- 
sured  me  destruction  of  Roland  and  of  all  his  oompanions. 
Charles  in  person  commanded  one-half  of  the  army,  and  was 
suffered  to  pass  the  moimtains  unmolested,  and  to  descend 
into  the  open  country;  but  no  sooner  had  Roland,  who  con- 
ducted the  second  division,  adyanced  into  the  forest  of  RcmeeB- 
valles,  than  he  found  himself  attacked  on  all  sides  by  the 
Saracens,  who  had  been  previously  posted  on  every  eminence, 
and  had  concerted  every  measure  for  the  surprise  of  the  Chris- 
tians. Roland,  as  might  be  expected,  made  a  desperate  re- 
sistance, and,  being  assisted  by  all  the  best  knights  of  Frutce* 
nearly  annihilated  the  first  body  of  his  assailants;  but  the 
Saracens  continued  to  receive  constant  reinforcements,  while 
the  Christians  were  exhausted  by  fatigue  and  hunger.  Con- 
stantine  of  Rome,  Ogier  le  Danois,  Reynald  de  Montaaban, 
Sir  Bertram  the  stan£urd-bearer,  and  many  others  of  less  note, 
after  performing  prodigies  of  valour,  were  successively  slain. 
Olivier,  covered  with  wounds,  was  at  length  overpowered, 
and  Roland,  after  singly  cutting  his  way  through  the  enemy, 
perceived  that  all  hopes  of  retreat  were  lost,  and  that  nothii^ 
remained  for  him  but  to  seek  for  an  opportunity  of  dying 
honourably  in  the  field. 

After  wandering  for  some  time  in  the  forest,  he  discovered 
a  single  Saracen,  whom  he  secured  and  bound  to  a  tree;  after 
which,  having  gained  an  eminence  from  whence  he  could  dis- 
cover the  situation  of  the  enemy,  he  sounded  his  ivory  hom, 
collected  roimd  him  a  small  number  of  his  fugitive  soldiers, 
and,  returning  vrith  them  to  his  prisoner,  imbound  him,  and 
promised  him  life  on  condition  that  he  should  point  out  to 
them  the  person  of  King  Marsire.  The  Saracen  readily 
obeyed,  and  showed  him  the  king  mounted  on  a  bay  charger, 
and  bearing  a  golden  dragon  on  his  shield;  upon  which 
Roland,  setting  spurs  to  his  horse,  dashed  throng  the  sur- 
roimding  guards,  and  with  one  blow  clove  his  enemy  to  the 
saddle-bows.  Baligand  collected  the  remains  of  the  Saracen 
army,  and  retreated  to  Saragossa. 

Roland,  now  covered  with  woimds,  and  beginnii^  to  suflfer 
severely  firom  fever  and  from  thirst,  dismounted  from  his  horse, 
lay  down  under  a  tree,  and,  drawing  his  good  sword  Durindale, 
Tho  he  began  to  make  his  moan^ 
And  fiist  looked  thereupon, 
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Ab  he  it  held  in  his  hond. 
**  O  sword  of  great  might, 
Better  bare  never  no  knight. 

To  win  with  no  lend ! 
Thon  hast  y-be  in  many  batayle, 
That  never  Sarrazin,  sanns  &.yle, 

Ne  might  thy  stroke  withstond. 
Go!  let  never  no  Paynim 
Into  batavle  bear  him. 

After  Ihe  death  of  Roland! 
O  sword  of  great  powere, 
Li  this  world  nis  nought  thy  peer, 

Of  no  metal  y- wrought; 
All  Spain  and  Galice 
Through  grace  of  Qod  and  thee,  y-wis, 

To  Christendom  ben  brought. 
Thou  art  good  withouten  blame ; 
In  thee  is  graven  the  holy  name 
That  all  things  made  of  nought!'' 
After  these  words  he  rose,  and,  exerting  his  whole  force, 
struck  the  sword  against  a  rock  in  hopes  of  breaking  it :  but 
Durindale  sunk  deep  into  the  solid  stone ;  and  when  he  had 
with  some  difficulty  drawn  it  out,  he  found  the  edge  uninjured. 
The  dying  hero  now  blew  his  ivory  horn,  in  hopes  of  draw- 
ing round  hun  some  friends,  if  any  such  had  escaped  from  the 
battle,  to  whom  he  might  consign  his  sword,  and  who  might 
join  with  him  in  prayer  during  his  last  moments.     No  one 
appeared.     He  made  a  second  effort,  and  with  such  violence 
that  he  burst  the  horn,  and  at  the  same  time  so  distended  all 
his  veins  that  his  wounds  began  to  bleed  most  abundantly, 
and  soon  reduced  him  almost  to  extremity.     The  sound  of  this 
blast  was  distinctly  heard  in  the  army  of  Charlemagne,  who 
wished  to  return  in  search  of  his  nephew«  but  was  persuaded 
by  Ganelon,  that  Roland  could  be  in  no  danger,  but  was  most 
probably  amusing  himself  by  hunting  in  the  forest.      It 
brought,  however,  to  Roland,  two  of  his  companions.   Sir 
Baldwin  and  Sir  Terry,  who  having  escaped  the  general 
slaughter  had  been  hitherto  wandering  through  the  forest,  and 
whom  he  sent  in  search  of  some  water,  which  however  they 
were  unable  to  find.     In  the  mean  time  a  Saracen,  coming  by 
chance  to  the  spot  where  the  hero  lay,  endeavoured  to  carry 
off  Durindale;  but  Roland,  suddenly  starting  up,  wrenched 
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the  sword  from  his  hand,  killed  him  with  one  blow,  and 
fainted  with  the  exertion-:  so  that  8ir  Baldwin,  finding  him 
apparently  lifeless,  laid  him  with  great  ears  across  his  hone, 
took  care  of  his  sword  and  ham,  and  condacted  him  to  an 
adjoining  valley,  wheve  the  hero  recoveniig  his  senses  had 
time  to  make  a  veiy  long  prayer  before  he  expired;  when  his 
soul  was  immediately  caxned  up  to  heaven  by  a  troop  of 
angels. 

Archbishop  Turpin  was,  at  this  moment,  aaymg  mass  £ar 
the  souls  of  the  dead,  and  distinctly  heard  the  songs  of  tiiese 
angels,  who  were,  however,  too  distant  to  be  seen  :  but  at  the 
same  time  he  discovered  and  mterrogated  a  troop  of  black 
fiends,  who  were  flying  to  heU  with  tiw  sool  of  King  Maisire, 
and  who  reported  to  him  the  dealh  of  Bohmd,  which  he 
instantly  notified  to  Chariemagne. 

The  good  king  instantly  set  off  towards  Boncesvalles,  and 
being  met  by  Sir  Baldwin,  who  confirmed  the  deposition  of 
the  devils,  was  conducted  l^  him  to  the  body  of  fioland, 
over  which  he  swooned  two  or  three  times,  and  uttered  many 
learned  bat  tedums  lamentations.'  He  then  prepared  fot 
vengeance;  and,  having  first  prayed  to  Heaven  tiiat  tike  son 
might  be  stopped  for  hun,  as  it  had  formerly  been  far  Joaaa, 
(a  favour  which  was  readily  granted  to  him,)  led  his  mnay 
against  Sazagossa,  where  Baligand  had  found  a  letreat.  hi 
tms  battle,  Bir  Turpin  distinguished  himBelf  by  many  acts  of 
extraordinary  vahrar,  as  did  also  Sir  Hngon,  Bir  ThibaMt, 
C9iarlemagne,  and  Otuel,  of  whom  we  have  long  lost  sigltt, 
but  who  is  now  brought  forward  for  the  purpose  of  kiDiiig 
Perigon,  king  of  Persia,  whilst  Turpin  has  the  howNV  of 
destroying  the  treacherous  Baligand.  Bixty  thousand  Sara- 
cens, it  seems,  were  slain  in  this  long  and  murderoos  day; 
after  which  Charles  returned  to  the  &tcu  field  of  BoBeesmBsB; 
where  Sir  Terry,  having  formally  aocosed  Ganelon  of  "*f«»g' 
the  destruction  of  the  French  army,  and  having  proved  fab 
chaise  in  single  combat,  that  traitor  was  eomkmned  to  be 
hanged,  and  then  torn  into  quarters  by  four  hofses.  Having 
thus  revei]^ed  the  death  of  his  nephew, 

Charlys  took  his  knights, 

And  went  to  Roland,  anonrights, 


1  Though  these  lamentations  are  insafferable  in  the  drawling  stanxH  of 
our  Bnglish  tnmshitor,  they  ire  not  unentotainhig  in  the  oU  VkoA  of 
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With  swhiie  gmt  doknir; 
Bohndys  body  he  let  dight. 
With  myrrh  and  balm  anonright, 

With  swithe  good  odour. 
Both  Roland  and  OliTer, 
And  evoryeh  of  the  dna^per 
With  babn  weren  y-di^t ; 
Of  some,  withonten  fail. 
Men  didden  out  the  entrayle, 

And  in  lead  lay d  hem  aright : 
And  iho  that  weren  nought  so. 
Full  wen  in  salt  men  did  hem  do. 
To  be  sweet  both  day  and  night. 
I  shall  conclude  the  extract  from  about  eleven  hundred  very 
innpid  lines  in  the  words  of  the  author : 

Here  endeth  Otuel,  Boland,  and  Olyveie, 
And  of  the  twelve  dussypere, 

That  dieden  in  the  batayle  of  Runcyrale : 
Jesu  lord,  heaven  king. 
To  his  bliss  hem  and  us  both  bring. 
To  liven  withonten  bale ! 


SIR  FERUMBRAS. 


^le  following  romaacei  I  beUere,  was  never  printed.  A  MS.  copy  of 
it  existed  in  the  fibnury  of  the  late  Dr.  Farmer/  and  a  transcript  from 
this  copy,  made  by  the  late  Mr.  Steevens,  was  presented  by  him  to  my 
friend  Mr.  Donee,  who  kindly  permitted  me  to  re-transcribe  it.  It  is 
professedly  translated  from  the  French,  and  contains  3386  lines.  The 
original  may  possibly  be  the  Fierabras,  of  which  there  is  a  copy  in  Bibl. 
Reg.  15  E.  Ti.  SkeHon,  in  his  poem  of  Ware  the  Hawke»  mentions  it  by 
the  name  of  Syr  Pherumbras ;  and  Barber,  in  his  poem  of  The  Brace, 
B.  iii.  V.  437,  mentions  The  Romanys  of  worthi  Ferambrase,  the  adven- 
tores  of  which  are  related  by  Bmce  to  his  followers. 

It  may  probably  occnr  to  the  reader  that  this  story  ought  to  have  pre- 
ceded those  of  Perragos  and  Otnel ;  because  it  is  absnrd,  after  baring 
•fioompanied  Roland  and  his  companions  to  the  end  of  tiieir  pilgrimage  in 
this  wofrid,  tmd  eren  to  their  peaeeable  establishnaent  in  the  unt,  that  we 
•iMMld  again  bring  them  forward,  and  engage  them  in  a  new  and  inde- 
pendent scene  of  action.  Bat  an  absurdity  more  or  less,  where  ronanees 
~.  WMI  thought  of  little  cooseqaeoce;  and  as  the  most  rational 
SeelUbliotheea  Heberiana,  part  zi.  p.  162. 
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mode  of  arnmging  fkbnkms  oompontions  is  to  place  tbem  aeoorfiog  to 
the  order  in  which  they  were  written,  tfaoie  fictions  which  were  contrived 
on  the  basis  of  Torpin's  Chronicle  seemed  to  hsve  a  fair  daim  to  prioritj. 
Indeed,  whaterer  may  be  the  date  of  the  French  Fierabras,>  I  think  it 
would  not  be  difficult  to  prove  from  internal  evidence,  that  the  preaeait 
translation  cannot  be  earlier  than  the  end  of  the  fourteenth  or  beginmng 
of  the  fifteenth  century;  i^ereas  the  romances  of  Ferrag:ns,  and  die  Urat 
part  of  Otuel,  being  contained  in  the  A.uchinleck  MS.,  cannot  be  later 
than  1330,  about  wUch  time  that  MS.  was  completed. 

As  it  is  written  in  roxnaunce, 

And  founden  in  books  of  antiqnyt^ 
At  Seynt  Denyse  Abbey  in  Fraunce, 
There  as  clironicles  remembrede  be, 
it  will  be  found  that  a  mighty  soudan,  named  Laban,*  sove. 
reign  of  Babylon,  who  possessed  the  renowned  city  of  Agr»- 
more  on  the  river  Flagote,  was  a  terrible  scourge  to  the 
Christians,  whom  he  drove  out  of  the  Holy  Liand.    TwdTe 
kings  and  fourteen  amirals  fought  under  his  banners ;  yet  his 
conquests,  and  particularly  the  capture  of  Rome,  the  former 
mistress  of  the  world,  must  be  attributed  rather  to  the  sins  or 
the  Christians  than  to  the  number  or  value  of  his  forces. 
It  befell,  between  March  and  May, 

When  kind  corage'  beginneth  to  prick. 
When  frith  and  fielde  waxen  gay. 

And  every  wight  desireth  her  like : 
When  lovers  slepen  with  open  eye. 

As  nightingales  on  greene  tree. 
And  sore  desire  that  they  coud  fly. 

That  they  mighten  with  their  love  be ; 
This  worthy  sowdan,  in  this  season, 

Shope  him  to  greene  wood  to  goon, 
To  chace  the  boar,  or  the  venison,* 

The  wolf,  or  the  bear,  or  the  bawson.* 
He  rode  tho  upon  a  forest  stronde. 

With  great  rout  and  royalty. 
The  fairest  that  was  in  all  that  lande. 

With  alaimtes,*  lymeris,^  and  lacches'  free. 
1  Fyerabras  is  mentioned  in  Caxton's  Lyf  of  Charles  the  Grete,  1485, 
**  a  mervayllons  geaunte,  which  was  vanqnysshed  by  Olyver,  and  at  the 
laste  baptysed,  and  was  after  a  saynt  in  heven.*'  *  In  the  Frsndi  ro- 
mances he  is,  I  believe,  always  called  Baland.  >  The  heart.  *  The  deer. 
^  Badger.  «  Mastifis,  or  buU-dogs.  ?  Blbod^honnds;  Umurtt  Rr. 
used  to  track  the  deer.        "  Scenting-hounds. 
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Being  at  length  tired  of  hunting,  he  sat  down  under  a  tree 
on  an  eminence  which  commanded  an  extensive  view  of  the 
«ea,  and,  perceiving  a  ship  at  a  small  distance  firom  the  shore, 
sent  an  attendant  to  hail  the  vessel,  and  to  inquire  for  news. 
The  officer  soon  returned,  attended  hy  the  ship's  interpreter, 
who,  addressing  the  soudan,  informed  him  that  their  cargo 
was  of  immense  value,  consisting  of  rich  furs,  spicery,  oil, 
brass,  pearls,  and  precious  stones,  freighted  at  Babylon,  and 
intended  as  a  present  for  his  majesty ;  but  that,  having  been 
driven  by  stress  of  weather  to  Rome,  they  had  been  robbed  of 
the  best  part  of  this  treasure  by  the  Eomans;  and  humbly 
begged  leave  to  soUcit  that  he  would  denounce  his  royal  ven- 
geance against  the  authors  of  this  insult. 

Laban,  highly  incensed,  made  a  vow  to  Mahound  and  to 
Apol3m,  that  he  would  without  loss  of  time  exterminate  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  guilty  city ;  and  sent  pressing  orders  to 
an  his  tributary  kings  and  amirals  to  attend  him  on  an  ap- 
pointed day  with  the  whole  forces.  Seven  hundred  sail  of 
vessels  were  assembled  to  convey  the  army,  and  a  large  ship 
was  fitted  up  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  soudan,  together 
with  his  son  Fermnbras,  king  of  Alexandria,  and  his  daughter 
Floripaj. 

Two  masters  were  in  the  dromound. 

Two  goddes  on  high  sitten  there 
In  the  master-top,  with  maces  round. 

To  manaoe  with  the  Christian  lere.' 
The  sails  were  of  red  sendele,' 

Embrowdered  with  rich  array ; 
With  beasts  and  birds,  every  dele," 

That  was  right  curious  an4  gay. 
The  fleet  having  a  prosperous  passage,  Laban  caused  his 
anny  to  be  disemfiurked  near  the  mouth  of  the  lyber ;  and, 
lAyiliiig  them  towards  Rome,  laid  waste  the  whole  country  on  • 
his  passage,  and  filled  the  city  with  consternation.  The  pope 
assembled  his  council  to  consult  on  the  best  means  of  defence ; 
and  they,  instead  of  suggesting  any,  advised  that  messengers 
should  be  sent  to  Charlemagne,  imploring  his  timely  assist- 
ance :  but  Rome  still  contained  one  brave  man,  named  Sa- 
faazyz,  who  persuaded  them  to  delay  this  timid  measure,  and 
to  make,  in  the  mean  time,  such  exertions  as  were  iu  their 
power.  Inspiring  the  Roman  soldiers  with  a  zeal  similar  to 
^WlMrewith to meaaoetfasauristiia doctrine.  *  For cfiNla2e,  silk.  •Vut. 
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hia  Qwn^  he,  after  proTiding  for  the  dsfenoe  of  the  ifaBs» 
directed  a  sally  against  the  enemy : 

The  stour*  was  strong,  enduring  long ; 
The  Romans  hadde  there  the  fidd; 
The  Sarrazins  they  slew  among. 

Ten  thousand  and  mo,  with  spear  and  shieU. 

He  then  retreated  in  tima,  and,  having  suffered  litde  kMB» 
was  reoeived  in  Borne  aa  a  tutelary  deity.  In  the  mean  tine 
Lukalbre,  of  Bsddas  (Bagdat),  one  of  Lahan^s  toibutazy  kin^s* 
had  been  scouring  the  country ;  and  widi  such  soeoess  Ihait  ka 
brought  into  the  Saracen  camp  no  leas  than  ten  thousand 
Italiaxi  virgins,  for  the  use  of  the  seudaa  and  of  the  anay : 
but  the  soudan  happened  to  be  out  of  humour  from  the  laaa 
which  he  had  just  sustained,  and  ordered  tibie  YirginB  to  he 
slain ;  so  that,  says  our  author,  they  all  became  martyrs,  ^^and 
thereof  were  they  all  full  fain." 

If  chastity,  carried  almost  to  excess,  was  at  that  time  Hie 
distingnishii^  quality  of  the  Italian  ladies,  it  does  not  appeox 
that  humility  was  the  &yourite  virtue  of  their  conqueror;  §ar 
the  same  Lukafore,  having  taken  this  (^portnnity  of  demand* 
ing  the  princess  Floripas  for  his  wife,  voluntarily  pled^ped 
himself  to  her  ^Either  to  bring  the  emperor  Charlemagne  wilih. 
all  his  dosipere8  in  chains  to  the  foot  of  his  throne.  The  soudan 
could  not  refuse  the  highest  reward  for  such  a  service ;  and 
Floripas  herself^  though  not  at  all  enamoured  of  the  king  of 
Baldas,  readily  agreed  to  aoeept  him  when,  he  should  have 
fulfilled  these  conditions*  But  in.  the  mean  time  Laban  en- 
joined him  the  much  easier  task  of  assaulting,  with  thirty 
thousand  men,  the  city  of  Home ;  and  Lnkafere  without  hesi* 
tation  undertook  to  ^;Keeute  the  taak.  He  advanced ;  disco- 
vered with  some  surprise  that  a  wide  and  deep  ditch  waa  an 
obstacle  to  his  intended  attack ;  vainly  tortured  his  braina  to 
devise  some  expedient  for  overcoming  the  diffknilty;  and 
returned,  after  suffering  some  loas^  to  state  the  imposBBlnlitf 
of  the  enterprise. 

Laban,  who  had  been  accustomed  to  issue  his  oommanda 
without  inquiring  whether  their  execution  was  ]^8CticaUe, 
grew  very  angry,  and  cursed  all  his  gods  for  suffering  a  vile 
ditch  to  intervene  between  him  and  the  complrtinn  of  hia 
wishes ;  but  not  being  fertile  in  ocmtxivances,  he  sent  for  Ida 
engineer,  Sir  Mabon,  and  commanded  him  to  soggeafe  aa 
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imrentioB  whidli  mi^t  aDs^v«r  his  purposes.  Mabon  humbly* 
represented  to  him,  that  if  the  ditch  were  filled  with  fiiggots 
his  majesty's  troops  might  easily  pass  over  it;  and  the  soudaa^ 
after  commending  in  terms  of  rapturous  admiration  the  inge- 
nuity of  his  engineer,  gave  orders  for  this  necessary  measure ; 
and  directed  that  the  city  should,  on  tlie  following  day,  be 
assaulted  from  all  quacters. 

But  the  brave  Sabaryz  was  still  within  the  walls:  the 
Saracens,  after  a  long  conflict,  were  repulsed  wilii  consider- 
able loss;  and  the  sovudan  became  almost  mad  with  vexation 
at  this  second  disappointment.  Luka&re,  however,  by  the 
assistance  of  a  spy,  was  now  provided  with  a  stratagem  which 
succeeded.  He  was  told  Hiat  Sabaryz  would,  on  the  following 
day,,  attempt  a  second  sally;  and  that,  by  causing  a  banner 
to  be  made  exactly  similac  to  that  of  the  Bomans,  he  might 
easily  gain  admittance  within  the  gates.  Sabaryz,  returning 
from  Ins  expedition,  diseovered  too  late  the  artifice  of  the 
enemy,  and  m  vain  endeavomred  to  recover  the  tower  of  which 
they  had  obtained  possession. 

By  theoi  he  found  the  gate  shette, 

With  Sarrazins  that  had  it  won ; 
^d  Estragot  with  him  he  mette. 

With  IxHtr's  head,  black  and  dun. 
For  as  a  hoar  a  head  he  had, 

And  a  great  maoe  strong  as  steel; 
He  smote  Sabaryz  as  he  were  mad. 

That  dead  to  ground  he  &1L 
This  Estragot  of  Ethiope, 

He  was  a  king  of  great  strength; 
There  was  none  such  in  Europe, 

So  Strang  and  so  long  in  length. 
I  trow  he  were  a  devil's  son, 

QfBelsabubbisline, 
For  ever  he  was  thereto  y-wone* 
To  do  Christen  men  great  pine. 
After  tiie  deatii  of  Sabaryz,  the  pope  again  snnmumed  hm 
council,  and  aU  now  concurred  in  the  necessity  of  dispatching 
an  embassy  to,  imploBre  the  assistance  of  Charlemagne.     On 
the  following  day  ue  Saiaoens  again  tiied  a  general  assault; 
the  fleet  was  brought  up  to  the  Tyber,  with  their ''  boats 
bounden  to  the  mut,"  for  the  purpose,  as  it  should  seem,  of 
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giying  a  more  eleyated  situation  to  the  assailaiits;  aad  ^ 
military  engines,  under  the  direction  of  Sir  Mabon,  were 
worked  with  such  success,  that  a  ''  bastile,"  which  formed  a 
principal  protection  to  the  walls,  was  laid  in  ruins. 
Tho  the  great  glutton,  Estragot, 
With  his  mighty  mace  sware; 
On  the  gates  of  Rome  he  smot, 

And  brake  them  all  on  three  there. 
In  he  entered  at  the  gate. 

The  porte-cuUis  they  let  down  fall; 
He  weened  he  had  come  too  late. 

It  smot  him  through  heart,  Hyer  and  gall. 
He  lay  cryand  at  the  groimd 

like  a  devil  of  hell ; 
Thorough  the  city  went  the  sound. 
So  loud  then  gan  he  ydl. 
This  fortunate  event  inspired  the  besieged  with  fresh  hopo. 
Though  frequently  summoned  to  surrender,  they  persisted  in 
defending  the  city;  and  at  the  close  of  day  had  Uie  satis&c- 
tion  of  seeing  the  enemy  once  more  compelled  to  retire  with 
considerable  loss. 

The  pope  now  formed  a  most  desperate  project.  Conceiv- 
ing that  the  Saracens,  after  the  death  of  Sabarys,  would  &d 
perfectly  secure  from  any  further  enterprises  on  the  part  of 
the  besieged,  he  proposed  to  march  out  at  the  head  of  twenty 
thousand  men,  leaving  ten  thousand  for  the  guard  of  the  dfy, 
and  to  attack  the  enemy  in  their  camp.  In  fact,  the  scheme 
was  well  concerted,  and  the  surprise  would  have  succeded,  but 
for  the  vigilance  of  Sir  Ferumbras,  who  going  his  rounds 
about  an  hour  before  day-break,  discovered  the  march  of  the 
Bomans,  sounded  the  alarm,  and  in  the  mean  time  made  hesd 
against  the  assailants.  The  attack,  however,  was  well  sai^ 
ported;  Sir  Bryer  of  Apulia,  and  Sir  Hubert,  and  Sir 
Gyndarde,  three  knights  in  the  Roman  army,  seemed  to  haie 
inherited  the  skUl  and  courage  of  Sabaryz,  and  dcstrojed 
great  numbers  of  the  Saracens;  but  the  superiority  of  Ferum- 
bras at  length  became  conspicuous. 

Tho  came  the  pope,  with  rich  array. 

His  bannere  tofore  him  went; 
Ferumbras  then  gan  to  assay 
If  he  might  that  prey  entente; ' 
1  Attadc,  attenter,  Fr. 
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SuTOosiiig  in  his  thought 

There  was  the  sovereign. 
He  spared  him  therefore  nought, 

But  bare  him  down  there  in  the  plain. 

Anon  he  sterte  on  him  allane, 

His  Tentayle  for  to  unlace; 

And  saw  his  crown  new  shane,i 

And  shamed  then  he  was. 

"  Fie  priest,  God  give  thee  sorrow! 

What  doest  thou,  armed  in  the  field. 
That  shouldest  say  thy  matins  on  morrow? 
What  doest  thou  with  spear  and  shield? 
I  hoped  thou  hadst  been  an  emperour, 

Ch"  a  chieftain  of  this  host  here; 
Or  some  worthy  conquerour: 

Go  home,  and  keep  thy  quere!* 
Shame  it  were  to  me,  certain. 
To  slay  thee  in  this  batayle. 
Therefore  turn  thee  home  again!" 

The  pope  was  glad  thereof  sauns  fiiile. 
He  went  home  to  Rome  that  night, 
With  five  thousand  and  no  more; 
Fifteen  thousand  left  in  the  field  aplight. 
Full  great  sorrow  was  therefore. 
Tliis  disastrous  event  might  have  ultimately  led  to  the 
surrender  of  Rome,  but  its  inmiediate  capture  was  the  effect 
of  treason.     Ispres,  a  man  who  possessed  by  inheritance  the 
command  of  the  principal  gate,  repaired  to  Laban,  and  offered 
to  betray  his  cha^  on  certain  conditions,  which  were  readily 
promised:  but  Ferumbras,  who  was  ordered  to  receive  pos- 
session of  the  gate,  caused  the  traitor's  head  to  be  struck  off 
by  the  port-cuSis,  and  to  be  carried  on  the  point  of  a  spear 
before  his  troops,  while  he  proceeded  to  the  pillage  of  the  city. 
Ferumbras  to  St.  Peter's  went, 

And  all  the  relics  he  seised  anon; 
Hie  cross,  the  crown,  the  nayles  bent. 

He  toke  them  with  him  everych  one. 
He  did  despoyl  aU  the  cit^ 

Both  of  tresor  and  of  gold; 
And,  after  that,  brent  he 
All  that  ever  might  be  told. 
'MmrlyihaTeiu  *  Quire.  •  Cortunly. 
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Thus  was  completed  the  triumph  of  the  MabometanB.  The 
booty  found  in  Rome  was  sent  by  Labon  to  Aigremor^  where 
he  spent  three  months  in  constant  festivitiea.  The  aUan  of 
his  false  gods  smoked  with  ceaseless  clouds  of  frankinfiense, 
and  the  pleasures  of  the  table  were  unremitted. 
They  blew  homys  of  brass; 

They  dronke  beastys'  blood; 
Milk  and  honey  there  was 

That  was  royale  and  good. 
Serpents  in  oil  were  fried 

To  serve  the  soudan  withal; 
"  Antrarian!  Antrarian!"  they  cried. 

That  signifieth  "  Joye  generale." 
Whilst  the  soudan  was  thus  feasting  on  fried  snakes,  the 
campagna  of  Kome  exhibited  to  the  ChristiazL  army,  widdi 
was  advancing  to  its  relief,  the  most  horrid  scene  of  desola- 
tion. The  messengers  had  reached  Charlemagne  in  safety, 
and  that  monarch  had  taken  measures  to  collect  his  army  with 
the  utmost  epeed ;  but  as  his  preparations  required  some  time, 
and  the  distress  of  the  Romans  was  pressing,  he  sent  off  Sir 
Guy,  duke  of  Burgundy,  at  the  head  of  such  troops  as  woe  m 
readiness,  with  orders  to  keep  the  enemy  in  dieck  till  his 
arrival.  Sir  Guy  immediately  hastened  into  Italy;  bat  die 
Saracens  were  already  disembarked;  the  ruins  of  the  city  we 
s6Sl  smoking;  the  neighbouring  country,  exhausted  by  the 
enemy,  afibrded  no  jneans  of  subsistence;  and  he  finmd  it 
necessary  to  halt  at  some  distance,  and  to  wait  the  appraaeh 
of  the  royal  army.  This  series  of  bad  news  greatly  exaspe- 
perated  Charles,  who  swore  to  be  revenged  on  Laban,  aai  t9 
put  him  to  death,  unless  he  should  consent  to  restoiv  4» 
reliques  and  to  abjure  his  idolatry ;  after  which,  feeling  Ma- 
self,  as  people  usually  do  on  such  occasions,  somem^  re- 
freshed by  his  oath,  he  b^an  to  take  with  more  coofaiefls  t^ 
steps  which  were  necessary  for  its  accomplishment.  He  pro- 
vided a  fleet,  embarked  his  army,  landed  on  the  banks  of 
the  river  Gaze,  about  thirty  miles  from  A^remor,  and  began 
to  pillage  the  coimtry  for  the  purpose  of  notifying  his  safe 
arrival. 

Laban,  always  arrogant,  and  rendered  still  more  so  by  his 
late  success,  was  perfectly  astonished  at  the  presumption  of 
Charlemagne ;  and  having  convoked  his  barcms,  he  thus  ad- 
dressed tlwm: 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


SIB  TERxnaRAa.  387 

**  I  diarge  yon,  npcm  your  legeaimaBy 
That  ye  bring  me  that  ghxttosi. 
That  depeth  kmiaelf  king  of  Fnmoe, 

Hither  to  my  pavillan. 
Keep  him  alive:  the  Temenant  ale,^ 

The  twelve  peers  each  one ; 
I  thall  teach  him  comrtesie, 
I  swear  by  god  Mahoun!" 
€a  Ferambias,  Sir  Lukafere,  and  the  other  Saraeen  knights 
imanediately  seized  their  arms,  and  hastened  to  a  skiimish 
witb  BoUmd,  Oliyier,  and  the  rest  of  Charles's  knights.  The 
sktrmish  became  a  tremendous  bottle,  in  which  the  Saraeens 
were  so  severely  handled,  that  Ferombras  was  obliged  to  con* 
fess  to  his  father,  that  their  gods,  "  what  devil  so  ever  them 
ailed,'*  had  not  blessed  their  arms  with  victory.  Charles,  on 
the  other  hand,  being  rather  prond  of  the  feats  which  he  had 
achieved  with  his  good  sword  Joyeuse,  but  unwilling  to  arro- 
gate to  his  own  effi>rt8  the  whole  soceess  of  the  day,  chose  to 
share  it  only  with  the  elder  knights  of  his  army,  whom  he 
praised  in  terms  so  exclusive,  that  his  nephew,  the  impetuous 
Roland,  conceived  himself  and  his  breuuren  in  arms  to  be 
unjustly  slighted,  and  soon  took  an  opportunity  of  expressing 
his  displeasure. 

Tlie  author  now  presents  us  with  a  prayer  to  "the  red 
Mars  armipotent,"  who  is  invoked  either  by  Labon,  or  by 
some  other  person,  to  succour  the  Mahometans  against  the 
Christians;  and  then  abruptly  proceeds  to  assert  Sie  neces- 
sity, or  at  least  the  propriety,  of  felling  in  love  during  the 
spring  of  the  year;  and  these  digressions  lead  him  to  describe 
the  nations,  which  are  qidte  sufficiently  numerous,  £x)m  which 
Laban  recruited  the  late  losses  in  his  army. 

All  these  people  was  gathered  to  Agremore; 
Three  hundred  thousand  of  Sairasins  feU; 
Some  bloo,  some  yeDow,  some  black  as  Moor, 
Some  horrible  and  strange  as  devil  of  hell. 
He  made  them  driitk  of  b^Htys'  blood. 

Of  tiger,  antelope,  and  cao^yon*, 
As  in  her  use  to  eager  their  mood. 
When  they  in  war  to  batayle  gon. 


•  If euang,  TpnhMff  th«  camebpaid«U».    The  bkod  of  a 
would  go  a  VC17  IHtle  way  towards  satufying  a  thisstj  Saracen. 
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Laban  addressed  this  motley  army  in  a  speech  intended  to 
increase  the  warlike  ardour  occasioned  by  the  inflammatory 
nature  of  their  diet,  ordered  a  solemn  sacrifice  to  his  ^ods, 
and  then  directed  Ferumbras  to  march  against  the  Christums. 
Ferumbras  led  out  his  troops;  but  having  ordered  them  to 
halt  in  a  thick  wood,  advanced  with  only  ten  followers  to  the 
camp  of  Chai'lemagne,  and,  demanding  a  parley,  o^red  to 
fight  singly  against  Roland,  Olivier,  Guy  of  Bummdy,  Duke 
Naymes,  Ogier  le  Danois,  and  Richard,  duke  of  Normandy. 
Charles  replied,  with  proper  temper,  that  without  resorting  to 
his  best  knights  he  could  easily  find  a  champion  who  would, 
singly,  be  adequate  to  a  combat  with  such  an  adversary:  he 
however  sent  for  Roland,  and  ordered  him  to  accept  the 
challenge. 

Roland  answered,  with  wordes  bold. 

And  said,  "  Sire,  have  me  excused!" 
He  said,  certainly  he  ne  wold; 
The  batayle  utterly  he  refused. 
"  The  last  day  ye  praised  feste 

The  old  knights  of  their  worthiness; 
Let  them  gon  forth;  I  have  no  haste; 

They  may  go  shewen  their  prowess." 
For  that  word  the  king  was  wrothe. 

And  smote  him  on  tiie  mouth  on  hie^; 
The  blood  out  of  his  nose  outgoth ; 

And  said,  *'Traitour!  thou  shalt  abye!" 
"  Abye,'*  quoth  Roland,  "  wole  I  nought; 
And  traitour  was  I  never  none, 
By  that  lord,  that  me  dear  hath  bought!'* 

And  brayde*  out  Durindale"  anon. 
He  wolde  have  smitten  the  king  there, 

Ne  haatlc  the  barons  run  between: 
The  king  withdrewe  him  for  fear. 
And  passed  home  as  it  might  best  been. 
Roland  thus  gratified  his  resentment  at  the  expense  of  a 
severe  mortification;  since  he  thereby  precluded  himself  from 
fM^cepting  a  combat  which  would  have  afforded  him  much 
satis&ction:  and,  by  quarrelling  with  his  uncle,  he  only  gave 
the  other  barons  the  trouble  of  bringing  about  a  reconciliation, 
which  he  was  obliged  to  purchase  by  his  submission.    Olivier, 
who  had  been  wounded  in  the  preceding  engagement,  and  W80 
^  In  haste.  •  Drew.  *  The  name  of  hia  tvord. 
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then  confined  to  his  bed  suddenly  rose,  on  hearing  of  this 
dispute,  and,  hastening  to  the  king,  demanded  the  battle  with 
snch  earnestness  that  Charles  was  forced  to  acquiesce.  He 
then  put  on  his  armour,  mounted  his  horse,  and  rode  to  the 
adjoining  forest,  at  the  skirts  of  which  he  found  Ferumbras, 
who  had  dismissed  his  attendants,  and  was  sitting  on  the 
ground  imder  a  tree,  to  a  branch  of  which  his  horse  was 
secured.  The  Christian  knight  courteously  saluted  the  Sara- 
cen, and  proposed  the  combat:  but  Ferumbras,  without  alter- 
ing his  posture,  coldly  demanded  the  challenger*s  name ;  and 
being  told  that  it  was  **  Generys,''  only  obserred  that  Charles 
was  a  fool  to  send  him  such  an  adversary,  and  desired  the 
snppoeed  youth  to  return  and  tell  him  so. 

**  How  long,"  quoth  Olyver,  "  wilt  thou  plead? 
Take  thine  arms,  and  come  to  me; 
And  prove  that  thou  sayest  in  deed. 

For,  boast  thou  blowest,  as  thinketh  me." 

Ferumbras,  roused  by  the  stem  and  menacing  tone  of  these 
words,  instantly  seized  his  helmet,  which  Olivier  courteously 
assisted  him  to  lace;  after  which,  the  combatants,  poHtely 
bowing  to  each  other,  vaulted  into  their  saddles,  rushed  toge- 
ther at  full  speed,  shivered  their  lances,  and  then  drawing 
their  swords  commenced  a  tremendous  combat,  of  which,  be- 
cause it  passed  without  witnesses,  the  author  has  given  a  very 
niinute  description.  Olivier,  by  an  accidental  stroke,  cut  off 
two  bottles  of  balm  which  were  trussed  to  the  saddle  of  his 
antagonist,  and  having  seized  them,  threw  them  into  the  river, 
to  the  great  indignation  of  the  Saracen,  who  represented  that 
they  contained  a  medicine  of  sovereign  virtue,  and  that  such 
a  loss  was  absolutely  irreparable.  The  battle  therefore,  after 
this  new  injury,  continued  with  increased  obstinacy;  but  such 
was  the  skill  of  both,  that  after  a  laborious  contest  of  some 
hours,  during  which  neither  had  been  materially  hm-t,  they 
stopped  by  mutual  consent  to  rest  themselves  and  take  breath. 

This  pause  naturally  introduced  a  parley;  for  the  Saracen, 
convinced  by  the  blows  which  he  had  endured,  that  his  enemy 
must  be  one  of  the  twelve  peers,  earnestly  requested  him  to 
declare  his  real  name. 

Olyver  answered  to  him  again: 

"  For  fear  I  leave  it  not  untold; 
My  name  is  Olyver,  certain. 

Cousin  to  King  Charles  the  bold; 
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To  wbom  I  daall  thee  send. 

Quick  or  dead,  this  Hune  day. 
By  conquest  here  in  this  field. 
And  make  diee  in  renie*  tiby  lay." 
This  disooTery  increased  the  indignation  of 
idiose  uncle,  a  oertain  Psaydier,  king  of  Italy,  had,  it  f 
been  slain  by  Olivier.  Bothretumed  to  the  fight  with  uciiwwi 
vigour :  at  length,  however,  the  sword  of  Olivier  having  fided, 
he  ran  in  Ihe  steed  of  Femmbrss,  whidi  was  tied  to  a  Use, 
and  seiaed  a  fterii  sword  which  was  hanging  fifom  the  saddle; 
but  in  turning  on  his  adversary,  received  a  Mow  on  the  shouUsr 
whidi  Ibroed  him  to  bend  with  one  knee  to  the  grand. 
At  this  moment  Charles,  who  had  probably  very  good  sfo, 
discovered  him  from  the  camp  in  an  attitude  which  seemed 
to  portend  his  approaching  defeat,  and  b^paa  to  pray  with 
great  fervency  that  his  sick  nephew  might  obtain  a  victofj 
over  the  healthy  Saracen.  His  prayer  was  heard,  and  an 
an^ brought  him  the  welcome  intelligence;  soon  after  wludi, 
Olivier  aimed  at  Ferumbras  a  blow  which  pierced  the  hanbok 
and  laid  open  a  part  of  his  side,  producing  at  the  same  time  a 
most  violnit  effusion  of  blood.  The  wounded  man  now  ooa- 
feased  himself  vanquished,  and  implored  the  mercy  of  lis 
adversary. 

'*  I  am  so  hurt  I  may  not  stonde; 
I  put  me  all  in  thy  grace: 
My  gods  ben  false  by  water  and  lend, 
I  renye  them  all,  here  in  this  place! 
Baptized  now  wole  I  been." 
He  then  requested  Olivier  to  accept  his  horse  and  aims. 
to  carry  him,  if  possible,  to  Charles ;  warning  him  that  ^ 
Saracen  army,  which  lay  concealed  in  the  wood,  had  ordeis 
to  advance  about  this  hour  of  the  day,  and  might,  if  a  aiameot 
were  lost,  cut  off  their  retreat. 

In  fact  this  fiiendly  intimation  came  too  late;  and  the 
enemy  approached  so  fiist  that  Olivier  was  compelled  to  depo- 
sit his  wounded  proselyte  under  an  olive-tree,  and  to  take  the 
best  measures  in  his  power  for  his  own  security.  In  the  mean 
time  the  French  army  was  in  motion;  and  Koland,  anxioas 
for  the  fete  of  Olivier,  fer  outstiipping  all  the  rest,  rushed  like 
lightning  into  the  raiiks  of  the  Saracens.  But,  while  he 
slaughtered  all  within  his  reach,  his  horse  was  killed  under 
'  Deny,  disavow;  reaier,  Fr. 
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hiiii  hf  the  axrows  of  the  more  distant:  he  had,  in  his  haete* 
negleeted  to  take  with  him  his  trusty  Durindale,  and  had  seized 
a  eommon  sword,  which  now  broke  in  his  hand;  so  that  being 
on  int  and  unaimed,  he  was  at  length  home  down  and  made 
by  a  cnywd  of  assailants.  Olivier  beheld,  and  at* 
i  to  prerent  this  nusfortone ;  but  his  horse  also  being 
by  tiie  showers  of  darts  which  ibll  upon  him,  he  was  in 
mmmahr  manner  overpowered,  made  captive,  and  conducted, 
tag^rtber  with  Boland,  to  the  £»ooious  Lukalere,  Charlemagne 
made  every  effort  fbr  the  rescue  of  his  nephews :  and  the 
erooiiig  was  ihr  advanced  when,  after  an  unavailing  pursuitv 
in  which  the  enemy  suffered  severely,  he  consented  to  give 
orders  ftxr  the  retveat.  In  returning  to  the  camp,  however, 
he  had  the  good  fortune  to  meet  the  wounded  Ferumbras, 
whom  he  prepared,  in  the  first  instance,  to  put  to  death,  in 
revei^  for  the  captivity  of  his  relations;  but  being  moved 
hf  kiK  piety  and  contrition,  and  reflecting  on  the  advantages 
widak  might  accrue  to  Christiaaity  from  the  conversion  of  such 
an  important  peisonage,  he  conducted  him  to  his  tent,  caused 
kim  to  be  attended  by  his  own  surgeons,  and,  after  his  reco- 
very, directed  Tuqnn  to  instruct  and  baptise  him  by  the  name 
&i  nov^rn.  He  continued,  hov^ver,  during  the  whole  of  his 
militery  life  to  be  known  by  his  original  appellation,  and  only 
assumed  the  latter  during  his  declining  years,  which  were 
passed  in  acts  of  holiness  and  contrition. 

Roland  and  Olivier  being  conducted  to  Laban  by  Lukafere, 
were  questioned  by  him  respecting  their  names  and  rank, 
which  they  instantly  avowed ;  and  the  soudan,  with  as  little 
hesitation,  vowed  a  vow  to  Mahomet  that  they  should  both  be 
executed  the  next  morning,  a  little  before  diimer.  But  being 
as  ready  to  break  his  vows  as  to  make  them  rashly,  he  deter- 
mined, by  the  advice  of  his  dau^ter  Floripas,  that  the  said 
knights  should  be  detained  as  hostages  for  his  son  Ferumbras; 
but  that  they  should  be  thrown  into  a  deep  dungeon,  and  de- 
barred from  all  food  until  the  return  of  Charlemagne's  pri- 
soner. It  may  be  necessaiy  to  observe,  that  the  walls  of 
Labaa's  palace  were  in  part  washed  by  the  sea;  that  within 
these  wbOs  was  a  garden,  and  beneath  this  garden  were  the 
ceOa  of  the  dungeon,  which,  therefore,  at  high  tides  were 
neariy  filled  with  wiUer.  Such  was,  during  six  days,  the 
lodging  of  oar  brave  knights,  who  had  certainly  some  reason 
to  OMD^plain,  and  who  did  complain  so  loudly  that  they  at 
length  attracted  the  attention  of  Floripas.    The  princess  who. 
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had  repaired  to  her  garden,  "  to  gather  flowers  in  monung 
cold,"  being  moved  to  compassion  by  the  groans  of  the  pri- 
soners, requested  her  governess  to  assist  her  in  relieving  their 
wants,  but  the  old  witch,  whose  name  was  Marigoimde, 
utterly  refused  to  help  her  in  such  an  act  of  disobedience. 
Floripas  made  no  further  instances,  but  continued  her  walk; 
and  repairing  to  a  window  in  a  pavilion  which  overlooked  the 
sea,  suddenly  caUed  to  Marigounde  to  come  and  see  the  por- 
poises, who  were  sporting  beneath  her.  Marigounde  thrust 
herself  forward  to  behold  the  sight;  and  her  young  pupil, 
making  a  sudden  effort,  pushed  her  into  the  water,  where  she 
was  instantly  drowned. 

"  Go  there,"  she  said;  "the  devil  thee  speed! 
My  counsel  shalt  thou  never  bewry:^ 
Whoso  will  not  help  a  man  at  need. 
An  evil  death  mote  he  die!" 
Floripas  now  repaired  with  the  same  proposal  to  Biitiv 
marte,  the  jaQer,  whom  she  hoped  to  find  more  compaasionate, 
or  more  complying  than  her  duenna;  but  she  was  mistaken. 
Britomarte,  not  satisfied  with  refusing  her  request,  threatened 
to  impart  it  to  the  eoudan,  and  actually  set  out  to  execute  his 
purpose;  but  the  active  princess,  following  dose  at  his  heels, 
seized  the  key-clog  which  hung  firom  his  shoulder,  and  with  a 
vigorous  blow  dadied  out  his  brains;  after  which. 
To  her  fisitibier  forth  she  goth, 

And  said,  "  Sire,  I  teU  you  here, 
I  saw  a  sight  that  was  me  loth. 

How  the  false  jailer  fed  your  prisonere; 
And  how  the  covenant  maae  was. 
When  th^  should  delivered  be: 
Wherefore,  I  slew  him  with  a  mace; 
Dear  fiither,  forgive  it  me!" 
"  My  daughter  dear,  that  art  so  true. 
The  wEttd  of  them  now  give  I  thee ; 
Let  their  sorrow  be  ever  new, 
Till  Ferumbras  delivered  be." 
She  now  proceeded  to  the   dungeon,  attended  by  two 
maidens,  with  whose  assistance  she  lowered  a  rope,  and  suc- 
cessively drew  out  the  two  prisoners,  whom  she  conve3red  to 
her  own  apartments,  where  she  caused  them  to  be  bathed* 
and  after  a  slight  repast  left  them  to  their  repose. 

Thus  had  the  gentle  Floripas,  in  the  course  of  a  few  hoars, 
1  Betray. 
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kicked  her  governess  out  of  window,  knocked  out  the  brains 
of  a  jailer,  and  cheated  her  &ther,  for  the  purpose  of  saving 
from  destruction  two  of  his  most  inveterate  enemies.  It  was 
an  eventful  day;  and  scarcely  more  so  at  the  court  of  Laban 
than  at  that  of  Charlemagne. 

This  good  king,  having  summoned  his  council,  declared  to 
them  his  intention  of  sending  Guy  of  Burgundy,  as  his  am- 
bassador, to  the  soudan,  with  a  message  importing  that,  "  if 
the  said  soudan  did  not  immediately  restore  his  two  nephews, 
together  with  the  reHques  taken  at  Rome,  he  might  expect 
the  most  dreadful  consequences  from  Charles's  vengeance; 
and  that  all  his  gods  would  not  be  able  to  save  him  from  de- 
struction." On  hearing  this  strange  resolution,  Duke  Naymes 
of  Bavaria,  the  wisest  and  most  venerable  of  the  counsellors, 
ventured  to  represent  that  such  a  message  addressed  to  such 
a  man  would  expose  its  bearer  to  certain  destruction.  *'  By 
God!"  said  Charles,  "  Sir  Guy  shall  go,  and  thou  shalt  share 
his  danger!"  This  indeed  was  not  quite  a  legitimate  argu- 
ment; but  it  was  an  answer  which  seemed  likely  to  preclude 
all  fturther  discussion :  it  however  produced*  a  veir  different 
effect  from  that  which  the  king  expected.  Ogier  le  Danois, 
B^ry  TArdennois,  Fulk  Baliante,  Le  Roux,  Iron  of  Brabant, 
Barnard  of  Prussia,  Bryer  of  Bretagne,  and  even  Archbishop 
Torpin,  successively  declared  themselves,  of  the  same  opinion 
with  Duke  Naymes,  and  remonstrated  against  the  absurdity 
and  injustice  of  the  measure ;  but  Charles,  growing  more  and 
more  angry,  gave  to  each  in  his  turn  the  same  answer:  and 
having  dismissed  them  all  on  the  same  dangerous  errand, 
seem^  to  think  that  the  loss  of  his  twelve  peers  in  the  field 
was  well  compensated  by  their  absence  from  his  councils. 

It  was  somewhat  remarkable  that  the  same  measure,  to 
which  Charles  resorted  in  direct  opposition  to  all  his  friends, 
was  at  the  same  time  adopted  by  Laban,  at  the  unanimous 
instance  of  his  wise  men;  and  that  twelve  Saracens  of  high 
rank  were  sent  to  demand  the  liberation  of  Ferumbras,  in 
terms  no  less  insulting  than  those  employed  in  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  French  ambassadors.  The  delegates  from  both 
sides  met  in  a  plain,  near  the  city  of  Mantrible;  saluted  each 
other;  and  mutually  communicated  their  respective  orders; 
alter  which  the  Saracens  wished  to  proceed  on  their  journey, 
but  were  prevented  by  Sir  Guy,  who  defied  them  to  an  imme- 
diate trial  of  arms.  The  result  was  that  the  Mahometans 
were  all  killed;  and  their  heads  being  cut  off,  were  separately 
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padbed  up,  and  carried  to  Aigremor  by  Hie  French  langfats  in 
eonp^ny  with  their  credentids.  On  their  arrival  at  lAban's 
palace: 

Doughty  Dcke  Naymea  of  Bavere 
To  the  sowdan  his  meseage  told. 

And  said,  ^  God,  tiiat  made  heaven  ao  cJeart 
He  save  King  Chajies  so  bold. 

And  confound  Laban,  and  all  hia  men 
That  on  Mahound  believen. 

And  give  them  evil  ending;  Amen! 
To*morrovr,  long  ere  it  be  ewn. 

He  oommandeth  thee,  upon  ihj  life, 
His  nephews  home  to  him  to  send. 

And  the  reliques  of  Rome,  without  abcile; 
And  else  gettest  tiiou  evil  end." 
He  tiien  proceeded  to  rdate  that  he  and  his  ooEmpanionf 
bad  killed  by  the  way  twelve  awkward  feUows^  who  professed 
to  be  sent  ftom  Aigremor,  with  a  saucy  message  to  the  French 
long;  and  then  produced  the  heads  as  vouchers  for  his  veracity. 
La^n,  in  a  great  rage,  answered,  that  not  having  jet  eaten 
siifficienthr,  he  would,  in  tibe  Bret  instance,  finish  his  dinner, 
but  tiiat  he  would  then  order  their  heads  to  be  cut  off;  and 
this  resolution  he  confirmed  by  a  solemn  oath,  which  Floripas 
instantly  persuaded  him  to  break,  by  requesting  to  take 
charge  of  the  prisoners,  till  a  gen^»l  council  of  his  barons 
should  have  determined  on  the  best  mode  of  making  thdr 
punii^mient  conducive  to  the  release  of  hex  brother  Ferum- 
bras.  The  princess,  therefore,  carried  them  to  her  apartment; 
introduced  them  to  tiieir  Mends  Roland  and  Olivier;  and, 
having  desired  them  to  point  out  Sir  Guy  of  Burgundy,  in- 
formed them  that,  from  the  fevourable  r^>ort  of  his  character, 
she  had,  without  seeing  him,  being  long  enamoured  of  that 
gentle  knight;  that  it  was  her  wish  to  &j\ae  her  false  gods, 
to  embrace  CSiristianity,  and  to  become  his  wife;  that  with 
tins  view  she  had  already  done  mudi,  and  was  prepared  to  do 
more  for  their  benefit;  but  that,  if  slighted  by  the  ol:9ectaf 
her  passion,  she  was  prepared  to  abimdon  them  all  to  her 
fether's  vengeance. 

Sir  Guy  was,  at  first,  very  much  indisposed  towards  this 
hasty  contract;  but  his  friends  having  properly  represented 
to  him  the  youth  and  beauty  of  Floripas,  her  importairt  sor- 
vices,  and  their  common  danger,  he  at  last  oonsented:  whan 
Floripas,  taking  in  his  hand  a  golden  cap 
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Foli  of  noble  mi^ty  wine. 

She  said  to  him,  "  My  lofe,  mjioitd, 
ICy  heait,  my  body,  my  good  is  thine:" 

And  kissed  him  with  that  word. 
And, '"Sire,"  she  said, "« drink  to  me. 

As  the  guise  is  of  my  kmde. 
And  I  shell  drink  again  to  thee. 
As  to  my  worthy  hnsbonde." 
Tins  eolenm  oeremony  being  ooncluded,  iloripas  informed 
lier  gaeets  that  she  had  in  her  power  a  gieat  -variety  of  excel- 
lent  snita  of  annonr;  that  (m  the  folk>wing  moming  they 
voold  do  well  to  array  themsdves  in  these,  and  when  thie 
•oodan  should  be  at  dinner,  to  aasail  him  and  his  guests,  and 
to  olitain  possession  of  the  oastle. 

Una  salntsiy  measure  wss  Teiy  neariy  disconoerted  by  Sir 
Lakafete  of  Baldas,  who,  befiire  the  soudan  went  to  table, 
requested  his  penmssion  to  visit  and  interrogate  the  prisoners. 
On  approaching  the  chamber  of  Fk>ripas,  he  found  the  docnr 
Jodoea;  but  as  he  was  a  roan  of  little  ceremony,  he  burst  it 
open  with  a  blow  of  his  fist,  and  entered.    Finding  nothmg 
to  excite  his  suspicions,  he  entered  into  conversation  witli 
Duke  Naymes;  and,  after  many  inquiries  respecting  the  court 
of  Charlemagne,  asked  what  were  the  usual  amusements  of  the 
knights  during  the  intervals  between  one  meal  and  another. 
'*Sir,  some  men  just  with  spear  and  shield. 
And  some  men  carol,  and  sing  good  songs; 
Some  shoot  with  dartes  in  the  fidd. 
And  some  playen  at  chess  among." ' 
'*  Te  ne  be  but  fools  of  good  disport] 
I  wole  you  teachen  a  new  jAay ; 
.  Sit  down  here  by  one  assort. 

And  better  mirth  never  ye  seigk"' 
He  tied  a  thread  on  a  pole. 

With  a  needle  theron  y-^Eist,' 
And  there  upon  a  quick  coal; 

He  bade  every  man  blow  his  blast 
Duke  Naymes  had  a  long  beard. 

King  Lukafere  blew  even  to  him; 
That  game  had  he  never  before  lered : 

He  brent  the  hair  of  Naymes'  beard  to  the  skin. 
Tliis  conflagration  incensed  Duke  Naymes,  who  set  great 
stove  by  his  long  beard.     He  snatched  a  burning  log  from 
>  Atiataryalfl.  '  Saw.  •  Fastened. 
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the  hearth,  applied  a  hlow  to  the  forehead  of  Lukafere,  nhidi 
beat  out  both  his  eyes,  seized  him  in  his  arms,  threw  him  on 
the  hearth,  and  kept  him  down  with  the  fire-fork  till  he  was 
burned  to  death;  tiie  gentle  Floripas  continuing,  during  the 
whole  time,  to  applaud  the  execution. 

As  it  was  likel}'  that  Laban  would  be  surprised  at  the  long 
absence  of  his  Mend  Lukafere,  the  princess  urged  the  knights 
to  hasten  their  enterprise;  and  scarcely  had  she  taken  her 
seat  at  table  when  they  rushed  into  the  haU,  and  put  all  the 
guests  to  the  sword,  excepting  Laban  himsdf,  who,  thoa^ 
closely  pursued  by  Olivier,  had  time  to  throw  himself  out  of 
window,  and  fedling  on  the  soft  sand  of  the  sea-shore  eacuped 
without  injury.  The  surprise  of  the  casUe  was,  however, 
complete ;  the  knights  found  themselves  in  possession  of  the 
Soudan's  principal  treasures,  of  arms  and  military  engines  in 
abundance,  and  of  a  considerable  stock  of  provisions:  and 
though  Laban  immediately  sent  to  Mantrible,  another  of  his 
principal  citadels,  to  collect  the  means  of  besi^ing  Aigremor, 
they  had  hopes  of  receiving  assistance  from  Charles ;  and  in 
the  mean  time  the  fair  Flonpas  exhorted  them  to  enjoy  their 
present  advantages  with  confidence. 

"Therefore  go  we  sup  and  make  merrie, 
And  taketh  ye  alle  your  ease; 
And  thirty  maidens,  lo  here,  of  Assyrie, 

The  fairest  of  them  ye  chese  :* 
Take  your  sport,  and  kithe*  you  knights ; 

When  ye  shall  have  to-done. 
On  to-morrow  when  the  day  is  light, 

Ye  must  to  the  walles  gon. 
And  defend  this  place  with  cast  of  stone. 

And  with  shot  of  quarelles  and  dart; 

My  maidens  and  I  will  bring  good  wone,* 

So  everich  of  us  shall  bear  his  part." 

Laban,  being  very  angry,  attempted  an  assault  before  he 

had  collected  a  sufficient  body  of  assailants,  and  was  repulsed 

with  great  loss ;  after  which  he  assembled  his  wise  men,  and 

ordered  them  to  suggest  some  more  efficacious  method  of 

retaking  his  city.     They  observed  to  him  that  the  knights 

whom  he  besieged,  though  very  terrible  in  battle,  could  not 

live  without  food,  and  must  therefore  be  ultimately  compelled 

to  surrender  if  not  relieved  by  Charles;  and  that,  to  cut  off 

all  possibility  of  such  relief,  it  would  be  necessary  to  prevent 

»  Choose.  «  Provt.  •  Plenty. 
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any  intercoiirse  between  the  besieged  and  the  Christian  camp, 
hy  sending  orders  that  no  person,  under  whatever  pretext, 
should  be  suffered  to  pass  the  bridge  of  Mantrible.  This 
bridge,  over  a  dangerous  torrent,  was  guarded  by  the  terrible 
giant  Algolnfire. 

Of  Ethiope  he  was  y-bore. 

Of  the  kind  of  Astopards; 
He  had  tuskes  like  a  boar. 
And  head  like  a  libbard.* 
He  had  suffered  the  French  knights  to  pass  the  bridge, 
because  he  had  no  orders  to  the  contraiy ;  but  being  now 
oommanded  to  be  more  cautious,  he  swore  that  he  would  stop 
all  comers,  and  exerted  all  his  ingenuity  in  forming,  with 
four  and  twenty  iron  chains,  a  sort  of  net-work,  through 
which  no  human  strength  could  force  a  passage. 

The  soudan,  however,  was  too  impatient  to  abstain  from  his 
daily  assaults,  in  which  he  was  sure  to  lose  some  of  his  best 
warriors,  or  from  his  daily  imprecations  against  his  daughter, 
which  she  returned  from  the  wails  with  equal  volubility.  At 
length  Mersadage,  king  of  Barbary,  on  whom  he  had  the 
greatest  reliance  after  the  death  of  Lukafere,  was  killed  by 
Sir  Guy,  who  shot  him  with  an  arrow. 
Mersadage,  king  of  Barbary, 

He  did  carry  to  his  tent. 
And  buried  him,  by  right  of  Saraceny, 

With  brenning  fire  and  rich  ointment; 
And  sung  the  dinge  of  Alkoran, 

That  Bible  is  in  their  lay, 
And  wailed  his  death  everych  one,  &c. 
After  which  it  became  necessary  to  revert  to  the  opinion  of 
the  wise  men,  by  changing  the  siege  into  a  blockade. 

As  the  twelve  peers  were  fond  of  good  living,  their  stock  of 
provisions  was,  in  fiact,  very  soon  exhausted;  but  Floripas 
possessed  a  resource  with  which  the  wise  men  were  un- 
acquainted. This  was  a  magical  girdle,  which  exempted 
those  who  wore  it,  even  dining  a  few  minutes,  from  feeling  in 
the  course  of  the  next  four  and  twenty  hours  the  effects  of 
hunger  and  thirst.  The  besieged,  therefore,  still  continued  to 
wait,  with  perfect  tranquillity,  till  the  soudan  should  renounce 
his  enterprise;  and  he  contmued  from  day  to  day  to  wonder 
at  their  perseverance,  till  at  lensUi  he  bethought  himself  of 
the  &tal  girdle,  and  employed  a  thief  of  nnoommon  dexterity, 
^  Leopard. 
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called  Mapyne,  to  steal  it.  Mapyne  introdnoed 
ihsroagh  tl^  dunuiey  into  the  chambCT  of  Florqias,  put  aa  iint 
girdle,  and  was  preparing  to  retire  when  the  prinoess  niwfca, 
and  by  her  cries  Inrought  Koland  into  tibe  roooi.  Bi^Hid, 
with  one  blow,  struck  off  the  head  of  the  thief;  and  oooBider- 
ing  the  body  as  of  little  Talue,  threw  it  out  of  the  window 
into  the  sea,  but  was  soon  infoEmed  by  the  lamentationB  of 
Floripas  that  he  had  thrown  away  tbior  whole  magarine  of 
proyisions.  The  knight  now  regretted  no  less  than  the  prin- 
cess  his  precipitate  act  of  vengeanee,  but  he  in  some  nkiumit 
repaired  his  mistake  on  the  following  day  by  sorpriBiBg  liie 
enemy's  camp,  and  carrying  off  a  convoy  whidi  insured  ta  liie 
little  garrison  seyeral  weeks'  subsistence. 

But  to  the  twelve  peers  of  Franee  a  besieged  castle  nm 
almost  as  tiresome  as  a  prison.  They  enjoyed,  indeed,  die 
pleasure  of  mortifying  Laban  to  such  a  degree  that  he  ti'waftwl 
his  gods,  and  even  tibeir  priests,  with  the  utmost  indignity; 
they  suff^ared  his  men  to  assault  their  walla  till  the  castle  dil!ek 
was  iSlled  with  assailants,  whom  they  then  orushed  wiHi 
showers  of  stones;  and  at  other  times  threw  among  the  S»- 
raeen  troops  the  choicest  pieces  of  plate  in  the  soudan's  trea- 
sury, till  his  ayarice  compelled  him  to  sound  a  retreat.  Bat 
they  were  anxious  above  all  things  to  inform  Charlemagne  of 
their  situation,  and  deputed  Richard  of  Normandy,  one  of 
their  number,  to  undertake  this  dangerous  commission. 

For  the  purpose  of  occupying  the  attention  of  the  enemy  at 
the  moment  of  his  departure,  his  eleven  companions  made  a 
sally  which  MLy  answered  this  purpose;  but  their  yalonr 
hurried  them  too  £ur :  Sir  Bryer  of  Biitany  was  killed,  and 
they  experienced  a  still  greater  misfortune  in  the  loss  of  die 
gentle  Sir  Guy  of  Burgundy,  who  after  cleaving  to  the  aaddk 
a  wicked  king  of  Babyk>ne,  was  overpowered  by  numbers  and 
earned  prisoner  to  Laban.  The  sou^in,  on  hearing  his  name, 
which  he  was  too  proud  to  conceal,  ordered  that  on  the  follow- 
ing morning  he  eSionld  be  hanged  on  a  loAy  gallows,  in  taJL 
view  of  his  mistress,  and  that  a  large  body  of  the  brayeat 
troops  in  the  army  shoidd  attend  the  execution  and  prevent  a 
rescue.  Floripas  was  in  despair,  and  the  knights  in  the 
greatest  affliction;  but  Boland,  perfectly  indififerent  to  the 
numbers  of  Hie  enemy,  having  directed  his  friends  to  aiHt 
rushed  forth  at  their  head,  overturned  aU  who  apposed  them, 
and  m^de  his  way  up  to  the  prisoner,  afber  kilfinc  a  long  of 
India,  who  was  fortunately  possessed  of  an  exceUent  horse 
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and  sworcU  at  the  same  moment  that  Olmer  cut  down  Sir 
Tampere,  the  intended  executioner.  They  then  unbound  Sir 
Guy,  armed  him,  j^aeed  him  on  the  Indian  king's  horse,  and 
after  a  second  charge,  which  threw  the  Saracens  into  oom^ 
plele  cmiftisioa,  again  turned  towards  their  citadel.  But 
befoe  ihey  reached  the  gate  they  fell  in  with  a  conroy : 
Costroye  there  was,  the  amiral, 

With  vitaile  great  plenty. 
And  the  standard^  of  the  sowdon  royal. 

Toward  Mantrible  ridden  hi.* 
Fomr  chariots  y-chai]^  with  flesh  and  bread. 

And  two  otiiier  with  wine 
Of  divers  oolonn,  yellow,  white,  and  red. 
And  four  someres  of  spicery  fine. 
Flushed  with  victory,  the  ten  companions  determined  to 
attack  the  esoort»  and  to  cany  off  the  convoy;  but  in  the 
first  instance  thought  fit  to  banter  jpoor  Costroye,  and  gravely 
proposed  to  him  to  share  these  dainties  with  them,  a  request 
which  he,  of  course,  lefbsod  with  indignation* 
''O  genta  knight/'  qnoCh  Olyvere, 

''He  is  no  fellow  that  will  hav«  aUl" 
''Go  forth,"  quoth  the  standard,  "thon  gettest  none  here. 

Thy  part  shaU  be  fuU  small ! " 
"Forsooth,"  quoth  Sohmd,  "and  shift  we  will. 
Get  the  better  who  set  may ; 
To  jpart  with'  tiie  needy  it  is  good  skill; 

And  so  shall  ye,  by  my  &y ! " 
With  these  words  he  rode  up  to  the  amiral,  and  divided  his 
head  and  brain  with  great  accuracy,  whilst  Olivier  pierced 
the  heart  of  the  standard-bearer.  The  whole  escort  was  dia- 
aipated  in  an  instant;  the  provisions  were  conveyed  into  the 
CMtle ;  and  the  tender-hearted  princess,  rekneed  at  the  rescue 
of  her  lover,  generoasiy  proposed  to  the  diief  of  the  Froadi 
' '  '    she  thoD|^  best  suited  to  her 


Morype  said  to  Bolaad  than, 
"  Ye  must  diesen  ye  a  lieve,^ 
Cf  all  my  maidens  white  as  swan." 

Qaalk  Bohmd,  "  That  were  a  misc^ef 
Omr  hiy  win  not  that  we  with  ymt  deal, 

TiU  that  ye  ChristiBB  be  nade ; 

>b6wer.  They.  •  Bffioey 

Choose  yoaiirtf  a  mistress. 
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Nor  of  yoiir  play  we  will  not  feel. 
For  itxen  were  we  cursed  indeed!" 
whereby  the  maidens  of  the  fair  princess  preserved  their 
chastity  some  time  longer. 

We  will  now  leave  uie  soudan  to  his  eternal  quarrels  with 
his  gods,  whom  he  threatened  at  every  sinister  turn  of  fortune 
to  tibrow  into  the  flames,  and  attend  upon  Richard  of  Nor- 
mandy,  who,  escaping  unobserved  £rom  the  castle  of  Aigremor, 
had  taken  the  road  to  Charlemagne's  camp,  and  arrived  with- 
out  accident  as  far  as  Mantrible.  But  on  reconnoitring  the 
&mous  bridge,  he  saw  the  giant  on  the  watch  by  the  side  of 
his  curious  net- work  of  chains. 

When  Richard  saw  there  was  no  gate' 

But  by  flagote  the  flood. 
His  message  would  he  not  let ; 

His  horse  was  both  big  and  good. 
He  kneeled,  beseeching  God,  of  his  grace. 

To  save  him  fro  mischief: 
A  white  hind  he  saw  anon  in  that  place. 

That  swam  over  to  the  cliff. 
He  blessed  him  in  Goddis  name, 

And  followed  the  same  way, 
llie  gentil  hind  that  was  so  tame, 
Tlut  on  that  other  side  gan  play. 
By  means  of  this  miracle  the  good  knight  was  enabled  to 
reach  the  Christian  camp ;  but  on  his  arrival  was  not  a  little 
surprised  to  find  the  whole  army  in  motion,  and  marching 
towards  the  sea-coast,  with  the  apparent  intention  of  quittmg 
the  country.  Charles,  it  seems,  had  been  persuaded  by  the 
traitor  Ganelon  that  it  was  useless  to  wait  any  longer  for  his 
twelve  peers,  who  were  probably  killed,  and  equally  useless 
to  attempt  without  them  the  recovery  of  the  reliques  whidi 
had  been  so  long  in  the  possession  of  Laban.  But  the  sight 
of  Richard,  and  the  information  which  he  conveyed  respecting 
the  brave  men  in  the  castle  of  Aigremor,  instantly  recalled 
him  to  himself,  and  induced  him  to  lead  his  anny  with  aU 
possible  speed  to  the  bridge  of  Mantrible. 

But  the  giant  and  his  net- work  presented  an  obstacle  which 
it  was  not  easy  to  overcome  by  mere  force.  Richard  there- 
fore proposed  that  the  army  shoidd  halt  on  its  march  within 
the  verge  of  the  adjoining  forest,  while  he  and  twelve  more 
knights,  disguised  as  merohants,  with  pados  on  their  horses, 
»Way. 
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should  endeayour  to  get  over  the  bridge,  or  at  all  eyents 
engage  the  giant  in  a  parley,  during  which  Richard  would 
blow  his  horn  as  a  signal  that  the  army  must  hasten  to  his 
assistance.  Algolufre,  seeing  them  approach,  asked  whither 
they  wanted  to  go  ? 

Richard  spake  to  the  geaunt. 

And  said,  *'  Toward  the  sowdon. 
With  diyers  chaffer,  as  true  merchaunts, 

We  purpose  for  to  gon. 
To  shew  hun  of  pelure  and  grise,^ 

Orfi^ys*  of  Perse  imperial; 
We  wol  thee  give  tribute  of  assay, 
To  pass  by  licence  in  especial/' 
Algolufre,  true  to  his  instructions,  refused  to  let  them  pass; 
bat  as  it  was  not  contrary  to  his  duty  to  tell  them  a  story,  he 
told  them  all  about  the  twelye  knights  who  had  done  so  much 
mischief  to  his  master  Laban,  and  was  a  good  deal  surprised 
when  Richard,  in  the  midst  of  this  relation,  suddenly  broke 
the  thread  of  his  narratiye  by  blowing  his  horn  with  the  great- 
est yiolence.   The  giant  had  yery  long  arms  and  a  stout  oaken 
pole  headed  with  steel,  which  he  wielded  with  such  dexterity 
as  to  keep  at  bay  the  crowd  of  yaliant  knights  who  now  as- 
sailed him,  till 

Richard  raughf  him  with  a  bar  of  brass 

That  he  caught  at  the  gate ; 
He  brake  his  legs ;  he  cried,  alas ! 

\nd  fell  all  check-mate. 
Loud  then  gan  he  yell. 

They  hefffd  him  yell  through  that  cit4. 
Like  the  great  devil  of  hell ; 

And  said, ''  Mahoun !  now  helpe  me." 
Four  men  him  caught  there, 
So  heavy  he  was  and  long. 
And  caste  him  over  into  the  ryyere, 
Chese  he  whether  to  swim  or  gong.^ 
The  knights  now  loosened  the  chains,  and  f^vanced  towards 
the  walls  of  the  city,  but  were  suddenly  assailed  by  another 
monster  not  less  formidable  than  Algolufre,  though  of  a  dif- 
ferent sex.     Her  name  was  Bairok,  and  she  mow^  down  the 
diristians  with  a  scythe  without  appearing  at  all  disturbed 
by  their  resistance. 

1  Fm«  of  diffinrent  aorts.       *  Embroidery.        *  Reached.        « Go. 

2l> 
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This  Banok  was  a  giantess. 

And  wife  she  was  to  Astzagott ; 
She  did  the  Christians  great  distreas. 
She  felled  down  all  tibat  she  smot. 
There  durst  no  man  her  scythe  abide ; 

She  grinned  like  a  devil  of  hell : 
King  cSiarles,  with  a  quarelle,  that  tide 

Smote  her  that  she  loud  gan  yell. 
Over  the  front,  throughout  the  brain ; 
That  cursed  fiend  fell  down  dead,  &c. 
Charles  now  pressed  forward,  and,  without  waiting  to  collect 
his  guards,  followed  the  flying  enemy  through  the  outward  gate 
of  ue  town,  whioh  was  instantly  closed  upon  him,  so  that  he 
fomd  himself  assailed  on  all  quarters,  without  the  poasibilitj 
of  making  his  retreat.   At  this  moment  the  perfidious  Gandon 
ezebumed  that   the  king  was  taken  prisoner,'  that  Bolaod 
and  OHvier  were  dead,  that  the  crown  was  now  his  rigbt, 
and  that  it  was  his  will  immediately  to  return  to  France. 
Hie  soldiers,  accustomed  to  obey,  instantly  began  to  retreat 
Of  tiie  knights  who  were  witnesses  to  this  strange  scene  none 
hadmiffioient  authority  to  interfere ;  when  Femmbras  comnf 
iq>,  and  inquiring  into  the  cause  of  this  CGnfosion,  was  tannt- 
ingly  answered  by  Qanelon  that  the  king  was  a  pasoDff 
among  the  Saracens.     He  instantly  ezdaimed, 
"  Turn  again,  thou  traitour. 

And  halpe  to  rescue  thy  lord ; 
And  ye,  sirs  all, — lor  your  bonour ! " — 

They  turned  again  at  that  word ! 
Ferumbras,  with  ax  in  bond. 
Mightily  brake  up  the  gate : 
*        There  might  last  him  none  iron  bond ; 
He  had  near-hand  come  too  late. 
The  king,  however,  though  nearly  ediansted,  was  still  un- 
hurt, and  Femmbias  had  the  honour  of  aaiving  Ins  life,  and  d 
putting  him  in  possession  of  the  valuable  treasury,  and  of  the 
-anmerous  militaiy  engines  whidi  had  long  been  deposiied  bj 
the  Baracen  kings  in  &  strong  ibrtress  of  Mantrible. 

31ie.same  city,  it  seems,  also  contained,  some  Uuasurea  of 
another  sort,  'which  Caia^M  considered  as  big^j  ^pataibfe 
from  tlieir  curiosi^. 

Richard,  duke  of  Normandy, 
Found  two  johildsen  of  saTon  niCNDfts  oU» 
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Fourteen  feet  long  they  were : 

They  weie  Banak's  sods  so  bdd. 
Begot  they  were  of  Astzagott.; 

Great  joy  the  king  of  them  had : 
Heathen  they  were  both,  I  wot, 

Tlierefore  them  to  be  christened  he  bade. 
He  called  that  one  of  them  Boland, 

And  that  other  he  cleped  Oiyvere ; 
For  thoy  shall  be  mighty  men  of  hand, 

To  keepen  them  he  was  fiill  cheer. 
They  might  not  leave  their  dam  was  dead ; 

Tliey  could  not  keep  them  forth ; 
They  would  neither  eat  butter  nor  bread, 

Nor  no  man  to  them  was  worth. 
Their  dam's  milk  they  lacked  there. 

They  dieden  for  default  of  their  dam ; 
King  Charles  made  heavy  cheer, 

Jbid  a  sorry  man  was  than. 

But  whatever  mi^  be  the  tendemeBS  of  his  sfifeetion  for 
these  unwieldy  infonts,  he  had  now  no  time  to  indulge  his 
regret ;  he  therefore  left  Richard  of  Normandy  with  two  hun- 
dred knights  in  Mantrible,  and  hastened  with  the  rest  of  his 
army  to  Aigremor.  The  banner  of  FVanoe,  and  that  of  Fe- 
rumbras,  were  first  descried  by  the  foir  Floripas;  and  the 
joyful  tidings  being  communicated  to  her  ten  champions,  they 
flew  to  join  the  army  of  Charlemagne,  and,  as  may  be  sup- 
poaed,  contributed  not  a  little  to  the  total  defeat  of  the  Saia- 
oens,  who,  having  no  place  of  retxeat,  wsre  forced  to  risk  the 
event  of  a  bottle.  Charles  parsonaUy  encoimteied  Laban, 
and,  having  unhorsed  him,  was  prepaxingrto  cut  off  his  head, 
wksn  Ferumhras  interfered,  and  requested  ^diet  his  fother 
night  not  die  unbaptbed,  but  be  eonveyed  as  a  prisoner  to 
the  eastle  of  Aigremor.  Here  the  foir  Fbripas  presanted  to 
Ghndfmiagne  the  precious  reliques  brought  frnn  Rome,  which 
lie  MeeivA  on  his  knees,  and  kissad  with-dueideyotiim ;  allter 
vhiflh 

King  Charles  did  call  Bishop  Turpin, 
^d  bade  him  ordain  a  great  vat 

To  baptize  the  Sowdan  in, 
And  look  what  he  shall  hat^ 

>  Be  called. 

2d2 
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«<  XJnharm  him  &st  and  bring  him.  near» 
I  shall  his  god-£[ither  be : 
Pai  it  full  of  water  dear, 

For  baptiised  shall  he  be. 
Make  him  naked  as  a  child. 
He  must  plmige  therein ; 
For  now  must  he  be  meek  and  mild. 

And  J- wash  away  his  sin." 
Turpin  took  him  by  the  bond, 

^d  led  him  to  the  font ; 
He  smot  the  bishop  with  a  brond. 

And  gave  him  an  evil  brunt. 
He  spitted  in  the  water  dear, 
And  cried  out  on  them  all. 
And  defied  all  that  Christian  were. 
That  foul  may  him  be&ll ! 
The  intended  proselyte  being  so  untractable,  and  cantxmuog 
to  vent  his  rage  in  violent  imprecations  against  his  son  and 
daughter,  there  remained  no  alternative  but  to  order  Iiim  to 
immediate  execution ;  and  accordingly 

It  was  done  as  the  king  commaande; 

His  soul  was  fet  to  heU, 
To  dance  in  that  sorry  land. 
With  devils  that  were  full  fell. 
It  now  only  remained  for  Charlemagne  to  acquit  himself  of 
his  many  obligations  to  the  feir  Floripas  by  manying  her, 
immediately  after  her  baptism,  to  her  dear  Sir  Guy,  on  tfhm 
he  bestowed,  as  a  marriage  portion,  one-half  of  Spain,  at  the 
same  time  that  he  confinned  Sir  Ferumbras  in  possession  of 
the  remainder.  He  then,  after  exhorting  these  two  princeg 
to  preserve  through  life  the  sentiments  of  frat^nal  affectkm 
for  each  other,  and  of  friendship  towards  him,  took  a  tender 
leave  of  tiiem,  and  returned  with  his  army  to  France,  wliae 
he  deposited  his  precious  reliques  in  the  prindpal  churches  of 
Paris  and  St.  Denis.  The  story  ends  with  the  execution  of 
the  traitor  Ganelon,  who  was  hanged  on  a  lofty  gibbet  9i 
Mont&ucon. 
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Thb  French  minstrels,  the  earlj  Italian  novelists,  and  the  author  of  Gesta 
Rmnanonim,  were  indebted  for  a  variety  of  stories  translated  bj  Petms 
Alphonsus  from  the  Arabic,  and  perhaps  originally  famished  to  the 
Anbians  themselves  by  some  of  their  eastern  neighbours.  Another  work 
whidi  onr  ancestors  unquestionably  borrowed  from  the  East,  and  which, 
pasanig  in  succession  through  almost  all  the  languages  of  Asia  and  Europe, 
preserved,  under  every  change  the  same  degree  of  popularity  which  it  had 
acouired  in  its  native  idiom,  is  the  collection  of  fables  vulgarly  attributed 
to  rilpay  or  Bidpai.  These  indeed,  as  far  as  I  know,  were  never  trans- 
lated in  their  original  state  by  our  English  minstrels :  but  there  is  a  third 
work,  equally  of  oriental  origin,  and  of  not  less  celebrity  than  either  of  the 
foregoing,  which  has  furnished  us  with  an  English  metrical  romance, 
named  in  the  Cotton.  MS.  *'The  Process  of  the  Sevyn  Sages,"  or,  to  use 
the  more  familiar  and  popular  title  of  the  prose  translation,  "The  Seven 
Wise  Masters;"  and  it  may  be  reasonably  expected  that  the  analysis  of 
this  romance  should  be  preceded  by  a  history  of  the  different  forms  under 
wfaidi  it  has  been  successively  exhibited. 

This,  however,  is  a  matter  of  extreme  intricacy,  and  which  had  never 
been  completely  investigated  excepting  by  Douce,  who,  by  pursuing  the 
hints  thrown  out  by  T^rwhitt,  Warton,  and  others,  has  traced  a  great 
part  of  the  materials  employed  by  our  early  fabulists  to  their  remotest 
sooroes,  and  to  whose  notes  I  have  been  obliged  for  all  the  information 
which  I  can  venture  to  offer  on  this  obscure  and  difficult  subject. 

There  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  prototype  of  this  romance  was 
"The  Book  of  the  Seven  Counsellors,  or  Parables  of  .Sendebar  or  Sanda- 
bar,"  an  Indian  philosopher,  who  is  stated  by  Ismael  Sdah-hinsciah,  an 
Ardyian  compiler  of  a  chronicle  from  Adam  to  the  year  of  the  Hegira  487 
(A.D.  1094),  to  have  lived  about  a  hundred  years  before  the  Christian  era.^ 
He  is  sometimes  called  chief  of  ike  sages  qf  India,  These  parables  have 
been  printed  in  Hebrew  only,  under  the  title  of  Mischle  Sandabar^  first 
at  Constantinople  in  1517,  and  afterwards  at  Venice  in  1544  and  1608,  at 
the  end  of  another  Hebrew  work,  entitled  "The  Words  of  the  Days  of 
Moses."*  There  is  a  MS.  of  them  in  the  British  Museum,  among  the 
Harieian  MSS.  No.  5449,  written  in  a  very  bad  hand.  It  has  an  ano- 
nymous Latin  note,  the  substance  of  which  is,  that  it  had  been  translated 
oat  of  the  Indian  language  into  Persian  and  Arabic,  and  ^om  thence  into 
Hebrew,  by  Rabbi  Joel.  The  Latin  title  is  **Historia  de  R^;e  et  Filiis 
ejus  ex  Orient  India.  Nomen  ejus  fuit  Biebar."  The  word  in  Italics  is 
written  in  a  different  hand,  as  is  also  the  following  note  at  the  bottom  of 
the  page:  "Historiola  de  Biebar  Rege  Indorum  OrientaUum  et  Filiis 

>  Hie  exact  period  at  which  he  flourished  is  unknown,  but  two  Oriental 
writers  cited  by  M.  Deslongchamps  mention  the  third  century  B.  C. 

*  Groddeck  Descr.  Rabbinic,  apud  Placcii  Theatrum  anonym,  et  pseu- 
donym.   Hambnigi,  1708,  p.  688;  et  WolfiiBibl.  Hebraic.  L  931. 
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ejus."  At  the  end  of  tiie  MS.,  which  coiuaitg  of  fiftj-eiz  lonret  ni  null 
qnartOi  on  a  flying  leaf,  the  contents  of  the  work  are  again  deacribedL' 

As  we  have  no  rational  ground  for  hoping  that  the  Indian  original,  if  it 
erer  exiited,  will  again  he  hrought  to  light,  it  is  mncfa  to  he  w&faed  thit 
we  could  obtain  a  Uteral  version  of  the  ancient  copy,  which  is  likely  to  be 
of  little  interest  to  the  Hebrew  scholar,  but  wonld  be  very  vahiahie  to  tfM 
Htersry  antiquary,  and  perhaps  not  nnamnsing  to  the  general  raler. 
Indeed  it  seems  to  be  owing  to  a  sort  of  (atality  that  we  do  not  alresdf 
possess  such  a  translation,  because  it  appears,  by  the  Latin  docnneitt 
accompanying  the  Harldan  MS.  already  mentioned,  that  Gilbert  Gaalnin, 
professor  of  the  Hebrew  language  at  Paris,  actually  completed  the  wofk, 
which  he  illustrated  with  notes,  and  intended  for  publication,  but  neter 
fulfilled  his  intention.  After  his  death,  the  learned  Groddedc,  proAssar 
of  oriental  languages  at  Leipsig,  entered  into  the  same  engagement.  It  is 
also  supposed  that  a  Latin  version  by  Wagenseil  exists  in  MS.  in  the 
Senatorial  library  at  Leipsig;'  besides  whidb,  James  Bonaventura  Hqk 
bum,  a  Scotchman  of  the  order  of  Minims,  a  great  traveller  and  leamied 
Hebraist,  and  overseer  of  the  oriental  books  in  the  Vatican,  ia  said  to  bne 
translated'into  Latin  the  Pkumbles  of  Sandabar  with  the  Geats  of  the  Setm 
Wise  Men.*  In  the  mean  time„  the  roader  will  have  perceived  that  ths 
foregoing  documents  are  not  even  auflident  to  explain  to  us  whether  Sm- 
dabar  was  the  author  of  the  book  to  which  he  has  given  his  name,  or  onlf 
the  essential  character  in  the  piece.  Neither  do  we  know  any  thing  mtiih 
factory  concerning  Rabbi  Joel,  nor  even  the  time  in  which  he  lived, 
though  there  are  reasons  for  supposing  that  be  must  have  written  as  esdy 
as  the  mid«Ue  of  the  14th  century. 

After  the  Hebrew  version  of  the  Parables,  the  next  in  point  of  antHpnty 
which  occura  is  in  the  Greek  language,  and  known  to  the  learned  under 
the  name  of  SyntipM*.  Of  this  many  M8S.  are  extant,  but  it  is  notssiy 
to  ascertain  from  what  original  it  was  immediately  borrowed.  A  MS. 
cited  by  Du  Cange  professes  to  be  trsnslated  from  the  Syriac;*  as  does  s 
second  imperfect  one  pmcured  by  the  oelebrsted  Bushequius  from  Conslsn- 
tinople,  and  now  in  the  Imperial  library  at  Vienna;*  and  a  third,  said  to 
exist  at  Moscow,  and  to  have  been  written  before  the  14th  century.  On 
the  other  hand,  a  copy  in  the  British  Museum  professes  to  have  been 
translated  from  the  Persic  so  late  as  1667.*  Monaeur  Dacier  has  writtn 
an  express  dissertation  on  the  Syntipas,  of  which  he  found  a  MB.  of  the 


1  <'In  hac  scilicet  historioU  seu  hhviiA  agttnr  de  calliditate  i 
et  quomodo  eantm  prudentiA  filius  regis  Indisi  nomine  Baiber  a  moits  lit 
libcaratns.  Sandabar  ista  erat  prinoeps  sapientum  Bnchmanoram  IndiSf 
et  magnam  habet  partem  in  toti  hac  historiA.  In  fine  libri  didtor  Ssnds- 
bar  obiisse  annos  natus  130."  The  word  eamm  is  evidently  a  mistska^ 
and  perhaps  copied  from  Wolfius,  who  (Bibl.  Hebr.  i.  931)  gives  a  sisuhr 
description  of  the  work;  whilst  Groddeck,  who  has  also  gives  sn  aceoaiit 
of  it,  seems  to  ascribe  the  wisdom  and  prudeaoe  to  Sandabar. 

*  Wolfii  Bibl.  Hebr.  L  931.  *  Demster  Hist.  Eedes*  Gent  Soot, 

p.  364,  and  Mackenzie's  &otish  Writera,  iii.  516.       *  Dufreana  Gloes. 
med.  et  mfim.  Grasc.  Ind.  Aoctor.  p.  73.  •  Ness.  CataL  BihL  Cae^ 

Vhidob.  par.  v.  171.         •  Harl.  MSS.  No.  5560. 
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Ifidi  OEDtny,  written  cm  ptcpet,  in  die  French  National  Library,  No.  2912. 
Una  pretenda  to  be  a  literal  version  from  the  Syriac.  It  has  an  argaBMBt^ 
by  the  translator,  followed  by  a  short  advertiseinent,  stating  that  the  same 
history  had  been  written  in  Penic  by  one  Mnsns  or  Moses.  The  oollkie 
of  the  story,  as  given  by  M.  Dacier,  is  as  follows. 

Cyms  has  seven  wives,  bnt  no  children.  At  length,  after  putting  np 
piayais  to  Heaven,  he  has  a  son  who  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  tutor: 
Imt  the  yoong  prinoe,  after  a  period  of  three  years,  deriving  no  bemfit 
from  his  instmctions,  is  committed  to  the  charge  of  the  philosopher  Sjfn* 
tipas,  who  engages  to  complete  his  edncation,  and  return  him  to  his 
parents  at  the  end  of  six  months  and  as  many  days.  He  is  conducted  to 
a  kooae  on  the  walls  of  which  his  master  had  caused  the  planets,  the 
luafeory  of  the  world,  &c.,«to  be  psintBd  for  his  instruction,  and  here 
beeomes,  within  the  stipulated  time,  so  accomplished  as  to  surpass  hia 
tator's  expectations.  Syntipas,  before  he  decides  on  reconducting  the 
prinoe  to  his  father,  consults  the  stars  concerning  his  destiny,  and  finds 
that  his  life  will  be  in  great  jeopardy  unless  he  can  preserve,  during  seven 
days,  a  strict  silence;  which  tiie  prinoe  undertakes  to  do.  Syntipsa 
rsBolves  to  conceal  himself  in  the  mean  time,  in  order  to  avoid  the  natural 
resmtment  of  the  king  on  finding  his  son  mute.  Cyms  is,  in  foct,  greatly^ 
enraged;  and,  being  persuaded  by  his  courtiers  that  Syntipas  has  givwi 
his  son  some  medicine  whidi'lias  deprived  him  of  speech,  searches  in  vaim 
for  the  phUosopber.  At  length  one  of  the  king's  wives  undertakes  to  dia>- 
oover  the  cause  of  the  prince's  silence,  and,  in  a  private  interview  with 
him,  attempts  to  seduce  him  to  her  embraces,  offering  to  place  him  on  the 
throne  by  putting  his  fother  to  death,  on  condition  of  his  taking  her  to  Urn 
bed.  The  prince,  struck  with  horror  at  this  atrocious  proposal,  and 
unable  to  preserve  silence,  replies,  **  Know,  wicked  woman,  that  I  am  for 
the  present  prohibited  from  answering  you;  but,  at  the  end  of  seven 
days — "  and  then  becomes  nmte  as  before.  The  disappointed  woman  in 
revenge  accuses  him  of  having  attempted  her  chastity,  and  he  is  condemned 
to  die.  The  king,  however,  has  seven  philosophers,  who,  suspecting  the 
fidsehood  of  the  charge,  engage  to  employ  a  day  each  in  endeavouring  to 
dissuade  the  king  from  executing  the  sentence.  This  leads,  of  course,  to 
the  stories,  each  philoso{4ier  rdating  two,  and  the  princess  replying  with 
as  many.  The  seventh  day  at  last  arrives,  and  the  prince,  breaking 
silence,  relates  the  cause  of  it,  and  exposes  die  wickedness  of  his  accuser. 
Cyras  now  propounds  as  a  question  to  the  philosophers,  Whether,  if  he 
had  put  his  son  to  death,  the  piinoe,  or  the  lady,  or  himself,  would  have 
been  guilty  of  a  crime?  He  is  not  satisfied  with  their  opinion,  and  the 
question  is  at  last  resolved  by  the  prince  himself,  in  an  apologue,  to  which 
he  adds  two  other  whimsical  stories,  of  which,  says  M.  Dacier,  it  is  difficult 
to  comprehend  the  moral.  The  lady  ia  then  ordered  into  court;  and 
having  confessed  her  guilt,  the  king  inquires  of  the  philosophers  what 
punishment  she  deserves.  Very  crael  tortures  are  proposed.  She  relates 
a  story  to  prove  that  it  is  better  to  survive,  even  in  a  mutilated  state,  than 
to  die.  The  prinoe  then  snggeats,  as  a  punishment  better  suited  to  the 
oAenoe,  that  she  should  have  her  head  shaved,  and  be  publicly  led  through 
the  dty  on  an  ass;  and  this  sentence  is  immediately  carried  into  execution. 
Cyras,  enchanted  with  his  son's  wiidom»  demands  of  Syntipas  how  it 
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happened  that  he  had  acquired  so  mudi  knowledge  in  to  diort  a  time. 
He  aacribes  it  to  the  influence  of  the  star  under  wfaidi  he  was  bom,  and 
tella  a  story  to  show  that  all  education  is  useless  where  a  malignant  planet 
has  presided  at  the  child's  nativity.  This  is  the  last  story;  and  is  foUowed 
by  many  moral  questions  put  by  the  long  to  his  son,  who  resolTes  them. 

The  next  appearance  of  the  Parables  wss  in  Latin.  This  is  said  to 
have  been  written  by  Jean  de  Hauteselve,  or  AltavUla,  in  Lorraine. 
Whether  any  copy  of  it  be  now  existing  is  a  matter  of  great  unoertaiaty. 
Even  its  title  is  unknown;  nor  should  we  perhaps  have  ever  heard  of  it, 
but  for  its  translation  into  French  verse,  ^i^nce  it  assumed  the  strange 
denomination  of  Dolopatos. 

Tliis  singular  work  was  first  brought  to  light  by  Fbucfaet,  who,  in  his 
account  of  the  early  French  poets,  ascribes  it  to  one  Hebers  or  Berbers, 
an  ecclesiastic,  whom  he  rightly  supposes  to  have  lived  under  the  rdgn  of 
Louis  VIIL,  who  died  in  1226.^  M.  Dader  says  that  Hebers'  translation 
is  only  known  from  fragments  in  Fauchet,  and  in  Du  Verdier,  who  copies 
Fauchet,  and  in  a  collection  called  "  Le  Conservatenr,"  for  January, 
1760;  the  latter  of  which  had  been  supplied  from  a  MS.  in  the  Sorbonne, 
which  has  since  been  sought  for  in  vain.'  He  does  not  appear  to  have  seen 
any  MS.  of  it;  for  which  reason  it  may  be  of  use  to  point  out  one  whidi 
hss  lately,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Douce,  been  inspected  by  his  friend  the 
Abb^  de  la  Rue,  a  gentleman  well  known  to  the  English  reader  by  his 
valuable  essays  on  the  early  French  poets,  in  the  12th,  I3th,  and  14th 
Tolumes  of  the  Archnologia.  This  MS.  is  in  the  National  libniy  at 
Paris,  is  numbered  7535,  and  was  written  in  the  13th  century.  It  con« 
tains  about  9000  verses.    At  the  beginning  are  these  lines, 

Un  blanc  moine  de  bele  vie, 

De  Halteselve  I'Abeie, 

A  ceste  histoire  novels ; 

Per  bel  Latin  V  a  orden^, 

Herbers  le  velt  en  romans  traire. 

*  *  *  •  • 

Si  com  Dans  Jehans  nous  devise. 
Qui  en  Latin  Tistoire  mist, 
Et  Herbers  qui  ie  romans  fist: 
Del  Latin  en  romans  le  traist, 
Ce  fu  11  tens  que  la  flora  naist. 
The  history  takes  place  under  the  reign  of  Augustus  Cesar.     Dokapa- 
toa,  king  of  Sicily,  is  the  father  of  the  young  prince,  who  is  caUed  Lucinien. 
Virgil  is  his  tutor. 

Au  tens  qu'  Augustus  tenoit  Rome, 
Qui  sires  fu  de  tant  prodome, 
Fu  n^  un  rois,  molt  noble  hom. 
Qui  Dolospatos  avoit  nom. 
Sages  hom  ert,  et  de  grant  los; 
Por  ctf,  of  nom  Dolopatot. 
Although  several  of  the  stories  in  this  work  are  extremely  lieentious, 
Hebers  has  not  scrupled  to  commit  it  to  the  care  of  a  dignified  eodeaiastic. 
>  CEuvres  de  Fauchet,  fo.  560,  verso,  edit  1610,  4to. 
k  Mem.  de  TAcad.  des  Inscr.  xii.  p.  557. 
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Heben  define  ici  son  Ime; 
A  Veresque  de  Meaux  le  livre, 
Qui  Diex  doint  bonor  en  sa  vie.^ 

It  has  already  been  observed  that  it  is  not  certain  whether  any  copy  of 
HanteaelTe's  Latin  work  be  now  remaining.  There  is  indeed  a  book 
entitled  "  Hitioria  Cahtnmiai  NovercalU  qnse  Septem  Sapientnm  inscri- 
bitnr  (sive  Historia  Heraditi,  aatore  D.  Joanne  Monacho  Abbatie  ynlgo 
dictae  Hautesdve  sen  Hauteseille)/'  printed  at  Antwerp  by  Gerard  Leen, 
1490,  quarto.  On  this  title,  which  is  copied  from  the  catalogue  of  the 
printed  books  in  the  king  of  France's  library,  vol.  ii.  p.  4,  M.  Dader 
remarks,  that  the  words  in  the  parenthesis  are  not  in  the  book  itself;  and 
that  the  editor,  in  a  short  preface,  declares  the  title  to  be  of  his  own 
invention,  and  that  he  has  assumed  the  liberty  of  changing  the  names  of  the 
diaracters  and  correcting  the  style.  The  book  is  extremely  rare ;  but  Mr. 
Douoe  was  convinced  by  a  fragment  of  it  which  he  inspected,  that  it  was  not 
Hanteaelve's  work,  but  substantially  a  different  Latin  history  of  the  Seven 
Wise  Men,  which  will  be  mentioned  presently,  newly  written  and  arranged. 

The  next  work  to  be  noticed  is  one  of  which  no  account  whatever  has 
hitherto  been  given,  though  it  will  be  found  to  merit  some  attention.  It 
n  a  MS.  of  the  thirteenth  century,  in  the  French  National  Library,  num- 
bered 7595,  in  French  verse,  but  by  an  anonymous  author.  There  is  no 
mention  in  any  part  of  it  either  of  Hauteselve  or  of  Berbers,  and  its  bulk  is 
not  equal  to  more  than  one-third  of  the  Dolopatos.  The  emperor  is  Ves* 
pasian.  son  of  MathusaJem,  and  the  wise  men  are  Bacillas,  Lentulus,  Cato, 
Malquidas,  Jesse,  Damnas,  and  Birons.  Mr.  Douce  believes,  with  great 
appearance  of  probability,  that  this  work  was  the  immediate  original  which 
gave  rise  to  the  many  subsequent  imitations  in  French  prose,  and  of  which 
OOF  English  metrical  romance  is  a  translation. 

Tliis  poem,  in  lines  of  eight  syllables,  is  to  be  found  entire  in  the  MSS. 
of  tiie  Cotton  library,  (Galba.  E.  ix.),  where  it  is  entitled,  "  The  Proces 
of  the  Sevyn  Sages."  Mr.  Douce  had  conjectured  that  it  was  composed 
about  the  end  of  the  fourteenth  century;  but  there  is  in  the  Auchinleck 
MS.  a  large  fragment  of  it,  consisting  of  2630  lines,  and  as  its  compo- 
sition must  have  preceded  the  transcription,  and  the  age  of  the  MS.  itself 
has  been  ascertained  with  some  accuracy,  we  cannot  assign  to  the  poem  a 
later  date  than  1330. 

Soon  after  the  invention  of  printing,  the  Latin  **  Historia  Septem 
Sapientum''  appeared  in  Germany,  and  there  were  many  editions  of  it 
without  date,  place,  or  printer's  name.  The  earliest,  perhaps,  which  occurs 
with  a  date,  was  printed  at  Cologne  by  John  Hoelhoff,  in  1490,  qaarto, 
with  cuts.  Translations  of  it  soon  appeared  in  the  German,  Dutch, 
Italian,  French,  Spanish,  and  English  languages.  This  is  our  "  Setten 
Wi9€  Maaten,**  so  truly  delectable,  till  lately,  to  every  school-boy,  the  first 
edition  of  which  was  printed  by  W.  CopeUmd,  without  date,  but  between 
1548  and  1567.  It  was  also  translated  into  Scottish  metre  by  John 
Holland,  in  Dalkeith,  <*  at  the  request  of  his  Ant  Caii  (Aunt  Kate)  in 
l^nstellonn  Castle,  during  the  siege  of  Leith,  1560,"  and  printed  at 
Edinburgh  in  1578,  1592,  and  1631,  octavo. 

^  (Euvres  de  Fauchet,  fo.  561. 
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The  last  Earopean  imitation  of  tiie  Book  qfike  8e9m  GnaueOort  to  lie 
mentioned,  belongs  to  the  Italians,  and  was  first  printed  at  Mantna,  1S46, 
duodecimo,  under  the  title  of  ''Erasto,  doppo  moM  seooli  ritomato  al  iiiie 
in  lace,  e  con  somma  diligenza  del  Greoo  fedelmente  tradotto  in  Italiaaa.^ 
This  was  soon  translated  into  French,  and  with  the  title  of  "  Hiftnwr 
pitoyable  da  Prince  Erastus,  Flls  de  Diodetien,  nonTeDement  ttaduite  de 
I'ltidien  en  Fran9ois,"  printed  at  Lyons  by-  Gabriel  Colier,  1565,  oefank 
Francis  Kirkman,  well  known  by  his  niunerons  translations  of  romaaeei 
into  English,  printed,  in  1674,  octayo,  a  version  of  it  under  the  tide  cf 
'*  History  of  Prince  Erastus,  son  to  the  Emperor  Diocletian,  and  tlioK 
fimaous  philosophers  called  The  Seven  Wise  Masters  of  Rome."  He 
translated  from  the  French  Erastus,  and  says  that  he  had  compared  it  vrift 
the  Italian  original,  and  added  all  that  had  been  written  in  English,  mnm 
ing  The  Seven  "Wise  Masters ;  but  his  assertion  is  not  strictiy  true,  as  be 
lutt  omitted  two  or  three  stories  which  are  contained  in  the  latter  wk. 
He  tells  us,  in  his  preface,  that  the  book  of  The  Seven  Wise  Masters  is  is 
such  estimation  in  Ireland,  that  it  was  always  put  into  the  hands  cijaamg 
children  immediately  after  the  born-book.  In  1684,  another  editioB  of 
Erastus  was  published  by  some  person  who  has  made  use  of  SLirkmiB's 
work.    This  last  is,  however,  a  wretched  abridgment. 

It  may  be  worth  while  to  mention  that  the  Italian  writer  of  Erasto,  if 
he  really  did  consult  a  MS.  of  the  Greek  Syntipas,  has  taken  ao  manf 
liberties  with  it  that  his  work  by  no  means  dnerves  the  name  of  a  traB»> 
lation.  His  introduction  is  considerably  more  diffose  than  the  Gredc*  and 
has  many  new  incidents.  The  prince  is  committed  to  the  care  of  sevoi 
philosophers,  and  not  to  one  tutor.  The  name  of  Erastus,  as  well  as  riiner 
of  the  wise  men,  is  apparendy  invented  for  the  sole  purpose  of  ookmring 
tJie  assertion  in  the  title  and  preface.  The  stories  amount  only  to  half  tke 
number  of  those  in  the  Syntipas,  in  whidi  circumstance  it  agrees  with  the 
Latin  HUtoria  Septem  SapiaUum;  and  from  tiiis  it  is  most  probali^ 
imitated. 

We  have  thus  traced  our  original,  tiie  Parables  of  Ssndabar,  tiifffigjb 
all  its  transmigrations  in  the  European  languages;  but  if  the  readei's 
patience  be  not  quite  eidunsted,  it  will  now  be  proper  to  lelisue 
steps,  for  the  purpose  of  noticing  some  circumstances  whidi  have  ' 
not  a  little  to  embarrass  and  mislead  the  researches  of  many  even  <' 
inquirers  into  the  subject. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  fifteenth  century,  there  i»aed  from  tiie  pnss 
of  some  unknown  German  printer  a  singularly  carious  book,  intitlBd 
"  Directorium  Humane  Vitn;  alias,  Parabole  Antiquorum  Saptentnaa,'* 
the  prologue  to  which  informs  us  that  it  was  called  '  liber  BaUU  9t 
Dimne;**  that  it  originally  appeared  in  the  Indian  language,  and  wm 
successively  translated  into  Persian,  Arabic,  Hebrew,  and  lastiy  into  La  ' 
The  Latin  translator  was  John  of  Capua,  who  lived  abmit  126(1; 
although  he  has  not  expressly  mentioned  fh>m  what  language  he  tn 
lated,  there  is  internal  evidence  to  warrant  the  presumption  that  he  esed 
a  Hebrew  copy.  In  this  work  Sandabar  is  named  as  the  Indian  philft> 
sopher,  who  composed  it  at  the  instance  of  a  king  of  India;  and  Aiiii 
Joel  is  generally  regarded  as  the  author  of  the  Hebrew  version,  from  wfakh 
the  Latin  is  supposed  to  have  been  taken.    This  odd  coincidence  would 
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natnnlly  lead  to  a  rapporition  that  tbe  *'  Directorinm''  was  taken  from 
tiie  "  Miachle  Sandabar;"  yet  it  is  in  fyxt  nothing  more  than  an  altered 
translation  of  a  work  long  since  known  to  the  learned  by  the  name  of 
CaHiaM  u  Ikannah,  and  to  the  world  in  general  by  the  title  of  Pilpay's 
VWbles,  the  Indian  original  of  which  is  the  HeUopadn  of  Yeeshnoo  Surma. 
It  is  not  easy  to  aaoertain  by  what  means  the  name  of  Sandabar  made 
its  way  into  the  Latin  "  Directorinm."  It  certainly  is  not  in  the  .Heeto- 
pades,  where  the  name  of  the  sage  who  relates  the  stories  is  Veeshnoo 
Sarma ;  neither  is  it  from  the  other  Oriental  versions  of  the  same  work, 
because  in  the  Persian  and  Turkish  copies  the  philosopher  is  called 
Bidpay ;  and  in  the  ArabiCi  or  at  least  in  the  Greek  version  from  liie 
Anbic,  made  by  Simeon  Seth,  and  printed,  with  a  Latin  translation,  by 
Staricins  in  1697,  he  ia  not  named  at  all.  Neither  does  there  seem  to  hie 
any  positive  authority  for  ascribing  a  Hebrew  translation  of  this  work  to 
Babbi  Joel,  excepting  that  of  Doni,  the  reputed  author  of  an  Italian 
version,  or  rather  imitation  of  the  Directorium,  who  seems  to  have  first 
intxoduoed  the  name  of  Joel,  inferring,  perhaps,  that  he  must  have  trans- 
lated this  work,  as  well  as  the  Mischle,  as  being  also  composed  by  San* 


Another  source  of  confusion  and  perplexity  arises  from  the  pervene 
dt^nsition  of  all  the  translators  or  imitators  of  the  Book  of  "  the  Seven 
Counsellors''  to  alter  and  disfigure,  though  perhaps  with  the  hope  of 
improving,  their  immediate  origmal.  The  several  copies  therefore  are  so 
maA  unlike,  that  only  otie  story  in  the  modern  Erastus  agrees  with  liie 
Greek  Syntipas,  and  this  is  also  to  be  found  in  tiie  CaliUh  u  Darnnah. 
(See  T^rwhitt,  voL  ii.  p.  492,  4to.  edit)  Some  stories  in  the  Dolopatos 
are  common  to  the  Fables  of  Alfonsus,  who,  on  the  other  hand,  has  one 
tale  which  is  also  in  the  Syntipas.  It  is  not,  therefore,  a  mere  similarity 
in  some  of  the  materials  which  will  enable  us  to  trace  the  successive  imita- 
tioDs  of  the  Oriental  frd>uli8ts  to  their  original  prototype;  we  are  forced  to 
enmme  the  general  design  and  outline  of  the  work ;  and  after  having  done 
»,  it  will  but  too  frequently  happen  tiiat  the  patient  labour  of  the  anCi* 
qnary  is  productiYe  of  little  amusement  to  the  reader. 

It  only  remains  to  be  stated,  that  the  following  abstract  is  generally 
taken  from  the  fragment  in  the  Auchinleck  MS.,  as  being  Sie  most 
■ndcnt  copy  now  known  to  exist,  and  that  the  conclusion  has  been  made 
«p  from  the  MS.  in  the  Cotton  Library  abvady  mentioned.  The  latter  is 
certainly  more  modem,  by  at  least  half  a  century,  than  the  Auohinledi 
fragment,  and  is  written  in  the  Scottish  dialect.' 

'  A  very  valuable  MS.  of  this  romance  is  preserved  in  the  Public 
Library  at  Cambridge,  and  was  printed  by  Mr.  Wright  for  the  Peroy 
Society,  1845.  Mr.  Wright's  interesting  Prefiace  will  funush  the  reader 
with  many  curious  particidars  respecting  the  romanoe  not  known  to  Ellis. 
The  Cottonian  MS.  hag  been  published  by  Weber. 
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Diocletian,  emperor  of  Rome,  had  a  soii  named  Florentm, 
who,  after  the  death  of  his  mother,  engrossed  his  &ther*8 
whole  affection.  For  the  purpose  of  giving  a  suitable  educa- 
tion to  this  darling  son,  the  emperor  convened  all  the  wisest 
and  most  learned  men  in  the  empire,  from  whom  he  selected 
seven  masters,  each  of  whom  was  directed  to  instruct  the 
youth  in  one  of  the  seven  liberal  arts.  The  sages  accepted 
the  honourable  task  with  gratitude ;  and  having  first  retired 
with  their  pupil  to  the  Consistory,  which,  says  our  author,  was 
a  place  in  Rome  where  "  men  makes  wisdom,"  they  decided 
that  it  would  be  necessary  to  remove  the  youth  from  the 
enticements  of  the  metropolis,  and  to  erect  a  building,  for 
the  better  prosecution  of  his  studies,  at  some  distance  fitniL 
the  city.  The  spot  selected  for  the  purpose  was  a  spacioiis 
verger  (orchard)  on  the  banks  of  the  Tiber,  already  planted 
witiii  all  sorts  of  fruit-trees.  In  its  centre  they  built  an  edifice, 
consisting  of  seven  chambers,  encompassing  a  vast  square 
hall,  on  die  waUs  of  which  were  painted  the  three  peu-tt  of 
Donet^  and  the  seven  arts,  viz.,  grammar,  music,  astronomy, 
geometry,  arithmetic,  rhetoric,  and  physic.  Here  the  jwMng 
man,  occupied  only  with  his  studies,  and  constantly  trans- 
ferred from  one  master  to  another,  made  a  most  rapid  pro- 
gress. In  the  fourth  year  of  his  education  he  began  to 
dispute  on  logical  questions ;  in  the  fifth  year  he  was  able  *'  to 
argument  of  the  stars  and  of  the  firmament;"  and  before  the 
end  of  the  sixth  year,  he  evinced  a  degree  of  acuteness  which, 
not  without  reason,  was  considered  by  the  wise  men  as  truly 
miraculous. 

With  a  view  to  ascertain  the  degree  of  his  advancement  in 
general  science,  they  one  night  secretly  placed  under  each 
of  the  fom:  posts  of  his  bed  four  ivy-leaves,  and,  having  per- 
formed the  experiment,  retired  without  awakening  him.  In 
the  morning,  when  they  attended  him  as  usual,  he  no  sooner 
opened  his  eyes  than  he  began  to  survey  the  whole  room  with 
evident  signs  of  astonishment,  and  on  tiieir  inquiring  into  the 
cause  of  his  surprise, 

"  Par  fiiy !"  he  said  "  a  ferli*  cas! 
Other*  ich  am  of  wine  drunk. 
Other  the  firmament  is  sunk, 

•  The  worics  of  Donatus  the  grammarian.    *  Wonderfol.    *  EHlwr. 
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Oiher  wexen  is  the  groxind' 

The  thickness  of  four  leaves  round! 

So  much,  to  night,  higher  I  lay, 

Certes,  than  yesterday." 
The  reader  will  readily  believe  that  before  the  expiration 
of  his  seven  years'  study,  this  prodigy  of  attention  had  ac- 
quired all  the  science  of  his  Seven  Wise  Masters. 

Diocletian,  perfectly  happy  in  such  a  son,  had  hitherto 
borne  without  repining  the  solitude  of  widowhood;  but  his 
counsellors  now  urged  him  to  marry  again,  and  proposed  to 
him  a  young  princess  of  such  exquisite  beauty  that  the  old 
monarch  became  violently  enamoured  of  her,  and  soon  ap- 
peared to  forget,  in  her  company,  every  other  object  of  his 
affection.  So  completely  were  ihe  peirifections  of  Florentin 
obliterated  from  his  memory,  that  he  did  not  even  mention 
his  name  to  the  empress;  but  as  every  other  tongue  was 
employed  in  his  praise,  she  naturally  became  anxious  to 
behold  this  paragon,  and  had  no  difficulty  in  persuading  the 
emperor  to  summon  him  to  court. 

The  Seven  Masters  were  "  disputing  in  their  Latin"  with 
their  young  pupil,  when  they  received  the  visit  of  the  nobles 
appointed  to  signify  the  emperor's  intention,  and  to  attend 
the  yoimg  prince  during  his  solemn  entry  into  Home:  and  as 
the  preparations  for  such  a  ceremony  could  not  be  suddenly 
completed,  the  imperial  messengers  were  detained  to  dinner, 
and  amused  by  the  tales  of  minstrels;  after  which  the  Seven 
Wise  Men  prepared  to  consult  the  stars,  as  a  necessary  pre* 
liminary  to  the  important  expedition  of  the  following  day. 
Caton,  the  most  expert  of  the  seven,  took  a  very  deliberate 
survey  of  the  moon,  and  discovered,  from  some  untoward 
appearances  on  the  face  of  that  planet,  that  the  first  moment 
when  the  young  prince,  after  his  arrival  at  court,  should  open 
bis  lips,  would  prove  fetal  to  him,  and,  very  possibly,  to  all 
his  instructors.  This  dreadful  prophecy  filled  the  whole 
company  with  consternation;  but  though  Caton  coidd  not  be 
suspected  of  felsifying  or  misunderstanding  the  moon's  testi- 
mony, Florentin  chose  to  examine  the  heavens  in  his  turn; 
and  having  critically  observed  the  aspect  of  a  star  almost  in 
contact  with  the  moon's  limb,  predicted  from  it,  that  if  he 
could  preserve  his  life  during  seven  days,  and  pass  that  time 
without  speaking,  the  danger  which  menaced  him  would  be 
>  Or  grown  is  the  earth. 
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passed,  and   he  might  ea^ect  many  yeais  of  security  and 
happiness. 

This  seoond  prediction  having  been  duly  examined,  and 
found  conformable  to  all  the  rules  of  astroloey,  the  Seven 
Wise  Masters  took  comfort;  and  as  their  pupu  observed  to 
them  that  it  would  be  most  extraordinary  if  each  of  then 
were  not  able  to  save  his  life  during  a  sLogle  day,  they  pve- 
.pared  to  encounter  the  approaching  danger  with  sereoi^, 
returned  to  their  guests*  and  next  cby  accompanied  them  to 
court,  where  Florentin  was  received  by  his  father  with  eveiy 
mark  of  afEection.  Diocletian,  drowned  in  tears  of  joy,  vas 
himself  unable  to  speak,  and  consequently  did  not  remaik 
the  silence  of  .the  youth,  who  expressed  also  by  his  tean  and 
embraces  the  sincerity  of  his  filial  duly ;  besides  which,  tfaeir 
interview  was  only  momentary,  as  the  empress,  on  heazing 
of  Florentin's  arrival,  immediately  requested  his  attendancft 
in  her  own  apartment. 

Of  the  mental  perfections  of  her  son-in-law  she  had  heaid 
so  much  that  her  curiosity  was  completely  satisfied,  but  of 
his  person  she  knew  nothing ;  and  this  prooooed  at  first  si^ 
so  deep  an  impre84on  on  her  mind,  that  not  being  in  the 
habit  of  curbing  her  passions,  she  immediately  ordered  her 
attendants  out  cf  the  room,  and  proceeded  without  reserve  to 
eonmiunicate  to  the  astonished  Florentin  the  feelings  whidi 
he  had  awakened,  and  the  fisuulities  which  her  marriage  with 
his  &ther  might  afibrd  for  their  gratification.  Her  eloquence 
on  this  topic  was  so  rapid  and  abundant  that  it  vras  long 
before  she  gave  the  prince  an  opportunify  of  making  anj 
reply,  but  at  length  she  naturally  began  to  en>ect  an  answer, 
and  was  not  a  little  astonished  at  his  invincible  silence.  She 
flattered  herself  with  the  hope  that  this  might  arise  from 
mere  bashfiilness  and  timidity,  and  proceeded  to  try  every 
mode  of  encouragement;  but  her  silmit  companion  recoiled 
firom  her  touch  with  such  signs  of  horror,  that  she  could  not 
long  doubt  of  his  contempt  and  aversion. 

Then  the  empress  wex  wroth; 

She  tare  her  hair  and  her  cloth. 

Her  kirtel,  her  pilche'  of  ermioe, 

Her  kerchezfe  of  silk,  her  smock  of  line,' 

All  together,  with  both  fist, 

She  to-rent  beneathen  her  breast. 
>  A  kind  of  foored  doak.  <  Lum. 
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With  both  honden  her  yellow  hair 

Oat  of  tresses  she  it  tare; 

And  she  to-scratched  her  Tisage, 

And  gradde ' ''  harow"  with  great  rage. 

In  hidl  was  the  emperour. 
''  Who  hath  thee  done  this  dishonour?*' 
**  Bot'  this  deviL  that  here  is. 

Had  me  near  y-honisht'  i-wis!"' 
She  then  proceeded  to  state  that  the  marks  of  violence 
about  her  penson  were  the  eflPects  of  his  brutal  rage,  and  loudly 
demanded  the  instant  death  of  the  ravisher. 

As  the  youth  and  beauty  of  the  empress  gave  some  degree 
of  probability  to  this  homble  accusation,  and  die  suppoiBed 
cn^rit  continued  obstinately  silent,  the  indignant  emperor 
immiediately  gave  orders  that  his  unnatural  son  should  be 
stripped  and  scourged,  and  afterwards  hanged:  but  no  sooner 
were  these  orders  made  public,  than  die  lords  who  were  then 
in  the  palace  interposed  to  prevent  their  execution,  and  ob- 
tained  from  the  reluctant  Diocletian  a  promise,  that  the  heir 
of  the  empire  should  be  exempted  from  this  'ignominious 
punishment  until  he  should  have  been  tried  before  an  as- 
sembly of  the  nobles/  The  court  was  therefore  summoned 
fiir  the  succeeding  day;  and  the  prince,  in  the  mean  time, 
was  ordered  into  close  confinement. 

niis  delay  was  by  no  means  pleasing  to  the  empress.  The 
iimnh  imtn  might  change  hiR  mind  and  speak  in  hi«  turn ;  and 
his  asseverations  were  more  likely  than  her  own  to  be  credited 
1^  his  judges,  amongst  whom  lus  rank  and  his  virtues  had 
procured  Imn  many  partisans.  It  would  save  her  much  trou- 
ble if  she  could  persuade  the  emperor  to  act  from  himself; 
and  fiir  this  purpose,  when  he  came  to  bed  at  night,  she  told 
him  the  stoxy  of 

THE  PIKNOIE-TBEE  AND  IIS  IMP. 

Ihen  was  once  at  Rome  a  burgess,  who,  having  enriched 

>  CMed.  '  Who  bat  >  Brought  to  shame,  Fr. 

*  A.oqpy  of  this  romance  in  MS.  Cantab.  Ff.  ii.  38,  tells  the  tale 
somewhat  differently.  According  to  that  anthoritj,  the  king  goes  **  to 
hys  towre''  till  his  anger  is  somewhat  abated,  when  his  steward  arrires 
and  reminds  him  of  a  promise  he  had  made  to  grant  him  his  first  request 
in  oiwMiiifrition  of  fiwonrs  done  in  war.  The  steward  then  reqasstad  that 
the  life  of  the  pEiaoe  should  be  spared  for  one  day. 
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himself  by  traffic,  purchased  a  handaome  house  with  a  fidr 
garden  adjoining. 

Full  of  apple-trees  and  of  perry% 

Fowles  sung  therin  merry. 

Amidelward'  that  garden  free, 

So  ^rox  a  pinnote'  tree. 

That  had  &ir  boughs  and  fruit, 

There-under  was  all  his  dedut* 

He  made  there-under  a  green  bench. 

And  drank  there-under  many  a  skenoh.^ 

Certes,  therein  was  all  his  playing. 

In  time  of  solace  and  his  resting. 
As  the  whole  sphere  of  the  burgess's  observation  was  con- 
fined within  this  single  arbour,  he  could  not  &il  of  disooYering 
a  small  imp  (sucker)  which  was  at  length  put  out  finom  tk 
root.  He  watched  this  imp  with  daily  attention;  but  as  its 
growth  was  much  slower  than  he  wished,  he  called  his  gar- 
dener and  inquired  why  the  imp  did  not  grow  faster?  Hie 
man  replied,  ^t  being  overshadowed  by  a  large  brandi  of 
the  parent  tree,  it  did  not  obtain  its  due  share  of  light  and 
moisture.  The  burgess  now  ordered  the  branch  to  be  cot 
away;  and  the  sucker  having  rapidly  increased  after  this  ex- 
periment, a  second  and  a  third  branch  which  interfered  witit 
Its  progress  were  successively  sacrificed  to  it,  until  its  luxu- 
riance and  the  abundance  of  its  foliage  formed  a  strikmg 
contrast  to  the  naked  and  unsightly  appearance  of  its  coee 
fiourishing  parent.  At  length  ti^e  burgess  became  di^;usted 
with  his  original  favourite,  and  caused  it  to  be  cut  down,  lest 
the  small  quantity  of  nourishment  which  it  still  continued  to 
derive  from  the  soil  should  in  future  impoverish  its  maL 
"  Such,  sir,"  said  the  empress,  "  will  shortly  be  your  fete. 
You  are  the  old  tree,  and  Flor^itin  is  the  imp,  which,  1od£ 
fostered  under  your  shade,  now  grows  with  luxuriance,  and 
only  wants  room  for  more  expansion.  He  has  once  set  yon 
at  defiance,  and  lives  to  glory  in  his  crime.  Vengeance,  per- 
hap,  is  still  in  your  power,  but  if  deferred,  the  means  of 
inflicting  it  will  be  lost,  and  you  will  be  shoved  fitxm  tbe 
throne  to  make  room  for  the  more  powerful  Florentm." 
Diodcdan  loved  a  story  to  his  heart;  and  though,  during  its 

1  In  the  middle  of. 

*  "  The  name  of  a  red-stocked  and  round-leafed  vine." — Cotg  are. 

•  Pleasuv;  delight.  A.  N.  *  Dnoght. 
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vecital,  incapable  of  discerning  its  application,  was  marveU 
lously  struck  when  this  application  was  explained  to  him. 
He  had  been  long  accustomed  to  reign,  and  was  fit  for  little 
else;  so  that  being  now  induced  to  consider  his  son  as  a  rival, 
he  determined  most  firmly  to  order  his  immediate  death,  and 
flattered  himself  that  the  justice  of  the  action  would  be  ap- 
plauded by  all  who  ^ould  hear  the  story  of  the  Pinnote-tree 
and  of  its  Imp. 

The  hall  was  already  filled  with  barons  and  with  persons  of 
all  ranks,  when  the  emperor  took  his  seat,  and  repeated  his 
orders  of  the  preceding  day.  The  prince  was  taken  out  of 
porison,  led  naked  through  the  hall,  and  conveyed  towards  the 
l^aoe  of  execution  amidst  the  universal  murmurs  of  the  senate 
and  people;  but  the  youth  himself  continued  obstinately 
silent,  and  no  one  appeared  to  plead  his  cause,  till  the  philo- 
sopher Bancillas,  maung  his  way  through  the  assembly,  and 
approaching  the  throne,  began  to  remonstrate  with  the  em- 
peror on  his  injustice  and  cruelty.  Diocletian  was  at  this 
time  very  much  out  of  humour,  and  answered  the  polite  salu- 
tation of  the  Wise  Master,  ''  Deu  vow  doint  bon  JouTy'  by 
imprecating  all  sorts  of  curses  on  his  head  and  on  those  of  his 
six  comf»nions,  who,  being  selected  to  educate  the  heir  of 
the  empire,  had  taken  firom  him  the  use  of  his  tongpie,  and 
bestowed  on  him  in  return  a  most  imgovemable  propensity  to 
rape  and  incest.  Bancillas,  in  reply,  asserted  ^orentin's 
innocence ;  earnestly  conjured  the  emperor  to  disbelieve  the 
testimony  of  a  step-mother,  and  finleLlly  assured  him,  that 
should  he  sacrifice  his  son  he  would  be  tortured  by  unavaihng 
remorse,  as  was  the  knight  for  the  loss  of  his  good  grey- 
hocrnd.  At  these  words  the  emperor  eagerly  requested  to 
hear  the  stoiy;  but  the  stubborn  philosopher  refused  to  relate 
one  word  until  he  should  have  obtained  a  day's  respite  for  the 
prince,  which  being  reluctantly  granted,  he  proceeded  with 
his  narrative. 


THE  KKIOHT  JLKD  HIS   OEET-HOTJKD. 

Sire,  there  was  formerly  celebrated  in  this  city,  on  ihe  day 
of  the  Holy  Trinity,  a  magnificent  tournament;  and  the  lists, 
which  attracted  from  all  quarters  a  crowd  of  noble  compe- 
titors, were  erected  in  a  pleasant  and  spacious  meadow  at  no 
great  distance.    In  this  meadow  the  knight^  whose  adventure 

2  s 
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I  am  about  to  Tekte^  had  am  ddmanor-hoiiflet,  aanodiiidad  oft 
all  sides  by  a  riyer 

Of  cbombenr,  sad  of  fai^  faali. 
Of  old  work,  fer-enwed'  all. 
He  bad  abo  a  beautiful  wife;  an  infimt  child  wta»  b» 
idolized;  and  a  grey-hound  whose  sagacity  and  courage  wwe 
unparalleled.     'A.e  child  was  attended  by  three  muaca,  lite 
first  of  whom  was  employed  to  suckle  him,  wbikt  the  odcr 
two  were  ordered  to  relieTe  each  other  in  watchmg  ban, 
whether  sleeping  or  waking,  with  constent  assiduity. 
On  the  occasion  of  this  tournament, 

The  knight  was  lopen'  on  his  steed. 
And  armed  well  in  iron  weed;* 
Hie  shield  about  his  neck,  the  spear  in  his  bond. 
And  burdiscd  *  with  the  knightes  of  the  lond. 
The  lady  took  her  place  among  the  beauties  who  mate 
invited  to  behold  the  feats  of  arms;  and  as  the  manor-hooBe 
was  so  near  as  to  afford  a  tolerable  view  of  the  amusemeat, 
all  the  servants,  and  even  the  three  nurses,  were  eager  to 
gratify  their  curiosity,  and  the  child  was  left  in  its  dadk, 
dose  to  the  wall  of  the  house,  which,  as  we  have  seen,  was 
cracked  through  in  many  jdaces. 

In  one  of  these  crevices  was  lodged  a  huge  adder,  iHudi 
being  disturbed  by  the  unusual  shouts  of  the  servants,  excited 
by  the  varioiis  exploits  at  the  tournament,  put  out  its  head, 
and  at  length  creeping  from  its  hole,  advanced  towarda  the 
cradle. 

The  grey-hound  seeth  the  adder  red, 
Grislich,  rough,  strong,  and  qued;^ 
Anon  ho  gan  her  assail. 
And  bent*  her  in  his  mouth  sans  &iL 
The  adder  so  the  grey-hoimd  stang, 
And  he  feeled  the  bite  so  Strang, 
Anon  he  let  the  adder  gon: 
Upon  the  cradle  she  flew  anon, 
And  was  about  the  child  to  sting; 
And  the  grey-hound  came  yem  flinging,^ 
And  bent  the  adder  in  strong  gear,* 
And  flapped  her  all  about  his  ear. 

*  Cracked,  craxy.        *  Least.      *  Armour.      «  Flayed  or  justed  nich. 
*Et]1.  •CaMgirt.         ^QvieklylKraadiiig.         •Maaaar. 
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Between  the  adder  and  the  gre]r*homd, 

The  cradle  tamed  up  so  down^  aagmmd; 

ITp  80  down,  in  her  fighting. 

That  the  child  lay  dwelling. 

Ute  8tttj^e9  it  upheld  all  qnert,* 

That  the  child  was  nought  y-hivt. 

The  adder  so  the  grey-hoimd  hot 

By  the  side,  God  it  wot, 

He  cried,  and  on  the  cradle  leapr 

And  bled  thereon  a  well  great  heap; 

And  when  the  smart  was  all  y-gone^ 

To  that  adder  he  sterte  anon. 

And  by  the  body  he  her  hent. 

And  ail  to  pieces  her  to-rent. 

The  grey-hound  would  not  ceased  be, 

Tell  that  adder  were  torn'  of  three ;' 

And  all  the  place  there  about 

"Was  well  bloody  withouten  doubt 
Tlie  tournament  being  oyer,  the  spectators  began  to  retire, 
and  the  nurses  hastened  to  resume  their  chai^;  but  they^ 
beheld  the  cradle  overturned  and  cohered  with  blood,  and  the 
grey-hound  bleeding,  and  whining  firom  the  pain  of  hia 
wounds.  Without  examining  any  further,  they  conchided 
that  the  dog  was  guilty,  and  rushing  out  of  the  house  ran  to 
meet  their  mistress,  to  whom  they  impudently  protested,  that 
the  grey-hound,  in  a  fit  of  sudden  ferocity,  had,  in  spite  of  ^ 
their  effinrts,  torn  to  pieces  the  charming  in&nt. 

The  lady  fell  into  a  swoon,  and  on  her  recovery  adopted  at 
once^the  fidse  report  of  her  nurses,  related  it  to  llie  knight  on 
his  return,  and  swore,  with  torrents  of  tears,  that  unless  he 
would  instantly  revenge  her  by  the  destruction  of  his  fevonr- 
ite,  she  would,  before  his  own  eyes,  put  an  end  to  his  own 
existence.  The  disconsdate  &ther  spoke  not  a  word,  but 
rushed  into  the  hall ;  and  whilst  the  fiEuthftil  grey-hound  feebly 
crawled  to  meet  him  and  to  lick  his  hand,  clove  the  animal  in 
two  with  his  sword.  He  then  approached  the  cradle  to  behold 
for  the  last  time  his  murdered  infiemt,  and  having  turned  up 
the  clothes,  saw  with  astonishment  and  delight  the  chikk  ia 
perfect  health,  and  just  waking  from  the  slumbers  which  the 
preceding  accident  had  not  interrupted.  By  the  side  of  Ito 
cradle  lay  the  fragments  of  the  serpent,  and  the  whole  &bfay 
1  Upside  down.         ■  Happily.         *  Into  thnr  parts  orpieoei. 
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by  which  he  had  been  deceiyed  was  instantly  explained. 
His  conscience  smote  him.  He  would  not  stain  his  sword 
with  the  blood  of  the  wretches  throiigh  whose  means  he  had 
murdered  the  deliverer  of  his  child,  but  he  vowed  to  expiate,  bj 
a  penance  which  should  only  terminate  with  his  life,  his  ovm 
foUy  in  listening  to  the  counsels  of  a  heedless  and  inconsider- 
ate woman.  lie  rushed  into  the  woods,  retired  to  a  distant 
hermitage,  and  never  more  returned  to  the  habitations  of 
men.  Such,  sire,  will  be  your  remorse  and  repentance,  if  you 
blindly  determine  on  the  destruction  of  your  amiable  son  at 
liie  instigation  of  his  &lse  and  malicious  step-mother. 

Diocletian,  who  generally  provided  himself  with  opiniou 
by  adopting  those  of  the  laist  speaker,  now  declared  his  adhe- 
rence to  tl^  sentiments  of  Bancillas,  and  totally  forgot  his 
compassion  for  the  misfortunes  of  the  old  pinnote-tree,  in  bis 
tenderness  for  the  good  knight,  whom  he  resembled  in  a 
warm  affection  for  grey-hounds.  But  at  length  the  night 
came,  and  with  it  came  the  reproaches  of  the  empress;  who 
taxed  him  with  want  of  resolution,  and  with  an  extreme  hve 
of  flattery,  by  which  she  assured  him  that  he  woidd  he  be- 
trayed  as  the  boar  was  by  the  herdsman.  This  allusion  eflfec- 
tuidly  awakened  his  curiosity,  and  she  proceeded  to  tell  him 
the  story  of 

TH£  BOAB  AKB  THB  HEBDSUAN. 

To  the  westward  of  this  city  is  a  spacious  forest,  fonnerij 
the  abode  of  a  boar,  who,  from  his  amazing  size  and  supposed 
feroci^,  was  the  terror  of  the  whole  neighboiurhood.  In  the 
same  forest  lived  a  herdsman  who  ten&d  a  large  herd  of 
cattle;  but  as  they  usually  pastured  in  the  open  parts  of  the 
wood,  he  never  approached  the  haunts  of  this  terrible  animal. 
But  it  happened  one  day  that  a  part  of  his  herd  had  strayed 
to  some  distance,  and  it  became  necessary  that  he  should 
follow  them.  In  the  course  of  his  search  he  discovered  a 
hawthorn-tree,  the  fruit  of  which  was  then  ripe,  and  seeing 
great  quantities  of  it  on  the  ground,  could  not  refrain  from 
stopping  to  fill  his  pockets.  He  did  so,  and  was  going  to 
depart,  when  he  discovered  the  boar,  who  came  straight  up  to 
the  same  tree,  under  which  he  had  for  many  preceding  days 
found  a  plentiful  repast  The  poor  herdsman  was  half  dead 
with  fear;  but  to  fly  was  hojpeless,  and  his  only  resource  was 
to  climb  up  into  the  tree,  where  he  hoped  to  remain  undisco- 
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Tered.  Unluckily  the  boar,  after  devourizig  tiie  scanty  glean- 
ings which  had  been  left  under  the  tree,  happened  to  scent 
the  ample  stores  contained  in  the  man's  podcets,  and  being  dis- 
appointed in  his  attempts  to  reach  the  precious  magazine, 
became  furious  with  rage,  foamed  at  the  mouth,  and  whetting 
his  tusks  against  the  roots  of  the  tree,  shook  it  with  su(£ 
violence  that  the  poor  herdsman  considered  his  destruction  as 
inevitable.  In  this  extremity  he  fortunately  bethought  him- 
self of  emptying  his  pockets;  and  at  the  same  time  gathering 
all  the  haws  wi^in  his  reach,  showered  them  down  so  profusely 
that  the  boar  was  satisfied,  and  after  a  plentiful  dinner  appeared 
disposed  to  take  his  rest.  The  artlEul  herdsman  now  lowered 
himself  so  far  as  to  reach  with  his  fingers  the  back  of  the 
animal,  which  he  began  to  scratch  widi  such  dexterity  that 
the  boar,  who  was  hitherto  imaccustomed  to  such  luxury 
closed  his  eyes,  and  abandoned  himself  to  the  most  delicious 
slumbers;  at  which  instant  the  herdsman  drawing  a  long 
knife,  with  which  he  was  provided,  suddenly  pierced  him  to 
the  heart.  Such,  sir  emperor,  are  the  artifices  of  vour  flat- 
terers; thev  please  and  tickle  your  ears  with  their  praises, 
but  it  is  that  they  may  lull  you  to  sleep  and  stab  you  with 
more  security. 

The  emperor,  not  choosing  to  die  like  a  boar,  now  deter- 
mined as  usual  to  put  his  son  to  death,  but  was  diverted  from 
his  purpose  by  the  wise  master  Ancilles,  who  having  obtained 
a  day*s  respite  for  the  prince,  proceeded  to  relate  me  follow- 
ing story  of 

HIPPOCKATES   AND   HIS   NEPHEW. 

Your  majesty  knows  that  Hippocrates,  "  The  Wise  Clerk," 
was  formerly  professor  of  medicine  in  this  city.  He  had  with 
him  a  nephew  whom  he  wished  to  instruct  in  his  art,  and  to 
whom  he  communicated  all  his  secrets ;  but,  after  a  time,  the 
uncommon  sagacity  of  the  pupil  began  to  awaken  the  jealousy 
and  envy  of  the  preceptor,  who  had  meant  to  form  an  assistant 
in  his  practice,  not  a  rival  of  his  reputation.  The  irritation  of 
temper  produced  in  the  sage  by  these  unworthy  sentiments 
preyed  on  his  health  and  occasioned  a  dangerous  disease, 
during  the  height  of  which  he  received  a  message  from  the 
king  of  Himgary  requesting  his  attendance  on  the  heir  of 
that  kingdom,  who  was  now  supposed  to  be  on  the  point  of 
death.   .  Hippocrates,  though  much  against  his  will,  was  now 
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compelled  to  employ  his  nef^aew,  though  he  foresaw  Ihat  the 
fiuoae  of  the  young  man,  if  suooeasful,  would  he  elevated  "very 
nearly  to  the  level  of  his  own.  The  young  practiidoner  imme- 
diately d^mrted  for  Hmigary, 

And  when  he  oome  to  that  lond. 

The  king  took  him  l^  the  hond. 

And  led  him  to  his  sick  diild; 
^  Mow  Chzist  of  heaven  be  us  mild! " 

Hie  jronng  man  seigh*  the  childe's  pain. 

And  tasted'  his  sinew  and  his  vein; 

He  taketh  an  urinal  for  to  seen; 

He  ne  segh  nought  of  the  king,  but  of  the  queea: 

And  of  the  child,  Gkxl  it  wote, 

He  segh  it  was  a  misbegote.' 

He  gan  the  levedi  aside  draw, 

and  closely  questioned  her  concerning  the  &ther  of  the  in- 
valid, who,  he  was  positiyely  certain,  was  by  no  meaas 
related  to  the  king  of  Hungary.  The  queen,  astomshed  at 
this  unexpected  question,  began  by  treating  it  with  levity, 
and  when  he  persisted,  threatened  him  with  punishment  for 
his  insolence ;  but  on  his  assuring  her  that  he  was  unaUe  to 
cure  her  child  without  the  disclosure  of  this  important  secret, 
and  that  she  might  rest  assured  of  his  inviolable  fidelity,  ahe 
looked  on  him  with  astonishment,  burst  into  tears,  and  con- 
fessed that  a  certain  earl  of  Navarre,  who  had  sojouraed  fas 
some  time  at  her  husband's  court,  and  who  was  very  weD 
made  and  weU  dressed,  had  pleased  her  so  much  par  mtt 
druerie  she  sometimes  indulged  him  with  liberties  which  had 
apparently  led  to  the  birth  of  her  dear  child. 

The  young  physician  now  informed  her  that  the  boy,  being 
illegitimate,  would  require  "  contrarious  drink,  contrarioos 
meat;''  that  he  must  be  fed  on  *'  beeves*  flesh,  and  drink  tiie 
broth,'*  and  this  diet  being  plentifully  administered  to  the 
patient,  he  rapidly  recovered;  and  the  young  leech  was  di»- 
ndssed  with  the  most  magnificent  presents,  and  with  the  be- 
nedictions of  the  queen  and  her  husband. 

'  Hippocrates,  on  his  nephew's  return,  inquired  into  all  that 


He  asked  gif  that  the  child  was  sound ; 
'  Yea  aire,**  he  said,  "  fay  Saint  Simound!*' 


Fdt;  tMter,  tater,  Fr.        ""Ahataid. 
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He  asked, ''  What  was  his  medicine?" 
''  Beef  and  broth  good  a  fine.''' 
**  What  then,  was  he  an  awfcrol?"« 
**  Thou  aayest  sooth,  ar,  by  my  poll! **• 
Qnath  Ypocras,  *'  By  the  Grod^s  doom, 
Hioa  art  become  all  too  wise  a  groomV 
There  he  thought,  against  reasoun. 
To  do  him  strong  treasoun. 
Tlie  aooompHdbment  of  the  crime  soon  followed.     One  day 
dmt  they  weie  walking  in  their  garden,  and  discoursing  on 
the  Tirtnes  of  the  plants  cultiTated  in  it,  Hippocrates  pointed 
oat  to  his  nephew  a  small  herb  which  he  desired  him  to 
gather,  and,  whilst  the  youth  stooped  for  that  purpose,  drew 
Qfut  a  dagger  and  stabbed  him.     He  then  buried  the  body  on 
the  spot,  returned  into  the  house,  and  enjoyed  the  malignant 
pleanire  of  buniing  the  books  to  which  the  young  man  was 
ladnlited  for  his  wonderful  adirancement  in  science.     But  the 
wngeance  of  Heaven  dosdy  pursued  him.     He  was  seized 
wilh  a  wumMtm  (dysentery),  a  disease  in  the  cure  of  which  his 
B^hew  was  always  particularly  successful,  and  being  unable 
tojuiwt  its  progress,  soon  foresaw  that  it  would  prove  fiEttal. 
He  then  oonvoked  all  his  friends,  exhibited  before  them  some 
rtrifciiig  proofe  of  his  art,  and,  after  warning  them  of  the  small 
extent  of  all  human  dull,  made  a  full  disclosure  of  the  crime  to 
wldeh  he  justly  fell  a  sacrifice.     His  death  was  attended  by 
esemoiating  pains,  which  were  heightened  by  remorse,  and 
be  expired  yunly  calling  on  his  murdered  nej^ew  for  assist- 
anoe  and  relief 

Diodetian  was  much  affected  by  this  tragical  story;  but  the 
)  was  prepared  to  counteract  the  impression  which  it 
[  left  by  relating  the  tak  of 

XHE  7ATHBB  KU&DBBSD   BT  HIS  SON. 

Octavian,  enperor  of  Borne,  surpassed  in  wealth  the 
richest  of  his  predeeessots.  It  was  he  who  built  the  cele- 
brated tower  called  the  Orescent,  in  which  he  locked  up  his 
treasures,  and  appointed  for  the  protection  of  his  hoard  a 
minister  whose  vigilance  and  orazice  were  equally  proverbial. 
He  had  also  another  miniBter,  who  was  a  perfect  contrast^  to 
the  former,  being  remarkable  for  hais  profusion ;  so  that  having 
disBipftted  his  whole  fortune,  he  found  himself  without  re- 

>  In  perfNtKNi.     *  AT>ntrel,  dhniiiiitiYe  of  ayoistre.  a  bastard.— O.  Fr. 
»  Head. 
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source,  and  at  last  formed  the  desperate  resolutioii  of  rdUnng 
the  imperial  treasury.  To  execute  such  a  design  without 
assistance  was  nearly  impossible,  and  to  impart  It  to  a  com- 
mon accomplice  was  too  hazardous ;  he  therefore  chose  his 
own  son:  and,  knowing  where  the  money  was  deposited, 
repaired  by  night  to  the  tower,  made  a  breach  in  the  wall, 
entered,  and  carried  off  as  much  gold  as  they  were  aUe  to 
transport  to  his  habitation.  With  this  supply  he  was  enabled 
for  some  time  longer  to  pursue  his  former  course  of  extnvft- 
gance ;  but  having  at  length  exhausted  his  coffers,  he  deter- 
mined to  attempt  the  repetition  of  an  enterprise  in  which  he 
had  been  once  successM.'  The  crafty  treasurer,  howerer,  had 
not  slumbered  over  his  charge.  A  few  hours  only  had  ebpeed 
after  the  first  robbery,  before  he  perceived  that  part  of  ^ 
treasure  had  been  purloined,  and  discovered  the  part  of  ^ 
wall  through  which  the  thieves  had  entered,  and  which  on 
their  departure  they  had  again  repaired  so  carefully  as  to 
leave  no  marks  of  injury  which  could  attract  the  attention  of 
a  common  observer.  Judging  from  tins'  circumstance  that 
they  would  probably  return,  he  caused  a  pit  to  be  dug  imme- 
diately under  the  place,  and  filled  it  with  pitch  and  birdlime, 
in  the  hopes  of  entrapping  the  robber,  who,  in  fiu^  found 
himself  instantly  entangled  so  effectually  as  to  preclude  aH 
hopes  of  deliverance.  In  this  terrible  situation  he  called  to 
his  son,  warned  him  to  avoid  the  danger ;  explained  to  him 
the  impossibility  of  his  escape,  and  the  fiital  consequences 
which  must  result  to  his  whole  fitmily  firom  the  discovery  of 
his  guilt ;  and  finally  conjured  him  to  strike  off  his  head,  as 
there  remained  no  other  means  of  escaping  detection.  The 
young  man  hesitated  for  some  time,  but  tiie  dawn  approached; 
the  father  importunately  persisted  in  the  same  request:  the 
hope  of  preserving  himself  and  his  relations  firom  a  danger 
otherwise  inevitable  at  length  prevailed,  and  having  cut  off  the 
head  he  precipitately  ran  off  with  it  towards  his  habitation. 

Ac  he  ne  wist,  for  none  need, 

"Where  he  might  it  best  i-hede :  * 

But,  als  he  came  by  a  gong,* 

Amid  the  pit  he  it  flung ; 

And  went  home,  and  made  wo. 

His  brethren  and  his  sistren  also. 
In  the  mean  time  the  treasurer,  who  never  fiuled  to  Tist 
^  Hide.  •  A  Jakes.— .Haltiwdrs  Diet. 
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bis  trap,  was  not  less  surprised  than  mortified  at  finding  in  it 
a  headless  trunk,  firom  which  it  was  impossible  to  draw  any 
indication  of  the  guilty  person.  He,  however,  had  recourse 
to  an  expedient  wUch  did  honour  to  his  sagacity.  He  gave 
orders  that  the  body  shoidd  be  slowly  drawn  by  the  feet 
through  all  the  streets  of  Rome ;  that  its  conductors  should 
be  constantly  on  the  watch ;  and  that  if  this  ceremony  should 
excite  in  any  house  near  which  they  passed  an  appearance  of 
unusual  sorrow,  they  should  seize  and  bring  before  him  the 
occupiers  of  it,  who  woidd  probably  be  the  near  relations  of  the 
deceased.  The  stratagem  was  on  the  point  of  succeeding,  and 
the  daughters  of  the  dead  man  were  betrayed  by  the  sight  of 
his  body  into  a  sudden  burst  of  lamentation,  which  attracted 
the  attention  of  the  officers;  but  the  brother  at  the  same 
moment  drawing  his  sword,  pierced  himself  in  the  thigh,  and 
exhibiting  his  woimd,  convinced  them  that  this  accident  had 
occasioned  the  screams  which  had  awakened  their  suspicions. 
From  this  tale  the  empress  inferred  that,  as  the  young  man 
had  thrown  his  fiither^s  head  into  a  gong,  instead  of  burying 
it  with  proper  respect,  the  wicked  Florentin  would  gladly 
treat  his  majesty  with  similar  contempt;  and  this  inference, 
though  perhaps  not  strictly  legitimate,  having  satisfied  Dio- 
cletian, he  rose  with  the  determination  of  ordering  his  son's 
execution,  from  which  he  was  again  diverted  by  the  philoso- 
pher Lentilion,  who  related  to  hun  the  story  of 

THE  HXTSBANB   OUT   OF  BOOBS. 

There  lived  formerly  in  this  town  a  burgess,  who,  being 
disposed  to  marry,  was  too  proud  to  accept  an  alliance  with 
any  of  his  neighbours,  and  proposed  to  select  for  his  wife 
some  young  lady  who  might  ennoble  his  blood,  and,  bv  her 
beauty  and  accomplishments,  excite  the  enyy  of  all  his  ac- 
quaintance. Such  a  mate  he  had,  at  length,  the  good  fortune 
to  discover ;  and  brought  home  a  yoimg  damsel  of  high  birth, 
some  beauty,  much  e^ectation,  and  more  efi&ontery.  The 
haughty  bride,  though  she  entertained  a  thorough  contempt 
fior  her  husband,  was  in  some  measure  reconciled  to  her  new 
situation  by  the  company  of  her  former  lover,  who  conde- 
scended to  consider  the  house  of  the  hospitable  bui^ss  as  his 
own,  and,  without  the  name  of  a  husband,  to  peHbrm  all  a 
husband's  duties. 

There  was  at  this  time  a  law  in  Rome  that  any  person^  of 
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whatever  rank  or  aez,  who  flhonki  be  ftmod  oat  of  the  hoon 
a&er  the  souacI  of  eurfew,  should  be  confined  in  prison  till  ike 
morning,  and  tiien  publicly  dxmn  through  the  streets  as  t 
fegrant.  This  law  snggeeted  to  the  husband  a  project  ftr 
ooiTecting  the  iibertzne  disposition  of  his  wife.  HaTing  per- 
oeived  tliat  she  was  in  die  habit  of  wtwiling  away  from  kn 
side  whffli  he  was  phinged  in  his  fiist  sleep,  and  reasonsUjr 
sa^poBing  that  dbe  did  not  pass  the  time  of  her  absenee  in 
totel  soli^^ide, 

O^  night  he  him  as  drank  made. 

And  yede'  to  bed  bHthe  and  glad. 

And  lay  still  as  he  slept  soon : 

She  stale  away  mididon,' 

And  went  to  her  loteby;^ 

And  he  it  aparoeiyed^  sikeriy,* 

And  went  lum  out,  and  segh  and  heard 

Altogether  how  she  mis-fiured. 

And  went  him  in  out  of  the  street. 

And  shut  the  door  swithe  sket,' 

And  spake  out  at  window. 

And  said,  ^'  Dame,  Qod  give  thee  how;* 

This  thou  ne  might  forsd^e  for  none  need ; 

Ich  have  i-nome*  thee  in  this  dede 

With  thy  lechour :  with  hun  thou  go ! 

Of  thee  ne  keep  I  never  mo." 
The  humbled  wife  now  expressed  the  most  sincere  peni- 
tence ;  prayed  to  be  admitted  into  the  house ;  uiged  the  public 
shame  which  both  must  incur  if  she  were  found  in  the  streets 
at  that  hour ;  and,  at  lengtiii,  counterfeiting  the  extremity  of 
despair,  threatened  to  drown  heradf  in  the  well  as  the  only 
means  of  preserving  her  reputation.  She  then  took  up  aho^ 
atone,  threw  it  violently  into  the  water,  uttered  a  dreadfid 
seream,  and  then  silently  retreated  behind  the  door.  The 
husband  made  no  reply  to  her  exclamations  but  that,  ^Hiedier 
she  chose  to  hang  or  drown  h^radf  was  to  him  a  matterof 
extreme  indifference;  but  he  was  startled  by  the  dashinff  of 
the  water,  and  by  the  subsequent  silence.  He  continued  io 
listen  at  the  window,  repeatedly  addre»ed  his  wile,  but  reoeiTed 
noaaswer.  He  then  r^MUted  of  his  severity,  ruriieddowastnH 
and  numing  to  the  well,  was  not  a  little  surprised  at  faeniog 
>  One.  *  Went.  •  Quickly;  immediately.  ^  Companion,  lover.— Chnoer. 
^  PteoeiTed.      •  Clearij.      ?  ImnMfiatdy.      *  Cne.      *  iMkoL 
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tbe  door  shut  bdfadnd  him  with  comndenble  ncnae,  and  at 
being  anailed  by  a  torrent  of  inyectiyes  from  the  window 
whieh  he  had  iuat  quitted.  It  was  now  his  torn  to  petition. 
Hie  aoiuid  of  vae  oiufew  struck  upon  his  ear ;  he  heard  the 
hanea  of  the  guards ;  he  implored  fi>r  admittanoe,  but  the  wife 
wm  daaf  to  his  intraaties.  Even  the  guards,  who  knew  the 
iwocant  character  of  the  man,  interceded  for  him  in  yain. 

She  answered  as  malicious— 
**  He  oometh  now  from  the  hore-houae; 

Thus  he  is  woned  me  to  s^rve, 

An  evil  death  mot  he  steire  :^ 

Ich  have  y-hid  his  shame  ere  this ; 

I  ne  will  never  more  y-wis." 

Corfour '  bell  no  longer  rong ; 

The  burgess  was  led  forth  with  wrong. 

What  helpeth  it  longer  tale  ? 

That  night  he  sat  well  sore  akale,' 

And  his  wife  lay  warm  a  bed. 

And  solace  of  her  lemau  fredde.^ 

A  morrow  the  burgess  was  forth  i-sette. 

And  his  honden  befom  him  knet;^ 

And  through  the  town  he  was  y-lad,' 

Lothlich  dnven,  and  begrad^ 

As  a  thief.     This  mischance 

Guihless  he  suffered,  and  this  penance. 

*•  Sire,  couth*  this  woman  of  guile  ?  " 
*' Ya,  she  was  a  traitour  vile, 

And  well  worse  than  a  hound! " 
"Sire,  mo  swich*  there  beth  y-found. 
And  thyself  hath  one  swich ! " 
The  emperor  is  imable  to  controvert  the  remarks  of  Len- 
tilion;  but  at  night  once  more  changes  his  mind  on  hearing 
from  the  empress  the  story  '*  of  a  King  of  Apulia  and  of  his 
Steward."    This  is  too  gross,  and  much  too  dull  for  insertion ; 
but  it  produces  the  usual  effect  on  Diocletian,  which  is  after- 
wards removed  by  the  wise  master  Malquedras,  who  relates 
the  story  of 

THE   OLD  WISE  HAN  AND   HIS  WIFE. 

There  was  formerly  in  this  city  an  old  man  who,  throughout 

•  Die.      ■  CarfMr.      '  GrieTonsly  oool.      *  Felt.  Sax.  fredan,  sentire. 
*  Tied.         *  Led.         ^  Abuied,  A.S.         "  Knew.         •  Such. 
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his  whole  life,  had  been  cited  as  an  example  of  pmdenoe. 
He  had  amassed  an  ample  fortune,  which  he  expended  in 
rational  amusements ;  and  having  successiyely  lost  two  whres 
whom  he  had  married  in  the  prime  of  life,  thought  a  state  of 
widowhood  the  best  suited  to  his  declining  age  and  growing 
infirmities.  But  .his  Mends  thought  otherwise ;  and  a  piudot 
man  is  often  obliged,  for  the  sake  of  tranquillily,  to  foOow  tk 
advice  of  his  friends  in  preference  to  his  own  wishes.  Ihey 
recommended  to  him  a  young  and  beautiful  girl,  who  had 
been  educated  with  the  greatest  care  by  an  attentive  mother, 
and  who  therefore  seemed  very  unlikely  to  excite  in  him  that 
jealous  uneasiness  to  which  husbands  of  a  certain  age  an 
supposed  to  be  very  generally  addicted.  He  marrira,  and 
found  in  marriage  as  much  happiness  as  he  expected. 

But  it  was  otherwise  with  me  young  lady.  As  neither  her 
mother  nor  her  confessor  had  thought  it  necessary,  before  her 
marriage,  to  explain  to  her  very  minutely  the  change  d 
situation  which  she  was  about  to  undergo,  she  had  natmD? 
trusted  to  her  own  imagination  for  a  picture  of  futurity;  and 
this  picture  of  conjugal  delight  was  so  far  fixnn  resonUiag 
what  she  experienced,  that  she  had  some  difficulty  in  con- 
cealing, even  from  her  husband,  the  excess  of  her  disappoint- 
ment. After  revolving  this  matter  for  some  time  in  her 
thoughts,  she  concluded  that  her  husband  did  not  love  her; 
and  that,  as  she  felt  no  great  disposition  to  love  him,  she 
could  not  do  better  than  to  search  for  a  third  person,  who 
might  more  nearly  sympathize  with  her  feelings.  With  this 
notable  resolution  she  was  so  well  satisfied  that  she  hastened 
to  impart  it  to  her  mother,  whom  she  found  at  church,  and  to 
whom  she  commimicated  a  long  string  of  domestic  anecdotes, 
concluding  with 

'' Ich  mote  have  some  other  love." 
"Nay,  daughter,  for  God  above ! 
Old  men  ben  fell^  and  queint,* 
And  wicked  wrenches*  can  ateinte  :* 
Misdo  nought,  daughter,  but  do  by  rede."* 
The  old  lady  then  proposed  the  following  expedient  as  a 
trial  of  the  old  man*s  disposition.     "Your  husband,"  su^ 
she,  "has  in  his  garden  a  fiivourite  tree  which  he  rarely Ailf 
to  visit.    Take  advantage  of  his  first  absence  from  home; 

1  Crael.  ■  Canning.  '  StratBgenu. — Sax. 

^  Give- a  colouring  to,  A.N.  •  Advice. 
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order  ibis  tree  to  be  cut  down  and  brought  in  lo^  to  your 
fixe;  and  when  he  shall  ask  your  reason  for  committing  this 
autrage,  simply  answer,  that  you  did  it  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
mimicating  some  warmth  to  his  cold  bones."  ''  It  shall  be 
done,"  said  the  daughter;  and  she  kept  her  word.  The  old 
man  expressed  some  discontent  at  the  exploit,  and  at  the 
excuse,  but  he  was  too  prudent  to  say  much ;  and  his  wife, 
who  was  only  anxious  to  witness  the  ultimate  success  of  her 
e3q>enment,  paid  little  attention  to  his  present  feelings. 

She  waited  till  the  enchanted  fuel  was  nearly  expended; 
when  perceiving  that  the  old  man's  blood  was  stiU  as  tranquil 
as  if  he  had  warmed  himself  by  the  commonest  tree  in  the 
Ibrest,  she  again  repaired  to  her  mother,  who  again  dissuaded 
her  from  resorting  to  extremities,  and  counselled  her  to  make 
this  second  trial.  ''Your  husband  has  a  fiiyourite  grey-hound 
hiteh,  who  is  often  in  the  habit  of  caressing  you;  feign  your- 
self out  of  humour  with  her,  and  murder  her  before  his  face. 
It  wQl  be  strange  indeed  if  this  do  not  give  you  a  perfect 
inaiglht  into  his  temper! "     ''You  shall  be  obeyed." 

Was  it  nought  long  afterward. 

The  young  leyedi  and  her  lord 

Sat,  on  even,  by  the  fire; 

Beforen  hem  stood  her  squire. 

She  had  on  a  pilche'  of  price. 

And  a  chaisel'  theron,  y-wis; 

The  bitch  lay  in  her  barm :' 

She  played,  and  it  did  her  harm. 

She  drew  a  knife  and  her  smot; 

The  bitch  died,  God  it  wot, 

And  pOche  and  chaisel  all  be-bled; 

The  lord  rose,  and  yede  to  bed. 

For  all  her  wrenche,^  and  all  her  gin, 

The  more  love  she  might  nought  win. 
In  relating  to  her  mother  the  ill  success  of  this  second 
experiment,  she  expatiated  so  strongly  on  the  necessity  of 
resorting  to  her  own  expedient,  that  the  good  old  lady  hod 
the  curiosity  to  inquire  whether  any  knight  or  squire  had  yet 
engaged  her  affections.  She  answered  in  the  negative;  and 
aidded,  that  being  determined  to  secure  her  reputation,  she 

^  A  furred  dresf ,  generaUy  worn  in  cold  weather. 

*  An  upper  garment  wUch  coTered  the  whole  body.  '  Lap. 

«  Contmance.    See  HaUiweB'i  Dictionary,  p.  941. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


430  EJLBLY   SITGXISH  XETBICAX  BOKAVOIS. 

had  thoughts  of  bestowing  her  k^e  on  some  ymug  pant, 
who  would  of  course  be  careful  to  heep  her  secret  Tie 
mother  was  now  more  at  ease,  and  enjoiaed  her  to  msike  «» 
more  trial,  which,  she  assured  her,  ynmkdt  infiiUiblj  pneoR 
her  happiness  by  putting  an  end  to  the  pxesent  apo&iy  of  kr 
husband.  '*  Your  lord,"  said  she,  ^has  invited  att  his  frieadi 
to  an  entertainment  which  is  to  take  plaoe  in  a  few  ^mjl 
You  must,  on  that  oocaaton,  hang  a  bunch  of  keys  at  ym 
girdle,  and  having-  taken  your  seat  at  the  upper  end  of  ^ 
table,  contrive  to  entangle  these  k^  m  the  taMe-dodt 
Then,  upon  some  trifling  pretext,  rise  suddenly;  by  wUeh 
means  ^e  cups  and  did^s  wiU  be  ovenet,  and  i^e  vkfe 
company  thrown  into  confusion."  All  this  was  panctaiify 
executed  by  the  obedient  daughter;  who,  alter  ^serriiigtke 
guests  with  bread  and  ale,"  took  her  seat  by  her  husband,  ni 
soon  after  sprang  up  from  table  wilh  sudi  dextrous  awkwsd* 
ness,  that  Ihe  whole  hall  was  instantly  overqwrcad  with  Ik 
ruins  of  the  entertainment  This  was  her  hwt  triompL 
f  On  the  following  morning  she  was  much  surprised  ik 
beholding  in  her  apartment  a  large  fire,  a  great  chair  oorered 
with  clo&,  a  table  supporting  a  number  of  basins,  and  a^ 
barber,  who,  with  an  air  of  medical  importance,  was  expecdoe 
her  arrival.  Her  husband,  ^  addressing  her  with  his  wm 
mildness^  observed  that  she  had  in  her  veins  a  quantity  of 
peccant  blood  which  it  would  be  necessary  to  remove,  tnd 
assured  her  that  after  the  operation  she  would  immediatdj 
regain  the  natural  gentleness  of  her  disposition.  8he  trembki 
turned  pale,  dechured  that  she  could  not  bear  the  sight  of 
blood,  protested  that  bleeding  would  kiU  her  on  the  spot, 
struggled,  screamed,  but  to  no  purpose :  the  inflexible  barixr 
forcibly  placed  her  in  the  chair,  baied  her  ri^t  arm,  opeoed 
the  vein,  applauded  his  own  dexterity,  took  away  two  por- 
ringers of  blood,  and,  having  tied  up  the  wound,  proceeded  to 
repeat  the  operation  on  the  other  arm.  Fresh  screams,  expos- 
tulations, and  struggles  on  the  part  of  the  lady  w«re  uxdible 
to  disturb  the  tranquil  obstinacy  of  the  barber.  A  ikM 
measure  of  blood  was  drawn  off:  the  patient  became  ftint  ni 
giddy ;  and  being  put  to  bed,  began  to  believe  that  her  hit 
hour  was  now  reidly  approaching.  Her  husband,  indeed,  hid 
encouraged  her  to  hope  that  she  might  yet  do  well;  but  as  he 
had  at  the  same  time  informed  her  that  the  next  transgreflsion 
would  compel  him  to  douMe  the  discipline,  she  sent  in  the 
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baste  far  her  motlier,  ta  whom  she  fidntlT  cried  out 
tkKt  her  loid  had  kiUed  her— 

**For  mine  three  unwvest^  deed. 

Three  dishftd  of  blood  he  let  me  bleed, 

That  I  ne  may  Ure,  by  Godis  ore!"' 
"Danghter  liateth  thee  love  more?  " 
'^Naj,  mother;  by  God  all  might;, 

I  jnH  neither  love  clerk  ne  knight." 
*'No,  daughter!  I  said  full  well, 

That  old  men  beth  queynt  and  felL 

They  coa  more  qued'  bythendie^ 

Than  thoa  canst  do  with  any  wrenche : 

HcM  thee  to  thine  husboimd, 

And  thou  shalt  have  all  the  mound!"* 

To  this  story  the  artfiil  empress  opposed  that  of 

CSSSSirS   TH£    SICH   MAIT. 

Sir,  your  majesty  has  doubtless  heard  of  Virgil,  the  &mous 
enchttnter.  He  pkced,  by  his  skill  in  necromancy,  in  the 
midst  of  the  Forum,  a  fire  which  it  was  impossible  to  extin- 
goish,  and  at  which  the  poor  of  Rome  were  accustomed  to 
warm  themselyes  and  to  cook  their  dinners.  On  a  pedestal, 
near  the  fire,  stood  a  brazen  statue,  with  a  cross-bow  bent, 
and  a  quarrel  or  large  arrow  on  the  string;  and  on  the  fore- 
head of  the  statue  was  an  inscription  purporting, 
'^  Gif  me  smiteth  any  man, 
I  schete*  him  anon  c^an." 

A  certain  Lombard,  taking  offence  at  this  inscription, 
asked  permission  of  the  Romans  to  strike  the  statue,  and  they 
having  encouraged  him  to  try  the  adventure,  the  figure  pu- 
nished their  folly  by  shooting  his  quarrel  into  the  midst  of  the 
fire,  which  firom  that  moment  disappeared.  Thus  was  lost 
one  of  Virgil's  bene&ctions  to  this  city;  but  he  had  enriched 
it  with  other  marvels,  the  destruction  of  which  is  the  imme- 
diate object  of  my  story. 

On  the  eastern  gate  of  the  city  he  placed  a  figure  of  brass, 
having  in  his  hand  a  golden  ball:  on  the  western  gate  stood 
another  man  of  brass  exactly  similar,  except  that  he  was 
empty-handed;  and  in  the  centre  of  Rome,  on  the  top  of  an 
elevated  stage,  was  fixed  a  third  statue,  holding  in  its  hand  an 

>  Base;  wicked.     *  Grace.     '  Evil,  mischief.     *  Think  of,  contrive. 
*  All  the  world;  i.e.  all  your  wishes  shall  be  gratified.  *  Shoot* 
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enobanted  miiror,  which  reflected  an  exact  picture  of  all  IhaX 
was  passing  in  Italy  within  seven  days'  journey  of  the  city. 
Whenever  any  of  the  neighbouring  pot^tates  prepared  to 
attack  the  Bomans,  the  two  first-mcntioned  statues  began  to 
play  at  ball,  the  one  throwing  it  and  the  other  catching  it; 
and  this  excited  the  attention  of  the  citizens,  who,  on  inspect- 
ing the  magical  mirror,  immediately  saw  the  quarter  from 
which  they  were  menaced,  and  were  thus  enabled  to  antidpate 
the  designs  of  their  enemies. 

The  King  of  Apulia,  aware  of  these  obstacles  to  his  project 
of  attacking  the  city,  consulted  all  the  cunning  men  whom  he 
could  find,  and  at  length  found  two  clerks  in  Home  itself  who, 
on  his  promise  of  an  immense  reward,  undertook  to  contiiTe 
the  destruction  of  the  statues.  They  obtained  firom  the  king 
two  forcers  (chests)  filled  with  gold,  which  they  secretly  coo- 
veyed  into  Home,  and  buried  at  night  under  the  two  statoes 
at  the  gates.  On  the  following  day  Siej  repaired  to  the  palace, 
and  addressing  the  emperor,  informed  him  that  there  iras  a 
vast  treasure  concealed  under  ground  within  the  walls,  which 
they  would  undertake  to  discover  upon  his  assurance  that  they 
should  receive  half  the  profits;  but  that  they  must  first  go  to 
sleep,  because  it  was  only  in  a  dream  that  they  expected  to 
leam  the  exact  spot  where  the  gold  was  hidden.  The  emperor 
aooeded  to  the  conditions,  and  on  the  next  day  the  elder  bro- 
ther pointed  out  the  statue  near  the  eastern  ^te,  where,  oa 
digging,  the  forcer  was  found,  and  conveyed  m  great  state  to 
the  imperial  treasury.  The  younger  brother  was  a  no  len 
able  dreamer;  and  the  emperor  having  made  an  excavatioQ 
under  the  statue  at  the  western  gate,  was  rewarded  by  aseooad 
chest  of  gold  still  richer  than  the  first.  Cressus  was  now  foil 
of  confidence  in  his  dreamers,  whom  he  exhorted  toperBevere; 
but  when  they  promised  him  an  exhaustless  mine  of  wealth  by 
digging  under  the  statue  with  the  mirror,  his  avarice  was 
combated  by  his  fears,  and  he  refused  to  permit  the  operatiai 
till  they  assured  him  that  all  Virgil^s  treasures  were  concealed 
there,  and  that  they  could  so  prop  up  the  ground  that  all  might 
be  removed  without  danger  to  the  statue.  But  having  cosor 
pleted  their  excavation,  and  promised  the  emperor  for  the 
morrow  the  completion  of  his  utmost  expectations,  they  stole 
out  in  the  night,  kindled  a  fire  under  the  wooden  supports  of 
their  mine,  and,  having  witnessed  the  success  of  their  amtriT- 
anoe,  made  their  escape  into  Apulia.    The  populace  of  Borne 
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now  rushed  in  crowds  to  the  palace,  seized  the  emperor,  bound 
him  on  a  table,  and  haying  melted  a  quantity  of  gold,  poiired 
it  into  his  mouth,  eyes,  and  ears. 

And  said,  "  Sire,  for  Godde's  love. 

Thou  hast  made  thrall  that  was  above ; 

Now  art  thou  full,  now  make  thee  hait'^ 

Now  wilt  thou  never  more  coveit*!'* 
The  foregoing  tale,  it  is  true,  does  not  possess  much  intrinsic 
merit,  but  it  was  about  an  emperor  who  was  duped  by  cunning 
men ;  its  catastrophe  was  dreaidful,  and  it  frightened  Diocletian 
almost  out  of  its  wits;  so  that  it  required  all  the  talents  of  the 
learned  astrologer  Caton  to  restore  him  to  his  senses,  which  he 
effected  by  telHng  him  the  story  of 

THE   HAGFIE. 

Now  everich  man  that  loveth  his  hale, 
Listen  wel  Catoun*s  tale. 

A  burgess  was  in  Rome  town, 
A  rich  man,  of  great  renoun; 
Marchaunt  he  was,  of  great  aveii-*, 
And  had  a  wife  was  queint^  and  fiiir; 
But  she  was  fickle  imder  her  lok, 
And  had  a  part  of  Eve's  smock : 
And  many  ben  yet  of  her  kin, 
That  ben  all  be-lapped  therin. 

The  burgess  had  a  pie  in  his  hall. 
That  couth  tcllen  tales  all 
Apcrtlich*  in  French  language; 
And  heng  in  a  fiiir  cage. 
And  seeth  lenmians  comen  and  gon, 
And  telleth  her  loverd  soon  anon; 
And,  for  that  the  pic  had  y-said. 
The  wife  was  oft  evil  apaid'. 
And  the  burgess  loved  his  pie. 
For  he  wist  he  couth  nought  lie. 

So  it  befell  upon  a  day. 
The  burgess  from  home  took  his  way^ 
And  went  about  his  marchandise: 
The  wife  watched  anon  her  prise, 

•  Happy;  joyful.  O.  Fr.        ■  Coyet;  desire.        '  Posflessioni. 
*  Neat.  *  Openly,  plainly.  '  Fleaaed. 
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And  Bent  her  Gopoiexe^  for; 
And  when  he  com  to  the  hail  door, 
He  ne  durst  nought  in  hie. 
For  the  "wreying*  of  the  pie. 
The  wife  him  bj  the  honde  hent, 
And  into  chamber  anon  th^  went 

The  pie  began  to  grade'  anon,— • 
**Ta,  now  my  lovefd  is  out  y-gone, 
Tlioii  cmoest  hither  for  no  goDd; 
I  flhaU  thee  wraie,  by  die  roodf* 
The  wife  thought  y-sdient  she  was; 
A  wrenche^  f£b  thou^t  nathdbs*; 
And  cleped  a  maid  to  make  her  bed. 
And  after,  by  her  bother  rede', 
A  ladder  they  set  the  hall  to, 
And  undid  a  tile  or  two; 
Oyer  the  pie  they  gan  handle 
A  cleai^  basin,  and  a  caadie; 
A  pot  full  of  water  dear 
They  idied  upon  the  pie's  sweve*. 
Wi&  bason  beating,  and  oai»&  li^xt, 
Thc^  bobbed  the  pie  by  night, 
And  water  on  him  gan  sdienche*; 
This  was  one  of  woman's  wrendbe. 

Tho  the  day  dawen  gan, 
Away  stale  the  young  man. 
Men  unlock  door  and  window ; 
The  pie  her  shook  with  mochel  how^. 
For  she  was  fain  that  it  was  day: 
The  copener  was  went  his  way;^^ 
The  good  burgess  was  home  y-come; 
Into  the  hall  die  way  he  nome. 
The  pie  said,  "  Bv  God  Almight! 
The  copener  was  nere  to-night. 
And  hadi  y-done  thee  mochel  shame; 
And  made  an  here  of  our  dame! 
And  yet  it  hath  been,  to  nig^t, 
Qxeat  rain,  and  thunder  bright; 

>  Lover.  Sax.         •  Discoverixig,  betraying.        *  Cry.        *  Stnt^geB. 
'  Nerertlieless.  '  By  their  joint  advice. 

i  PeMalMd,  so  as  to  reflect  the  light.  *  HBck 

*  The  saaa  as  akenke,  to  powr  oat.  Saau  ^  Cue. 
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Siihen  ich  wa»  farid  in  my  nest, 
I  ne  Juul  never  00  evil  rest." 

The  wife  bath  the  tale  j-heudy 
And  tfaoaghte  well  to  been  amered;' 
And  saide,  "  Sire,  thou  hast  oatngs 
To  'lieve  a  pie  in  a  cage: 
To  ni^ht  waa  the  wvaSier  dear. 
And  uie  firmament  well  fiur; 
And  she  saith  it  hath  been  thonder; 
She  hath  i-lowe'  many  a  wonder; 
But  ich  be  awreke  of  her  swithe. 
He  shall  I  nerer  ben  woman  blithe!" 

The  good  man  adied  his  neighbours 
Of  that  night,  and  of  the  hours; 
And  they  said,  that  all  that  night 
Was  the  weather  clear  and  bnght. 
The  burgeis  said,  *'  The  pie 
Ne  shold  him  never  more  lie;" 
Na  more  wordes  he  there  spake, 
But,  all  so  swithe,  his  neck  to-lmike. 

And  when  he  saw  his  pie  dead. 
For  sorrow  couth  he  no  rede: 
He  saw  her  bodi  and  her  cage. 
He  thoughte  of  guile  and  outrage. 
He  went  him  out,  the  ladder  he  segth^^ 
And  up  to  the  hall  roof  he  stegth/ 
The  pot  with  the  water  he  found; 
(That  he  brake  with  his  hand;) 
And  many  other  trecherie 
That  was  i-don  to  his  pie. 
He  went  him  down,  withouten  oth. 
In  his  heart  grim  and  wroth; 
And  with  a  good  sta^  fuU  sket. 
His  wife  oute  door  he  bet; 
And  bade  her  go,  that  ilke  day, 
An  alder-twenty-^vil  way!* 

"  Lo,  Sire,"  he  said,  "  for  a  fooVs  rede, 
The  pie,  that  said  sooth,  was  dead; 

'  ^IWnfacd,  proved  innocent ;  mmerum.  Sax.        *  Lied.        *  Snipsefcid. 

«  Seetfa.  *  Mottttteth.  Stz.  etigM. 

•literally,  oa tlie wif  of  all tbe tweatgr devils. 
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Had  he  taken  good  conseil. 
His  pie  had  been  whole  and  hale: 
And  also  Bsireth  thine  emprice. 
Thorough  her  reason,  shrewd  and  nioe,* 
She  goeth  about,  day  and  night. 
Thy  son  to  death  for  to  dight." 
To  this  tale  the  empress  opposed  that  of 

HESOWDES  AXD  MESLHT. 

Herowdes,  emperor  of  Home,  had  in  his  council  seren 
sages,  to  whom,  while  he  followed  his  amusements,  he  intrusted 
the  whole  management  of  the  empire;  and  these  sages  em- 
ployed the  power  thus  confided  to  them  as  a  means  of  grali- 
Mng  their  ayarice.     Though  their  authority  did  not  enable 
uem  to  levy  a  tax  on  his  subjects,  they  derived  firom  the  cre- 
dulity of  the  Romans  a  consiaerable  revenue;  having  enacted, 
that  whoever  should  wish  to  have  an  intrepretation  of  his 
dream  must  bring  them  a  besaimt'  as  a  reward:  and  as  the 
Bomans  were  great  dreamers,  the  contribution  was  neariy 
equal  to  the  whole  imperial  revenue.     But  the  emperor  was 
punished  by  heaven  for  his  culpable  deference  to  his  ministen. 
One  day,  that  he  was  preparing  to  go  out  on  a  hunting-party, 
and  was  passing  under  one  of  the  gates  of  the  city,  he  was 
suddenly  struck  bHnd.    The  wise  men  were  immedin^ly  sum- 
moned, and,  being  interrc^ted  why  the  emperor  could  not 
see,  confessed  that  they  were  imprepared  with  an  answer,  and 
requested  a  fortnight's  delay,  during  which  time  they  meant  to 
consult  their  books,  and  hoped  to  discover  the  cause  and  the 
means  of  remedying  this  unexpected  calamity.     But  their 
books  were  consulted  to  no  purpose ;  the  emperor,  who  whilst 
he  had  his  sight  never  thou^t  fit  to  use  it,  was  very  impatient 
for  its  recovery,  and  the  sages  were  almost  in  denMiir,  when 
an  old  man  advised  them  to  consult  the  celebrated  Merlin,  the 
child  who  was  bom  without  the  intervention  of  a  fiither. 

Two  of  the  wise  masters,  being  deputed  by  the  rest,  bro^it 
this  wonderful  child'  to  Bome,  and  introduced  him  to  He* 
rowdes,  to  whom  he  related  that,  at  some  depth  in  the  earth, 

>  Wicked  and  fooliflh.  ■  A  coin  of  gold,  fonnorly  mod  it 

Byzantiom,  yalued  by  JoinTille  at  (en  sous;  and  conaequendy  worth ntfaer 
more  than  as  many  Uvres  of  the  present  day. 

'  The  mode  in  which  Merlin  was  discovered  is  exactly  copied  fiom  hit 
romance,  and  therefiue  omitted  in  this  abatract. 
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but  directly  under  his  majesty's  bed,  was  a  great  caiddron, 
boiling  witn  seyen  large  bubbles,  and  that  so  long  as  the  said 
cauldron  should  continue  to  boil,  and  the  bubbles  remain  un- 
broken, he  never  would  recoyer  his  sight.  The  emperor,  a 
good  deal  surprised  at  this  intelligence,  employed  his  miners 
to  search  for  the  cauldron,  which  was  readily  found;  and 
which,  without  any  apparent  excitement,  contmued  to  boil, 
and  to  exhibit  exactly  seyen  great  bubbles.  He  then  begged 
to  know  how  this  ebullition  could  be  arrested;  but  Merlin 
replied,  that  this  important  secret  could  only  be  disclosed  to 
his  imperial  ears,  and  that  his  most  confiaential  ministers 
must  leaye  the  room.  This  being  complied  with.  Merlin  pro- 
ceeded to  state  that  the  wickedness  of  the  wise  men,  who 
caused  themselyes  to  be  paid  a  besaunt  for  eyery  dream  which 
they  interpreted  for  his  subjects,  had  proyoked  the  indignation 
of  Heayen,  and  that  his  majesty  had  therefore  been  yisited  by 
this  seyere  misfortime,  for  the  termination  of  which  nothing 
more  would  be  necessary  than  to  strike  ofP  the  heads  of  his 
seyen  ministers.  Herowdes,  rejoiced  to  find  that  his  cure 
could  be  so  cheaply  obtained,  caused  his  first  minister  to  be 
beheaded,  and  had  the  satiB&iction  to  hear  that  the  corre- 
sponding bubble  had  disappeared :  the  other  executions  then 
followed  in  succession  with  a  similar  effect,  and  Herowdes 
became  as  dear-sighted  as  before  his  accident. 

To  remove  the  impression  left  by  this  tale  on  the  miad  of 
Diocletian  was  the  object  of  the  sixth  master,  whose  name  is 
not  mentioned,  but  who  proceeded  to  tell  the  story  of 

THE  WIDOW  WHO  WAS    COMPOBTEB. 

There  was  a  knight  in  this  country,  "a  riche  sherreye'* 
(count),  who  married  a  young  and  beautiful  wife,  the  object 
of  his  tenderest  affection.  Such  was  the  happiness  of  this 
young  couple,  that  the  day  and  night  appeared  too  short  for 
their  endearments,  and  each  moment  of  accidental  separation 
was  considered  by  both  as  a  serious  misfortune.  One  day, 
whilst  thoy  were  examining  together  a  new  knife,  which  had 
been  bestowed  on  the  lady  as  a  bridal  present,  it  slipped  £rom 
"die  hands  of  her  husband  and  slightly  wounded  her.  The 
accident  was  followed  by  no  bad  consequence;  but  the  un- 
happy knight  was  seized  with  such  horror  at  the  sight  of  her 
blood  that  he  suddenly  died. 
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He  did  great  foEe,  oerf6. 
Or  too  tender  was  hk  heart 
Unhiddly  grief  is  not,  in  aH  conrtitatioiiiB,  a  movtai 
ease;  and  the  lovely  cause  of  his  death  found  iMndf 
to  tAuke  ofi^  with  the  same  expedition,  the  burthen  of 
enoe.  Yet  she  tnisted  that  she  should  not  hmg  sorme  him; 
and,  tmwilling  to  tear  herself  from  his  lemains,  ordevsd  a 
small  lodge  to  be  bnilt  in  the  chnrdi-yard  orer  the  intenAed 
place  of  ms  graye,  and  took  possession  of  this  sad  habitalicm 
on  the  day  of  his  interment.    Her  friends  Toinfy^  mterpond^ 

And  saiden,  '*  Dame,  gent  and  free. 

Of  thy  self  hare  pite; 

For  thou  art  fiiir  and  yonng  sans  fcil. 

And  may'st  the  world  mochel  a^ail: 

Some  knight  thou  wed  of  noblay. 

And  haye  with  him  much  to  play; 

Qood  children  beget  and  £ur: 

Gentil  dame  d^lxmaire. 

Let  away  thy  monming. 

And  take  thee  to  some  oomfortiiig!*' 
"  That  win  I  do  for  no  weal; 

Ac  die  I  will  on  his  barialer' 
As  they  perceived  that  the  torrent  of  her  grief  only  #iicBBd 
the  more  by  indiscreet  opposition,  tiiey  now  satisfied  Ikem- 
selves  with  providing,  in  silenoe,  every  accommodation  4iit 
oonld  be  afforded  in  the  hovel  which  she  thon^^  fit  to  oc- 
cupy; and  particularly  took  the  precaution  <^  making  an 
excellent  fire,  to  secure  her  from  the  banefrd  effects  of  tlie 
damp,  and  left  a  sopply  of  fuel  sniBicient  to, last  till  the  next 
morning. 

It  happened  that  on  this  very  day  three  thieves  wko  had 
been  condemned  to  death  were  executed  within  a  sbort  dv- 
tonce  of  the  church-yard. 

The  three  thieves  weren  knights. 

That  were  i-honged  anon-ri^itB; 

For  they  had  the  countr6  anoyed. 

And  with  robbery  destroyed, 

Anhonged  they  were  all  three. 

A  knight  of  the  countre  held  his  fee. 

For  to  loke*  the  three  knightes 

Upon  the  gallows  three  nightes. 
>  Watdi. 
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He  com  to  the  gallows,  atnnedifdey 
Both  in  iron  and  in  steel, 
For  to  make,  the  first  night,  ward. 
The  weather  was  cold  and  froward  ; 
He  was  for-cold,  and  looked  about. 
And  was  ware,  withouten  doubt. 
Of  the  fire  in  ^e  cbnreh-hawe,^ 
And  thither-ward  he  gan  to  draw. 
For  to  haye  some  warming; 
And  found  the  levedi  doel'  making. 
And  bade*  she  should  let  him  in. 
She  said  she  n'old,^  by  Saint  Jdbain. 


^  A!  ^es,"  he  said,  '*  leve*  dame, 
I  n'lll  diee  do  harm  : 


ine  shame.' 
He  swore  as  he  was  gentil  knight; 
She  let  him  in  anooright. 
He  sat  and  warmed  hun  by  the  £er; 
He  beheld  the  lady's  cheer. 
And  segh  swidi  semblant  she  made; 
And  said,  ^  Dame,  thou  art  agade,* 
That  thou  moanest  for  the  deud. 
That  may  thee  do  nother  good  ne  qued!' 
Comfort  thyself,  pluck  up  thine  heart; 
Such  momming  then  will  thee  smart. 
Of  this  mourning  thou  hast  unri^t; 
Thou  shouldest  love  some  gentil  knight 
That  to  thee  might  do  some  solas;" 

And  she  said,  ^'AHas!  aUas!" 

At  this  time  the  kni^t  began  to  reflect  that,  during  his 
absence,  the  dead  bodies  committed  to  his  charge  might  pos- 
sibly be  purloined;  he  therefore  momited  his  horse  and  rode 
to  the  gdlows.  But  he  omyed  too  late,  for  one  of  them  was 
already  carried  off.  It  was  Tain  to  lament  his  own  effemi- 
nacy, which  had  induced  him  to  desert  his  post  in  search  of  a 
good  fire,  or  to  imprecate  curses  on  the  desperate  hardihood 
of  those  who  had  profited  by  his  negligence.  The  mischief 
was  done;  and  hu  own  invention  suggested  no  means  of 
repairing  it.  But  he  had  some  confidence  in  the  resources 
of  fonale  cunning;  and  having  returned  to  the  lodge,  and 
communicated  his  distress  to  the  beautiful  mourner,  was 

1  The  drarah-yaid.  *  Somnr.  *  Prayed. 

4Newoidd;  wooldnot  •Deur.  •Distracted.         'Sffl. 
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completely  encouraged  by  the  unexpected  confidence  o£  ba 
reply. 

She  said,  "  Sir,  ich  will  help  thee. 

So  that  thou  wilt  spouse  me." 
'*  Yes,  dame,"  he  said,  '*  preciouse! 

Gif  thou  me  help,  I  will  thee  spouse." 

She  let  her  sorrow  away  gon. 

And  said,  "  Help,  leman,  anon; 

Help  delve  up  my  lord  that  was. 

He  shall  us  helpen  in  this  cas; 

And  hong  we  him  in  his  entaile !"  ^ 

Her  rede  was  done  sans  &ille: 

It  ne  may  nought  ben  for-hole," 

They  baie  him  forth  for  him  was  stole. 
Inen  said  the  knight  to  the  levedi, 
**  Who  may  this  knight  hongir* 

I  thee  say,  by  heaven  king, 

I  n'old  him  honge  for  no  thing; 

For  gif  ich  had  i-honeed  a  knight, 

I  shold  be  coward  y-cleped  with  right.** 
"  Sir,"  she  said,  "  Ich  will,  full  few,* 

High  him  hongen  and  up-drawe!" 

The  levedi  did,  in  wode  gear,^ 

A  rope  about  her  lordis  swere. 

And  drew  him  up,  and  hung  him  fest: 

The  knight  of  her  deeds  was  aghast. 

And  said,  *^  Bame,  by  God  mound,* 

The  stolen  knight  had  a  wound 

In  his  heved,  that  was  be-knoe' 

Whereby  him  knew  high  and  low; 

And  but  thy  loverd  swich  one  have, 

I  thee  say,  so  God  me  save. 

Soon,  within  a  little  while. 

Worth*  i-parceived  our  guile." 
"  Sir,"  she  said,  "  take  thy  swerd, 

And  in  the  heved  smite  my  loverd; 

Then  shall  it  ben  none  understonding. 

But  it  was  he  that  there  ere  hing."  • 
*'  Nay,  dame,  for  moche  ne  for  lite,  '* 

The  dead  knight  would  I  nought  smite!" 

'  Place;  stead.         '  ConoealecL         «  Hang.        *  Glad.        »  In  furioa 
manner.    *  God's  world.    7  Known.    •WBlbe.    *Hang.    >*  little. 
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"  No,  Sire?"  she  said,  "  thy  swerd  me  reach. 
And  ich  him  shall,  with  my  hond,  teach 
How  Qodis  grame  *  came  to  town, 
Right  amidelward'  his  crown/' 
The  lady  took  and  smote  with  main 
All  amidelward  the  brain: 
Then  the  knight  well  imderstood 
That  false  and  fickle  was  her  blood; 
And  said,  "  Yet  mdike  he  beth; 
Broken  were  his  fore  teeth." 
"  Sir,"  she  said,  "  smite  hem  out." 
"  Nay,  dame,"  he  said,  ''withouten  doubt." 
*'  Then  will  ich,"  she  said;  and  took  a  stone. 
And  smote  hem  out  everich  one. 

When  this  deed  was  i-do, 
The  levedi  said  the  knight  to, 
"  Sire,  now  ich  have  won  thy  love!" 
"  Nay,  dame,"  he  said,  '*  by  God  above, . 
For  gold  ne  silver,  lond  ne  house. 
Thy  false  bodi  ne  would  I  spouse ; 
For  all  so  wouldest  thou  serve  me. 
As  thou  hast  done  thy  loverd  so  free : 
Thou  hast  i-taught  me  a  new  ran,* 
That  I  shall  never  lieve  woman; 
For,  tho  they  make  semblant  Bedrest, 
They  will  beguile  you  alderformest!"^ 
To  this  tale  tiie  empress  opposed  a  story  no  less  dull  than 
absurd.    Rome,  it  seems,  was  once  besi^ed  by  seven  Saracen 
kings,  and  the  emperor  was  advised  to  confide  its  defence  to 
seven  wise  men;  one  of  whom,  by  name  Genus  (Janus),  de- 
vised a  stratagem  for  the  purpose  of  frightening  away  the 
enemy.     He  caused  to  be  made  a  black  garment,  covered 
with  black  squirrel-tails,  and  a  vizor  with  two  hcea,  the  most 
frightful  that  could  be  imagined,*  above  which  he  adjusted  a 
mirror,  intended  to  reflect  the  sun*s  rays.     In  this  £uiciful 
dress  he  mounted  to  the  top  of  one  of  the  towers;  gesticulated 
with  great  violence,  screamed  as  loudly  as  he  could;  and, 
dazzling  the  eyes  of  the  enemy  with  lus  mirror,  impressed 
upon  them  the  opinion  that  he  was  either  an  angel  of  light, 

*  Anger.  *  In  the  midst.  *  Saying.  <  First  of  all,  A.  S. 

*  Here  ends  the  Auchinleck  MS. ;  the  remainder  is  from  the  Cotton 
MS.,  where  it  occupies  about  1,250  lines* 
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or  a  devil  of  rerj  Yd^  rank;  so  thot^  hafh  ehmcten  being 
considered  as  equally  iimnciUe,  the  Banoens  i  ■liimil  the  siege, 
ran  o£P,  and  diurii^  their  flight  irere  slaugktered  in  great 
numbers  by  the  Cbristiaaw.  The  Roman  oitianis  rewiu!ded 
the  ingenuity  of  Genus  by  ptaciDg  him  on  the  imperial  throne, 
after  deposing  their  former  emperor.  Hie  empress,  as  usual, 
threatens  Diocletian  with  sinuku'  degndtitkm;  the  foolish 
monarch  again  oiden  the  prince's  ezeeittiofn,  and  again  recalls 
his  order  at  the  intercession  of  the  seventh  wise  master, 
named  Mascentius,  who  prophesies  that,  en  the  following  day, 
florentin  will  recover  bu  speech,  and  Mly  exculpate  himself; 
and  in  the  mean  time  entertaina  his  majesty  with  the  tale  of 

THS  rWO  BBKAXS. 

There  was  formerly  a  knight  in  Himgary  distinguished  bj 
his  prowess,  but  still  more  distinguished  by  his  talents  and 
ingenuity,  in  which  he  equalled  amdi  even  surpassed  the  most 
learned  clerks  of  his  time.  One  n%ht  he  beheld  in  a  dream 
a  lady  of  astonishing  beauty,  of  whom  he  became  suddenly 
enamoured;  and  when  he  waked  in  the  momiii^  he  found  it 
impossible  to  erase  the  impression  made  by  tile  charms  of  this 
yisionary  mistress.  Her  he^fat,  her  air,  her  complexion,  the 
colour  of  her  hair,  and  even  ike  form  and  proportion  of  all  her 
features  were  so  exactly  painted  on  his  memory,  that  he  felt 
sure  of  recc^^usizi^  her  as  easily  as  an  old  acquaintance ;  and, 
having  nothmg  better  to  do,  departed  without  loss  of  time  on 
this  sii^ular  quest,  in  which  he  flattered  himself  vrith  the 
hopes  of  success,  although  he  had  no  ckie  to  direct  him,  and 
was  no  less  ignorant  of  tiie  country  which  contained  his  hdj 
than  of  her  name  and  condition.  At  the  same  point  of  time 
the  lady  had  a  similar  dream,  and  became  no  less  viokoyy 
enamotured  of  the  knight ;  but,  not  being  eqmiBy  at  liberty  ts 
wander  about  the  world,  could  only  depSore  the  miflfortuae  of 
being  tormented  by  de^es  which  she  cooM  not  reaao—b^ 
hope  to  gratify. 

During  three  long  months  the  traveller  proceeded  in  hv 
search  without  any  consolation  but  the  consciousness  thstt  his 
adventure  was  strictly  conformable  to  the  practice  of  duvAy; 
but  having  at  length  reached  the  sea^de,  he  peroeiv«d  a 
spacious  castle,  which  seemed  to  be  the  residence  oi  aome 
opulent  and  powerful  boron.  Its  walls  on  one  side  were 
wBshed  by  the  sea,  which  there  fonned  a  oommodious  hiivcB 
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filled  with  riupping,  and  the  onlj  gate  on  tb6  land-aide  imb 
^uaidad  by  a  strong  and  laity  tower. 

Tbia  tower  eontuned  the  long-aoaglit  object  of  the  knig^f  a 
aftctioa.  She  waa  wife  to  the  caateUaa,  who  ardently  lov«i 
iiary  and  whoae  jealonay  waa  equal  to  hia  love.  He  kept  her 
from  all  interoourse  with  mankind  in  a  rich  and  i^Musioiia 
apartment,  the  windows  of  which  were  aeeued  by  strong  ban 
of  ateel,  and  at  one  of  these  windows  waa  the  lady  enjoying 
Ae  pros^iect  when  omr  knight  made  hie  a|ypeanmee.  The  can 
Iwr  hnaband  waa  Bitting  immediately  bekrw  her  in  a  small 
eoort  or  garden,  and  waa  fortmiately  mneh  occupied  by  a 
game  at  dieas,  at  which  he  waa  engaged  with  one  of  his 


^le  knight,  attracted  by  the  apjiHiiHuw  of  a  female  figure, 
vade  towards  the  window;  and  on  a  near  approach  had  the 
pleasure  to  reeogniae  the  well-known  features  of  the  lady  of 
the  dream. 

He  looked  up  into  the  tower, 

And  merrily  Hmg  he  of  amour; 

And  when  Ae  heard  him  so  bq^, 

Unnethes  might  that  lady  blyn, 

That  she  ne  had  called  hm  her  unto; 

But,  for  her  lord,  she  durst  noght  so. 
Tlie  features  of  her  lover  were  eonoealed  by  his  helmet,  but 
hoa  general  air  and  appearance  were  suffident  to  make  him 
known;  and  though  ehe  had  no  means  of  explaining  to  him 
lier  aitoatton,  she  had  the  satisfiiction  of  seeing  that  his  saga- 
city had  instantly  discovered  the  cause  of  her  embarrassment 
Instantly  ceasing  to  address  her,  he  advanced  towards  the 
carl,  diconounted  from  his  horse,  mid  kneeling  before  him  said, 
"^Sir  earl,  I  am  a  knight  of  a  finr  conntiy ;  I  am  driyen  from 
my  poaseesions  in  consequence  of  having  killed  in  a  duel  a 
kai^it  whose  fiunily  was  more  powerful  than  my  own;  I 
know,  from  the  appearance  of  your  territory  whidi  I  have 
tiaveraed,  that  you  also  are  hardly  beaet  l^  your  enemies, 
and  I  eome  to  oflbr  ^ou  a  sword  which  peihi^s  may  prove 
Ibftonate  in  your  service."  The  earl  wilfin^ly  accepted  his 
proposals,  and  in  a  few  days  had  the  satisfisusUon  of  seeing  his 
enemies  completely  defeated  by  the  enterprising  adventurer, 
whose  prowess  in  the  field  appeared  to  be  irresistible,  and 
who  diacoTcred,  as  if  by  intuition,  all  the  projeete  of  his  oppo* 
nents,  while  his  own  were  perfecUy  impenetrable.    In  a  short 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


444  EASLY   ENGLISH  HETBICAX   BOMA27CE8. 

time' the  whole  country  was  cleared  of  inTaders,  and  the 
castle,  so  lately  filled  with  alarm  and  confusion  by  the  crowds 
who  had  retired  to  it  as  a  place  of  refuge,  exhibited  the  tran- 
quil formality  of  a  peaceful  court.  AU  were  delighted  with 
the  victorious  stranger;  and  the  eaiL  who  could  now  himt  his 
dogs  and  fly  his  Mcons  without  being  frightened,  set  no 
bounds  to  his  gratitude. 

As  the  tower  which  contained  his  wife  was  accessible  only 
by  a  single  door,  the  key  of  which  never  quitted  his  pocket, 
and  as  he  was  perfectly  ignorant  of  the  passion  which,  through 
the  agency  of  a  vision,  had  united  the  souls  of  the  two  loven 
while  their  bodies  were  separated  by  an  interval  of  a  far 
hundreds  of  leagues,  the  good  man  did  not  think  it  necessaiy 
to  watch  over  or  to  interfere  with  the  amusements  of  ik 
deliverer,  who  generally  passed  his  evenings  in  a  solitary  ride, 
and  always  contrived  in  returning  to  pass  as  near  as  possiUe 
to  the  window  of  his  mistress. 

A  letter  soon  she  cast  him  till. 
Whereby  he  might  wite  all  her  will- 
The  knight  took  up  the  parchemyne,' 
And  red  the  Frendi  full  &ir  and  fine. 
And,  als  soon  as  he  red  it  had. 
Was  he  never  in  heart  so  glad. 
Nothing  now  remained  but  to  obtain  an  interview  with  tiie 
lady,  which  however  was  a  matter  of  no  small  difficulty. 
Fortunately  the  knight  was  not  apt  to  be  stopped  by  difficm- 
ties;  and  as  these  had  been  long  since  foreseen,  he  had 
already  matured  the  project  by  which  he  hoped  to  overcome 
them« 

He  began  by  requesting  the  earl  to  bestow  on  him  a  piece 
of  the  waste  ground  beyond  the  tower,  for  the  purpose  of 
building  a  habitation;  and  as  this  request  proved  his  inten- 
tion of  prolonging  his  stay,  besides  which  it  was  thought  that 
such  an  outwork  to  the  castle,  constructed  under  his  direction, 
could  not  but  add  considerably  to  the  strength  of  the  place,  it 
was  joyfully  granted.  The  building  advanced  '^th  rapiditp; 
its  turrets  rose  into  the  air;  and  subterraneous  gaUenes,  ap* 

^  Letters  were  nsaally  written  on  parchment,  and  either  festened  with  a 
pin  or  sewed.  Ladies  were  generally  able  to  write,  though  few  knights 
could  read;  but  parchment  was  so  scarce  that  to  procure  a  piece  fers 
love-letter  was  often  very  difficult.  The  word  French  (in  the  next  line) 
is  used  for  language  in  generaL 
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porently  intended  for  the  secure  reception  of  magazines  and 
for  the  confinement  of  prisoners,  extended  in  every  direction 
to  a  considerable  distance.  One  of  these  advanced  under  the 
tower;  and  when  the  work  was  in  this  state,  the  knight  sent 
£>r  an  architect  of  eminence  from  a  neighbouring  city,  to 
whom  he  imparted  his  secret,  and  who,  under  his  own  eye, 
made  a  communication  with  the  floor  of  that  building,  so  art- 
fully concealed  that  no  eye  could  discover  it.  The  success  of 
his  project  was  now  secure ;  but  the  foreign  artist  was  in  pos- 
session of  the  secret,  and  his  fidelity  might  possibly  be  cor- 
mpted. 

The  knight  quit'  well  the  service 

Of  the  mason  for  his  quayntise;' 

He  slew  him  soon,  that  iike  day, 

For  fear  that  he  should  ought  say. 

After  this  murder,  which,  because  the  sujQTerer  was  an  inferior, 

is  related  without  any  marks  of  reprobation,  he  gaily  repaired 

to  the  interview  with  his  mistress,  in  whose  embraces  he 

received  the  reward  of  his  past,  and  formed  the  project  of  new, 

acts  of  treachery. 

At  parting,  the  lady  put  on  his  finger  a  gold  ring,  with 
which  he  hastened  home,  and  soon  after  repaired  to  the  great 
hall,  where  he  joined  his  sovereign  and  the  court  at  table. 
The  earl,  who  always  delighted  in  his  conyersation,  was  on 
this  occasion  more  pleased  than  ever  with  the  unusual  gaiety 
of  his  favourite,  till  he  discovered  on  the  knight*s  finger  the 
ring  with  which  he  had  some  reason  to  be  well  acquainted. 
He  had  presented  it  to  his  wife  as  a  memorial  of  his  i^ection; 
it  v^as  the  work  of  an  eminent  artist,  and  had  been  formed 
under  his  own  particular  directions.  He  thought  it  impossible 
that  two  such  rings  should  exist  in  the  world;  he  mused  in 
silence,  and,  finding  himself  unable  to  explain  a  mystery  of 
such  consequence  to  his  peace  of  mind,  rose  abruptly  firom 
table  and  proceeded  towards  his  wife^s  apartment  m  the 
tower.  But  the  crafty  knight,  who  had  carefiilly  noted  the 
progress  of  the  suspicions  which  he  had  intentionally  excited, 
Lastened  to  the  lady  by  his  "privy  way,"  restored  the  ring, 
and  again  disappeared  after  a  moment's  conference.  The  earl 
entered  soon  after,  accosted  his  wife  with  great  affection, 
examined  her  fingers  one  after  another,  and  after  some  hesi- 
tation requested  her  to  show  him  the  ring  which  he  had  given 
*  Acquitted.  >  Cunniiig. 
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luraaaiinniorialofbistendenifiM.  Tbe  ]aify  t(^  him  tint 
it-wasiFexy  safe;  ndliad  kim  on  hb  endtow  oMpii?ioPB;  cobu 
plaiBed  of  fayer  long  aad  strict  unpnsoimfeBt^  and  for  a  tiine 
trifled  witili  his  JTrtpariwice  b j  the  most  exteavvgant  prafi»- 
sions  of  fbndnesB:  fast  finding  that  her  Rmowmfies  prodaoed 
ao  etSd&t,  aad  bcaag  unwiiling  to  excite  his  jealoosy  too  &r, 
riie  at  lengdi  drew  ont  her  jmne,  and  wztJi  a  oaz«kss  air  pot 
the  trinket  into  his  hands.  The  evideBce  was  too  stvong  ftc 
hb  doubts.  Tha  similaritgr  of  the  two  rings  waa  indeed  ssto* 
Bishing;  fantthat  whiish  he  held  in  his  hands  was  oertsinly so 
illusion,  whereas  it  was  possible  that  his  eyes  might  hsfs 
deceived  him  lespeetiBg  that  which  he  had  beheld  on  the 
knight's  finger.  He  was  now  fiiHy  satisfied »  oolicited  the  £br- 
giveness  of  his  w^,  who  was  maeh  amused  by  his  penitence, 
and  staid  with  her  till  iht  dawn  of  day  summotied  him  to  his 
moraing  deirotioaa* 

After  hearing  rnaan,  he  sent  fisr  the  kn^t»  and  propoied  to 
him  a  hwntifig  party  in  tbe  neighbouring  fi>nast;  but  tha 
fiwoiirite  exoiued  himseit  ^*  I  have  just  leoetved,"  said  hs, 
**  from  my  own  country  the  most  i^reeable  tidingfti  My  peaos 
is  made  with  the  £umly  of  the  knt^t  whom  I  slew  in  so^ 
oombat,  and  mj  mistress,  whom  I  have  kmg  and  passiomririy 
loved,  has  kmmy  eondesoeaded  to  be  the  bearer  of  the  good 
news.  If  my  knd  would  be  pleased  to  dine  with  me  at  bii 
retam  from  the  field,  my  happiness  and  hers  would  be  conu 
plete."  The  earl,  after  promising  to  attend  him,  departed  for 
the  diase,  and  ibe  krng^t  prepared  to  accomplish  the  ze- 
mainder  of  his  project. 

Having  first  oonTeyed  his  mistress  from  her  tower  to  his 
own  apartment,  he  fiilly  instmcted  her  in  the  part  idiich  he 
desired  her  to  act,  and  tiien,  taking  o£P  her  usual  dress,  assisted 
her  in  putting  on  a  rich  Hungarian  habit,  with  a  hf^-droBB 
ao  chtt^ed  wkh  ornaments  as  to  alter  very  considerably  her 
whole  appearance.  Thus  accoutred  she  expected  the  e&zi*ft 
arrival^  received  him  most  courteously,  placed  him  by  her  nds 
at  table,  and  directed  her  whole  discourse  to  him.  She  had 
so  effectually  disguised  her  voice,  and  the  topics  on  which  die 
spoke  were  so  artfully  chosen,  that  for  a  time  he  felt  no  sos- 
pieion :  but  on  surveying  hex  features  in  suooesskm,  and  oa 
meeting  her  e^es,  wluch  she  never  turned  from  him,  he  oonld 
not  he$  thinking  that  this  Hungarian  stranger  bore  a  sisgn- 
lar  resemblance  to  his  own  wife ;  and  though  much  ashamed 
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of  ha*  wnOTiriitfwn,  he  could  not  view  without  emotion  the  ten^ 
demew  which  ^e  manifested  for  anothear.  He  reecdleeted 
the  adventore  of  the  ring ;  he  oonsidered  Uw  strength  of  the 
to«sc»  the  key  of  whi43h  was  safe  in  bis  pocket,  and  his  leason 
was  aatiBfied ;  but  hie  heart  was  stiU  tmeaey.  He  inquired 
mio  the  name  and  character  of  the  beantiM  stosnger,  and 
hcaid.  from  the  kni|^t  a  story  so  piausihle  as  ahnost  to  over- 

1  an  his  uneasmeas ;  but  he  was  paitienlarly  rgoioed  to 

,  both  from  the  knight  and  from  the  lady ,  that  it  waft 
intenti<m  to  return  almost  immediately  to  Hungary. 
The  dinner  at  length  was  finished,  and  the  earl  medianioally 
lepnimd  to  his  ^e*s  apartment  far  the  purpose  of  cahning 
his  jf^tated  qnrits. 

la  the  mean  time,  a  few  minutes  being  snfficifiBt  to  rid  the 
lady  of  her  Hungarian  ornaments,  and  to  iavest  her  in  her 
usual  dress,  she  was  replaced  by  her  loTer  in  the  tower,  and 
had  fiiR  time  to  compose  herself  belbre  the  aniral  of  her  has- 
haad.  Xerer  in  his  life  had  he  beheld  her  with  so  nmdi 
pleaaore  as  cm  the  present  occasion.  He  gazed  at  her  with 
an  attention  which  she  well  knew  how  to  interpret,  though 
she  kindly  sgip&ued  loo  impute  it  to  his  afTection,  and  after  a 
loDg  scrutiny  couTinced  himself  that  her  resemblance  to  the 
Hnngarian  beauty  wae  most  per&et ;  but  that  their  fioatures^ 
though  apparently  cast  in  the  same  mould,  were  animated  by 
a  very  different  expression,  and  that  the  humble  and  submis* 
me  air  of  his  gentle  countess  was  far  more  pleasing  than  the 
assured  and  confident  demeanour  of  his  friend's  mistress.  By 
deg^rees  every  traoe  of  his  former  doubts  and  jealousy  was 
oompletely  obliterated;  he  gave  way  to  his  fondness,  whidi 
was  returned  with  much  seeming  sincerity ;  and,  after  passing 
the  night  in  the  tower,  rose  in  the  morning  fiiU  of  cond&denee 
in  the  fidelity  of  a  wi&  whom  he  was  on  the  point  of  losing 
forever. 

No  sooner  had  he  quitted  her  to  go  to  morning  prayers 
than  the  knight  again  conducted  her  to  his  own  house,  and 
again  dressed  her  in  the  habit  of  the  preceding  day.  A  ship 
had  been  long  ready  for  him  in  the  harbour,  and  had  received 
on  board,  during  the  night,  the  whole  of  his  effects.    The 

a  therefore  being  properly  diBguised,  he  hastened  to  churdi, 
when  mass  was  over,  accosting  the  eaii,  requested  that 
he  would  kindly  assist  at  the  ceremony  of  his  marriage  to  his 
,  to  whom  he  widied  to  be  solenmly  united  bdbre  his 
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departure,  which,  the  wind  being  now  &ir,  he  was  imwiDiDg 
to  delay.  The  earl  readily  consented,  and  dispatched  two 
officers  to  the  knight's  house  to  conduct  the  lady  to  church, 
whilst  he  conversed  with  his  Mend  on  the  state  of  the  country, 
and  on  the  measures  which  would  be  requisite  to  insure  its 
future  prosperity.  The  marriage  ceremony  was  performed 
with  due  solemnity,  the  earl  acting  as  sponsor ;  after  which 
they  marched  in  procession  to  the  sea-side,  where  the  unsus- 
pecting husband,  taking  his  wife  by  the  hand,  assisted  her  in 
climbing  the  side  of  the  vessel,  and,  when  on  board,  pubHdj 
presented  her  to  the  knight  as  his  bride,  and  recommended 
her  to  his  love  and  protection.  He  then  took  his  leave  and 
returned  to  the  city ;  the  anchor  was  weighed,  the  sails  filled, 
and  a  brisk  and  favourable  gale  speedily  carried  the  lovers  to 
their  place  of  destination,  leaving  the  husband  to  lament  at 
leisure  their  treachery  and  his  disappointment. 

Maxentius  ended  this  tale,  as  he  had  begun  it,  with  the 
assurance  that  florentin  would  on  the  following  day  reoorer 
his  speech ;  the  intelligence  was  instantly  conveyed  through- 
out the  whole  city;  and  Diocletian,  who  loved  a  propheej 
almost  as  much  as  a  story,  participated  in  a  still  higher  d^ree 
than  any  of  his  subjects  in  the  general  curiosity.  The  em- 
press, had  she  been  provided  witb  any  number  of  additional 
tales,  would  have  found  it  no  longer  practicable  to  excite  his 
attention.  He  rose  at  the  dawn  of  day,  and,  after  hearing 
mass,  proceeded  to  the  council-chamber  attended  by  his  peers, 
by  the  Seven  Wise  Masters,  and  by  a  crowd  of  burgesses. 
Shortly  after,  his  son  was  brought  up,  decently  dressed,  hot 
pale,  weak,  and  emaciated ;  and,  after  saluting  his  father  witii 
due  respect,  addressed  him  to  this  effect :  "  Your  ^-ife,  sir,  is 
a  very  wicked  woman,  and  moreover  a  sorceress.  She  cast  a 
spell,  on  my  arrival  at  your  court,  in  virtue  of  which,  had  I 
opened  my  lips  before  the  expiration  of  seven  days,  I  shonld 
have  instantly  died,  and  my  excellent  preceptors  would  have 
been  sacrificed  to  her  malice.  All  this  I  fortunately  finmd 
recorded  in  the  moon  and  stars.  Had  I  not  taken  the  pre- 
cautions which  have  now  saved  my  life,  you  would  have 
treated  me  as  a  fisither  in  this  neighbourhood  once  treated  his 
son  who  was  predestined  ta  surpass  him  in  wealth  and  power." 
"Dear  son!"  replied  the  emperor,  "thy  words  delight  me; 
Each  of  thy  preceptors  has  told  me  a  story  in  thy  behalf^  and 
I  now  fiind  that  thou  also  art  provided  with  one  of  these  agree- 
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able  narratiyes,  which  I  shall  doubtless  admire  beyond  the 
best  of  theirs.  I  therefore  charge  thee,  as  thou  valuest  my 
blessing,  to  relate  it."  The  prince  bowed,  and  immediately 
began  the  story  of 

THE  SAYENS. 

At  a  sea-port  to  the  westward  of  this  city  lived,  some  time 
once,  a  merchant  who  by  numerous  voyages  had  acquired  a 
princely  fortime,  and  who,  preserving  a  taste  for  his  early  pro- 
fession, frequently  amused  himself  during  the  siunmer  by 
sailing  from  island  to  island.  He  had  an  only  son,  to  whom 
he  had  given  an  excellent  education ;  and  the  young  man, 
though  only  fifteen  years  old,  had  so  far  penetrated  into  the 
most  difficult  secrets  of  nature  as  to  have  acqidred  the  lan- 
guages of  birds.  One  day,  while  the  father  and  son  were 
sailmg  in  a  new  and  &vourite  vessel,  a  pair  of  ravens  con- 
tinued for  some  time  to  flutter  over  their  heads,  occasionally 
settling  on  the  masts  or  in  the  shrouds,  and  croaking  so  inces-> 
santly  that  the  old  merchant  was  much  disturbed  and  almost 
deafened  by  their  noise.  *'  I  wish,"  cried  he,  "  since  I  cannot 
silence  those  vHe  birds,  that  I  could  at  least  discover  the  sub- 
ject of  their  discourse!"  "That,"  replied  the  son,  "is  ad- 
dressed to  me ;  they  have  been  telling  my  fortune,  and  they 
assure  me  that  I  shall  one  day  be  much  richer  and  more  power- 
ful than  thou  art,  and  that  a  time  will  come  when  thou  shalt 
be  happy  to  support  the  sleeve  of  my  cloak  whilst  I  am  wash- 
ing ;  and  that  my  mother  will  be  proud  of  holding  the  towel 
to  wipe  my  hands."  "  Indeed ! "  exclaimed  the  Either.  "Art 
tfaou  so  discontented  and  ambitious?  But  I  will  soon  tiy 
whether  the  croakers  are  not  mistaken  in  their  prophecy ! " 
With  these  words  he  suddenly  caught  the  youth  round  the 
waist,  and  threw  him  headlong  into  the  sea ;  after  which  he 
4  altered  his  course,  and,  still  boiling  with  indignation,  sailed 
back  to  port. 

The  youth  was  fortunately  an  expert  swimmer,  and,  seeing 
an  island  at  some  distance,  exerted  himself  so  effectually  that 
by  the  blessing  of  Providence  he  at  length  reached  the  shore. 
But  the  island  was  uninhabited,  and,  during  four  days  which 
he  passed  on  it,  he  was  unable  t9  procure  a  morsel  of  food ; 
jet  ne  had  the  consolation  of  receiving  assurances,  £rom  dif- 
ferent sorts  of  birds  who  frequented  the  island,  that  his  trial 
would  be  short,  and  that  Providence  would  ultimately  reward 
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him  for  his  sniferingB.  On  iiie  fifth  day  he  diaoovcrad  a  Ui- 
ennan  in  his  boat,  end  had  the  good  fortune  to  attnet  In 
attention.  He  now  partook  of  the  poor  man's  proTisiosia ;  bat 
his  entertainer,  having  no  means  of  supporting  him  in  fatee, 
had  no  sooner  conveyed  him  to  land  than  he  sold  him  to  a 
certain  lord  who  was  st^rard  to  llie  king  of  the  countiy. 

This  monardi,  with  whose  name  and  dominions  we  arc 
unacquainted,  was  at  that  time  tormented  by  a  vezy  i 
mififortane.  Three  Tairens  thoogfat  fit  to  bocome  his  < 
companions.  Whilst  he  was  in  the  field  ponuing  his 
ments,  they  fluttered  over  his  head,  and  croaked  so  loudfy  aai 
inoesaantly  liiat  the  poor  king  was  abnost  stunned  by  tiicir 
shrieks.  If  he  retired  to  bis  paiaoe,  they  established  ikem- 
selves  near  his  window,  and  eontinued  to  distraet  bim.  It 
was  in  vain  that  he  changed  his  lo^^ingftom  joom  to  roooi^er 
from  palace  to  palace ;  his  qmok-sighted  and  winged  adscr- 
saries  were  always  at  hand.  Their  Inags  weie  indefiU%sUe, 
and  their  bodies  appeared  to  be  invnlneraUe. 

The  king  in  no  place  might  have  peace, 
For  of  their  noise  would  they  nought  cease, 
Nowther  for  bow  ne  for  sling; 
No  man  might  them  away  brmg. 

yast  rewards  had  been  offered  for  Aeir  destmction;  tlie  ka^ 
was  even  willing  to  bestow  the  hand  of  his  only  daiq^iter, 
witji  half  of  his  kingdom  as  a  dower,  on  the  penon  who  coaU 
release  him  from  his  in^portunate  and  damoroos  companHna 
At  leugth  he  detenmned  to  convoke  a  solemn  poriiaineai  tt 
aU  his  nobles  and  wise  men.  If  he  could  obtain  no  lelief  Ami 
his  torment,  it  would  be  some  alleviation  io  talk  about  it 

During  this  time  the  merchant's  son  was  become  tfae  h* 
vourite  sktve  of  the  king's  steward,  and,  having  heaid  Ikt 
reasons  for  summoning  the  convention,  obtoined  permiasion  %> 
accompany  his  master  for  the  purpose  of  beholdii^  the  nntan 
nity.  The  monvch  made  «  loi^  and  doquont  speeck,  de- 
acribed  very  pathetically  &e  discomfisrt  of  heanng  at  cvwy 
moment  of  the  day  three  hoarse  voices  which  were  pedboifar 
unintelligible,  and  oondlnded  by  offering  the  hand  of  Iw 
daughter  and  a  participation  of  the  sovereignty -to  bim  wko 
eould  relieve  him  fi:om  his  distress.  But  his  counsdhm  wan 
*8ikaut  The  archives  nf  that  ooontiy  ^id  not  affixd  a  «b|^ 
cose  m  point,  and  it sq[qisaxed  that x»3aTeBS,«iDoe  tbaairta- 
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Uiahment  of  the  monarchy,  had  hitherto  attempted  to  molest 
the  tranquillity  of  the  throne. 

Ibe  youth  now  aMured  his  master,  in  a  whisper,  that  he 
was  ahle  to  unravel  this  mystery,  and  was  ready  to  do  so  on 
leeeiving  from  the  king  a  solemn  assuranee  that  the  reward 
should  not  he  withheld;  and  the  steward  having  announced 
this  pn^iosal,  the  king  bound  himself  by  oath,  before  the' 
assembly,  to  perform  the  conditions.  ^  Sir,"  said  the  youth, 
**  tlie  two  ravens  who  sit  together  and  appear  to  be  engaged 
kk  oonstant  dispute,  are  two  males;  and  the  subject  of  their 
altercation  is  tnat  old  female,  who  sits  apart  and  is  generally 
sQent,  though  she  sometimes  takes  her  share  with  considerable 
aosrunony.  The  elder  of  the  two  disputants  was  originally  her 
mate;  but  during  a  year  when  com  was  extremely  scarce,  he 
eonaideied  her  maintenance  as  too  troublesome,  and  aban- 
doned  her.  Bhe  would  probably  have  perished,  but  for  the 
attentions  of  the  younger  raven,  who  fed  her  during  the  time 
of  femine,  and  has  continued  to  prove  to  her  his  ten&r  attach- 
ment. The  old  raven  has  since  become  once  more  enamoured 
of  her  channs,  such  as  they  are,  and  insists  upon  renewing 
his  former  engagement;  but  neither  his  old  mistress  nor  hu 
young  rival  will  consent  to  his  daim.  Hence  their  incessant 
elambour.  They  have,  however,  agreed  that  the  matter  shall  be 
decided  by  your  majesty,  whose  wisdom  and  eqidty  are  well 
known  to  them,  and  who,  they  are  confident,  will  bestow  on 
this  very  intricate  dispute  all  the  attention  which  it  merits. 
When  you  shall  have  pronounced  sentence,  they  will  imme- 
diately quit  your  court  and  retire  into  the  forest." 

The  lung,  rejoiced  at  the  prospect  of  recovering  his  tran- 
quillity, and  willing  to  merit  the  good  opinion  of  the  ravens, 
referred  the  cause  to  his  parliament,  where  it  was  discussed 
with  due  solemnity;  after  which,  being  satisfied  with  their 
sentence,  he  stood  up  and  publiidied  his  award,  ''  that  the  old 
raven  should  ferego  all  iature  daim  to  his  first  mate,  for 
whom  he  had  shown  himself  deficient  in  affection  by  quitting 
her  in  the  year  of  femine,  and  that  she  should  become  the 
lawful  mate  of  the  young  petitioner,  whose  love  and  oonstaiuy 
were  highly  laudable."  Scaroelv  had  he  pronounced  th^oe 
words,  when  the  old  raven,  uttering  a  fiirious  scream,  flew  off 
with  great  velocity,  an^  the  happy  couple,  after  expressing  as 
well  as  they  could  their  grafituae  to  their  royal  judge,  de- 
parted in  an  opposite  <iiwM5i«> 

2  G  2 
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The  youth  now  received  the  hand  of  the  princees  amidst  the 
applauses  of  the  whole  council,  who  were  much  pleased  with 
his  sagacity;  his  bride  was  overjoyed  at  being  united  to  a 
husband  who  was  young  and  hancbome;  and  the  old  king, 
who  retained  an  involuntary  dread  of  the  whole  feathered 
creation,  reflected  with  great  delight,  that  under  the  protectiaii 
of  such  a  son-in-law  he  might  henceforth  sleep  in  peace, 
even  in  the  midst  of  an  aviary. 

The  happiness  of  this  child  of  fortune  was  now  complete; 
yet  he  could  not  help  feeling  a  strong  desire  to  behold  once 
more  his  mother,  who  had  always  treated  him  with  kindness, 
and  even  the  father  who  had  so  imjustly  thrown  him  into  the 
sea.  Whilst  he  was  devising  means  of  seeing  them,  a  Tision 
informed  him  that,  being  reduced  to  poverty,  and  ashamed  of 
remaining  amongst  the  witnesses  of  their  former  opulence,  they 
had  lately  sought  an  obscure  retreat  in  the  very  city  which 
was  now  under  his  government.  Thus  informed,  he  despatched 
two  Serjeants  with  orders  to  find  out  the  strangers,  and  to 
announce  to  them  that  the  prince  of  the  country  had  heard  Oi 
their  airival,  and  intended  to  dine  with  them  on  the  following 
day.  The  astonished  couple  made  the  best  preparations  m 
iheir  power  for  the  reception  of  their  royal  visitant,  and,  when 
the  table  was  prepared,  presented  him  with  water  to  wash; 
the  husband  supporting  with  great  respect  and  humility  the 
long  sleeve  of  his  cloak,  while  the  wife  presented  the  towd. 
Thus  was  fulfilled  the  original  prophecy  of  the  ravens,  which 
the  son  immediately  recalled  to  his  father's  recollection.  The 
old  merchant,  who  thought  himself  devoted  to  instant  death, 
turned  pale  and  trembfed;  but  the  prince,  having  embraced 
his  parents,  ordered  them  to  be  lodged  with  him  in  the  palace, 
and  during  the  remainder  of  their  lives  continued  to  chezisk 
them  with  imceasing  duty  and  affection. 

Florentin,  having  concluded  his  tale,  proceeded  to  relate  the 
crimes  of  the  empress,  who,  on  being  confironted  with  him, 
oonfessed  the  truth  of  the  accusation.  Diocletian  therefore 
ordered  her  to  immediate  execution;  and  his  subjects  of  aU 
ranks  applauded  the  justice  of  the  sentence— 

Her  feet  they  fest  imto  her  swire,^ 
And  let  her  fiie  in  middes  flie  fire; 

*  Fastened  to  her  nedc. 
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Thus  was  the  hidy*s  ending  day, 
And  thus  was  she  quit  her  joumee'. 
The  child  lived  with  great  honour, 
And  after  his  father  was  emperour. 
And  led  his  life  with  workes  wise, 
And  ended  8e3m'  in  Goddes  service. 
Thus-gate'  endeth  all  this  thing. 
Jesu  grant  us  his  blessing ! 


FLORIOB  AND  BLAUNCHEFLOUR. 


This  romance  is  usually  supposed  to  be  of  Spanish  origin.  The  earliest 
edition  of  it  noticed  in  Peroel,  Bibl.  des  Rom.,  is  entitled  "  Florea  y 
Blancaflor/'  in  4to.  en  Alcala,  1512;  of  which  a  French  translation  was, 
not  long  after,  pnblished,  with  the  title,  "  Histoire  amonreuse  de  Florea 
et  de  Blanchefleur,  tradnite  de  TEspagnol  par  Jacques  Vincent,"  in  8vo., 
Paris,  1554,  and  Lyons,  1571.  This  was  the  ground-work  of  the  elegant 
compendium  published  by  M.  le  Comte  de  Tressan,  who,  in  a  short  intro- 
duction,  expresses  his  belief  that  the  Spanish  metrical  romance  was  written 
about  the  beginning  of  the  ninth  century,  a  supposition  too  extravagant 
to  require  refutation.  We  may  be  almost  certain  that  the  Spanish  poem 
is  nothing  more  than  a  translation  or  imitation  of  a  French  metrical  romance, 
composed  probably  in  the  thirteenth  century,  and  rendered  into  English  in 
the  early  part  of  the  fourteenth;  a  copy  of  the  latter  being  still  extant  in 
the  Anchinleck  MS.^  It  is  in  a  very  imperfect  state,  consisting  of  850 
lines  only,  which  probably  formed  little  more  than  half  of  the  entire  poem : 
but  as  it  agrees  very  exactly  with  M.  de  Tressan's  abridgment,  I  have  made 
use  of  that  work^  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  story. 


Dttrikg  the  time  that  the  Emperors  of  the  West  continued 
to  hold  their  court  at  Rome,  one  of  them  had  a  nephew  named 
Prince  Perse,  presumptive  heir  to  his  throne,  and  already 
possessed  of  large  domains  in  Italy,  whom  his  conduct  had  so 
much  endeared  to  his  subjects,  that  they  unanimously  wished 
to  see  his  virtues  transmitted  to  a  new  generation,  ana  eagerly 
promoted  his  union  with  the  beautiful  Topase,  daughter  of  the 

>  Day's  work,  enterprise.  *  Since.  *  In  this  way. 

*  Another  copy  is  preserved  at  Cambridge,  printed  with  some  incorrect- 
ness in  Hartshome's  Metrical  Tales,  1829. 

'  It  is  proper  to  apprise  the  reader,  that  in  borrowing  my  materials  from 
M.  de  Tressan  I  have  been  far  from  wishing  to  imitate  the  graces  of  his  style, 
whtdi  would  have  very  ill  accorded  with  the  remainder  of  the  narrative. 
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duke  of  Ferrara,  and  niece  to  tiio  doke  of  ]Milan,  at  whose 
court  she  had  been  caiefnlly  educated.  Topaae  had  herself 
some  pretensions  to  the  imperial  throne,  so  that  the  noUe 
fiimilies  on  both  sides  were  well  disposed,  from  poUtical  con- 
siderations, to  promote  the  match;  and  the  young  persons, 
having  been  seized  at  their  first  meeting  with  an  irresistible 
passion  for  each  other,  the  mairiage  was  shortly  concluded, 
and  they  received  the  nuptial  benediction  from  ue  hands  of 
the  Pope,  together  with  a  profusion  of  indulgences,  consecrated 
rosaries  and  relics. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  delight  of  this  charming  couple 
during  the  first  three  weeks  that  followed  the  celebration  of 
their  nuptiab.  But  Prince  Perse  was  of  a  warm  and  impe- 
tuous disposition;  the  fairTopase  was  no  less  so;  and  scaroety 
were  the  usual  festivities  attendant  on  such  a  union  at  an 
end,  when  they  both  -  became  so  impatient  for  the  birth  of  a 
child,  that  the  day  was  scarcely  long  enough  for  liieir  devo- 
tions, their  alms,  their  visits  to  the  seven  churches  of  Rome, 
and  the  propitiatory  ceremonies  by  which  they  attempted  to 
procure  the  intercession  of  the  most  popular  saints  and  most 
efficacious  relics  in  Rome :  yet  neither  samts  nor  relics  thought 
fit  to  produce  the  pregnancy  of  Topase. 

The  bride  and  bridegroom  were  almost  in  despair,  when  a 
pious  Spaniard  observS  to  them  that  they  had  n^lected  to 
request  the  assistance  of  one  saint,  whose  credit  in  heaven 
was  so  great  that  he  had  never  yet  met  with  a  refrisaL  This 
was  St  James.  Prince  Perse,  resolved  to  repair  his  neglect, 
made  a  solemn  vow,  that,  if  the  great  object  of  his  wishss 
could  be  accomplished,  he  woidd  instantly  undertake,  togethcr 
with  his  wife,  a  pilgrimage  to  the  shrine  of  St.  James  at  Com^ 
postella.  This  fiital  compact  with  the  saint  produced  its 
effect.  On  the  following  night  an  angel  appeared  in  a  dream 
to  Perse  and  to  Topase;  informed  &em  that  their  wishes 
would  be  gratified;  but  at  the  same  time  obscurely  foretold  a 
sad  series  of  calamities  which  menaced  them  in  consequence 
of  their  impatience  in  desiring  to  anticipate  the  designs  of 
Providence.  Both  were  much  startled  by  this  terrible  vision: 
but  at  their  age  disagreeable  impressions  are  soon  effiiced; 
and  as  the  apostle  &ithfally  kept  his  promise,  they  proceeded 
to  fulfil  their  engagement,  took  leave  of  the  emperor,  and 
without  any  attendsmts  set  off  for  Galicia« 

At  this  tune  the  kings  of  Qalicia>  and  of  Portagal,  bod&  of 
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-whaok  were  Chrbtians,  and  tributary  to  the  Saaiaeen  king  of 
MKroiftf  had  entered  into  a  league  tor  shi^  off  l^e  M^o- 
HMrtan  yoke;  and  at  the  very  moment  when,  our  pilgrims 
entered  Galicia,  the  Saracen  prince,  whose  name  was  Felix, 
incensed  at  this  insolence  of  his  vassals,  had  sent  his  troops 
against  the  allies  with  orders  to  lay  waste  the  country,  to 
destvoy  all  the  male  inhabitants,  and  to  casny  into  captivity 
flio  wvmen.  iwd  ftht1drf>i|- 

Fkince  Perse  and  his  charming  Topase,  unconcious  of  the 
daiger  which  awaited  them,  &int  with  heat,  and  fatigued  by 
tiittr  long  journey,  were  reposing  themselves  at  the  entrance 
of  a  for<^  when  the  Saracen,  troops  rushed  upon  them,  and 
instantly  murdered  the  unhappy  prince  in  the  arms  of  his 
wifey  who,  on  waking,  found  herself  covered  with  his  blood. 
The  officer  who  commanded  the  division,  astonished  at  the 
beanty  and  majestic  appearance  of  the  &ir  pilgrim,  conveyed 
her  immediately  to  Felix,  who,  campassionating  her  youth 
aad  distress,  ordered  one  of  his  principal  officers  to  conduct 
her  to  his  queen,  to  wbam.  he  related  in  a  letter  the  calamity 

"  ~  I  had  befidlen  her,  at  the  same  tone  requesting  that  the 
'  captive  might  receive  every  aUeviation  of  her  misery 
E  the  compassifiuatB  kindness  of  a  royal  mistress  could 

V. 

He  queen  of  Muzcia  was  of  the  same  age,  and  nearly  as 
besntiful  as  Topase:  she  l^refixre  readily  sympathized  in  the 
smwws  of  so  young  a  mourner,  and  treated  her  with  such 
attentive  kindness  as  shortly  obtained  her  entire  confidence, 
and  drew  from  her  a  disclosure  of  her  real  name  and  rank,  and 
of  the  motives  which  had  produced  her  fatal  pilgrimage  to 
Gaftida.  From  this  moment  the  names  of  mistress  and  slave 
were  abolished  between  them;  they  became  inseparable 
friends;  they  slept  in  the  same  chamber;  and  the  queen,  who 
was  also  pregnant,  assured  her  dear  Topase  that  their  childroi 
should  be  educated  tc^ther  under  her  own  eyes,  and  be 
tangfat  from  the  begimiing  to  ehen^  those  sentiments  of 
afliMtion  for  each  other  which  united  the  hearts  of  then: 
parents. 

The  two  prineesses  were  delivered  en  the  same  day,  which 
was  that  of  Palm-Sunday.  The  Christian  subjects  of  Felix 
were  indulged  in  the  liberty  of  cdebrating  publicly  their 
prineipal  festivals,  so  that  pdm-leaves  interwoven  with  gar- 
lands of  flowers  were  exhibited  in  all  lise  streets,  and  even 
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within  the  walls  of  the  palace ;  and  the  young  qneen,  in  aUn- 
sion  to  the  day,  which  she  considered  as  the  festival  of  flowen, 
directed  that  her  infant  son  should  take  the  name  of  Florice, 
and  that  the  daughter  of  her  friend  Topase  should  bear  that 
of  Blanchefleur. 

But  scarcely  had  this  unfortunate  mother  brought  her 
daughter  into  the  world,  when  the  ioiage  of  her  murdered 
husband,  recurring  in  all  its  horrors  to  her  imagination,  en- 
tirely overcame  the  powers  of  life  already  weakened  by  sick- 
ness and  misery.  The  queen.  In  hopes  of  consoling  and 
reviving  her,  caused  the  two  children  to  be  brought  to  her; 
but  the  &intmg  Topase,  at  the  siffht  of  her  infimt,  whose  fea* 
tures  painfully  recalled  to  her  mose  of  its  father,  bc^an  to 
shed  tears  in  such  abundance  that  they  nearly  JUUd  a  taueer 
which  was  aecidentaUy  placed  beside  her.  Then  stretching  <mt 
her  arms  to  the  child,  she  exclaimed,  '^  O  my  daughter!  sole 
i*emnant  of  my  former  happiness,  receive  from  thy  mother  the 
only  present  which  it  is  in  her  power  to  bestow!  May  these 
tears  serve  as  the  water  of  thy  baptism,  and  bestow  on  thee 
the  blessed  character  of  Christianity!"  "With  these  wordft  she 
poured  on  the  head  of  the  in&nt  the  contents  of  the  saucer, 
pronoimcing  at  the  same  time  the  words  of  the  sacred  cere- 
mony; conjured  the  queen,  as  a  last  fiivour,  that  she  would 
permit  the  child  to  be  instructed  in  the  principles  of  the 
noly  religion  to  which  she  had  just  devoted  it;  and,  having 
applied  her  lips  to  the  hand  of  her  friend  and  benefactress, 
littered  a  fidnt  scream,  raised  her  eyes  to  heaven,  and 
expired. 

Blanchefleur,  of  course,  was  imconscious  of  the  loss  of  her 
parent.  Educated,  together  with  Florice,  under  the  eyes  of 
the  queen,  and  treated  by  her  with  the  utmost  tenderness,  she 
naturally  considered  his  mother  as  her  own,  and  loved  him 
with  the  affection  of  a  sister.  She  acquired  with  facility  all 
the  accomplishments  which  were  suitable  to  her  sex ;  while 
he,  by  an  uncommon  address  in  all  his  exercises,  announced  ' 
the  future  prowess  of  a  perfect  knight,  and  early  displayed 
the  gallantry  and  tenderness  of  that  character  by  his  anxiety 
to  obtain  the  applause,  and  to  secure  the  affections,  of  his 
charming  foster-sister. 

Mohady,  a  famous  moUah,  well-instructed  in  the  tenets  of 
the  Mahometan  religion,  and  zealous  for  its  success,  was  cho6en 
as  the  preceptor  of  the  young  prince,  and  was  much  scan- 
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dalised  at  finding  tliat  the  image  of  Blancliefleur  was  for  ever 
standing  in  the  way  of  the  ideas  which  he  was  solicitous  to 
inculcate.  Florice,  though  full  of  respect  for  the  faith  of  his 
parents,  could  not  be  persuaded  that  the  religion  of  Blanche- 
fleur  was  absurd;  and  was  still  less  disposed  to  believe  that 
the  houris  of  Mahomet's  paradise  coidd  be  either  more  beau- 
tiful or  more  amiable  thtui  the  charming  girl  whom  he  had 
loTed  from  his  cradle.  Mohady  stormed,  and  complained  to 
the  queen,  who  laughed  at  his  remonstrances :  but  Felix  was 
more  tractable;  and  the  zealous  moUah  succeeded  in  con- 
vincing  him  that  it  would  be  expedient  to  remoTC  Florice 
from  his  female  companion,  and  to  send  him  to  the  court  of 
his  uncle,  the  king  of  Algarva,  who  resided  at  Montorio,  for 
the  completion  of  his  studies. 

The  young  prince  was  almost  in  despair  when  he  heard 
that  he  was  under  the  necessity  of  submitting  to  this  dreadftil 
banishment.  But  his  father  represented  to  him  that  his  supe- 
rior rank  demanded  from  him  superior  excellence;  and  that 
the  stem  laws  of  chivalry  imperiously  required  from  the  can- 
didate for  its  honours  that  he  should  have  been  disciplined  to 
hardships,  and  early  removed  from  the  indulgence  of  the 
paternal  roof.  ^*  Go,  fitir  son,"'  said  he;  "go  in  quest  of 
glory;  go,  that  thy  name  may  be  renowned;"  the  queen 
added,  ^*  and  that  thou  mayest  deserve  and  obtain  thy  mis- 
tress!** The  last  exhortation  determined  Florice,  who  was  of 
opinion  that  the  lover  of  Blanchefleur  ought  to  be  peerless  in 
valour  and  in  courtesy;  so  that  he  consented  to  depart  for 
Montorio :  but  though  the  preparations  for  his  journey  were 
already  made,  he  coidd  not  consent  to  go  till  he  had  taken 
leave  of  the  charming  Blanchefleur,  and  convinced  her  of  the 
regret  with  which  he  tore  himself  from  her.  She  expressed, 
with  the  most  winning  simplicity,  her  affection  and  her  sor- 
row ;  and  drawing  from  her  finger  a  ring  containing  a  small 
talisman, ''  Florice,''  said  she, ''  accept  this  as  a  pledge  of  our 
Wutual  love ;  look  on  it  every  day ;  if  thou  seest  its  brilliancy 
tarnished,  it  is  a  sign  that  my  life  or  my  liberty  is  in  danger. 
But  obey  the  orders  of  thy  fether;  I  doubt  not  thy  constancy 
nor  thy  readiness  to  assist  me  when  it  shall  be  necessary.'" 
The  approach  of  Felix  prevented  any  further  conversation. 

The  arrival  of  the  young  prince  was  celebrated  at  Montorio 
by  the  most  splendid  festivals  and  tournaments,  from  which 
however  he  received  no  satis&ction.     He  had  submitted  to 
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baauh  hinifieK  ^m  all  that  rendered  life  agreeable,  but  h^t 
could  not  reooneile  him  to  exOe.  His  only  amnaemeiit  waa  to 
cultivate  a  small  garden,  in  which  he  had  disposed  bofders  of 
white  flowers,  so  as  to  trace  out  Hie  initials  of  his  mistress*! 
name;  here  at  day-break  he  used  to  chant  some  ooapfets 
which  he  had  composed  in  her  honour;'  and  here  he  was  one 
day  sorpised  by  Mohady,  at  a  moment  when,  in  his  anxiety 
to  obtam  the  lumd  of  Blanchefieor,  he  breathed  a  prayer  to 
tiie  Qod  of  the  Christians  as  his  most  powerful  interoeaaor. 

Mohady  became  flirious.  He  instently  dispatched,  by  a 
confidential  messenger,  a  letter  to  Felix,  in  which  he  stated 
tiie  necessity  of  separating  Bknchofleur  for  ever  from  her 
krrer,  whose  zeal  for  the  Mahometan  ihith  was  on  the  point  of 
yielding  to  his  affection  for  that  dai^gerous  beauty.  A  second 
letter,  addreraed  to  Ajonb,  principal  Iman  of  the  great 
mosque,  related  all  the  circumstanoes  which  had  passed,  and 
urged  that  priest,  as  he  valued  the  interests  of  religion,  to 
oontriye  by  some  means  or  other,  the  destruction  of  Blandie* 
fleor. 

Felix,  proud  of  his  descent  from  Omar,  and  a  bigot  from 
education,  was  well  disposed  to  comjdy  with  the  reqiiest  of 
Mohady,  but  was  unable  to  devise  a  pretext  for  his  eondncti 
idien  Ajoub  furnished  him  with  it.  Blanchefleur  was  in  the 
habit  of  raising  poultry,  with  which  she  sometimes  supplied 
the  royal  table;  and  the  wicked  Ajoub,  having  bribed  a 
servant  to  convey  some  poison  into  the  body  of  a  chicken 
which  she  had  sent  to  the  king,  accused  her  of  an  intention 
to  destroy  her  former  protector,  and  supported  the  diaxge  so 
powerftiliy  by  his  influence  with  the  judges,  that  the  innocent 
victim  of  his  malice  was  unanimoudy  condemned  to  snfihr 
death,  unless  she  should  find,  before  the  day  of  exeeutioB,  a 
knight  who  should  venture  to  assert  her  innocence. 

Whilst  this  was  passing  in  the  court  of  the  king  of  Murcia, 
an  event  took  place  at  Montorio,  which  awakened  Floriee 
from  the  apathy  and  indifSsrence  into  which  the  absence  of 
his  mistress  had  plunged  him.  Two  Moorish  knights,  who 
had  signalised  themselves  by  a  senses  of  adventures  in  Africa, 
arrived  in  the  country  of  Algarva,  and  dispatched  a  herald  to 

1  The  verses  which  M.  de  Trauan  haa  put  into  the  mouth  of  Florioe  tie 
very  degant,  and  have  been  with  equal  elegance  translated  by  the  ble 
Mr*  Way.  They  are  to  be  found  in  the  second  volume  of  hit  Fabliaoz, 
P-285. 
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Ae  emirt  of  liie  king,  reproaching  him  widi  ha^nng  degene- 
xstod  from  the  valour  of  the  original  Arabe^  and  defying  his 
beat  kni^iita  to  a  trial  of  their  prowese.  The  challenge  wae 
•eeepted;  two  kni^ta  were  deputed  to  chastise  the  insolenoe 
«f  these  strangers,  but  they  fiuled  to  return;  two  more  were 
0ent:  but,  as  mey  also  disappeared,  the  warriors  of  Montocio 
became  leas  anxious  to  encounter  the  unknown  champions, 
aod  on  the  third  day  the  herald  repeated  his  message  without 
eaunting  much  impatience  in  his  hearers.  But  Florice  was 
now  present,  and  addressing  himself  to  the  herald,  *'  Betum," 
aaid  he,  "to  thy  mastera,  and  say,  that  the  courtesy  and 
gaOantry  which  reign  in  this  court  are  the  best  pledges  for 
the  courage  and  honour  of  its  knights.  Say  too  that  I  am 
pvepared  to  attack  thy  two  champions,  and  to  punish  their 
audacity.*' 

The  prince  now  threw  himself  at  ihe  feet  of  his  uncle, 
requesting  the  honour  of  being  immediately  knighted,  that 
he  might  encounter  these  Arabs  of  the  Desert,  and  prove  to 
them  that  he  was  no  unworthy  descendant  of  the  illustrious 
Kaled.  The  king  joyfully  peiformed  the  ceremony,  dressed 
him  in  his  own  armour,  and  put  into  his  hands  tlie  victorious 
«w«*d  of  Kaled,  which  he  had  carefully  preserved  in  his 
treasury.  A  superb  Moorish  courser  was  then  presented  to 
him:  he  vaulted  into  the  saddle,  and  shortly  arrived  at  the 
teats  of  his  antagonists. 

The  two  knights,  though  little  skilled  in  courtesy,  had 
however  too  much  honour  to  unite  in  attacking  a  single 
adversary,  and  presented  themselves  in  succession.  The  first 
assailant  broke  his  lance  against  the  shield  of  Florice,  and 
was  himself  thrown  to  the  ground.  The  second  resisted  the 
shock,  and  was  not  overcome  tiU  after  a  long  and  obstinate 
oonflict;  but  the  youth  and  activity  of  Florice  at  length 
prevailed ;  and  the  generosity  with  which  he  used  his  victory 
having  gained  the  esteem  and  admiration  of  both  his  enemies, 
th^  wiSingly  proceeded  with  him  to  liberate  their  prisoners, 
and  promised  to  confess  before  all  the  ladies  of  Montorio, 
that  the  courtesy  inspired  by  their  charms  tends  to  exalt  and 
improve  all  the  virtues  of  cmvalry. 

At  the  moment  when  Florice  was  enjoying  his  victory,  the 
whole  glory  of  which  he  secretly  attributed  to  his  lovely  mis- 
trev,  and  was  stooping  to  kiss  the  talisman,  which  he  had 
noeived  as  the  pledge  of  her  affection^  he  beheld  with  horror 
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and  surprifie  its  blackened  and  opaque  surface,  which  appeared 
to  exhibit  an  appearance  of  smoke,  with  occasional  ^bes  of 
flame.  He  shuddered,  tamed  pale,  uttered  an  exdomatkm 
of  horror,  burst  firom  the  arms  of  his  new  Mends,  rushed  to 
his  horse,  sprung  into  the  saddle,  and  disappeared  in  an 
instant. 

Having  proceeded,  without  stopping,  during  tiie  whole  of 
that  day  and  of  the  following  night,  he  arrived  at  day-break 
at  the  capital  of  Murcia,  and,  concealing  himself  behind  a 
turret  till  the  gates  were  opened,  entered  &e  city  unperoei^ed. 
Already  a  string  of  carts  loaded  with  wood  began  to  move 
through  the  streets,  preceded  by  troops,  and  by  executioiierB 
canying  torches.  In  the  rear  of  the  procession  was  a  waggon 
bearing  a  female  covered  with  a  black  veil  and  loaded  wrA. 
chains;  a  cadi  bearing  a  long  scroll  marched  behind;  and  a 
second  troop  of  armed  men  closed  the  march.  Florice,  again 
surveying  lus  talisman,  perceived  it  to  be  more  clouded  muk 
ever.  He  lowered  the  vizor  of  his  helmet,  rode  up  to  the 
waggon,  and  with  a  faltering  voice  exclaimed,  "Who  are 
you?"  "Ah!"  replied  the  female,  "I  call  to  witness  my 
God  and  my  Redeemer  that  Blanchefleur  is  not  guilty!"  1^ 
voice  pierced  his  soul.  Drawing  his  sword,  and  threatening 
with  instant  death  the  first  man  who  should  disobey  his  com- 
mands, he  ordered  the  escort  to  stop ;  and  having  questioned 
the  cadi,  and  learnt  from  him  the  atrocious  calumny  preferred 
against  his  mistress,  he  exclaimed,  "  Traitor  Ajoub!  be  it  mj 
task  to  confoimd  and  punish  thee,  and  to  succour  tmprotected 
innocence !  Go,  cadi,  say  to  Felix  that  an  unknown  knight 
demands  surety  in  his  court,  and  presents  himself  to  defend 
Blanchefleur,  and  to  fight  her  accusers." 

The  laws  of  chivalry  imposed  upon  Felix  the  necessity  d 
ordering  the  combat;  he  therefore  sent  for  Ajoub,  and  com- 
mimicated  to  him  the  defiance.  Ajoub  was  neither  of  an 
age  nor  of  a  profession  suited  to  a  champion;  but  he  had  a 
son,  not  less  ferocious  than  himself,  whose  giant  size  and 
strength  had  already  raised  him  to  a  considerable  command 
in  the  armies  of  FeHx,  and  who  readily  undertook  to  support 
his  father's  quarrel.  The  lists  were  soon  prepared.  The  son 
of  Ajoub  threw  down  his  gaimtlet,  and  repeated  aloud  the 
accusation  against  Blanchefleur,  whilst  Florice  exclaimed, 
"Traitor,  thou  liest  in  thy  throat!  behold  me  ready  to  mani- 
tain  my  assertion,"     A  fire  was  immediately  kindled  at  the 
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extremity  of  the  lists;  two  waggons,  in  one  of  which  was 
placed  Ajoub  and  in  the  other  Blanchefleur,  stood  together 
on  the  outside  of  the  barriers,  and  the  whole  space  was  sur- 
rounded by  a  numerous  guard  of  soldiers. 

The  two  champions  advanced  from  the  opposite  extremities, 
conducted  by  their  sponsors.  That  of  Florice  was  a  young 
knight  named  Selim,  who  had  recognised  the  prince  under 
his  disguise,  and  had  demanded  permission  to  attend  him. 
The  judge  of  the  tournament  then  gave  the  signal;  and  the 
combatants,  having  shattered  their  umces,  drew  their  swords, 
and  began  the  mortal  conflict.  Florice,  with  great  coolness, 
parried  the  blows  of  his  adversary,  and  patiently  waited  for 
the  most  favourable  moment  of  making  nis  attack;  but  his 
horse,  having  received  a  woimd  in  the  neck,  became  ungovern- 
able, and  bore  him,  in  spite  of  his  efforts,  to  the  very  edge  of 
the  lists  where  stood  the  waggons.  Blanchefleur,  drawing 
aside  her  veil,  cried  out,  '^  Ah,  Florice !  why  art  not  thou  here 
to  assist  me?'*  whilst  the  son  of  Ajoub,  redoubling  his  blows, 
anticipated  an  easy  victory.  But  the  scene  was  quickly 
changed.  The  prince  determined  to  relieve  the  alarms  of  his 
mistress,  exerted  his  whole  powers:  every  stroke  of  his  sword 
was  followed  by  torrents  of  blood;  his  arm  seemed  to  move 
with  the  rapidity  of  lightning,  and  his  adversary  was  already 
covered  with  wounds;  when  Florice,  putting  up  a  short 
prayer  to  the  God  of  ihe  Christians,  aimed  a  terrible  blow  at 
the  unwieldy  son  o£  Ajoub,  which  separated  his  head  from 
his  body,  llie  father  at  the  same  moment  springing  from  the 
bands  of  his  guards,  rushed  towards  the  prince,  who,  with 
another  blow,  sent  his  head  to  accompany  that  of  his  son.  A 
thousand  voices  at  once  proclaimed  me  innocence  of  Blanche- 
fleur, who  was  borne  in  triumph  to  the  queen,  at  the  same 
time  that  a  young  slave  of  Ajoub,  throwing  himself  at  the 
feet  of  Felix,  confessed  that  he  had  prepared  by  his  master*s 
orders  the  poisoned  chicken;  upon  which  the  body  of  the 
atrocious  Iman  was  immediately  consigned  to  the  flames. 

The  triumph  of  innocence  was  now  complete;  but  Florice, 
aware  of  the  dangers  which  might  attend  a  longer  stay  in  Ids 
&ther*8  capital,  having  kissed  the  hands  of  the  king  and 
queen  as  well  as  of  Blanchefleur,  expressed  by  signs  his 
gratitude  to  the  faithful  Selim,  and  settmg  spurs  to  his  horse, 
immediately  quitted  the  city  and  plunged  into  the  forest. 
Selim  then  explained  to  Blanchefleur,  who  scarcely  dared  to 
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hope  that  her  lover  had  been  her  ddiverer,  the  teaeoiis  iHiicii 
had  necessitated  liis  immediate  departure,  and  promised  to  go 
and  joiD  his  master,  for  the  purpose  of  eonoerting  m&  hin 
the  most  probable  means  <lf  securing  their  future  coirespond- 
enoe. 

Tlorice  returned  wi A  ae  much  speed  as  poasibLe  to  Monr 
terio,  where  he  found  his  unde  not  a  little  alarmed  by  hif 
absence.  His  bloody  armour  and  wounded  hone  exhibiled 
proofs  of  his  having  found  an  opportunity  of  sisnalizing  hii 
valour;  but  as  he  persisted  in  remsing  to  relate  his  adventure, 
his  uncle  abstained  from  haraawng  him  with  useleie  inquiries, 
and  satisfied  himself  with  expressing  the  mogt  unfeigi^  joy 
at  his  return. 

But  the  constant  anxiety  which  preyed  upon  idie  mind  id 
Florice  soon  affected  his  health,  and  produced  a  dangerous 
fever.  Spain  at  that  time  possessed  &e  l)est  physicians  in 
Europe;  and  the  sultan  of  Algarva  having  procured  for  his 
nej^ew  the  assistance  of  the  celebrated  Averroes,  who  resided 
at  the  court  of  Cordova,  that  able  man,  after  Telieving  the 
worst  symptoms  of  the  complaint,  tuceeeded  in  disooveriog, 
and  related  to  the  sultan,  the  real  cause  of  the  disease.  The 
sultan,  anxious  for  the  recovery  of  his  nephew,  immediat^ 
wrote  to  the  king  of  Murcia  a  most  pressing  letter,  in  whiA 
he  conjured  him  to  send  to  his  court  the  beautiful  Blandie- 
fleur;  but  this  kind  measure  produced  an  efiect  tiie  most 
opposite  to  his  intentions.  Felix,  far  less  anxious  for  th^ 
happiness  or  even  for  the  health  than  for  the  religious  teneli 
of  his  son,  determined  to  follow  without  loss  ci  time  tihe 
advioe  of  Mohady;  and,  for  the  purpose  of  insuring  the  final 
separation  of  Morice  and  Blanchefleur,  ordered  the  nnfortn- 
nate  girl  to  be  seised  and  carried  off  to  the  port  of  Carthi^eni, 
where  she  was  sold  as  a  slave  to  some  Greek  merchants,  ivte 
were  then  ready  to  set  sail  for  Alexandria.  The  merchanti» 
rejoieed  at  obtaining  such  a  prey,  instantly  embarked  widl 
her,  and,  the  wind  beii^  fair,  soon  landed  vmi  her  in  &ypt 

The  queen  of  Murcia,  justly  indignant  at  ihe  insult  ofeed 
to  herself,  in  seizing  as  a  prisoner  any  one  so  immediately 
under  her  protection,  but  mudi  more  incensed  at  the  cmeUy 
of  her  husband  to  the  two  persons  who  weremost  dear  to  ho, 
overwhehned  FeHx  with  reproaches.  But  it  was  too  late ;  and 
the  crime  was  aceompliriied.  Selim  €ew  to  aoquaint  Floriee 
with  his  misfortune;  and  the  prince,  vrho  was  alreadj  infomed 
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by  his  ring  of  aome  impending  mischief,  instantly  took  hone, 
and,  hastening  home,  was  mysteriou&iy  introduced  by  Selim 
to  the  queen^s  aparment. 

However  unwilling  to  risk  a  long  separation  from  her  son, 
this  tender  mother  could  not  disapprove  of  his  departure  in 
search  of  Blanchefleur.  She  therefore  embraced  him,  gave 
him  her  blessing,*  and  drawing  a  ring  from  her  finger,  "  Have 
now,  lief  son,"  said  she  "  this  ring.  Whilst  thou  preservest 
it,  neither  fire  shall  buro,  nor  water  drown,  nor  weapon  injure 
thee,  and  all  thy  wants  shall  be  instantly  supplied."  Florice, 
having  gratefully  acc^ted  ihe  ring,  to<^  a  tender  leave  of  his 
mother,  and  before  d^faxeak  set  off  with  Selim  for  Cartha- 
geaa. 

Though  disguised  as  merchants,  the  young  prince  and  his 
diamberlain  travelled  with  considerable  magnificence;  and, 
being  arrived  at  the  port,  took  up  their  lodging  in  one  of  tiie 
principal  houses  in  the  city,  where  they  were  served  with 
great  defer^ioe  and  respect,  and  occupied  the  principal  seals 
at  table. 

All  that  therein  wero 

All  they  maden  glad  cneer; 

And  ate  and  dnmk  each  one  with  otinr: 

Ac  Horiee  thought  aU  another. 

Eat  ne  drink  ne  might  he  nought. 

On  Blanchefleur  was  all  his  thought. 
The  air  of  grandeur  which  distinguished  him,  and  the 
settled  melancholy  of  his  demeanour,  soon  attracted  the  eyes 
and  awakened  the  cuiiositY  of  his  hostess,  who  began  by 
observing  to  her  husband  uiot  the  efegant  stranger  was  cer- 
tainly no  merchant;  and,  finding  her  remark  disregarded^ 
addressed  her  discourse  to  Florice  himself: 

'*  Child,  full  of  mourning  I  thee  see; 

Thus  sat  hesein,  this  enderdai,' 

Blancheflour,  that  fair  may ; 

Herein  was  that  maiden  bought, 

And  over  the  sea  she  was  y-brought— 

To  Babiloyne  they  will  her  bring. 

And  sell  her  to  Kaiser  other  to  king ; 

Tfaon  art  alike  her  of  all  thing, 

Of  aemldant,  and  of  mourning 

But  thou  art  a  man,  and  she  is  a onaid: *' 

Thus  the  wife  to  Fkdoe  said. 
^  Here  begins  the  metrical  fragment.  '  Other  day. 
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Tho  Florice  heard  his  leman  neven,- 

So  blithe  he  was  of  that  Steven,* 

That  his  heart  became  all  light. 

A  cup  of  gold  he  let  fill  right; 
''  Dame,"  he  said, ''  this  haiU'  is  thine, 

Both  the  gold  and  the  wine; 

Both  the  gold  and  the  wine  eke. 

For  thou  of  my  leman  speak : 

On  her  I  thought,  for  her  I  fight. 

And,  wist  I  where  her  find  I  might, 

Tho  shoidd  no  weather  me  assoine,* 

That  I  ne  shal  her  seek  at  Babiloine." 
The  travellers  passed  only  one  night  at  Carthagcna,  and, 
embarking  next  morning  with  a  &vourable  wind,  shortly 
arrived  in  Africa,  where  the  prince,  *'  on  reaching  the  land 
where  his  leman  resided,  thought  himself  in  Paradise."  He 
could  not,  at  first,  discover  any  traces  of  his  mistress;  but  he 
was  told  that  the  amiral  of  Babylon  had  proclaimed  a  magni. 
ficent  festival,  and  he  thought  it  certain  that  at  such  a  festiTal 
he  must  discover,  or  receive  intelligence  about,  the  peeiles 
Blanchefieur. 

On  his  way  to  Babylon  he  reached  another  fair  city,  where 
the  host  and  hostess  were  no  less  courteous  than  tiiose  of 
Carthagena,  and  again  acquired  the  certainty  that  his  pursuit 
was  properly  directed.  Here,  too,  whilst  he  sat  at  a  repost 
which  his  grief  of  mind  prevented  him  firom  tasting. 

Then  spoke  the  loverd  of  that  inn. 
'*  Thus  sat,  this  other  day,  herein. 

That  fiure  maid  Blancheflour. 

Both  in  hall,  and  eke  in  bower. 

Ever  she  mad  mourning  cheer, 

And  bemente^  Florice  her  lief  sire. 

Joy  ne' bliss  ne  had  she  none, 

Ac  on  Florice  was  all  her  moan.*' 

Florice  het*  a  cup  of  silver  white, 

And  a  mantle  of  scarlett 

Y-panned  all  with  menivere,T 

And  gave  his  hostess  there. 
"  Have  this,"  he  said,  "  to  thine  honour. 

And  thou  it  might  thank  Blandieflour/' 

>N»med.    *  Sound.    •  Health.    ^  Prevent,  exciue.—Fr.    ^Bemotaed. 
'  Took. .    '  lined  with  menhrer,  (menu  vair,  ¥r.)  or  gray  far. 
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He  then  proceeded  to  question  his  host  and  hostess,  and  was 
told  that  his  mistress  had  certainly  heen  purchased  by  the 
amiral  of  fiabylon,  that  he  paid  for  her  three  shekels  full  of 
^Id,  and  that  all  who  had  witnessed  her  incomparable  beauty 
were  persuaded  that  she  was  destined  to  be  his  queen. 

Florice,  after  passing  a  sleepless  night,  determined  before 
his  departure  to  ask  the  advice  of  his  kind  host  concerning 
the  most  practicable  means  of  obtaining  an  introduction  to 
Blanchefleur;  but  the  good  man  had  already  told  all  that  he 
knew,  and  could  only  advise  him  to  consult  a  Mend  of  his, 
who  dwelt  by  the  side  of  a  bridge  on  the  road  to  Babylon, 
and  at  a  short  distance  from  that  city.  At  the  same  time,  he 
drew  from  his  finger  a  ring,  which,  he  said,  would  serve  as  an 
introduction  to  his  friend:  and  the  prince,  having  thankfully 
accepted  the  ring,  and  rewarded  his  host  with  a  magnifioent 
present,  proceeded  on  his  journey. 

The  bui^ss  to  whom  he  was  addressed,  and  whose  hospit- 
able mansion  was  pointed  out  by  the  bridge,  was  named 
Dayre.  He  was  a  man  of  g^at  wealth  and  politeness,  and 
having  beheld  the  ring  which  the  prince  brought  with  him  as 
a  token,  entertained  him  sumptuously,  and  offered  his  best  , 
assistance  to  relieve  him  from  the  anguish  which  seemed  to 
prey  upon  his  spirits.  Florice,  thus  encouraged,  revealed 
to  him  the  secret  of  his  birth,  informed  him  of  ms  passion  for 
Blanchefleur,  related  to  him  her  unfortunate  history,  and 
<-ndcd  by  conjuring  him  to  suggest  the  means  of  obtaining  an 
inter\-iew  with  her.  Dayre,  who  with  some  reason  considered 
the  young  man's  project  as  the  suggestion  of  madness, 
endeavoured  to  dissuade  him  from  the  enterprise  by  laying 
before  him  a  picture  of  the  amiral's  power  and  wealth.  *'  M^ 
son,"  said  he,  "thou  seckest  thine  own  destruction.  The 
amiral  is  the  suzerain  of  at  least  fifty  kings,  all  as  powerful  as 
thy  royal  father;  yet  should  they  all,  with  their  united  forces, 
attempt  to  gratify  thy  wishes,  they  would  be  unable  to  wrest 
thy  mistress  from  his  hands.  Babylon  itself  is  a  populous 
kingdom  inclosed  in  a  city.  It  is  sixty  miles  in  cuxiuit;  it 
contains  twenty  castles,  so  vast  that  each  is  equal  to  a  market* 
town ;  the  walls  are  also  protected  by  a  hundred  towers,  any 
cne  of  which  would  resist  all  the  forces  of  a  mighty  monarch: 
"  And  though  all  the  men  that  beth  y-bom, 
Hadden  it  upon  their  death  y- sworn, 
That  should  win  thy  may  so  soon 
As  from  the  heaven  high  the  sun  and  moon! 

2  H 
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^The  tower,*'  continued  be,  ''in  which  the  women  are 
confined,  is  a  thousand  toiiies  in  length  by  a  bundled  ia 
breadth;  its  materials  are  the  purest  marble,  and  a  mortv » 
liard  that  no  steel  can  cut  it: 

^'  And  the  pomeP  above  the  lead. 
Is  y- wrought  with  so  much  rede,* 
That  men  no  firen  o'night  bum. 
Neither  torch  ne  lanteme. 
Such  a  pomel  was  never  bigonne,' 
It  shineth  o*night  so  o'day  doth  ibe  sun. 
''  The  women's  apartments,  four-and^twenty  in  number,  are 
guarded  by  eunuchs,  whom  no  bribe  can  tempt  from  the  £ulik- 
&I  dischai^  of  their  duty.     Indeed,  were  they  negligent  d 
liieir  charge,  it  would  be  impossible  that  their  crime  should 
escape  detection,  as  the  morals  of  these  ladies  are  protectei 
as  you  shall  hear,  by  powerful  enchantments.  You  must  kaov 
that  tiie  sultan  selects  a  new  wife  every  year,  and  the  ceremo- 
nies  observed  on  the  occasion  are  as  IbUows: 

'*  Then  shall  men  fetch  down  off  the  stage,^ 

All  liie  maidens  of  parage,' 

And  bring  hem  into  a  orchard, 

The  fairest  of  all  middelard.« 

About  the  orchard  goeth  a  wall. 

The  worst  stone  is  chrystal. 

There  men  may  seien,  on  the  stone, 

Mochel  of  this  world's  wisdom. 

And  a  well  there  springeth  in. 

That  is  wrought  with  mochel  gin. 

The  well  is  of  mochel  price ; 

The  stream  cometh  from  Paradise. 

The  gravel  in  the  ground  of  precious  stone. 

And  of  virtue,  y-wis,  each  one. 

Of  saphires,  and  of  saidoines, 

Of  onyxes  and  calchedoines : 

Then  is  the  water  of  so  mochel  eye,^ 

Gif  there  come  any  maiden  that  is  forlaie,' 

And  bow  to  the  grounde. 

For  to  waschen  her  honde, 

The  water  wiU  yell  as  it  were  wode. 

And  become  on  her  so  red  so  blood! 

^  Cupola.    ■  Craft.    » Began,  undertaken.    *  Story,   (^tagc,  Fr.)  the 
?oor  where  the  women  were  lodged.        »  Rank,  high  birth.  Ft, 
•  The  earth.  Stt.  'Power.  'Sednoed. 
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Which  maiden  the  water  fiureth  on  8o, 

She  shall  soon  he  fordo !' 

And  thilke  that  hen  maidens  clean, 

Thev  may  hem  waahe  of  the  rene;' 

The' water  will  erne'  still  and  dear, 

Shall  it  hem  make  no  dangere. 

At  the  well-heyed^  there  stant  a  tree. 

The  fairest  that  may  on  earth  he ; 

It  is  y-cleped  the  tree  of  love. 

For  flowers  and  hloesoms  heth  in  above. 

And  thilke  that  clean  maidens  be. 

Men  shall  hem  bring  under  that  tree. 

And  which  so  Mleth  on  that  flower. 

She  shall  be  chosen  queen  with  honour. 

And  gif  there  any  maiden  is. 

That  the  amyral  half  of  most  price, 

The  flower  shall  on  her  be  went, 

Through  art  and  through  enchantement. 

Thus  he  cheseth  through  the  flower, 

And  ever  we  hearkeneth  when  it  be  Blancheflour." 

Florice,  having  foreseen  considerable  difficulties  in  the 
ezeention  of  his  enterprise^  had  listened  with  much  anxiety, 
but  without  despair,  to  the  greater  part  of  this  recital;  but  at 
its  conclusion  he  lost  all  courage,  and,  jBftncying  that  he 
already  saw  his  mistress  in  the  arms  of  the  detested  amiral, 
sank  lifeless  to  the  ground. 

The  benevolent  Dayre  could  not  behold  vrithout  pity  the 
symptoms  of  a  passion  which  he  now  deemed  to  be  incurable. 
He  therefore,  after  some  deliberation,  communicated  to  his 
jowag  Mend  a  project  which,  though  extremely  hazardous, 
might  possibly,  if  pursued  with  skill  and  caution,  produce  the 
gmtification  of  his  wishes. 

*'You  must  assume,*'  said  he,  "the  disguise  of  a  mason, 
and,  repairing  to  the  tower,  appear  to  examine  with  the 
greatest  attention  its  structure  and  dimensions.  The  por- 
ter, whoee  character  I  well  know,  will  immediately  accost 
yon,  and  inquire  into  your  business.  He  will  perhaps  treat 
yoa  with  brutality ;  but  you  wiU  answer  him  with  the  utmost 
respect,  and  tell  him  that  ypu  are  an  architect,  and,  having 
orders  to  construct  a  similar  tower  in  another  country,  are 

^  Destroyed.    '  Clear  stream.     *  Run.     *  Spring-bead.    '  Held. 
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desirous  of  viewing  a  most  distinguished  modcL  The  man  is 
equally  curious  and  covetous.  He  ^ill  enter  into  conversation 
with  you  for  the  sake  of  asking  questions,  and  will  soon  pro- 
pose to  you  to  play  at  chess  with  him,  in  hopes  of  winning 
your  money.  You  will  take  with  you,  in  the  first  instance^ 
only  thirty  marks,  which  you  will  lose  to  him;  and  he  will 
then  anxiously  request  you  to  return  and  take  your  revenge. 
On  the  following  day  take  with  you  a  larger  sum ;  exhibit,  if 
you  think  fit,  a  little  more  skill,  so  as  to  alarm  his  fears;  bat 
suffer  him  ultimately  to  gain  the  whole.  On  the  third  day 
you  must  overwhelm  his  avarice  by  your  generosity.  Stake 
large  sums,  and  lose  them  with  carelessness ;  display,  without 
affectation,  the  rich  golden  cup  which  I  have  seen  in  your 
possession,  and  to  gain  which  he  would  readily  stake  his  body 
and  soul.  He  will  press  you  most  eagerly  to  play  for  it,  and 
will  offer  to  risk  against  it  whatever  he  is  worth.  After 
raising  his  anxiety  to  the  utmost,  make  him  an  offer  of  it, 
declaring  to  him  at  the  same  time,  that  your  wealth  enables 
you  to  consider  such  a  present  as  a  mere  trifle.  This  wiU 
completely  dazzle  and  overpower  him;  he  will  devote himadf 
to  you  as  your  slave ;  and  you  may  then  put  his  courage  and 
ingenuity  to  any  trial  which  you  may  think  proper." 

Floricc  was  charmed  with  this  contrivance,  and  executed  it 
with  ability  and  success.  The  porter,  indeed,  was  dreadfolfy 
alarmed  when  he  first  learnt  the  dangerous  service  that  was 
expected  from  him,  and  repented  the  rash  oath  by  which  he 
had  bound  himself  to  an  inconsiderate  youth,  perfectly  care- 
less of  his  own  safety,  and  indifferent  to  that  of  others.  But 
as  Floricc  had  informed  him  of  his  whole  history,  he  b^an  to 
reflect  that  his  benefactor  was  the  only  son  of  a  powerfbi 
monarch,  from  whom  he  might  expect  the  possession  of  un- 
bounded wealth ;  and  that  life  is  often  hazarded  on  much  less 
flattering  prospects ;  he  therefore  concluded  by  requesting  a 
delay  of  three  days,  during  which  he  promised  to  devise  some 
expedient  for  gratifying  the  prince's  wishes. 

Blanchefleur  and  all  her  companions  were  passionately  feod 
of  flowers,  and  it  was  the  porter  s  duty  to  supply  them  in  pro- 
fusion. Casting  his  eyes  on  the  hampers,  in  which  these 
flowers  were  usually  conveyed,  he  thought  that  one  of  them 
might  without  difficulty  contain  a  jnan;  and  Florice  Imvii^ 
tried  the  experiment,  his  friend  covered  him  with  roses  and 
lilieSy  and  ordered  a  couple  of  stout  slaves  to  convey  that 
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Hamper,  together  with  the  rest,  into  Blanchefleur's  apartment. 
The  slayes  obeyed;  but 

They  bade  God  give  him  evil  fin,* 
lliat  BO  many  flowers  did  therin, 
and  growing  more  and  more  surly  as  they  struggled  under  the 
unexpected  load,  they  stopped  at  the  first  apartment,  which 
belonged  to  a  maiden  named  Clarice,  instead  of  proceeding  to 
that  of  Blanchcfleur ;'  and,  having  deposited  their  burthen, 
again  repeated  their  execrations,  and  retired. 

Clarice  was,  fortunately,  the  intimate  and  confidential 
Mend  of  Blanchcfleur,  and  still  more  fortunately,  happened 
to  be  alone  when  the  hamper  arrived.  She  immediately  ap- 
proached it  to  inspect  the  flowers,  when  Floricc,  almost  suffo- 
cated  with  heat,  and  breathless  with  the  expectation  of  seeing 
his  long  lost  mistress,  on  heai-ing  the  light  steps  of  a  single 
female,  suddenly  started  up  in  his  hamper  and  prepared  to 
rash  into  her  arms.  The  sight  of  a  spectre  would  not  have 
bc^en  more  astonishing  to  Clarice.  She  involuntary  uttered  a 
shrill  and  loud  scream,  which  echoed  through  the  apartments, 
and  presently  brought  a  number  of  female  Saves  to  her  assist- 
ance. Florice  finding  his  secret  betrayed,  though  he  knew 
not  whether  by  accident  or  design,  hearing  the  crowd  of 
females  who  hurried  towards  the  chamber,  and  expecting  to 
be  dragged  to  instant  execution,  stood  silent  and  motionless 
in  his  hamper,  and  resigned  himself  to  a  fate  which  he  be* 
lieved  to  be  inevitable.  But  Clarice,  with  admirable  presence 
of  mind,  making  him  a  sign  to  crouch  down  beneath  the 
flowers,  instantly  remedied  the  confusion,  and  with  perfect 
serenity  of  countenance  replied  to  the  questions  of  her 
attendmits, 

'*To  this  coupe'  ich  came,  and  wold 

The  flowers  handle  and  behold ; 

Ac  there,  or  ich  it  ever  wist, 

A  butterfly  to-gain  me  flist. 

Ich  was  so  sore  adrad  of  than. 

That  shrieken  and  greden*  I  began." 

llie  maidens  hadde  therof  glee. 

And  turned  again,  and  let  Clarice  be. 
Having  extricated  herself  from  this  difficulty,  she  ran  to 
the  apartment  of  Blanchefleur,  and,  while  her  eyes  sparkled 

>  End,  Fr.      '  Basket.  The  word  coop  has  stiJl  in  some  of  our  prorindal 
dialects  a  nearly  similar  meanhig.        "  C17  out,  Sax. 
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with  joy,  ''Come  away,"  said  she,  "eome  and  see  the  peeaent 
I  have  received  from  the  garden !  Such  a  flower !  If  joa  qb^ 
look  on  it  for  a  moment,  I  am  sure  it  will  give  you  infinite 
pleasure."  "Do  not  mock  my  grief,"  relied  Blancheflenr, 
"by  talking  to  me  of  pleasure !  I  am  assured  that  the  afldnd 
is  resolved  to  make  me  his  wife ;  but  never,  no,  never  shall  he 
take  me  aUve  to  his  arms.  Florice,  perhaps,  may  hwe  £v- 
gotten  me,  but  never  will  I  forget  the  sacred  promise  of  pre- 
serving my  fidelity  inviolate ! "  C3ariee  listened  to  her  wik  a 
mysterious  smile,  of  which  she  was  unable  to  comprdieiid  the 
meaning,  and,  seizing  her  hand,  only  said,  ^Gome  now  anil 
see  this  curious  flower;  '*  and  dragged  h^*  up  to  the  haaiper, 
from  which  Florice  immediately  issued.  Bianchefleur,  speech- 
less  with  joy  and  astonishment,  sunk  into  ha  anna,  and  whilst 
Flinice  pressed  her  to  his  heart  in  silent  rapture, 

Clarice  beheld  all  this. 

Their  countenance,  and  tiieir  bliss, 

And  laughing  said  to  Blancheieur, 
"Fellow,*  knowest  thou  ou^t  this  flower? 

Little  ere,  ne  wouldest  thou  it  see ; 

And  now,  thou  ne  might  it  let  fro  tibee! 

He  must  ken  well  mochel  of  art. 

That  thou  wouldest  give  iJierof  any  part!'* 
^The  lovers  now  threw  themselves  at  her  feet,  whidi  they 
bathed  with  tears,  imploring  her  not  to  betray  them  to  the 
amiral;  and  the  good-natured  girl  not  only  promised  to  keep 
their  secret,  but  to  assist  them  to  the  utmost  of  her  pow«r  in 
the  further  prosecution  of  their  amours.  It  was  imposaifale  to 
be  more  inconveniently  situated  than  they  were  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  that  nuptial  benediction  which  was  neosfr- 
sary  to  legalize  and  to  consecrate  their  union,  and  it  was  no 
less  impossible,  after  Clarice  had  "brought  them  to  a  bed 
wrought  with  silk  and  cendale,  and  drawn  the  curtains  round," 
that  two  lovers  so  long  separated  by  fortune,  and  so  well 
convinced  of  each  other's  constancy,  should  not  consider 
themselves  as  husband  and  wife.  They  therefore  satisfied 
their  own  scruples,  and  those  of  their  good  friend  Clarice,  hj 
the  most  solemn  promise  of  being  publicly  married  at  the  first 
convenient  opportunity. 

Now  had  the  amiral  swidi  a  wone,« 
That  every  day  there  should  ooaie 
'  Compamoxir  *  Costonu 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


TLOBICE  AND  BLAVKGHEFLOUR.  471 

Three  Tnai4ens  out  of  her  bower. 

To  serven  him,  up  in  the  tower, 

With  water,  and  doth,  and  basin. 

For  to  washen  his  hondes  in. 

The  third  should  bring  comb  and  mirour, 

To  serven  him  with  great  honour. 
And  as  this  ceremony  was  performed  by  all  the  ladies  in 
rotation,  each  pair  being  on  duty  for  two  successive  days,  it 
unfinrtonately  came  to  the  turn  of  Clarice  and  Blanchefleur,  on 
llie  morning  after  the  arrival  of  Florice.  Clarice  rose  wiHi 
the  son,  and  hastened  to  call  her  friend,  who  promised  to  fol- 
low immediately;  but  having  fidled  to  keep  her  word,  the 
dexterous  confidante  assured  the  amiral  that  the  poor  girl  had 
npeat  the  whole  night  in  prayers  for  his  safety  and  happiness, 
amd  was,  for  that  reason,  incapable  of  attending  her  duty. 
This  excuse  was  so  well  delivered  that  the  amorous  monarch 
WBs  perfectly  satisfied;  but  as  the  same  story,  however 
plausiUe,  was  not  likely  to  succeed  a  second  time,  Clarice 
earnestly  besought  Blanchefleur  to  be  more  watchfiil  on  tho 
fidlowing  day;  when  finding  that  after  repeating  her  sum- 
mons more  loudly  than  usual  she  obtained  no  answer,  she 
Tery  naturally  concluded  that  the  recollection  of  her  recent 
danger  had  kept  her  friend  awake,  and  that  she  must  be 
already  arriyed  at  the  palace.  So  strong  was  this  impression 
on  her  mind,  that  when,  upon  her  appearing  before  the  amiral, 
he  repeated  his  former  question,  she  was  utterly  unprovided 
with  an  answer.  Her  haughty  master,  incensed  at  this  marie 
of  neglect  on  the  part  of  that  Blanchefleur  who  had  so  lately 
been  wearying  Heayen  with  prayers  for  his  happiness,  in- 
stantly ordered  his  chamberlain  to  repair  to  her  apartment, 
and  to  explore  the  cause  of  her  absence.  Hie  chamberlain 
executed  his  commission,  entered  her  bower,  advanced  to  her 
bed,  opened  the  curtains,  beheld  her  fiist  asleep,  saw  another 
&oe  on  the  same  piDow,  and  returned,  almost  petrified  with 
astonishment,  to  relate  the  story  to  his  master.  The  amiral, 
aot  less  astonished,  seized  his  sword,  and  proceeded  with  his 
officer  to  the  bed ;  and  ^  yet  was  the  sleep  so  fiist  on  their 
eyes*'  that  the  happy  couple  were  unconscious  of  his  intru- 
sion. Florice  was  so  young  that  his  face  did  not  betray  his 
sex ;  but  the  amiral,  uncovering  his  breast,  perceived  that  he 
was  a  man,  and,  boiling  with  rage,  uttered  an  exclamation 
which  wakened  the  sleeping  lovers. 
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"  Si^  me  now,  thou,  bel  aqii. 

Who  made  thee  so  hordi, 

For  to  come  into  my  tower 

To  ligge  there  by  Blauncheflour? 

To  wrother-hale  *  were  ye  bore,* 

Ye  shollen  tholie  •  death  therefore ! " 
Neither  of  the  lovers  were  able,  in  this  first  moment  of  sor- 
prise  and  horror,  to  give  any  answer  to  his  questions ;  but  as 
the  desire  of  learning  all  the  circumstances  of  this  inexplicablr 
adventure  had,  in  the  first  instance,  stopped  his  uplifted 
sword,  he  now  determined  that  the  culprits  should  be  ex- 
amined before  his  whole  council,  and  in  the  mean  time  ordered 
them  into  strict  confinement.  His  peers  being  assembled,  he 
related  to  them  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  which  were  so 
strong  that  they  could  not  avoid  awarding  the  punishment  of 
dcihh  pgainst  the  guilty  couple ;  but  when  the  prisoners  wece 
brougnt  into  court,  their  youth,  their  air  of  innocence,  and 
the  evident  anxiety  of  each  for  the  fate  of  the  other,  awakened 
the  utmost  compassion  of  their  judges,  who  flocked  roond 
them,  and  surveyed  them  with  pity  and  astonishment,  Floiioe 
had  still  on  his  finger  the  ring  bestowed  on  him  by  his  mother, 
and  hastilv  putting  it  into  the  hand  of  his  mistress,  earucstlj 
conjured  her  to  preserve  it,  adding  that  when  she  should  Ik 
secure,  he  could  meet  his  &te,  whatever  it  might  be,  vidi 
proper  fortitude.  But  Blanchefleur,  not  less  generous  thaa 
her  lover,  scorned  the  means  of  surviving  him;  and  during 
this  contest  of  affection  the  ring  vthb  dropped  on  the  ground 
and  picked  up  by  one  of  the  lords,  who  hastened  wiUi  it  to 
the  amiral,  and  related  to  him  with  tears  of  admiration  the 
singular  scene  which  he  had  witnessed. 

The  monarch,  though  he  felt  for  Florice  the  rage  of  a  disap- 
pointed rival,  was  not  immoved  by  this  narrative,  and,  order- 
ing the  prisoners  up  to  the  throne,  demanded  of  the  youth  if 
he  had  anything  to  say.  He  replied  that  he  had  merited 
death,  and  was  prepared  to  suffer  it,  but  humbly  solicited  the 
pardon  of  Blanchefleur ;  while  she  boldlv  proclaimed  her  own 
guilt,  and  refused,  in  the  presence  of  tne  astonished  amini, 
any  boon  which  she  could  not  share  with  Florice.  **  Then " 
said  he,  "  ye  shall  both  die ! "  and,  drawing  his  sword,  saw 
them  rush  forward  together,  and  stretch  out  their  necks  to 
receive  the  blow, 

X  Malediction.  *  Bom,  *  Suffer,  Sax« 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


FLOBICE   AND    BLAUXCHEFLOUR.  473 

The  amiral,  vrroih  though  he  were, 
Both  him  changed  mood  and  cheer. 
For  either  for  other  woulde  die. 
And  he  saw  so  many  a  weeping  eye, 
And  for  he  had  so  mochel  loved  the  may, 
Weeping  he  turned  his  head  away ; 
And  his  swerd  it  fell  to  ground — 
The  level's  were  pardoned;   but  the  amiral  insisted  on 
knowing  the  contrivance  by  which  Florice  had  been  intro- 
duced into  Blanchefleur's  apartment;   and  this  the  youth 
refused  to  tell  until  he  had  obtained  the  full  pardon  of  Iuk 
accomplice.      This  being  readily  granted,  he  proceeded  to 
relate  his  whole  history,  and  to  explain  the  means  by  which, 
after  his  long  pilgrimage  in  search  of  Blanchefleur,  he  had 
overpowered  the  fidelity  of  the  porter,  and  gained  admission 
in  a  flower-basket  to  the  bower  of  the  ladies.     The  amiral, 
having  thus  learned  the  noble  birth  and  valorous  exploits  of 
the  young  knight,  seated  him  by  his  side ;  conferred  on  him  a 
principal  command  in  his  armies ;  and  permitted  him  to  be 
solemnly  united  to  his  mistress  in  one  of  the  Christian  churches 
which  were  tolerated  in  his  dominions.     He  even  expressed 
his  wish  to  be  instructed  in  our  holy  religion ;  and,  by  the 
ndvice  of  Blanchefleur,  renoxmced  his  wicked  habit  of  changing 
bis  wives  annually,  and  gave  his  hand  to  the  lovely  Clarice. 
The  festivals  instituted  in  honour  of  this  maiTiage  were 
«careely  finished,  when  Florice  received  the  news  of  hi« 
Other's  death,  and  the  invitation  of  his  btironage  to  take  pos- 
flessioa  of  the  throne  of  Murcia;   but  notwithstanding  hi8 
anxiety  to  revisit  his  mother,  he  could  not  immediately  teai* 
himself  from  the    amiral,    his    new  convert,  nor  separate 
Blanchefleur  from  the  amiable  Clarice :  so 

Thev  betaught  the  amiral  our  Bright,^ 
And  they  came  home  when  they  might, 
And  let  crown  him  to  king, 
And  her  to  queen,  that  sweet  thing ; 
And  tmderfong  Christendom*  of  priestes  bond, 
And  thonked  God  of  all  his  sond. 
Now  ben  they  both  dead, 
Christ  of  hea^ven  home  their  souls  led. 
Now  is  this  tale  brought  to  an  end. 
Of  Florice  and  of  his  leman  hend. 
*  Oar  Lord.  >  Received  baptism* 
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A  copy  of  the  following  romance  is  preBerred  in  the  Pdblic  Library  at 
Cambridge,^  and  another  in  the  Harleian  MSS.  1701,  from  which  ny 
transcript  was  made.  It  was  never  printed.  Warton  having  already 
analysed  it,  I  have  compressed  the  following  abetract  as  much  as  poasibfe, 
and  have  avdded  a  repetition  of  such  extmcta  aa  were  already  beCoietbe 
public. 

Mr.  Warton  has  justly  observed,  that  the  history  of  the  Emperar 
Jovinian,  in  the  59th  chapter  of  the  Gesta  Romanoram,  is  nearly  iden- 
tical with  this  romance.  The  incidents,  however,  are  not  exactly  aiiaiiBr, 
and  in  some  of  these  the  Latin  prose  has  a  mamiffiit  advantage  over  the 
minstrel  poem. 


BoBEBT,  king  of  Sicily,  brother  to  Pope  Urban  and  to  Yak* 
mond,  emperor  of  Gmoany,  was  among  tiie  moat  pofwerM 
and  valorous  princes  of  Europe ;  but  his  arrogance  waa  tdA 
more  conspicuous  than  his  power  or  his  vabor.  Constaai^ 
occupied  by  the  survey  of  his  present  greatneas,  or  by  projeoli 
for  its  future  extension,  he  considered  the  perfionnance  or  his 
religious  duties  as  insufferably  tedious ;  «aid  never  paid  his 
adoraticms  to  the  Supreme  Bemg  without  evident  rcdnotanee 
and  disgust.  His  guilt  was  great ;  and  his  punisihmeiiA  was 
speedy  and  exempbffy. 

Once  upon  a  tune,  being  present  during  vespers  on  liie  eve 
of  St.  Jolm,  his  attention  was  excited  by  the  following  pas- 
sage in  the  Magnificat ;  ^'  deposuit  potentes  de  sede,  ct  enlt- 
avit  humiles."  He  inquired  dT  a  derk  the  meaning  of  theie 
words ;  and,  having  heard  the  explanation,  replied  that  aach 
expressions  were  very  foolish,  since  he,  being  the  veiy  flower 
of  chivalry,  was  too  mighty  to  be  tiirown  down  from  his«eat, 
and  had  no  apprehension  of  seeing  others  exalted  at  his  ex- 
pense. The  derk  did  not  presume  to  attemi^t  any  remon- 
strance ;  the  service  ocmtinued ;  Robert  thought  it  longer  and 
more  tedious  than  ever,  and  at  last  Mi  fost  adfeep. 

His  slumber  was  not  interrupted,  nor  indeed  noticed  by 
any  of  the  congregation,  because  an  angel  having  in  the  mean 
time  assumed  his  features,  together  widi  Ihe  royal  robes,  had 
been  attended  by  the  usual  officers  to  the  palace,  where  sup- 
per was  immediately  served.   Robert,  however,  awaked  at  the 

>  MS.  Cantab.  Ff.  ii.  38.  Xliis  version  is  printed  in  HaQiiPeIl*s  Nogs 
PoeticsB,  1844. 
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dose  of  day;  was  much  astonished  by  the  darkness  of  the 
church,  and  not  less  so  by  the  solitude  which  surrounded  him. 
He  began  to  call  loudly  for  his  attendants,  and  at  length 
attracted  the  notice  of  the  sexton,  who,  conceiying  him  to  be 
a  thief  secreted  in  the  church  for  the  purpose  of  stealing  the 
sacred  ornaments,  approached  the  door  with  some  precaution, 
and  transmitted  his  suspicions  through  the  key-hole.  Robert 
indignantly  repelled  this  accusation,  affirming  that  he  was  the 
king ;  upon  which  the  sexton,  persuaded  that  he  had  lost  his 
senses,  and  not  at  all  desirous  of  having  a  madman  imder  his 
care,  readily  opened  the  door,  and  was  glad  to  see  the  sup- 
posed maniac  run  with  all  speed  to  the  palace.  But  the  palace 
gates  were  shut ;  and  Rob^,  whose  temper  was  never  very 
enduring,  and  was  now  exasperated  by  rage  and  hunger, 
vainly  attempted  by  threats,  of  imprisonment,  and  even  of 
death,  to  subdue  the  contmnacy  of  the  porter.  While  the 
metamorphosed  monarch  was  venting  his  rage  at  the  gate, 
this  officer  hastened  to  the  hall,  and,  &lling  on  his  knees, 
requested  his  sovereign's  orders  concerning  a  madman  who 
loudly  asserted  his  right  to  the  throne.  The  angel  directed 
that  he  diould  be  imn^diately  admitted;  and  BoIk^ at  length 
appeared,  covered  with  mud,  in  consequence  of  an  affiray  in 
which  he  had  flattened  the  porter's  nose,  and  had  been  him- 
self rolled  in  a  puddle  by  the  porter's  amstants. 

Without  paying  the  least  attention  to  these  accidental  cir- 
cumstances, or  to  the  clamours  of  the  wounded  man,  who 
loudly  demanded  justice,  he  rushed  up  to  the  throne;  and 
though  a  good  deial  startled  at  finding  not  only  that,  and  all 
the  attribi^tes  of  royalty,  but  even  his  complete  set  of  features, 
in  the  possession  of  another,  he  boldhf  proceeded  to  treat  tihe 
angel  as  an  impostor,  threatening  him  with  the  vengeance  of 
the  pope  and  of  the  emperor,  who,  he  thought,  coidd  not  fail 
of  distinguishing  the  true  from  the  fictitious  sovereign  of 
Sicily. 

''  Thou  art  my  fool!"  said  the  angel ; 

Thou  shalt  be  e&om,  every  deal. 

Like  a  fool,  a  fool  to  be : 

For  thou  hast  now  no  dignity. 

Thine  coimsellor  shall  be  an  ape; 

And  o  clothing  you  shaU  be  shape«— 

He  shall  ben  thine  own  fbre : 

Some  wit  of  him  thou  might  lete. 
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Hounds,  how  so  it  be&Ue, 

Shall  eat  with  thee  in  the  hall. 

Thou  shalt  eaten  on  the  ground; 

Thy  sayer'  shall  ben  an  hound, 

To  assay  thy  meat  before  thee; 

For  thou  hast  lore  thy  dignity!" 
He  deped  a  barber  him  before. 

That,  as  a  fool,  he  should  be  shore. 

All  aroimd  like  a  frere. 

An  hand-brede'  above  the  ear; 

And  on  his  crown  maken  a  cross.' 

He  gan  cry  and  make  noise; 

And  said  tiiey  shoidd  all  abye. 

That  did  him  swich  yillainy ! 
Thus  was  Robert  reduced  to  the  lowest  state  of  human 
degradation ;  an  object  of  contempt  and  derision  to  those  whom 
he  had  been  accustomed  to  despise;  often  sufiering  from  hun- 
ger and  thirst;  and  seeing  his  sufferings  inspire  no  moru 
compassion  than  those  of  the  animals  with  whom  he  shared 
his  precarious  and  disgusting  repast.  Yet  his  pride  and  petu- 
lance were  not  subdued.  To  the  frequent  inquiries  of  th<* 
angel  whether  he  still  thought  himself  a  king,  he  continued 
to  answer  by  haughty  denimciations  of  vengeance,  and  was 
incensed  almost  to  madness  when  this  reply  excited,  as  it  c(m- 
stantly  did,  a  general  burst  of  laughter. 

In  the  mean  time  Robert's  dominions  were  admirably  go- 
verned by  his  angelic  substitute.  The  coimtry,  always  firuit£il. 
became  a  paragon  of  fertility;  abuses  were  checked  by  a 
severe  adnunistration  of  equal  justice;  and,  for  a  time,  all 
evil  propensities  seemed  to  be  eradicated  from  the  hearts  of 
tlie  happy  Sicilians — 

Every  man  loved  well  other; 

Better  love  was  never  with  brothci'. 

In  his  time  was  never  no  strife 

Between  man  and  his  wife: 

Then  was  this  a  joyful  thing 

In  land  to  have  swich  a  king. 
At  the  end  of  about  three  years  arrived  a  solemn  embassy 
from  Sir  Yalemond  the  emperor,  requesting  that  Robert  would 

I  Taster.  ■  A  hand's  breadth. 

*  The  costom  of  sharing  fools,  so  as  to  give  them  in  some  measure  tbe 
appearance  of  frian,  is  frequently  noticed  in  our  oldest  romances. 
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join  him,  on  Holy  Thursday,  at  Rome,  whither  he  proposed  to 
jro  on  a  visit  to  his  brother  Urban.  The  angel  welcomed  the 
ambassadors;  bestowed  on  them  garments  lined  with  ermine 
and  embroidered  with  jewels,  so  exquisitely  wrought  as  to 
excite  universal  astonishment;  and  departed  in  their  company 
to  IU>mc. — 

The  fool  Robert  also  went. 

Clothed  in  loathly  gaiiiement. 

With  fox-tails  riven  all  about: 

Men  might  have  knowen  in  the  rout. 

An  ape  rode  of  his  clothing; 

So  foul  rode  never  king. 
These  strange  figures,   contrasted  with  the  unparalleled 
magnificence  of  the  angel  and  his  attendants,  produced  infinite 
merriment  among  the  spectators,  whoso  shouts  of  admiration 
were  enlivened  by  frequent  peals  of  laughter. 

Robert  witnessed,  in  sullen  silence,  the  demonstrations  of 
afiTectionate  regard  with  which  the  pope  and  the  empei*or 
welcomed  their  supposed  brother ;  but  at  length,  rushing  for- 
ward^  bitterly  reproached  them  for  thus  joining  in  an  unna- 
tural conspiracy  with  the  usurper  of  his  throne.  This  violent 
sally,  however,  was  received  by  his  brothers,  and  by  the  whole 
papal  court,  as  an  undoubted  proof  of  his  madness;  and  ho 
now  learnt  for  the  first  time  the  real  extent  of  his  misfortune. 
His  stubbornness  and  pride  gave  way,  and  were  succeeded  by 
Kcntiments  of  remorse  and  penitence. 

We  have  already  seen  that  he  was  not  very  profoundly 
versed  in  Scripture  history,  but  he  now  fortunately  recollected 
two  examples  which  he  considered  as  nearly  similar  to  his 
own;  those  of  Nebuchadncssar  and  Holofemes.  Recalling  to 
his  mind  their  greatness  and  degradation,  he  observed  that 
(rod  alone  had  bestowed  on  them  that  power  which  he  aftcr- 
wai-ds  annihilated — 

'*  So  hath  he  mine,  for  my  gult; 

Now  am  I  full  lowe  pult;* 

And  that  is  right  that  I  so  be : 

Lord,  on  thy  fool  have  thou  pite! 

That  error  hath  made  me  to  smart 

That  I  had  in  my  heart; 

Lord,  I  leved  not  on  thee: 

Lord,  on  thy  fool  have  thou  pit^. 

1  Pat—See  HalliwelVs  Dictionary,  p.  65  K 
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Holjwrit  I  bad  in  despite; 

Thimiore  reaved  is  my  right; 

Therefore  is  right  a  fool  that  I  be . 

LoidTof  thy  focdhave  thou  pit^,"  &c. 
Hie  sinemty  oi  bis  contrition  is  evinced,  in  the  origiBsl, 
by  a  long  series  of  such  stanzas,  with  HtUe  Tariation  of  thmig^ 
or  expression ;  but  the  foregoing  specimen  will,  perhaps,  suf- 
fice for  the  satisfoction  of  the  raider. 

After  five  weeks  spent  in  Rome,  the  emperor,  and  the  sup- 
posed King  of  Sicily,  returned  to  their  respectiye  dominions, 
Kobert  being  still  accoutred  in  his  fox-tails  and  accompanied 
by  his  ape,  whom  he  now  ceased  to  consider  as  his  ii^rior. 
When  returned  to  the  palace,  the  angel,  before  the  whole 
court,  repeated  his  usual  question;  but  the  penitent,  for  from 
perseyering  in  his  former  insolence,  humbly  replied,  '^tbat 
he  was  indeed  a  fool,  or  worse  than  a  fool ;  but  that  he  had  at 
least  acquired  a  perfect  indifiSsrence  for  all  worldly  dignities.'* 
The  attendants  were  now  ordered  to  retire:  and  the  angel, 
being  left  alone  with  Robert,  informed  him  that  his  sins  were 
foi^yen;  gave  him  a  few  salutary  admonitions,  and  added, 
^  I  am  an  angel  of 'renown 

Sent  to  keep  diy  regioun. 

More  joy  me  shall  foil 

In  heaven,  among  mine  feren  all, 

In  an  hour  of  a  day, 

Than  here,  I  thee  say. 

In  an  hundred  thousand  year; 

Though  all  the  world,  for  and  near. 

Were  mine  at  my  liking: 

I  am  an  angel;  thou  art  king!" 
With  these  words  he  disappeared ;  and  Robert,  returning  to 
the  hall,  received,  not  without  some  surprise  and  confusioB, 
the  usual  salutations  of  the  courtiers. 

From  this  period  he  continued,  during  three  years,  to  reign 
with  so  much  justice  and  wisdom  that  his  subjects  had  no 
cause  to  regret  the  change  of  their  sovereign ;  after  which, 
being  wam^  by  the  angel  of  his  approaching  dissolution,  he 
dictated  to  his  secretaries  a  full  account  of  his  former  per- 
verseness,  and  of  its  strange  punishment;  and,  having  sealed 
it  with  the  royal  signet,  oxdeied  it  to  be  sent,  for  the  edifica- 
tion of  his  brothers,  to  Rome  and  Vienna.  Both  received, 
with  due  respect,  the  important  lesson:  the  emperor  often 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


UB  ISTTKBRAJSI.  479 

reeoUected  witJi  tenderness  and  compassion  the  d^raded 
sitiHition  of  the  yaliant  Robert;  and  the  pope,  besides  availing 
himself  of  the  story  in  a  number  of  sermons  addressed  to  the 
fiuthftil,  caused  it  to  be  carefully  preserved  ifi  the  archives  of 
the  Vatican,  as  a  constant  warning  against  pride,  and  an 
incitement  to  the  performance  of  our  religious  duties. 


SIR  ISUMBRAS. 


Tin  foUowmg  romance  is  abridged  from  the  MS.  copy  ia  the  library 
of  Cains  College,  A.  ix.,  collated  with  the  printed  copy  in  Mr.  Garridc's 
plays.     It  consists  of  130  six-lined  stanzas.^ 


Thmre  was  once  a  kni^t,  who  from  his  earHest  infancy 
i^peared  to  be  the  peculiar  &vourite  of  fortune.  His  birth 
was  noble;  his  person  equally  remarkable  for  strength  and 
beauty;  his  possessions  so  extensive  as  to  furnish  the  amuse- 
ments of  hawking  and  hunting  in  the  highest  perfection. 
Tluiagh  he  had  found  no  opportunity  of  signalling  his  cou' 
rage  in  war,  he  had  borne  away  the  prize  at  numberless  tour- 
naments; his  courtesy  was  the  theme  of  general  praise;  his 
hall  was  the  seat  of  unceasing  plenty ;  it  was  crowded  with 
minstrels,  whom  he  entertained  with  princely  liberality,  and 
the  possession  of  a  beautiM  wife  and  three  lovely  children 
completed  the  sum  of  earthly  happiness. 

Sur  Isumbras  had  many  virtues;  but  he  had  one  vice.  In 
the  pride  of  his  heart  he  forgot  the  Giver  of  all  good  things, 
and  considered  the  blessings  so  abundantly  showered  upon 
him,  as  the  proper  and  just  reward  of  his  distinguished  merit. 
Instances  of  this  overweening  presumption  might  perhaps  be 
found  in  aU  ages  among  the  possessors  of  we^th  and  power; 
but  few  sinners  have  the  good  fortune  to  be  recalled,  like  Sir 
Isumbras,  by  a  severe  but  salutary  punishment,  to  the  pious 
sentiments  of  Christian  humility. 

>  Thifl  romance  is  printed  from  a  MS.  at  Lincoln  in  the  Thornton 
Romances,  edited  by  Halliwell,  1844.  No  French  original  of  it  has  been 
discorered,  bnt  it  is  most  probable  that  it  was  derired  from  the  Anglo- 
Nofinaa. 
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It  was  usual  with  knights  to  amuse  themselves  with  hawk- 
ing or  hunting  whenever  they  were  not  occupied  hy  m«e 
Kcrious  business;  and  as  business  seldom  intervened,  they 
thus  amused  themselves  every  day  in  the  year.  One  morning, 
being  mounted  on  his  &vourite  steed,  surrounded  by  his  dogs, 
and  >vith  a  hawk  on  his  fist,  Sir  Isumbras  cast  his  eyes  on  tiie 
sky,  and  discovered  an  angel,  who,  hovering  over  him,  re- 
proached him  with  his  pride,  and  announced  the  punishment 
of  instant  and  complete  degradation. 

The  terrified  culprit  immediately  fell  on  his  knees ;  acknow- 
ledged the  justice  of  his  sentence ;  returned  thanks  to  Heaven 
for  deigning  to  visit  him  with  adversity  while  the  possession 
of  youth  and  health  enabled  him  to  endure  it;  and,  filled  with 
contrition,  prepared  to  return  firom  the  forest.  But  scaroeh" 
had  the  angel  disappeared,  when  his  good  steed  suddenly  && 
dead  under  him;  the  hawk  dropped  from  his  fist;  his  hounds 
wasted  and  expired;  and  being  thus  left  alone,  he  hastened  on 
foot  towards  his  palace,  filled  with  melancholy  forebodings, 
but  impatient  to  learn  the  whole  extent  of  his  misfortune. 

He  was  shortly  met  by  a  part  of  his  household,  who,  with 
many  tears,  informed  him  that  his  horses  and  oxen  had  been 
suddenly  struck  dead  with  lightning,  and  that  his  capons  were 
all  stung  to  death  with  adders.  He  received  the  tidings 
with  hiunble  resignation,  commanded  his  servants  to  abstftin 
fi-om^  murmurs  against  Providence,  and  passed  on.  He  was 
next  met  by  a  page,  who  related  that  his  castle  was  burned  to 
the  ground,  that  many  of  his  servants  had  lost  their  hves, 
and  that  his  wife  and  cliildren  had  with  great  difficult 
rscaped  from  the  fiames.  Sir  Isumbras,  rejoiced  that  Heaven 
had  yet  spared  those  who  were  most  dear  to  him,  bestowed 
ii])on  the  astonished  page  his  pmrse  of  gold  as  a  reward  lor 
the  intelligence. 

A  doleful  sight  then  gan  he  see; 

His  wife  and  children  three 
Out  of  the  fire  were  fled : 

rhere  they  sat,  under  a  thorn, 

Bare  and  naked  as  they  were  bom. 
Brought  out  of  their  bed. 

A  woful  man  then  was  he. 

When  he  saw  them  all  naked  be. 
llic  lady  said,  all  so  blive, 
"  For  nothing,  sir,  be  ye  adrad." 
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He  did  off  Im  surcote  of  pallode,' 
And  with  it  dad  his  wife. 

His  scarlet  mantle  then  shore  he; 

Therein  he  closed  his  children  three 
That  nokcd  before  him  stood. 
He  then  proposed  to  his  wife,  that,  as  an  expiation  of  their 
sins,  they  shomd  instantly  undertake  a  pilgnmage  to  Jeru- 
salem; and,  cutting  with  his  knife  a  sign  of  the  cross  on  his 
naked  shoulder,  set  off  with  the  four  companions  of  his  misery, 
resolying  to  b^  his  bread  till  he  should  arriye  at  the  holy 
sepulchre. 

After  passing  through  ^'seyen  lands,"  supported  by  the 
scanty  alms  of  the  charitable,  they  arriyed  at  length  at  a  forest 
where  they  wandered  during  three  days  without  meeting  a 
angle  habitation.  Their  food  was  reduced  to  the  few  berries 
which  they  were  able  to  collect;  and  the  children,  imaccus- 
tomed  to  such  hard  &rc,  began  to  sink  under  the  accumulated 
difficulties  of  their  journey.  In  this  situation  they  were 
stopped  by  a  ^vide  and  rapid  though  shallow  riyer.  Sir 
Isumbras,  taking  his  eldest  son  in  his  arms,  carried  him  oyer 
to  the  opposite  bank,  and,  placing  him  under  a  bush  of  broom, 
directed  him  to  dry  his  tears,  and  amuse  himself  by  playing 
with  the  blossoms  till  his  return  with  his  brother.  But 
scarcely  had  he  left  the  place,  when  a  lion,  starting  from  a 
neighbouring  thicket,  seized  the  child,  and  bore  lum  away 
into  the  recesses  of  the  forest.  The  second  son  became,  in 
like  manner,  the  prey  of  an  enormous  leopard;  and  the  dis- 
consolate mother,  when  carried  oyer  with  her  in&nt  to  the 
&tal  spot,  was  with  difficulty  persuaded  to  surviye  Ihe  loss  of 
her  two  elder  children.  Sir  Isumbras,  though  he  could  not 
represa  the  tears  extorted  by  this  cruel  calamity,  exerted  him- 
seu  to  console  his  wife,  ancl  humbly  confessing  his  sins,  con- 
tented himself  with  praying  that  his  present  misery  might  be 
accepted  by  Heayen  as  a  partial  expiation. 

Through  forest  they  went  days  three. 

Till  they  came  to  the  Greekish  sea; 
They  grette,  and  were  full  wo! 

As  they  stood  upon  the  land. 

They  saw  a  fleet  come  sailand. 
Three  hundred  ships  and  mo. 

1  PaUta,  1st.  {Paletot,  O.  Fr.)  sometimes  sigiiifymg  a  particiilar  stnil^ 
and  sometimes  a  particular  dress.    See  Da  Gauge. 
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With  toiMMrtds  set  aa-loft, 
Kichly  wen  were  they  wrou^it, 

With  jQiy  and  midde  {icide: 
A  heath)ai  king  was  therein. 
That  Christendom  came  to  inn; 
His  power  was  full  wide. 
It  was  now  seven  days  sinoe  the  pOgrims  had  tMtod  bread 
ar  meat;  the  soudan's  galley,  therefore,  was  no  sooner  mooni 
to  the  beach,  than  they  hastened  on  board  to  beg  lor  food. 
The  sottdan,  mider  the  apprehension  that  tbey  were  apies, 
ordered  them  to  be  driven  back  on  shore :  but  lus  attendanti 
observed  to  him  that  these  coold  not  be  common  beggars; 
that  the  robust  limbs  and  tall  stature  of  the  husband  pioved 
him  to  be  a  knight  in  disguise;  and  that  the  delicate  earn* 
plexion  of  the  wife,  who  was  ''  bright  as  blossom  on  tree,"^ 
formed  a  striking  contrast  to  the  ra^ed  apparel  by  winoh  Ae 
was  very  imperfectly  covered.  They  were  now  brou^^t  into 
the  royal  presence;  and  the  soudan,  addressmg  Sir  Isumfafss, 
immediately  offered  him  as  much  treasure  as  he  should  re^ 
quire,  on  condition  that  he  should  renounce  Christiamty,  aad 
cons^  to  fight  imder  the  Baraeen  banners.  The  answer 
was  a  respectful  but  peremptory  refusal,  concluded  by  an 
earnest  petition  for  a  litde  food;  but  the  soudan,  having  bf 
this  time  turned  his  eyes  from  Sir  Isumfaras  to  the  bean* 
tiful  companion  of  his  pilgrimage,  paid  no  attention  to  hit 
request; 

The  soudan  beiidd  that  lady  there. 
Him  thought  an  angel  that  she  were, 
Oomen  a-down  £nom  heaven: 
^  Man!  I  will  give  thee  gold  and  fee. 
An  thou  that  woman  will  sellen  me, 

More  than  thou  can  neven. 
I  will  thee  given  an  hundred  pound 
Of  pennies  that  ben  whole  and  round. 

And  rich  robes  seven: 
She  shall  be  queen  of  my  land. 
And  all  men  bow  unto  her  hand. 

And  none  withstand  her  steven." 
Sir  Isumfaras  said,  '^  Nay! 
My  wife  I  will  nought  siell  away. 
Though  ye  me  for  her  sloo! 
'  Name.  *  Yoioe,  t.<.  rosftmani. 
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I  weddfid  her  in  Godis  lay» 
To  hold  her  to  siine  endui^  day. 
Both  for  weal  and  wo/' 

It  OTidently  wonld  retpiiiie  no  anudl  ihare  of  casuistiy  to 
constme  this  declaration  into  an  a«ceptanee  of  the  bar^^un; 
bat  the  SaiaoenB,  having  heard  the  o£Ger  of  their  Bovex^ga^ 
deliberately  counted  out  the  stipulated  sum  on  the  BMstle  of 
Sir  Immfana;  took  poaaoMHion  of  the  lady;  eanied  the  kaight 
with  his  in&nt  son  on  shore ;  beat  him  till  he  was  aaarc^y 
able  to  mo^e;  and  then  returned  for  further  orders. 

Donag  this  operation,  the  soudan,  wi&  own  baud,  plaoed 
tfa£  r^gal  crarwn  on  the  head  of  his  intended  biide:  but  reeoU 
keting  that  the  origuml  object  of  his  voyage  to  Europe  was 
to  conquer  it,  which  might  possibly  occasion  it  loss  of  some 
time,  he  delayed  his  mtended  nuptial,  and  ordered  a  fiist- 
saiUi^  ressel  to  convey  her  to  his  dominions,  providing  her 
at  the  same  time  with  a  charter  addressed  to  his  subjects,  in 
which  he  enjoioed  them  to  obey  her,  from  the  moment  of  her 
landing,  as  £heir  legitimate  sovereign. 

The  lady,  emboldened  by  these  tokens  of  deferenoe  on  the 
part  of  her  new  lord,  now  feU  on  her  knees  and  entreated  his 
pewnisidon  to  pass  a  few  moments  in  private  with  her  former 
LuBbaad;  and  the  request  was  instantly  granted  by  the  com- 
plaifiant  Saracen.  Sir  Isumbras,  still  smarting  from  his 
bruises,  was  conducted  with  great  respect  and  ceremony  to 
his  wife,  who,  embracing  him  with  tears,  earnestly  conjured 
him  to  seek  her  out  as  soon  as  possible  in  her  new  dominions, 
to  murder  his  infidel  riiral,  and  to  take  possession  of  a  throne 
which  was  probably  reserved  to  him  by  Heaven  as  an  indem- 
nification for  his  past  losses,  ^le  then  sujmlied  him  with 
provisions  for  a  fortnight;  kissed  him  and  her  infant  son; 
swooned  three  times;  and  then  set  sail  for  Africa. 

Sir  Isumbras,  who  had  been  set  on  shore  quite  confounded 
by  this  quick  succession  of  strange  adventures,  followed  tho 
Teasel  with  his  eyes  till  it  vamshed  from  his  sight,  and  then, 
taking  his  son  by  the  hand,  led  him  up  to  some  rocky  wood- 
lands in  the  neighbourhood.  Here  they  sat  down  under  a 
tree,  and  afrcr  a  short  repast,  which  was  moistened  with  their 
leaiB,  resumed  their  journey.  But  they  were  again  bewildered 
in  the  forest;  and,  siter  gaining  the  summit  of  the  mountain 
without  being  able  to  descry  a  single  habitation,  lay  down  on 
the  bare  gioimd  and  resigned  themselves  to  sle^. 
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The  next  morning  Sir  Isumbras  found  that  his  misfiyrtmiM 
were  not  yet  terminated.  He  had  carried  his  stock  of  provi- 
sions,  together  with  his  gold,  the  fatal  present  of  the  soudan, 
enveloped  in  a  scarlet  mantle ;  and  scarcely  had  the  smi  darted 
his  first  rays  on  the  earth,  when  an  eagle,  attracted  by  the 
red  cloth,  darted  down  upon  the  treasure  and  bore  it  off  in 
his  talons.  Sir  Isumbras,  waking  at  the  moment,  perceiTed 
tlie  theft,  and  for  some  tune  hastily  pursued  the  flight  of  the 
bird,  who,  he  expected,  would  speedily  drop  the  heaTv  and 
useless  burthen :  but  he  was  disappointed;  for  the  eagle,  con- 
stantly towering  as  he  approached  the  sea,  at  lenglii  directed 
his  flight  towai^  the  opposite  shore  of  Africa.  Sir  Isumhrss 
slowly  returned  to  his  child,  whom  he  had  no  longer  the 
means  of  feeding;  but  the  wretched  father  only  amved  in 
time  to  behold  the  boy  snatched  from  him  by  a  unicorn. 

The  knight  was  now  quite  disheartened.  But  his  last  Cft« 
lamity  was  so  evidently  miraculous,  that  even  the  grief  of  the 
&ther  was  nearly  absorbed  in  the  contrition  of  the  sinner. 
He  fell  on  his  knees,  and  uttering  a  most  fervent  prayer  to 
Jesus  and  the  Virgin,  proceeded  on  his  journey. 

His  attention  was  soon  attracted  by  the  sound  of  a  smith's 
bellows :  he  quickly  repaired  to  the  forge,  and  requested  the 
charitable  donation  of  a  little  food;  but  was  told  by  the  la- 
bourers that  he  seemed  well  able  to  work  as  they  did,  and  that 
they  had  nothing  to  throw  away  in  charity. 
Hien  answered  the  knight  again, 
"For  meat  would  I  swi^  fain." 
Fast  he  bare  and  drow;* 
They  given  him  meat  and  drink  anon. 
And  taughten  him  to  bear  stone: 
Then  had  he  shame  enow. 

This  novitiate  lasted  a  twelvemonth,  and  seven  vears  ex* 
pired  before  he  had  fully  attained  all  the  mysteries  of  his  new 
profession.  He  employed  his  few  leisure  hours  in  &bricating 
a  complete  suit  of  armour;  every  year  had  brought  to  his  ears 
an  account  of  the  progress  of  the  Saracens ;  and  he  could  not 
help  entertaining  a  hope  that  his  arm,  though  so  ignobly 
employed,  was  destined,  at  some  future  day,  to  revenge  the 
wrongs  of  the  Christians,  as  well  as  the  injury  which  he  had 
personally  received  from  the  unbelievers. 

At  length  he  heard  that  the  Christian  army  had  again  taken 
the  field ;  that  the  day  was  fixed  for  a  great  and  &al  effort; 
'  Labour.  •Drew. 
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and  that  a  plain  at  an  inconsiderable  distance  from  his  shop 
was  appointed  for  the  scene  of  action.  Sir  Isumbras  rose 
before  day,  buckled  on  his  armour;  and,  mounting  a  horse 
which  had  hitherto  been  employed  in  carrying  coals,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  field,  and  took  a  careful  survey  of  the  disposi- 
tion of  both  armies.  When  the  trumpets  gave  the  signal  to 
charge,  he  dismounted,  feU  on  his  Imees,  and  after  a  short 
but  fervent  prayer  to  Heaven,  again  sprang  into  his  saddle, 
and  rode  into  the  thickest  ranks  of  the  enemy.  His  tmcouth 
war-horse  and  awkward  armour  hod  scarcely  less  effect  than 
his  wonderful  address  and  courage  in  attractmg  the  attention 
of  both  parties;  and  when,  after  three  desperate  charges,  his 
sorry  steed  was  slain  under  him,  one  of  the  Christian  chiefs 
made  a  powerful  effort  for  his  rescue,  bore  him  to  a  neigh- 
bouring eminence,  and  presented  to  him  a  more  suitable  ooat 
of  armour,  and  a  horse  more  worthy  of  the  heroic  rider. 

When  he  was  armed  on  that  steed. 
It  is  seen  where  his  horse  yede. 

And  shall  be  evermore. 
As  sparkle  glides  off  the  glede,* 
In  that  stour  he  made  many  bleed. 

And  wrought  hem  wonder  sore. 
He  rode  up  into  the  mountain. 
The  soudan  soon  hath  he  slain. 

And  many  that  with  him  were* 
All  that  day  lasted  the  fight; 
Sir  Isumbras,  that  noble  kni^t. 

Wan  the  battle  there. 
Knights  and  squires  ban  him  sought, 
And  before  the  king  him  brought; 

FuU  sore  wounded  was  he.  '' 

They  asked  what  was  his  name; 
He  said,  '*  Sire,  a  smith's  man ; 

What  will  ye  do  with  me?" 
The  Christian  king  said,  than, 
**  I  trow  never  smith's  man 

In  war  was  half  so  wight." 
**^  I  bid*  you,  give  me  meat  and  drink. 
And  what  that  I  will  after  think. 

Till  I  have  kevered*  my  might." 


'Went. 


s  Bnniiig  ooal* 
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7be  kisg  a  great  ««tfa  swaie^ 
As  soon  as  he  wheie  were. 

That  be  would  dab  him  kaight 
la  a  nimnery  they  lum  leared. 
To  heal  the  woimda  in  his  heved. 

That  he  took  in  that  fight. 
The  nuB8  of  him  were  lol  fidn, 
For  he  haci  the  eoadaa  akin. 

And  many  heathen  hoonds; 
For  hia  eorrow  they  gaa  sore  r«e; 
Every  day  they  aelved  him  new, 
And  atepped  weB  hia  woonda. 
We  may  fidrly  presame,  without  derogaltBff'  from  tiie  merit 
of  the  holy  siafeers,  or  from  the  virtae  of  meir  aiAves  and 
bmidagea,  that  the  knight's  reoo?ery  waa  no  kaa  aocdenlri 
by  the  pleaame  of  having  ehaatized  the  iasrient  purdiaaer  of 
his  wife,  and  the  author  of  hia  eontumeUoua  beating.     In  a 
few  days  his  health  waa  restored;  and,  having  provided  him- 
self with  a  '*  scrip  and  pike,*'  and  the  other  aacoatrements  of 
a  Palmer,  he  took  hia  leave  of  the  nnaa,  directed  his  stepa 
once  more  to  the  *'  Greekish  8ea,''  and,  enibarking  on  boaid 
of  a  vessel  which  he  found  ready  to  eail,  speedily  arrived  in 
the  port  of  Acre. 

During  seven  ycam,  whidi  were  employed  in  visiting  eveiv 
part  of  tne  Holy  Land,  the  penitent  Sir  Isumbras  led  a  lin 
of  continued  labour  and  moitifieation;  fed  daring  the  day  by 
the  precarious  contribotiona  of  the  eharitaMe,  and  sleeping  at 
liight  in  the  open  air,  without  any  addition  to  the  acanty 
covering  which  hia  pilgrim'a  weeds,  after  seven  years'  service, 
were  able  to  ttSard.  At  length  his  patience  and  contritioD 
were  rewarded. 

After  a  day  spent  in  fruitleaa  i^plieatioaa  for  a  little 
food. 

Beside  the  burgh  of  Jemnitcm 
He  sat  him  by  a  weU-atream, 

Sore  wepand  for  hk  ain. 
And  as  he  aat,  about  midnif^ 
There  came  aagd  fair  and  bright^ 

And  bronght  him  bread  and  wine; 
He  said, ''  Palmer,  well  thou  be! 
The  King  of  heaven  greeteth  well  thee; 
Forgive^  is  sin  thine." 
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Sir  IiiuimUiMi  accepted  widi  pioiu  gratitude  the  donatioii  of 
Ibod,  hy  which  his  strength  whs  instantly  restored,  and  again 
et  o«t  OB  his  txavds :  but  be  was  still  a  widower;  stiU  de* 
faired  of  hia  chikiren,  and  as  pear  as  e^er;  nor  had  his  hea- 
venly monitor  afforded  him  any  hint  fbr  his  future  guidance. 
He  wandered  therefore  through  the  country,  without  any 
setded  purpose,  till  he  arrired  at  a  ^  rich  bur^"  built  round 
a  **•  fair  castle,''  the  possessor  of  which,  he  was  told,  was  a 
charitable  queen,  who  daily  distributed  a  florin  of  gold  to 
every  poor  man  who  approadied  her  gates,  and  even  conde- 
scended to  provide  food  and  lodging  within  her  palace  for 
sach  as  were  disdnguished  by  superior  misery.  Sir  Isumbms 
ytcacnted  himsdf  with  the  rest;  and  his  emadated  form  and 
squalid  garments  procured  him  instant  admittance. 

The  Ml  queen  in  hall  wis  set; 

Kmghts  her  served,  at  hand  and  feet. 
In  ridi  robes  of  pall : 

In  the  floor  a  cloth  was  laid; 
""The  poor  Palmer,"  the  steward  said, 

'*  Shall  sit  above  you  alL" 

Meat  and  drink  forth  they  brought; 

He  sat  still,  and  ate  right  nought. 
But  k)oked  about  the  hall. 

So  midde  he  saw  of  game  and  glee, 

(Swidie  mirths  he  was  wont  to  see) 
The  tears  he  let  down  folL 
A  conduct  so  unusual  attracted  the  attention  of  the  whole 
company,  and  even  of  the  queen,  who  ordering  "  a  chair  with 
a  cushion"  to  be  placed  near  the  Palmer,  took  her  seat  in  it, 
entered  into  conversation  with  him  on  the  subject  of  his  lone 
and  painful  pilgrimage,  and  was  mudi  edifled  by  the  mord 
lessons  which  he  interspersed  in  his  narrative.  But  no  im- 
portunity could  induce  him  to  taste  food:  he  was  sick  at 
heart,  and  required  the  aid  of  solitary  meditation  to  overcome 
the  painful  recollections  whidi  continually  assailed  him.  The 
queen  was  more  and  more  astonished,  but  at  length  left  him 
to  his  reflections,  after  declaring  that  '*  for  her  lord's  soul,  or 
for  his  love,  if  he  were  still  alive,"  she  was  determined  to 
letain  the  holy  Pahner  in  her  palace,  and  to  assign  hm  a 
oonvenient  apartment,  together  with  a  "  knave"  or  servant  to 
Mtendhim. 

An  interval  of  fifteen  yeais^  passed  in  the  laborious  occu- 
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patioDfl  of  blacksmith  and  pilgrim,  may  be  sapposed  to  bave 
produced  a  very  considerable  alteration  in  the  appearance  of 
Sir  Isumbras;  and  even  bis  voice,  subdued  by  disease  and 
penance,  may  have  £uled  to  detect  the  gallant  knight  under 
the  disguise  which  he  had  so  long  assumed.  But  that  his  wife 
(for  such  she  was)  should  have  been  equally  altered  by  the 
sole  operation  of  time ;  that  the  air  and  gestures  and  accents 
of  a  person  once  so  dear  and  so  familiar  to  him,  should  have 
awakened  no  trace  of  recollection  in  the  mind  of  a  husband, 
though  in  the  midst  of  scenes  which  painfully  recalled  the 
memory  of  his  former  splendour,  is  more  extraordinary.  Be 
this  as  it  may,  the  knight  and  the  queen,  though  lodged  under 
the  same  roof,  and  passing  much  of  their  tune  togeuier,  con- 
tinued to  bewail  the  miseries  of  their  protracted  widowhood. 
Sir  Isumbras,  however,  speedily  recovered,  in  the  plentifbl 
court  of  the  rich  queen,  his  health  and  strength,  fuid  with 
these,  the  desire  of  returning  to  his  former  exercises.  A 
tournament  was  proclaimed;  and  the  lists,  which  were  formed 
immediately  under  the  windows  of  the  <^stle,  were  speedily 
occupied  by  a  number  of  Saracen  knights,  all  of  whom  Sir 
Isumbras  successively  overthrew.  So  dreadful  was  the  stroke 
of  his  spear,  that  many  were  killed  at  the  first  encounter; 
some  escaped  with  a  few  broken  bones ;  others  were  throim 
headlong  into  the  castle  ditch;  but  the  greater  number  con- 
sulted meir  safety  by  a  timely  flight;  while  the  queen  con- 
templated with  pleasure  and  astonishment  the  unparalleled 
exploits  of  her  favourite  Palmer. 

Then  fell  it,  upon  a  day. 

The  knight  went  him  for  to  jilay. 

As  it  was  eie  his  kind; 
A  fowl's  nest  he  found  on  hifi^h; 
A  red  cloth  therein  he  seygh^ 

Wavand*  in  the  wind. 
To  the  nest  he  gan  win;' 
Ilis  own  mantle  he  found  therein; 
The  gold  there  gan  he  find. 
The  painful  recollection  awakened  by  this  discovery  weighed 
heavily  on  the  soul  of  Sir  Isumbras.      He  bore  the  fatal 
treasure  to  his  chamber,   concealed  it  under  his  bed,  and 
went  the  remainder  of  the  day  in  tears  and  lamentations. 
Xhe  images  of  his  lost  wife  and  children  now  b^^an  to  haunt 
*Saw.  •WaTiiig.  •Go, 
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iiim  continually;  and  his  altered  demeanour  attracted  the 
attention  and  excited  the  curiosity  of  the  whole  court,  and 
even  of  the  queen,  who  could  only  learn  from  the  Palmer's 
attendant  that  his  melancholy  seemed  to  orimnate  in  the  dis- 
covery of  something  found  in  a  bird's  nest.  With  this  strange 
report  she  was  compelled  to  be  satisfied,  till  Sir  Isumbras, 
with  the  hope  of  dissipating  his  grief,  began  to  resume  his 
usual  exercises  in  the  field :  but  no  sooner  had  he  qidtted  his 
diamber,  than  the  "  squires"  by  her  command  broke  open  the 
door,  disoovered  the  treasure,  and  hastened  with  it  to  the 
royal  apartment. 

The  sight  of  the  gold  and  of  the  scarlet  mantle  immediately 
explained  to  the  queen  the  whole  mystery  of  the  Palmer's 
behaviour.  She  burst  into  tears;  kissed  with  fervent  devotion 
the  memorial  of  her  lost  husband;  fell  into  a  swoon;  and,  on 
her  recovery,  told  the  whole  story  to  her  attendants,  and  en- 
joined them  to  go  in  quest  of  the  Palmer,  and  to  bring  him 
immediately  before  her.  A  short  explanation  removed  her 
lew  remaining  doubts;  she  threw  hers^ into  the  aims  of  her 
husband,  and  the  re-union  of  this  long  separated  couple  was 
immediately  followed  by  the  coronation  of  Sir  Isumbras,  and 
by  a  long  series  of  festivities. 

The  Saracen  subjects  of  this  Christian  sovereign  continued, 
with  unshaken  loyalty,  to  partake  of  the  plenteous  entertain-p 
ments  provided  for  all  ranks  of  people  on  this  solemn  occa- 
sion :  but  no  sooner  had  the  pious  Isumbras  signified  to  them 
the  necessity  of  their  immediate  conversion,  than  his  whole 
*«  parliament'  adopted  the  resolution  of  deposing  and  com- 
mitting to  the  flames  their  newly-acquired  sovereign,  as  soon 
as  they  should  have  obtained  the  concurrence  of  the  neigh- 
bouring princes.  Two  of  these  readily  joined  their  forces  for 
the  accomplishment  of  this  salutary  purpose,  and,  invading 
the  territories  of  Sir  Isumbras  with  an  army  of  thirty  thousand 
men,  sent  him,  according  to  usual  custom,  a  solemn  defiance. 

Sir  Isumbras  boldly  answered  the  defiance,   issued  the 
necessary  orders,  called  for  his  arms,  sprang  upon  his  horse, 
and  prepared  to  march  out  against  the  enemy;  when  he  dis- 
covered that  his  subjects  had,  to  a  man,  abandoned  him,  and 
that  he  must  encounter  singly  the  whole  host  of  the  invaders. 
Sir  Isumbras  was  bold  and  keen. 
And  took  his  leave  at  the  queen. 
And  sighed  wonder  sore; 
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He  said,  *^MadaEin,  ha^e  good  dajl 

Sekerly,  as  you  I  say. 
For  BOW  and  evermore!** 
"  Hdp  me,  sir,  that  I  were  digbt 

In  arms,  aa  it  were  a  knigltt; 
I  win  with  you  fare: 

Gif  God  woald  na  graee  send 

That  we  may  together  end, 
ThetL  done  were  all  my  care." 

SooB  wae  tiie  lady  digkt 

In  arms,  as  it  were  a  knight; 
He  gave  her  speaar  and  shield : 

Again  thirty  tfaoosand  Saracens,  and  mo. 

There  came  no  mo  bat  they  two. 
When  they  met  in  Md. 
Never,  pfobably,  did  a  contest  take  place  between  sach 
dispropoitzoned  fovees.  ^  Ismnferaa  wae  rather  CTeundsoed 
thanaaosted  by  the  presence  of  his  beantifiil  bat  feeUe  hd^ 
mate;  and  ^be  ifiuthfoi  eouple  woe  on  Ihe  point  cf  benig 
crushed  by  the  charge  of  the  enemy,  when  tinee  xaAaawn 
kmghts  soddeidy  made  their  appeazance,  md  aa  soddadhf 
turned  the  fortune  of  the  day.  The  first  of  tfaeae  waa  moanted 
on  a  lion,  the  seoMid  on  a  leopard,  and  the  third  on  a  am- 
com.  The  Saiaoen  cavalry,  at  the  first  ssg^  of  these  imex- 
peeted  antagonkts,  diiqierBed  in  all  direeti<»is.  But  fiigfai 
and  resistance  were  equally  hopeless:  three-and-twenty  thoa- 
sand  unbelievers  were  soon  laid  HMess  <m  the  phiin  by  tiie 
talons  of  Ihe  lion  and  leopard,  by  the  resistless  horn  of  the 
imicom,  or  by  the  sword  of  their  yonng  and  intrepid  riden; 
and  the  small  remnant  of  the  Saracen  army  who  escaped  firom 
the  general  carnage  quickly  spread,  through  every  comer  of 
the  Mahometan  empire,  tne  news  of  tins  signal  and  tnAf 
miiaculoaa  vktary. 

Sir  Ismnbraa,  who  does  net  aeem  to  haive  possessed  die 
talent  of  imravelHng  mysteries,  had  never  suspeeted  that  bis 
three  miraculous  auxiliaries  were  his  own  csildren,  whom 
Providence  had  sent  to  his  asastance  at  the  moment  of  his 
greatest  distress;  but  he  was  not  the  less  thankfid  when 
informed  of  the  happy  termination  of  all  his  calamities.  ThfB 
royal  family  were  received  in  tibie  city  with  every  demonstnt- 
tion  of  joy  by  his  penitent  subjects,  whose  loyalty  had  been 
completely  revived  by  the  recent  mixaii^.     Magnificent  en- 
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tertainmei^^vTOepnmded;  after  wM<^,  Sir  feiimbras,  hofing 
easOj  oremin  the  territories  of  his  two  Fsgan  nei^boois 
who  bad  been  slain  in  the  last  battle,  proceeded  to  coBqoer  a 
thnrd  kingdom  for  his  younger  son;  and  the  four  monarchs, 
uniting  their  efforts  for  the  propagaticm  of  the  true  fidth, 
enjoyed,  a»  the  romance  teUs  us,  the  happiness  of  witnees- 
kig  the  baptiam  <tf  all  the  in^Jntaots  of  their  zei^ective 

They  Hved  and  died  is  good  intent; 
Unto  heaTen  their  souls  went. 

When  that  they  dead  were. 
Jesu  Christ,  heaven's  king. 
Give  us,  aye,  his  blessing. 

And  shield  us  from  caie! 


SIR  TRIAMOUR. 


Hm  distnet  of  the  Moving  romaooD  has  been  aftde  from  tbe  copy 
ywatod  by  Williftin  C«p]aad,  oontaiaed  ia  tbe  Britiah  Mnaeaoi.  Biafaop 
pBfftf  Bientions  two  more  printed  copies  as  extant  in  tbe  Bodleian  Libnry ; 
a  MS.  in  tbe  poblie  library  at  Cambridge',  and  anotber  in  bis  own  folio. 
It  oongUtB  of  1&92  linear  

AlUBAg  was  King  of  Axxagon.  He  was  yoang,  aotive,  and  brave; 
b»  mgned  over  a  nuuerotts  and  obedient  people:  and  he  M^Aed, 
to  the  good  fortane  of  wearing  a  crovrn,  the  moie  mviable  felicity 
•f  shanng  it  with  the  mistress  of  his  heart,  the  beantifiil  and 
afleetionate  Margaret.  But  perfect  happiness  is  not  given  to 
humanity ;  and  even  Aradas  and  his  queen  had  still  one  widli 
vsjCEauued. 

lather  to  other  made  sreai  moan, 
For  children  together  had  they  none, 

B^otten  of  their  bod^ ; 
Therefiwe  the  king,  I  ondefsiond. 
Made  a  tow  to  go  to  the  Hohr  Lend, 
Therefore  to  fight  and  to  sle. 
Thia  aaddeB  and  unexpected  resolution,  when  oomnmnicated  to 
the  qvMB,  filled  hex  with  horror  and  dismay.    Though  not  less 
anxious  than  her  husband  for  the  completion  of  their  mutual 
wishes,  she  doubted  ^  efficacy  of  the  means :  her  piety  suggested 
to  her  that  Heaven  might  possibiy  be  irritated  hy  a  vow  evi- 
dently dicated  by  impatience;  and  her  affection  represented  in 
fretful  colours  the  dai^rs  to  which  Axadas  would. be  exposed, 
1  Printed  by  tbe  Percy  Society,  ed.  Halliwell,  1846. 
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while  employed  in  slaughtering  the  crowds  of  Saracens  whose 
death  might  be  required  as  the  purchase  of  an  heir  to  the  crown 
of  Arragon.  But  neither  the  length  of  the  voyage,  the  hazards  of 
the  sea,  the  dangers  of  an  ungenial  climate,  nor  the  midtitude 
aud  ferocity  of  the  unbelievers,  could  arrest  for  a  moment  the 
impetuosity  of  the  king:  he  assumed  the  croes,  assembled  an 
army,  and  was  soon  ready  to  depart.  His  devotion  met  its  due 
reward;  and  the  accurate  romancer  informs  us  that,  on  the  very 
last  night  which  he  passed  with  his  queen,  his  vow  had  its  long- 
expected  operation ;  though  at  the  time  (as  the  historian  saga- 
ciously adds)  they  were  both  unconscious  of  their  success. 

The  moment  of  separation,  however,  awakened  in  tiie  heart  of 
Aradas  all  those  sentiments  of  tenderness  which  the  hurry  of  his 
preparations  had  suspended.  He  blended  his  tears  with  tiiose  of 
nis  beloved  Margaret;  kissed  and  embraced  her  a  thousand 
times;  and,  after  having  taken  his  leave,  returned  again  and 
again  to  repeat  his  assurances  of  love  and  fidelity,  to  reoommeud 
her  to  the  protection  of  Heaven,  and  to  reiterate  his  injonctioiiB 
to  his  steward  Marrock,  whom  he  left  as  superintendant  of  the 
kingdom,  that  no  pains  should  be  spared  to  alleviate  the  sorrow 
of  tha  queen  during  his  long  and  necessary  absence. 

It  unfortunately  happen^  that  the  steward  Marrock,  to  whom 
this  important  charge  was  committed,  was  the  fidsest  steward 
that  ever  abused  the  confidence  of  his  sovereign.  His  assiduity 
to  gratify,  and  even  to  anticipate,  the  wishes  of  Margaret  wa^ 
indeed,  unremitting;  but  it  soon  appeared  that  his  attentions, 
instead  of  being  dicated  by  zeal  for  nis  master,  were  the  result  of 
a  criminal  passion  for  the  queen.  Having  exhausted  all  those 
indirect  means  of  seduction  which  his  unmnited  power  in  the 
state  enabled  him  to  employ,  he  had  the  audxicity  to  make  a  direct 
avowal  of  his  wishes,  and  repeated  his  solicitations  so  firequent^, 
that  the  queen,  after  trying  m  vain  to  recall  him  to  a  sense  of  hSs 
duty,  was  obli^  to  threaten  him  with  the  instant  disdosure  of 
his  treason.  Marrock  now  changed  his  plan..  He  fell  on  his 
knees,  entreated  her  to  forgive  and  to  conceal  the  apparent  inso- 
lence of  a  conduct  which,  as  he  pretended,  had  been  intended 
only  as  a  trial  of  her  constancy ;  and  retired  with  the  resolution 
of  ruining,  if  possible,  the  victim  whom  he  was  unable  to 
seduce. 

In  the  mean  time,  Aradas  was,  "  full  far  in  Heatheness,^  ao- 
oomplishing  his  vow  by  the  slaughter  of  numberless  Saracens* 

In  the  Heathen  Land,  and  also  in  Pagany, 

And  in  every  other  land  that  he  came  by. 
There  sprang  of  him  great  los.^ 

When  he  nad  done  his  pilgrixnage^ 

And  laboured  all  that  great  voyage^ 
^Praise. 
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With  all  his  good  will  and  liberte. 
At  flome'  Jordan,  and  at  Bethlem, 
And  at  Oalyaiy  beside  Jerusalem, 

In  all  the  places  was  he. 
Then  he  longed  to  come  home— 
and  such  had  been  the  rapidity  of  his  military  achieyements,  and 
so  miracolous  was  the  prosperity  of  his  voyage,  that  he  arrived  in 
his  dominions  while  his  queen  was  still  ^  great  with  child," 
though,  it  may  be  presumed,  in  daily  expectation  of  her  deliTery:. 
Never  did  the  lovely  Margaret  appear  so  lovely  in  his  eyes.  His 
joy  knew  no  bounds ;  and  the  fair  partner  of  his  throne  foigot,  in 
her  delight  at  her  lord's  return,  the  misery  she  had  endured  fi^om 
his  absence,  and  from  the  insolent  addresses  of  the  traitor  Mar* 
rock.  But  malice  is  more  provident;  and  the  artful  steward 
seized  the  earliest  opportunity  of  carrying  into  effect  his  long- 
meditated  purpose. 

At  his  first  interview  with  the  king,  he  boldly  asserted  that  the 
child,  to  whose  birth  he  looked  forward  with  such  pleasure,  had 
been  begotten  in  adultery:'  and  when  Aradas,  astonished  at  this 
anexpected  IntelligenceL  reproached  him  with  negligence  of  his 
charge,  he  replied,  that  ne  also  had  long  been  dup^  oy  the  dis- 
aimmation  of  Margaret,  and  had  only  been  convinced  of ^  her 
incontinence  by  finding  her  in  the  arms  of  an  unknown  kniffhiL 
whom,  in  the  first  transports  of  his  indignation,  he  had  stabbea 
with  nis  own  hand.  He  added  that  the  queen,  after  his  disco- 
very, had  spared  no  pains  to  seduce  him  into  a  participation 
of  her  guilt,  for  the  purpose  of  insuring  his  secrecy;  but  that 
his  sense  of  duty  to  his  master  was  paramount  to  every  other 
consideration. 

Aradas,  always  subject  to  be  carried  away  by  first  impressions, 
and  blinded  by  his  implicit  confidence  in  the  steward's  mt^^ty, 
did  not  stop  to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  the  charge,  but  was  pro- 
ceeding to  condemn  his  oueen  to  the  flames,  and  to  order  her 
instant  execution,  when  Marrock,  whose  calumny  might  have 
been  possibly  disproved,  and  whose  further  views  would  have 
"been  mfallibly  prevented  by  such  a  sentence,  interfered,  and  in- 
duced the  king  to  commute  the  punishment. 
Marrock  said,  "  This  counsel  I ; — 
Banish  her  out  of  your  land,  truly, 

Far  into  exile: 
Deliver  her  an  ambling  steed. 
And  an  old  knight  her  for  to  lead ; 

Thus,  by  my  counsel,  look  you  do : 
And  give  them  some  spending. 
That  may  them  out  of  the  land  to-bring; 
I  would  no  better  than  so." 
>  River. 
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He  did  her  clothe  m  iraxple  wesd. 
And  set  her^n  ml  oM  stood. 

That  was  both  erookad  Mid  afaaart  Mind; 
He  took  her  an  old  koigfaty 
Km  to  the  queeoiy  and  fiir  Roger  kighty 

That  was  Wh  eovrteons  and  kind. 
Tkme  dajB  he  gwe  them  leare  to  pan ; 
And,  aOer  that  daj  aet  waa^ 
If  men  va^t  tKem  find. 
The  ^[iMea  aSwld  he  brennod  atafk  dead, 
Ib  a  toe,  with  flamee  red: 

Thia  cane  of  the  steward's  xaiiidi 
Forty  iloana^  ior  tirar  expeotse, 
The  king  bade  give  them,  ia  hw  preaeiMe, 

And  oonuKuuMled  them  to  go; 
The  lady  mourned  as  she  should  die ; 
lor  aU  this,  die  wist  not  why 

He  fined  with  her  eo. 
l%e  qnieeKL  began  to  make  aoixow  aad  case, 
When  ^e  from  the  king  dioithi  hie, 

With  wrong,  against  all  reason ; 
For  th^  went,  in  nuQd)er  three; 
Box  Roger,  the  queen,  and  the  greyhound  trolj ; 
Ah !  wo  worm  the  wicked  treason ! 
It  may  be  vatojpac  in  this  place  to  apprise  the  reader  tiiat  the 
greyhoimd,  who  is  thus  abruptly  imtrodnoed,  had  been  bred  bf 
Sir  Roger ;  that  he  was  remarkable  from  his  onoommon  tise  anl 
teoeness;  aad  that  his  unexampled  fidelity  to  his  aoaster  rea- 
dered  him  well  worthy  to  occupy  the  distinguished  phMse  wfaidi  ii 
allotted  to  him  in  the  sequel  of  the  story. 

While  the  kfwtitf  Marsaret  was  bewailing  her  xxmnedtod  nds- 
Ibrtanes;  while  tke  good  Sir  Roger  was  enjoyed  in  Tety  asetov 
endeavours  to  eoBSole  her ;  while  the  whole  ooort  of  AaigoD.  ma 
phmged  in  sorrow  aaid  oonstematioin  fit>m  the  Ioob  of  its  bri|^rteit 
ornament;  the  wicked  Marrock  was  occapied  in  prepanng  to 
seize  tiie  long-eai^ectod  reward  of  his  sncoenfol  yfllaay. 

As  the  ezSes  could  not  travel  wiith  much  ezpedikiQn,  he  esalf 
got  the  start  of  them ;  and  stationing  himself  wi&  a  company 
of  eighteen  chosen  associates,  in  the  first  forest  on  their  way, 
suddenly  assailed  thepi,  in  the  hope  of  eseily  OTerpowering  the 
old  knight,  and  carrying  off  1^  aefenoeless  Maigaiiet.  But  Sir 
Roger,  though  unprovided  with  defensrre  soonoar,  wielded  his 
sword  with  such  skill  and  activity,  and  was  so  powesfdlly  assisted 
by  his  dog,  who  ''full  bitterly  gan  bite,"  thai  he  soon  be^n  to 
thin  the  ranks,  and  to  ooeupy  the  whole  attentko  of  his  assailants. 
Fourteen  of  them  had  &llen  boneaih  the  sword  <tf  the  brave  old 
knight,  when  Marrock,  Buddenlj  attacking  him  from  behind, 
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|MBed  liis  qpcsr  Aimu^  ius  body^,  and  extended  bim  lifeless  on 
tba  gnond.  But,  ne«^  at  tiie  same  moment,  the  queen,  finding 
kennlf  vngaarded,  spnuiff  from  her  horse,  and  concealed  herseS 
so  ctfeetQiSQj  in  a  neighbouring  thicket,  that  Marrock  and  his 
four  surviTing  associates,  after  a  long  and  fruitiess  search,  were 
oomMOed  to  abandon  their  pfej;  and  <jiiitted  the  forest,  having 
pnfvioariy  leiomed  to  -vent  their  mahoe  b^  mangling  with  a 
dioaBaiid  wounds  the  Mfeless  author  of  their  disappointment. 

Maigaret,  being  at  length  convinced  of  thenr  retreat,  issued 
from  £nr  la^i^-plaoe,  and  found  the  body  of  her  knight,  sur- 
RNHided  br  those  of  his  slaughtered  enemies.  At  this  cruel  aggra- 
TBliDn  of  her  calamity,  she  became  almost  frantic  with  grief^  tore 
her  hair,  and  bitteriy  reproached  herself  for  having  occasioned 
tbe  4eatn  of  her  generous  protector.  At  length,  awd:ening  to  a 
■BBue  of  her  present  danger,  she  ran  to  seize  her  horse,  which  had 
fivtimately  remained  where  she  left  him,  and  then  endeavoured 
Id  secore  the  company  of  the  dog,  as  a  guide  through  the  forest 
by  whidi  ehe  was  enoompaeKd ;  but  the  faithful  animal  seemed 
ioatteiitive  to  her  caresses,  and  refused  to  abandon  the  body  of 
his  master — 

She  said,  ^  ^  Hoger^  now  thou  art  dead. 
Who  shall  now  the  right  way  lead  ? 
For  thou  mayst  speak  no  more  T 
Bight  on  the  ground,  there  as  he  lay  dead, 
She  kissed  him,  ere  she  from  him  yede ; 

God  wot,  her  heart  was  sore : 
What  for  sorrow  and  dread. 
Fast  away  she  gan  her  speed, 

She  wist  not  whither  ne  where : 
The  good  grey-hound,  for  weal  ne  wo. 
Would  not  fro  the  knight  go ; 

But  lay  and  licked  his  wound : 
He  weened  to  have  healed  him  again, 
And  thereto  he  did  his  pain ; 
Lo,  such  love  is  in  a  hound ! 
He  evea  scnq^d  a  nit  for  the  dead  body,  covered  it  with  moss  and 
leavefi^  and  guardea  it  with  constant  attention,  except  during  the 
times  when  he  was  employed  in  securing  his  own  subsistence. 

Margaret,  under  the  guidance  of  Providence,  continued  her 
Buurch,  and  arrived,  quite  extenuated  with  fatigue  and  want,  on 
the  borders  of  Hungary  ;*  where,  having  alighted  frx>m  her  horse 
St  the  entrance  of  a  wood,  she  was  suddenly  taken  in  labour,  and 
deliveied  of  a  beautiful  boy.  This  was  a  reward  for  all  her  sufier- 
ipgtt  The  first  sounds  of  her  infiint's  voice,  the  first  view  of  its 
features,  at  once  erased  all  sense  of  her  husband's  injustice,  of  her 
1  From  Arragon  to  Hungary  is  a  k>iig  march,  but  we  must  not  expect 
from  the  authors  of  these  metrical  romances  much  attention  to  geogra- 
phical accuracy. 
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late  misery,  and  of  her  present  unprotected  dtoation.  HaTing 
washed  and  clothed  her  child,  she  folded  him  to  her  breast,  by 
down  under  a  tree,  and,  with  ML  reliance  on  the  protection  oi 
Heaven,  whose  mercies  had  hitherto  guarded  her,  quietly  resigned 
herself  to  sleep. 

In  this  state  she  was  discovered  hj  a  Hungarian  knight,  £Sr 
Bernard  de  Mauservyne,  who,  in  pursuing  a  hind,  was  lea  to  the 
place  of  her  retreat.  Having  for  some  time  contemplated  with. 
astonishment  the  beauty  of  her  person  and  the  magnificence  o£ 
her  dress,  which  so  ill  accorded  with  the  miserable  appearance  of 
her  horse  and  her  total  want  of  attendants,  his  courtesy  led  him 
to  interrupt  her  slumbers  for  the  purpose  of  offering  her  that 
assistance  of  which  she  evidently  was  m  immediate  want ;  aad^ 
after  hearing  so  much  of  her  history  as  she  thought  fit  to  oommii- 
nicate,  plac^  her,  with  her  child,  on  his  horse,  conducted  her  to 
his  castle,  and  appointed  for  her  service  a  retinuo  suited  to  her 
rank.  Her  child  was  christened  by  the  name  of  Triamour,  and 
the  little  orphan  soon  became  the  general  &vourite  of  the  castle; 
while  Margaret,  constantly  treated  as  a  sovereign,  and  daily  oceu- 

Eied  with  the  education  of  her  son,  experienced  a  degree  of 
appiness  and  tranquillity  which  she  had  never  enjoyed  in  the 
possession  of  the  throne  of  Arragon. 

We  must  now  return  to  the  grave  of  Sir  Roger,  for  whose  mur- 
der the  hand  of  Heaven  was  preparing  to  wreak  its  vengeance  on 
the  head  of  the  wicked  Sir  Marroc£  The  &ithfnl  greyhound, 
whom  we  left  on  the  body  of  his  master,  had  continued,  during 
seven  years,  to  occupy  his  post,  which  he  only  quitted  for  the 
purpose  of  seeking  his  daily  subsistence.  As  his  prey  diminished, 
the  length  of  his  chase  gradually  increased;  an<^  at  the  cloee  oc 
the  seventh  year,  at  the  festival  of  Christmas,  he  suddenly  i^ 
peared,  gaunt  witJi  hunger,  an  unexpected  visitor  in  the  haU  of 
the  king  of  Arragon.  Such  an  apparition  excited  general  surprise 
and  particularly  attracted  the  attention  of  Aradas:  but  the 
animal,  with  a  gentleness  of  demeanour  which  belied  his  savage 
appearance,  made  the  round  of  the  tables  and  disappeared,  m 
returned  on  the  second  day,  again  surveyed  the  company,  rec^ved 
his.  pittance,  and  retreated.  The  king  now  recollected  the  dog,  and 
gave  orders  to  his  attendants  that,  if  he  should  again  retun^ 
they  should  follow  him  without  loss  of  time,  in  the  confidence 
that  he  would  lead  them  to  the  place  where  Sir  Roger  and  the 
queen  were  secreted.  On  the  third  day  of  the  festival,  the  haU 
was  filled  at  an  early  hour,  and  Sir  Marrock,  for  the  first  time, 
took  his  seat  among  the  guests.  The  greyhound  too  did  not  fiul 
to  repeat  his  visit,  and,  with  the  rapidity  of  lightning,  instantij 
sprang  upon  the  murderer  of  his  roaster. 

He  took  the  steward  by  the  throat, 

And  asunder  he  it  bote; 
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Bat  then  he  wbuld  not  'bide: 

For  to  this  grave  he  ran ; 

There  followed  him  many  a  maiL 
Some  on  horse,  and  some  beside. 

And  when  he  came  where  his  master  was. 

He  laid  him  down  upon  the  grass^ 
And  barked  at  the  men  again. 
The  crowd  who  had  followed  him,  being  unable  to  drive  him 
from  the  spot,  returned  with  the  tidings  to  the  king,  who  instantly 
comprehended  the  whole  mvsterj.  He  directed  them  to  dig  for 
the  Dodj,  which  they  readily  found,  and  which  had  been  mira- 
culously preserved  in  such  a  state  of  perfection  as  to  be  easily 
recognized.  It  was  then  buried  in  holy  ground  with  all  due 
solemnity,  and  the  faithful  dog  shortly  after  expired  on  the  tomb 
which  was  raised  to  the  memory  of  his  master.  The  body  of  Sur 
Marrock,  after  being  dragged  through  the  town,  was  hanged  upon 
a  gibbet,  and  messengers  were  dispatched  in  eveiy  direction  to 
proclaim  these  acts  of  justice,  to  inquire  for  the  innocent  Mar- 
garet, and  to  restore  her  to  that  throne  from  which  she  had  been 
80  cruelly  and  unjustly  driven.  But  the  messengers  returned 
without  hearing  any  timngs  of  the  queen ;  and  the  unfortunate 
Aradas  was  doomed  to  expiate,  by  many  years  of  contrition  and 
remorse,  the  &tal  and  precipitate  decision  oy  which  he  had  thrown 
away  the  means  of  happiness. 

In  the  mean  time,  tne  young  Triamour  received  an  excellent 
education  in  the  castle  of  Sir  &mard,  being  instructed  in  all  the 
arts  of  courteay  under  the  careftil  eye  of  his  mother,  and  by  Sir 
Bernard  himself  in  all  the  accomplishments  preparatory  to  the 
exercise  of  chivalry.  He  had  scarody  fini^ed  his  fourteenth  year, 
when  he  was  considered,  by  the  little  court  in  which  he  hved, 
as  a  model  of  beauty.  strengUi,  and  activity ;  and  having  sur- 
passed all  his  youthful  competitors,  he  became  impatient  for  an 
opportunity  of  trying  his  powers  in  a  conflict  with  adversaries 
more  worthy  of  his  prowess.    His  wishes  were  soon  gratified. 

The  king  of  Hungary  died  at  an  advanced  age,  leaving  an  only 
daughter  to  inherit  his  vast  possessions.  Her  early  beauty  had 
occasioned  her  to  be  universally  known  by  the  name  of  the  £ur 
Helen;  and  she  had  iust  entered  on  her  fifteenth  year,  when  she 
was  called  to  wield  the  sceptre  of  a  kingdom  surrounded  by  pow- 
erful and  ambitious  neighoours,  to  whose  attacks  the  possession 
of  her  person  was  likely  to  prove  an  additional  inducement.  She 
was  therefore  advised  by  her  council  to  choose,  without  delay,  a 
partner  of  the  throne,  who  should  be  capable  of  defending  it 
against  all  competition;  and  as  she  felt  no  predilection  for  any  of 
her  numerous  admirers,  she  ordered  the  proclamation  of  a  tourna- 
ment, to  be  holden  at  the  usual  period  of  six  months^  for  the 
purpoee  of  ascertaining  the  suocessnJ  candidate. 

Sx 
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The  news  of  this  great  errent,  beiag  qoioldy  spread  thnrajth 
Europe,  reached  Triamour  in  his  retnal  He  hastened  to  Br 
Bernard,  and  earnestly  reauested  the  loaa  of  a  hone  and  aniMNir, 
that  he  might  he  eniablea  to  enter  the  lists,  where  he  tnisted 
that  his  conduot  would  not  disgrace  tiie  kssons  of  his  kind  ne- 
ceptor:  and  the  good  knight,  after  some  admonitions,  intendea  to 
temper  and  mo&rate  rather  than  to  icpreon  his  ^igemess,  not 
only  consented  to  fiimish  him  with  the  necessary  aceoutwMB^ 
but  promised  to  accompany  him  to  the  field  of  honour. 

Tnamour,  having  completed  his  preparations,  threw  hinself  at 
the  feet  of  his  mother,  and  imidored  Mr  blessing  on  this  his  M 
enteiprise.  But  her  consent  was  not  easily  obtained.  1%uoda>- 
struok  at  the  prospect  of  such  a  sudden  separation,  and  awmaf 
all  the  dangera  attendant  on  the  career  on  wliidh  he  was  asv 
entering,  she  endeavoured,  with  tears  and  soficttations,  to  diwt 
him  from  his  purpose^  tall  finding  him  umdterably  fixed,  mi 
having  obtained  um  promise  of  his  speedy  return,  she  wae  at 
length  compelled  to  acquiesce,  and  reluctantly  oonngned  hai  to 
the  care  of  Sir  Bernard. 

Then  was  the  &ir  lady  set 

FuH  high  upon  a  turret, 
For  to  bdiold  that  play: 

There  was  many  a  seonly  koi^ty 

Princes,  dukes,  and  lords  of  xmgfaC, 
Themselves  lor  to  assay; 

Witii  helmes  on  their  heades  brisiit^ 

That  all  the  fidd  shone  on  that  h^; 
They  were  so  stout  and  gay. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  enumerate  tbe  champions  who  Ibii^  « 
ihe  three  days  of  this  tournament,  because  the  reader  wil  cbb- 
dude  that  it  attracted  bSl  who  were  distinguished  br  their  vate^ 
and  that  aQ  were  suocessively  overthrown  by  the  Luiiirfi^ 
Triamour.  At  each  exploit,  Sii  Bernard  proclaimed  aloudfc 
the  information  of  the  Walds,  the  name  <«  the  unknown  aarct* 
toxer,  and 

Fair  Helen  that  was  so  mfld. 

More  she  behdd  Triamour  me  chfld, 
Than  all  tiie  other  men. 
Before  the  eonchision  of  the  first  day  she  b^gan  to  fed  hmH 
warmly  interested  in  his  success,  and  this  interest  mcreased  tv 
such  a  degree  as  to  render  her  a  most  anxious  spectator  ef  fte 
remainii^  combats,  which  were  to  decide  whether  her  hd 
should  be  ultimatdy  allotted  to  the  hero  on  whom  her  heart  wv 
already  bestowed.  She  beheld,  therefore  witii  transportB  of^ 
the  ultimate  triumph  of  yeunff  Triamour,  and  retired  final  the 
tournament  in  the  nope  of  haimig  him  on  the  morrow  as  knf^ 
Hungary,  and  of  reottving  him  as  her  husband.  ButFatehadde- 
creed  that  her  wishes  should  not  be  quite  so  speedily  acoompM>ei 
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Amoqg  the  otHnbatuits  at  the  ionniftiiieiit  were  two  knighti, 
who  had  entered  the  lists  with  veiy  difierent  purposes.  Oi^.  ef 
these  was  Aradas.  who  had  been  attraoted  to  the  ceremony  partly 
hj  the  hopes  of  nearing,  at  such  a  conoouise  of  strangers,  some 
tidiiigs  of  his  loiig4ost  Margaret,  and  partly  in  the  view  of  sos- 
pending,  amidst  the  tumult  and  fotigoe  oi  arms,  those  sentimmrtB 
<if  giief  and  remorse  by  which  he  was  isioessant^  tormented.  (Xi 
the  first  day,  he  had  bean  engaged  on  the  same  side  with  Triamonr, 
wboee  falour  and  activity  he  had  beheld  with  admiration.  On 
the  second,  having  tried  his  fiyroe  with  him,  he  had  been  suddenly 
udiorsed;  whioh  only  increased  his  esteem  for  his  advserssiy. 
The  ether  knight  was  Sir  James,  son  of  the  enqperor  of  Qermaiiy, 
wluQt,  being  assured  by  his  courtiers  that  he  was  the  most  perfiMt 
knight  m  the  workL  had  projected  to  begin  his  career  of  chivairy 
ty  overthrowing  all  his  competitovs  in  the  present  tournament, 
aSad  bjr  seiziqg  the  beautiful  Helen  and  the  crown  of  Soqgary. 

Swith  these  view^  he  had  encount^ed  the  lance  of  Triamour; 
had  been  thrown  to  a  conaideiable  distance  in  the  fietd, 
•eveiely  bruised,  and  cmeUy  mortified.  As  the  law  of  tournaments 
^d  not  permit  him  to  enter  the  Msts  a  second  time  with  his 
eonquerar,  he  determined  to  kill  him  after  the  coremony;  mx± 
when  the  combatants  wrepared  to  setixe  to  their  tente^  ooQeotea 
all  his  adherentfl^  assailed  Triamomc^  who  was  only  aooompanisd 
1^  Sir  Bemard,  and  gave  him  a  dtnyreue  wound  in  the  th||^ 
Bat,  at  the  same  BM»nent,  the  spear  el  Triamour  met  the  free  of 


Sr  James,  passed  into  his  brain,  and  laid  him  lifeless  en  the 
nound.    His  attendants  then  attacked  the 


Ead.  His  attendants  then  attacked  the  two  kniights^  - 
hoped  to  sacrifice  to  the  manes  of  their  riaagjbtered  master; 
Tnamour,  weakened  by  the  loss  ef  blood,  most  hafie  been 
finally  overpowered  by  the"  superierity  ef  miinbenL  had  he  pot 
been  rescued  by  Sir  Axadas,  who,  oonuiw  up  with  his  nniyany, 
pot  an  end  to  the*unequal  conflict.  Sir  Sernard  only  staid  mi  his 
tent  till  he  had  bound  up  his  fiiend*s  wound,  aad  wxl  histimwl 
to  his  casUc^  and  oonsi|^ied  him  te  the  oare  of  Margaret  aiid.te 
the  skill  of  the  best  leeches  which  the  ooontr^  could  finmish. 

On  the  ioQowing  day  the  combatants  xepained  to  the  palaoe  to 
hear  the  decision  S  the  Mi  Heln,  who  was  equally  surprised  and 
■urtified  at  beiiig  unaUe  to  discover  among  the  company  tha 
peraon  of  Sfcr  TrJamour,  or  to  learn  the  cause  ef  his  absonee.  8km 
Aowever  represented  to  the  ceaq^any  that  ^she  was  bound  to 
abide  by  tho  conditions  c£  the  toumament  whioh  she  had  herself 
fixed;  that  she  was  now  beeoaoe  the  property  of  the  victor,  though 
he  was  at  present  prevented,  by  some  unknown  impediment,  from 
preferring  his  daim;  aad  that  she  miuat  at  least  suspend  her  deci- 
sion for  a  year  and  a  day,  an  interval  which  the  law  of  arms  had 
secured  to  him,  before  his  rights  oould  be  iufsited  by  his  non- 
appearance.'*   IhiaawaBdybeiagitPSt^oaiiaOTiantto  usage,  was 

2k2 
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unanimously  oonfirmed  by  the  persons  present,  and  &ir  Helen  mm 
relieved,  for  the  time,  from  the  persecutions  of  her  suitors. 

While  the  lovely  princess  of  Hungary^  being  totally  unac- 
quainted with  the  tnigical  termination  of  the  tournament,  was 
bewailing  the  unaccountable  disappearance  of  her  lowr;  and 
while  the  tender  Margaret  was  lamentinff  the  wound  of  her  son; 
the  body  of  Sir  James  was  carried  to  the  emperor,  whose  wfade 
court  was  plunoed  in  consternation  by  the  loss  of  tne  hero  idioas 
triumph  they  had  so  confidently  anticipated.  The  unfortunsle 
ft  ther  could  feel  no  alleviation  of  his  grief  but  from  the  hopes  of 
vengeance  on  the  murderer ;  of  whom,  however,  he  only  leamt 
that  h  3  was  called  Sir  Triamour,  and  had.  before  his  last  fiKlal 
encounter  with  Sir  James,  successively  overtnrown  all  the  bravest 
knights  in  Christendom.  But  it  app«ued  that  Sir  Aradas  was  at 
least  an  accessory  to  the  deed;  and  the  emperor  determined  to 
wash  out  the  disgrace  of  his  son*s  death  in  the  blood  of  tfait 
monarch  and  of  ul  the  Arragonese.  He  collected  the  vasaals  of 
the  empire,  and  uniting  such  an  army  as  Aradas,  notwithstanding 
his  skill  and  bravery,  was  unable  to  oppose,  overran  his  whole 
territory,  and  finaUv  besieged  him  in  his  principal  fortress. 

Here,  nowever,  tne  defenders,  being  plentiAilly  supplied  with 
provisions,  and  guided  by  an  experienced  warrior,  who  underatood 
all  the  advantages  of  his  situation,  were  more  nearly  on  a  par  with 
their  assailants.  The  emperor  daily  led  his  men  to  the  assault,  and 
Aradas,  with  gum  and  great  Manei  round,  as  constantly  drove  them 
back  to  their  trenches ;  so  that  at  the  end  of  seven  weeks  the 
siege  had  made  no  visible  progress.  But  both  parties  were 
be^me  tired  of  the  war.  The  kin^  of  Arragon  sent  an  embassy 
to  the  imperial  camp,  to  assert  his  mnocence  with  respect  to  the 
death  of  Sir  Jamee^  which  he  was  ready  to  prove  eitiier  in  person, 
in  single  combat  with  the  emperor  himisel^  or  by  champions  to  be 
chosen  by  the  two  parties;  and  the  latter  proposal  bemg  readily 
accepted,  and  a  day  appointed  for  the  decision  of  the  quarrel,  au 
hostOitios  were  suspended.  A  giant,  of  the  name  of  Marradas^ 
was  chosen  by  the  emperor;  and  Aradas  sent  his  messengers 
in  every  direction  in  search  of  Triamour:  but  they  all  returned 
without  success;  and  the  terms  of  the  truce  being  nearly 
expired,  the  unfortunate  Aradas  prepared  to  submit  to  the  &te 
wmch  awaited  him  from  the  vengeance  of  his  implacable  enemy. 

When  Triamour  was  whole  and  soun^ 

And  well  healed  of  his  wounc^ 
He  busked  him  for  to  fore. 

^Mother,**  he  said,  with  *nild  cheer, 

''An  I  wist  ^diat  my  frither  were, 
The  les9  were  my  cara" 

''Son,*'  she  said,  "thou  shalt  wete 
When  thou  banLmuried  that  lady  sweet; 
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Thy  fiiiher  thou  shalt  ken." 
''Mother;'  he  said,  '<  if  he  wiU  so, 
Have  good  day;  for  now  I  so, 
To  do  maistries,  if  I  can. 
He  set  ofi^  acoompanied  hj  three  excellent  ffreyhoundfl.  and 
ifBndered  from  forest  to  forest,  in  chase  of  wild  beasts  and  of 
perilous  adventures,  till  he  arrived  in  Arragon,  after  a  toilsome 
journey,  in  which  his  taste  for  danger  and  amusement  had  been 
amplv  gratified.    Here,  being  in  pursuit  of  an  hart  of  uncommon 
giie,  he  was  suddenly  espied  and  assaulted  bv  a  troop  of  thirteen 
WeU.  armed  foresters.    He  attempted  in  vain  by  remonstrance,  and 
even  bv  bribes,  to  prevent  this  interruption  of  his  chase ;  they 
insistea  on  hurryiuff  him  to  prison  for  trespassing  on  the  roval 
forest,  and  attacked  nim  with  such  vigour  that  he  was  compelled 
to  resistance.    He  then  assaulted  them  in  his  turn,  killed  some; 
wounded  others ;  put  the  rest  to  flight ;  resumed  the  pursuit  of 
Ins  greyhounds,  two  of  whom  were  already  r^ored  by  the  deer ;  and 
scrrived  just  in  time  to  rescue  the  third  by  shooting  the  animal 
while  at  bay.    He  tiien  blew  his  horn,  according  to  custom,  in 
token  of  success. 

Aradas,  now  hopeless  of  succour,  had  retired  with  his  court  to  a 
''manor*'  in  this  forest,  in  the  hopes  of  dissipating  his  chagrin  by 
the  pleasures  of  the  chase ;  and  tne  blast  of  Triamour's  horn  was 
dSstmctly  heard  in  the  hall,  where  it  excited  no  small  degree  of 
astonishment.  At  the  same  time  arrived  a  forester  ''with  evil 
cheer,"  who  reported  that  an  intruder  was  just  arrived  in  the 
forest,  had  killea  one  of  the  king's  deer,  and  had  maimed  or  de- 
stroyed a  dozen  of  his  game-keepers. 

Qood  King  Aradas  said  than, 
"I  have  much  need  of  such  a  man ! 
God  hath  him  hither  brought !" 
The  king  commanded  knightes  three. 
He  said,  "  Go  fetch  that  gentleman  to  mo 

That  is  now  at  his  plaj-. 
Look  none  ill  words  to  him  ye  break, 
But  pray  him  with  me  for  to  speak ; 

I  trow  he  wiQ  not  say  nay." 
Every  knight  his  steed  hent. 
And  lightly  to  the  wood  they  went^ 

To  seek  Triamour,  that  child  ;^ 
They  found  him  by  a  water  side. 
Where  he  brake  the  beast  that  tide, 
That  hart  that  was  so  wild. 
The  three  knights  executed  their  commission  with  becoming 
courtesy;  and  Tnamour,  haviog  first  inquired  the  name  of  the 

>  A  yoQth  trained  to  arms. 
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country,  and  of  the  moniuroh  who  gorenied  it,  raadilj  ooxisented 
to  accompany  them  to  the  hall,  where  he  waa  raoemd  with  the 
most  flattering  distinction.  He  instantly  reoopuaed,  in  Aradaa, 
the  person  to  whose  assistance  during  his  oonflu^  with  Sir  James, 
he  owed  his  life;  and,  on  being  (juestioned  on  his  name  and  cem- 
try,  courteously  reminded  the  lung  of  this  impartani  oU^SpfeUD. 
Aiadas  wa«  so  overjoyed  at  finding  Tiiamour,  ihst  he  swooned 
three  times  successively;  and  thenrelated  to  him  the  distresaea he 
had  underaone  since  their  last  meeting^  and  the  canditiong  on 
which  he  had  obtained  a  truce  fiom  the  emponir.  Triammir,  of 
cpujse,  accepted  with  joy  the  defianoeof  acause  which  he  knew  te 
be  just;  Aradas,  Ml  of  confiduice  in.  the  vigour  of  his  diampioii, 
was  no  longer  solicitoas  about  the  emperor  and  his  giant ;  and  the 
cpurt  of  Anagon  exhibited,  during  the  short  interval  which  psa- 
ceded  the  combaty  a  continued  scene  of  fiastivity. 
-  On  the  morning  of  this  inwortant  event,  Aradas  coniGsned  on 
Triamour  the  dignity  of  kniffnthood,  with  which  he  had  not  yet 
been  invested,  a^  entreated  him  to  accept  the  inheritance  of  all 
those  dominions  which  he  was  now  preparing  to  defend.  Both  the 
<$hampion8  were  then  led  into  the  field,  with  the  accustomed  aolenui* 
ities;  both  attested  in  the  presence  of  God,  the  justice  of  their 
cause ;  and,  mounting  their  hoxaes,  awaited  in  ailenoe  the  signal  of 
attack. 

Then  rode  they  together  full  ri^t, 

With  sharps  qMars^  and  swordes  bright; 
They  smote  together  sore: 

They  spent  speares  and  brake  fields ; 

They  pounsed  as  fowl  in  the  fielda; 
Either  foamed  as  doth  a  boar. 
The  contest  was  long  and  obstinate.  Triamour,  having  acciden- 
tally killed  the  horse  of  Sir  Mairadas,  was  severely  taunted  by  the 
giant  for  his  want  of  address;  and,  indignantly  springing  to  the 
ffround,  renewed  the  combat  on  footw  The  great  strength  of  Sir 
Marradas,  which  was  seconded  by  considecabie  skill  and  experience, 
continued  for  some  hours  to  render  the  victory  doubtfiil ;  and  both 
began  to  grow  jGetint  with  &tigue  and  loss  of  blood:  but  at  last 
Sir  Triamour,  recollecting  that  he  had  on  that  day  received  the 
honour  of  knighthood,  suddenly  recovered  all  his  powers,  and, 
pressing  on  his  exhausted  adversary,  pierced  him  to  the  heart 
The  innocence  of  Aradas  was  thus  finally  made  manifest;  the 
emperor  gave  him  the  loss  of  peace^  and  retired  with  his  army; 
while  Triamour  returned  in  triumph  with,  the  king  into  the  capital 
of  Arragon. 

.  AradM  became  dailv  more  and  more  attached  to  his  delivenr, 
and  endeavoured  to  &k  him  near  his  person  by  the  offer  of  an 
immediate  participation  of  the  sovereign^;  but  Triamour,  anxious 
to  return  into  Hungary  withaamuoh  e:q^edition  as  the  adventures 
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wliicli  he  hopod  to  achiifie  <m  ins  waj  would  permit^  hastened  to 
dfBfuif  after  aooepting^  as  the  reward  of  his  senriess,  an  ezoeUent 
sut  of  armour,  a  sum  of  money,  and  the  best  horse  in  the  rojal 
stable. 

No  impediment  occured  on  his  journey  till  he  arrived  near  the 
frontiers  of  Hungary,  when,  on  entering  a  pass  in  the  mountains, 
he  met  a  palmer,  who  asked  him  for  alms.  Sb  Triamour  made 
bim  a  most  liberal  present ;  and  the  pilgrim,  in  return,  earnestly 
requested  him  to  ohange  his  route,  wmch  could  not  but  prove 
fatal  to  him,  as  it  led  to  a  pass  suarded  by  two  giants  of  unparal- 
leled strength  and  ferocity.  The  young  knight,  hearing  that 
there  were  only  two,  rejoiced  in  the  prospect  of  such  an  adven- 
ture; took  leave  of  tiie  palmer ;  set  spurs  to  his  horse ;  and  gave 
a  shrill  blast  with  his  nom,  to  advertise  the  enemy  of  his  ap- 
proach. 

The  dgnal  was  soon  answered,  and  two  giants  were  discovered 
on  a  neighbouring  eminenoe,  one  of  whom  rode  forward,  with  his 
lance  in  arrest  to  meet  Sir  Triamour,  while  the  other  remained 
behind,  as  disdaining  to  join  in  the  attack  of  a  single  adversary. 
But  astonished  at  the  strength  and  courage  of  Sir  Triamour,  he 
suddenly  came  down  to  part  the  combatants,  and  to  inquire  the 
name^  of  the  douehty  jcnight.  Sir  Triamour  insisted  on  first 
knowing  theirs,  and  they  condescended  to  inform  him,  "  that  they 
were  two  of  four  brothers,  one  of  whom  was  Marradas;  that  their 
elder  brother  Buriong  was  at  that  moment  besi^ing  the  princess 
of  Hungary,  the  mistress  of  a  certain  Triamour,  the  murderer  of 
Marradas ;  and  that  they  had  occupied  that  ^ass  in  the  mountains 
in  the  hope  of  interceptmg  this  adventure,  if  he  should  be  bold 
enough  to  attempt  tiie  rescue  of  fair  Helen  by  entering  the  lists 
with  Buriong.**  Sir  Triamouiv  having  repaid  their  courts  by 
an  equally  candid  avowal  of  nis  name  and  intentions,  was  in- 
stsntly  attacked  bv  the  two  giants,  both  of  whom  he  killed  after 
an  obstiBate  conflict ;  and  then  hastened  forwards  to  the  capital 
of  Hungary,  which  he  found  blockaded  bv  the  army  of  Buriong. 

ffis  airival  was  very  opportune.  Tne  day  <rf  combat  was 
arrive ;  the  lists  were  set;  Burlonff,  armed  at  all  points,  had 
ainady  demanded  the  champion  of  Hongary ;  and  the  £ur  Helen 
oeold  cnly  answer, 

^^  if  Triamour  be  alive, 

Hither  wiU  he  come  belive : 
God  send  us  grace  to  q>eed!" 

The  giant,  confident  that  his  brothers  would  effectually  prevent 
the  arrival  of  any  suoooor  to  the  princess^  anticipated  the  triumph 
vrhich  a  few  hours  would  ensure  to  him,  when  an  unknown  knignti 
fiercely  riding  up  to  him,  challenged  the  lady,  and  defied  him  to 
mortal  combat.  The  lists  weie  instantly  cleared ;  and  the  prin- 
cess, observing  from  her  tower  the  movements  in  the  besieging 
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annj,  inquiied  of  her  attendants  if  thi^  oonld  reoognke  the 
stranger  who  thus  gallantly  prepared  to  expose  his  li£e  for  her 
deliyerance. 

A  griffon  he  heareth  of  all  blue: 
An  herald  of  arms  soon  him  knew, 
And  said,  anon  right^ 
^  MadamcL  God  hath  sent  you  suooour, 
For  yonder  is  Sir  Triamour 
That  with  Burlong  will  fightr 
At  the  sound  of  the  trumpet^  the  two  champions  roshed 
together,  shivered  their  spoars,  and  then,  drawing  their  swordi^ 
advanced  to  closer  combat,    victory  was  long  undodded;  hut 
Sir  Triamour,  having  aimed  at  the  giuit  a  furious  blow  which  he 
artfully  eluded,  unfortunately  lost  his  sword,  and  the  heart  of 
fair  Helen  suiue  within  her.    The  kniffht  himself  not  at  all 
intimidated  by  the  accident,  calmly   Amended  permission  to 
resume  his  weapon,  that  the  battle  might  be  renewed  on  equal 
terms;  and  Burlong  promised  his  consent,  on  condition  of  karn- 
inj^  the  name  of  his  adversary.    But  the  generosity  of  ciants  is 
eeKLom  commensurate  with  their  stature.    On  hearmg  m  name 
of  Triamour,  Burlong  determined  to  kill  him  while  it  was  appa- 
rently easy  to  do  so;  and  rushed  on  the  disarmed  knight,  re- 
proadiing  him  at  the  same  time  with  the  murder  of  Marradas. 
Then  said  Burlong.  '^  Thou  it  was 
That  slew  my  brotner  Maradas; 

A&irhaptheebefeUr 
Sir  Triamour  said  to  him,  tho, 
''So  have  I  done  thy  brethren  two, 
That  on  the  mountain  did  dweU." 
This  avowal,  accompanied  by  a  most  haughty  defiance,  exa^e- 
rated  the  giant  so  flEur,  that,  summoning  his  whole  strength  into  a 
single  blow,  he  attempted  to  annihilate  at  once  his  insuent  antar 
ffonist    But  his  foot  slipped,  and  he  fell  to  the  ground.    Sit 
Triamour  instantly  seized  the  opportunity  to  resume  his  swoid, 
and,  before  Burlong  could  recover  bis  l^gs,  cut  Uiem  both  oif  at 
the  knee.    Still  he  continued  to  fight  with  great  fury,  till  Sir 
Triamour,  seizing  a  moment  when  the  ventaU  of  his  hehnet  was 
accidentally  raised,  severed  his  head  firom  his  shoulders. 
Kow  is  Burlong  slain. 
And  Triamour,  with  main, 

Into  the  castle  went, 
To  that  hidy  that  was  full  bright; 
And  at  the  gate  she  met  the  Imight, 

And  in  her  arms  she  him  hent. 
She  said,  ^  Welcome,  Sir  Triamour! 
Te  have  bought  my  love  full  dear: 
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My  heart  is  on  you  lent !" 
Tho  said  all  the  barons  bold, 
**  Of  hfan  we  will  our  lands  hold ;" 
And  thereto  they  did  assent. 
Immediate  preparations  were  made  for  the  nuptials.    Bf orgaret 
was  Bommoned  to  witness  her  son^s  happiness,  and  repealed  to  him 
the  story  of  his  birth,  to  the  great  W  of  feir  Helen,  who  had 
always  hoped  to  find,  in  her  beloyed  Tnamour,  a  prince  in  dis- 
guise.   Aradas  also  was  invited  to  the  coronation,  where  he  was 
rewarded  for  all  his  past  soflferings  by  the  recovery  of  his  faithM 
Margaret,  and  bv  the  pleasure  of  embracing  as  his  son  the  hero  to 
whom  he  owed  the  preservation  of  his  life  and  kingdom. 
And  thus  we  leave  of  Triamour, 
That  lived  loiur  in  great  honour, 

With  the  &&£lyne; 
I  pray  God  give  their  souls  good  rest ; 
And  all  that  have  heard  this  little  gest. 

High  Heaven  for  to  win ! 
God  grant  us  all  to  have  the  moe. 
Him  for  to  see  in  the  celestial  place ; 
I  pray  you  all  to  say  Amen ! 


THE  LYFE  OP   IPOMYDON. 


Thu  romance  is  contained  in  MS.  No.  2252  of  the  Harleian  libnu7  id 
the  Britifh  Muieum.>  It  is  perfect,  and  consists  of  two  fjrttes  or  cantos, 
and  2342  verses.  Bishop  Percy  has  noticed  an  early  bat  imperfect  printed 
copy  as  once  extant  in  the  library  of  Lincoln  cathedraL 

Thh  rich  and  hanpy  country  of  Apulia  was  never  so  rich  and 
bappy  as  durine  tne  reign  of  the  sood  King  Hermones,  who,  says 
the  romance,  ^  hated  wrong  and  loved  peace,"  from  a  conviction 
that  he  might  render  his  neighbours  very  miserable,  without  con- 
tributing much  to  the  comfort  of  his  subjects.  His  queen  was 
Toong  and  handsome,  and  in  consequence  of  their  joint  prayers  to 
AMven.  as  the  author  verily  believes,  had  the  good  fortune  to 
bring  idm  a  son  and  heir,  whom  they  christened  bv  the  name  of 
Ipomjrdon.  The  child  was  very  beautiful,  and  much  beloved  by 
the  king  and  queen,  and  by  the  ladies,  who  were  appointed  to 
taperintend  the  early  part  of  his  education;  after  which,  he  was 
delivered  into  the  hands  of  a  foster-&tiier  of  distinguished  merit 
xiamed  Sir  Tholomew. 

Tholomew  a  clerke  he  toke. 
That  taught  the  child  upon  the  boke, 
*  Printed  in  Weber's  Metrical  Romances.  1810. 
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Both  to  qmge  and  to  lede ; 

And  after  he  tau^^t  him  other  deda 

Afterward  to  serve  in  halle, 

Bothe  to  grete  aad  to  amaU; 

Before  the  king  mete  to  kerre^ 

"Bye  and  lowe  foyre  to  serve. 

Both  of  howndia  and  hawkia  game 

After  he  taught  him,  all  and  same^ 

In  se^  in  felc^  and  eke  in  ryrere; 

In  wodde  to  chase  the  wild  dere^ 

And  in  the  fM  to  xyde  a  sted^ 

That  all  men  had  joy  of  his  dede. 
Ipomydon  had  reoeived  from  nature  an  athletic  but  gnusefbl 
figiue;  considerable  docility,  which  was  increased  by  his  respect 
for  the  good  Sir  Tholomcw ;  and  that  decisioQ  of  chanicter,  whidi 
is  of  inmiite  use  to  men  bom  to  command.  He  therefore  soon 
excelled  in  all  manly  exercises,  insomudi  that  none  could  exceed 
him  "  in  casting  the  tree  ne  the  stone,"  and  had  the  good  sense  to 
study  the  arts  of  courtesy  as  much  as  if  he  had  been  unconscious 
of  his  superior  strong  and  activity.  Hennones  was  infinitely 
proud  of  his  accomplished  son,  and  anxious  for  an  opportunity  of 
exhibiting  him  to  a  wider  circle  of  admirers  than  his  own  courts 
on  common  occasions,  was  able  to  furnish ;  for  which  reason  he 
made  unusual  prapucations  for  a  festival  which  he  usually  held  at 
Whitsuntide,  and  invited  numerous  guests  from  the  most  distant 
parts  of  Italv.  Nor  were  his  expectations  disappointed.  Ipomy- 
don did  the  nonours  of  the  entertainment  in  miek  a  maimer  as  to 
attract  universal  admiration ;  and  the  fomale  part  of  the  company 
appeared  generally  to  lament^  as  our  author  assures  us,  tb«t  their 
lo]^  were  not  so  young  or  so  handsome  as  ihe  heir  of  Apulia. 

When  the  important  business  of  dining  was  concluded,  the 
guests  disposed  m  search  of  their  respective  amusemeDts, 

Some  to  chambre  and  some  to  bower. 

And  some  to  the  hif  h  tower ; 

And  some  in  the  hul  stood, 

And  spake  what  hem  thoucht  good ; 

Men  tnat  were  of  tiiat  cyte 

Enqnered  of  men  of  other  country 

Of  Calabre  land  who  was  king  ?— 
And  as  Ipomydon  had  nothing  better  to  do,  he  jomad  thia  inqafr- 
flitive  party. 

The  reply  made  to  this  question  was,  that  the  king  of  Calakria 
was  dead,  and  had  left  his  throne  to  an  only  daiagfater,  who  was 
so  very  beautiful  that  her  charms  mocked  all  power  of  desariptiaB; 
that,  though  so  exquisitely  fiiir,  she  waa  still  more  remarkable  for 
the  extent  of  her  aooomplishments ;  and  that  although  assailed  by 
numerous  suxt<»»^  many  of  whom  were  king%  and  some  even  em- 
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y  Ae  had  detennined  never  to  bestow  her  haxid  but  upon  a 

^ht  who  diould  have  proyed  himself  superior  in  prowess  to  all 

the  knights  in  Ohristendom.  Sudi  an  account  very  naturally 
gaTe  rise  to  further  inquiries  and  to  much  discussion ;  the  per- 
Actions  of  the  heiiess  of  CUanria^  and  her  resolutions  on  the  sub- 
ject of  matrimony,  became  the  uniyersal  topic  of  conyersation; 
and  Ipomydon.  who  had  hitherto  thou^t  little  about  women,  be- 
gan to  thmk  that  lifb  would  not  be  worth  haying  if  he  were  not 
jwnniti«d  to  see  the  wonderful  j^iinoees  of  Calabm* 

ffir  Tholomew  socm  peroeiyed  in  his  pupil  an  air  of  pensiyenesB 
and  dejection,  which  surprised  and  alumed  him,  and  the  young 

)  of  nis  1 


L  haying  at  length  confessed  to  him  the  oause  of  his  anxiety, 
endeayouira  to  dii^  it  by  obserying  that  he  had  no  cause  to 
desnair ;  that  his  personal  merit  was  certainly  not  inferior  to  that 
o£  BOB  riyal%  however  numerous  they  might  be ;  and  that  the 
prmoess  could  not  easily  find  a  more  adyantageous  match  than 
sne  which  should  unite  the  kingdoms  of  Apulia  and  CSaJlabria. 
Ipomydon  answered,  that  his  object  at  present  was  not  to  many 
a  woman  whom  he  had  not  seen,  but  to  see  and  study  her  charac- 
ter; that  he  wished  to  do  this  in  his  own  way;  and  that  unless 
he  were  gratified  on  this  point  he  Aould  assuredly  die.  The  good- 
natoied  tutor,  alarmed  at  this  altematiye,  flew  to  the  kins;  re- 
pwented  to  him  that  his  son^  whose  education  was  now  porjscted, 
waa  denrous  of  visiting  foreign  countries;  and,  after  urging  the 
reasonablenflBS  of  the  request^  ofiered  to  accompany  the  prince  on 
his  travels,  and  to  become  responsible  for  his  oonduct.  Having 
thus  obtained  the  consent  of  Hormones,  he  returned  with  the 
account  of  his  success  to  his  pupil,  who  embraoed  and  thanked 
him;  and,  after  receiving  the  paternal  benediction,  selected  a 
small  number  of  attendants  and  proceeded  to  execute  his  project. 
He  had  no  sooner  begun  his  march  than  he  issued  strict  orders 
to  all  his  retinue  to  conceal  his  name  and  rank,  and  even  the 
oumitry  from  whence  he  came;  at  the  same  time  that  he  did 
every  thing  in  his  power  to  excite  a  curiosity  which  he  was  deter- 
mined not  to  gratify.  Himself  and  Sir  Tholomew,  on  arriving  near 
the  castle  of  uie  princess,  assumed  dresses  of  the  utmost  magnifi- 
oenoe;  their  robes  were  new  and  richly  embroidered,  and  their  man** 
tlfls  glittered  with  precious  stones.    Having  approached  the  gatfi^ 

The  porter  to  them  they  gan  cali,."- 

And  prayed  him,  ^^  Qo  into  the  haO, 

And  say  thy  lady  gent  and  free, .. . , 

That  comen  are  men  of  £eur  contr^, 

And,  if  it  please  her,  we  would  her  pray 

That  we  might  eat  with  her  to-day. 
The  porter,  having  carried  this  message,  presently  returned 
with  a.  gracious  answer,  and  the  strangers  were  ushwed  into  the 
hall,  where  the  princess  had  just  taken  ner  seat  at  taUe. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


60B  EASLT  EKGLIBH  METBICAL  BOIO^NCES. 

-  Ipomydom,  adTancing  to  the  lady,  feU  on  his  knees  beteelMr, 
ana  related.the  object  of  his  journey: 
''I  am  come  from  ftr  land. 
For  speech  I  hear  beforenand, 
rhat  jour  nurture  and  your  service 
Ib  holden  of  so  great  emprjae' ; 
I  pray  you  that  I  may  dwdl  here 
Some  of  your  senrioe  for  to  lere." 
The  lady,  during  the  speech,  surveyed  the  handsome  su^ipUaai 
with  the  most  scrutinizing  attention.    To  fill  any  office  in  her 
court  was  not,  indeed,  disgntceful  even  to  persons  of  the  most  ele- 
vated  rank ;  yet  it  was  unusual  to  see  a  petitioner  for  such  office 
arrayed  with  a  magnifioenoe  which  her  own  treasury  oauld  act 
surpass:  she  therefore  suspected,  and  the  more  she  soryeyed 
Ipomydon  the  more  she  was  tempted  to  cherish  the  sosj^doo, 
that  tiie  avowed  motive  of  his  arrival  was  not  the  real  one.   Sh^ 
however,  readily  consented  to  ffrant  his  request,  and  propoeedto 
him  the  offer  of  cup-bearer,  which  he  gratefully  accepted;  after 
which,  respectfully  saluting  all  the  guerts,  he  took  his  i^pointed 
seat  amon^  them. 

When  dinner  was  ended,  and''the  table  (after  saying  gnu»)  re- 
moved, the  newly-appointed  officer  roee  and  proceeded  ^to  tb» 
buttery,"  still  arrayea  in  his  superb  mantle,  which  now  more  Ito 
ever  attracted  the  e^  of  the  spectators,  because  it  was  not  Qsal 
to  wear  the  mantle  m  performing  any  office  to  a  superior: 
And  every  man  said  to  other  there, 
"  Will  ye  see  the  proud  squyere, 
Shall  serve  my  lady  of  the  wine 
In  his  manteU  that  is  so  fine?" 
But  Ipomydon  had  no  sooner  received  the  cup  from  the  botitfv 
than  by  drawing  a  silken  lace  he  let  fall  the  mantle,  and  deanA 
him  to  accept  that  trifling  present;  with  which  the  man  ran  into 
the  hall,  and,  falling  on  his  kness  before  the  prinoess.  humbb 
prayed  her  to  assure  the  noble  stranger  of  his  gratitude,  nar  whii* 
he  could  not  find  any  adequate  expression. 

This  act  of  ostentatious  generositv  produced  in  tiie  assom^* 
general  murmur  of  surprise  and  admiration,  to  which  IpomyaoD 
was  very  indifferent ;  but  it  also  gained  him  the  more  valusUe 
friendship  of  a  young  squire,  named  Jason,  who  was  cousin  to  the 
princess,  and  much  in  her  confidence,  and  did  not  £ul  of  raodudag 
a  considerable  effect  on  the  heart  of  the  lady  herselt  His  unex- 
ampled profusion,  contrasted  with  the  perfect  simplici^  d  ui 
deportment,  and  with  his  humility  in  discharging  the  duties  of  U^ 
offioe;  the  obstinate  silence  of  his  attendants,  and  his  own  •]»- 
parent  fear  of  revealing  his  name  or  rank  or  country,  piqued  htf 
curiosity,  and  occupied  her  whole  attention.  She  daily  beosiM 
more  and  more  interested  in  penetrating  the  mystery,  and  at  W 
>  Undertaking. 
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Mt  thai  ttttch  of  her  fature  happiness  would  depend  on  her  find- 
ing that  his  birth  was  equal  to  ner  own. 

After  long  thought  and  deliberation,  she  devised  a  scheme 
which  could  not  &il  of  throwing  some  light  on  the  subject  of 
her  solicitude.  His  crraoe  and  address,  and  the  friendship  wilJi 
which  he  had  inspired  her  cousin  Jason,  were  strong  presumptions 
in  &Tour  of  his  nobility ;  but  these  were  still  equivood :  if  he  was 
an  expert  huntsman,  he  must  be  well-bom:  she  therefore  ordered 
a  general  hunting  party,  and  determined  to  watdi  the  conduct  of 
the  stranfler  with  unceasing  attention. 

Ipomydon  had  brought  with  him  three  greyhounds,  which  had 
been  carefully  bred  and  trained  by  Sir  Tholomew,  who  now  at- 
tended his  pupil,  and  assisted  in  managing  them. 

Lpomydon  with  his  houndes  tho 

Imw  down  both  buck  and  doe ; 

More  he  took  with  houndes  three 

Than  all  that  other  company. 

Their  squyers  undid  her  deer 

Each  man  in  his  own  manere. 

Lpomydon  a  deer  yede  unto, 

Jnill  cunningly  gan  he  it  undo ; 

So  fair  that  yenyson  he  gan  to  dight, 

That  both  him  beheld  squyer  and  knight. 

The  lady  looked  out  of  her  pavyloun, 

And  saw  him  dight  the  vemsoun ; 

Thereto  she  had  grete  daiute. 

And  so  had  all  that  did  him  see. 

She  saw  all  that  he  down  drew;* 

Of  hunting  she  wist  he  couth  enow, 

And  thought  in  her  heart  than, 

That  he  was  come  of  gentil  man 
The  inference  appeared  so  legitimate,  that  at  the  dinner  which 
mooeeded  the  chase  she  refused  to  give  him  the  trouble  of  serving 
her,  and  ordered  him  to  sit  by  her  cousin  Jason,  for  the  purpose 
ef  viewing  him  more  at  her  ease,  and  without  exciting  suspicion. 
Ipoinvdon,  being  perfectly  aware  that  he  was  no  longer  quita 
indiflwrent  to  her. 

Anon  it  gave  him  in  this  thought. 

To  look  again  let  would  he  nought. 

Nor  no  more  coward  thought  he  to  be 

Of  his  looking,  than  was  we. 
But  this  alarmed  and  displeased  her ;  and  wishing  to  give  him 
an  indirect  k«son  of  caution,  she  affected  to  have  detected  some 
looks  of  intelligenoe  between  her  cousin  Jason  and  one  of  her 
damsels,  and  reproved  him  for  the  levity  of  his  conduct,  whicfay 
^  How  he  dissected  and  sepanted  the  different  joints,  Sec,  see  Scott's 
Moles  to  Sir  Tristram,  ed.  1833,  p.  385. 
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BheiQUlbzm,m^i6nd'to  enduuer  the  fidr  lepnialkn^f  lbs 
youDg  lady.    Ipomydon  took  the  hint,  bat  felt  it  as  an  oiBBoe: 
Bown  he  looked,  and  thought  mat  ■hsnw 
That  Jason  bare  for  him  the  Uama. 
Btitl  he  Bat,  and  said  no  mare ; 
He  thought  to  dweU  no  longer  there. 
No  sooner  was  dinner  over  than  he  approached  the  jaaam 
tiianked  her  for  the  honour  which  she  had  confiBExed  npoa  hni  1^ 
acoepting  his  servioes,  and  reqaesfeed  her  permiMoa  te  leaga  n 
office,  and  to  return  into  his  own  oooniry.    He  then  took  iam  tf 
the  whole  oourt,  all  of  wh<Mn  ezpiessed  their  r^^  at  hit  de- 
parture, and  set  off  with  his  attcmdaBta,  notwiAabaiadiBg  tk 
affectionate  remonstraiioes  of  his  ficioBd  Jason,  who,  after  latit 
trying  to  detain  him  by  rqwesentin^  the  v^gret  and  misery  which 
his  absence  would  occasion  to  tiie  pimeess,  no  lev  Tainly  entreited 
to  haye  the  pleasure  of  aooonpanying  lum  in  his  travels.   Ipo- 
mydon,  as  we  have  seen,  was  inflenble  in  all  his  resolutionfl.  On 
the  present  occasion,  he  probably  gratified  his  pnde  at  the  eaem 
of  his  happineas ;  but  his  mistresB,  angry  with  nim  because  ^ftr  i 
word  he  went  away,*'  but  still  more  aocry  with  hetaelf  for  utterisg 
that  word,  was  much  more  to  be  pitieC    She  bbmed  her  folly, 

That  she  should  sock  moan  make^ 

For  a  stranger  maniiyB  nk& 

That  no  man  ne  wist  what  he  was; 

But  jet  ^  saide  oft^  "<  Alas !  ** 
Ipomydon,  however,  had  taken  msasafee  to  be  informed  of  >II 
that  passed  at  the  court  of  CUabria,  and  had  kft  a  trusty  attend- 
ant, with  orders  to  bring  him  immeiiiate  intelHgwiee  of  an?  event 
in  which  the  happiness  of  the  prinoess  might  &  materialij  inte- 
rested. He  was  therefore  soffioientif  traj^podl  te  take  an  aethe 
share  in  all  the  festivities  whidli  bos  fttfaer  prepared  in  honour  d 
his  letom,  and  partioalarlr  in  a  magnificent  toainimwrf,  «kR 
he  gained  eveiy  prize,  and  was  triamphantly  admitted  iaki  Ae 
order  of  knighthood. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  prineeai  of  CUaWay  e«ry  day  ks 
pleased  with  herset^  became  every  dav  less  aottciloas to  jteihff 
sulpects.  Her  coundL  having  taken  the  matter  into  conndasta 
waited  on  her  in  a  bod^,  and  requested  that  she  would  condeeood 
to  take  to  herself  a  husband,  and  gratify  her  toyal  subjects  bf 
becoming  the  mother  of  a  long  line  of  prinoes.  In  reply,  Ae 
thanked  them  for  their  exoellent  advioe,  annoonoed  to  them  hr 
intention  of  remaining  in  a  state  of  eelitiaey.  The  eooncil  deib^ 
rated  upon  this  answer,  and  were  of  opinkm  that  it  washghi^ 
frivolous;  for  which  reason,  leBonneing  all  fturfher  iXkiwm^ 
with  her,  they  carried  thei^  oomplants  to  a  neigfahooiiBg  pw^ 
who  was  her  undo,  and  whose  name  was  Meleager.  This  fP^ 
not  being  in  love,  was  much  more  aooearihie  to  Urn       *^ 
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Teasoning  of  the  Odiabiiaxi  ministen ;  anfl,  having  promised  to 
obtain  the  consent  of  his  nieoe  to  their  request,  repaired  to  her 
court;  and,  trusting  more  to  the  authority ot  an  unde  than  to  Uie 
norel^  of  his  arguments^  soon  oyerpowered  her  opposition.  She 
only  stipulated  that  the  jMDssession  of  her  hand  and  of  the  crown 
of  Calabria,  instead  of  bein^  bestowed  by  her  own  caprice,  or  by 
the  wisdom  of  her  counci],  flnould  be  proclaimed  as  the  reward  of 
valour ;  that  a  tournament  should  be  announced  for  the  purpose ; 
that  a  dday  of  six  months  should  be  aUowed  for  the  purpose  of 
apprising  all  who  might  be  disposed  to  enter  the  lists  on  such  an 
oocasion ;  and  that  the  victor  cnight,  whatever  mi^t  be  his  rank, 
flhoiild  reoeive  the  crown  without  delay  or  opposition.  To  tiiese 
terms  Meleager  made  no  objection,  and  measures  were  taken  to 
give  an  possible  publicity  to  tiie  convention. 

The  agent  of  Ipomydon  justly  concluded  that  this  event  was  of 
saffident  importance  to  justify  his  return  to  his  master,  and 
hastened  witn  all  possible  speed  to  Apulia  with  the  inteS^genoe. 
!rhe  prince  immediately  ordered  Sir  Tholcnnew  to  prepare  for  thek 
joomey  into  CSalabria;  after  which 

He  purveyd  him  three  noUe  steeds^ 
And  also  three  noble  weeds : 
That  one  was  white  as  any  miHc ; 
The  trappure  of  him  was  white  ri&. 
That  otncr  was  red,  both  stiff  and  stour; 
The  trappure  was  of  the  same  colour. 
Black  then  was  that  other  steed; 
The  same  colour  was  his  weed. 
Three  greyhounds  with  him  he  lad. 
The  bcSt  that  his  &ther  had ; 
Bed,  and  white,  and  black  they  were. 
When  he  was  dight  in  this  maneve. 
With  him  he  took  a  &ir  may. 
And  went  forth  on  his  journey; 
Into  Seseny  *  the  way  they  nome. 
He  then  directed  Sir  Tholomew  to  enter  the  dty  by  nig^i ;  to 
eonoeal  the  armour,  the  horses,  and  the  hounds,  from  the  view  of 
^  persom  whatever ;  and  strictly  to  enforce  on  all  his  attendants 
4he  same  mlence  which  they  had  observed  durmg  their  iunmr 
iaoniey :  after  which,  taking  with  him  only  tiie  maiden ;  he  tamed 
met  into  the  forest  where  he  had  heard  ihe  erj  of  hounds,  aad, 
having  accosted  a  knight,  was  informed  by  him  that  it  was 
Meleager,  the  king  of  the  country,  who   was  then  hun^oig. 
Ifiom^oD  rode  up  to  him,  and,   after  the  usual    salutatioiis 
rmoBted  service  in  his  court;  which  having  been  consented  to 
l>j  aeleager,  he  proceeded  to  modi%  his  revest  by  the  f oUowuag 
mngnlar  stipulations : 

*  It  is  difficult  to  gnen  what  ooastry  adjoining  to  Naples  can  be  intended 
liy  tills  word,  which  feoerally  means  Saxony 
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Ipomydon  said,  ''I  shall  you  teD, 

At  this  covenant  would  I  dwell, 

FuU  fain  I  would  be  ready  boun. 

To  lead  jour  queen,  both  up  and  down. 

Fro  her  ohamber  to  her  hall, 

And  mj  leman  I  would  her  caU. 

Mj  maiden,  that  is  of  honour, 

Shall  dwell  in  the  queenys  bower. 

At  every  turn  that  I  her  lead, 

A  kiss  of  the  queen  shall  be  my  meed ; 

I  will  no  more  for  my  service. 
Meleager  surveyed  him  with  some  surprise;  but  justly  ooncb- 
ding,  from  this  strange  proposal  and  from  the  splendour  of  his 
appearance,  that  the  Strang  knight  was  a  man  of  great  opulence; 
who  wished  to  reside  at  his  court  for  some  mysterious  reason,  and 
not  with  any  view  to  seduce  the  queen,  replied  that  he  accepted 
the  bargain ;  and,  the  chase  being  conduaed^  conducted  the  new 
chamberlain  to  her  majesty,  who  saw  nothmg  in  the  person  of 
Ipomydon  which  could  lead  her  to  refuse  the  whimsi^  salary 
annexed  to  his  service.  Thus  was  he  naturally  placed  on  a  fi)ol- 
ing  of  fiuniliarity  with  the  royal  couple,  which  he  well  knew  how 
to  improve;  and  his  wealth  and  generosity  soon  secured  the 
affection  of  their  courtiers,  so  that  he  sliortly  became  the  universal 
favourite. 

But  the  imj^rtant  tournament  now  approached.  Meleager  him- 
self was  a  knight  of  no  common  prowess ;  and  he  had  two  compa- 
nions, Sir  Campanys  and  Sir  Gamys,  who  had  acquired  a  brilliant 
reputation  by  their  feats  of  arms.  The  greatness  of  the  prise  fer 
which  numberless  warriors  were  about  to  contend,  the  charms  of 
the  heiress  of  Calabria,  the  extent  and  population  of  her  domi- 
nions, and  the  mighty  preparations  exdtea  in  every  part  of  ItaJ^,' 
were  the  constant  uieme  of  their  conversation,  while  Ipomydcm 
alone  seemed  to  consider  the  universal  bustle  with  apathy  or  witii 
contempt.  Meleager,  lost  in  astonishment  at  his  Dehaviour,  at 
length  formally  proposed  to  him  that  he  should  prepare  to  enter 
the  lists,  at  the  same  time  adding,  with  a  smile,  that  a  ycNmf 
knight  of  his  apparent  strength  and  activity  was  perhaps  justifiea 
in  hoping  to  b^  away  the  prize  with  little  effort  But  Ipomydoa 
humbly  answered,  that  ''he  had  no  wish  but  to  serve  tne  queen 
with  proper  decorum  and  assiduity;  and  that  the  boisterous 
amusements  of  a  tournament,  to  which  he  was  not  accustomed, 
did  not  seem  to  him  worth  pursuing,  to  the  neglect  of  more 
pleasing  and  important  duties.  Meleaser  turned  nrom  him  witii 
a  mixture  of  pity  and  contempt,  and  uunented,  as  did  his^  two 
hardy  compamons.  that  the  many  accomplishments  of  the  amiahki 
Ipomydon  should  be  tarnished  by  the  degrading  stain  o( 
cowardice. 
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On  the  evening  that  preceded  the  ceremony  Ipomjdon  rch 
paired  to  the  queen  and  begffed  a  boon.  ''It  is  a  Ions  time,"  said 
ne,  ''since  my  noiinds  havebeen  fleshed;  and  I  should  be  glad  to 
run  them  at  some  deer  to-morrow,  whUe  my  lord  is  occupied  at 
the  tournament.  Tour  majesty  will,  I  hope,  hold  me  excused, 
should  my  sport  detain  me  in  the  fidd  beyond  the  usual  hour  of 
dinner."  The  mieen  having  readily  assented,  he  sent  for  Sir 
Tholomew,  and  oirected  him  to  bring  to  the  casUe,  before  day- 
break, the  white  steed,  the  white  greyhound,  and  the  white 
armour.  He  then  obtained  from  the  porter  the  key  of  the  casUe, 
rose  before  dawn,  sounded  his  horn  under  the  windows,  laced  on 
his  armour,  vaulted  into  the  saddle^  and,  after  requesting  ffir 
Tholomew  to  hunt  his  greyhound  during  ms  absence,  and  to  con- 
vey the  game  which  he  should  collect  to  an  appointed  spot  in  the 
forest,  set  spurs  to  his  horse,  and  rode  to  a  hermitage  on  the  edce 
of  a  wood,  from  whence  he  could  discern  all  that  passed  in  tne 
lists. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  loud  blasts  of  his  horn  had  awakened  all 
the  maidens  in  the  castle,  so  that,  when  called  to  attend  the  queen, 
they  thought  it  necessary  to  compliment  her  majesty  on  the  mUi- 
tarv  ardour  which  had  so  suddenfy  inflamed  her  nandsome  leman; 
adding,  that  they  hoped  soon  to  hail  his  return  as  victor  from  the 
tournament,  and  that  they  sincerely  forgave  his  having  awakened 
them  so  early  by  a  very  noisy  prelude  to  his  great  achievements. 
The  queen  answered  drily, ''that  though  unfit  for  tournaments, 
her  leman  was  perhaps  as  rationally  employed;"  and  the  maidens, 
abashed  at  finding  their  congratulations  so  unwelcome,  held  their 
peace,  but  seemed  to  lament,  as  Meleager  had  done,  that  the  hand- 
some knight  was  a  coward. 

The  handsome  knight,  however,  was  very  busily  employed. 
Having  xeaohed  the  hermitage. 

He  looked  forth  and  beheld ; 

Many  a  knight  he  saw  in  field ; 

Each  to  other  &st  gan  ride. 

With  great  spears  on  either  side. 

He  took  his  spear,  anon  ri^ht, 

And  lepte  on  nis  steed  so  light ; 

In  he  came  among  hem  alle. 

Through  the  clouds  as  he  had  fiiUe. 
:  The  rapidity  of  his  charge  was  irxesiBtible ;  knight  after  knight 
wns  unhorsed  by  him;  and  the  lady,  who  surveyed  the  combat 
^m  her  bower,  and  had  witnessed  many  alternations  of  success 
and  defeat  in  the  motions  of  the  opposite  squadrons,  beheld  with 
astonishment  this  white  figure,  whidi  seemed  to  pass  through  the 
tanks  like  a  spectre,  unchecked  in  its  career,  and  bearing  down 
without  effort  all  opposition.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  justs,  every 
Toice  proclaimed  tnat  the  white  knight  was  the  victor;  and 
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•  JiflOD,  who,  u  the  qneoii^  &vQ«aite  flquire,  had  been  employed 
^dnobghottt  4he  day  in  otftTing  spean  to  the  combttuita,  now 
'JBDHrtMuly  Mqnetted  him,  by  her  comnumd,  to  repose  hmnelf  h 
:ti»  cuQ».  which  would  douMeeB  become,  within  three  dm  dw 
jwmd  of  his  prowess.  Ipomjdon,  discovering  hhnsdf  to  his  oU 
•companion,  replied.  ^Commend  me  to  my  lady;  si^  that  thai 
mfeum  I  have  done  tor  her,  but  that,  compelled  by  painftd  tkeceeakj 
1  must  now  away  to  my  own  country.  At  these  words  he  nt 
spun  to  his  horse  and  disappeared.  Jason,  much  grieved  at  ik 
loss  of  his  friend,  conveyed  the  message  to  tiie  lady,  who  swoooel 
with  vexation,  tone  her  hair,  bitterly  reproadied  herself  fsr  bs 
fd^y,  and  would  have  put  an  end  to  her  life,  but  that  the  stil 
entertained  a  secret  hope  that  the  ''stranffe  squyere,"  whttewr 
m^t  be  his  avocations,  would  again  make  his  appearanoe  on  tie 
meeeeding  day. 

Ipemydon  now  hastened  to  the  place  at  which  he  had  appointed 
Sir  Tholomew  to  meet  him,  delivei^  to  him  his  horse  and  armoor, 
received  from  him  in  return  a  ^entiful  supply  of  venison,  whidi 
the  white  greyhound  had  pullra  down  in  tiie  coarse  of  the  dij, 
and  repaid  with  it  to  tiie  castle  of  Meleager.  The  game  wm 
displayed  with  much  ostentation,  and  after  supping  most  von- 
c&ouSiy,  he  exclaimed,  with  an  air  of  triumph,  that  he  had  sped 
niidi  better  at  his  chace  than  the  king  his  master  at  the  tooraa- 
ment.  Soon  after  this  a  messenger,  dispatched  by  yi^asga, 
faraoght  an  account  of  the  wonderAu  feats  of  arms  achieved  by  the 
white  knight ;  to  which  Ipomydon  replied  by  an  accomit  of  the 
exploits  of  his  white  greyhound,  whom  he  pronounced  to  be  ntpe- 
rior  in  strength  and  swiftness  to  any  in  the  possession  of  ta 
majesty,  and  requested  that  he  might  have  leave  to  send  sonx 
choice  pieces  of  venison  as  a  proof  of  his  veracity.  The  qaeea. 
and  all  her  court  were  marvellously  pleased  with  this  n&r. 
and  they  almost  hegBOi  to  doubt  whether  the  knight's  want  of 
courage  was  not  compensated  by  his  excellent  talent  for  buffoonen. 

The  next  day  exhibited  a  repetition  of  nearly  the  same  Bcene. 
excepting  that  Ipomydon  was  mounted  on  a  bay  horse,  and  clad  m 
red  armour.  Having  recognized  his  friend  Jason,  who  had  on  that 
morning  been  knighted,  and  took  his  share  in  the  medley,  he  eot- 
bled  him  to  gain  his  spurs  with  great  distinction;  leading tbe 
young  knight  to  repell  the  attacks  of  common  adverBaries,  bot 
taking  to  himself  all  those  who  from  their  superior  strength  awl 
skill  might  have  stopped  his  career  of  glory.  The  address  with 
which  he  performed  this  difficult  task  was  so  conspicuous,  thattbf 
red  knight  was  thought  to  have  eclipsed  the  glory  of  the  white 
A^n  he  was  solicit^  by  Jason  to  retire  to  the  castle:  ''For' 
said  his  friend, 

*^I  wote  thou  shaft  be  lord  here, 
For  I  Imow  none  that  is  thy  peer, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQiC 


iH£  xir.E  OF  iPCACYjooir.  :5i5 

'     flKVA^ijMterday,  the  white  kniebt; 
'Sat  he  is  out  of  land  y-dight  r 

^Nay,  JaMD,  mj  true  fere, 
SBhou  shalt  see  that  I  am  here, 
But  greet  well  my  lady  dear, 
For  £»r  t&-day  have  I  been  here. 
The  which,  I  say,  withouten  fiail, 
Will  me  turn  to  great  travayl ; 
And  many  a  horse  shall  I  ride  to  dodei 
Ere  I  oome  there. that  me  must  need! 
For  all  my  land  I  lose  for  aye, 
But  I  be  there  by  a  certain  day  !** 
This  speech  was  followed,  as  on  the  day  before,  by  tender  remon- 
.«lnui0es  on  the  part  of  Jason,  by  obstinacy  on  the  part  of  Ipomy- 
.4aa,  and  by  the  bitter  lamentatious  of  his  mistress.    The  knigfat 
raho  repeated  with  equal  success  his  old  joke,  saying  to  Meleager*s 
messenger, 

''Commend  me  to  my  lord  so  dear, 
And  say  that  Gaeer,  my  red  greyhound, 
Much  deer  hath  brought  this  day  to  growid; 
I  ha4  more  joy  at  his  running 
Than  to  stand  and  stare  and  see  the  justing !  ** 
The  third  day,  which  was  to  decide  the  fate  of  the  princess  of 
Calabria,  called  forth,  of  course,  all  the  mightiest  combatants. 
Ipomydon,  still  ^>pearing  to  amuse  himself  with  the  chase,  again 
repaired  to  the  hermitage,  from  which  he  issued  on  a  black  steed, 
and  clad  in  black  armour.    His  first  adversary  was  a  champion  of 
igmraf  strength  dressed  in  red  armour,  who  was  mistaken  ay  the 
•arnoess,  and  by  all  the  spectators,  for  the  victor  of  the  preoed- 
«Qff  day ;  but  Ipomvdon  instantly  brought  him  io  the  ground,  and, 
'Seuauig  his  horse,  led  it  off  in  trium^  to  the  extremity  of  the 
Ikts.    He  next  assaulted  Sir  Camys,  and  was  equally  successM. 
Sir  Campanys  was  a  more  formidable  adversary,  and  at  their  first 
;flhock  both  knights  shattered  their  spears  witbout  effect ;  but  the 
aeoand  gave  the  victory  to  Ipomydon.    Meleager,  incensed  at  the 
dft£aat  of  his  two  companions,  spurred  forward  to  revenge  them, 
aad,    attacking    the   unknown    knight  from  behind,    wounded 
'him  in  the  left  arm ;  upon  which  turning  round  he  courteously 
'Said, 

''As  thou  art  kind,  gentil  and  free. 
Abide  and  just  a  course  with  me, 
And  I  forgive  this  vilainye." 
1  .  The  king  said,  "Thereto  grant  I.*" 

•The  lesult  was,  that  his  majesty's  horse  was  presently  led  off  to 
eempany  with  those  of  the  red  knight,  of  Camys,  and  t>f 
y  JDlflath.  "" I  atpcee  tbtrtto. 
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Campan J8 ;  and,  there  being  no  more  compeiitOfB  capaUe  ni  tm^ 
testing  the  prise,  it  was  finailj  adindged  to  the  black  knighi 

Jason,  to  whom  he  again  rev ealea  himself  was  more  disappointol 
than  ever  at  being  unable  to  induce  him  to  take  possession  of  a 
kingdom  which  he  had  gained,  and  to  console  a  beauty  who  adond 
him,  and  whom  his  absence  would  reduce  to  despair ;  but  hisremon- 
strances  wore  still  in  vain ;  Ipomydon  disappwed,  and  retomed 
as  before,  to  tho  castle  of  Meleager  with  the  prey  acquired  I9 
his  black  greyhound.    For  the  third  time,  also,  he  repeated  In 
]i\|unctions  to  the  messenger  to  convey  his  respects  to  the  king; 
"And  say.  my  black  sreyhound  Gilmyn 
To-<lay  nath  borne  him  well  and  fine ; 
For  he  hath  take  many  a  beast, 
The  greatest  that  was  in  the  forest" 
But  whilst  he  was  carving  the  venison,  the  wound  in  his  an 
suddenly  opened,  and  bled  so  plentifully  as  to  alarm  the  tellda^ 
ness  of  the  queen,  to  whom  he  thus  related  the  supposed  eanrnd 
his  hurt: 

'^Forsooth,  madam,  I  shall  you  say; 
I  let  run  at  a  deer  to  day. 
My  palfrey  I  pricked  after  so  hat. 
That  he  stumoled,  and  me  down  < 
At  that  time  I  took  this  harm: 
A  stub  smote  me  through  the  ann. 
And  that  was.  for  I  shomd  say, 
The  gree'  of  the  field  I  had  to-day. 
So  they  laughed  at  him  that  nighty 
That  some  might  not  sit  upright. 
The  queen  now  requested  that  he  would  aooompany  her  cntiie 
following  day  to  the  ceremony  of  ckaXUngi'na  the  prix;  bntke 
answered,  that  having  abeented  himself  from  the  lists,  he  did  not 
wish  to  attend  the  subsequent  challenge ;  and  that,  besidea  1» 
had  just  received  some  advices  from  home  which  compelled  d]B» 
after  thanking  her  majesty  for  all  her  kindnesa  to  solicit  her 
permission  to  depart.    This  separation  from  her  lemon  was  foy 
painful  to  the  queen,  who  spared  no  pains  to  induce  him  to  stay; 
out  he  was  as  usual,  inflexiole,  and.  taking  with  him  the  maidai, 
whom  he  had  brought,  repaired  to  nis  inn  in  the  city,  sent  for  Idi 
host,  and  gave  him  his  final  directions  about  his  horses.    **  I  an," 
said  he,  "  the  person  who  appeared  at  the  late  tournament  in  ike 
successive  characters  of  the  white,  the  red,  and  the  black  kn^i^ 
and  who  won,  on  the  last  day,  the  four  steeds  which  von  see  bcviR 
you.    My  wish  is,  that  you  go  to  tiie  challenging,  that  yon  pM 
on  this  my  white  horse  a  person  dad  in  my  wmte  armour,  aiM 
that  you  publicly  present  both  horse  and  armour  to  King  M^ 
teUing  him  that  his  own  kni^t^  the  queen's  leman,  homUy  c 
^  An  old  root  or  ituBip.  '  Ttm  prise. 
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him  this  present,  and  wishes  that  eveij  hair  of  the  horse  were  of 

fi>ld  or  silver,  that  it  might  be  more  worthy  of  his  acoeptance. 
J  bay  horse  and  red  armour  you  will  present  to  the  queen  his 
wife,  my  noble  mistress,  with  a  similar  message.  The  black  horse, 
with  the  appropriate  armour,  I  send  to  Sir  Oampanys  the  bravest 
of  my  competitors  in  the  tournament.  The  king's  own  horse  you 
will  present  to  the  heiress  of  Calabria,  and  that  of  Sir  Oampanys 
to  her  cousin  Jason.  I  beg  you  to  accept  for  yourself  the  horse  of 
the  other  red  knight,  which  you  will  ride  to  the  ceremony.** 
After  repeating  several  times  the  precise  words  in  which  he 
wished  the  several  messages  to  be  delivered,  he  bestowed  a  mag- 
nificent reward  on  his  host,  and  departed. 

All  the  noble  persons  to  whom  these  presents  were  directed, 
Moepted  them  with  sratitude,  and  expressed  their  admiration  for 
the  eccentric  but  trmy  heroic  character,  who  seemed  equally  eassr 
tooourt  dan^r  and  to  escape  from  tnat  renown  which  is  the 
usual  incentive  to  enterprise.  But  there  was  one  of  his  antag- 
onists to  whom  he  had  sent  no  present,  and  whose  horse  he  hSl 
reserved  for  his  own  use:  this  was  Sir  Camys;  and  he  could  not 
have  easily  found  a  knight  of  more  arrogance,  or  more  disposed 
to  be  afironted,  than  the  person  whom  he  distinguished  by  this 
mortifying  omission.  But  not  wishing  to  avow  the  real  cause  of 
his  indignation,  Sir  Camys  pretended  to  be  angry  with  the  knight 
lor  departing  against  the  wishes  of  the  queen,  and  swore  to  bring 
him  back  either  by  persuaaon  or  by  force. 

Ipomydon  had  been  so  Uioroughly  fatigued  by  the  exertions  of 
ihe  last  three  days,  that  he  was  unable  to  travel  with  much  ex- 
pedition ;  and  he  had  advanced  but  a  little  way  into  the  forest, 
when,  stopping  his  attendants,  and  declaring  that  he  must  refresh 
himself  by  a  uxort  repose,  he  dismounted,  laid  his  head  on  his 
iiiaiden*s  lap  and  almost  iostantly  fell  asleep.  But  he  had  not 
rested  above  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  when  the  maiden  was  alarmed 
by  the  appearance  of  a  knight  armed  at  all  points,  who  ap- 
proached them  at  full  speed,  and  appeared  determined  to  pre- 
▼eut  their  further  progress.  She  hastily  wakened  her  lord,  ana  he 
was  doing  his  best  to  shake  off  his  slumber,  when  Sir  Oamys 
thus  addressed  him : 

'^Traitour!  thou  diddest  dishonour, 

When  thou  brakest  the  aueenys  bower, 

And  toke  her  maiden  ana  my  stede ! 

Again  to  court  I  will  thee  lead. 

Anse,  Traitour !  I  bid  thee ; 

To  court  thou  shalt  again  vrith  me.** 

Ipomydon  answered  this  brutal  speech  in  terms  of  the  greatest 

courtesy :  but  gave  Sir  Oamys  to  understand  that  he  was  naturally 

disinclined  to  do  anything  on  compulsion;  that  he  could  not 

letum  to  court  because  his  joomey  ky  in  an  opposite  direction; 
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tHa^  if  he  were  lest  rieepy  he  riionld  be  in  a  great  hnny;  wti 
that  it  would  be  bartMurous  to  cany  an  alternition  any  foztiier 
with  a  man  who  had  so  little  leisure  to  disfnite  the  point  The 
moderation  of  the  drowsy  knight  had.  however  no  effect  on  bis 
angry  antagonist.  He  therefore  rubbea  his  eyes,  laid  hold  of  hit 
spear,  mounted  his  horse,  took  his  distance,  charged  Sir  Gamjvat 
fall  speed,  and  threw  him  over  the  crupner  of  his  horse  with  soclt 
violence  that  his  arm  was  broken  in  the  fiilL  He  then  ordered 
his  attendants  to  seize  his  steed ;  to  mount  him  on  the  wont 
snmpter  horse  in  their  troop,  with  his  &oe  to  the  animal's  t^ 
and  his  hands'  tied  bdiind  him ;  and  to  escort  him  haxk  to  the 
court,  which  was  at  no  great  distance,  where  his  reception  might 
possibly  cure  him  of  his  arrogance.  Having  given  these  somnivy 
orders,  our  knight  again  went  to  rieep,  ana  met  with  no  sesoirf' 
interruption. 

'  The  unfortunate  Sir  Camys,  burstiiig  with  vexation,  wtidiiiig 
with  pain  from  his  broken  arm,  and  not  a  little  annoyed  by  the 
retrograde  mode  of  travelling  which  he  now  tried  for  the  ftnf 
time,  passed  through  the  shouting  multitudes  who  filled  the 
streets  of  the  city  to  the  castle-gate^  where  he  was  immecSaleif 
admitted  by  the  porter,  and  then  condnoted  by  Sir  Jason,  who 
held  the  horse's  bridle,  through  the  great  hall,  where  Ae  whcft 
cxRurt  was  assembled,  to  Mdeager,  who  with  great  gravity  re- 
quested him  to  relate  aU  the  circomstances  of  his  adventaxe 
The  humbled  knight,  compiled  to  obey  the  ordere  offaissine' 
reiffn,  and  to  become  the  historian  of  his  own  di^^raoe,  could  wm. 
find  no  refuge  Ibr  VBSiity  but  in  exaggeivting  the-  invincifale  ftnr 
of  his  antagonist — 

'Though  all  the  knightee  in  tiie  hall 

Come  to  him,  both  great  and  smsll. 

He  would  of  them  give  nothing, 

But  if  it  were  of  you,  Sir  king'!'* 

Then  they  lou^e  idl  in  same,* 

And  at  his  harm  had  good  game. 

There  was  none  in  that  place 

But  they  were  glad  of  tet  case. 

Thus  Camys  hath  his  service  quit, 

And  of  Ipomydon  here  le  a  fytte. 

Caitto  IL 

Ipomydon.  continuing  his  journey,  was  met  by  a  deputation  of 
his  people  wno  had  been  lonff  in  searoh  of  him,  and'  who  notified 
to  him  the  death  of  his  ffool  fkther  King'  Hermones.  He  theie- 
fbre  hastened  his  march;  and,  having  made  »  rabid  pnpm 
tMrougk  his  dominions  to  receive  the  eaths  of  ftnlty  warn  hir 
siribjeotB,  evinced  his  filial  piety  by  eirdtting  a  mafpuliceDt  taenf 
1  lAoglieddl  together 
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for  his  father,  owmog  nnaiheritefli  nmnw  to  he  soDg  in  all  the 
churches,  ana  ciistribatinff  alms  to  the  poor  in  saoh  abundanoe,  as 
to  prove  that  he  inherited  the  virtaes  together  with  the  power  of 
his  excellent  predecessor. 

The  next  omect  of  his  attention  was  the  queen  hib  mother,  who 
foondyinthe  land  and  dutiful  demeanour  of  her  son,  the  best 
compensation  that  could  be  afforded  to  her  for  the  loss  of  an 
affectionate  husband,  and  repaid  him  by  the  most  unbounded 
confidence.  Here  it  may  be  proiKsr  to  observe  that,  during  the 
turbulent  ages  in  which  this  history  is  placed,  the  persons  of 
young  and  beautiful  females  were  often  exposed  to  manifold 
hazards,  so  that  the  reader  must  not  be  scanoaiized  by  the  dis- 
covery, that  the  tender  mother  of  Ipomydon  had  afforded  an  ax- 
ample  of  such  casualties. 

it  befell  upon  a  day 

The  queen  to  her  son  gan  say, 

In  pnvity,  and  in  counsail, 
"  Thou  hast  a  brother,  withouten  fail. 

Privily  gotten  me  upon, 

Ere  I  was  wedded  to  any  mon. 

But  hastily  he  was  done  firo  me, 

I  ne  wot  if  he  alive  be. 

But  he  me  sent,  this  ender^  year, 

A  rich  ring  of  gold  full  clear ; 

An  ever  he  any  brother  had. 

That  I  should  give  it  him,  he  bade ; 

That  where  he  come,  among  high  or  low. 

By  that  rinff  he  should  him  know. 

Than  take  &is  ring,  my  son,  of  me ;. 

In  what  country  that  he  be. 

Who  that  knoweth  this  iike  ring. 

He  is  thy  brother,  vrithout  lesinff !" 
Ipomydon  accepted  the  ring,  and  promised  to  spare  no  pains  in 
searching  for  its  original  proprietor. 

Soon  after  this,  the  principal  barons  of  A]|u1ia  proposed  to  him 
that  he  should  issue  orders  for  his  coronation;  out  this  he  de- 
clined for  the  present,  and  satisfied  himself  with  appointiuff  as 
his  lieutenant  his  uncle.  Sir  Piers  of  ApuHa,  a  knight  of  a  miadle 


age  of  apraoved  valour,  and  distinguished  by  an  inflexihle  lofO  of 
justice.  With  regard  to  himself  he  modestly  said  that  he  had 
not  yet  sufficiently  proved  his  prowess;  bui  in  hat  he  wished  to 
)m  disengaged  for  the  purpose  of  going  in  quest  of  his  broliier, 
i^er  having  previously  rescued  the  he&ss  of  Oalafaria^  who  mm 
wnw  iBi  greater  danger  than  eves. 

A  duke  dwelleth  Calabre  beside, 
**     '  '  A  ston^  man  and  of  great  pride. 

'  Last  year. 
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He  was  isaghtr  and  of  great  powere: 
Men  dreaded  him  both  fiu*  and  near ; 
His  name  was  Duke  Qeron ; 
Of  Sesseny  land  he  was  baron. 

This  formidable  duke  had  convinced  himself  that  the  poBseaniA 
of  the  beautiful  heiress  of  Calabria  would  add  much  to  bb 
pleasures,  and  that  her  ample  territorjr  would  form  a  verjr  a^w- 
able  addition  to  his  dominions ;  for  which  reason  he  had  signified 
to  the  lady  his  intention  of  marrying  her,  if  she  chose  to  accept 
his  hand,  or  of  destroying  every  man,  woman,  and  child,  in  Caa- 
bria,  if  she  rejected  his  offer.  From  his  mode  of  courtship  wa  | 
may  infer  that  he  did  not  think  his  person  very  seducing ;  ana  tbe 
lady,  who  had  some  reasons  for  believing  her  lover  to  be  the 
bravest  as  well  as  the  handsomest  knight  in  the  world,  dismiaKd 
the  duke's  ambassadors  with  a  most  contemptuous  refusal,  and 
prepared  to  defend  herself  as  well  as  she  could ;  while  her  fisro- 
cious  suitor  collected  a  formidable  army,  and  prepared  to  cany  hn 
threats  into  immediate  execution.  Such  was  the  state  of  affiun^ 
as  reported  to  Ipomydon  by  the  emissary  whom  he  had  again  left 
behind  him  after  his  last  expedition  to  C^bria. 

Instead  of  preparing  to  meet  his  rival  with  the  military  arma- 
mttnts  of  a  mighty  monarch,  our  hero  had  recourse  to  one  of  hit 
usaal  devices: 

Bight  unseemly,  in  quaint  manere, 

He  him  dight,  as  ve  shall  hear. 

A  barber  he  onUed,  withouten  more, 

And  shave  him,  both  behind  and  before^ 

Quaintly  indented,  out  and  in ; 

And  also  he  shore  half  his  chin : 

He  seemed  a  fool,  that  quaint  sire, 

Both  by  head  and  by  attire. 

Armour  he  took  that  was  rustye, 

And  horsed  him  on  an  old  rounoy* ; 

An  helm  as  black  as  anv  pan ; 

A  crooked  spear  he  took  nim  than. 

When  that  he  was  thus  dight. 

He  seemed  ill  a  doughty  Imight. 

Thus  fantastically  accoutred,  he  set  off  alone  to  the  oooitfiC 
Meleager,  suddenlv  burst  into  the  hall  with  the  gestures  of  a 
madman,  and  with  apparent  awkwardness  shiver^l  his  spear » 
that  the  splinters  were  scattered  upon  the  table.  Both  king  and 
queen  were  delighted  at  the  arrival  of  the  whimsical  and  unet' 
peoted  visitor.    "  Fool,  go  to  meat,"  was  the  hospitable  exdamt- 

1  A  hackney  hone.     See  other  examples  of  the  term  in  HaUivaU'f  Dic- 
tioDary,  p.  694. 
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ti<m  of  both ;  but  the  fool  would  not  set  down  to  table  till  he  had 
«xaoted,  as  a  boon,  that  he  should  be  pennitted  to  take  the  firat 
adrenture  which  should  offer.  A  request  apparently  so  unimport- 
ant was  granted  vrithout  difficulty,  and  the  guests  were  in  expec- 
tation of  receiving  infinite  amusement  from  their  fool,  when  a 
damsel  mounted  on  a  white  mule,  and  accompanied  by  a  dwarf, 
entered  the  hall  and  rode  up  to  Meleager. 

This  damsel  was  an  envoy  from  the  princess  of  Calabria,  who 
Bent  her  to  request  the  aid  of  her  uncle  against  the  odiousDuke 
Qeron,  who  had  found  little  difficulty  in  dissipating  the  effeminate 
troc^  of  Calabria,  and  now  actually  besieged  her  in  her  dtadeL 
Meleaser,  replied,  that  Sir  Campanys,  whom  alone  he  could  have 
trusted  as  a  champion  capable  of  facing  the  redoubtable  Geron, 
was  now  absent,  with  all  his  best  knights,  on  a  distant  expedition,, 
and  that  he  had  no  one  calci^ted  to  undertake  the  adventure. 
At  this  instant  the  fool  started  up,  and  claimed  the  king's  promise ; 
and  though  the  damsel  indignantly  disclaimed  such  on  assistant, 
lie  persevered  in  asserting  his  right,  and  declared  himself  ready  to 
fight  Sir  Geron.  She  turned  away  and  departed ;  but  the  fool  soon 
overtook  her,  and  became  her  faithful  uiough  unwelcome  com- 
panion. She  ordered  the  dwarf  to  pitch  her  tent ;  she  took  her 
repast  with  him,  but  would  not  offer  a  morsel  to  the  fool :  fortun- 
ately the  fool  had  dined,  and  paid  no  attention  to  her  discourse. 
Bat  her  dinner  was  shortly  interrupted  by  a  still  more  disagreeable 
Yiaitant.  One  of  Duke  Geron*s  warriors  rode  up  to  the  tent, 
bailed  the  damsel  as  his  mistress,  and  without  further  ceremony 
proceeded  to  treat  her  as  such.  It  should  seem  that  the  duke  him- 
self being  an  enemy  to  much  form  on  such  occasions,  all  his  fol- 
lowers hMl  abridged  as  much  as  possible  the  minutisd  of  courtship. 
But  the  fool  interfered;  and.  after  a  short  verbal  altercation. 
seized  a  piece  of  a  tent-pole,  laid  the  knight  with  one  blow  dead 
at  his  feet,  and  bestowed  upon  the  dwarf  his  horse  and  armour, 
reserving  only  his  enemy's  spear,  which  seemed  to  be  a  strong  one, 
for  some  future  occasion. 

They  then  resumed  their  journey;  but  at  their  next  resting- 
place  tiiey  were  assaulted  by  a  second  adventurer,  as  amorous  as 
the  former,  but  not  more  fortunate.  Being  compelled  to  just  with 
the  fool  before  he  could  obtain  possession  of  the  lady,  he  was 
pierced  through  the  heart  by  the  spear  of  his  apparently  con- 
temptible adversary,  and  his  spoils  were  again  given  to  the  dwarf, 
who  began  to  think  that  madness  and  great  military  skill  were 
more  compatible  than  he  had  hitherto  imagined. 

Again  tney  resumed  their  journey ;  and  travelling  till  near  the 
close  of  evening,  pitched  their  tent,  and  hoped  to  escape  all  further 
iDlermption ;  but  thev  were  disappointed. 

Eight  as  they  sat  and  made  them  g^lad. 
There  oame  a  knight,  as  the  devil  him  EMde; 
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He  WBff  tin  duke's  broiler  6«oii; 
AH  WM  blad^  that  he  had  on, 
Both  his  hone  and  his  weed: 
Ik)  the  maid  he  gan  him  speed, 
And  said.  ^Sithe  I  find  70a  hare, 
Ye  shall  be  my  leman.  dean*' 
The  fool  said,  "Nay,  not  so, 
Another  she  haSth  ta'en  her  to ; 
That  I  am  that  thou  seest  here ; 
If  thoa  her  bay,  die  is  too  deac" 
"FooV  he  said,  ''thoa  boordest  gnta'; 
Wiu  my  veur  I  shall  thee  bes^; 
Her  time  mully  hath  she  qied. 
If  die  should  lie  with  thee  iabedr 
The  fod.  said,  "Twice  I  have  her  bought ; 
With  tiiy  diiding  thoa  gettesfe  her  nought: 
If  thou  her  haT&  thou  mast  her  boy 
A  pem^  dearer  than  ever  did  L** 
There  was  no  longer  to  abide, 
Bat  either  of  them  to  other  gan  ride; 
The  fool  met  the  knight  so 
That  his  back  brast  on  two. 
With  that  stroke  he  him  slew. 
And  his  anaour  off  he  drew ; 
Anon  ha  took  the  knightys  stead, 
And  armed  him  in  his  weed. 

This  ohange  of  armour  produced  such  a  djflerenoe  in  his  wUa 
appearance,  iliat  the  damad,  in  whom  his  astonishing  stwin^ 
and  activity  had  alread3r  excited  some  suBpiciona,  examined  hm 
again  with  great  attention,  and  at  length  convinced  hersdf  that 
he  could  be  no  other  than  the  "strange  sqnire."  She  now  lamcntdl 
the  discourtesy  with  which  she  had  hitherto  treated  him,  and 
wished  to  make  amends  by  an  excess  of  kindness.  Tbej  all  as- 
tired  early  to  rest ;  and  the  dwarf  without  loss  of  time,  began  to 
snore;  at  which  signal  the  damsel  rose,  and  approadiii^  iJ» 
knight,  made  him  a  very  unexpected  and  unreserwd  dedacatiaK 
of  love,  adding  that,  though  in  the  service  of  the  prinoeas  of  Ctht 
bria,  slie  was  not  less  nobly  bom,  scarcely  less  rich,  eauaQy  hwd- 
some,  and  of  a  more  affectionate  disposltiQn  than,  toat  mdj^  lor 
whom  he  had  suffered  so  much ;  and  ready  to  aoeompany  hnn  ift 


all  his  fortunes,  without  ^ving  him  the  trouble  ot  kiuiogaw 
more  dukes  or  knights  for  ner  sake.  But  the  knight,  who  hsa 
assumed  the  disguise  of  a  madmaa  for  his  ownpurposes,  wasnat 
disposed  to  for^o  so  suddenly  the  privil^es  of  his  rfrnrprjir'i 
Feigning  to  be  phgued  by  a  disagreeaUft  dream,,  he-begaif  to  ges- 
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ticiilate  with  saA  yiolenoe,  winbt  he  tttteied  the  most  incoherent 
ejacuhitions,  that  the  loye-eick  damsel,  after  receiving  a  few 
bniifiesfirom  his  elbows,  and  narrowbr  escaping  a  violent  contusion 
on  her  nose,  was  compelled  to  abandon  herpnrpoBe,  and  leave  him 
to  his  slumbers. 

As  it  was  necessaiy,  for  tiie  purpose  of  retoming  to  the  citadel 
undiscovered,  that  she  should  set  off  before  daybroEik,  ^e  took 
leave  of  the  knight,  after  inquiring  whether  he  was  still  disposed 
to  fulfil  his  promise  to  Meleager,  and  undertake  the  battle ;  to 
which  he  answered,  still  in  his  assumed  character,  that  he  possibly 
might,  but  that  after  surveying  Duke  Geron  in  the  morning  he 
sbmild  determine  whether  he  liked  his  looks.  This  donbtftJ:* 
message,  therefoxe,  she  conveyed  to  the  princess,  who,  deriving 
little  consolation  from  it,  now  emi^oyted  herself  in  aceekcatiiig  the^ 
pi^paiatioDs  which  she  had  mads  ft>r  her  escape  from  aeitadd. 
tHudi  she  was  no  longer  able  to  defend. 

Duke  6en>n,  awan  that  his  success  depended  very  mudi  <m  hist 
ffwdlinff  himsdf  of  the  genecal  alarm  which  the  c^ridity  of  hit 
imoad  had  inspired,  and  that  the  allies  of  the  princess  might  in  ai 
short  time  com*  to  her  assistance,  in  muh  nnmhew  as  to  oompd 
kirn  to  raise  the  sieg&  spared  no  pains  to  intimidate  the  garoson 
into  a  speedy  surrenoer.  He  had  advanced  to  the  rate  of  the 
eiladd,  and  had  threatened  all  tike  inhabitants  wtih  incyerriminaie 
aoasHMEe,  unless  the  princess  were  ddzveied  tohim,  or  a  chamywa 
sent  eut  to  combat  lum  in  die  field,  when  he  diaoovend  a  kugh^ 
wham,  he  mistook  for  his  bvodier,  advancing  towarda  hii%  and 
aaddenly  heard  himself  addwsued  by  a  voice  to  whidi  he  was  a 
perfect  stranger,  and  in*  a  tone  by  ne  means  frataiiaL. 

^  What  art  thou  that  makest  this  eni 

And  at  tiiis  gate  so  great  mastryef^ 
''  I  ank"  hesa^  ''lord  of  aO  heiein; 

For  I  am  sekyr  this  maid  to  win, 

And  will  do  so  ere  I  henoe  gon; 

That  other  husband  getteth  she  tteaef** 

Ipomydon  said,  '^That  thou  shalt  miss, 

For  all  mine  own  that  lady  is, 

And  fall  long  she  hath  be  so; 

Therefore,  I  rede  thee,  hence  go  t 

I  wfll  her  defend  from  all  men.** 

The  duke  answered  bitterly- then. 
''Traitour  !**  he  ssid,  **  thou  art  anodher ; 
^.  .  I  weened  thou  hadst  been  my  brother;  ^ 

^  Bis  steed  thou  hast,  his  armour  lo; 

Thou  hast  him  shun  I  trow  also.*' 
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*^  That  I  him  dew  I  gainsay  nought; 
Thee  so  to  serve  have  I  thought.** 
With  that  word,  withouten  he, 
Fast  together  gan  they  hie, 
That  their  speares  all  to-brast; 
They  drew  their  swerdes  and  fought  &8t. 
The  lady  lay  in  a  high  tower, 
And  saw  between  them  all  the  stoor ; 
But  she  ne  wist  which  for  her  did  fight. 
For  they  in  like  weed  were  dight. 

We  have  seen  that  Geron  himself  had  mistaken  his  antagonist 
for  his  brother ;  and  the  princess,  very  naturally  supposing  that 
the  odious  duke  was  the  most  formidable  knight  in  tnc  world  ex- 
cepting the  stranffe  squire  her  lover,  no  less  naturally  condadad, 
wnen  either  knight  appeared  to  gain  a  visible  advantage,  tlmt  he 
was  Gteron.  Ipomydon,  however,  though  he  had  never  before 
cnoountered  such  a  formidable  adversiury,  obtained  at  length  a 
decided  superiority ;  and  Geron,  staggering  under  the  weij^t  of 
a  blow  which  his  heknet  had  resiste^^but  which  had  nearly  di*- 
looated  his  neck,  sued  for  mero^,  promised  to  evacuate  CaLabrii^ 
to  repay  all  the  damages  occasioned  by  his  troops,  to  become  the 
vassal  of  his  conqueror,  and  to  yield  him  an  annual  tribute  of  a 
thousand  pounds  of  gold.  Promises  of  this  kind  were  held  so 
sacred  hj  the  laws  of  chivalry,  that  Ipomydon,  after  assentiiig  to 
the  conditions,  hastened  to  the  gate  or  the  citadel,  where  he  ex- 
pected to  be  received  with  open  arms,  and  was  much  surprised  at 
finding  that  neither  threats  nor  entreaties  could  obtain  him  ad- 
mittance.   In  fiust  his  mistress  was  no  longer  there. 

Beside  the  castle  where  in  was  the  eyre,* 

Benneth  a  river  long  and  &ir. 

With  shippes  and  sayles  manifold, 

Their  foremes'  were  of  fine  gold,  kc. 

In  shorty  prepossessed  that  the  victor  knight  must  be  the  tjraiit 
whom  she  dreaded,  she  had  escaped  at  one  gate  when  her  derander 
approached  the  other,  embarked  without  delay,  and  was  hMtowing 
down  the  river  as  &st  as  her  sails,  her  oars,  and  the  current  cooU 
carry  her,  whilst  Ipomydon  was  vainly  remonstrating  with  the 
keepers  of  the  gate,  who,  having  heard  from  their  mistress  that  he 
must  be  Duke  Geron,  were  determined  te  believe  that  he  oould 
he  no  other  person,  and  were  confirmed  in  their  obetinaqr  b^  ob- 
serving the  departure  of  the  hostile  army,  without  whose  aid  it 
was  obviouslv  impossible  that  he  should  force  an  entrance. 

Fortunately,  while  the  princess  was  retreating  so  predpitalsltf 

>  Heirett.  *  Fomu  or  images  ?  Stttaes  were  used  to  deoonte  ast 
only  the  headi,  but  the  sternf  of  ehipi  alio,  and  wm  asoally  gilded. 
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down  the  river,  Sir  Campanjs  and  the  rest  of  her  nnde^s  kni^iitfl 
were  marching  along  its  banks  to  her  assistance.  Th^  hailed 
the  yeasds,  and  vrith  some  difficulty  obtained  a  parley,  in  which 
the  fiightened  princess  gave  them  the  best  information  in  her 
power  concerning  the  adventures  of*  her  damsel  and  the  fool,  and 
concerning  the  combat  in  which  one  of  the  knights  had  been 
'victorioos,  and  respecting  her  flight,  which  she  had  valiantly 
deferred  till  the  veiy  last  moment.  Sir  Campanys,  who  was  not  tk 
•U  frightened,  could  not  help  remarking  to  her  a  circumstance  in 
her  narrative  which  required  further  explanation;  namdy,  that 
being  in  possession  of  a  strong  castle,  defended  by  a  numerous 
garrison,  she  had  at  length  fled  from  it  on  the  approach  of  a 
aingie  knight.  He  therefore  conjured  her  to  return,  and  prondsed 
to  dear  up  the  mystery,  and  even  to  bring  her  the  nead  of  Geron, 
if  it  should  appear  tnat  he  had  been  the  victor  in  the  late 
combat. 

The  lady  now  consented  to  go  back:  but,  on  approaching  the 
castle,  kept  her  vessels  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  wnilst  Sir  Cam- 
panys ana  his  knights  rode  forward  to  the  gate,  where  they  behekl 
a  knight  whose  armour  led  them  to  think  that  the  fears  of  the 
princees  were  well  founded. 

Sir  Gampany's  said  in  this  manere ; — 
*<  What  art  thou  that  standest  here? 
Tell  me  why  thou  makest  this  din. 
And  what  thou  wouldest  have  herein  ?** 
He  said,  **  My  leman  that  I  wan ; 
I  wiU  not  leave  her  for  no  man  !** 

Sir  Oampanys  now  insisted  on  his  retiring  immediately,  on  pain 
of  being  treated  like  a  common  robber,  and  attacked  by  himself 
and  all  his  friends  at  the  same  time.  Ipomydon  was  completely 
confounded  by  this  unexpected  outrage,  and  almost  fandea  him- 
self in  a  dream ;  but  at  length,  seeing  that  Oampanys  prepared 
to  carry  his  threats  into  execution,  drew  his  sword,  set  his  back 
Bf^nst  a  buttress  of  the  wall,  and  defended  himself  with  such 
vigour  as  to  keep  his  assailants  at  bay,  till  one  of  his  gauntlets 
being  chopped  on,  he  was  forced  to  fprasp  his  sword  in  his  naked 
hanc^  on  wnich  was  displayed  the  nng  presented  to  him  by  his 
mother. 

The  sight  operated  like  a  talisman  upon  Sir  Oampanys,  who 
instantly  dropped  the  point  of  his  sword  and  demands  a  parley, 
to  the  great  lelief  of  all  the  combatants,  who  were  b^  tiliis  time 
exceedingly  tired,  and  after  some  difficulty  in  actjusting  a  point 
of  great  importance  in  chivalry,  namdy,  the  right  of  puttin|r  the 
first  question,  they  at  length  came  to  an  esrolanation,  oy  which  it 
appeared  that  Sir  Oampanys  was  the  long  lost  brother  of  Ipomy- 
don, and  that  Ipomydon  was  the  strange  squire;  the  whit^  red, 
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,and  blaok  knight;  the  ohttnhiBrhdii  of  Melotger'fl  qonn;  Kbe^Nl; 
and  ihe  re^Mitod  Inoiher  of  J>uke  Geron. 

With  thiB  stock  of  importaiit  inteUigenoe  the  kni^iti  sepuni 
to. 'the  river-eidfi;  and,  though  unable  to  oommnma^  at  aoEh  a 
dktanoe,  a  very  oiicainstantial  aooonnt  of  what  had  piMwri,  eoor 
tdved.  by  the  j<nnt.aid  ef  bawlmg  and  of  geitioalatioii,  to  eamba 
tittt  inej  were  the  bearen  of  very  good  news,  and  that  it  raatoi 
'to  the  ''strange  squiie."  The  nrineess,  now  oared  of  her  ktm, 
ordered  out  a  boaL  threw  hemif  into  14^  mged  the  n 
Qonyey  her  with  the  vtmost  poBsible  diqnldi,  and 
fa^er  on  the  bank, 

She  leaped  out  of  the  boat  on  hie, 

Into  the  water  that  he  stood  bj; 

And  he  in  afker,  wonder  last, 

Tha^  iq»  he  gat  her  at  the  last. 

When  they  come  unto  the  lond, 

Ipomydon  io€k  her  by  the  hond. 

And  told  her  there^  withouten  £u], 

Her  love  had  eaueed  him  great  trmiL 
.  He  then  related  very  modestly  and  sueoinctly  his  vasMs  ei- 
ploits^  to  which  she  listened  with  ddu^  and  attentiaii,  aad 
abstamed  from  swooning  with  pleasure  tm  he  had  concluded  his 
wh<de  narrative ;  after  which,  and  a  great  deal  of  kissing  and  em- 
bracing, attended  with  more  joy  than  the  author  of  the  ronumoe 
will  undertake  to  describe,  they  repaired  together  to  the  castle, 
and  sent  out  ''letters  of  ^reat  noblay**  to  ]£ng  Meleager,  to  the 
emperor,  to  Sir  Hers  of  Apulia,  and  to  all  the  archbishops,  bishopa 
ana  nobles  of  the  adjoining  country,  to  attend  the  solemniatioQ 
of  their  nuptiala    Tins  splendid  aasemhly  being  oonveaed. 

On  the  morrow,  when  it  was  day, 

They  busked  tiiem,  as  I  you  say. 

Toward  the  ohnrdi,  with  game  and  ^ee, 

To  make  that  groat  solempniti, 

The  ardi-hiahop  of  that  land 

Wedded  them,  I  understand. 

When  it  was  done,  as  I  you  say, 

Home  they  went  without  delay. 

By  that  they  come  to  tiie  castel. 

Their  meat  was  ready  every  dell 

Trumpes  to  meat  gan  blow  tho, 

Claryons  and  other  minstrels  mo. 

Tho  they  washed  and  went  to  meat, 

And  every  lord  took  his  seat. 

When  they  were  set,  all  the  roui^ 

Minetreb  blew  then  all  about 

Till  they  weee  served  with  node 

Of  the  ^.ooune  that  tide. 
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The  aeryiee  WM  of  gmt  Bxraj, 

That  they  were  ssrved  with  that  dn^. 

Thus  they  ate,  iiid  node  them  g^ad, 

With  Slum  «erviee  as  they  had. 

When  they  had  dined,  as  I  yea  «ay, 

Lordis  and  hulieB  yede  to  pky; 

Seme  to  tables,  and  some  to  chets, 

With  other  gaaes  more  and  lew. 
To  «oiidlude,  Ipomydon  distributed,  at  the  end  of  the  festiyal, 
eoDfldaable  htfgeflseB  totheminstrefe  and  othem,  who  had  asBisted 
in  asMfling  the  company ;  and  bestowed  on  his  brother  Bir  0am- 
vnfB  the  iaveetiture  of  Apulia,  with  the  reserve  of  a  single  earl- 
oom,  whic'  "  "" 


which  was  alienated  in  favour  of  Sir  Tholomew:  he  also 
oeotered  on  his  resneotable  and  apparently  aged  foBter-&ther 
"  a  auuden  his  lief  to  oe  ;*'  and,  with  more  seeminff  propriety,  gave 
the  hand  of  another  maiden,  together  with  the  ioand  of  Crete  as 
a  maznage  portion,  to  his  young  friend  and  companion  Sir  Jascm. 
Theae  acts  of  generosity  maintained  and  increased  the  reputation 
whmh  he  had  aheady  aoqnired,  and  ^e  remainder  of  his  life  was 
sgmi  in  tranquillity  and  happiness. 


SIR  EGLAMOUR  OP  ARTOYa 


The  foUowing  abstract  is  taken  from  a  copy  in  Ganick's  ooHection, 
'  h  was  printed  *'at  Londcm  in  Forster  lane,  at  the  sygne  of  the  Hartes 
e,  by  John  Walley."  Another  printed  copy  ia  preserved  in  the  Bod- 
There  are  three  MSS.  of  this  romance,  one  of  which  is  in  the 
.Cattail  library,  Calig.  A.  xii. ;  another  in  the  Public  Library  Cambridge, 
Ff.  iL  38;  and  a  third  in  Biahop  Percy's  folio.' 

The  writer  tells  ns  in  the  last  stanza,  that  *'  in  romannce  this  chronicle 

is;"  so  that  Ritson  can  have  had  no  good  reason  to  doubt  its  being  a 

•  trsnslation,  merely  becanse  the  Frendi  origmal  has  not  yet  been  dis- 

eovered.    The  same  remark  will  af^ly  to  Sir  Tryamoor. — It  contains 

214  stasias  of  six  liaes. 


At  the  time  when  the  country  of  Artois,  since  incorporated  with 
France,  was  governed  by  its  native  sovereigns,  there  reigned  there 
a  count  named  Sir  Prinsamour,  whose  court,  though  neither  so 
magnificent  nor  so  numerous  as  those  of  more  powerful  monarchs, 
afforded  an  ezoeUent  seminary  for  the  instruction  of  youth  in  the 

'  The  cnrions  romance  of  Torrent  of  Portugal  is  founded  on  the  same 
tale  as  Sir  Eglamour,  The  copy  of  the  latter  in  the  Cambridge  MS.  was 
printed  in  the  Thornton  Romances,  cd.  Uaihnett. 
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eourteey  and  aooompliahments  of  ohiTalTj.  Prinsamoor  had  n 
daughter  named  CryiitabeU,  the  intended  heiresB  of  his  dominioM, 
of  whose  beauty  and  acoomplishments  he  was  deservedly  proudy 
and  whom  he  hoped  to  plaoe  on  one  of  the  principal  thrones  in 
Earope.  But  Orystabell  was  not  ambitious.  Educated  in  her 
other's  court,  she  was  naturally  partial  to  its  inhabitanta,  and 
among  these  there  was  a  young  knight  to  whom  she  was  mare 
partifd  than  to  the  rest,  either  because  he  was  handsomer,  or 
oecause  at  tho  numerous  tournaments  which  Prinsamour  nad 
ordered  to  be  proclaimed  in  her  name,  and  which  had  drawn 
together  a  lai^  concourse  of  strangers,  he  had  uniformly  been 
victorious.  He  was  a  native  of  her  &ther*s  dominions,  and  his 
name  was  Sir  Bglamour. 

The  young  knight  on  his  part,  had  always  heard  that  Qrystsr 
bell  was  the  most  cnarming  of  her  sex;  and  he  had  no  sooner 
beheld  her  than  he  became  more  confirmed  in  this  opinion.  1V> 
please  her  had  been,  from  this  moment,  the  great  object  of  his  life ; 
with  this  purpose  always  in  his  view,  he  had  made  such  a  yqpesa 
in  the  exercises  of  chivalry  as  to  be  considered  nearly  invmctUe ; 
and  his  superiority  was  viewed  without  envy,  because  his  prowess, 
generally  manifested  at  the  expense  of  strangers,  cast  a  reflected 
metre  on  all  the  knights  of  Artois. 

By  degrees  the  princess  had  acquired  the  habit  of  considering 
him  as  ^her  knight;*'  and  others  had  insensibly  given  him  the 
same  appellation,  which,  though  apparently  unimportant^  becanae 
he  was  her  &ther'8  subject,  was  iiifiniteljr  gratdul  to  liim,  and 
naturally  led  to  that  sort  of  fiuniliarity  wmch  enabled  him  to  dis- 
cover that  he  was  not  considered  with  indifference  by  his  miatzeaa. 
Having;  proceeded  thus  fiir,  he  naturally  wished  to  advanoe  a 
step  further,  and  to  obtain  the  advice  and  assistance  of  a  confidant. 
He  therefore  had  recourse  to  his  trusty  chamberlain;  bat  the 
chamberlain  gave  him  no  encouragement.  He  observed  that, 
'vFhe  man  that  hewew  over-high, 

Some  chip  £edleth  in  his  eye ;" 
and  that  a  simple  knight,  with  no  property  but  that  whidi  he  had 
acquired  by  his  sword,  and  without  an  acre  of  territoryy  cooU 
not,  without  madness,  pretend  to  the  hand  of  a  princess,  whoae 
&ther,  however  fond  of  her  and  desirous  of  promoting  her  happi- 
ness, was  stiU  more  anxious  for  her  further  elevation. 

Eglamour  sighed  and  said  no  mair, 

But  to  his  chamber  gan  he  &re, 
That  richly  was  wrousht ; 

To  Qod  his  hand  he  held  up  soon ; 

;  Lord  !*'  he  said,  "  grant  me  a  boon. 
As  thou  on  rood  me  bought ! 

The  erle's  daughter,  fair  and  free^ 

That  she  may  my  wile  be  f 
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For  she  is  most  in  my  thought: 
That  I  may  wed  her  to  m  j  wSe, 
And  in  joj  to  lead  our  life ! 
From  care  then  were  I  brought." 
It  was  with  perfect  simplicity  and  sincerity  of  heart,  that  the 
good  knight  addressed  his  Creator  in  the  same  terms  which  ho 
would  have  employed  to  solicit  a  &yoar  from  a  feudal  superior; 
and  he  evinced  at  least  the  extent  of  his  care  and  anxiety,  by 
fretting  himself  into  a  violent  fever,  which  disabled  him  m>m 
appearmg  the  next  day  at  the  table  of  his  sovereign.    His  absence 
of  oourse  was  noticed  by  the  princess^  who  anxiously  inquired 
after  the  health  of  ^  her  knight  ;*'  and  who,  we  may  suppose,  was 
not  a  little  pleased  at  the  positive  injunction  which  she  received 
from  her  father,  to  repair  immediately  after  dinner  to  the  chamber 
of  Sir  Eglamour,  and  to  examine  the  nature  of  his  malady.    Per- 
hsf^  too,  she  was  not  much  displeased  at  receiving  from  the  sick 
man  a  formd  declaration  of  his  passion,  to  which  she  listened  with 
much  patience,  and  answered,  that  if  he  could  obtain  the  consent 
of  the  parent  whom  it  was  her  duty  to  obey,  she  should  feel  no 
disinclination  to  such  a  marriage. 

Sir  Eglamour  was  restored  to  new  life  by  this  &yourable 
answer.  He  bestowed  a  magnificent  present  on  the  two  damsels 
who  aooompanied  his  mistress,  and  was  rewarded  for  his  generosity 
by  a  kiss  from  her  lips,  and  by  an  avowal  of  her  affection,  after 
wmch  she  repaired  to  the  count,  and  informed  him  that  the  knight 
was  80  &r  recovered  as  to  be  able  to  hunt  on  the  followmff 
day;  and  Prinsamour,  rejoiced  at  this  sudden  and  unexpected 
we,  declared  his  resolution  of  aooompanying  the  knight  m  his 
BTenion. 

In  returning  from  this  chase.  Sir  Edamour  ventured  to  make 
his  proposal,  to  the  great  surprise  of  the  count,  who  had  not 
hitherto  suspected  the  secret  motive  whidx  hiul  induced  his 
daughter  to  reject  with  scorn  the  addresses  of  all  her  other  suitors^ 
and  now  ardently  wish^  to  procure  the  destruction  of  the  younff 
knight,  who,  whilst  he  lived,  could  not  frdl  of  disappointing  afi 
the  expectations  which  he  had  founded  on  the  advantageous  mar- 
riage of  CrvstabelL    He,  however,  dissembled  his  indignation,  and 
calmly  repued,  that  the  possessor  of  his  daughter  must  purchase 
har  hj  accomplishing  three  several  foats  of  arms,  each  of  which 
would  expose  the  candidate  for  her  hand  to  the  most  imminent 
danger,  but  that  the  reward  of  success  would  be  not  only  the  hand 
of  CSystabeU.  but  the  immediate  possession  of  the  whole  territory 
of  Aiiois.    ffir  E^^lamour  was  transported  with  jov.    He  was  only 
im^tient  to  be  informed  of  the  achievement  which  he  was  re- 
qtfBnsd  in  the  first  instance  to  accomplish,  and  declared  that  he 
iroold  be  ready  to  set  off  on  the  following  day. 
^Tbere  is^"  said  the  oount,  ^'at  a  short  distance  to  the  westward, 

8k 
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a  forest  of  noble  trees  Monginf  to  a  nest  teflrrible  giant  named  8ir 
Maroke.  In  a  part  of  this  forest,  wMdi  is  indoeed  with  a  loftj 
wall,  and  more  parUcukrly  reserred  for  his  anrasemente,  are  tkree 
harts  remarkable  for  their  transoendant  sue  and  swiftneea.  To 
determine  on  ehacing  one  of  these  anirwals  is  to  imdertoke  s  ma^ 
combat  with  the  dreadful  Sir  Mxnke,  GoDsider  wfaethev  jm 
hanre  firmness  enon^  for  sn^  an  entefprise.'*  8ir  Ejgfaunow  iSA 
not  hesitate,  bat  haTzng  promised  to  kiU  the  giant,  ha^eaaed  to  Mi 
mistrefls,  and  with  truisports  of  joy  informed  her  of  whai  tol 
passed. 

''Good  sir,**  she  said,  'he  menr  and  ^ad! 

For  a  worse  joame  ye  never  nad 
In  no  Ghruttan  eooiitre! 

tsStTj  if  yon  he  on  hunting'  feunc^, 

I  shall  70Q  giTe  a  good  grejh^imd^ 
That  is  dnn  as  a  doe; 

For  sa  I  am  a  trae  gentilwounn^ 

There  was  never  deer  that  he  at  m^ 
That  might  scape  him  fro. 

Also  a  swerde  I  give  thee, 

That  was  found  in  the  sea^ 
Of  sndi  know  I  no  mo. 

If  ye  hare  hap  to  keep  it  wde, 

There  is  no  helm  of  zron  and  steeF 
Bat  it  woold  carme  jmc  two."  ^ 

Eglamoor  kiased  that  lady  gent, 

He  took  his  leave  and  forth  he  weui» 
and  having  z^acsfaed  the  giants  park,  Icibwed  the  waff  iSIt  he* 
arrived  at  the  gate,  and  entered. 

The  trees^  whieh  were  principally  cypiean  tiwa,  aypoare^  to  to 
asiSneashe  had  any  reason  to  enieet ;  the  deer,  of  whose  oaaaai 
beauty  he  was  a  moch  better  jnoffe,  were  the  laneat  that  kej 
ever  seen ;  and  the  dan  grejhoand  soon  convinced  him,  hf  ] 
down  the  choicest  of  the  three  fionoas  harts,  that  the  priaoe 
not  ezmerated  his  merits.  8ir  Eglamoar  now  sounded  hk  1 
with  Budk  power  that  the  giant,  thou^  a  very  good  slee] 
Kyted  at  a  considerable  distonce,  was  instantly  roose^and  1 
to  tke  gate  by  which  the  intrader  had  enteied,  with  a  Ml  deto^ 
mznation  of  sacrificing  him  to  the  manesof  his  flfiMi|^tered  veniaaa 
The  knight  in  the  mean  time  had  deliberately  mtdme  (carvcd^-flt 
animal,  blowing  the  prise  at  intervals  upon  Ids  horn,  and  anini^g 
at  the  gate,  very  civilly  sahtted  the  giaat,  aad  reoaested  fcaw  ft 

Ethroii^n  with  his  prey.  Sir  Maroke  answezad  in  very  uutsi 
lage^  and  seizin^^  his  dab,  aimed  a  Now  at  his  oppanttll 
8ir  Bgiamoor  at  the  same  mement  drew  his-  suvid^  flit 
brightness  of  which  not  only  dasded  the  ayes  of  tfie  giMi^M 
totally  deprived  him  of  B^H 
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Bowbeit  he  lostlik  o^bM, 

He  fought  with  Sir  Egbmeor  the  knigfati 

Two  dayet  and  more, 
IKJI  the  third  day  at  prime  f^ 
Sir  Egbmoiiv  waited  w^  his  tnm^ 

And  to  the  heart  him  bore. 
ThoroQfl^  Qoddis  mi^t^  and  hia  knife, 
There  the  fl;yannte  lost  hia  life; 

Faat  he  began  to  roar. 
For  certain  sooth^  aa  I  you  say. 
When  he  was  meten'  there  he  lajr. 
He  wae  fifteen  feet  and  more 
Sir  Egbimonr,  having  cot  off  his  head,  carried  it  together  with 
the  veniBon  to  his  sovereign,  and  was  reeeived  on  his  retwrn  with 
the  aeclamations  of  the  whole  court.    The  venison  was  pro- 
nounced to  be  the  feirest  and  fattest  that  had  ever  been  seen ;  and 
it  was  the  general  opinion  that  the  head  of  Sir  Maroke  was  the 
largest  and  uffliest  head  that  eonld  be  imagined,  and  that  even  its 
elevation  to  the  top  of  the  high  shoulders  on  wliioh  it  had  been 
originally  placed,  mmt  have  l^en  insufteient  to  soften  the  natural 
deformity  of  its  features. 

After  three  days  passed  between  travelling  and  hard  fighting 
Sir  Eglamour  required  some  refreshment ;  but  no  sooner  was  his 
strength  recruiteo,  than  Sir  Prinsamenr  despatehed  him  on  a  new 
adventure,  ordering  him  to  bring  away,  from  the  distant  luid  of 
Satyn^  the  head  of  a  procHsious  boar,  whose  tusks  were  a  yard 
lonff,  and  who  had  devoured  a  large  proportion  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Uiat  ill-fated  countir. 

The  knight  departs^  and  travelled  during  a  fortnight  by  hmd, 
and  during  a  second  fortnight  by  sea,  so  that  if  we  'knew  the 
direction  in  which  he  moved,  it  would  be  ea^  to  ascertain  the 
situation  of  the  land  of  Satyn ;  but,  in  the  meantime,  we  must  be 
satisfied  with  the  consolation  of  knowing  that  he  readily  found 
the  boar  who  was  the  object  of  his  journey,  whose  lair  was 
surrounded  by  dead  bocto,  many  of  which  were  cased  in  beautiM 
armoor. 

Sir  Eglamour,  having  arrmd  in  the  evening,  thouj^t  fit  to 
spend  the  ni^t  in  the  Mirts  of  the  forest,  and  prooeedec^  a  little 
besfore  sun-rise,  in  search  of  the  monster,  who  was  then  returning 
from  the  sea,  where  he  had  just  taken  ku  momii^s  dnmgkt.  Oa 
(iiaoovuring  the  knight,  be  began  to  whet  his  long  tuskS)  and  theft 
Yoahed  on  to  the  attack,  in  which  he  gained  the  first  advantage 
wad  killed  his  advursary's  liorse,  whilst  his  own  touffh  hide 
seautfiied  perfectly  uninfiaed  by  the*  spear.    But  Sir  E^ameas, 

»  The  first  qaasttr  of  the  trtifeaai  dhf,  atckoBiBs  from  snarise, 
*  Meted,  t.  e.,  mcannd. 
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•oou  reooyered  his  le^,  and,  drawing  his  ezoeUent  sword^  had  the 
pleasure  to  find  that  its  edge  made  some  impression  on  his  adver- 
sary, though  the  enormous  length  of  his  tusks  made  it  imposBible 
to  close  with  him.  This  battle,  therefore,  like  that  which  our 
hero  had  sustained  against  the  giant,  lasted  also  two  dajs  and  t 
half,  after  which  the  knight,  having  gained  a  fitvonrable  opporto- 
nity  of  approaching  the  monster,  made  a  terrible  blow  at  Ids 
neck,  and  severed  his  head  from  his  body. 

Some  time  before  the  dose  of  this  long  conflict,  the  boar  had 
frequentljjT  yelled  so  loud,  that  the  king  of  Satyn,  who  wsi 
hunting  m  the  forest,  attended  by  fifteen  knights  in  complete 
armour,  dispatched  one  of  them  to  discover  the  caose  of  this 
unusual  outcry ;  and  this  spectator  arrived  just  in  time  to  witnes 
the  termination  of  the  combat,  the  account  of  which  he  canied 
back  to  the  king,  together  with  a  correct  de8cripti<Hi  of  ths 
Ti<^r'8  armorial  bearings. 

*'  Of  gold  he  beareth  a  seemly  sight ; 
A  steed  of  assure,  and  armed  kni^ty 

To  batayle  as  he  should  ffon. 
And  on  the  crest  upon  the  nead,  is 
A  lady  made  in  her  likeness : 

His  spurs  are  sable  each  one." 
The  king  said,  "  So  mote  I  the, 
Those  riche  armes  will  I  see,'* 

And  thither  he  took  the  vray; 
By  that  time  Sir  Eglamoure, 
Had  overcome  the  sharpe  stoure ; 

And  overthwart  the  boar  lay. 
The  king  said.  ^  God  rest  with  thee!** 
**  My  lord,"  saia  Eglamour,  "  welcome  be  ye ! 
Of  peace  now  I  thee  pray; 
I  have  so  foughten  with  the  boar 
That  certainly  I  may  no  more; 
This  is  the  thirde  day.*' 
AH  the  oompanj^  disclaimed  any  intention  of  molesting  hifl^ 
and  expressed  their  admiration  of  his  prowess,  assuring  him  that 
the  wicked  beast  from  whom  he  had  just  freed  them  had  some- 
times destroyed  no  less  than  forty  brave  men  in  a  day.    The  kiiig 
added,  that,  for  the  love  of  the  stranger,  he  would  take  his  dinner 
on  the  spot ;  and  the  doth  bdnff  laid,  Sir  Eglamour  was  plen- 
tifully r^aled  with  venison  and  lich  wine,  and  invited  to  sp^  t 
fjsw  days  at  the  court  of  Satyn,  for  the  purpose  of  reooveriqg 
from  his  fiitigue.    But  there  remained  a  most  important  busine* 
to  dispatch,  which  was  to  cut  up  the  boar;  and  for  this  purpose  it 
became  necessary  to  request  the  aid  of  Sir  E^damour,  because  the 
tough  hide  of  the  animal  defied  the  shaxpost  Knives  that  oould  to 
found  in  the  oountiy  of  Satyn. 
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^bunoar  to  the  boar  gan  gon. 
And  daye  him  by  the  ligge-bcoie^^ 
That  joy  it  was  to  see; 
"  Lordings,**  he  said,  "  mat  and  small, 
Giye  me  the  head,  and  take  you  ail; 

For  why,  that  is  my  fee." 
Affainst  eyen  the  king  did  dyght 
A  bath  for  that  gentle  knight^ 

That  was  of  herbes  good : 
Sir  Eglamour  therin  lay, 
Till  it  was  light  of  day, 
That  men  to  masses  yode.' 
By  means  of  this  long-protracted  bath.  Sir  Eglamonr  was  per- 
xstly  restored  to  all  his  powers,  and  became  enabled  to  reward 
his  kind  entertainer  by  a  sendee  of  great  importance.    The  boar, 
it  seems,  was  connected,  by  the  closest  ties  of  friendship,  with  a 
huge  and  ugly  giant  named  Sir  Manas,  own  brother  to  the  hideous 
Sir  Maroke.  whom  Eglamour  had  depriyed  of  his  head ;  and  this 
giant  had  tnought  fit  to  &11  in  loye  with  the  charming  Ardanata^ 
daughter  of  King  Edmond  of  Satyn.    Manas  had  lately  been 
abe^t  on  a  yisit  to  his  brother,  but  was  just  returned  in  yery  ill 
humour ;  and  it  was  foreseen  that  he  would  soon  appear  and  renew 
his  attempts  to  carry  off  the  prinoess.    Accordingly  he  made  his 
aomearance  under  the  walls  of  the  castle,  about  the  time  when  Sir 
^^amour,  haying  quitted  the  bath,  b^an  to  arm  himself;  and 
casting  up  his  eyes  beheld,  with  grief  and   indignation,   the 
features  of  his  four-footed  fii>yourite  exhibited  upon  the  point  of  a. 
spear. 

And  when  he  looked  on  that  head, 
''Alas!"  he  cried,  *< art  thou  deadi 

My  trust  was  all  in  thee ! 
Now,  by  the  law  that  I  liye  in, 
My  little  speckled  hoglin, 
Bear-bought  shall  thy  death  be  !** 
After  this  ]^thetic  exdiunation,  he  beat  the  walls  with  great 
fury,  and  continued  to  threaten  yengeance  on  the  murderer  of  his 
friend,  till  he  was  gratified  by  the  sight  of  Sir  Eglamour.  who, 
mounted  on  a  fiery  courser,  and  armed  at  all  points,  iasuea  from 
the  castlcj  and  putting  his  lance  in  the  rest,  attacked  him  at  fiiU 
speed.    Sir  Manas  not  only  resisted  the  shock,  but  in  an  instant 
tnrew  down  both  man  and  horse ;  so  that  the  king  and  his  whole 
court  began  to  despair  of  the  safety  of  their  champion:  but  Sir 
^flriamour,  lightly  springing  up,  drew  his  terrible  sword,  closed 
with  the  giant  and  cut  off  his  right  arm.    The  monster  roared 
with  pain,  but  continued  to  fight,  though  yellinff  at  interyals  as 
loudly  as  eyer,  till  near  sunset,  wnen  the  patient  knight,  who  had 
1  Backbone.  >  Went. 
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hitherto  suffeied  him  to  «]dianKt  hkoadf  hy  hk  own  efforts, 
suddenly  rushed  forward  md-oompleted  his  Tietoiy. 

The  grateful  Edmond  now  wished  to  reward  his  dellTerer  hj 
presenting  to  him  ^e  heautifiil  Ardanata,  together  with  imme- 
diate possession  of  the  kingdom  of  Satyn,  and  i^  young  lady 
readily  expressed  her  wish  to  heoome  the  recompense  of  h^ 
achievement ;  but  finding  idiat  his  heart  was  already  engaged,  she 
promised  to  wait  fifteen  years  for  the  chance  of  his  being  then  at 
uberty,  and  bestowed  on  him  at  parting  a  ring  of  such  virtue  as 
to  preserve  the  life  of  its  wearer  from  au  perils  whether  by  land 
or  by  water.  The  knight  thankfully  accepted  the  ring ;  packed 
up  with  the  greatest  care  the  two  gnsly  heads  which  he  had  won 
in  his  adventure ;  and,  after  an  abMnoe  of  seven  weeks,  arrived  in 
the  c^>ital  of  Artois. 

.  PriniBamoer,  far  from  imAfyiD^  any  de]%bt  on  leeeiviag  Obft 
head  of  a  eeoond  giant,  in  addition  to  tfttat  of  the  hoMTy  only 
muttered  a  few  wcrds  of  oomphunt  against  Sir  Bglamonr,  ^ 
death  he  still  hoped  to  compMs,  and  whom  he  proposed  ' 
diatelyto  dispatch  npon  a  third  adventure.  But  the  isba 
requested  a  respite  of  twelve  weeks,  for  the  purpose  of  reoi 
his  strength;  and  having,  by  tiie  mediation  of  his  frieodi^ 
obtianed  this  permisnon,  repaired  to  the  chamber  of  £ur  dysta- 
Ml,  to  whom  ne  had  much  to  -communicate.  The  recital  <^  aD 
that  he  had  done,  and  of  aU  that  he  had  goffered  ainoe  tbcy 
parted,  was  terminated  by  proteetatioDs  of  unalterable  a£feolioii  cb 
his  part,  which  we  e  re-echoed  by  the  MthM  Crystabell;  fren 
his  successful  performance  of  the  two  ftfst  foasts  of  anos  Ac^ 
anticipated  his  easy  achievement  of  the  third,  which  her  frtHier 
had  promised  to  reward  by  the  gift  of  her  hand;  they  considered 
themselves  as  already  united  to  each  otiier  by  every  necessair  tie, 
and  insensibly  began  to  think  that  any  further  reserve  would  ba 
almost  culpable;  so  that,  misled  by  a  train  of  sophistry,  vezy 
usual  in  that  age  of  the  world,  they  had  before  morning  inverted 
the  order  of  the  ceremonies  wbaoh  constitue  a  hgal  marriage. 

The  twelve  weeks  of  tranquillity  fi>t  which  E^buaovr  had 
stipulated  were  soon  passed,  and  his  duty  requked  him  to  set  oat 
towards  Rome,  for  the  purpose  of  killing  a  tremendous  dngoa 
which  had  long  desolatea  tli^  country  round  that  ci^.  He  there- 
fore took  leave  of  his  miBtress;  left  her  with  his  enchanted  ring; 
eneountered  the  dra(^,and,  snocessrvely  cut  off  its  tail,  its  win^ 
and  its  head ;  but  b^ng  sevenrely  wounded  by  his  poisonous  eneoif, 
was  put  under  the  care  of  Y iatdur,  l^e  daughter  of  Constantine, 
then  emperor  of  Roane.  The  remedies  administeted  by  thk  ladj 
at  length  restored  him  to  heaUh ;  but  his  convalesoenoe  was  so 
tedious,  that  when  he  retunied  in  triumph  to  Artois  he  found 
himself  deprived  of  the  best  fruits  of  his  victory. 

Tho  courts  after  an  interval  of  many  jiKisrth%  convinced  that 
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Sir  BIglamonr  had  perighed  in  his  oonfliot  witk  the  dragon,  h^;an 
to  ilaUer  himself  that  Ub  fonner  prqjeeta  rwyylang  the  estabbdb- 
ment  of  the  flEtir  Grystabell  might  yet  he  realiiedy  when  he  heard 
irith  eanal  enrpriae  and  indignation  that  flhe  waa  happily  deli- 
Tend  of  a  moBtbeaatifiil  hoj. 

Then  the  eari  made  hia  tow  : 
''Daughter,  unto  the  aea  ahalt  thou. 

In  a  ship,  by  thee  one : ' 
Thj  younge  son  duH  be  thy  fere^ 
Ghiiatendom*  getteth  it  noike  hoe  r* 

Her  maidens  wept  eadi  one. 

Her  BMther  in  swaon  did  ML 

Right  80  did  her  frieeades  aJl; 

but  JnteieooMon  was  fruat&essy  and  the  lovely  CkyekeheSl  was,  with 

her  in&nt  eon,  abandoned  to  tlie  winda  aad  waves  in  a  yesael 

wifcuut  narinen,  sail,  oaxa,  or  rudder. 

9I»  ▼essol,  howierer,  eeemi  to  have  perfiNrmed  a  voyage  of  no 
TOMrtenkptible  len^h  with  oonaiderable  expedition.  In  the  fizat 
inrtanoe,  indeed,  it  birou|^  her  to  a  eonntry  without  any  human 
iitebitantB,  where  she  knded,  and  where  a  bird,  which  is  atil 
fiuniliarly  known  to  heralds,  and  which  is  called  a  griffin,  carried 
ctf  her  ix^Guit  son,  who  was  enveloped  in  a  scarlet  mantle,  and  had 
Towad  hia  waist  a  golden  girdle.  The  disconsolate  motaer  again 
embarked,  and  after  a  second  vroyage,  during  which,  ''as  the 
gBsail  book  of  Boom  says,*"  she  was  ^e  days  without  food,  ar- 
■ived  on  the  shores  of  fig^pt,  was  disovFered  and  conveyed  to  the 
king;  and  the  saad  king  rortnnntely  turning  out  to  be  her  unde, 
^raa  most  kindly  and  hospitably  entertained  durii^  a  period  <of 
nboiit  fifteen  years.  In  the  mean  time  her  son  wascarried  by  the 
nfin  into  Inrael;  was  found  fay  the  king  of  that  oountry,  who 
flsppened  to  be  hunting;  was  educated  with  great  care  at  his 
oout,  under  the  name  of  Degrabell,  becaiue  he  feu  from  tie  t/aHvM 
nf  9  €friMn  ;*  and  became  in  process  of  time  a  most  valorous  and 
anoomplished  knight. 

We  most  now  return  to  Sir  Eglamour,  who,  being  whole  and 
eeund,  took  leaiRe  of  the  emperor  of  Rome  and  of  his  &ir  danghter, 
wd  irarellinff  as  ezpediticnialy  as  he  could,  arrived  in  Artois  with 
.his  dragon's  head,  and  kamt  the  whde  extent  of  his  misfortune. 
£g^amour  went  into  the  haU, 
Before  the  sqpiyers  and  knightes  all: 

"And  thou,  earl  of  Arteys, 
Take,"  he  said,  "the  dragon's  heved : 

1  niyself  akme.  '  Christeaiog.  *  This  pastage  don  not  mfcr  io 
tiie  Geiia  Romaaonun,  as  ElHf  tapposei ,  but  merely  to  the  great  book  of 
Ronmee,  the  original  of  the  tde.  «  It  oMMt  be  kft  to  the  ■^[aoltgr  «f 
the  reader  to  ihid  ont  the  langaage  in  which  the  word  Degxabell  has  ttis 
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All  is  mine  iliai  here  is  leved: 
What  doest  thou  in  my  place  f* 

Great  doel  it  was  to  hear, 

When  he  called  CryBtabeil  his  fisre; 
"  What,  art  thou  drowned  in  the  seat 

God  that  died  on  rood  bitterly. 

On  thy  soule  have  mercy^ 
And  on  that  younff  ohild  so  free  !** 

The  earl  was  so  feard  of  Eglamour, 

That  he  was  &in  to  take  the  tower; 
That  evermore  woe  him  be ! 
To  besiege  him  in  this  citadel  would  have  occasioned  a  kwcf 
much  time,  and  Eglamoor  was  anxious  to  leave  a  countiy  nov 
srown  hateful  to  him.  He  therefore  ordered  all  the  pnnatf  of 
Sis  enemy  to  be  seised,  divided  it  amongst  those  whom  he  new 
to  be  most  trusty  and  necessitous,  rewarded  other  friends  by  oon- 
ferring  on  them  the  order  of  Imighthood;  and  haTinj^  ordered 
masses  to  be  sung  in  aU  the  ohurohes  for  the  soul  of  his  CiyBift- 
bell,  departed  for  the  Holy  Land,  where,  during  fifteen  yeunL  he 
distinguished  himself,  both  in  battle  and  in  tournament^  by  raito 
of  arms  against  the  unbelieyers. 

At  this  time  the  king  of  Israel,  who  had  insensibly  acquired  fer 
D^jprabell  the  affection  of  a  father,  became  anxious  to  procure  t 
wife  for  the  youn^  man  whom  he  destined  to  the  possession  of  his 
throne ;  and  hearing  that  there  was,  at  the  court  of  the  king  of 
Jfgypt,  a  lady  of  incomparable  beauty,  set  sail  for  that  coa^i 
together  with  his  adopted  son,  whom  he  had  lately  invested  wm 
the  order  of  chivalry.  The  king  of  Etgypt  received  the  reverend- 
monarch  of  Israel  with  suitable  respect,  suffered  his  niece  to  be 
exhibited  to  her  young  suitor,  and  declared  his  willingnev  to 
consent  to  the  match,  ^er  trying  the  address  of  young  Begrabell, 
whom  he  invited  to  break  a  spear  with  him  in  the  lists  on  the  fol- 
lowing day.  The  young  knigbt  readily  accepted  the  offer,  over- 
threw his  royal  opi>onent,  and  was  solemnly  married  to  his  own 
mother.  But  the  oride  having  cast  her  eyes  on  the  diield  of  De- 
prabell,  who  bore  a  griffin  holding  in  its  talons  an  in&nt  wrapped 
m  a  scarlet  mantle,  burst  into  tears,  and  relating  ner  whde  staiT, 
was  on  the  same  day  released,from  her  unnatural  engagement 

The  king  of  Israel,  however,  seemed  to  think  that  Crystabdl 
iras  too  beautiful  to  remain  any  longer  single,  and  offered  her 
the  choice  of  all  his  knights ;  but  her  son  insuted  that  those  who 
aspired  to  the  honour  of  her  hand  ^ould  previouslv  overthrow 
him  as  he  had  overthrown  the  King  of  Egypt ;  and  that  for  the 
purpose  of  settling  at  once  tho  pretensions  of  a  number  of  candi- 
dates, a  tournament  should  be  immediately  prodaunedthrougfaoot 
an  the  acyoining  country.  In  this  propood  the  two  kiugiB  so- 
quiesced;  and  Crystabell  herself  whom  her  misfortunes  seem  to 
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have  inspired  with  a  gieat  propensitj  to  maftrimonT,  haviiup 
readily  aooedod  to  it,  the  tournament  was  announced,  and  attracted 
to  ^^pt  numberless  persons  of  high  rank;  amongst  whom  were 
the  king  of  Satyn,  ana  the  long-lost  and  almost  forgotten  Eglar 
moor,  who  was  then  returning  from  his  warfiure  against  the 
Heathens. 

The  veteran  warrior  no  longer  felt  solicitous  to  acquire  honour 
in  a  tournament,  and  being  ignorant  that  the  prise  for  which  the 
kniffhts  were  preparing  to  contend  was  that  C&ystabell  for  whom 
he  had  suffered  so  much,  took  his  stand  near  an  angle  of  the  list^ 
and  surveyed  the  combatants  in  perfect  silence,  and  with  appa- 
rent  indifference.  Kniffht  after  knight  presented  himself  to  oLum 
the  hand  of  the  ladj,  but  all  were  successively  unhorsed  by  the 
vouthiiil  Degrabell,  and  she  would  have  been  ikt  to  pine  in  cell- 
bacj,  if  her  champion,  ashamed  of  a  series  of  success,  which  had 
coet  him  so  little  labour,  had  not  solicited  the  unknown  knight  to 
break  a  lance  with  him.  Eglamour  replied,  that  his  being  there 
was  quite  accidental,  and  that,  being  on  his  return  from  the  Holy 
Lanc^  he  considered  himself  as  a  privileged  person.  ^  If  so,**  said 
Degrabell,  ''it  had  been  more  worship  to  thee  to  have  come  here 
muurmed.**  Eglamour,  with  a  smile,  asked  if  he  had  not  yet  had 
justing  enoug]^  and  added, 

''That  day  &lle  have  I  seen, 

With  as  big  men  have  I  been, 
And  yet  well  gone  mv  way. 

And  vet,  forsooth,  said  he  than, 

I  will  do  as  weU  as  I  can 
With  thee  once  to  play.** 
With  these  words  he  turned  his  horse,  took  his  distance,  and 
charging  the  youth  with  irresistible  impetuosity,  threw  him  out  of 
his  ndme  to  the  earth. 

Grystabdl,  who  had  witnessed  her  son*s  overthrow,  and  for 
some  moments  was  even  alarmed  for  his  life,  surveyed  his  con- 
queror with  trembling  curiosity.  On  his  shield  was  painted  a 
mde  representation  of  tiie  event  which  ho  had  long  deplored;  a 
ship  of  ffold,  containing  a  lady  and  an  in&nt,  and  surrounded  by 
waves  wnich  "were  made  both  grim  and  bold,'*  as  on  the  point 
of  overwhelming  the  unfortunate  vessel  These  armorial  oear- 
ings,  however,  mi^t  perhaps  be  the  effect  of  accident,  and  she 
oould  not  venture,  on  such  grounds,  to  indulge  the  very  impro- 
bable hope  which  the  mysterious  device  so  naturally  sumsted. 
When  he  was  disarmed,  and  seated  at  table  by  her  sidefhis  air 
and  voice,  though  much  altered,  gave  her  confidence  in  her  ex- 
pectations, and  &s  answers  to  her  questions  fully  confirmed  them. 
She  swooned  with  joy,  and  Eglamour  would  not  have  fidled  to 
do  the  smae,  but  that  it  was  necessiEtry  to  receive  in  his  arms  his 
beloved  CiystabeU.    All  the  noble  guests  shared  the  joy  of  the 
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Umdai  and  iM|9f  •covpl^  aad  their  aooompliahed  mi,  lor  i 
the  good  kkig  «ir  teiiel  was  Btill  m  aiudoiiB  as  ever  to  fto- 
em  a  euitaUe  wife,  reoeified  the  haad  of  the  heautifiil  Axdania, 
^r^lfr^^  of  the  kmg  of  fiaiyn,  who  was  thus  rewarded  for  »  oonr 
■feMQoy  of  fiften  TMTB  to  her  old  ddireiw  by  obtamnur  a  yiwaiger 
hosbuid  in  the  same  family.  It  was  resolved  that  both  weddiay 
ihoidd  he  aotemnJHed  in  the  ooosity  of  Artoia^  for  whioh  the  wMe 
OMppatiy  inaaediaftely  emfaariced,  and  the  wicked  eari,  faaii^; 
my  pwyideaaliiatty  bxttken  his  aleok  by  fiiUuiff  from  his  tower  ca 
iftie  day  of  thear  JunYal,  the  miptaab  of  the  fitther  and  aon  mm 
iMih^Hnifiil  with  iinoMMphid  festivity  in  the  {neaenoe  of  the  kiagi 
of  iarafll  aad  Bgyf*»  aM  of  the  Smneror  Oonstantme,  who  haa- 
i  fioaie  at  the  amamoiiB  of  his  an  ' 


LAY  LE  FRAINE. 


Tlus  sacient  and  cnrioHS  Httle  poem,  trainkted  fron  the  VnaA  of 
Marie,  is  preseired  in  the  Anchinleck  MS.  It  ie  nratibted  in  two  pbosi, 
and  wants  the  conclusion;  these  ctefeets,  however,  are  nnimportant  witfa 
lespect  to  the  story,  wUeh  I  hssw  aoppUad  frem  the  French.  In  point  of 
hmgnage  and  yersificativn  at  has  sore  merit  than  any  poem  of  die  Toy 
early  period  at  which  it  was  written,  and  does  wot  anfier  by  a  oomparisoa 
with  Marie's  original. 


Ths  author  beginB  his  prologne  byobeerving,  that  in  ancient 
times,  Lays,  intended  to  be  aocompanied  by  the  harp,  were  oom- 
poaed  on  aU  sorts  of  subjects. 

Some  betii'  of  war,  and  some  of  woe ; 

ibid  some  of  joy  and  mirth  also; 

And  some  of  treachery  and  of  ffaik; 

Of  dd  ayentures  that  fell  ere  iniile ; 

And  some  of  boordes'  and  ribandy  ;* 

And  many  there  both  of  fidry : 

Of  all  thinges  that  men  seth, 

Most  of  love,  forsooth,  tiiere  both. 

In  Bretayne,  by  old  time, 

These  lays  were  made ;  so  sayeth  tiiis  riiyme^  Ac 
He  then  informs  ns,  that  the  Bretons  nerer  felled  of  concerting 
into  hjs  aU  the  anecdotes  which  they  thought  worA  oonsgnine 
to  memory,  and  that  the  foDoWine  was  thus  composed  and  caflei 
Lay  le  Frame  (fr^e),  or  *The  AdWntnre  of  the  Ash." 

1  Are.  •  Jests.  •  Ptofligaqr. 
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Ib  4hM  '^  W«8t  oonntne**  Itred  two  kniglitt,  iKvtk  men  •£  m- 
iewN^  wlio  hid  been  friendB  from  their  in&ncj,  and  had  mamed 
abmt  the  aune  time.  One  of  the  ladies  foeoHBc  pregnant,  and 
after  the  usual  time  was  dcliyered  of  two  boys ;  an  event  whkk 
her  Jhnsband  thonj^t  of  suffieient  importaoioe  to  annonnce  to  his 
fiisndy  pectioiilarlTas  it  had  been  prerioasly  Mreed  between  than 
tiittfc  eaoh  fiheold  beoome  foster-^mer  to  the  childien'of  the  other, 
fietiiflrifoe  oaUed  a  messengor,  and  deepatohed  him  to  his  neigh- 
boor  with  the  inteifigenoe. 

The  messenger  goth.  and  hatii  nought  fesgete, 
And  £ndoth  the  ksd^  at  his  mete ; 
Ind  iur  he  grety  in  the  hall, 
19ifi  lord,  the  levedi,  the  mejn^  all; 
Aadtatioi  then,  on  knees  down  him  set, 
And  the  lord  fall  &ir  he  gret. 
"He  bade  that  thou  should  to  him  te. 

And,  for  lore,  his  gossibbe'  be.** 
"Is  his  levedi  deUveied  with  soundet**' 
" Ta,  sir.  y^iiouked  be  God,  yostronde."* 
^  And  wlie^her  a  maiden  ohild,  other  a  laurvef 
"Twvr  somes,  sir,  God  hem  sa^eT 
The  kni|^  therof  was  glad  and  bttthe, 
And  thanked  Godos  sonde  swithe. 
And  granted  his  errand  in  all  thing, 
And  gaf  him  a  palfray  for  his  tidh^^ 

13ien  was  the  ladj  of  the  house 
A  proud  dame,  and  malicioas, 
Hwer-fiill,  iohe  mis-segging,^ 
Sqneamoua,  and  eke  sooming. 
To  iohe  woman  she  had  en-vie; 
Bhe  qMke  these  words  of  felonie.' 
"  Ich  have  wonder,  thou  messenger, 
'  Who  was  tiij  Isrdes  oonseOlor, 

To  teadi  him  about  to  send. 
And  tellflhame  in  iche  an  end,^ 
Uiat  his  wifo  hath  tway  ohildren  74»re! 
Well  may  iehe  man  wite  therfore 
That  twar  men  her  han  hadde  in  bower: 
That  is  bar  both  dishonour  !** 
The  messenger  was  sordy  abashed  by  those  unexpected  and 
W^ffOLti  zeAootions  on  his  mistress;  the  husband  reprimanded  his 
w&  very  severely  for  the  intemperance  of  her  tongue ;  and  all  the 
L  4f  the  oooaitry,  amongst  whom  the  stoxy  was  rapidly  dr- 

Gosgip,  god.fatber.  *  Hoddi,  wfety.  *  Yesterday. 

Fall  of  firowwdaeM,  each  mis-MTing  or  revtting.        '  Wickednsis. 

*  Eadi  an  end,  i.  e.,  in  every  qaiirtBr. 
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Ciliated,  united  in  prayer  to  God,  tliat,  if  she  should  ever  prove  with 
ohild,  a  worse  misfortane  might  befall  her,  and  that  her  calanaqr 
on  all  prolific  mothers  might  reoeiye  some  signal  and  dreadfid 
punishment. 

;  Whether  the  prayers  of  these  pious  matrons  were  as  efficaaons 
as  their  anger  was  sincere,  or  whether  some  other  causes  may  have 
contributed  to  the  event,  the  lady  did  shortly  after  prove  with 
child,  and  brought  into  ^e  world  two  daughters.  Tne  dream- 
stance  certainly  was  very  untoward,  and  the  naughty  dame  f^  it 
most  poignantly.  She  was  now  reduced  to  the  altemative  of 
avowing  herself  guilty  of  a  calumny  against  her  innocent  nddi- 
bour,  or  of  imputing  to  herself  in  common  with  the  other,  ttie 
crime  of  adultery,  of  which  she  had  not  been  guilty;  unless  she 
could  contrive  to  remove  one  of  the  twins  who  had  introduced 
themselves  into  the  world  through  her  intervention,  but  in  direct 
opposition  to  her  wishes  and  interest.  The  project  of  destroying 
her  own  child  was,  at  first,  rejected  with  horror ;  but  after  revolv- 
ing the  subject  in  her  mind,  and  canvassing  with  great  lo^iosl 
acuteness  the  objections  to  tms  atrocious  measure,  she  determmed 
to  adopt  it,  because  she  could  ultimately  dnnse  herself  firom  the 
sin,  by  doing  private  penance,  and  obtaming  priestly  abadutioii. 

Havine  thus  removed  her  scruples  she  <»Ued  the  midwife,  and 
directed  her  to  destroy  one  of  the  inmnts,  and  to  dedare  that  one 
only  had  been  bom.  But  the  midwife,  who  claimed  no  inconsider- 
able share  in  the  ^lory  of  adding  to  the  number  of  human  beings 
by  the  birth  of  twins,  would  not  consent  to  mutilate  her  own  feme 
by  removing  either  of  these  living  monuments  of  her  science ;  and 
tne  unnatund  mother  was  reduced  to  seek  for  a  more  submissive 
and  supple  agent.  She  had  a  maid,  whom  she  had  educated  in 
her  family,  to  whom  she  imparted  ner  difficulties,  and  this  con- 
fidential counsellor  at  once  proposed  a  contrivance  for  removing 
them.  ''Give  me  the  child^"  said  she^  ''and  be  assured  thai, 
without  destroying  it,  I  vrill  so  remove  it  that  it  shall  never  give 
you  any  further  trouble.  There  are  many  religious  houses  in  the 
neighbourhood,  whose  inhabitants  cannot  be  better  employed  than 
in  nursing  and  educating  orphan  children.  I  will  take  care  that 
your  infEiut  shall  be  discovered  by  some  of  these  good  people,  under 
whose  care,  by  the  blessing  of  Providence,  it  wiU  thrive  and  pros- 
per ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  I  will  take  such  means  that  its  health 
shall  not  suffer.  Dismiss  your  sorrow,  therefore,  and  trust  in  mv 
discretion."  The  lady  was  overjoyed,  and  accei^  the  offisr  wita 
assurances  of  eternal  gratitude. 

As  it  was  her  wish  that  those  who  should  find  the  child  nq{^t 
know  that  it  was  bom  of  noble  parents. 
She  took  a  rich  bauaekine,* 
That  her  lord  brought  firom  Constantiiie,* 
>  A  rich  mantle  lined  with  far.  *  Constaatinoiik. 
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And  lapped  the  little  maiden  therein ; 

And  tooK  a  rinff  of  gold  fine, 

And  on  her  right  arm  it  knit, 

With  a  koe  of  silk  in  nlit.* 

The  maid  took  the  child  her  mid,' 

And  stale  awaj  in  an  even  tide. 

And  passed  over  a  wild  heath ; 

Thorough  field  and  thorough  wood  she  geth,' 

All  the  winter-long  night. 

The  weather  was  dear,  the  moon  was  light; 

80  that  she  com  hy  a  forest  side, 

She  woz'  all  weary,  and  gan  abide. 

Soon  after  she  gan  heark, 

Cockes  crow,  and  dogs  bark ; 

She  arose,  and  thither  wold ; 

Near  and  nearer  she  gan  behold 

Walls  and  houses  fele  she  seigh ;  ^ 

A  church,  with  steeple  fair  and  high ; 

Then  n*aa  there  nother  street  no  town, 

But  an  house  of  religion ; 

An  order  of  nuns,  well  yndight, 

To  servy  Qod  both  day  and  nifht. 

The  maiden  abode  no  lengore,^ 

But  yede  her  to  the  churdie  door, 

And  on  knees  she  sat  her  down, 

And  said,  weepand,  her  orisoun. 

«  0  Lord,"  she  said,  "  Jesu  Christ, 
That  sinful  mannes  bedes"  hearst, 
Underfong^  this  present. 
And  help  this  seu°  innocent, 
That  it  mote  y-christened  be, 
For  Marie  love,  thy  mother  firee  !** 

She  looked  up,  and  by  her  seigh 
An  asche,  by  her,  fair  and  hi^h. 
Well  y-bou^ed,  of  mickle  price ; 
The  liody  was  hollow,  as  many  one  is. 
Therein  she  laid  the  child,  for  oold, 
In  the  pel*,  as  it  was,  byfold, « 
And  blessed  it  with  all  her  might. 
With  that  it  gan  to  dawe  light. 
The  fowles  up,  and  sung  on  oough, 
And  acre-men"  yede  to  the  plough. 
The  maiden  turned  again  anon, 
And  took  the  way  she  had  ere  gon. 

*  Fkked,  twisted.  *  With.  •  Goeth.  *  Waxed. 

*  Lopger.  *  Frtyert.         '  Reoeire.  *  Simple;  hannless. 

•  tar.  ^  Folded.  *  Flonghmeii. 
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The  porter  o£  the  abbey  aioie^ 
And  did  his  office  in  the  oloee ; 
Bung  the  bella,  and  tapen  lifl^ 
Laid  forth  books,  and  aU  reaSj  d]|^ 
The  chnroli  door  he  vmdid, 
And  seigh  anon,  in  the  stede,^ 
The  pel  liggen-  in  the  tree^ 
And  thought  well  that  it  iw^  bcL 
That  thievos  had  y-robbed  somewMt^ 
And  gone  there-forth,  and  left  it  tbere^ 
Thereto  he  yede,  and  it  nnwoand. 
And  the  nuiaden  child  therein  he  SaasA 
He  took  it  up  between  his  honde, 
And  thonked  Jesu  Chrietes  sonde^ 
And  home  to  his  honse  he  it  broajriit, 
And  took  it  his  danghter,  and  her  bescNi^t 
That  she  should  keep  it  ae  she  catn^ 
For  she  was  melche^,  and  contha-  than. 
She  bade  it  suek,  and  it  n'otd. 
For  it  was  nigh  dead  for  oeld. 

Anon  a  fire  she  a-ligfat, 
And  wanned  it  well,  apligbt;* 
She  gave  it  sudk  upon  ner  hixm^* 
And  siththen  kid  it  to  sleep  wazm 
And  when  the  mass  was  y-dooflL 
The  porter  to  the  abbease  com  faJi  soon. 

^Macfame,  what  rede  yc  of  this  thingt 
To-day,  right  in  the  morning, 
Soon  after  the  first  stound,^ 
A  little  maiden-^hild  ich  firand 
In  the  hollow  ash  there  oat ; 
And  a  pel  her  about ; 
A  ring  oi  gold  also  was  there ; 
How  it  com  thither  I  n'oft  ne'er." 
The  abbesse  was  a-wondered  o£  this  thing. 

«  Gk^,"  she  said,  "  on  hying,« 
And  fetch  it  hither,  I  pray  thee; 
It  is  welcome  to  God  and  me. 
Ich  wili  it  helpen  as  I  can^ 
And  segge  it  is  my  kinswoman.*' 
The  porter  anon  it  gan  forth  bring,  - 
With  the  pel,  and  with  the  zing. 
The  abbesse  let  olepe  a  priest  anon. 
And  let  it  be  chnoten  in  fiuidisii. 

>  liace.  y  She  had  milk,  knd  was  aUa  to  rackle  it 

i  Certaiidy.  :   «  Lop.  >  Qonr.  *  lOsMe. 
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And,  forit  wm  m  an  adi  j-fovad, 
She  deped  it  Fndn  in  that  stonad. 
The  name  of  the  ash  is  a  firom,' 
After  the  language  of  Bretayn ; 
Forthj  '  Le  Frain  men  depeth  thw  h/j^ 
More  tnan  ash,  in  eaeh  countrej . 
"  This  Fndn  thrived  from  year  to  jeat ; 
The  abbess'  niece  men  we^id  it  were. 
The  abbess  her  gan  teach,  and  held.' 
By  that  she  was  twelve  winter  dd, 
In  all  Englond  there  n'as  none 
A  fittrer  maiden  than  she  was  one. 
And  when  she  eonthe  ought  of  manhede,^ 
She  bade  the  abbesse  her  wisse*  and  rede, 
Which  were  her  kin,  one  or  other. 
Father  or  mother,  sister  or  brother. 
The  abbesse  her  in  council  took, 
To  teilen  her  she  nought  forsook. 
How  she  was  founden  in  all  tfain^; 
And  took  her  the  clotii  and  the  nng, 
And  bade  her  keep  it  in  that  stede ; 
And,  therwhiles  she  li-red,  so  die  did 

Then  was  there,  in  that  euntr^, 
A  rich  knight  of  land  and  fee, 
Proud,  and  joung,  and  jollii^ 
And  had  nought  yet  y-wedded  wife. 
He  was  stout,  of  great  renown, 
And  was  y-deped  Sir  Guroun. 
He  heard  praise  thai  maid^i  fne, 
And  said  he  would  her  see. 
He  dight  him  in  the  waj  anon, 
And  joUiflidi  thither  is  gone^ 
And  bade  his  man  segge,  venment^ 
He  sbovJd  toward  a.  tumament. 
The  abbesse,  and  the  nounes  all 
Fair  him  grette  in  the  guest^all; 
And  damad  Frain,  so  Mr  of  mouth, 
Grette  him  feir,  as  she  well  couth. 
And  swithe  well  he  gan  devise 
Her  semhkuint,  and  her  gentiise. 
Her  bvesome  eyen,  her  rode*  so  bripfat. 
And  oommeneed  to  Ivre  her  anonrnghi; 

1  lo  lb«  MS.  ife  is  "Jreyim,"  which  I  prcsnme  is  a  mistake  at  the 
tnascriber.  '  Therefore.  •  Aroteet,  defend. 

«  Msdwod,  here  wed  fev  tke  wJation  of  conMnigwini^. 
*  Teach  sad  advise  her.  •Cwnpfedoau 
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And  thought  how  he  might  take  on. 

To  have  her  for  his  leman. 
He  thought,  *'  Gif  ich  come  her  to 

More  than  ich  have  y-do, 

The  abbesse  will  Boucby'  guile, 

And  vride^  her  in  a  little  while.** 

He  oompast  another  enchesounf 

To  be  brother  of  that  religion. 
**  Madame,"  he  said  to  the  abbesse, 
**  I-lovi*  wde,  in  all  goodness, 

Ich  will  give  one  and  other 

Londee  and  rents,  to  become  your  brother,* 

That  ye  shall  ever  fsure  the  bet,* 

When  I  oome  to  have  recet."^ 
At  few  wordos  thev  ben  at  one,* 

He  graithes  him,  and  forth  is  gone. 

Oft  ne  com,  by  day  and  nighty 

To  speak  vdth  that  maiden  hn^t ; 

80  that,  with  his  fair  behest,* 

And  with  his  f^losing.  at  lest 

She  granted  Imn  to  aon  his  will, 

When  he  will,  loud  and  stilL 
^  Leman,"  he  said,  "  thou  must  let  be 

The  abbesse  thy  niece,-*  and  go  with  me. 

For  ich  am  riche,  of  swich  powers 

Te  ^nde  bet  than  thou  hast  here. 

The  maiden  grant,  and  him  trist. 

And  stole  away,  that  no  man  wist ; 

With  her  took  she  no  thing 

But  her  pel,  and  her  ring. 
When  the  abbesse  gan  aspy 

That  she  was  with  the  knignt  owv,^' 

She  made  mourning  in  her  thought^ 

And  her  bement,''  and  gained  nougnt. 
So  lonff  she  was  in  his  castel, 

That  all  his  meynie  loved  her  weUL 

To  rich  and  poor  she  gan  her  dres^ 

That  all  her  loved  more  and  less;. 

And  thus  she  led  with  him  her  life. 

Bight  as  she  had  been  his  wedded  wife. 
His  knightes  com,  and  to  him  speke, 

And  holy  church  commandeth  eke^ 

1  Stuped:.  (A*  N.)       *  Void,  carry  away.  '  Excoie.       *  Beloved. 

*  Of  the  same  religioiu  fraternity.  *  Better. 

'Lodging,  abode.     •Agreed.     •Promise.  ■•  It  ihonld  bd  thy  Mif. 

"  Away,  lythmi  gtitia.  u  Bemoaned. 
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Some  lordis  dauffhter  for  to  take, 
And  his  leman  tul  forsake. 
And  said,  him  were  well  more  fidr, 
In  wedlock  to  ^ten  him  an  heir, 
Than  lead  his  bfe  with  swiche  one. 
Of  whose  kin  he  knewe  none. 
And  said.  '^  Here  besides^  is  a  knight, 
That  hatn  a  daughter  fiur  and  bright, 
That  shall  bear  fis  heritage ; 
Taketh  her  in  marriage !" 
Loth  him  was  that  deed  to  do, 
Ac,  at  last,  he  granted  thereto. 

The  forward' was  y-maked  aright, 
And  were  at  one,  and  truth  plight. 
Alias !  that  he  no  had  y-wit, 
Ere  the  forward  were  y-smit! 
That  she,  and  his  leman  also, 
Sistren  were,  and  twinnes  two ! 
Of  a  father  begeten  they  were, 
Of  a  mother  bom  y-fere  :* 
That  hi'  so  were  ne  wist  none, 
For  sooth  I  say,  but  God  alone. 

The  new  bride  was  graithed  with  all. 

And  brought  home  to  the  lordis  halL 

Her  &ther  com  with  her  also, 

The  levedi  her  mother,  and  other  mo. 

The  bishop  of  the  lond^  withouten  fail, 

Come  to  do  the  spousaiL 

•  •  •  # 

The  young  rival  of  Le  Frain  was  distinguished,  like  her  sister, 
by  a  sylvan  appellation:  her  name  was  Le  (kwte  (oorylus,  the 
filbert),  and  the  knight's  tenants  had  sagaciously  dniwn  a  most 
favourable  prognostic  of  his  future  happiness  from  the  superiority 
of  nuts  to  vile  ash-keys ;  but  neither  tne  knight  himself,  nor  any 
of  his  household,  were  disposed  to  augur  &vourably  of  a  marriage 
which  tended  to  deprive  them  of  the  amiable  orphan.  The  feast  was 
magnificent,  but  dull ;  and  never  were  apparent  rejoicings  more 
completely  marred  by  a  general  feeling  of  constraint  and  formality, 
Le  Frain  alone,  concealing  the  ffrief  which  preyed  on  her  heart, 
was  all  zeal  and  activity;  and,  oy  her  unceasing  attentions,  con- 
ciliated the  pity  and  esteem  of  the  bride,  and  even  of  her  mother, 
who  had  hitherto  felt  the  utmost  anxiety  to  procure  the  dismissal 
of  this  formidable  rival.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  banquet,  she 
employed  herself  with  the  utmost  care,  in  the  decoration  oi  the 
bridal  chamber;  and,  having  observed  that  the  covering  of  the 

^  Contraot  *  Together.  '  They,  Sax. 

2ir 
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bed  was  not  sufficiently  oostlj,  spread  over  it  the  magnifioent 
mantle  which  she  had  received  from  the  abbeBB,  and  had  hitherto 
preserved  with  the  utmost  eolioitude.  She  had  scarcely  left  the 
room,  when  the  bride  entered  it,  aooompanied  by  her  mother,  who 
casting  her  eyes  on  this  ^lendid  mantle,  surve^  it  with  feelimsB 
of  the  most  poignant  remorse,  and  immediAtely  lecoginzed  tSe 
testimony  of  ner  crime.  She  questioned  the  chamberlains,  who 
were  unable  to  explain  the  appearanoe  of  an  ornament  whidi  they 
had  never  before  beheld;  she  then  interrogated  Le  Frain,  and,  at 
the  end  of  a  short  examination  fell  into  a  swoon;  exdauning, 
''Fair  child!  thou  art  my  daughter!^  Her  husband  was  th^ 
summoned,  and  she  confessed  to  him  with  tears,  and  with  every 
expression  of  penitenoe,  the  sinful  act  which  she  had  committed, 
and  the  providential  discovery  of  her  daughter  by  means  of  the 
mantle  and  of  the  ring,  botii  of  which,  being  presents  from  him- 
self, were  perfectly  famiUar  to  his  recollection.  The  knight  em- 
braced his  child  with  the  utmost  tenderness,  and  prevailed  on  the 
bishop  to  dissolve  the  marriage,  whioh  was  not  yet  consummated, 
and  to  unite  their  son-in-law  to  the  original  object  of  his  affec- 
tions. The  other  sister  was  shortly  after  bestowed  on  another 
neighbouring  lord,  and  tiie  adventures  of  Le  Frain  and  Le  Codre 
were  formed  into  a  lay,  which,  as  we  have  seen,  received  its  name 
from  the  former. 


SIR  EGER,  SIR  GRAHAME,  &  SIR  GRAY-STEEL. 


lliis  romanoe  is  by  no  means  deficient  in  merit ;  but  I  do  not  know  of 
itfl  existence  in  a  perfect  state,  either  in  MS.  orim,  print,  unless  it  be  pre- 
senred  entire  in  Bishop  Percy's  folio.  It  was  printed  (perhaps  at  Aber- 
deen) in  1711,  and  horn  a  copy  of  this  date,  in  the  possession  of  Mr. 
Donee,  the  fbUowing  abstract  is  taken.  But  the  printer  has  evidently 
fbllowed  a  Tery  imperfect  MS.  with  which  also  he  seems  to  hare  taken 
great  liberties :  and  the  story,  as  it  now  stands,  is  so  obscurely  told,  that 
tiie  catastrophe  is  quite  unintelligible,  and  has  been,  in  the  praseat 
abetract,  supplied  by  oonjectore. 

That  it  was  extremely  popular  in  the  eaity  part  of  the  sixteenth  oenftmy, 
is  eridont  from  ih»  manner  in  whioh  it  is  nentloiied  in  the  "  CompiajfHi 
^ScoUmid,"  fiiat  published  in  1&49;  and  the  reader  wiU  find  all  die 
information  which  can  now  be  coUeeted  respecting  it,  in  Leydeo'i 
▼aluable  edition  of  that  work,  pp.  231,  273,  and  in  Sir  W.  Soott's  Sir 
Tristrem,  p.  287.  ■ 

Iir  the  kingdom  of  Bealm^  lived  a  powerM  earl  whose  luunc  was 

The  name  of  this  kingdom  is  probably  a  oormption  of  BohemiL. 
Ellis  thought  otherwise  on  the  improbable  supposition  that  by  Gallic 
the  author  meant  Galloway. 
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Biges,  and  who  had  an  only  daughter,  of  inoomparable  beauty, 
naajoed  Winliane.  The  young  lady,  whom  it  was  almost  impos- 
sible to  behold  with  indiffeienoe,  was,  rather  unfortunately  for  ner 
numerous  admirers,  d  &  oold  and  inflexible  character.  Having 
observed  that  military  prowess  was  the  qualification  which  at- 
tracted general  esteem,  she  oonduded  timt  men  were  formed  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  fighting;  and  thereliare  frankly  informed  her 
parents  that  she  was  per&oUy  careless  aboui  the  nmk,  or  wealth, 
«r  age,  or  temper,  or  figure  of  her  husband ;  and  that  even  her 
defiveaoe  for  paternal  authority  would  not  be  sufficient  to  indude 
her  aoseptanoe  of  a  partner  for  life,  because  the  possession  of  her 
penen  wm^  in  her  estimation,  the  natural  right  of  the  man  who 
diould  be  able  to  win  her  firom  a  host  of  rivah. 

In  oonsequence  of  these  <qpinionS)  the  fedr  Winliane  continaed 
long  unmanied.  Had  she  li«en  ccmtented  to  abide  by  the  decision 
of  &  single  tournament^  the  matter  might  have  been  easily  settled ; 
but  a  peerless  knight  is  not  an  animal  of  frequent  occurrence. 
Many  champions  obtained  suooessively  tiie  honour  of  receiving 
marks  of  oomplaoenoy  from  the  beauti&l  countess,  and  were  suc- 
cessively obliterated  from  her  memory  by  mora  sturdy  or  more 
fortunate  adversaries ;  but  at  length,  a  young  knight,  named  ^ 
Sger,  having  acauired  a  decided  superioiity  over  aU  his  competi- 
tors, seemed  to  have  fixed  her  inconstant  inclinations.  He  was 
blessed  with  the  nromise  of  her  hand;  and  her  choice  being  ex- 
tremely acceptable  to  her  parents,  preparations  were  made  for  the 
earl  V  oelobration  of  their  nuptials. 

Sir  l^r,  thus  fortunate  in  his  love,  was  not  less  so  in  his  friend- 
ship. He  had  &  brotiier  in  arms,  the  youns  and  accomplished  Sir 
Graham,  who,  perfectly  indifierent  to  popular  a|mlause,  seemed  to 
Uve  for  the  sole  purpose  of  establishing,  beyoni  competition^  the 
superiority  of  his  companion.  These  young  heroes  were  mse- 
psnUe ;  uiey  inhabited  the  same  apartment ;  they  communicated 
to  eadi  other  all  their  projects  ana  widies ;  and  Sir  Graham  wAs 
not  the  least  impatient  of  tiie  two  for  the  arrival  d  the  day,  which 
should  unite  Sir  £ger  to  his  Winliane.  But  the  young  lover  was 
unfortunately  too  much  in  love.  Accustomed  to  resjwct  all  the 
opinions  and  caprices  of  his  haughty  mistress,  he  persuaded  him- 
self that  his  valour  was  not  yet  sufficiently  signalized ;  and  haviiu^ 
heard  of  a  perilous  adventure,  which  he  might  hope  to  acoompliw 
before  the  conclusion  of  his  marriage,  rashly  resolved  to  undertake 
it>  notwithstandiDg  the  wise  remonstrances  of  Sir  Graham,  to 
whom  alone  he  had  oonfided  his  project. 

And  he  went  forth,  him  alone, 
And  aU  vanquisht  came  he  home, 
In  his  chamber,  upon  a  night, 
Woonded  sore^  and  evil  dight. 

2  V  S 
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His  knife  was  tint.'  his  sheath  was  ta^en, 

His  scabard  from  his  thigh  was  gane. 

He  had  mo  wounds  with  sword  and  kni£e 

Than  ever  man  that  had  his  life. 

A  trancheon  of  his  spear  he  hare 

To  lean  him  on ;  he  nad  na  mare. 

On  his  bed-side  he  sate  him  down, 

He  groaned  sare,  and  fell  in  sown. 
Sir  Graham,  having  with  some  difficulty  restored  him  to  his 
senses,  endeavoured,  out  without  success,  to  console  him  under  his 
misfortune.  "  Talk  not  to  me  of  comfort,'"  exclaimed  Sir  Eger. 
^  since  my  mistress  is  lost  to  me  for  ever.  I  am  vanquished  and 
disgraced ;  vanquished  in  equal  combat  by  a  angle  Iniight.  M j 
armour,  as  ^ou  know^  was  excellent;  it  b  this  nerveless  arm 
which  has  fiuled  me :  1  shall  see  the  lovely  Winliane  bestowed  cb 
some  more  cautious  knight  who  has  remained  at  home  while  I 
was  hastening  to  defeat  ana  infiutny ;  and  I  have  deserved  to  endure 
the  misery  of  such  a  sight."  Sir  Graham  thought  it  useless  to 
argue  any  further  till  he  should  have  learned  all  uie  circumstances 
of  nis  friend's  adventure ;  he  therefore  remained  silent^  while  Sr 
S^  pursued  his  narration. 

''I  was  forewarned  by  a  traveller,  whom  I  met  by  accident  oa 
my  road,  and  who  directed  me  to  tne  territories  of  my  adversary, 
that  to  subdue  the  redoubtable  Gray-steel  was  no  easy  entermise ; 
but  I  resolved  to  persevere,  and  to  enter  the  '  land  of  doubt,'  » 
called  from  the  ntunber  of  knights  whom  this  champion  has  sue- 
oessively  destroyed.  Having  passed  over  a  spacious  moor,  bordered 
by  lofty  mountains,  I  arriv^  on  the  banks  of  a  deep  river ;  and, 
having  discovered  a  ford  which  had  been  described  to  me,  continued 
my  journey  through  a  forest  which  encircled  the  forbidden  land. 
Before  I  could  rea^  the  plain  I  heard  a  confused  sound,  as  of 
horses'  feet.  My  steed  stopped,  erected  his  ears,  and  prepared  to 
rush  forward.  I  raised  my  eyes  and  saw  a  knight  in  rod  armour, 
and  mounted  on  a  bay  horse,  advancing  at  full  speed  towards  me; 
I  spurred  to  meet  him,  and  my  spear  was  so  weJl  directed  that  its 
point  struck  him  in  the  middle  of  the  breast;  but  the  shaft 
shivered  in  my  hands,  whilst  his  spear  passed  through  my  shield, 
through  the  whole  of  my  armour,  and  tnrough  part  of  my  body. 
Yet  I  sate  in  the  saddle.  We  wheeled,  and  at  tne  second  encoun- 
ter he  slew  my  horse.  I  rose  as  quickly  as  I  could,  but  his 
active  courser  gave  him  again  the  advantage:  he  overthrew  roe 
and  trampled  me  under  Iub  horse's  feet.  Having  at  length  re- 
covered my  legs,  I  drew  my  sword,  rushed  to  meet  him,  aimed 
at  him  a  blow  in  which  I  exerted  all  my  strength.  I  missed  hit 
I>erson,  but  cut  through  his  spear  and  lulled  his  horse.  We  now 
met  again  on  equal  terms;  but  my  sword  seemed  to  strike  on 
»  Dagger. 
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adamant,  whikt  his  drew  blood  at  every  stroke.  At  length  my 
blade  broke  in  my  hand.  I  drew  my  dagger  and  closed  with  him. 
Yet  in  this  conflict  also  he  preserved  the  same  advantage.  His 
armour  resisted  all  my  efforts,  though  my  blows,  as  I  thought, 
were  not  dealt  without  effect.  I  had  seen  him  reel  and  crouch 
beneath  the  blow  by  which  I  broke  my  sword ;  an  involuntary 
groan  escaped  him  when  I  struck  him  near  the  belt  with  my 
dagger ;  and  having  urged  its  point  through  an  opening  of  his 
viior,  I  withdrew  it  streaming  with  his  blo(^.  But,  on  renewing 
the  blow,  my  dagger  also  broke  off  at  the  handle.  Meanwhile  his 
weapon  was  &r  more  efficacious :  my  hauberk,  of  the  best  Milan 
work,  my  acUmn  (quilted  jacket),  in  short  my  whole  armour, 
which  had  often  preserved  my  father,  and  afterwards  myself,  from 
wounds,  seemed  mcapable  of  opposing  the  slightest  resistance  to 
its  edge.  Blinded  by  the  blood  which  flowed  down  my  forehead, 
and  smarting  at  every  pore,  I  struggled  in  vain  against  my  well- 
armed  adversary,  whom  I  still  attempted  to  fell  with  the  handle  of 
my  dagger.    I  sunk  at  his  feet  in  a  swoon. 

^  How  long  I  remained  on  the  ground  I  know  not ;  but  I  pre- 
sume that  my  trance  was  of  no  short  duration,  because,  on  my 
recovery,  I  perceived  by  my  side  a  second  knight,  who  had  fallen 
beneath  the  sword  of  the  terrible  Qray-steeL  The  conqueror  had 
cut  off  from  each  of  us  the  little  finger  of  the  right  hand,  as  a 
token  of  his  victory.  Seeing  a  stream  of  water  near  us,  I  crept  to 
it'  on  my  hands  and  knees,  washed  the  blood  from  my  eyes,  re- 
freshed myself  by  a  moderate  draught  and,  having  found  the 
broken  stadBT  of  my  spear,  raised  myself  by  its  means  and  attempted 
to  walk.  My  own  horse,  and  that  of  my  antagonist,  lay  deaa  on 
the  field  of  battle ;  but  a  third,  of  mean  appearance,  was  grazing  at 
some  distance.  I  mounted  bun  with  much  pain  and  difficulty, 
and  began  my  journey  homewards,  which  I  continued  during  the 
remainder  of  the  day. 

"•  At  the  approach  of  evening  I  beheld  a  larse  town,  which  I 
avoided,  and  advanced  towards  the  castle,  which  had  a  spacious 
garden,  with  arbours  disposed  along  its  iudosure,  and  banqueting- 
rooms  of  great  magnificence.  Stopping  near  one  of  these  arbours, 
I  beheld  a  beautiful  young  lady,  clothed  in  a  scarlet  mantle 
embroidered  with  gold  and  pearls,  who  issued  fr^m  her  bower,  and 
slowly  advanced  towards  me.  On  my  alighting  to  meet  her,  she 
saluted  me  as  a  knight,  and  invited  me  to  repair  to  the  castle, 
where  she  assured  me  that  I  should  receive  the  most  hospitable 
entertainment,  and  might  profit  by  the  assistance  of  the  most 
canning  leeches  in  the  whole  country ;  but  I  declined  her  offer, 
and  requested  only  to  be  provided  with  food  and  lodging  during  a 
single  night,  entreating  that  I  might  be  left  in  total  privacy,  as 
sleep  was  principally  necessary  to  my  recovery.  She  courteously 
granted  my  request ;  conducted  me  to  her  bower;  placed  me  on 
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her  bed ;  and,  having  intnutod  mj  hone  to  the  care  of  ene  of  kar 
danuels,  dispatched  the  other  in  qoeet  of  neoeesaries  for  mgraeK 

Baked  fowls  she  brought  again, 

Spioe  and  wine,  bread  of  main. 

A  laver*  they  have  gotten  soon ; 

Warm  water  into  it  was  done, 

And,  in  a  silver  basin, 

Her  own  hands  washed  mine  een. 

And  when  she  saw  mine  hands  boae, 

Then  waxed  mine  anger  te  the  mam. 

The  glove  was  whole,  my  finger  was  tint  f 

She  might  well  know  it  was  no  dint. 

She  perceived  that  I  thought  shaaoe, 

She  asked  not  what  was  my  name, 

Or  of  what  country  I  was  come, 

Into  what  place  or  in  what  room, 

Or  of  what  oountir  that  I  were, 

But  eased  me  in  all  manere. 

Sudi  drink  then  as  she  gave  me  tiieve, 

Saw  I  never  in  my  &re, 

That  so  much  could  me  restore, 

For  I  was  vanauished  all  before ; 

More  weak  ana  weary  might  no  man  he^ 

And  dried  of  blood  as  any  tree. 

Herdtinks  tiiey  broo^t  me  soon  in  state, 

That  I  might  speak  and  answer  make. 

She  and  her  maids,  those  ladies  iduree, 

Of  all  my  {(ear  they  nMDed  me ; 

Both  of  mine  hauberk,  and  mine  actewn, 

Washed  me  syn,  and  laid  me  down. 

With  her  own  hands,  wiote  as  ihe  mUk, 

She  stopped  my  wounds  full  of  silk,* 

And  syn  laid  me  into  a  bed, 

That  was  with  mlken  sheets  spread. 
"  They  now  left  me  to  my  repose ;  but  the  lady  t 
assidaoasly  watched  me  during  the  night,  amusing  Ihei 
with  songs  of  love,  till  the  notes  of  the  birds  from  tro  ner^ 
ing  arbour  warned  them  of  the  approach  of  day.  The  li 
brought  me,  in  a  horn,  a  medicatea  drmk  of  a  gieen-eoloiir,'i 
was  so  potent  that  my  nains  immediately  vaniidied.  EBio  egen 
dressed  all  my  wounds,  oiew  from  her  vrardrobe  a  siltai  oriil^ 
which  she  put  on  over  my  shirt,  and  tiien  braced  on  my  annawv 
the  weight  and  pressure  of  wliioh  no  longer  distressed  me.    Be* 

>  A  basin,  lavoirf  O.  Fr.  '  Lost.  *  Conunon  lint  —iuMi 

probably,  answer  the  purpose  better;  but  while  silk  was  a  nofdi^  it  «ns 
thonght  to  possess  many  medical  as  well  as  other  perfections. 
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oaBedy  by  her  means,  to  new  life  and  vigour,  I  tiianked  her  Sn 
terms  expfreasive  of  the  warmest  gratitu<fe ;  but  she  interruiwfced 
me^  and  said,  'I  know.  Sir  knight,  that  thou  bearest  in  thj  hesjrt 
a  secret  passion.  When  thy  love  diall  again  begin  to  exert  its 
influence,  all  thy  wounds  will  open  afresh,  and  all  the  pains  from 
vrhich  my  skill  has  relieved  thee  will  instantly  return.  Yet  be  of 
good  cheer;  for  the  hkdy  of  thy  heart,  by  repeating  the  same 
treatment  which  I  have  pursued,  will  easily  complete  thy  cure.* 
Having,  with  great  difficulty,  persuaded  her  to  accept  some  trifling 
jewels  whidi  I  carried  with  me,  I  took  leave  of  this  amiable  lady. 
She  supplied  me  with  wine,  and  provisions  for  my  journey;  and  I 
arriveo.  healthy  and  vigorous,  within  a  short  (ustance  of  this 
place:  but,  on  approaohmg  the  abode  of  my  beloved  Winliane. 
Ike  prophetic  threat  of  my  frir  preserver  was  verified.  I  fell 
from  my  horse  in  a  swoon,  my  wounds  began  to  bleed  afresh,  and 
I  have  scarcely  been  able  to  reach  my  chamber  in  the  miserable 
state  in  which  you  now  behold  me ! " 

8ur  €hraham  had  listened,  in  mute  attention,  to  the  distressing 
narrative  of  his  flriend,  but  was  unable  to  draw  from  it  any  topic 
of  rational  consolation.  ''Thou  art,"  said  he,  ''the  victim  of  thy 
rashness.  Tet,  as  thy  weapons  only  have  friled  in  a  contest  with 
die  formidable  Gray-steel,  it  were  unwise  to  repine.  We  cannot 
conceal  from  thy  mistress  thy  return  or  thy  misfortune ;  but  we 
must  alter  the  droumstanoes  of  thy  adventure,  and  relate  thai  thy 
wounds  have  resulted  from  a  oonfliot  with  a  number  of  adver- 
saries.** The  advice  was  good;  but  an  tmtoward  ciroumstanoe 
had  already  prevented  the  suooess  of  the  stratagem. 

Winliane,  Dqginning  to  fear  that  Sir  Eger's  stay  would  be  pro- 
tracted beyond  the  time  flzed  for  their  marriage,  was  become  ex- 
tremely impatient  for  his  anivaL  The  window  of  her  bow« 
commanded  a  view  of  the  apartment  ocoanied  by  the  two  friends ; 
and  as  she  was  constantly  on  the  watch,  the  lights  which  she 
beheld  on  the  night  of  her  lover's  return  raised  her  curiosity:  to 
that,  throwing  a  mantle  over  her  shoulders,  she  hastened  to  the 
door,  and  was  preparing  to  enter,  when  the  low  and  mysterious 
sound  of  their  voices  M  her  to  listen  to  their  conversation.  Her 
ears  served  her  so  well  that  she  distinctly  overheard  the  real  his- 
tory of  Sir  £ger*s  defeat,  and  the  story  by  which  they  intended 
to  deceive  her;  after  which  she  again  retired  to  her  chamber, 
though  not  so  secretly  as  to  escape  uie  notice  of  Sir  Qraham,  who 
suspected,  from  the  predpitatiou  with  which  die  rushed  by  their 
window  tnat  she  was  afaeady  mistress  of  their  whole  secret,  and 
who  was  conflrmed  in  his  suspicion,  by  finding  that,  in  the  course 
of  a  few  hours,  the  whole  court  were  informed  of  Sir  Bger's 
iBtum. 

In  the  mean  time  he  procured  for  his  friend  the  ablest  letch 
tiiat  could  be  fcond.    The  oount  and  covntew  came  daily  to  the 
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sick  man,  who  lay  wiihout  signs  of  life ;  while  Sir  Qraham,  in 
answer  to  their  inquiries  respecting  his  adventore,  replied,  ''that 
travelling  in  quest  of  glory,  he  had  been  suddenly  availed,  in  a 
wild  and  desert  place,  by  the  whole  kindred  of  a  blight  whom  he 
had  formerly  overcome.  That  though  they  were  ten  in  number, 
and  most  ungenerously  asmdled  hmi  all  together,  he  had  ulti- 
mately killed  seven  of  tnem,  and  put  to  flight  the  remaining  three, 
though  after  receiving  so  many  wounds  that  his  life  was  still  in 
the  greatest  danger."  This  report,  which  considering  the  prowess 
of  Sir  Eger,  was  not  incredible,  was  generally  behoved,  and  the 
whole  court  expressed  the  utmost  solicitude  for  the  recovery  of  the 
youthful  hero. 

Winliane  alone  appeared  indifferent  about  the  fate  of  her  lover. 
Three  days  elapsea  oefore  she  condescended  to  visit  him;  and 
even  then,  after  addressing  to  him  a  few  careless  question^  she 
was  prepaiin^  to  retire,  wnen  Sir  Graham,  fearfiil  that  her  un- 
feeling behaviour  might  produce  a  dangerous  effect  on  the  health 
of  his  friend,  detained  her  almost  by  force  in  the  room;  and, 
having  feigned  to  converse  with  her  in  a  whisper,  declared  aloud 
to  Sir  Eger,  ''that  the  lady  had  only  forborne  to  see  him  at  the 
earnest  request  of  his  physician,  and  that  her  own  health  had  suf- 
fered no  less  than  his  oy  this  cruel  prohibition."  The  credulous 
lover  was  satisfied  with  this  assurance ;  and  during  eleven  weeks 
of  sickness,  the  kind  attentions  of  the  count  and  countess,  and 
care  of  his  brother.  Sir  Pallias,  and,  above  all,  the  pious  frauds  of 
Sir  Graham,  whose  invention  constantly  devised  new  excuses  for 
the  rare  ana  formal  visits  of  his  mistress,  continued  to  keep  him  in 
ignorance  of  her  unkindness. 

But  the  mind  of  his  feeling  and  generous  friend  was  by  no 
means  at  ease.  This  system  of  deceit  could  not  last  much  longer, 
and  a  discovery  of  the  truth  might  yet  be  fiital  to  the  convalescent 
He  therefore  determined  to  ascertain  exactly  the  state  of  Win- 
liane's  affections ;  and,  having  eiiffaged  her  in  a  conference,  pleaded 
most  eloquently,  but  most  meifectually,  the  cause  of  Sir  Eger; 
and,  having  informed  her  that  he  was  determined,  whenever  his 
health  should  permit,  to  seek  out  and  combat  the  knight  who  was 
the  cause  of  his  late  disaster,  requested  that  she  would  enjoin  him 
to  abstain  from  an  enterprise  which  could  scarcely  fail  of  proving 
&tal.  The  lady,  after  a  mementos  silence,  calmly  replied,  "Sir 
Graham,  you  Jmow  that  it  was  always  my  intention  to  accept  as 
a  husband  that  man  only,  who,  from  whatever  cause,  should  be 
constantly  victorious  in  every  enterprise.  Sir  Eger  appeared  to 
be  that  man.  As  such  I  accepted  him  for  my  fiiture  lora.  I  was 
satisfied  with  what  he  had  done ;  I  exhortea  him  to  refrain  from 
seeking  any  new  adventures ;  but  he  was  rash  and  presumptuous. 
And  what  has  he  gained?  You  need  not  answer ;  for  I  know  all 
He  has  been  vanquished;  vanquished  by  Sir  Gray-steeL    I  heard 
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this  from  his  own  lips  on  the  night  of  his  arriraL  I  will  give 
him  uo  counsel;  whether  he  go  or  stay,  he  has  forfeited  my  hand, 
which  he  can  never  recover."  Sir  Graham,  piqued  at  her  insen- 
nhility,  replied,  "He,  I  am  persuaded,  will  no  longer  trouble  jon 
with  his  suit,  having  found,  during  his  last  disastrous  enterprise, 
a  mistress  equally  captivating,  and^  as  he  says,  still  more  nobly 
bom.  Suppose,  therefore,  since  he  slights  you,  that  you  should 
accept  of  me."  This  sarcastic  proposal  was  answered  by  a  look  of 
indignation,  and  thus  ended  the  conference. 

Sir  Graham  now  determined  on  the  generous  project  which  had 
long  floated  in  his  mind.  He  repaired  to  Sir  Effer,  and  said, 
''The  knight  who  hath  disgraced  you  must  be  chastised  in  his 
torn.  Had  your  weapons  corresponded  with  your  courage,  he 
would  have  been  slain,  or  made  prisoner  by  you ;  it  must  be  now 
mj  business  to  defeat  or  kill  him  under  your  name  and  character. 
fiat  nine  days  must  elapse  before  I  can  execute  my  purpose, 
because  that  time  will  be  necessary  to  persuade  the  court  of  your 
complete  recovery.  Now  rise  and  dress  yourself:  exhibit  your- 
self at  your  window ;  appear  to  be  occupied  in  reading  romances, 
or  in  anv  other  amusement.  All  will  rejoice  at  the  return  of 
your  health,  narticularly  the  count,  who  will  hope  to  see  you 
speedily  unitea  to  his  daughter.  But  of  this  I  have  my  doubts ; 
for  women  are  very  fickle.  Next,  gradually  resume  your  usual 
exercises ;  and  lastly,  having  equipp^  yourself  as  if  for  a  distant 
adventure,  repair  to  court,  take  leave  of  the  count  and  countess 
and  return  to  mo,  who  wUl  be  ready  topersonate  you.  Remem- 
ber to  watch  well  the  countenance  of  mnliane ;  but  say  little  to 
her,  and  that  with  an  air  of  indifierence.  Should  I  succeed,  my 
return  will  be  speedy ;  and  you  can  easily  pass  a  short  interval  iu 
close  retirement  (for  thus  should  I  do  if  you  were  absent)  without 
betraying  yourself.  If  I  fJEul,  you  will  do  your  best  to  revenue 
me ;  and  neither  of  us  will  be  dishonoured,  though  both  shoiud 
be  numbered  amongst  the  victims  of  the  mightv  Gray-steeL" — 
'^Nay!"  exclaimed  Sir  Eger,  "though  I  should  lie  here  these 
seven  months,  I  will  depute  to  no  man  a  quarrel  which  is  solely 
my  own.  I  thank  you  much  for  your,  noole  offer,  but  I  must 
revenge  myself  or  die." — "If  you  could  lie  here  seven  months 
without  being  supplanted  by  a  rival,  I  would  not  intrude  between 
jou  and  Sir  Gray-steeL  But  Winliane  has  encouraged  the  ad- 
dresses of  Sir  Oyles ;  she  knows  your  whole  story,  which  she 
overheard  by  listening  at  our  door ;  she  considers  you  as  disgraced." 

Sir  Eger  said,  "If  it  be  so, 

Then  wot  I  well,  I  must  forego 

Love-liking,'  and  manhood,  all  clean!" 

The  water  rushed  out  of  his  een ! 

^  Peace.    A.  S. 
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His  head  he  starook,  his  hands  he  wnmg^ 

And  MMsh  hand  on  inothor  dans: 

Sir  Grahame  then  odd  to  him,  ^'Let  he! 

Ye  shall  he  helped  haslilT.      ' 

For  heie  lyow  to  Qod  of  mighty 

That  I  shall  ride  and  se^  the  knif^ 

Into  what  land  tiiat  he  in  be, 

I  shall  him  slay,  at  elae  he  me. 

And  if  I  ohanoe  to  win  the  field, 

And  get  his  hefan,  or  yet  his  shield. 

Or  any  mark  ef  him  to  see, 

The  lady  will  think  that  it  is  ye.** 
6ir  Bger  now  reluctantly  consented,  and  has  bxolher, 
PaUias,  was  called  in  to  assist  at  the  oonfsrence.  TheLri: 
Agam,  had  possessed  an  excellent  swovd,  which  waa 
presenred  by  his  widow,  and  which  it  was  jvdged  indii 
to  procure  on  this  occasion.  Sir  (flhraham  iiiezeibre  xepaixeid  te  the 
ola  lady,  informed  her  that  her  nephew  Sir  Eger  was  on  the  mnt 
of  going  to  encounter  the  terrible  Gmy-<te«^  and  lequestaa  the 
loan  of  that  weapon:  as  a  security  for  wMoh  he  lodged  im  bar 
hands  the  chazters  of  all  his  estates.  The  negotiation  snooaedBd; 
and  Sir  Graham  obtained  not  only  'die  sword,  but  its  uMb 
history,  which  the  good  lady  rekted  with  much  prolisly;  as- 
enrxiiff  him  that  it  was  as  tough  as  wax,  haid  as  flint,  tesBaaat 
as  li^tninff,  and,  in  shorty  so  vidnabla,  tbatthe  pawn  wiuA  ha 
left  m  her  hands  would  be  a  very  inadequate  compensation  teHi 
loss.  Skesything  being  at  len^  providied.  Sir  jBger  prut  en  hk 
dothes,  received  the  oongratulatmnaof  the  owrt,  appeared  to  gam 
strength  every  hour,  and  en  the  ei|^ith  day  aRaryed  himaelf  in  im 
armour,  and  repaired  to  the  great  hall  to  take  kave  of  the  ' 
and  of  the  count  and  countess.    It  was  remarked  by  all  _ 

tikat  though  his  air  waa  as  oanfident  as  usual,  he  waa  pale 

emaciated ;  in  faot^  it  waa  not  without  effi>rt  that  he  waa  aide  ta 
stand  under  the  weight  of  his  armour:  and  the  eountefl% 
for  the  fftte  of  her  intended  8on4n-law,  eamesth 
to  forego  his  enterprise  till  his  streugih  should  i 
But  he  penristed  m  his  resolution;  and  having 
knees  the  earl's  permission  to  ctapjurt^  and  huad^  kin 
hand,  prejaared  toleaTe  the  halL  winliane  was  there,  but 
perfectly  mdiffurent  to  what  was  passing ;  and  Sir  Xfpit, 
been  strictly  enjoined  by  Sir  Qxaham  to  tnsst  hnr  with 
coldness,  contented  himself  with  askinff  her  aloud  whether  die 
had  any  commands.  '^Ko,"  she  rqphed,  ^'bui  I  hope  you  will 
render  this  adventure  more  interesting  than  the  last.  You  tiben 
left  a  finger  behind  yon;  this  time  you  shoold  k»ve  at  least  a 
hand!**  A  murmur  of  disapprobation  was  immediately  heaid 
through  the  assembly,  and  Sir  £ger  was  much  mortified;  but  he 
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diBsemUed  hisfeelingB,  and,  bowing  to  the  assemblj,  retix^d  tohis 
ajMurtment. 

Winliane,  howeyer  Yoid  of  affectioiK,  was  by  no  means  deficient 
in  curiosity.  She  hastened  to  the  window  of  her  bower  for  the 
purpose  of  witnessing  her  loyer'fi  departure,  and  of  judging,  by  his 
mode  of  managing  his  hoise,  whether  he  was  indeed  so  £ur  reee- 
tercd  as  to  have  a  chance  of  Buocess  in  the  perilous  enterprise 
which  he  had  undertaken.  In  the  mean  time  6ir  Eger  had 
thrown  off  his  armour,  and  Sir  Qraham,  with  the  assistance  of  Sir 
Pallias,  was  in  a  few  minutes  ready  to  personate  his  friend.  A 
war-horse,  caparisoned  with  the  utmost  care  under  the  direction  «f 
Sir  Pallias,  who  had  attentively  surveyed  every  girth  and  proved 
the  strength  of  every  buokk,  was  ready  saddled  at  the  door.  The 
two  brothers  in  arms  parted  after  a  short  embrace.  Sir  Qraham 
TRulted  into  the  saddle,  caused  his  steed  to  curvet  for  some  minutsB 
under  the  window  of  the  astonished  Winliane,  and  then,  settmg 
spurs  to  his  sides,  departed  in  full  gallop,  and  with  the  rapidity  of 
bffihtning  disappeared  in  the  shades  of  the  neighbouring  forest. 
The  lady  could  scarcely  believe  the  testimony  of  her  eyes.  She 
descended  from  her  bower,  and  repaired  to  the  lodging  of  the 
knights,  where  Sir  E^r,  fiitigued  by  the  weight  of  his  armour, 
equally  diasatisfied  with  his  mistreBS  and  with  himself  and  fhll  of 
anxiety  for  Sir  Qraham,  had  already  retired  to  bed.  She  hurried 
throng  the  outer  room  without  noticing  the  salutations  of  Sir 
Pallias,  who  attempted  to  accost  her,  and  i>asBed  into  the  be^ 
chamber,  the  windows  of  which  were  partly  dosed,  so  that  the 
features  of  the  knight  within  the  bed  could  not  be  discovered. 
As  she  had  so  lately  conversed  with  her  lover,  and  had  still  mow 
lately,  as  Bhe  thought^  seen  him  depart  on  his  adventure^  she 
aooosted  him  without  suspicion  by  the  name  of  his  friend. 
''Sir  QrahanL"  said  ahe,  ''I  am  lost  in  surprise!  I  ha;^  tUa 
moment  beheld  Sir  Eger,  who  not  ten  days  ago  was  confined  to 
his  bed:  yet  has  he  now  the  air  of  a  hero ;  and,  trust  me,  he 
seems  likely  to  speed  in  what  he  has  und^taken.  Little  confi* 
dance,  however,  can  be  placed  in  the  proweas  of  a  knight  so  lately 
discomfited.  To  what  purpose  shoum  he  engage  infresh  adven* 
tores)  His  honour  can  no  longer  be  recovered!"  Sir  Sger 
easily  counterfeiting  the  voice  of  his  friend,  utterly  denied  the 
triumph  of  Sir  Qmy-steeL  and  repeated  most  circumstantially  te 
the  indignant  lady  the  fabricated  tale,  which  she  knew  to  be 
totally  felse;  concluding  by  a  dedaration,  that  he  was  determined 
not  to  stir  from  his  bed,  nor  to  admit  any  visitant  except  herself, 
till  the  return  of  the  injured  and  de&med  Sir  Eger.  Sir  PaUiaa 
Touched  for  the  same  story,  and  made  the  same  declaration :  so 
that  the  feir  Winliane,  overwhelmed  with  vexation,  and  almost  in 
doubt  whether  all  her  Benses  had  not  conspired  to  deceive  md 
confounded  her,  hastily  put  an  end  to  her  visit,  and  retired  to  her 
duunber. 
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We  must  now  attend  upon  Sir  Graham,  who,  haTing  reaohed 
the  forest,  b^an  to  recapitulate  in  his  mind  the  dircctioiis  bj 
which  he  was  to  guide  himself  for  the  purpoee  of  finding  his 
road  oYor  a  larse  tract  of  desert  country,  ana  the  tokens  which 
would  enable  mm  to  recognise  the  b^tiful  LiUias,  to  whose 
medical  skill  his  friend  had  been  so  much  indebted.  After  thirty 
miles  of  a  road  which  was  already  fiuniliar  to  him,  he  would  find 
an  extensive  moor,  and  must  follow,  during  four  days,  the  ri^ 
bank  of  a  mountain  torrent,  until  it  should  he  joined  by  a  seoxid, 
which  he  must  ford,  and  then  keep  the  united  stream  on  his  left 
hand  till  he  should  arrive  at  the  sea-shore.  He  must  then  foDow 
the  sands,  keeping  a  rocky  forest  on  his  right,  till  he  reached  an 
extensive  and  cultivated  plain.  He  would  then  see  at  the  dis^ 
tance  a  fair  castle,  with  spacious  orchards  and  gardens,  and,  on  a 
nearer  approach,  would  readily  distinguish  the  lady's  bower, 
which  was  remarkable  by  its  numerous  spires,  surmounted  by 
vanes  and  weathercocks  richly  gilt,  and  shining  like  glass  in  the 
sun's  rays.  The  lady  was  distingmshed  from  ner  attendants  by 
her  height  and  fair  proportions,  by  the  deamess  of  her  com- 
plexion, and  by  the  beauty  of  her  eye-brows,  which  nearly  joined. 
Besides  this,  there  was  a  small  red  sjpot  near  one  of  her  eyes,  which 
the  extreme  whiteness  of  her  skiu  rendered  very  conspicnooa 
The  silken  sark  (shift,)  which  he  bore  with  him,  would  serve  as 
an  introduction,  and  he  was  to  convey  to  her  some  rich  broodies 
andiewels  in  return  for  her  kind  hospitality  to  Sir  Eger. 

These  instructions  were  fully  sufficient  for  the  guidance  of  a 
knight^  who  was  of  course  in  the  habit  of  traveling  through 
intricate  forests,  and  of  exercising  his  sagacity  in  finding  his  way 
by  means  of  the  sun  and  stars,  by  the  moss  on  the  stems  of  trees, 
and  by  other  natural  indications.  But  Sir  Graham  was  still  more 
fortunate.  Having  reached  the  sea-side,  he  overtook  a  yeoman 
mounted  on  a  hackney,  who  readily  undertook  to  guide  him  to 
the  castle.  From  him  he  learnt  that  the  countiy  which  he  had 
just  entered  was  called  GaUias;^  that  the  earl,  whose  castle  he 
beheld,  was  named  Gorius;  that  Lillias  was  his  daughter  and 
heiress;  her  brother,  Sir  Alistoun,  having  been  killed  by  Gray- 
steel;  and  lastly,  that  she  was  till  unmarried,  though  die  had 
been  betrothed  to  a  knight,  named  Sir  Garrentine,  who  having 
attempted  to  revenge  the  death  of  her  brother,  had  been  killed  bj 
the  same  formidable  champion.  The  yeoman  did  not  quit  Sff 
Graham  till  he  approached  the  city,  which  he  entered  alone  and 
stopped  before  the  door  of  a  principal  burgess,  by  whom  he  was 
received  with  all  the  honours  due  to  a  knight-errant.  His  hone 
was  conducted  to  the  best  stall  in  the  stable ;  and  the  burgeiB,  his 
&mily,  and  servants,  were  all  in  motion  to  provide  for  htm 
the  best  means  of  acoonmiodation :  but  the  knight,  hastily  dis- 
1  EUia  suggettB  Galloway,  whidi  is  by  no  means  erident.' 
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moanting,  and  refnsiiiff  the  offer  of  an  escort,  immediatelj  passed 
through  the  city,  and  approaching  the  castle,  examined  all  its 
avenues,  and  resuulj  discovered  the  gardens,  the  arhours,  and  the 
lady's  hower,  which  nerfectly  agreed  with  Sir  Egcr's  description. 
He  had  not  waited  long,  when  he  also  saw  the  lady,  whom  he 
instantly  rec<^nised  and  accosted  as  an  old  acquaintance,  producing 
at  the  same  tune  the  nlken  wtrk,  which  ^e  had  bestowed  upon 
his  friend,  together  with  the  present  of  jewels :  at  the  sight  of 
which  the  beautiful  Lillias  inquire<L  with  the  most  tender  solici- 
tude, after  the  health  of  the  knight  wno  had  sent  her  these  tokens. 
Sir  Qraham  had  determined  to  personate  his  friend,  whom  he 
nearly  resembled  in  figure,  and  whose  voice  he  was  able  to  imitate 
very  exactly.  He  had  altered,  by  means  of  an  ointment,  the 
colour  of  his  skin;  had  carefully  concealed  his  hair;  and,  con- 
fiding in  his  disguise,  answered  without  hesitation  that  he  was  the 
knight  who  was  so  much  indebted  to  her  for  the  restoration  of  his 
health  and  life.  Lillias,  overjoyed  at  this  assurance,  earnestly 
requested  him  to  accompany  her  to  her  bower,  where  he  had  been 
aheady  entertained ;  but  the  kniffhL  foreseeing  that  this  must  lead 
to  a  discovery  of  the  artifice,  repuea  that  he  luui  iJready  taken  up 
his  inn  within  the  town,  and  must  defer  his  visit  to  her  till  he 
should  have  accomplished  the  object  of  his  adventure.  Astonished 
at  this  refusal  she  surveyed  him  with  an  air  of  doubt,  and  hastily 
pulling  down  nis  glove,  and  perceiving  that  his  hand  was  entire, 
exclaimed  with  an  air  of  incugnation,  that  she  was  no  longer  sur- 
prised at  the  precipitation  with  which  the  knight  had  formerly 
letumedhome: 

^  For  here  such  leeching  is  there  none ! 
There  is  no  leech,  in  all  this  land. 
Can  put  a  finger  to  a  hand ! 
The  finger  that  he  left  in  wed,* 
That  has  another  in  its  stead, 
Both  as  fair,  as  whole,  as  clean 
As  ever  it  was  or  yet  had  been ! 
Ye  should  not,  Sir,  in  a  strange  land, 
Mock,  nor  yet  be  over-bourdand  ;* 
But.  if  ye  will  with  bourdings  deal, 
Rignt  deanly  than  ye  should  them  veil — ^ 

and,  having  continued  for  some  time  in  the  same  strain,  threw 
down  his  present  of  jewels  with  contempt^  and  hastily  turned  from 
him  to  depart. 

During  the  early  part  of  this  conversation.  Sir  Graham  had  con- 
templated with  great  attention  and  pleasure  the  mild  and  benevo- 
lent features  of  the  beautiful  Lillias :  but  her  animation  gave  them 

la  'pawn.  *  Too  fond  of  raillery. 
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fludi  adiBtional  diAfms,  fhe  Uuh  of  indignation  in  her  diedb 
mof  80  becoming,  and  her  fine  e^es  kindled  into  snoh  <i— aiji^g 
brilfiano/,  that  before  the  oondasion  of  her  lecture  be  fewwdMww 
ttlf  most  serioualy  enamoured  of  the  fair  preadier.  To  part  vnA 
herthus  was  impoanble.  He  soizedher  hands,  detained  her  in  mpkbt 
'Of  her  stnisglofly  and  forced  her  to  hear  his  whde  story,  which  ha 
related  witn  perfect  veracity.  Lillias  wn  for  a  time  incrednkniB ; 
but  ffir  Qraham,  now  in  lo^w  for  the  first  time,  was  become  sa 
eloquent  and  pmuaave  that  she  could  not  disbefievv  him.  Of  his 
ajpproacfaine  oonffict  wit^  Sir  Qray-stoel  he  spehe  in  terms  <tf  la- 
tromd  oonfidenoe,  not  disparaging  the  prowess  of  hisadyeraaiy,  bat 
tinxsting  to  the  justioe  of  his  cause;  he  dwrit  mueh  on  ^be  aoeom- 
pUshments  and  merits  of  Sir  Eger,  on  his  brilliant  vidonr,  on  hii 
truth  and  o(mBtancy  to  his  mistresSy  on  his  steady  and  cordial 
friendship,  but  passed  over  as  a  tiling  of  course  his  own  disinte^ 
rested  generosity  in  devoting  iiis  own  life  for  the  gratificaticB  of 
his  friend.  Dhis  last  point,  however,  was  not  lost  upon  the  gentle 
LUfias.  who  began  to  survey  him,  if  not  with  love,  at  least  with 
very  smcere  admiration.  Their  quaorrel  was  now  ended,  and  it  was 
agreed  that,  instead  of  returning  to  the  city,  he  should  sup  in  the 
lady's  bower,  and  be  lodged  in  the  same  bed  which  had  been  for- 
merely  occupied  by  Sir  ]^(er. 

After  a  plcntiiul  ropast,  the  hdy  b^an  to  xekte,  in  her  tnm, 
the  historv  of  her  misfortunes.  She  had  once  a  brother  whom  she 
tenderly  loved;  an  admirer  for  whom  she  felt  a  no  less  ardent 
affection ;  and  both  had  foUen  beneath  the  sword  of  tiie  inhuman 
Gray-steel  She  could  not  pronounce  that  hated  name  without 
torrents  of  tears ;  Sir  Graham  could  not  behold  those  tears  without 
feeling  the  most  anxious  impatience  to  encounter  the  wicked  cham- 
pion who  caused  them  to  flow,  nor  without  the  secret  hope  of 
obtaining  b^  his  destruction  that  phioe  in  her  heart,  whidi,  by  her 
own  coniessiou,  was  now  unoccupi^  She  unconsciously  repeated, 
again  and  again,  the  same  story,  because  Sir  Graham  continued  to 
listen  with  unabated  attention,  and  because  she  reflected  with  in- 
creasing terror  on  the  fatal  prowess  of  Gray-sted,  and  thought  that 
she  could  not  insist  too  often  on  the  caution,  as  well  as  on  the 
determination,  with  which  it  was  necessary  to  encounter  that 
dreadful  antagonist.  The  night  rapidly  wore  away,  and  Sir  Gra- 
ham would  have  been  glad  to  pass  the  whole  of  it  m  conversation ; 
but  the  lady  at  length  dismissed  him  to  his  bed,  where  he  lay 
without  dosing  his  eyes,  his  imagination  being  employed,  some- 
times in  picturing  the  amiable  Lulias,  sometimes  in  representing 
his  adversary  urosthite  at  his  feet.  At  last  the  day  broke,  and  never 
had  he  wishea  so  anxioosly  for  its  arrival  1%e  dawn  was  usbeiwi 
in  by  the  songs  of  birds  from  the  neighbouring  arboun,  and  by 
the  still  more  wdcome  approach  of  his  lady  who,  attended  by  her 
two  maidens,  brought  a  long  train  of  baked  meats  and  spiced 
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wines,  of  which  he  wfts  ooxnpelled  bj  their  importunate  kindness 
to  swallow  a  reasonaUe  quantity. 
Sir  Graham  being  now  ready  to  depart,  the  lac^  exclaimed : 
"  Sfer  Graham !  ah,  knight  of  a^enture ! 

In  press'  think  on  your  paramour!' 

I  inll  not  bid  you  think  on  me; 

Think  on  your  love,  whereyer  she  be^ 

And  on  your  friends  that  are  at  hame, 

And  on  your  guesting  you  have  ta'en. 

And  here  your  supper  shall  be  digh% 

I  think  ye  shall  be  here  at  night. 

Think  not  Gray-steel,  albeit  he  wold, 

Shall  hinder  you  your  tiyst^  to  hold ! " 

He  said,  "  Laoy,  so  God  me  rede, 

An  if  ye  woulcQ  he  shall  not  speed! " 
Liliias  sent  a  page  to  aooompany  him  to  his  inn,  and^  with  tiie 
page,  a  large  bottle  of  her  best  and  strongest  wine,  whidi  he  was 
oraBxed  to  fasten  to  the  saddle-bows,  ^fiie  horse,  who  had  fed 
as  plantifiiUy  and  had  slept  more  soundly  than  his  master,  appeared 
impatient  for  action;  and  Sir  Graham,  vaulting  into  the  saddle, 
begui  his  mardi,  aeoompanied  by  the  apjdause  and  pity  of  nume- 
rous spectators. 

Women  weeped  sore  for  the  knu^ht, 

When  he  passed  out  of  their  sight ; 

ISiey  trowed  he  would  be  in  timt  stead, 

Where  many  men  had  left  their  head. 
Ere  it  was  mid-morn  of  the  day, 

He  came  where  that  the  place  did  lay 

Which  was  called  "  the  land  of  doubt ;" 

A  forest  lying  round  about 

In  Boman  stories  who  will  read,^ 

Two  miles  of  length,  and  two  of  brede.' 

He  saw  no  thing  into  that  stead. 

But  great  felon  dun  deer  and  red. 

He  saw  beside  him,  on  a  height, 

A  hir  castel,  with  towers  wight. 

A  deep  river,  long  and  brade : 

Was  never  one  that  over  it  rads^ 

(That  had  not  Sir  Gray-steel  his  leave) 

That  came  again  without  repreave.' 

Sir  Graham  he  looked  not  to  that, 

But  sought  a  ford,  and  that  he  gat 

2  Cvowd.  *  Love.  >  Place  of  appointment. 

4  EOU  again  em  in  coojectnring  a  reference  is  here  intended*  to  the 
Gesta  Romanoram.    It,  of  cootm,  refers  to  the  romance  $tori€B, 
«  Breadth.  *  Beproof,  here  used  for  defeat. 
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When  he  was  on  the  other  side, 

Then  £eut  and  hulie*  could  he  ride. 

He  rode  the  two-part  of  the  land, 

And  nothing  found  he  there  stirrand. 

He  lighted  on  his  foot,  and  stood. 

To  ease  his  horse,  and  do  him  good. 

His  spear  he  sticked,  it  was  so  lang; 

His  shield  upon  his  saddle  hang ; 

Syne,  drank  of  wine,  and  made  good  cheer ; 

Then  thought  upon  nis  lady  dear; 

And  then,  no  longer  would  he  bide, 

But  near  the  casUe  can  he  ride,  &c. 

Sir  Gray-steel,  informed  by  his  spies  that  an  adventurous  knight 
awaited  Mm  in  the  forest,  at  length  issued  from  his  castle,  dad  m 
his  red  armour,  and  mounted  on  his  powerful  bay  horse,  whose 
footsteps  shook  the  ground  to  a  considerable  distance.  Sir  Qnr 
ham,  who  had  been  long  lost  in  thought,  started  from  his  reverie, 
recognized  the  hateful  enemy  of  his  friend  and  of  his  mistresB, 
defied  him  to  mortal  combat,  and,  firmly  grasping  his  lauoe,  lode 
at  fiill  speed  to  the  encounter.  -So  true  was  nis  eye,  and  so  wd9 
had  he  oirected  the  weapon,  that  the  hitherto  invincible  Gray-sted 
was  thrown  to  a  distance  on  the  field.  He  rose,  however,  unhurt, 
andj  drawing  his  sword,  ran  furiously  to  meet  Sir  Graham,  who 
havmg  sprung  from  his  horse  advanced  towards  him,  anxious  to 
terminate  as  quickly  as  possible  a  conflict  on  which  his  life  was 
staked.  But  tnough  eager  he  was  not  precipitate :  he  husbanded 
his  strength,  and  waited  till  he  was  sure  of  his  aim ;  when  £&- 
charging  a  dreadful  blow  on  the  helmet  of  his  antagonist,  he  drove 
the  meUl  into  the  skull,  and  inflicted  a  dreadfiu  wound.  But 
Gray-steel,  long  inured  to  combats,  and  losing  all  sense  of  pain  in 
the  desire  of  revenge,  struck  at  the  same  instant  the  shoulder  of 
Sir  Graham,  and  with  such  power  that  he  dropped  on  one  knee^ 
and  scarcely  recovered  with  his  left  hand  the  sword  which  was 
slipping  from  his  right.  The  victory,  therefore,  was  still  unde- 
ciaed;  and  the  two  champions  at  first  appeared  to  be  equalXf 
enfeebled ;  but  in  a  short  time  the  anguisn  of  Sir  Gray-sled's 
wound  became  almost  intolerable ;  his  brain  became  giddy,  hit 
stomach  sickened,  and  his  sight  grew  confused ;  while  Sir  Graham, 
whose  arm  had  been  benumbed  and  rendered  senseless  by  the  fint 
shock,  gradually  recovered  his  vigour.  Aware  of  this  Mlvantage 
from  the  ill-directed  blows  of  his  adversary,  he  called  ou  him  to 
yield  himself  and  sue  for  mercy;  but  the  indignant  Gray-steel 
replied  by  a  fierce  and  haughty  defiance,  and,  raising  his  sword 
with  both  hands,  dealt  such  a  blow  on  the  head  of  Sir  Grahan 
that  the  blood  burst  from  his  nose,  and  he  staggered  a  few  paces 

'  Slowly. 
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backward :  he,  however,  soon  recovered  himself,  and  discharginff 
A  tMM)kHBtroke  on  the  throat  of  his  enemy,  nearly  severed  the  head 
from  the  body. 

Gray-steel  into  his  death  thus  thraws;* 

He  waiters,'  and  the  grass  up-draws ; 

His  arms  about  him  could  he  cast. 

He  pulled  herbes  and  roots  &st. 

A  little  while  then  lay  he  still, 

(Friends  that  him  saw  liked  full  ill) 

And  bled  into  his  armotur  bright. 

While  Sir  Gray-steel  was  expiring  in  convulsions,  the  victor 
repaired  to  his  horse,  and,  taking  the  bottle  from  his  saddle-bow, 
swallowed  a  copious  draught  of  wine,  the  gift  of  the  provident 
Lillias.  He  then  hastily  returned  to  his  slaughtered  enemy;  cut 
off  the  right  hand,  which  he  placed  in  its  mailed  gauntlet;  put 
on  his  own  head  the  golden  helmet  of  Sir  Gray-steel ;  and,  havmg 
adjusted  the  two  shields  on  the  saddle  of  his  own  horse,  whom  he 
led  in  his  right  hand,  mounted  the  bay  charger,  and  hastened  from 
the  field  of  battle,  lest  he  should  be  molested  in  his  retreat  by  a 
saUy  of  Sir  Gray-steePs  adherents  from  the  neighbouring  castle. 

Though  he  rode  as  &st  as  he  could,  it  was  night  before  he 
reached  his  inn  in  the  city,  from  whence  he  departed  in  the 
morning.  He  was  immediatelv  attended  by  crowds  of  inha- 
bitants, who  pressed  forward  to  behold  the  wonderful  kniffht  who 
.  had  acnieved  the  adventure  of  "the  Uvnd  ofdoubt^^  and  brought 
off  the  spoils  of  the  terrible  Gray-steel.  The  golden  helmet,  on 
which  no  former  champion  had  been  able  to  maEe  any  impression, 
passed  from  hand  to  hand ;  the  great  bay  steed  with  his  golden 
saddle,  and  the  shields  with  the  bearings  of  the  two  knights,  were 
anxiously  examined ;  but  curiosity  was  ]^artioularly  busy  with 
the  features  of  Sir  Graham,  while  he  was  impatient  to  withdraw 
himseLf  as  soon  as  possible  from  the  public  eye,  lest  some  unto- 
ward accident  should  lead  to  a  discovery  of  his  secret,  and  deprive 
his  friend  of  the  honour  of  the  adventure.  He  called  his  nost, 
and  said,  ''Though  not  dangerously  hurt,  I  am  wounded,  and 
much  fatigued,  so  as  to  stand  in  need  of  a  good  leech.  B^des, 
though  Sir  Gray-steel  is  dead,  his  friends  may  seek  to  rf  venge 
him,  and,  if  they  learn  that  I  am  lodged  in  this  open  town,  may 
accomplish  their  purpose.  I  would  £un  repair  to  the  castle,  or  to 
the  bower  of  lillias,  whose  skill  is  so  well  known  to  me;  and 
request  you  to  conduct  me  thither,  and  to  take  with  you  the 
helmet  and  the  glove,  which  I  have  engaged  to  lay  at  her  feet  as 
a  proof  of  my  success.*^  The  host  obeyeo,  and  conducted  him  to 
the  bower. 

When  they  arrived,  they  found  the  gate  dosed.    Within,  a 

'  Toms ;  throwi.  '  Tenet,  welters,  tambles,  Sib.  Glos. 
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teUe  was  ronqMurad,  at  nhioh  mt  ihe« 
jpanied  by  her  damsels,    fihe  foriaiiae  sunraje 
dainties,  and  then  exdumed, 

'^  He  that  sapper  for  is^diglit 
He  lies  full  cold,  I  trow,  this  night ! 
Teateeen^  to  timber  I  him  led; 
This  night  Gray-steel 'has  made  his  bed !  *' 

After  these  and  similar  reflections  she  relapsed  into  her  mdaii- 
choly  reverie,  Which  was  interrupted  by  the  Yoice  of  the  borgoag, 
who  solicited  admittance.  One  of  the  maidens  replied,  ihal  at 
-audi  an  undue  hour  he  -eould  only  gain  aooess  to  her  mlaiicas  bj 
ffoinff  round  through  tiie  castle,  wttie  the  key  was  always  lo^^sA; 
£uthe  insiated,  declaring  himself  the  smesaeiiger  'of  tibe  -«iicB- 
tturous  knight -who  had  1^  them  in  tiie  moniiiig.  and  ansnoMg 
their  questions  in  suidi  a  manner  -as  to  iprove  ike  tmih  iif  fte 
.assertion.  liUiaa  now  intoEfeorad,  obaerviiig  tiiat  4lie  rqjoioBd  jd 
the  knight's  jetnmy  and -would  >ha?e  'been  lu^py  to  -reoeive  him 
with  every  aitentioii ;  but  that,  sinaefae  -prdfemd  Ms  inn  mlbe 
town,  she  did  not  wish  -for  any  cmmnwnination  with  his  mesBeqgor. 
Sir  Graham,  ashamed  of  having  so  fur  drifted  <with  her  Iriiidami, 
exGBfled  hbnself  by  dedanng  that-the.darkneasof  the  ni^ittfiiad 
compelled  'him  to  .take.a  guide ;  but  .that  he  had  not  lost  aimisaiiil 
in  the  town^  having  tmmediately  haatenad  to  ihank  her  Jhr  tor 
hospitali)^,  and  once -moie^  implore  heraasiatenoe. 

At  the  flound  of  his  voioe  all  obateides  vanished,  Hie  daon 
iflew  open,  and  even  Hie  bumw  waa  oveipowered  with  •caaaaaBs; 
while  the  knight-waa<assEu]aa  byia  rapid  suooaasion  of  ouailnBa, 
which  he  answered  as  shortl^as  ihe  ooold,  assuring  the  ladhr^at 
he  had  constantly  thought  on  her  during  the  oamnit,  and  dM  ia 
her  image  he  had  .been,  under  the'blassing  of  Providence^  indtfilpd 
for  his  viotoiy.  IdUias,  .dnidiig  the  afcaf  of  his  miide^  eonld  i 
thank  him  by  a  look  of  love  and  graabitufle';  but^  having -<" 

ihe  burj^ess,  repeated  all  her  qi»rtioiis  &r*the  pnxpoae  ol    ^ 

a  repedation  of  the  same  an8Wfir,!and  voaa  'prepaiing  to  makse  a 
flimiliar  avowal  of  her  tenderness,  ^when  the  nloody  lumd  iif<3ngF- 
steel  inclosed  in  its  mailed  ganntkt^met  her  efee,  and^rawrifeaniiig 
the  feaoUsction  of  iier  former  miafortanss,  .drew  from  heria.^aai 
of  .iean.  She  now  reproaohed  herself  with  forgetting,  for  a  vm- 
ment,  that  the  formidable  Qxayflteel  could  not  have  SBmi  * 
•unrevenged ;  that  his  aword,  vniidi  jiemr  descended  an  wm 
'not  have  suddenly  lost  its  edge;  .and ^lat  iter  lover  in  all'padba- 
bility  was  severely,  perht^  dangwoualy,  wounded.  fihe4ea]M  Aar 
{damsels  .to  aasiat  in  unlacing  .the  knight's  armour,  evaminfld  4kt 
grievous  hurt  on  Ms  shoulder,  shuddered  at  the  sight,  and  wiifik  a 
trembling  hand  b^;an  to  apply  ihe  neoeasafy  remMiSB ; 
*  Yestcrday^evening. 
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svQwed,  mtii  perfect  sxmpiiaitf  of  heart,  her  unbcfanded  adndni- 
tion  of  the  virtues  and  anectdon  for  the  person  of  her  patieirt. 
^  Might  I,**  said  she,  '^  impart  to  my  father,  on  whose  secrecy  you 
may  oonndently  rely,  the  histoiy  of  what  you  hs¥e  done,  he 
would  'be  rea«iy,  I  am  sure,  to  orecward,  even  with  the  present  of 
an  his  lands,  the  conqueror  of  the  ferocious  Gbay-^steel  r  "I  ask 
nothing,  fidr  lillias,  but  your  hand."  ^  And  that  shall  be  yours,*' 
replied  she,  *^<when  you  think  >fit  to  claim  it.  I  will  now  leave 
you  to  my  damsels,  who  will  serve  you  with  spice  and  wine,  and 
will  return  with  my  father  as  soon  as  you  waU  have  resumed 
your  armour  and  be  ready  to  receive  him." 

The  earl  was  still  in  the  halL  Supper  being  ended,  the  min- 
strek  had  begun  their  music,  to  which,  however,  he  paid  no 
attention,  his  mind  being  painfully  occupied  by  the  recollection  of 
his  midbrtunes,  and  by  incoherent  proieots  of  vengeance  against 
the  cruel  Gray-steel.  He  paced  silenthr  backwards  and  forwards 
in  the  hall,  his  knights  respoctfully  forbeamng  to  intrude  on  his 
reverie,  when  Lillias  suddenly  entered  with  an  air  of  giddy  gaiety, 
and,  having  inquired  into  tne  cause  of  his  melancholy,  promised 
him  immediate  consdation,  and  proceeded  to  relate  the  whole 
story  of  Sir  Eger,  of  his  defeat,  of  the.  relief  which  ^e  had 
afforded  him,  of  the  subsequentadveDtuEe  :of  his  brother  in  arms, 
and  of  the  destruction  of  GEay-^steel,  whose  helmet  and  shield 
together  with  his  bloody  hand,  were  then  in  her  bower.  ''And 
where,"  exclaimed  the  eaxl,  "is  the  astoniahi^g  youth  who  has 
destroyed  the  ferocious  monater?"  ''fie  also,"  replied  lollias,  ''is 
in  my  bower,  but  means  to  depart  at  day-ibreak.  Will  my  ferther 
condescend  to  visit  him?"  The  earl  instaaitly  seized  the  hand  of 
the  countess,  and,  followiiq^  fais  daughter,  advanced  towards  the 
knight,  who  nduted  him  most  respectfully;  aifter  which  he 
drooped  on  his  knees,  returned  thanks  to  Goc^  aond,  addressing  Sir 
€hAiunn,  exclaimed, 

"  On  you  be  warship  and  honoar ! 

Of  fortune  you  have  won  the  Amety 

So  doughtily  as  ye  have  ^sailed, 

And  tluit  many  thereof  have  feikd. 

Therefore,  to  Qod  a  pSt  I  give 

Sverlasting,  that,  while  I  me^ 

It  shall  be  yours  all  that  is  mme  !^ 

The  lady  made  the  knisht  a  sign: 

The  kniffht  kneeled  fiifl  oourteouslv, 

And  said,  "Then,  lord,  this  young  huly, 

I  will  now  ask  her  for  my  wage, 

And  harre  her  into  marriage.** 
The  earl  and  countess  readily  gave  their  consent.    It  was  BgpBeed 
that  Sir  Graham  should  receive  her  hand  as  soon  as  he  e£ould 
have  accomplished,  his  adventure;  and  during  seven  days,  which 
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were  employed  in  completing  the  cure  of  his  wound,  the  helinet 
and  shield  of  Graj-steel  were  publicly  exhibited  at  court,  and  it 
was  announced  that  the  hand  of  LiUias  was  destined  to  the  un- 
known knight  who  had  revenged  the  death  of  her  brother. 

On  the  eighth  day  Sir  Qraham  departed  before  the  dawn,  and, 
travelling  with  all  possible  expedition,  reached  the  foot  of  the 
mountains  before  night,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  obtain  aa 
excellent  lodging  in  a  small  town,  in  the  house  of  a  burgess  wh<M]i 
he  overtook  on  the  road.  Here  he  was  informed  by  a  very  loqua- 
cious hostess,  that  he  was  still  in  the  land  of  Gallias  (Galloway?), 
and  that  the  whole  country  between  the  mountains  and  the  sea 
was  dependent  on  the  father  of  LiUias ;  so  that  his  sleep,  it  may 
be  presumed,  was  rendered  much  sweeter  by  the  image  of  his 
amiable  mistress.  He  then  was  guided  by  his  host  to  the  edge  of 
the  moorlands,  and  received  from  him  a  supply  of  provisions  for 
the  next  four  days ;  during  which,  guiding  himseli  by  means  of 
his  old  land-marks,  he  travelled  over  a  desert  country,  seeking 
nothing  but 

great  mountains  on  his  right  hand. 

Both  does  and  roes  dun  and  red. 

And  harts,  ay  casting  up  their  head, 

Bucks  that'  brays,  and  harts  that  haoles,^ 

And  hinds  running  into  the  fields ; 

And  he  saw  neither  rich  nor  poor. 

But  moss,  and  ling,  and  bare  wild  moor. 

So  it  was,  that  four  days  and  mare, 

Ere  he  could  win  to  Sir  Eger, 

Who  lived  into  great  distress, 

'Biding  at  home  in  langsameness.* 

Them  came  he  home  within  the  night. 

And  no  man  got  of  him  a  sight. 
The  jo^  of  Sir  Effer  at  the  return  of  his  friend  was  extreme,  and 
the  remainder  of  tne  niffht  was  almost  wholly  spent  in  the  recital 
of  his  adventures  in  the  ^land  of  doubt,*'  and  in  tne  principal  castle 
of  GaUias.  At  length,  however,  it  became  necessary  that  Sir 
Graham  should  retire  to  his  repose :  and  it  was  agreed  that  Sir 
Pallias  should,  at  the  dawn  of  day,  repair  to  court  to  notify  the 
return  of  the  supposed  Sir  Eger,  and  that  the  knight  himself 
should  speedily  follow,  arrayed  in  his  armour,  and  bearing  with 
him  the  trophies  of  his  victory.  A  return  so  triumphant  wis 
likely  to  captivate  once  more  the  vain  mind  of  Winliane ;  but  her 
lover  was  strictly  enjoined  to  treat  her  with  the  same  scorn  which 
she  had  manifested  towards  him  during  his  misfortunes ;  aud  ss 
ezpericnco  had  now  taught  him  the  necessity  of  such  conduct,  he 
performed  his  part  with  sufficient  asperity,  rejected  the  kiss  whick 
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she  offered,  and  loudly  assured  her  before  the  whole  court,  that  a 
heart  so  vain  and  versatile  as  hers  was  not  worth  his  acceptance. 

Winliane,  equally  disconcerted  and  astonished  by  this  reception, 
hastened  with  her  complaints  to  Sir  Graham.  ^'My  lord.  Sir 
£^r,"  said  she,  ^4s  grievously  offended  with  me,  but  without 
cause.  If  I  have  erred,  it  was  through  a  natural  and  excusable 
mistake ;  for  how  could  I  suspect,  when  he  returned  discomfited 
from  the  former  battle,  that  he  was  capable  of  the  brilliant  enter- 
prise which  he  has  now  achieved  V*  Sir  Graham  far  from  consol- 
ing her,  answered  with  an  air  of  compassion,  that  his  friend 
appeared  to  have  transferred  his  whole  affection  to  the  lady  whom 
he  had  met  during  his  first  adventure,  and  who,  having  greatly 
assisted  him  in  this  last  journey,  had  strong  claims  on  his  love  and 
gratitude.  Sir  Eger  entered  the  room,  and  by  his  careless  and 
even  sarcastic  manner  confirmed  her  belief  in  Sir  Graham's  pre- 
tended suspicions ;  and  the  lady,  completely  humbled,  retired  to 
her  chamber  accompanied  by  Sir  Pallias,  who  vainly  attempted  to 
.intercede  with  Sir  Eger  in  her  favour,  and  who  firmly  believed 
that  she  could  not  long  survive,  under  the  torment  of  the  conflict- 
ing passions  by  which  she  was  agitated. 

Sir  Graham,  however,  had  no  intention  of  delaying  the  negotia- 
tion, but  only  meant  to  effect  it  in  his  own  way;  and  directed  Sir 
Eger  to  go  and  amuse  himself  during  some  hours  in  the  forest, 
promising  him  at  his  return  the  hand  of  his  mistress,  together 
with  complete  and  public  satisfaction  for  the  afifronts  which  ne  had 
received  from  her.  He  then  repaired  to  Winliane,  and,  after 
alarming  her  by  the  assurance  that  his  friend's  short  expedition 
into  the  forest  was  only  preparatory  to  his  final  departure,  which 
would  probably  take  place  in  a  few  days,  observed  that  she  mi^ht 
possibly  turn  this  incident  to  her  advantage.  ''Sir  Eger,"  said  he, 
^'once  loved  you  most  entirely,  and  I  suspect  that  some  remains 
of  that  passion  still  lurk  within  his  breast,  though  suppressed  by 
pride  and  indignation.  The  insult  which  you  offered  him  was  as 
public  as  it  was  cruel  and  unprovoked ;  let  your  contrition  be 
equally  notorious.  Assemble  all  the  ladies  of  the  city ;  put  your- 
self at  their  head ;  meet  him  in  solemn  procession ;  &11  on  your 
knees  before  him,  and  entreat  his  forgiveness.  Be  assured  that,  if 
your  foolish  pride  do  not  again  interfere,  Sir  Eger  will  be  your 
own."  Winliane,  who  had  lost  all  hopes  of  attaining  the  great 
object  of  her  life  by  marrying. a  hero,  eagerly  accepted  the  condi- 
tions, and  executed  them  most  scrupulously.  The  wedding  was 
concluded  in  the  course  of  the  day,  and  was  followed,  as  usual,  by 
a  series  of  festivities  which  lasted  during  a  fortnight. 

Sir  Graham,  having  thus  secured  the  happiness  of  his  friend, 
became  anxious  to  fulfil  his  own  engagements  with  the  amiable 
LiUias.  But  it  was  impossible  that  he  should  depart  unobserved, 
and  it  was  difficult  to  invent  a  plausible  reason  for  quitting  his 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


566  EAJtLY   BNOUSH   MJBTAICAJQ   BOMAJfCSB. 

'^  brother  in  armfl*'  at  Bach  a  momeiife,  without  i  _ 

in  the  mind  of  Winliane.  But  the  knight  had  foraBeen  tlie  diffi- 
cultiea,  and  his  imFentive  geniuB  had  deviaed  a  stratagem  by  wfakh 
they  were  effectually  removed 

^  ijger  was  directed  to  inform  his  bride,  in  seeming  oon- 
fidenoe,  that,  during  hia  last  expedition  against  &dr  Gray^^teel,  he 
had  bound  himself  by  a  ¥ow  to  return  into  that  oountry,  or  ta 
find  some  good  knight  as  his  substitute^  for  thapurpoee  of  aoooni^ 
pljf  hing  an  adventure  of  great  importanoe  to  the  heiren  of  Galliaa 
Winhane,  thepefor&  suspecting  that  this  lady  was  the  rival  to 
whom  Sir  Graham  nad  often  alluded,  was  very  anxious  to  diveci 
her  husband  from  the  project  of  making  this  dangerous  visiL  and 
earnestly  entreated  him  to  entrust  the  adventure  to  Sir  Pailiaa; 
but  Sir  Eger  having  observed  that  his  brother^  though.  saf^maaAf 
brave,  was  too  fond  of  pleasure,  and  particulaidy  too  much  addietrf. 
to  wine,  for  such  an  important  commission^  and  that  Sir  Graham 
alone  could  be  trusted  as-  his  substitute,  she  resolved  to  persaaide 
Sir  Graham,  if  possible,  to  accept  it.  She  offisred  him  any  portioa 
of  her  father's  treasures  which  he  might  think  necessary  for  the 
journey,  together  with  as  nuiny  attendants  as  he  might  veqaise; 
and,  when  edie  saw  him  depart  at  the  head  of  a.^endid  rodmie, 
rejoiced  not  a  little  at  the  success  o£  her  negotiation. 

Sir  Graham,  after  a  prosperouB  journey,  arrived  at  the  citf  of 
tikurrace,  the  residence  ci  hi»  amiable  mistress ;  and^.  hsmng  loft 
Sir  Hugh,  his  attendant  knight,  together  with  his  fifty  sqoicee^  at 
the  inn  which  he  had  formerly  occupied,  proceeded  witii  his  Ikoit 
to  the  bower  of  Lillia&  On  the  following  morning  he  marohadat 
the  head  of  his  company  to  hear  mass^  and  to  pay  his  conrt  with 
becoming  deference  to-  the  earl  and  countess,  wno  received  him 
with  sincere  satisfaction,  and  at  the  expiration  of  a  few  da|% 
which  were  employed  in  making  pieparationB  for  the  nnptiaJa^ 
bestowed  on  hun  the  hand  of  tneir  lovely  and  aooompliahed 
daughter.  The  wedding  was  followed,  as  usual  hy  magnifioftnt 
tournaments,  and  the  rejoicings  throi^shout  the  eaid's  dominions 
were  univerEod  and  sincere ;  hie  subjects  anticipating  the  prospect 
of  many  years  of  glory  and  securil^  under  the  protection  of  the 
inyincible  Sir  Graham. 

Nothing  was  now  rec^uiaite  to  gratify  every  msHi  of  his  heart, 
but  the  company  of  his  Mend  Sir  Bger,  who,  on  receiving  the 
first  intimation  of  his  desire,  collected  a  c<»npany  of  a  hundred 
squires  and  knights,  departed  with  his  beloved  Winliane  for  CSar- 
race,  and  was  welcomed  by  a  series  of  festivities  more  magnificMit 
than  the  country  of  GaUias  had  ever  before  witnessed.  Here 
therefore  it  should  seem  that  the  author  would  have  done  well  to 
terminate  Ms  recital ;  but  he  had  judged  otherwise^  and  we  must 
endeavour  to  follow  him  to  the  conclusion. 

The  scene  of  jo;  which  feUowed  the  meetiuir  of  the  two  fiiendt 
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suddenly  interrupted  by  the  illness  of  Sir  Graham:  and  so 
r^id  was  the  progress  of  the  disease,  that  a  few  days  conducted 
him  to  his  grave.  The  tender  and.aneotionate  Lillias,  exhausted 
by  the  fatigue  of  incessant  watching,  and  stunned  by  the  weight 
of  this  irremediable  calamity:  beheld  the  preparations  for  his 
ftneral  in  silent  angnish,  ana  seemed  neany  as  lifeless  as  the 
oorpee  which  was  deposited  in  the  p&ye ;  but  the  impetuous  Sir 
JSgh,  yielding  to  the  violence  of  his  grief,  threw  himself  on  the 
bwly  with  loud  exclamations,  and  then  proceeded  to  justify  die 
ezoeas  of  his  sorrow  by  relating  the  whole  extent  of  his  obligation» 
to  Ba  Graham,  ^e  real  conqueror  of  Gray-steel,  whose  generosity 
was  still  more  unexampled  than  his  valour.  Nothing  could  exceed 
the  astonishment  and  mdignation  of  Winliane  at  this  unexpected 
recital  £Sie  loudly  motested  that  she  could  not  forgive  herself 
1!^  having,  though  unlcDowingly,  shared  the  bed  of  a  b^ten  cham- 
pfton;  that  die  henceforth  abjuxed  his  company  for  ever;  that  she 
dumid  now  carry  her  shame  and  misery  to  a  religious  house,  and 
hoped  to  be  fined  by  a  speedy  death  from  the  hated  recollection  of 
her  husband.  This  wish  was  fhlfiUed ;  and  before  the  end  of  two 
jean  she  expired  in  a  convent  In  the  mean  time  Sir  £ger, 
seHRDely  conscious  of  her  absence,  but  inconsolable  for  the  loss  of 
his  Mend,  detennined  to  bear  arms  against  the  infidels.  He  re- 
paired to  Rome,  received  the  papal  absolution,  passed  over  to  the 
iriand' of  Rhodes,  soon  raised  himself  by  his  valour  to  the  com- 
numdof  the  Chnstian  army,  and  during  two  successive  campaups 
oMained  so  many  brilliant  victories,  that  all  Europe  resounded 
ivittk  the  fame  of  his  talents  and  success.  But  neither  wealth  nor 
fl^ory  could  compensate  for  the  death  of  his  friend.  He  resigned 
Sis  command,  and  letumed towards  liis  own  country;  but,  having 
heard  on  his  road  the  fiite  of  Wiuhane,.  repaired  to  the  capital  of 
Oaflias,  where  he  found  in  the  amiable  Lilbas  a  companion  in  his 
grief,  ^dio  was  aiwi^  ready  to  expatiate  on  the  merits  of  the 
aoonraplished  Sir  Graham.  By  degrees  the  two  mourners  be^^ 
to  finl  that  each  was  lees  miserable  when  the  other  was  present ; 
andas  one  only  means  oocunred  to  prevent  their  future  separation, 
and  to  preserve  the  rich  and  unprotected  widow  from  the  addresses 
of  impoitanate  suitors,  they  finally  agreed  to  unite  their  hands 
and  fortunes.  The  author  concludes  by  beseeching  ''Jesus, 
heaven's  king," 

To  srant  them  grace,  and  good  to  spend, 
Anctlove  aye,  while  their  mter  ena! 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


568 


SIR  DEGORR 


Tills  romance  u  of  high  antiquityi  bein^  preserved  in  the  Aachialeck 
MS.  It  is  also  contained  in  Bishop  Percy's  folio*.  The  fbUofriog 
abstract  is  made  from  a  transcript  of  the  black  letter  copy  in  Garrick's 
collection,  by  W.  Copland;  containing  996  lines.  The  title  in  the 
Auchinleck  MS.  is  more  properly  written  Sir  Degare^  i.  e..  Dq^are,  or 
L'egare ;  the  name  being  intended  to  ezprrss  (as  the  author  tells  as,  in 
line  230)  '*  a  thing  [or  person]  almost  lost." 


There  was  once  a  kin^  of  England,'  who  was  ezoesaiTelj  fond  of 
tournaments,  because  it  had  never  happened  to  him  to  be  over- 
thrown, and  he  was  amused  by  tumbling  his  adversaries  into  the 
dust.  His  love  of  this  recreation  was  only  equalled  by  his  affec- 
tion for  his  only  daughter,  a  young  lady  of  exquisite  b^ty ;  aud 
as  numberless  kings,  princes,  and  lords  were  induced  to  become 
her  suitors,  partly  on  account  of  her  charms  and  accomplishmente, 
and  partly  "  for  love  of  her  srcat  heritage,"  he  contrived  to  gra- 
tify both  his  tastes  at  once,  by  making  a  decree,  that  uo  man 
should  receive  the  hand  of  the  princess  until  he  had  justed  with 
the  king,  aud  caused  him  to  lose  his  stirrups.  In  a  short  time 
there  were  few  persons  of  distinction  in  Europe  who  had  not  been 
unhorsed  by  the  king  of  England ;  and  the  well-wishers  to  Uie 
£sdr  princess  began  to  apprehend  that  she  would  with  difficulty 
find  a  husband. 

The  king,  it  may  be  presumed,  never  heard  this  proguoetic,  and 
was  by  no  means  impatient  for  the  marriage  of  his  daughter.  Her 
company  consoled  him  for  the  want  of  her  mother,  who  had  lost 
her  life  in  bringing  her  into  the  world,  and  whom  he  regretted  so 
sincerely  that  he  never  could  be  induced  to  enter  upon  a  second 
marriage.  He  had  even  instituted  an  annual  &st  in  honour  <A 
her  memory;  and,  attended  by  his  daughter  and  by  his  wbde 
court,  repaired  to  the  distant  church  where  the  remains  of  his 
l)eloved  wife  were  interred,  and  spent  the  day  in  prayers  for  her 
soul,  and  in  acts  of  charity  to  the  poor. 

On  one  of  these  occasions  the  princess,  who,  with  her  attendants, 
formed  the  rear  of  the  procession,  suddenly  called  to  her  chamber- 
lain to  stop,  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  some  part  of  her  dress, 
which  had  been  disoi'dered  by  the  motion  of  her  horse.    The 

>  Another  copy  is  in  MS.  Cantab.  Ff.  ii.  38.  «  By  this  appellatioa 
the  anther  does  not  seem  to  mean  any  king  of  the  whole  island.  Hii 
heroes  do  not  cross  the  sea,  but  only  travel  a  long  way  to  the  westward. 
Perhaps  his  king  may  have  been  some  Sason  chieftain  in  Northumberland, 
and  his  heroes  either  Welsh  or  Gaelic. 
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delay  was  short;  but  they  were  travelling  throush  a  forest,  so 
that  they  had  soon  lost  sight  of  the  procession ;  and  inadvertently 
taking  a  wrong  road,  and  quickening  their  pace,  they  were  com- 
pletely bewildered  before  they  discovered  their  error.  There  was 
now  no  resource  but  to  stop  and  Hsten.  The  weather  was  in- 
tensely hot.  They  alighted,  and  laid  down  on  the  grass.  By 
d^rees  their  attention  slackened,  and  they  all  fell  asleep,  ex- 
cepting the  princess,  who,  delighted  by  the  sones  of  the  birds,  and 
attracted  by  the  beauty  of  the  wild  plants  by  wtiich  she  was  sur- 
rounded, wandered  from  flower  to  flower,  and,  insensibly  losing 
her  way  a  second  time,  found  herself  quite  alone  in  the  midst  of 
a  tracUess  solitude.  She  was  now  dreadfully  alarmed,  and  began 
to  apprehend  that  the  beasts  of  the  forest  would  shortly  seize  and 
devour  her,  when  she  beheld  a  stranger  knight  in  a  snlendid 
hunting-dress,  who  advancing  towards  her,  declared  that  ne  had 
long  been  in  love  with  her,  and  that,  finding  her  thus  in  his 
power,  he  was  determined  to  use  the  opportunity,  and  to  treat  her 
as  his  mistress.  Her  screams  and  resistance  were  equally  inef- 
fectual and  the  audacious  stranger,  having  accomplished  his  pur- 
pose, tnus  addressed  her: 

He  said, "  Madame,  gentil  and  free. 

With  child  I  wot  well  that  ye  be. 

Well  I  wot  it  shall  be  a  knave ; 

Therefore  my  swerde  he  shall  have. 

My  good  swerde  of  ameaunt  ;^ 

For  therewith  I  slew  a  geaunt. 

I  brake  the  point  in  his  heved, 

And  in  the  neld  I  it  leaved. 

Dame,  take  it  up ;  lo  it  is  here ; 

For  thou  speakest  not  with  me  this  many  a  year. 

And  yet,  peraventure,  time  may  come, 

That  I  may  speak  with  my  son. 

And  by  this  swerde  I  may  him  ken." 

He  kissed  his  love,  and  wente  then. 

The  princess,  stupified  with  terror  and  astonishment,  gazed  in 
silence  on  her  ravisner,  till  the  trees  concealed  him  from  her  sight : 
and  then,  picking  up  the  sword  which  had  cost  her  so  dear,  en- 
deavoured to  explore  the  way  to  her  companions,  and  fortunately 
found  them  still  immersed  in  a  deep  deep.  It  was  necessary,  in 
the  first  place,  to  compose  her  countenance,  and  to  conceal  under 
her  robe  the  fatal  sword ;  after  which  she  awakened  her  chamber- 
lain and  her  maidens,  ordered  them  to  mount,  and,  having  shortly 
encountered  some  of  the  messengers  whom  the  king  had  £spersed 
through  the  forest  in  search  of  her,  was  at  length  safely  conducted 

*  Probably  a  mistake  for  adamant f  but  the  Cambridge  manuscript  reads 
areaunt. 
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to.  the  ehftpel,.  and  &om  thenoe  aocompaiiied  by  her  futher  to  the 

pBletTfT. 

The  adyentmea  of  this  disastrous  day  were  so  obeciuel j  traoed 
ia  the  lady's  recollection,  that  when  abandoned  to  solitude  and 
silenoe,  she  almost  poisaaded  herself  that  the  whole  was  no  nunre 
than  a  fidghtful  dr^un.  But  the  sword  remained  in  her  possee- 
sbn,  an  unimpeachable  witness  to  the  truth*,  ^e  also  now  re- 
ooUeotod  that  the  knight  had  thrown  into  her  bosom  a  pair  of 
diowea,  assuring  her  at  the  same  time  that  they  were  Annhi^nfa^H 
She  put  them  on,  and  found  that  they  adapted  themselyes  to  the 
shape  of  her  hand  no  lees  accurately  than  the  skin  which  they 
covered;  nor  was  it  long  before  she  was  conyinced,  by  a  train  of 
symptoms  which  could  not  be  mistaken,  tiiat  her  ravisher  had 
fltncdy  adhered  to  truth  in  assuring  her  of  her  pr^nancy. 

To  esci^  detection,  without  the  assistance  of  an  aoconndioe, 
would  h&ye  been  impossible;  she  therefore  comnranicated  the 
fiMrftd  secret  to  one  of  her  damsels,  who  shordy  proyed  henelf 
worthy  of  the  confidence,  by  adopting  such  multiplied  precantions 
that  &e  princess  was  actually  aeliyered  of  a  son  without  haying 
excited  for  a  moment  the  smallest  d^;ree  of  suspicion.  The  child 
was  instantly  conyeyed  to  the  damsdi^s  apartment,  where  it  was 
richly  dressed  and  placed  in  a  cradle,  together  with  the  pair  of 
gloyes,  twenty  pounds  of  gold,  and  ton  pounds  of  silyer.  To  these 
means  of  secunng  for  her  ohild  a  &yourable  reception  the  careful 
mother  added  a  letter. 

She  knit  the  letter  with  a  tiiread 
About  his  neck,  a  full  good  speed. 
Then  was  in  the  letter  writ, 
(Whoso  it  founde  i^ould  it  witto) 
**  For  Christis  loye,  if  any  good  man 
This  woM  childe  finde  can. 
Do  him  be  christened  of  priestes  hand! 
And  to^elp  him  to  liye  m  land^ 
With'  this  silver  that  is  here, 
Till  he  may  armes  bear. 
And  helpe  him  with  his  owne  good, 
Forhe  is  come  of  gentil  blood." 
The  damsd  only  waited  for  the  hour  of  night,  when,  stealing 
from,  the  palace,  she  conveyed  the  duld  in  its  ciadle  to  the  door 
of  a  hennit's  cell  in  the  forest,  and  returned  in-  a  few  hours  to 
comfort  the  mother  by  the  assurance  of  its  safiety. 

They  were  aware  that  the  hermit,  being  accustomed  to  rise  fire- 
quentiy  in  the  night  to  his  prayers,  was  likely  to  hear  the  first 
cries  of  the  in&nt.  in  iBiCt,  he  dia  so:  and,  having  perused  the 
letter,  and  carefully  locked  np  the  gloves  suod  the  money,  chris- 
tened the  child  by  the  name  of  Degore,  and  conveyed  it  to  the 
house  of  his  sistor,  who  resided  in  a  neighbouring  town,  fat  the 
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puvpow  of  being  nurtoied.  H«re  the  boj  remained  ten  ye 
after  which  he  was  sent  back  to  the  hermitage ;  where  the  her 
'^  taught  him  of  Gierke's  lore"  during  ten  move  years,  and  then, 
having  revealed  to  him  the  secret. of  his  birth,  and  given  him  the 
g^ves  and  the  money  which  remained  after  defraying  the  ezpensea 
of  hiB  education^  dismissed  him  with  his  benediction^  and  advised 
him.  to  spare  no  pains  in  searching  for  his  &ther. 

The  youth  had  received  from  nature  an  athletic  fnme,  and  had 
acquired  strength  and  aotiviiy  by  ccmstant  exercise  and  exposure 
to  the  weather  during  his  rustic  education  in  the  forest  Qe  had 
beoi  well  instructed  by  the  hermit  in  his  religious  duties,  and 
even  in  the  laws  and  customs  of  courtesy ;  but  the  good  man  had 
been  unable  to  teach  him  the  exercises  of  chivalry,  from  the  want 
of  a  proper  suit  of  armour,  witii  which,  however,  he  advised  him 
to  provide  himself  at  the  first  convenient  opportunity.  In  the 
mefui  time  Degor^  was  anned  with,  a  ^nderous  and  knotty  club^ 
a  weapon  on  which  he  placed,  not  without  reason,  considerable 
reliance ;  and  he  had  searcely  advanced  a  da^s  march  through  the 
forest^  when  he  had  the.  good  fortune  to  discover  a  knight,  of  a 
noble  appearance,  engag^  in.  single  combat  with  a  huge  dragon. 

Then  was  there  a  dragon  great  andigtim, 

Full  of  fire,  and  also  v^nym, 

With  a  wide  throat  and  tushes  great, 

Upon  that  knight  fast  gan  he  beat : 

And  as  a  lion  then  was  his  feet, 

His  tan  was  long  and  full  unmeet. 

Between  his  head  and  his  tail 

Was  twenty-two  foot,  withouten  faiL 

Bis  body  was  like  a  wine-tun^ 

He  shone  full  bright  against  the  sun. 

His  eyen  were  bnght  as  any  glass. 

His  seales  were  hiurd  as  any  brass; 

And  thereto  he  was  necked  like  a  horse : 

He  bare  his  head  up  with  great  force. 

The  breath  of  his  mouth.  tmU^  did  out  blow, 

Ab  it  had  been,  a  fire  on  low.* 

He  was  to  look  on,  as- 1  you  tell, 

As  it  had.  been  a  devil  of  helL 
The  knight  had  defended  himself  for  seme  time  with  great 
iiiisepidity :  but  as  his  sword,  made  no  impression,  on  the  dragon's 
soileB^  he  was  compelled  to  implore  the  assistance  of  Degor^ ;  who, 
instantly  stepping  forward,  began  to  cudgel  the  monster  with  such 
ii^iditjr,  that,  though  the  seales  still  resSted,  they  were  unable  to 
preserve  him  from  a  number  of  very  disagreeable  bruises.  The 
vouth  indeed  was  much  annoyed  by  his  enemy's  long  tail,  which 
lashed  him  severely:  but  having  successively  uroken  the  animal^a 
'  A  small  hill  or  emimmoe 
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1^,  he  at  length  concluded  the  combat  by  dashing  out  bis 
brains;  and  then  attended  the  knight,  who  was  moreoyer  a 
powerful  and  wealthy  earl,  to  his  palace,  where,  in  addition  to  a 
sumptuous  entertainment,  he  received  the  order  of  a  considerable 
investiture,  t^ether  with  the  hand  of  the  earFs  only  daughter  in 
marriage.  "  Sir,'*  said  he,  "  let  me  see  your  fair  daughter,  and  all 
the  ladies  of  your  court.  If  she,  or  any  of  them,  can  put  on  a 
certain  pair  of  gloves,  which  I  carry  in  my  pocket,  I  will  accept 
your  offer ;  if  not,  I  must  take  my  leave.*'  The  experiment  was 
made  without  success ;  and  the  young  adventurer  departed,  after 
receiving,  as  the  reward  of  his  services,  the  order  of  knighthood, 
an  exceUent  war-horse,  a  complete  suit  of  armour,  a  page  to  attend 
him,  and  a  palfrey. 

Oontinuing  his  progress  through  the  forest,  he  at  length  met 
the  heralds  from  the  king  of  Engknd,  who,  it  seems,  had  still  con- 
tinued to  just  with  the  same  success,  and  whose  daughter  perhaps^ 
after  an  interval  of  twenty  years,  had  ceased  to  attoact  sadi 
a  crowd  of  suitors.  Sir  Degore  listened  with  great  interest  to  the 
recital  of  the  king's  long  succession  of  victories. 

And  thought, ''  He  was  a  doughty  man ! 

And  I  am  in  my  yonge  blood, 

And  I  have  horse  and  armour  good, 

And,  as  I  trowe,  a  feel  good  stc^ ; 

I  will  assay  if  I  may  speed ! 

An  I  may  beare  the  king  down, 

I  may  be  a  man  of  great  renown ; 

And  if  that  he  me  fell  can. 

There  knoweth  no  body  wnat  I  am. 

Death  or  life,  what  so  betide, 

I  will  once  against  him  ride ! " 
Having  formed  this  resolution,  he  rode  into  the  city,  and, 
having  taken  up  his  inn,  sent  his  page  to  the  king,  to  solicit  the 
honour  of  the  combat.    The  challenge  was  joyfully  accepted,  and 
the  next  day  appointed  for  the  encounter. 

On  the  knight's  appearance  in  the  list&  it  was  immediat^y 
admitted  by  the  king,  and  by  all  the  assembly,  that  the  prize  had 
never  yet  been  disputed  by  a  champion  of  so  much  promise. .  Sir 
Degore,  conscious  of  his  inexperience,  and  diffident  of  his  strength, 
but  persuaded  that  the  event  of  a  tournament  was  always  decraed 
by  the  particular  interposition  of  Heaven,  had  devoutly  attended 
mass,  and  humbly  offered  three  florins  to  the  three  persons  of  the 
trinity, — ^in  consequence  of  which  he  felt  confident  of  victory ; 
whilst  the  king,  long  accustomed  to  conquest,  and  presuming  on 
the  usual  effects  of  his  matchless  skill  and  vigour,  no  less  confi- 
dently anticipated  an  easy  triumph.  Sir  Degore  received  on  his 
shield  the  first  lance  of  his  assailant,  without  being  at  all  moved, 
though  his  own  lanoe  was  so  ill  directed  that  it  totally  failed  of 
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its  effect.  His  second  attempt  was  not  more  fortunate;  for  he 
again  missed  his  blow,  and  received  the  king's  weapon  against  his 
breast ;  his  horse  was  suddenly  stopped  in  ms  charge,  reared,  and 
-was  near  falling  backwards  on  his  nder.  At  the  third  career  he 
took  truer  aim ;  the  two  champions  met  at  full  speed,  and  their 
flpears  shivered  in  their  hands.  The  kin^  now  lost  his  temper, 
and  with  it  lost  all  his  advantage :  seizing  a  more  ponderous 
lance,  and  spurring  forward  with  blind  precipitation,  ne  missed 
Six  De^re  in  his  turn,  and  was  thrown,  together  with  his  horse, 
some  distance  on  the  ground. 

The  numerous  sp^H^itors  were  much  astonished,  and  the 
princess  seriouslj  alarmed  by  this  unexpected  termination  of  the 
oombat;  but  the  king  himself,  true  to  the  word  which  he  hed 

Eledged  before  his  barons,  courteously  assured  Sir  Degor^,  whom 
e  accosted  by  the  name  of  "  fair  son,"  that,  if  his  birth  and 
education  corresponded  with  his  prowess,  he  should  be  happy  in 
bestowing  on  sucn  a  man  the  hand  of  his  daughter,  together  with 
the  right  of  succession  to  all  his  dominions.  He  then,  with  the 
.  same  frankness,  proceeded  to  the  execution  of  his  promise,  and 
led  the  parties  from  the  place  of  oombat  to  the  cathedral,  where 
the  knight  was  solemnly  married  to  his  own  mother.  A  magni- 
ficent £uiquet  was  prepared  in  the  great  hall,  where  the  guests 
were  as  noble,  and  the  minstrels  as  numerous  and  noisy,  as  usual ; 
and  at  the  dose  of  this  day  of  fatigue  and  festivity,  the  monarch, 
having  accompanied  the  married  couple  to  the  bridal  apartment, 
was  preparing  to  leave  them,  when  Sir  Degor^  uttered  an  exclama- 
tion of  grief  and  horror. 

And  said  anon,  with  heavy  cheer, 
"  Me  had  liever  than  all  my  kingdom  dear, 
That  now  is  seized  into  my  hand, 
That  I  were  faire  out  of  this  land ! '' 

As  such  a  speech,  on  such  an  occasion^  was  rather  enigmatical, 
and  by  no  means  flattering,  the  king  naturally  inquired  whether 
there  was  any  circumstance  at  which  he  had  taken  offence ;  and 
the  youth  answered,  that  he  had  made  a  vow  not  to  marry  any 
woman  who  could  not  put  on  a  certain  pair  of  gloves,  which  he 
usually  carried  about  him.  Now  the  laws  of  chivalry  peremptorily 
requiml  the  accomplishment  of  a  vow,  though  it  should  not  he 
very  consonant  to  common  sense ;  and  as  it  was  natural  that  the 
young  knight,  at  the  time  of  leaving  his  inn,  should  have  been 
solely  occupied  about  fighting  his  adversary,  whose  hands  the 
loves  coula  not  possibly  fit,  and  should  have  therefore  neglected 
to  take  them  witn  him,  courtesy  required  that  the  king  should 
patiently  expect  their  arrival.  He  did  so;  and  no  sooner  were 
they  produced,  than  the  princess,  having  drawn  them  on  with 
great  ease,  feU  down,  and  began  to  cry, 
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And  said, ''LoxdOod!  ladcmeroj! 
I  am  thj  mother  that  did  thee  bear, 
And  thou  art  mine  own  son  deari** 
This  time! J  and  important  disooYory  gwe  infinite  de£(|^io  ike 
mother  and  to  the  son,  but  created  no  smafll  ^astomshmeot  in  tie 
old  king;  who,  however,  on  bearing  all  the  cinnunstanoeBiif  tis 
case,  consoled  himself  for  the  untoward  accident  wMoh  W 
formerly  befiidlen  'his  ^ughter,  by  lefleoting  that  he  had  Urn 
become  the  grand&ther  of  the  -stoutost  Juater  in  Bonpe.  Ike 
marriage  was  dissolved  as  rapidly  as  it  had  been  ooBtEBolsd,aad 
much  more  to  the  satisfiustion  of  the  parties  aonoenied ;  after  whidi 
Sir  I>^ore,  having  received  from  the  princess  the  pdntkas  smri. 
determiiied  to  undertake  immediately  the  quest  of  his  'fitthsr,  mi 
depaorted  without  any  other  attenduit  tiian  his  sin^  pBge,«d 
with  no  knowledge  of  his  route,  except  that  it  was  neoessvyio 
travel  constantly  to  the  westward. 

By  ■pnxBatng  this  direction  he  soon  arrived  ia  a  vast  iaudt 
where  ne  hehdd,  during  the  day.  great  numbers  «f  wild  betfta^ 
and  became  very  solicitons,  on  tne  approadi  of  mg^to  finda 
better  covering  and  more  tranquillity  than  such  a  m  ' 
likely  to  afford  him.    At  length  he  descried,  an  a  ' 


eminence,  a  fair  castle,  and  ordered  his  page  to  xaqui^  kt 
oharity^s  sake,  a  lodging  during  the  night.  Ito  jnmnr  mu 
returned,  bat 

The  draw-bridge  was  up-drawne  tko, 

And  the  gate  stood  open  also. 

Upon  the  castel  they  gan  them -speed, 

And  first  he  stabled  up  his  steed, 

And  then  he  set  up  his  hackney: 

Enough  they  found  of  com  and  hi^. 

He  went.about  and  gan  to  oJl, 

Both  in  the  court  and  eke  in  hall : 

Neither  for  love,  nor  yet  for  awe, 

Living  man  none  there  thev  saw ! 

And  in  the  midst  of  the  hsOl  'floor 

^here  was  a  great  fire  in  that  hoar. 

!Dien  said  his  man, ''  Lieve  sne, 

I  have  wonder  who  made  this  ^an^V* 

— ^If  he  will  come  again  this  nighty 

I  wm  him  abide,  as  I  ama  km^fatt^** 

He  set  'him  down  w>on  the'desj^ 

And  made  him  welf  at^aae. 

HSien  was  he  ware  of  one 

!Phat  in  at  tiie  door^apgon: 

And  three  maidens,  fiisr  and  fine, 

That  were  tnused  «p  to  the  knes^ 
>  The  table  attiie  upper  end  oTthelMlL 
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Twain  of  ihem  bowes  did  bear, 
And  two  of  them  ohaxged  were 
With  venyRoun  that  was  full  good. 
Then  Sir  B^re  up  stood, 
And  blessed  them  anon^ht ; 
•But  thej  sjpake  not  to  the  knight, 
But  went  into  the  chamber  anon, 
And  shutte  the  door  full  soon. 
And  anon.itfter,  therewithal, 
There  came  a  dwarf  into  the  hall; 
Four  foot  was  the  length  of  him, 
His  visage  was  both  great  and  gtbn; 
And  the  hair  that  on  his  head  was. 
It  looked  as  yellow  doth  in  a  glass. 
With  milk-^white  lace  and  goc^y  blee,^ 
But  full  stoutly  then  looked  he. 
He  ware  a  surooat  that  was  green, 
With  blaunchemeer'^  it  was  furTecL  'I  -wBecu 
He  was  well  clad  and  well  done ; 
As  a  knights  was  crooked  his  dioen.' 
He  was  huge,  both  of  foot  and  lumd,^ 
As  any  man  was«in  that  land. 
SirD^r^  looked  on  him  the, 
And  to  him  xeTeience  did  do, 
And  he  to  him  would  speak  no 'word, 
But  made  him  ready  to  lay  'the  'borde : 
He  laid  the  doth,  and  set  jorth  bread, 
And  also  wine,  -both  white  aoid  tred. 
Torches  in  ihe  hall  he  did  li^t, 
All  tfaingiready  to  supper  he  di^t. 
And  soon  after,  with  great -honour, 
There  came  a  lady  out  of  4ier*bower,^ 
And  with  her  came  maideng  fifteen, 
Some  in  red,  and  some  in-^reen* 
Sir  Degor^  followed  anon^nght ; 
And  nought  she  spoke  unto  the  knjglit, 
But  yede  and-waobed  everyohone, 
And  to  supper  gan  thOT  ^one. 
The  lady  was'fiur  and  bright; 
In  the  midst  of  the  des  she  sat  'down  ri|^t ; 
On  erery  side  sat  maidens  five, 
Fair  ana  goodly,  as  any  was  alive. 
>  Countemmoe.  *  Black  and  white  ftir,  ikmeke  et  nere  (noire). 

*  Thete  shoesi  which  became  fesMonable  in  the  rdgn  of  Edward  II., 
•eem  to  point  out  the  date  of  the  original  romanoe. 

*  I  beUeve  that  these  phrana  mean  Aat  the  dwarf  was  "liberal  and 
coarteovs."  *  Chamber. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


576  EAULY   ENGLISH   METBICAL   BOXJLKCES. 

"  By  God !"  then  odd  Sir  Bi^r^, 
'^  I  have  you  blessed,  iind  you  not  me ! 
But  you  seem  dumb,  by  Saint  Johan ! 
I  shall  make  you  speak,  and  I  can." 
Haying  formed  this  resolution,  the  knight  took  his  seat  imme* 
diatcly  opposite  the  lady,  and  began  to  sunrey  her  with  great 
attention.  Hitherto  he  had  thouffht  little  about  women,  but  from 
this  moment  he  oould  think  of  little  else.  Though  sufficiently 
hungry,  he  had  not  leisure  to  eat,  being  fully  occupied  in  ^^zing 
on  the  most  beautiful  &oe  tiiAt  he  had  ever  seen,  and  he  gradual^ 
became  reconciled  to  the  general  silence,  because  it  gave  no  inters 
Tuption  to  this  amusement.  At  length,  however,  supper  ended, 
and  the  lady  and  her  damsels  having  washed  as  usual,  retired  to 
their  apartments.  "Truly,"  said  Sir  Degore,  "I  will  follow 
them,  and  look  on  that  lady  so  long  as  I  shall  think  fit ;  and  the 
man  who  shall  attempt  to  interrupt  my  pleasure  shall  suffer  for 
his  interference."  With  these  words  he  went  in  pursuit  of  his 
mistress,  who,  entering  her  chamber,  sat  down  on  the  bed,  and 
took  up  her  harp.  Sir  Degore  seated  himself  by  her,  and  listened 
to  the  sounds  of  the  harp,  which  he  thou|rfat  the  sweetest  and 
most  soothing  sounds  that  ne  had  ever  heard.  Their  bewitching 
effect  was  such,  that  in  a  few  minutes  he  £ell  fast  asleep ;  when 
the  lady,  having  ordered  her  attendants  to  cover  him  up  wans, 
retired  to  another  room,  and  left  him  to  his  slumbers. 

At  the  dawn  of  day  she  returned  into  his  chamber,  and  having 
wakened  him,  took  the  liberty  of  ridiculing  him  for  the  want  <^ 
gallantry  which  he  had  shown  by  sleeping  so  soundly.  The  knight 
excused  himself  as  well  as  he  could,  and  then  insisted  that  as  she 
had  recovered  during  the  night  the  use  of  her  tongue,  she  should 
now  explain  to  him  the  reasons  of  all  the  strange  appearances 
which  ho  had  witnessed  since  his  arrival  at  her  castle.  She  replied, 
that  if  she  had  before  abstiuned  from  speaking,  it  was  because  her 
calamities  were  such  as  it  was  scarcely  in  the  power  of  any  single 
knight  to  avert.  "  My  father,"  continued  she,  "  was  a  rich  baron ; 
and  being  his  heiress,  with  some  share  of  beauty,  I  was  addressed 
by  many  lovers,  one  of  whom  was  a  huse  and  ferocious  giant, 
whom,  on  account  of  his  most  excessive  u^iness,  it  wasimpoasibk 
to  love ;  but  he  has  determined  to  obtain  my  hand  by  force,  and 
has  already  extemdnated  all  my  male  vassals^  excepting  the  sorry 
dwarf  whom  you  have  already  seen."  At  these  words  she 
swooned:  but,  being  recovered  by  her  dama^  cast  on  Sir  Degore 
a  look  of  such  bewitchii^  tenderness,  that  in  a  transport  of  love 
he  vowed  to  become  her  knight,  and  to  defend  her  from .  ^ 
caresses  of  her  monstrous  admirer.  It  was  true  that  he  had  pie- 
yiously  vowed  to  find  his  fiither ;  but,  as  he  resolved  to  lose  as 
little  time  as  possible  in  killing  the  giant,  he  hoped  to  be  almost 
immediately  at  leisure  to  achieve  the  other  adventure ;  his  mia- 
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tress  haTing  readily  promised  to  bestow  on  him  her  hand  and  for- 
tune whenever  it  should  suit  his  convenience  to  claim  them. 

Yerj  fortunately  for  the  completion  of  the  knight's  projects, 
the  monster  made  his  appearance  below  the  castle  walls  at  the 
dose  of  this  conversation.  Sir  Degore  hastily  pat  on  his  armour, 
mounted  his  horse,  caused  the  drawbrid^  to  be  lowered,  and, 
having  crossed  it,  rode  at  full  sneed  to  meet  his  rival  But  as  this 
"vras  the  first  giant  whom  he  nad  ever  encountered,  he  had  not 
properly  estimated  the  advantage  which  the  monster  aerived  from 
fds  enormous  mass.  The  lances  of  both  champions  were  shivered ; 
but  the  horse  of  Sir  Degore  had  his  back  broken  by  the  shock, 
And  his  rider  came  to  the  ground.  The  giant  dismounted  to  con- 
tinue the  combat  on  foot ;  out  neither  the  thickness  of  his  helmet, 
nor  that  of  his  skull,  could  long  resist  the  edge  of  the  pNointless 
sword  urged  by  the  arm  of  Sir  Dej^ore,  who  was  fighting  in  sight 
of  his  mistress,  and  moreover  was  in  a  great  hurry  to  go  in  quest 
of  his  father.  The  ladv  had  soon  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the  giant's 
Tere  ugly  head  divided  from  his  awkward  shoulders,  and 

She  was  as  glad  of  that  sight 
As  ever  was  bird  of  day-light. 

A  tew  minutes  brought  her  into  the  arms  of  her  new  lover, 
whom  she  reconducted  m  triumph  to  the  castle ;  but  the  knight, 
being  now  freed  frt>m  all  uneasiness  on  her  account,  became  im- 
potient  to  fulfil  the  act  of  duty  which  he  had  undertaken,  and 
promising  to  return  at  the  ex{>iration  of  a  year,  recommended  her 
to  Heaven^  and  departed  on  ms  quest 

Continuing  to  travel  in  a  western  direction  through  the  forest, 
be  arrived,  ^  after  many  a  long  joumee,"  in  a  cultivated  country, 
and  soon  beheld  a  knight  in  complete  armour,  but  with  his  vizor 
dosed,  advancing  toward  him.    Ilis  shield  was  of  gold  and  azure ; 
Three  boars'  heads  were  therein, 
The  which  were  of  gold  fine, 
As  soon  as  ever  he  saw  that  knight, 
He  spake  to  him  anon-right. 
And  said,  "  Y  ilayne !  what  dost  thou  here 
In  my  forest,  to  slay  my  deerf* 
Sir  Degore  said,  with  wordes  meek, 
"  Sir,  of  thy  deer  I  take  no  kepe ; 
For  I  am  an  aventurous  knight. 
That  goeth  to  seek  war  and  fieht.'* 
The  unknown  kn^t  replied,^  that  he  had  been  so  lucky  as  to 
meet  with  his  match,  and  desinng  him  to  arm,  waited  in  silence 
for  the  encounter. 

All  being  ready,  they  exchanged  the  usual  defiance,  took  their 
ffroun<L  couched  their  lances,  and  rushed  together  witn  sudi  vio- 
lence toat  both  their  horses  were  killed  hj  &e  shock.    Thej  thea 

%  ¥ 
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di«w  ibeir  Bwords,  and  oontinued  the  oombftt  on  fiwt  with  sodi 
fury,  but  at  the  same  time  with  so  mudi  skill  and  addiess^  tbaL 
though  neither  was  able  to  wound  his  antagonist^  both  Ibund 
themselves  so  exhausted  as  to  be  very  anxious  for  a  moment's 
respite,  that  they  might  raise  their  viiors  and  take  breath.  The 
unknown  kni^t  spoke  first: 

^'  Abide  a  while,  thou  geniil  knight ! 

Where  was  thou  bom,  and  in  what  land  f 
"  Sir,"  he  said,  "^  in  England. 
A  king's  daughter  is  my  mother. 
But  I  wot  not  who  is  my  £ither. 
'<  What  is  thy  name  t"  then  said  he. 
"  Sir,  my  name  is  B^gor^." 
''Sir  I^r^ !  thou  art  weloome ! 
For  wdi  I  woi  thou  art  my  son. 
By  this  sword  I  know  thee  here; 
The  point  is  in  my  pantenere."* 
The  &ther  and  son,  equally  xeioioed  at  this  discovery,  imme- 
diately began  their  journey  towards  England ;  and  as  two  knights 
traveUing  together  oould  not  be  stopped  by  any  imaynable  ob- 
stacle, they  at  length  arrived  after  a  very  tedious  nde,  at  the 
palace  of  the  old  king,  who  was  i^oioed  to  see  iua  graadani 
t>eg0ir^,  and  still  more  reioioed  at  finding  that  he  was  the  aoo  of  a^ 
powerful  and   formidable   champion.     l%e  princess  wm  now 
married  to  her  unoeiemonioua  lover ;  and  after  their  nnptiaU  tfa» 
whole  narty  repaired  to  lihe  castle  in  the  forest,  whtte  8ur  Degortf 
was  solemnly  united  to  his  amiahle  mistvess. 


ROSWAL  AND  LILLIAN. 


Conoeraing  this  lonuaoe,  whidi,  it  is  nidr  oontiniied  to  enjoy,  till 
within  these  few  yean,  a  high  degree  of  popnhrity  in  Scotland,  I  have 
obtained  no  iafonnatioa;  and  have  only  aoea  a  angle  copy  of  It,  which 
was  kindly  communicated  to  me  by  Mr.  Douce.  Hub  is  printed,  bat 
without  date  or  printer's  name,  and  appears  to  have  issoed  from  aome 
provincial  press  about  eighty  or  ninety  years  ago.  It  is  in  the  Soottish 
dialect.  The  style  has,  perhaps,  been  modernised,  and  the  tale  aeems  to 
have  been  awkwardly  and  carelessly  abridged,  unless  we  so^poae  it  to  have 
heen  printed  from  a  mutilated  and  imperfiect  MS.  There  is,  I  think,  no 
Internal  evidence  to  justify  our  ascribing  Hs  origmal  to  an  eaiUer  pcsiod 
than  tiie  middle  of  the  sixteenth  eentwry. 

Trxbs  was  ooee  at  Naples  a  wcrtfy  king,  whose  name  the  anthor 
1 A  puna  or  pocket   HalMwea's  DiolM»aiy,  p.  $M 
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has  not  thought  it  neoeflsarj  to  mention,  but  idiom  he  representi^ 
as  a  most  suspicious  tyrant  and  unnatural  father.  Bj  his  queen 
lillian  he  had  a  son  named  Boswal,  a  paragon  of  beauty  and  of 
Yalour. 

Princes  to  him  was  no  compare, 

Wight  Hannibal,  or  Grande&re. 
There  were  also  in  the  king*s  dominions  throe  lords  ^of  noble 
worth,"  whom  their  sovereign,  in  oonaequenoe  <k  their  having 
opposed  his  authority,  had  doomed  to  perpetual  imprisonment, 
ana  who^  after  many  years  of  bondage,  continued  to  languish  in 
the  dungeons  of  the  palace.  BoswaJ^  whose  boyish  amusements 
had  been  often  disturb  bv  the  groans  of  these  unfortunate  men, 
generously  determined,  at  tiie  ri^  of  provoking  his  &ther*s  utmost 
mdignation,  to  liberate  them  from  confinement ;  and  having  found 
that  the  keys  of  the  prison  were  placed,  at  night,  under  thekiig's 

£ow,  very  dexterously  contrived  to  withdraw  them;  and,  after 
missing  the  three  prisoners,  restored  the  keys  to  their  place ' 
without  having  at  all  disturbed  his  na^esty's  slumber. 

On  the  following  day  the  gaolers,  having  repaired  to  the  prison 
with  the  usual  piUance  of  provisions,  were  not  a  little  astonished 
at  finding  the  cell  unoccupied,  and  immediately  hastened  to  tiieir 
master  with  the  wonderM  intelligence.  The  king  was  so  much 
incensed,  that  he  solemnly  swore  to  satirifioe  the  life  of  the  person 
who  had  ventured  to  preserve  his  intended  victims  from  the  effects 
of  his  vengeance,  even  tiiough  it  should  appear  that  his  son  Roswal 
had  been  implicated  in  the  guilt ;  but,  as  the  keys  had  been  pur- 
loined by  the  prince  without  the  participation  of  any  accomplice,  ^ 
his  delinqeuncy  could  not  have  been  proved ;  and  the  escape  of  the ' 
prisoners  might  have  been  attributed  to  the  miraculous  interpo- 
sition of  Heaven,  if  Boswal  had  not  voluntarily  confessed  himsdf 
guilty.  Neither  the  tears  of  the  queen,  nor  commiseration  for  his ' 
son's  youth,  could  induce  the  king  to  recall  his  vow ;  but  he  was 
at  length  persuaded  to  commute  the  sentence,  and  to  banish  the 
boy;  who  was  immediately  sent  off  to  the  court  of  the  king  of 
B^dm,  attended  only  by  the  hiffh  steward,  an  officer  whose  natural 
mo^oeeness  of  temper  had  singularly  charmed  his  worthy  master. 

The  prospect  of  a  long  exile  is  not  very  cheerful  Boswal,  in- 
deed, had  me  consolation  of  reflecting  that  he  was  the  victim  df 
his  generosity ;  and  that  he  had  purchased,  though  at  a  hi^^  price, 
the  me  and  Uberty  of  three  prisoners:  but  the  steward,  who  was 
stin  young,  and  much  attached  to  the  pleasures  of  the  court  of 
Kaj^es,  haa  no  compensation  for  his  disappointments.  He  th^&re- 
fore  b4;an  his  journey  in  more  than  usual  ill-humour,  occupied ' 
solely  by  the  project  of  teasing  his  companion,  till  a  more  pleasing 
scheme  occurred  to  him,  by  wldch  he  hoped  to  indemnify  himself 
at  the  prince's  expense,  for  his  present  mortification. 

He  had  observ^  that  the  Idng,  at  parting,  had  supplied  his  son 

2p2 
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with  the  usoal  credentials  to  the  court  of  Bealm,  where  his  per- 
son was  totally  unknown;  and  had  bestowed  on  him  monej  and 
jewels  sufficient  to  support  him  during  a  year  in  a  manner  suitahte 
to  his  rank :  he  therefore  thought  that,  bj  appropriating  to  himself 
these  credentials  and  this  treasure,  he  might  easily  personate  the 
heir  of  Naples,  and  thus  attain  a  asgiee  of  power  and  dignity  to 
which  he  had  no  natural  pretensions.  FuU  of  this  project,  he 
watched  for  a  £EiYourable  opportunity  to  execute  it ;  an(L  while  the 

Erinoe,  ahnost  Minting  wim  heat  and  fiatigue,  stoopea  from  the 
ank  of  a  river  to  catch  some  water  in  the  hollow  of  his  hands, 
suddenly  seized  his  legs,  and  with  horrid  imprecations  threatened 
to  phinge  him  headlong  into  the  torrent,  unless  he  consented  in- 
stantly to  deliver  up  the  money  and  letters  with  which  he  was 
charged;  and  moreover  promised,  on  his  word  of  honour,  to  con- 
ceal m>m  all  mankind  this  nefiirious  transaction.  Roswal,  unable 
to  resist,  readily  submitted  to  these  hard  conditions;  and  the 
steward,  setting  spurs  to  his  horse,  disappeared  in  an  instant. 

The  younc  and  healthy  soon  forget  their  misfortunes.    Roswal, 
therefor^  though  sufficiently  unhappy  at  first,  because  he  was 
tired  and  hungry,  had  no  sooner  gained  admission  to  a  hospitable 
cottage,  occupied  by  a  very  good-natured  and  talkative  old  woman, 
than  ne  became  tolerablv  recodled  to  this  second  calamity. 
She  speer*d'  his  name : — ^'  I  came  firom  fiur ! 
My  name  is  called  Dissawar.*' 
"  Oh,  Dissawar,  you  shall  not  be. 
For  you  shall  have  good  help  of  me.** 
She  perceived  at  first  sight  Siat  he  was  very  handsome;  and  as 
she  thought  her  son  also  very  handsome,  she  was  soon  of  opinion 
that  the  prince  was  very  like  her  son,  and,  to  reward  him  for  the 
lesembhince,  determined  to  send  them  to  school  together.    Here, 
as  he  knew  more  than  the  village  school-master,  he  passed  for  a 
prodigy.     The  high  steward  of  Bealm,  having  heard  of  his 
talents,  took  him  as  his  pa£e,  and  carried  him  to  court,  where  he 
had  no  sooner  appearea  than  the  king^s  daughter  appointed  him 
her  cup-bearer,    ^e  old  woman  was  inconsolable  &r  the  loss  of 
her  adopted  child;  and  even  the  steward  was  very  sorry  to  part 
with  a  page  who,  in  the  course  of  a  few  days'  service,  had  made  a 
great  progress  in  his  affections:  but  LUlian,  who  was  an  accurate 
discemer  of  merit,  and  most  enthusiastic  in  her  admiration  of  it, 
lost  no  Hme  in  bestowing  her  whole  heart  on  the  young  cup- 
bearer, and  as  she  was  much  prettier  than  the  old  woman,  Roswal 
was  evidently  a  gainer  by  the  trani^  of  his  services  from  the 
cottage  to  the  court. 

In  the  mean  time  the  supposed  heir  of  Naples  had  not  lost  his 
timo.    Though  he  had  failea  to  captivate  the  heart  of  IdDian,  he 

Asked. 
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had  most  suooeasfully  paid  his  court  to  the  king  her  father,  who 
had  promised  him  her  nand ;  and  a  solemn  embassj,  sent  for  the 
porpose  of  demanding  the  consent  of  the  king  of  Naples  to  the 
match,  was  already  on  the  road  to  that  connti^y  when  Dissawar, 
rather  unexpectedly,  made  his  appearance  in  the  palace  of  Beahn. 
in  the  character  of  cup-hearer  to  the  princess.  The  pretended 
prince,  however,  was  not  disconcerted:  he  trusted  to  tne  solenm 
promise  hj  which  his  rival  was  hound  to  secrecy,  and  waited,  full 
of  confidence,  for  the  return  of  the  embassy,  by  which  he  hoped 
to  receive  the  ratification  of  the  marriage.  Nor  was  he  disappointed. 
Pissawar  continued  true  to  his  engagements ;  and  the  kmp;  and 
queen  of  Naples  dismissed  the  ambassadors  with  magnificent 
presents,  and  with  directions  to  hasten  as  much  as  possible  the 
solemnization  of  the  nuptials,  which  were  therefore  fixed  for  an 
early  day,  orders  being  at  the  same  time  issued  for  the  celebration 
of  a  tournament  in  honour  of  the  bride. 

While  the  court  of  Beahn  anticipated  with  transport  the  ap- 
proaching festivities.  IdlHan  alone  was  plungjsd  in  despair.  Dissa- 
war  poss^sed  her  wnole  affections ;  but  his  inexplicable  character 
was  a  principal  source  of  her  misery.  She  was  convinced  that, 
because  she  loved  him,  he  must  be  nobly  bom;  and  frequently 
urged  him  to  gratify  her  curiosity,  by  explaining  the  mystery, 
which  was  certunly  concealed  under  his  inauspicious  appellation: 
but  though  always  tender,  and  full  of  respect  and  gratitude,  he 
could  not  be  induced  to  reveal  his  secret.  As  the  tournament 
approached  he  became  more  silent  and  melancholy;  Lillian  con- 
jured him  to  enter  the  lists,  and  to  try  the  only  possible  chance  of 
rescuing  her  from  the  arms  of  a  man  whom  she  abhorred  ;  but  he 
declared  himself  utterly  ignorant  of  all  knightly  exercises,  and 
unqualified  to  merit  by  deeds  in  arms  the  kindness  which  die  was 
pleased  to  bestow  on  Mm. 

On  the  first  morning  of  the  festival,  determined  not  to  behold  • 
the  triumph  of  his  enemy,  he  rose  with  the  dawn,  and  followed 
by  his  hounds  repaired  to  the  forest.  But  the  chase  could  not 
occupy  his  attention.  He  sat  musing  on  his  horse,  when  he  was 
suddenly  accosted  by  a  venerable  stranger,  dressed  as  a  knight,  and 
leading  a  white  war-horse,  on  whose  saddle  was  suspend^  a  suit 
of  appropriate  armour.  "Prince,"  said  the  gray-headed  knight, 
"mount  this  horse,  and  dad  in  these  arms  repair  to  the  tourna- 
ment. At  thy  return  thou  shalt  find  me  here.  I  will  hunt  thy 
hounds,  and  present  to  thee  the  game  which  they  shall  have  taken." 
Dissawar  obeyed  in  silence,  bowed  to  his  unknown  monitor,  set 
spurs  to  his  horse,  entered  the  barriers,  overset  all  who  opposed 
hun,  without  having  once  broken  his  spear,  b^;an  to  charge  the 
steward  at  full  speed, — ^but,  seeing  him  motionkss  with  fear  and 
astonishment,  suddenly  checked  tne  horse  in  the  midst  of  his 
career,  saluted  the  company,  turned  rwind  and  vanished  like  a 
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%Meor.  The  king  of  Bealm  ezdaiined,  with  an  air  of  tnnspGri^ 
€faiat  he  would  ffive  an  earldom  to  be  acquainted  with  the  unknown 
kniffht ;  and  aU  the  courtiers  who  were  mounted  dispersed  in  qaeot 
of  the  stranger.  But  it  was  too  late.  IXisaawar,  unarmed,  anud 
loaded  with  venison,  was  already  returned  to  the  palace. 

Lillian  was  disposed  to  be  yery  angry  with  her  loTer  lor  amna- 
ing  himself  with  the  ohaoe  whikt  her  happiness  was  so  seriously 
at  stake ;  but  she  had  no  leisure  to  reproach  him,  because  the 
teinainder  of  the  day  was  scarcely  ]ong  enough  for  the  narrative 
of  What  had  passed  during  his  absence.  She  never  thought  that 
she  had  expatiated  sufficiently  on  the  valour  of  the  stnmger.  and 
on  the  humifiation  of  her  intended  husband ;  but  at  length  she 
closed  her  story,  after  requesting  Dissawar  to  attend  her  to  the 
'(Spectacle  of  the  following  day.  He  bowed,  but  made  no  promise; 
being  very  anxious  to  icnow  whether  the  forest  contained  any 
more  knights  who  were  acquainted  with  his  story,  and  disposed  to 
t»rovide  him  with  excellent  horses  and  armour  of  proo£  His  first 
benefactor,  he  was  very  sure,  was  no  spirit  of  the  woods,  but  a 
very  substantial  old  gentleman,  and  an  excellent  hunter.  Perhaps 
•there  might  be  more  persons  of  a  similar  disposition  in  the  same 
forest. 

He  was  not  disappointed.    A  second  knight,  dressed  like  the 
Ibrmer,  and  leading  a  gray-horse,  accosted  him  by  his  name^  and 
ordered  him  into  the  1^.    The  steward,  rejoiced  that  tiie  i^ 
white  knight  had  not  thought  fit  to  ai^>ear,  hastaied  to  meet  thjs 
new  adversary,  and  was  rewarded  for  his  haste  by  such  a  &11  thai 
he  lay  sensekss  on  the  ^und  amidst  a  crowd  of  rivals,  all  of 
Irfaom  were  unhorsed  with  the  same  fitcility  by  the  terrible 
stranger.    Dissawar,  however,  was  as  punctual  as  before^  to  the 
great  astonishment  of  LiHian,  whose  penetrating  eyes  had  £9- 
covered  in  the  unknown  knight  a  strong  resemblance  to  her  lover, 
but  who  could  not  account  for  his  bein^  able  to  present  her  with  a 
large  supply  of  newly-kiUed  venison,  if^  as  she  supposed,  he  had 
be^  the  principal  actor  in  the  tournament. 
'   On  the  third  day  he  was  supplied,  in  a  similar  manner,  with  a 
t)ay  horse,  a  red  shield,  sreen  armour,  and  a  golden  hdmet;  oave 
the  steward  a  second  Wiy  by  which  he  broke  two  of  his  ribs,  Dore 
down  all  the  other  competitors,  cast  a  gold  ring  int^  his  mistress's 
lap,  and  rode  at  full  speed  into  the  forest.    Here  he  found  all  his 
thrce  benefactors,  who  now  informed  him  that  they  were  his  own 
subjects,  and  the  very  persons  whom  he  had  so  generously  rescued 
from  pnson.    They  told  him  that  they  were  well  aware  of  aft 
tlttt  he  had  suffered  for  their  sake,  and  promised  their  forther 
assistance,  assuring  him  that  the  steward  should  not  mncsh  longer 
prevent  his  union  with  Lillian.    Thus  encouraged,  he  repaired  to 
the  palace,  and  encountered,  without  much  alarm,  the  tender 
reproaches  of  his  mistress^  who  was  now  reduced  to  afasohjtto 
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deepftir  by  the  prospect  of  being  thrown,  on  the  foBowing  day,  into 
the  arms  of  the  supposed  prince  of  Naples.  Aa  a  last  resource,  she 
flew  to  her  father,  assoied  him  that  her  heart  was  unalterably 
fixed  on  Dissawar ;  inreighed  against  the  cowardice  of  her  intended 
husband ;  and  with  a  flood  of  teaxs  requested  that  the  fatal  cere- 
mony miffht  be  at  least  defeired  untu  it  should  appear  whether 
the  blood  of  her  lover,  whom  she  firmly  believed  to  be  a  king's 
son,  was  not  as  noble  as  that  of  his  competitor.  But  her  tears  and 
eloquence  were^ipiavailing.  The  appointed  day  arrived;  and  she 
was,  notwithstanding  her  xeluctanee,  publidy  married  to  the 
steward. 

The  nuptial  feast  was  numerously  attended,  and  Lillian  was 
seated  by  the  side  of  the  bridegroom,  on  whom,  when  she  ventured 
to  raise  her  eyes,  she  cast  looks  of  the  most  marked  abhorrence. 
Dissawar,  in  whose  countenance  she  had  remarked  during  the 
whole  ceremony  an  air  of  confidence  which  she  could  not  explain, 
.was  not  yet  present,  when  three  strangers,  magnificently  attired, 
entered  the  hall,  and,  approachin|(  the  upper  table^  made  their 
obeisances  to  the  king  and  to  Lillian,  but  without  saluting  or 
appearing  to  notice  the  steward.  They  announced  themselves  as 
Neapolitans,  and  were  prooeedixig  in  their  compliments  of  oongn^ 
tolation,  idien  the  king  interrupted  them,  and  asked  why  they 
were  so  inattentive  to  their  pnnce,  the  heir  of  Naples,  who  was 
then  sitting  at  table?  They  answered,  that  they  saw  him  not: 
but  on  the  appearance  of  Dissawar,  wno  then  entered  the  haD, 
they  ran  up  to  nim,  ML  on  their  knees  and  kissed  his  hand,  to  the 
great  astomshment  of  the  king,  and  to  the  utter  confusion  of  the 
steward,  who  foresaw  that  his  crimes  would  now  be  made  public. 
In  &ct;  they  related  all  that  they  knew ;  and  Roswal  was  obliged 
to  confirm  their  recital,  by  avowing  the  victories  which  he  had 
gained  with  their  horses  and  armour,  while  Lillian  triumphed  not 
a  little  at  this  proof  of  her  skill  in  physiognomy.  The  culprit  was 
now  seized,  and  made  a  public  confession  of  his  iniquities :  but,  as 
lie  had  been  married  with  all  ecclesiastical  solemnity  to  the  prin- 
cess, it  was  thought  most  regular  and  decorous  to  hang  nim, 
without  loss  of  time ;  after  which  the  hand  of  his  widow  was 
transferred,  in  due  form,  to  the  real  Koswal. 

The  reader  will  easily  foresee  that  the  prince,  during  the  nuptial 
festivities,  which  lasted  twenty  days,  was  most  profuse  in  his 
largesses  to  the  minstrels,  bestowed  large  sums  of  gold  on  the 
charitable  old  woman  who  had  first  received  him,  conferred  a 
bishopric  on  her  son,  amply  rewarded  the  school-master,  and  pro- 
cured fk-esh  honours  for  tne  good  steward  who  introduced  him  at 
court.  After  this,  he  became  the  father  of  three  sons,  the  two 
eldest  of  which  inherited  the  kingdoms  of  Naples  and  Bealm;  the 
third  became  pope ;  and  of  his  two  daughters,  the  first  was  married 
to  the  king  of  France,  and  the  second  to  the  prince  of  Apulia. 
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So  BoBwal  and  Lyiian  aheen 
Lived  many  yean  in  good  liking. 
I  praj  to  JeeuB,  heayen^s  king, 
To  grant  us  heaven  to  our  ending. 
Of  them  I  have  no  more  to  say: 
God  send  them  rest  until  doom'frHiay ! 


AMYS  AND  AMYMON. 


These  worthy  knights  were  the  Pylades  and  Orestes  of  the  feudal  ages. 
Their  story,  it  may  be  presnmed,  was  traashited  from  the  VreaA  ;i  thoofft 
the  translator  nuiformly  refers  to  the  Get/,  which,  I  bdiere,  usually  meaas 
a  Latin  original.  Oar  English  version  is  very  ancient,  since  a  eopy  of  it 
is  preserved  in  the  Anchinleck  MS. ;  bnt  the  following  abstract  was  taken 
from  a  MS.  in  the  collection  of  Mr.  Douce.  It  is  a  romanoe  of  eoB- 
siderable  length,  containing  399  stansas,  of  six  lines  each.* 

Thbbe  were  once  two  knights  in  Lombardy,  who  havii^  been 
friends  from  their  childhood,  and  being  possessed  of  two  a4}dmng 
domains,  retired  about  the  same  time  to  their  respective  castles. 
Each  had  married,  before  his  retreat,  the  lady  of  his  affections; 
and  it  happened,  by  a  singular  coincidenoe,  that  both  their  wives 
were  on  tne  same  day  delivered  of  sons^  one  of  which  was  christ- 
ened by  the  name  of  Amys,  the  other  by  that  of  Amylion.  These 
children,  of  course,  became  play-fellows  frx>m  their  infancy;  both 
were  healthy,  beautiful,  and  active ;  their  persons  and  fstoes  were 
nearly  similar ;  and  this  resemblance  increased  to  such  an  astonish- 
ing degree,  that,  when  they  had  attained  twelve  years  of  age^  it 
was  become  almost  impossible  to  distinguish  the  one  from  the 
other. 

The  duke  of  Lombardy  about  this  time  proclaimed  a  solemn 
festival,  which  was  attended  by  all  his  vassals,  and  amongst  the 
rest  by  the  two  knights,  who  carried  with  them  the  chiltuen  for 
the  purpose  of  initiating  them  in  the  arts  of  courtesy.  The  duke^ 
much  amused  by  the  httle  mistakes  which  the  wonderful  resem- 
blance of  the  two  boys  daily  produced,  insensibly  became  attadied 
to  them,  and,  when  their  fathers  proposed  to  leave  the  coort, 
requested  that  they  would  intrust  him  with  their  future  education, 
assuring  them  that  the  two  playmates  should  not  be  separated, 
but  fostered  together  under  his  eye;  and  that  both,  when  of  a 
proper  age,  shomd  be  invested  with  suitable  offices,  and  admitted, 

'  Copies  of  the  Anglo-Norman  romance  are  preserved  at  Cambrid|ge 
and  in  the  British  Museum. 

*  Printed  in  Weber's  Metrical  Romances,  1810. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


JLMT8  AKD  AKYI.IOK.  585 

«t  his  expense  and  by  his  hands,  to  the  dignity  of  knighthood. 
Thff  offer  was  too  advanta^us  to  be  refosed,  and  the  knights 
retired,  after  expressing  theur  gratitade. 

Living  at  the  same  court,  receiving  the  same  instmctions,  shar- 
ing the  same  amusements,  the  two  friends  became  attached  to  each 
other  no  less  by  habit  than  by  inclination;  and,  wishing,  with  the 
enthusiasm  so  common  at  their  age,  to  strengthen  their  union  by 
every  possible  tie,  reciprocally  took  the  oaths  by  which  they 
became  brothers  in  amu;  a  contract  not  less  holy  or  less  indis- 
soluble than  that  of  marriage  between  the  sexes,  and  which,  iden- 
tifying as  it  were  the  two  parties,  obliged  each  to  adopt,  without 
hesitation,  the  resentments  or  affections  of  the  othei^  and  to  hazard 
life,  and  even  reputation  itself,  in  his  service.  Their  skill  in 
.bunting,  an  exercise  considered  rather  as  the  occupation  andbusi- 
nesB  than  as  the  mere  amusement  of  the  great,  and  their  address 
in  all  martial  occupations,  gave  them  an  extensive  reputation,  and 
flattered  the  pride,  while  it  conciliated  the  affection,  of  the  duke 
their  master ;  who,  having  procbimed  a  tournament  for  the  pur- 
pose of  exhibiting  their  superiority,  rewarded  their  success  by 
investing  them  with  the  order  of  chivalry,  and  by  appointing  Sur 
Amys  to  the  office  of  his  butler,  and  »r  Amylion  to  that  of 
steward  to  the  household ;  a  nomination  which  gave  universal 
satis&ction,  but  which  awakened  the  envy  of  the  (£ief  steward,  a 
man  of  a  most  malicious  character,  whose  hatred  of  the  young 
firiends  produced,  as  we  shall  see  in  the  sequel  of  the  story,  a  long 
series  of  misfortunes. 

Soon  after  this  event.  Sir  Amylion  received  information  of  the 
death  of  his  father  and  mother,  and  learnt  from  the  messenger  that 
his  presence  was  loudly  called  for  by  his  vassals.  He  was  there- 
fore under  the  necessity  of  quitting  his  benefiBtctor,  and  of  sena- 
rating  himself  from  the  friend  of  his  childhood ;  but,  before  nis 
departure,  he  caused  two  cups  of  gold  to  be  made,  of  exquisite 
workmanship,  and  exactly  similar ;  one  of  which  he  proposed  to 
retain^  and  destined  the  other  for  his  brother  in  arms,  as  a  token 
of  their  pure  and  perfect  friendship,  and  a  type  of  their  astonishing 
resembliuioe.  He  then  took  leave  of  the  duke,  who  sincerely 
regretted  his  loss,  and  quitted  the  court  accompanied,  during  a 
psurt  of  the  way,  by  Sir  Amys,  who  wishea  to  protract  as  long  as 
possible  the  moment  which  was  to  sever  him,  perhaps  for  ever, 
from  his  earliest  and  dearest  companion.  That  moment,  however, 
soon  arrived,  and  after  many  tears  and  embraces  Sir  Amylion 
solemnly  exclaimed. 

"  Fro  tnis  day  forward,  ever  mo 

Neither  &il,  either  for  weal  or  wo, 
To  helpe  other  at  nede! 

Brother !  be  now  true  to  me. 

And  I  shall  be  as  true  to  thee; 
As  wise  Qod  me  speed  T' 
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He  then  gave  him  some  good  advice  respecting  Ids  fotuie 

dact^  leoommoidiiig  nnshi^eii  fidelity  to  liis  lord,  and  constautt 
caution  against  the  maehinations  of  the  vicked  stemad;  amd^ 
after  leaving  with  him  the  golden  cap,  continued  his  jonmej. 
His  timely  arrival  pat  an  end  to  all  projects  of  disputing  the  aoo- 
cession ;  and  having  settled  his  afiairs,  he  shortly  afler  married  a 
heantifiil  wife^  in  whose  society  and  affeotioa  he  hoped  to  find  acn 
indemnification  for  the  loss  of  his  friend  and  brother. 

In  the  mean  time  Sir  Amya  returned  to  cour^  wheve  the 
steward,  from  whatever  cause,  decdved  him  with  every  appear- 
amoe  of  kindness,  and  solicited  to  be  admitted  into  the  same  sacred 
contract  which  nad  united  him  with  Amylion;  but  the  young 
knight  having  civilly  rejected  his  overtures,  allying  that  his  oatiis 
absdutely  pr^uded  hun  from  forming  any  new  engagement^  he 
taddenly  threw  off  the  mask. 

The  fell  steward,  there  he  stood. 
Almost  for  wrath  he  wex  wode;^ 

And  said,  without  delav, 
And  swore,  by  him  that  died  on  rood, 
^  Thou  traitour  -,  thou  wicked  blood ! 
Thou  wilt  abve  this  day ! 
I  wame  thee,"  he  said  than, 
""Far  I  am  thy  strong  fee-man, 
By  night  and  by  day!" 
Sir  Amys  answer^  tho, 
"  I  give  thee  thereof  not  one  sloe  I  * 
Bo  rif^t  all  that  thou  may !" 
The  disputants  then  parted ;  Sir  Amys  boiling  with  wtath, 
which  however  soon  evaporated:  vdiile  the  steward  caleolated  in 
ttlence  the  most  effectual  means  of  producing,  with  the  least  pos- 
sible dai^er  to  himseli^  the  destiructioa  of  his  young  enemy. 

The  duke  had  an  only  daughter,  whose  name  was  BdisanteL 
She  had  now  attained  her  fifteenui  year ;  was  adored  by  the 
duchess,  and  tenderly  beloved  by  her  &ther,  who,  that  he  mig^ 
give  greater  splendour  to  her  introduction  into  the  world,  pro- 
claimed a  festival,  which  lasted  fourteen  days,  and  broa(^t  tom- 
ther  all  the  nobility  of  the  adjoining  countiT.  Though  the  due 
still  thought  her  too  young  to  behold  we  tournaments,  she 
thought  herself  quite  old  enou^  for  a  lover;  and,  having  ^ass- 
tionecl  her  maidens  concerning  the  merit  of  the  several  kmghts 
who  had  disputed  the  prize,  was  informed  that  Sir  Amvs,  tdiese 
praises  she  had  been  accustomed  to  hear  frx>m  her  tendearest  in- 
fancy, was  still  admitted  to  be  perfect  and  peerleM  both  in  valour 
and  in  courtesy.  Belisante  therefore  laid  nor  heart  on  Sir  Amys; 
became  very  sick  from  sorrow  and  tnm  low^ongina^  took  to  her 
bed,  and  determined  to  seize  the  first  opportonity  of  explaining  to 
'  Became  mad.  *  I  care  not  a  sloe  about  it. 
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her  lover  ker  wishes  as  wellBs  of  gfatifying  ioBy  if  he  ehotdd 
make  her  the  proposal 

Sir  Amys^  in  the  mean  time,  was  perfectly  unprepared  for,  and 
thoroughly  mdifiPerent  to,  the  happiness  which  awaited  liim.  Ac- 
customed to  consider  the  daughter  of  his  benefactor  as  a  beautiftd. 
and  sprightly  child,  he  had  neglected  to  remark  the  d^ree  to 
which  her  charms  were  matured ;  and,  £ar  from  suspecting  that 
her  present  ailment  was  the  result  of  unsatisfied  love,  far  less  that 
he  was  the  cause  of  her  indisposition,  contented  hinoaelf  with  the 
persuasion  that  it  was  not  dangerous ;  since  her  fiither,  by  whom 
she  was  tenderly  loved,  did  not  abstain  on  her  account  from  the 
usual  amusements  of  the  chase.  From  these  amusements,  how- 
ever, he  was  himself  debarred  by  an  accidental  illness ;  and,  during 
his  convalescence,  took  delight  in  breathing  a  cooler  and  purer  air 
in  the  ^ady  gardens  of  the  palace,  where  it  is  probable  that  he 
mieht  have  recovered  his  heieJth  without  further  inconvenience 
had  not  the  duchesa  by  an  unfortunate  Vitality,  proposed  the  same 
remedy  to  her  daughter. 

She  said  ^Daughter,  for  love  mine^ 
Will  we  wende  into  the  gardyne, 

This  like  summer's  day? 
There  we  may  hear  the  fowles'  song; 
For  ioy,  and  much  mirthes  among, 

Thy  care  shall  all  away.** 
Up  arose  that  bird*  bright, 
Into  the  garden  she  wente  right 
With  maidens  hend  and  free : 
That  summer's  day  was  fair  and  bright: 
The  sun  shone  thorough  leme'  of  li^t, 

Meny  it  was  to  see. 
There  heard  they  fowles  great  and  smale, 
The  notes  of  the  nightingale. 

Merry  singing  on  tree: 
But  her  was  so  hard  y- wrought, 
On  love-longing  was  all  her  thought, 

Neither  on  game  ne  glee. 
Thus  the  maiden,  in  that  tide. 
Walked  under  the  orchard  siae 

To  slak'  her  of  her  care : 
Then  she  saw  Sir  Amys  beside ; 
Under  a  bough  he  gan  abide, 
To  hear  mirthes  mare. 
The  young  lady  immediately  seized  the  opportunity  which  For- 
tune presented  to  her ;  and,  ordermg  her  attendants  to  retire  to 
some  distance,  approached  the  knight,  who,  on  his  part,  rose  to 
her.    She  then  took  a  seat  by  his  side,  and  with  very  little 

1  Young  lady.  *  Brightness,  Sax.  >  Ease. 
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piefaoe  requested  him  to  become  her  lemanj  assiiriog  him  thathii 
refusal  would  inMdblj  kill  her  on  the  spot. 

«  Thou  art,"  she  said,  «  a  jpntyl  knight^ 
And  I.  a  bird  in  bower  brigh^ 

Ana  of  high  kin  y-oorcn ;  ^ 
Both  by  day  and  by  night 
My  love  is  on  thee  aright, 
My  wit  is  nigh  forloren. 
Plight  me  thy  truth,  thou  shalt  be  true. 
And  never  change  for  no  new 

That  in  this  world  is  born. 
And  I  shall  pledge  my  truth  also 
Till  God  and  Death  part  us  a-two 

I  shall  not  be  forsworn." 
That  hende  knight  stille  stood; 
For  that  he  changed  all  his  mood, 
And  said,  with  wordes  free, 
"  Madame !  for  him  that  died  on  rood  t 
As  thou  art  of  gentil  blood, 

And  heir  of  this  land  shaJt  be, 
Think  all  on  thy  much  honour ! 
No  kynge's  son,  no  emporour, 
Were  not  too  good  for  thee : 
Certes,  then,  were  it  unright 
Thy  love  to  lay  upon  a  knight,  • 

That  hath  nother  land  ne  fee ! " 
That  merry  maiden  of  great  renoun 
Answered,  "Why  had  not  thou  a  crown  1* 

For  Him  that  bought  thee  dear, 
Whether  art  thou  pnest  or  chanoun! 
Other,  art  thou  monk,  or  persoun, 

That  preachest  me  thus  here  1 
Thou  should  have  been  made  no  knight 
To  go  among  ladies  bright; 

Thou  should  have  been  a  frere! 
He  that  taught  thee  to  preach, 
To  the  devil  of  hell  I  lum  beteche ;« 

My  brother  though  he  were ! 
For  by  Him  that  all  this  world  hath  bought. 
All  this  preaching  helpeth  thee  nought, 

Stand  thou  never  so  long! 
But  thou  graunte  me  thy  Siought, 
My  love  shall  be  well  dear  y-bought 
With  pains  hard  and  strong. 

1  Choice,  worthy,  &c.  Sax.        *  She  means  tbe  c*rde  of  hair  prodMi& 
by  ecderiaatical  tonsore.  *  Deliver. 
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MjkerchiefB  and  my  clothes  each  one 
I  shall  to  rend  them  anon, 

And  sayen,  with  much  wrong 
That  thou  hast  mo  all  to-draw ; 
Then  shalt  l^ou,  with  londes  law, 
Be  deemed  well  high  to  hong !" 
Sir  Amys  listened  with  some  alt^  and  much  astonishment  to 
ihia  torrent  of  passion.     The  gentle  Belisante,  since  her  escape 
from  the  nursery,  had  made  such  a   wonderful  progress  in  elo- 
cmence,  that  he  was  much  at  a  loss  for  an  answer;  and  fearing 
tnat  by  incensing  her  too  far,  he  might  induce  her  to  carry  her 
threats  into  execution,  he  thought  it  aidvisable  to  give  her  time  for 
leoollection,  and  therefore  solemnly  promised  to  comply  with  her 
request,  if  after  eight  days  she  should  still  persist  in  the  same 
resolution.    The  young  lady  acceded  to  this  contract;  ratified  it 
idth  a  very  tender  kiss,  and  g^y  returned  to  her  chiunber,  leay- 
ing  Sir  Amys  to  prepare  for  the  return  of  the  duke,  who  was  not 
a  fittle  delighted  by  finding  that  his  sick  daughter  was  now  per- 
fectlT  recoverecL  insomuch  that  neither  her  person  nor  her  manner 
exhibited  the  sughtest  traces  of  her  late  indisposition. 

The  crafty  steward,  it  may  be  supposed^  was  not  the  last  to 
obserre  or  to  comment  on  this  very  material  alteration.  It  did 
not  escape  him  that  the  eyes  of  Belisante  were  constantly  fixed  on 
Sir  Amys;  and  as  their  language  was  perfectly  intelligible,  ho 
tRupected  that  she  only  waited  for  tiie  absence  of  her  fibther  to 
throw  herself  into  the  arms  of  her  lover;  and  determined,  if  pos- 
sible, to  verify  his  suspicions  by  becoming  a  concealed  spectator  of 
their  next  interview.  In  fact,  the  youn^  lady  kept  a  very  exact 
reckoning  of  the  eight  days,  during  which  she  had  consented  to 
delay  the  accompli^ment  of  her  wishes ;  and  as  a  hunting-party 
most  fortunately  took  place  at  the  expiration  of  the  periocL  she 
punctually  repaired  to  the  knight^s  apartment,  and  summoned  him 
to  perform  his  promise.  The  stewani  was  not  less  punctual  at  his 
place  of  concealment^  from  whence  he  could  see  and  hear  all  that 
passed ;  and,  after  witnessing  on  the  part  of  Sir  Amys  a  degreeof 
reluctance  which  his  youth  and  the  beauty  of  his  mistress  ren- 
dered rather  extraordinary,  had  at  length  the  satisfctction  of  seeing 
him  yield  to  the  temptation,  and  hastened  to  rdate  the  anecdote  to 
the  duke  on  his  arrival 

Sir  Amys,  perfectly  unconscious  of  this  treachey,  was  at  his 
poet  in  the  hall  of  tJie  palace,  when  he  found  himself  suddenly 
assaulted  by  his  master  with  a  drawn  sword,  and  had  scarcely  time 
to  make  his  retreat  into  another  chamber,  the  door  of  which  for- 
tunately arrested  the  duke's  weapon,  and  thus  enabled  him  to 
bold  a  parley  with  his  assailant,  from  whom  he  learnt,  with  some 
difficulty,  the  cause  of  this  sudden  storm  of  indignation.  He  had 
no  resource  but  to  deny, the  fiftct^  which  he  did  eo  stoutly,  offeiiog 
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to  prove  his  innooenoe  hy  sh^le  oombat^  that  the  duke  ordered  the 
steward  to  take  up  the  knij^t^s  gage,  and  appointed  that  day  fort- 
night for  the  decision  of  the  quarrel    Stdl,  however,  it  was 
necessary  to  find  borrowea  (pledses)  for  ^e  knigfat*8  appearance ;  . 
and  as  the  power  and  interest  of  his  adverssry  intimidated  all  his 
friends  at  court,  he  was  on  the  point  of  being  ordered  into  ooft- 
finement^  when  the  fesrless  Belisante  ezdaimed, 
-*— ^That  would  be  much  wrong) 
Take  my  body  for  the  knight, 
Tyl  the  day  hie  ocHue  of  fignt, 

And  dotii  me  in  prison  strong! 
Gif  that  knight  flee  away, 
And  dare  not  uphold  his  day, 

Baitell  of  him  to  fong, 
Dampneth^  me,  with  hmdes  law. 
For  nis  love  to  brenne  and  to  drawe, 

And  hu^  on  galowes  to  hong!** 
Then  spoke  her  mother  WMdes  bold. 
And  said,  gkdly  that  she  wold 

Be  his  Irarowe  right  also. 
That  he,  as  a  good  knight  sholde 
That  day  of  batayle  upHbolde, 
To  fight  with  his  foe. 
Two  such  pledges  being  unexceptionable,  he  was  left  perfeetfy 
at  large,  it  being  only  required  that  he  should  make  his  i^peav- 
anoe  on  the  day  of  combat 

It  vras  with  no  small  surprise  that  the  &ir  Belisante  bdidd  tlie 
ffloom  which  still  continued  to  overspread  the  brow  of  the  intrepid 
but  conscientious  Sir  Amys.  She  represented  to  him  tiie  number- 
less crimes  of  the  steward,  recalled  to  his  memoxy  his  own  bril- 
liant exploits,  and  promised  him  a  suit  of  armour,  of  such  excdlent 
Eroof  that  it  might  insure  the  success  of  a  &r  meaner  chamjMoii: 
ut  he  answered,  with  an  air  of  despondence. 

''I  have  the  wrong  and  he  the  right, 
Therefore  I  am  afear'd  to  fight, 

As  God  mote  me  speed ! 
For  I  mote  swear,  withouten  fiul. 
As  God  me  speed  ,  in  my  batayl, 

Thatitisfalsehede;' 
And  if  I  swear,  I  am  forsworn; 
IMd  and  soul  I  am  forlorn! 
Oertee,  I  can  no  redel** 
To  these  scruples  even  the  logic  of  the  fair  Belisante  coiald  not 
oppose  any  satis&otory  answer;  but  Sir  Amys  having  at  IsDgjik 
otiserved  tiiat  his  brother  in  arms,  if  apprised  of  his  situatioi^ 
would,  doubtless,  assist  him,  and  take  the  bifttleagainst  tiie  steward, 
^Condcnm.  '^lYeachery. 
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tho  two  ladies  immediately  c(»ijiured  him  to  lose  no  time,  but  to. 
set  off  next  morning  in  quest  of  Sir  Amylion. 

The  knight  obeyed ;  but,  listening  only  to  his  impatience,  has- 
tened fonmd  with  such  inoonsiderate  speed  that  his  horse,  after 
performing  something  more  than  half  the  journey,  fell  dead  with 
mtigue  and  hanger.  Sir  Amys  proceeded  on  foot,  and  reached  at 
length  a  forest,  distant  only  a  few  leafues  from  his  friend's  habi- 
tation. But  here  it  became  impossiUe  to  resist  any  longer  the 
attacks  of  sleep :  he  threw  himself  on  the  grass,  and  quietly  re- 
signed himself  to  rest.  Luckily  Sir  Amylion,  who  had  retired  to 
bed  at  an  early  hour,  was  much  disturbed  by  a  dream,  which 
represented  his  friend  as  surrounded  by  wild  beasts,  and  on  the 
point  of  being  devoured,  and,  finding  that  the  vision  persisted  in 
persecuting  him,  suddenly  rose,  ordered  his  horse,  and,  without 
any  attendants  rode  into  the  forest. 

All  night  he  rode,  till  it  was  day. 

Till  he  came  there  Sir  Amys  lay 
Into  the  forest  wide; 

Then  saw  he  a  woary  man  forgone 

Lying  under  a  tree ;  anon 
To  him  he  gan  ride. 

When  he  came  to  him  full  rights 

*^  Arise,  fellow ;  it  is  light, 
^  And  time  for  to  go  :*' 

Sir  Amys  bray'd  up  with  his  siffht^' 

And  soon  he  knew  that  gentle  knight^ 
And  he  did  him  also. 
The  two  friends  now  sat  down  togeiiier,  and  Sir  Amys  related 
from  beginning  to  end  the  history  of  his  amour,  and  the  treachery 
of  the  steward,  adding  that  he  was  very  little  solicitous  about  his 
own  life,  bat  wished,  if  it  were  possible,  to  save  those  of  Belisante 
and  the  doohesfl^  th<High  he  foresaw  that  this  could  not  be  done 
without  the  assistance  of  his  brother,  since  it  could  not  be  ex- ' 
pected  that  heaven  should  permit  him  to  gain  the  victory,  after 

§erjurinff  himself  in  a  solemn  appeal  to  the  justice  of  his  Creator, 
ir  Amyuon  listened  to  the  tale  with  much  regret,  lamented  the 
impetuous  affection  of  Belisante,  execrated  the  perfidy  of  the 
steward,  and  finally  determined  to  take  the  battle  on  himself. 
^  You,"  said  he, ''  must  personate  me  during  my  absence,  and  say 
that  you  have  Beaut  off  your  horse  to  Sir  Amys.  We  will  ex- 
change dresses,  and  I  hope  to  be  in  time  to  save  the  life  of  your 
leman,  and  to  punish  our  common  enemy.  Our  perfect  resem- 
blance will  insure  the  suceess  of  our  project,  and  deceive  all  ^es, 
even  those  of  m^  wife,  whom  I  must  commit  during  a  few  d&ys 
to  your  diseretioii."  After  these  words  they  embraced  and  se- 
paiwted. 

>  Started,  and  raised  his  eyes. 
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The  suDDOsed  Amylion  prooeeded  on  foot  to  the  ctMe,  mod, 
having  tola  a  very  plausible  story  respecting  the  horsey 
Little  and  much,  less  and  mare, 
And  all  that  ever  in  court  were 

Weened  it  had  been  so. 
And  when  y-comen  was  the  night,  ^ 

Sir  Amys,  and  the  l^y  bright, 

To  bed  gan  they  gb : 
And  when  they  weren  in  bed  laid, 
Sir  Amys  his  sword  ou^-brayed, 
And  held  it  between  hem  two.' 
The  lady,  we  mav  i>resume,  was  a  good  deal  surprised,  and 
perhaps  stai'tled  at  the  introduction  of  this  third  inmate  of  her 
bed:  out  her  supposed  husband  informed  her  that  he  found  him- 
self indisposed,  and,  apprehending  that  his  fever  might  be  infeo- 
tious,  haa  adopted  this  precaution  for  her  security.    This  ezci»e 
satisfied  her,  and  they  continued  to  live  on  a  footing  <^  the  great- 
est cordiality. 

In  the  mean  time,  though  Sir  Amylion  had  used  the  almost 
expedition,  the  day  appointed  for  the  battle  arrived:  the  steward 
entered  the  lists,  and,  not  meeting  his  expected  adversary,  loadly 
proclaimed  that  the  traitor  Sir  Amys  nad  fled  into  a  distant 
country,  and  required  that,  according  to  the  law  held  in  sudi 
oases,  nis  two  pledges  should  be  produced  in  his  stead,  and  pub- 
licly Dumed.  The  duke,  however  reluctant,  was  compdlea  to 
issue  this  dreadful  order,  which,  however,  the  officers  who  re- 
ceived it  were  in  no  haste  to  execute ;  so  that  while  the  fire  was 
kindling,  and  the  two  ladi^  who  now  began  to  despair  of  thor 
deliverance,  were  approaching  the  place  of  execution,  the  kni^ 
appeared  ;  and,  ridm^  up  to  the  dukes,  whom  he  tauntio^y  remi- 
manded  for  his  "  unkmdness"  in  wishing  ^to  make  roast  of  ladies 
bright,'*  procured  their  immediate  liberty.  He  then  retired  witii 
them  to  oe  armed. 

And  richely  they  gan  him  schrede,* 
With  helm  and  pkte  and  worthy  weed; 

His  *tire  it  was  full  gay. 
And  when  he  was  on  his  steed, 
That  God  Almighty  should  him  speed 
Many  man  bade  that  day, 

i  A  similar  incident  ocean  in  Sir  Tristram,  whom  King  Mark  disco- 
vera  lying  by  Ysonde,  with  a  drawn  sword  between  them ;  vpoa  whkh 
he  remarks: 

"  6if  they  weren  in  sinne, 
Nought  so  they  no  lay:*' 
See  also  Sir  W.  Scott's  note  on  the  passage,  p.  325.  The  idea  is  of  Orieaiil 
origin,  and  a  like  scene  will  occor  to  every  one  who  remembers  (and  wiM 
does  not?)  the  tale  of  Aladdin.  «  Shioud,  1.  e.  dress. 
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Aud  as  he  rode  out  of  the  toim, 

A  voice  there  come  fro  heaven  adown, 

That  no  roan  heard  but  he: 
And  said, ''  Kniffht!  Syr  Amylion! 
Qod,  that  sulTred  passion, 
Sent  thee  word  oy  me ! 
Oif  thou  this  battle  underfong, 
Thou  shalt  have  aventures  strong, 

Within  these  jeares  three ; 
Ere  then  the  three  years  ben  agone, 
A  fouler  man  was  never  none, 
Gertes,  than  thou  shalt  be. 
But,  for  thou  art  hend  aud  free, 
Jesu  thee  sent  word  by  me 

To  wame  thee  anon : 
A  more  wrethe  than  thou  shalt  be. 
In  care,  in  sorrow,  and  poverty, 
Was  never  roan  w^orse  begone. 
In  all  thy  loudo  good  and  hende 
They  that  are  thy  beste  friende. 

Shall  be  thy  moste  foen: 
And  thy  wife,  and  all  thy  kin, 
Shall  shun  the  stead  that  thou  art  in,  t 

And  forsake  thee  everihoon." 
The  hende  knight  stood  stiU  as  stone, 
And  heard  these  wordes  everichon, 

That  were  so  hard  and  grylle:* 
He  wist  not  what  was  best  to  don ; 
To  flie,  or  to  battcU  gon  ; 
*      In  heart  he  liked  111! 
He  thought,  '^  If  I  be  known  by  name, 
Then  shsul  my  brother  go  to  shame ; 

With  spite  they  wil  him  spill ! 
Certes,"  he  said,  **  for  dread  of  care, 
To  save  my  truth  I  will  not  spare ! 
Let  God  do  aU  his  will!" 
Having  formed  this  generous  resolution,  he  spurred  forward  to 
the  lists:  and,  having  sworn,  in  apparent  contradiction  to  the 
steward's  allegation,  ''that  he  had  never  received  any  favours 
from  Bclisante,**  b^n  the  mortal  combat;  in  which,  after  re- 
ceiving a  dangerous  wound  in  the  shoulder,  he  at  length  pierced 
his  adversary  to  the  heart,  and,  having  cut  off  hia  head,  presented 
it  to  the  duke  as  an  undeniable  proof  of  his  daughter's  innocence. 
The  delighted  father  rewarded  him  on  the  spot,  by  promising 
him,  before  all  his  barons,  the  possession  of  her  hand,  and  the 
succession  to  the  kingdom;  and  the  supposed  Sir  Amys,  now 

1  Sharp. 
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become  the  universal  favourite,  made  a  trium^aBit  entry  into  the 
palace,  where  the  best  leeches  that  Italy  could  afford  were  sum- 
moned to  dress  his  wounds.  Their  re|>ort  was  favourable ;  and 
though  his  shoulder,  in  spite  of  their  skill,  continued  to  give  him 
pain,  he  was  soon  enabled  to  take  his  leave  of  the  ladies,  and  to 
undertake  his  journey  to  rejoin  Sir  Amys,  who  had  daily  visited 
the  appointed  spot  in  the  forest  in  hopes  of  meeting  him.  The 
loyof  both  was,  as  may  be  supposed,  excessive.  Sir  Amys,  on 
Jiis  return,  was  publicly  married  to  the  fidr  Belisante;  and  the 
death  of  the  duke  and  of  the  duchess,  shortly  after,  put  him  in 
possession  of  his  inheritance^  and  placed  him  voofi^Bb  the  most 
powerful  nrinces  of  Italy.  To  complete  his  happiness,  he  be- 
came, in  the  first  two  years  of  his  marriage,  tte  fsdher  of  two 
beautiful  children;  and  his  mistress,  perfectly  oared  of  that 
petulance  and  vivacity  of  character  which  had  occasioned  so  much 
guilt  and  misery,  became  tho  gentlest  and  meet  affectionate  of 
wives. 

We  must  now  return  to  Sir  Amylion,  who,  having  once  more 
resumed  his  own  character,  returned  to  his  castle,  glowing  with 
delight  at  having  established  for  ever  the  fortunes  and  happiness 
of  his  friend ;  but  occasionally  reflecting  with  some  uneasine^  on 
the  mysterious  threatenings  of  the  angd.  But  evexj  melancholy 
reflection  was  lost  in  the  pleasure  of  revisiting  his  wife,  whom  hie 
loved  with  the  most  ardent  fondness.  At  mght,  of  course,  the 
sword  was  forgotten,  and  the  lady  was  mudi  pleased  at  the  omis- 
sion; but  ^e  could  not  forbear  from  inquiring  why  he  had 
thought  fit  during  a  whole  fortnight,  to  persevere  in  a  ceremony 
which  she  was  disposed  to  think  very  foolish  and  unnecessary. 
Amylion,  to  whom  this  information  was  quite  new,  and  to  whom 
it  afforded  an  equivocal  proof  of  his  friend^s  delicate  sense  of 
honour,  had  no  answer  ready ;  and,  without  considering  the  pos- 
sible inconvenience  of  such  a  confession,  frankly  told  her  the 
whole  story.  The  lady  received  it  witii  indignation  and  di^ust. 
She  disdained  to  reproach  him  with  having  placed  her,  without 
her  knowledge  or  consent,  in  a  most  awkwara  predicament  with 
Sir  Amys,  but  vented  her  fury  on  the  rest  of  his  conduct ;  londly 
declaring  that  his  friend  had  deserved  to  die;  that  his  profligate 
mistress  merited  the  severest  punishment ;  and  that  the  stevrard, 
whom  he  had  cruelly  slain,  was  the  only  person  for  whom,  she 
felt  esteem  or  regret.  In  vain  did  Sir  Amjlion  attempt  to  pacify 
her,  or  to  exculpate  himsdf.  Every  hour  added  to  her  rage, 
whidi  settled  into  the  most  mortal  aversion ;  and  this,  it  may  be 
supposed,  was  not  diminished  by  the  effect  of  a  hideoiui  leprosyi 
which,  as  the  angel  had  foretold,  rendered  him  an  ol^ect  of  loath- 
iggto  all  his  acquaintance.  Even  his  nmuals  were  mnriDing  to 
serve  him,  and  were  encouraged  in  their  diBObedienoe  by  ^ezr 
mistress. 
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And  on  a  ik,j  she  gan  him  oall, 
And  said,  '<It  b  bo  befall, 
For  sothe  I  tell  it  the^ 
It  is  great  spite  to  us  all. 
That  thou  hast  been  so  long  in  all : 

My  kin  ia  wrath  with  me!" 
The  knight  went,  and  said  her  till, 
''Dame,  £>  me  tnere  is  thy  wiU, 

That  no  man  mo  mo  see! 
Of  no  more  good  I  thee  pray, 
But  o  meal's  meat  a  day 
For  Sainte  Charity.'* 
Sir  Amylion  was  now  banished  from  his  oastle  to  a  small  hovel, 
which  his  ¥rife  caused  to  be  built  at  about  half  a  mile  from  the 
gate,  and  to  which  he  was  attended  only  by  a  page  of  twelve  yean 
old,  called  Child  Oneys,the  son  of  a  distant  relation,  who  devoted 
himself  to  the  service  ,of  a  master  abandoned  by  all  tiie  world,  and 
inviolably  preserved  for  a  wretched  outcast,  the  love  and  veneiar 
tion  which  he  had  sworn  to  Sir  Amylion  when  regarded  as  the 
pride  and  pattern  of  chivalry.  For  a  time  the  miwrable  couple 
were  supphed  with  a  daily  meaL  which  Child  Oneys  fetched  from 
the  castle ;  but  at  length  the  lady  became  tired  of  this  libttrality| 
and  refhsed  to  contribute  any  longer  to  the  support  of  a  husband 
whom  heaven,  as  she  said,  had  marked  with  its  most  signal  ven- 
ffeanoe,  and  towards  whom  every  charity  was  criminaL  It  naw 
became  necessary  to  procure  their  food  from  a  distant  town ;  and 
the  feeble  knight,  unable  to  stru^le  with  this  &tiffue,  prt^KXwd 
to  quit  the  country  altogether,  if  his  wife  would  enahle  hun  to  do 
so  by  sending  him  an  ass  on  which  he  could  ride.  She  sent  him 
two ;  and  with  these  they  departed,  and,  wandering  frt>m  town  to 
town,  obtained  a  scanty  subsistance  by  begging,  till  a  grievous 
&mine  deprived  them  even  of  this  poor  supply.  Sir  AmyliGQ 
still  DOBsessed  his  golden  cup;  but  from  this  ne  had  sworn  that 
death  alone  should  separate  mm;  he  therefore  sold  the  two  aasea 
and  continued  his  pugrimage,  Child  Oneys  canrying  him  witin 
infinite  labour  on  his  back,  tUl  they  could  procure  a  smaU  cart  for 
his  conveyance. 

Then  crouded^  the  child  Sir  Amylioun, 
In  all  the  country,  up  and  down^ 

As  ye  m&y  understonde. 
Till  he  com  to  a  chepinff '  town, 
There  Sir  Amys,  the  bold  baroun. 
Was  duke  and  lord  in  londe. 
The  three  years  of  punishment  predicted  by  the  angd  were: 
elapsed;  and  the  wretched  knight,  an  object  of  horror  to  his. 

>  Carted.  sMariut. 
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whole  species,  and  only  enabled  by  the  utmost  efforts  of  fak 
almost  naked  attendant  to  protract  his  existence  in  pain  and  sidL- 
ness,  and  under  every  species  of  privation,  appeared  to  haTs 
exhausted  to  the  last  drop  the  cup  of  human  calamity.  VThile 
he  sought,  as  a  pauper,  the  gate  of  his  noble  friend,  which  was 
already  crowded  with  mendicants,  he  strictly  enjoined  Onejs  to 
conceal  his  name  and  rank ;  and  the  youth  in  obedience  to  his 
orders,  having  wheeled  him  to  the  edge  of  the  moat  which  sur- 
rounded the  castle,  stood  over  him,  cold,  hungry,  and  naked, 
expecting  with  patience  a  share  of  the  duke's  charitable  dona- 
tion. 

When  they  heard  the  sound  of  the  trumpets  which  summoned 
the  guests  to  table,  and  the  shouts  of  laughter  which  filled  the 
ball,  they  felt  more  keenly  than  ever  the  excess  of  their  miseij. 
At  length  a  knight,  accompanied  by  a  serjeant^  issued  from  the 

Ste,  and  accidentally  cast  his  eyes  on  the  two  wanderers.  Keier 
d  he  witnessed  sudi  a  disgusting  object  as  the  leper,  whoee  body 
seemed  to  be  covered  with  one  fetid  sore ;  never  had  he  behdd 
such  manly  beauty  as  in  the  youthful  Oneya.  He  approached 
him;  courteously  inquired  into  his  occupation;  heard  with  infi- 
nite surprise  that  he  was  servant  to  the  lazar  in  the  cart;  proposed 
to  him  to  quit  this  degrading  employment  for  the  offioe  of  page  in 
the  duke's  court ;  and  was  still  more  astonished  at  receiving  a 
dvil  but  firm  refusal  of  this  inviting  offer.  Virtue  so  disintererted 
was  naturally  construed  by  the  courtier  into  madness.  He  re- 
turned into  the  hall,  and,  laughing  heartily  at  the  jest,  nJatod 
the  anecdote  to  Sir  Amys,  who,  looking  on  him  with  a  smik  of 
contempt,  replied,  that  such  a  youth  deserved,  and  should  pre- 
sently receive,  an  adequate  rewara :  in  the  mean  time  he  called  a 
squire,  and,  filling  his  golden  cup  with  wine,  directed  that  he 
should  carry  that  to  the  lazar  a^  the  gate,  and  to  his  naked 
attendant. 

The  squire,  havinff  executed  the  order,  was  amazed  at  seeing  the 
leper  draw  from  under  his  sorry  bed  a  second  cup.  exactly  resem- 
bling that  which  he  had  brought.  He  surveyed  ihera  with  the 
most  minute  attention  ;  and,  bein^  unable  to  discover  the  sligfatest 
difference,  hastened  with  this  intelligence  to  the  duke.  Sir  Amjs 
now  started  from  his  seat,  and  exclaiming  that  the  pretended  l^er 
must  have  robbed  his  brother  Amylion,  vowed  to  sacrifice  the 
wretch  to  his  just  resentment;  and,  mshinff  out  of  the  hall, 
instantly  seized  the  supposed  culprit,  drenched  him  in  the  msmi^ 
rolled  him  on  the  ground,  trampled  him  unda:  foot,  and  bad  raised 
his  sword  to  put  an  end  to  ms  life,  when  Child  Oneys,  starting 
from  the  crowd  of  trembling  spectators,  suddenly  canght  the 
assailant  in  his  arms;  held  him  with  a  vigour  which  he  was 
unable  to  resist;  and,  reproaching  him  with  his  cruelty  towards 
the  preserver  of  his  life  and  honour,  exclaimed. 
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•He  ia  thy  brother,  Sir  Amylion, 

That  whilom  was  a  noble  Wou, 
Both  to  ride  and  go : 

And  now  with  sorrow  is  driven  adown ! 

Now  God.  that  suffered  passion, 
Bring  nim  out  of  his  wo ! 

For  thee,  of  bliss  he  is  bare, 

And  thou  yieldest'  him  aU  with  care. 
And  breakest  his  bones  a-two ! 

That  he  halp  at  thy  need 

Well  enow  acquittest  thou  his  meed! 
Alas!  why  rarest  thou  so?" 
Sir  Amys  heard  these  words  with  the  deepest  contrition.  He 
beheld,  on  the  shoulder  of  the  leper,  the  deep  scar  remaining  from 
the  wound  inflicted  by  the  steward ;  and,  instantly  recognismg  his 
brother,  tenderly  embraced  him,  and  besought  him  to  tbrgive  his 
apparent  ingratitude.  He  then  re-entered  the  hall,  bearing  in  his 
arms  the  wretch  whom  he  had  so  lately  vowed  to  destroy ;  and 
Belisante,  when  apprised  of  the  story,  stifling  at  once  all  emotions 
of  horror  and  disgust,  flew  to  meet  and  kiss  her  bene£eu^r.  From 
this  moment  every  attention  which  affection  could  devise  was 
employed  to  soften  tibo  horrors  of  his  fate ;  and  Sir  Amylion,  long 
accustomed  to  physical  suffering,  endured  without  a  murmur  the 
chastisement  iimicted  by  Providence. 

One  night  as  he  lay  in  his  becL  the  angel  appeared  to  him  in  a 
vision,  and  aecUu«d  to  him  that  ^  if  Sir  Amys,  on  the  festival  of 
the  Nativity,  which  was  fast  approaching,  would  cut  the  throats 
of  his  two  children,  and  anoint  tne  leprous  sores  with  their  blood, 
the  disease,  which  was  incurable  by  aU  other  means,  would  in- 
stantly disappear;*'  and  at  the  same  time  the  same  intelligence 
was  oonveyea  by  the  anselic  messenger  to  Sir  Amys.  A  few 
hours  after  this,  the  friencEs  being  met  as  usual,  Sir  Amylion  could 
not  refrain  from  mentioning  to  his  brother  his  extraordinary 
dream,  to  which,  however,  as  he  had  received  his  former  warning 
when  perfectly  awake,  he  attached  litUe  importance.  Sir  Amys 
kept  Silence ;  but  comparing  his  friend^s  dream  with  his  own,  was 
convinced  tbAt  they  were  a  warning  from  heaven.  The  feelmga  ot 
a  fitther  pleaded  powerful  against  the  sacrifice;  but  religioiL  and 
an  enthusiastic  sense  of  ip^titude  to  his  brother,  pre wled.  It 
was  the  eve  of  the  Nativity,  when  he  had  been  accustomed  to 
spend  the  niffht  in  prayer ;  but  he  now  directed  Belisante  to  pro- 
ceed with  all  the  &mily  to  church,  declaring  that  he  would  stay 
at  home  alone  for  the  purpose  of  attending  on  ^  Amylion.  The 
dudiMi  obeyed,  and  he  was  left  without  witnesses. 

Alone  himself^  withouten  mo, 

To  his  own  chamber  he  gan  go, 
i  Baqiiitest* 
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There  his  children  were; 
And  he  beheld  them  bothe  two, 
How  fair  they  lajn  tocher  tho. 

And  playdMd  both  in  fere. 
Than  said  he, ''  By  Saint  John, 
It  is  great. rewth  yoa  to  don, 

That  Qod  had  bought  so  dear  !** 
His  knife  he  had  draw^i  thai  tide; 
For  sorrow  he  stood  hem  beatde^ 

And  wept  with  rewly  oheer. 
And  whoi  he  had  wept  there  he  stood. 
Anon  he  turned  again  his  mood, 

Withouten  more  delay. 
^  My  brother,  that  was  true  and  good. 
For  me  he  died  his  own&  bloody 

To  saaFe  my  lift  <me  daj. 
Why  should  I,  then,  my  ohildren  span^ 
T&boMg  mylnt>th«r  out  of  oaie  I 

Oeit^  he  said,  nay! 
My  brother  to  helpen  at  this  need 
Jesn  give  me  well  to  speed. 

And  Mary  thai  best  mi^l" 
Ko longer  he  ne  stente  ne  stood; 
He  drew  his  knile  witii  dnuy^  mood, 

His  ohildren  he  bent'  tiho; 
And,  for  he  would  not  spill  her  Uood,. . 
On  a  basyn  &ir-aod  flood 

The  thvoete  be  oam  a-two^ 

Be  then  cazefiilly  renkeed  the  children  in  be^iJirew  the  Qbthei 
Oter  them,  locked  tiioi  door,  and.ooncealed  the  key. 

To  his  brother  he  wonie  than. 
And  said  to  the  careful  man, 
Such  time  as  Ood  was  born, 
"T  have  thiee  brought  my  ohildiea's  biooiS; 
I  hope  it  dndl  do  thee  goocL 
As  the  angel  ssid  befern.^ 
'^Brotiier!'*  Sir  Amylion  am  say. 
Hast  thou  slain  thy  cfasl^en  tway  f 

Alas!  why  didst  tbon  so?**^ 
He  wept^  and  said,  **  W^  awvff 
"  I  had  never,  till  doomesday, 

Hlive  lain  in  sorrow  and  wo!** 
"•Brodicr,'*  said  ffir'An^«^be  stall    . 
God  may,  when  it  is  his  will, 

^  SorrowfuL  '  Seized. 
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Bond  me  childx«n  mo : 
For  me,  of  bliss  thou  art  baie ! 
Y-wiss,  my  life  I  iroald  not  roaxe 

To  bring  thee  now  therfiro. 
With  these  words,  he  anointed  Sir  Amylion  wi^  tiie  blood, 
^aiftoed  him  in  his  bed,  directed  him  to  go  to  sleep  in  the  fiill  con- 
vdenee  of  ezperieneing  the  meroy  of  heaven,  and  repaired  to  (^pel, 
where,  confessing  his  crime  before  the  altar,  he  humbly  in^cnred 
his  Redeemer  and  the  Uessed  Virgin  to  intercede  for  a  mnroerer, 
^liioBe  guilt  had  been  prodnced  by  motives  of  the  sincerest  piety. 
Belisante  had  no  sooner  finished  her  devotions  than  die  hastened 
to  bdiold  and  embrace  her  children ;  but  her  attendants,  having 
vainly  soaght  for  the  key,  returned  with  an  air  of  alnm,  tuid 
reported  that  it  was  no  where  to  be  found.  Sir  Aniys  sternly 
oi«Lered  them  to  depart,  and,  bemg  left  alone  with  his  wife,  com- 
municated to  her,  with  mucn  agitation,  the  dreadful  scene  which 
had  taken  place  during  her  absence.  The  wretched  mother  fainted 
in  his  arms,  and  appeared  for  some  time,  as  lifeless  as  her  children ; 
but,  on  her  recovery,  reading  in  her  husband's  oountenance  the 
agony  of  his  heart,  She  suddenly  resumed  her  courage,  and  exerted 
hersdf  to  soothe  and  console  mm,  adding  to  the  argument,  which 
he  had  already  used  to  Sir  Amylion, 

''And  gif  it  were  at  mv  heart'  root, 

For  to  bring  thy  brother  boot, 
My  life  should  I  not  spare ! 

There  shall  no  man  our  children  sene ; 

For  to-morrow  they  shall  buried  ben. 
As  they  fairly  d^  were." 
She  then  hurried  him  to  the  chamber  of  the  leper;  whom  they 
found  miraculously  restored  to  his  former  health;  and  having 
humbly  adored  the  inscrutable  wisdom  of  Providence,  they  thou^t 
their  minds  sufficiently  tranquil  to  contemplate  witn  pious  resig- 
nation the  frightful  sacrifice  by  which  they  had  purdiased  their 
friend's  recovery.  They  entered  the  &tal  room;  involimtarily 
shuddered  as  they  approached  the  bed ;  and  beheld  the  children 
just  awakened  from  a  refreshing  sleep,  and  sporting  together,  ut- 
terly unconscious  of  the  pangs  which  they  had  cost  their  anxious 
parents,  and  unable  to  account  for  the  flood  of  silent  tears  which 
feU  upon  them  from  the  eyes  of  Sir  Amys,  while  he  pressed  them 
alternately  to  his  heart,  and  transferred  them  to  the  embraces  of 
the  weeping  Bdisante. 

The  author,  true  to  the  principles  of  romance,  has  thought  fit  to 
hurry  us  from  this  striking  picture  to  a  series  of  event^  which  are 
not  at  all  interesting,  but  which  he  thought  necessury  for  the 
purpose  of  duly  rewarding  the  virtue  of  Child  Oneys.  The  reader 
will  remember  that  the  ^e  of  Amylion  had  increased,  by  all  the 
means  in  her  power,  the  sufferings  of  her  husband;  that  she  had 
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hisensibly  poesessed  henelf  of  all  hiB  inheritanoe;  and  tliat  Sir 
AmvB.  as  her  suzerain,  could  not  justly  suffer  her  to  retain  a  great 
feudal  lordship  and  a  castellated  mansion.  On  the  other  hand, 
Sir  Amylion,  now  in  full  health,  had  little  to  do;  and  Child  Oneys 
was  of  an  a^  to  enter  on  the  career  of  chivalry.  Sir  Amys  there- 
fore coUectiMi  a  body  of  his  vassals,  and  began  his  march,  aooom- 
panied  by  Sir  Amyuon  and  Oneys,  to  recover  the  fiel  The  ex- 
ploit was  not  difficult  The  hdj  had  thought  fit  to  select  a  new 
husband,  and  was  actually  celebrating  the  bridal  feast  when  the 
troops  entered  the  hall.  The  guests,  who  were  numerous  hot 
unarmed,  dispersed  in  all  directions^  and  escaped  as  well  as  they 
could ;  the  laay  was  seized,  and  kept  in  durance  for  the  rest  of  ha 
life ;  Sir  Amylion  formally  re-entered  into  possession  of  his  estates^ 
and,  having  summoned  all  his  vassals,  caused  them  to  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  Child  Oneys.  He  then  returned  with  & 
Amys,  whom  he  never  more  quitted ;  and  the  two  brothers,  after 
many  years  of  happiness,  passed  the  decline  of  life  in  founding  and 
endowing  an  abbey,  and  in  other  acts  of  charity  and  devotion. 

Both  on  o^  day  they  beth  dead, 
And  in  o  grave  they  weren  laid. 

These  hende  knightes  both  two: 
And,  for  her*  truth,  and  her  goodhede,* 
The  bliss  of  heaven  they  had  to  mede, 

That  lastcth  ever  mo. 

'  One.  *  Their.  *  Goodness. 


THE  ENP. 


morm  n  t.  r.  bamuson,  tr.  vAimif 's  uxnUf 
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HIS  COJtPLHTK  CATALOCUB  OP  NBW  BOOKS  AND  RBIIAUTDJUS,  IH  100  PAGBS.  MAT  BB 
HAD  OBATIS. 

V  AU  the  Bookt  adverdttd  in  tke  prmnt  OoOaioffm  an  maO^  boarded  in  elea, 
or  bound* 


FIliE  ARTS,  ARCHITECTURB,  SCULPTURE,  PAINTING.  HERALDRY 
ANTIQUITIES,  TOPOGRAPHY,  SPORTING,  PICTORIAL  AND  HIGHLY 
ILLUSTRATED  WORKS,  ETC.  ETC. 

ANGLER'S  SOUVENIR.  ' 

Pe^  9m,  embellished  with  ttpwaidi  of  flO  htutiM  ■urmrliim  m  Sted  br  Baccwin  and 
T^^«*«.«ul  huiidwU  or  enffi^  B«ri«^onay,.SB!?!LS«£ffiaK« 

ARTIST'S  BOOK  OF  FABLES.  ** 

ComptUiiiK  a  Series  of  Origluel  J^bloa,  fflutnMd  I17  M  nqpUMj  beutUtal  Bnmvfaise  on 

BEWICK'S  SELECT  FABLES, 

Wltlia.Mcmoh-^torgy  poper,  wyoj  9fo,  with  eeter^  Portmlts  of  Bewkk.  and  omnadi  of  8M 
BngmiDge  on  VToA,  origfaial  impraa&ii^  (pob.  at  R  U),  bds.,  13».  i7MMH<{?lSo 

BOOK    OF    COSTUME, 

From  the  evlleet  period  to  the  imeent  time.   UpwardeofaoObenitlAilEngxsdafi  onWood.bv 
LisMH.    9fo(puV  at  It  1*.).  gilt  cloth,  gfltailieMOfcJd.  »«w«is«  on  wo«^ 

BOOK  OF  OEMS,  OR  THE  POETS  AND  ARTISTS  OF  CREAT  BRITAIN, 
i  volhSfo.  ISO  e»|ablte  Line  EncTavliiga  after  Tubbbb.  Bobikovob,  LAVBaBsa,  BoBBhTi, 
MobBBAST,  Ac.  Ac. ;  aUo  Bumexoua  Auto^Bphs  (pnb.  at  4t  14c  W.)  Cloth  ckfantly  gUt,  SL  U^ 
orm  Bwroeeo^  3<.  S«. 

BOOK     OF     GEMS:    OR,    THE    MODERN    POETS    AND   ARTISTS    OF 

QBBAT  BRITAIN.  9n.  M  eiqulattely  beantifU  line  BagimTinn  after  T ^ 

Acftc  (pob. at  ll.Il«.6iL), cloth, desaatlj gilt, Ite.;  or matocooTllle. 


BOOK  OF  RAPHAEL'S  CARTOONS,  BY  CATTERMOLE. 

Sro.  With  an  exqnieite  Portrait  of  Kaphad,  a  View  of  Hampton  Coort,  and  ae««  foj  Ughbr. 
tnUhed  Steel  En^vlngi  of  the  eeletavrted  Cartooiu  at  Hampton  Cout  (pnh.  at  Ue.),  cfath,  ^t, 

BOOK  OF  SHAKSPEARE  GEMS. 

AteiMof  LandMBpe  lUBetratlons  of  the  noat  Intcnatfaw  loealltiaa  of  ShahapMnfs  Dnmai; 
vltfa  HIatoricBl  and  DeMrtpttro  Aeeoonta,  \ff  Wasbibotob  Ibtiii^  Jbssb,  W.  Howm, 
WoB»BwoBtB.  iBoua,  Bttd  othon.  8f0k  utth  «  UgU^-tnlBhad  Steel  B^pwflngM,  (pah.  at 
lLll«.Cd.),Kat  doth.  14c  ^IB» 

BROCKEDON'S  PASSES  OF  THE  ALPS. 

9vd8^metoa4to.CoBtafaitawlMbeMtlAdBNPMtrt^  (P«b. «t lOL Mc la boarli») hdl^beimd 
naiQCOO,  gttt  edge^  SL 18*.  od. }  18M 
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BRITTON'S  CATHEDRAL  CHURCH  OF  UNCOLN,   ^     ,        ,        ^ 


BULWER'S  PILCRIM$  OF  THE  RHINE. 

(t«b.«tlLtU.M.).elMlrCBt.  I4«. 
CARTER'S  ANCIENT  ARCHITECTURE  OF  ENGLAND.        ,„^^ ,  _ 

SSS.   MIW  by  JoiKSmwTOH.  B.n.   Boy«l  tolto  (pah.  tt  llL ».),  half-teoiA  w*m 

4i.u.  ^' 

CARTER'S    ANCIENT    SCULPTURE    AND  PAINTING  NOW  REMAINING 

IN  KNOLAND^  from  the  SS  Period  to  the  IW«  of  He«T  VIll.    With  llliti»lef»J 

wtSgdd  (puhVtt  Ul.  l&c.).  iMlf-hoimd  morooeo^  81. 8«.  »» 

CARTER'S  GOTHIC  ARCHITECTURE,  ^^  4«j..-«»ifci^  r«b. 

«ttl.tfc).lMdf  morocco,  Mi.  "" 

CHAMBERLAINE'S  IMn^ATjONS  OF  DRAWI^^^     m,..^..  ^  .^^  ta* 

a^SlkSo  (pS»!1SsR  Wfc)?^  mofoceo,  gUtaiM,  IW.  lOfc 

JXRooMru»».«t6l.U).helfbooBdmaMecoea«.«.Jfc  W» 

COOKE'S  PICTURB80UE  SCENERY  OF  ^OJNDOHAmmVf^^ 

8t4»k,  and CotMA9.    Koyalito.    l^ooft  (pab.aii{.).Silt clods'- ^- 

CORNWALL.  AN  ILLUSTRATED  ITtNERARY  Of ; ,.    ....      

!>m««S«  by  Cam vicK.    (Kb.  at  16*. ),  balf  bmcocoq,  8*.                                                    MC 
ConwaU  te  andoabtedly  tbe  nuMt  intcrertinf  Cogatj  In  Eni^aad. 
CORONATION  OF  GEORGE  THE  FOURfTH,  _  ^ 

By  Sia  OBomoa  Natiw,  ia  a  Seilei  <rf  abwe  40iMgnl«oeiit  Mvttanof  «b»  |HtiiJ!ltd|» 

dwh  whoirara  pnaract  wMk  btatarleal  an!  daii»ir«»e  leHti».^ina^  aflM  ttto,  (pubT^flniK.) 
hdf-bMPdaMvaem»  lilt  e4ga%  1«L  ttk 

COTMAN'S8EPULCH»?AL  BRASSES  IN  NORF?*-*^  AND  ^UFFOUC,     

uWl)M!ii|itl«M,*e..brI>AVBdir^«ii«».«ir  S-JNTatcn.  Ac,  J73/tela».  ^    iiiuMpI 
fraatca  aie  nleudidly  iUtfohiatied,  9  v^b.  hnpL  4ld  hiiMe«Bd  moioeco,  gOi  eice^  «L  Oa.       ISH 
The  aam^  luge  iwper,  taaperiak  f0U%  hitf  iwiiDcaaiflilted|«%  8L  %. 

COTMAN^  €TCHIN08  OF  MCHrFECTIMAL  REWMN8 

iBfWioiiaCoiititlet  In  EntlBBa^wfth  Letter.MCM  X>eacrtptl6«*  oyRic«im.  8  vota. 
Mio,  containing  S40  highly  tplrited  Btehing%  lp«b.  at  Ml.),  ha!f  tnorocoob  91, 8s. 

(Y  i|NO  ANTV^umes, 

kwMtfen*  on  ihalanwl  ■B>1»rflfce4wfc» 
'^^  ^-   ,»  f 6h.  in  »Siilia«t  ftllii^  (jit  ■» 


OANIELL'S  ORIENTAL  SCENERY, 
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DANIELL'S  ANIMATED  NATUMC, 

Biliirn0«VM4«eI>eUii«Ntawor  tlM  iHMk  intamCiBf  9a^KU  tnmMBnmlbmnt  Natanl 
B1MM7.  m  £B(imtiiin  «ith.Leueiwpn«  nwiiSMi^af^— U  «iUo»  (rali. «t lILlte.). 
kalf  Boraeco^  (unUtnm  with  Uie  Orioittl  Semuf),  9L  99, 


of  To«T 
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DON  QUIXOTE,  PICTORIAL  BDITION. 

Timriitrt  ly  JAmTi«.  miMly  lefJMiL    Wi^  ntphwii  w%lail  MbmoIt  af  Canwrtw. 

iomjMMot/h^ai^  l«a«r  and  bMMifel  ta«|e  Otu,  kjr  Aa«Kso9«.  nov  ftnt  a3dcd. 
nval  SVQk  (pab.  atSLMt.).  dMh  ill^  11.  fli. 

lOVrr  AND  THE  PVIIAMIDS.->OOL.  VYfffS  -tMIEAT  WORK  Oil  THE 
PTftAMUM  or  emSH.  with  •&  Appeadb.  bj  J.  S.  Pbrbiso,  Bso,  on  th«  ProwUs  at 
AhoQ  Bottdi,  tb*  VajroQin,  fte.fta  Sv«la.  imperial  8?a^  with  IS  PImm,  HA>y:«^^  {«  HAauu 
(p^.at4L4*.),cMh,«.lk  isi^i 

ECYPT.-PERRINC'S  FIFTY-EIGHT  LARGE  VIEWS  AND  ILLUSTRATIONS 
OF  THE  PYRAMIDS  OP  GIKBH.  ABOU  ROASH.  Ac  Drawn  ftom  aetaal  Swvar  aad 
AdaeaanreaMBt.  WHk  Nataa  and  Hi^wiifii  to  CaL  Yjraa'i  naat  Woik.  aUo  to  niaaii,  tKa 
giaat  Amah  Woriian  Bgnt.  Baicllhil.  Bclaoal,  Bvekhaait,  SfiGafdaer  Wllkiaaem  Umt,  and 
othen.  SPana.  elephant  folio,  the  eiie  of  the  neat  French  ''Bippta*  (pdbw  at  tttJU),  te 
f^tadwnppan^8l.St.;half.hoiiiidinorooeo,4l.I4a.ftL  IMS 

FLAXMAN'S  HOMER. 

8evettt7*flve  beautiAil  Compnaltlona  to  the  Iuab  and  Qnaaar.  eagrvitd  under  FuxMia'a 
laapeciionp^Pxmou,UoBBa,aBdBi.aas.   3iola.ohUu^MiD  (pab.atM.te},hda,2<.3k    ISA 

FLAXMAN'S  ^SCHYLUS, 

1hin7-«U  beanltfhl  C«Mpoiltkna*aiik  OUm«Mlo  (prii.  at  tt.  lOia  6i.), Ma,  IL  U  UN 

FLAXMAN'S  HESIOD. 

Thiitr-eerenbaMilhlCompoaltlo&aAm.  OIlMiftllo  Cpiah.t3LMi.«d.).bdfc.U.Sa.        WJ 
•*  Flazman't  uneqnallrd  Compoalttoiia  ftoae  HaaMr,  ^Baehf  lBa,and  Healod.  have  keiyhaen  the 
admiration  of  Burope;  of  their  eim^idtjr  and  heanty  the  pen  ia  quite  incapable  of  oonToriitK  n 
adeqaete  imprcMlan.  — Jir  Tk^mm  lawraiw. 

FLAXMAN'S  ACf  S  OF  MERCY. 

A  Scriea  of  Eight  Coispoaitiou,  la  the  mamier  of  Andcnt  Sealptore,  cngimred  In  ImHalloB  of  f  h« 
original  Smwfiig^  by  PrC.L»wia.    Oblong  Mlo  (pnb.  at U.2SL).hal^anduonM9oo,16i.    18S1 

CELL  AND  CANDY'S  POMPEIANA  ; 

Or,  the  TopocraphT,  EdiAcet,  and  OraamoiU  of  Pompdi.  OitelnalSeric^  oontitolng  tl 
of  the  Bxemtkna  pverloaa  to  WI9.  S  vol*.  nyalSfo.  bat  adOni.  wtth  nwaida  of  TOO 
line  EugraTinga  by  Ooobai.Xv  Coobx,  UaATO,  Pti,  Ac,  (p«b.au  7L  ^lu),  MMd%  SCSii 

GOETHE'S  FAUST,  ILLUSTRATED  BY  RETZSCH. 

In  3ft.beantiful  OatUnas.   JBoral  4to  (pub.  at  XL  U.),  i^t  cloth,  20*.  Oct. 

GOODWIN'S  DOMESTIC  AACHITSCmiflE. 

A  Seriea  of  New  Designs  for  Mansions,  Villaa,  Bectory-Hooses,  Farsonage-Hooaaa ;  Baillflra 
G«dcn«fa.  Oaawkaepai's.jmd  Park^Oate  Lodgaa;  Cattwie  and  other  RaiMaiiaes,  latheOredn 
Italian,  and  Old  English  Stylo  of  Axehlteetora:  aithlSallniatas.  S  wda.  mr^  «o,  M  Flatea 
(paTHlfri.  U.),  dotiu  SL  lOs.  Od. 

GRINDLAY'S  (CAPT.)  VIEWS  IN  INDIA.  oSfiCNEftY,  COSTUME,  AND 
ABCHlTBCTUUBt  ahiaftfoa  the  Waatem  Side- of  India.   Atlaa4io.   ConsiMtag  of  M  moat 
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beaatUkilly  eolonred  Plales.  hlifUyM^MMd,  to  imkaUDO. of  OflMriiags}  with  i)eecdptiw  Letter- 
prcBS.    (Pab.  at  lSL12f.),halAonnd  morocco,  gilt  edgaeb'SL  OS.  ISM 

Thia  la  paihapa  thaaoat  eiqnfadtdy-eolanwd  volwac  oUandsgegee  aver  pndnotd. 

HAMBAAVS  ILLUSTRATED  BOOK  Of  AROHBMY. 

the  oemplate  nietor/  and  Prnedce  of  the  Art;  JnlatiyMitfl  with  miuiaiOM  limndatint 
g  a  complete  Mannal  for  the  Bowman.  8to.  IIlnBtMlodtTMbeandMlLlMSagwthfL 
iely  Onished,  by  Baou»BABT,  FoavavBT,  Ac  after  Oesigna  by  STsrmanovr,  (aab.  at 

«dO.  got  cloth,  Wod. 

HEATH'S  CARICATURE  SCRAP  BOOK, 
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and  other  eminent  '^— '- 
TUa  clever  and 
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HOGARTH'S  WORKS  ENGRAVED  BY  HIMSELF. 

us flaa nam  (faiclttdiiig tiM two vdl-known "•umcmd  FlalM*), with  eUbtvtfe  Lctto-i 
BcKriptiaii^  by  J.  NxcKOM.  Atlu  folio  (nth.  at  ML),  hidf-boimd  Boneea^  giU  huk  nd  ei 
witk  •  Moct  pocket  for  wtppwMed  pli^M,  7<>7«. 

HOLBEIN'S  COURT  OF  HENRY  THE  EIGHTH. 

A  Series  of  80  exqaisitdjrbeantlAil  Poitialte,  cnnaTed  W  B&B*oi.oosZ(C«orBB,  aid  otk 
iinitadonof  theorisfaierDrawiMpreMrved  lothe  Bofd  CoUe^ioo  at  Wliidiorivith  Hia 
and  Blonaphical  Lctter-Mees  Sj  BsiiiniP  Loaaa,  Ea«.  PoUlifaad  br  Joma  CMAanaaj 
X]iipaiiir4to  (pob.  at  Ul.  Ui;).  hal^boa>d  moraeoQ,  foU  litt  hoflk  nd  «^ 

HOFLANiyS  BRITISH  ANGLER'S  MANUAL:  Edited ^ BmrABS  Jh 

Or,  the  Art  of  AngllBg  In  Bngland,  Bwrtlan^  Wales. aad  Irdaad;  tocladfay  a  FlaeBtai 

of  the  princ^  RlTon.  Lakei.  and  Treat  Streanu;  widi  Initraettaaa  in  Fir  TisaliiB,  1 
and  Aaglbur  of  everr  Deacr  ptloo.  With  npwaida  of  tt  eignidte  Ptatea,  maoy  ofwj 
UcUr-ffBlsMd  LandMapas  «n|iafad  on  Steel  thr '-'-  " ^"    ^^^  ^ 

HOPE'S  COSTUME  OF  THE  ANCIENTS. 

lUasHmtad  In  npvardaof  aaubeantlftilly-enKTaTed  P1atea,oaDt  _ 

Oieek,  and  Roman  Habiu  and  Diaaeea.   Svola.ro^0ffakNe« 

Plataa.  boards^  icdueed  to  tL  is. 
HOWARD  (FRANK)  ON  COLOUR, 

As  a  MaAirs  of  Aa^  '   ' 


',  being  an  adapmtion  of  the  Bnerlenee 
[  b7  U  edioaied  nates,  poet  SroTdoth  gQ^  \ 
an  shown  the  grovoid  eoloiiis  in  wUch  the 
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It  is  veiy  valnaUe  to  tha  cannotaeanr,  aa  weU  aa  (he  stndcnt.  In  palMbg  and  i 


HUNTS  EXAMPLES  OF  TUDOR  ARCHITECTURE  ADAPTED  TO  MODERN 

HABITATIONS.   Bofal4tObS7  Flatee.  (pnh.atSLfo.).halfnioraoeobU4s.  ISM 

HUNT'S  DESIGNS  FOR  PARSONAGE-HOUSES,  ALMS-HOUSES,  ETC. 

Ilafal4tOb  SI  Plates,  (pah.  at  iLle.),  half  nMmweok  14s.  IMl 

HUNTS  DESIGNS  FOR  GATE  LOpGES,  GAMEKEEPERS'  COTTAGES,  ETC. 

Bo7al4to,  13  Plates,  (pab.  at  IL  Is.),  half  noroccot  14s.  mi 

HUNTS  ARCHITETTURA  CAMPESTRE; 

OB,  DB8I0NS  FOR  LODGES.  OARDENERB'  HOUSES,  fte,  IM  THE  ITALlA2i  STYLE. 
IS  Plates,  nval  4to,  (pab.  at  XL  Is.),  half  norocco,  14s.  IfC 

ILLUSTRATED  FLY-FISHER'S  TEXT  BOOK. 

A  Coniplcte  Gvlde  to  the  Sdenee  of  TMnt  end  Salmon  Flshinic.   By  Tnornn-es  Sovrra.  Oavr. 

iEn.  Cum,  BAaaisna).  Whh  SS  beantlAil  Bngravings  on  Btad,  after  Patntings  bf  Cooraa. 
rBWTOX,FtUAxsa.LH,aadothen.   Sns  (pub.  at  R  Us.  6rf.),  doth  gOt,  10a.  M.  »• 

ITAUAN  SCHOOL  OF  DESIGN. 

Consisting  of  100  Plates,  chiefly  engrarcd  br  BAnvoi.oBai,  allarthe  origlBal  PteCsBCB  aaiOiawlBB 
of  Gvaacxao,  Micbabl  Ahobm,  Domaicniao,  AnaiaAUi,  Lobotico,  aad  Aooamio  Cs- 
KACcx,  PxBTao  BA  CoavoKA,  CAabo  MAaATTi,  and  othen^  in  the  Coilectlon  of  Har  M^juerf. 
lmp«1al  4to,  (pub.  at  lOL  IOl).  half  moroooo^  gflt  edges,  Si.  Is.  1942 

KNIGHTS  (HENRY  GALLY)  ECCLESIASTICAL  ARCHITECTURE  OF  ITALY, 
PROM  THE  TIME  OF  CON8TANTWE  TO  THE  FIFTEENTH  CBNTURT.  With  M 
Itttrodnetlan  and  Text.  Impoial  foUo.  Ftrst  Series  eontatadng  40bcaatlfol  and  higUr  h^e- 
restlng  Views  of  Eodesfawtleal  BuDdlngB  In  Italj,  several  of  whkb  are  sxpSBsHeb  fllanitnaied  te 


Second  and  Concluding  Series,  containing  41  beaatlfol  and  hIgUrintareatinff  Ylewaof  Ecdesi. 

jtttloal  BuUdfain In  Italy,  ananged  In  Chranologieal Orders  wUhDeeoVtbel -^ *- 

perlal  folks  halr-bonnd  nioToooo,8<,  Is. 


KNIGHTS  (HENRY  GALLY)  SARACENIC  AND  NORMAN  REMAINS. 

To  Illusttate  the  Normans  in  Sldly.    lBip.folio.   SO  large  EaiBa»tng%  Miwaisilng of  Piettwsqae 
Viewi,  Arehltectaial  Remains,  Interiors  and  Exteriors  of  Bafldings,  with  dpeulgUiw  Letur 


Press,  (pub.  at  iL  tej  half  morocco.  SL  ISs.  OdL 
The  ssmau  the  80  Plates  Colonrad  like  Drai 
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copies  are  now  flist  executed  In  thla  espensifa  manner. 

KNIGHTS  PICTORIAL  LONDON. 

8  Tols.  bound  In  S  thick  handsome  Tola.  In^erial  Sto.,  Dlnstrated  hr  SMWoad  BngmtMs,  (pah. 

at  81.  Ss.),  cloth  gUt,  li.  18$,  ^^    ^8fi-*4 

LONDON.-WILKINSON'S  LONDINA  ILLUSTRATA; 

OR.  GRAPHIC  AND  HISTORICAL  ILLUSTRATIONS  of  the  moat  I 
Archlteetaral  Monumenta  af  the  Citr  aad  Suburbs  of  London  and  Wea 
ChurchM  Charitable  Ftoundattoas.  Palaces.  HalK  Cooiti 

ments.  Thsatres,  and  Old  Houses.    S  vola.  impt  4tow  oon 

with  Historical  and Deseriptite  Letter-picssy  (pab. atm Is.),  1 
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LYSONS'  ENVIRONS  OF  LONDON  ; 

BcfBs  n  Hlttorlal  Aeeooiit  of  the  TaymM,  YIllagM  and  Hamleta  in  the  Conntlet  of  8nn«7, 
KAt,  Ehci.  He(t%  cad  MUdleMS,  ft  volk  4tau  Flate^  (pub.  at  lOL  10k).  eloth,  SL  lot. 
ne  Mmei  iHge  pepw,  6  vola.  njtl  4to,  (pub.  at  UL  lU),  cloth,  81.  tc 

MARTIN'S  CIVIL  COSTUME  OF  ENGLAND, 

Fram  the  Conqueit  to  the  Preeent  Period,  fkom  Tnestiy,  M88.,  fte.   Borel  4to,  61  Flatea,  been* 
tiM^UlnialiiatedlBaolduidColoanf^doth.Ra  1S«3 

MEYRICK'S  PAINTED  ILLUSTRATIONS  OF  ANCIENT  ARMS  AND  AR- 
MOUR, aCrltkal  Inqiifay  Into  ijudeot  Annonr  ••  It  exiated  in  Europe,  bat  partleularly  In  Eng- 
land, from  the  Nonnan  Cononeit  to  the  Beignof  Chariea  IL,  with  a  Olowaiy,  &e.  br  Sia  Sahvki. 
Boh  MataicK.  LUD.  F.S.A.,  ke,  new  and  grcntlj  Improved  Edition,  ooneetcd  and  enlaiged 
thionghont  by  the  AnthOT  himaelf,  wHh  the  aiaiatanoe  of  litenoj  and  Anttqnarlan  Friends. 
( AuBBT  Wat.  Ac)  8  vob.  Imperial  4to,  iUnatnted  hy  more  than  100  Plate^  ralendJdlj  Uloml- 
Mited,nioatlv  bi  sold  and  illTer.  exhibitteg  aome  of  the  flneet  Spedmena  ex&t&iv  inEDcIand; 
alaoanewnatcof  theTonnamentof  Loeka  and  Keyi.  (pab.«tm),  half-boond  moracoo,  gilt 
edmlOLlOt.  1M4 

Sir  WALvna  Bcott  Juetlj  deMsrlbea  thia  eoUcetian  aa  "tkb  xscoKrAnABLn  AnMonnT."— 


other  Remaim  of  Oreeian 


MILUNGEN'S  ANCIENT  UNEDITED  MONUMENTS; 

Comprislnir  Painted  Greek  Taeea,  Btatoea,  Bute,  Baa-Bdiefh,  uid . 

Art   18  larn  and  beaotifta  EngntfingL  mo^  oolonEed*  with  Letter-pvcae  DeMriptloni,  Inip*- 

MOSES'  ANTIQUE  VASES,  CANDELABRA,  LAMPS,  TRIPODS,  PATER>E. 
TuaaiL  Tombi,  Maaeoleuma,  Sepoldhral  Chambera,  Ctnerar7  Uma,  Sarcopbaf^Clppi ;  and 
other  Omamenta,  170  Pbuea.  acreral  of  which  are  eoloared,  with  Letter-preaa,  by  Mora,  amaU 
8fo.,(pnb.at8l.8».),etoi5ru.*a.  r  — »    #  ^^^ 

MURPHY'S  ARABIAN  ANTIQUITIES  OF  SPAIN  ^ 

BemeeentinjE,  in  100  ftry  highly  Unlahed  line  EngimTingi,  by  Ln  Kavz,  Fxannir,  LAVDaaan, 
O.XJooKB.  Ac,  the  moat  remarkable  Bematna  al  the  Ajchiteeture;  Sculpture.  Paintinga,  and 
Moealea  of  the  Spaniah  Aiab%  now  exiaiing  In  the  Peninaula,  including  the  manlflceut  Palace 
of  Alhambra;  the  celebrated  Moaqoe  and  Bridge  at  Oordora ;  the  Boyal  Vllln  of  Oheneraliffe :  and 
the Gaaade  Carbon:  accompanied  by  Letterpreae  Oeaeriptiona, in  1  voL atlaa  foUo, original  and 
teiUlant  impieaaiona  of  the  Platee,  (pab.  at  421),  balf  morocco^  VU.  Ha,  1818 

MURPHY'S  ANCIENT  CHURCH  OF  BATALHA,  IN  PORTUGAL, 

Plana,  Elevatkma,  SectkwM.  and  Tlewa  of  the ;  with  ita  Illatory  and  Description,  and  an  Intro- 
dnctoiy  Dlaooune  on  GOTHIC  ABCHITECTURE,  imperial  foUo,  S7  fine  Copper  Flatea,  en- 
graved by  LownT,  (pub.  at  81. 6a.),  half  moioeeo^  8L  8a.  179ft 

NICOLAS'S  (SIR  HARRIS)  HISTORY  OF  THE  ORDERS  OF  KNIGHTHOOD 
OF  THE  BBITI8H  EMPIBiS:  with  en  Account  of  the  MedaU  Croaaea,  and  Claape  which  ha*e 
been  eotttered  te  Naval  and  MQltaiy  8arvleeai  togetherwith  a  Hlatoiy  of  the  Order  of  the 
Guelpha  of  Hanover.  4  voU.  Imperial  Ata,  aplendidly  minted  and  illuatrated  by  nnmerona  fine 
Wooocnta  of  Bedgee,  Croaeea,  CoUara,  8taiikMedal8,Blbbanda,  Claape,  ftc,  and  many  large  Platea, 
mumlnated  In  gold  and  oolonr^  taidading  ftaU-kngth  Portraha  of  Queen  Victoria.  Prince  Albert, 
the  King  of  Henover,  and  the  Dnkea  of  Cambridge  and  Snaaes.  (Pab.  at  142. 14a.), cloth,  with 
maroaxnMeka,fti.lfta.6d.  V  Cam^MafaiSiT 

the  aam^  with  the  Flatea  richly  eoloozed  bnt  not  Olamfaiated,  and  without  the  eztxe 
portnlta, 4 vola. i^4tQ, doth,  W.  lSfc6iL^ 

"Sir  Hanla  Nieolaa  baa  prodneed  the  flnt  eomprehenaive  Hiatony  of  the  Britiah  Ordera  of 
Knighthood:  anditlBaMa/t*e«Ma««ieftora<efyjw<qNved  and«lnidU(p^rt^  tUt  tmi> 

iatmtdfnmtlmpinm.  The  Author  appeaia  to  aa  to  have  neglcctM  no  aonroea  of  information,  and 
to  have  eahanated  them,  aa  flw  aa  regarda  the  geneml  scope  and  purpose  of  the  inqniiy.  The 
Gnphioal  llloatrations  are  such  aa  Geeome  a  work  of  thia  ehancteri  upon  anch  a  subject ;  at,  of 
eoorae,  alavteh  coaL  The  raaoureea  of  the  recently  revived  art  of  wood-engraving  have  beoi 
combined  with  the  new  ext  of  printing  In  colours,  so  aa  to  produce  a  rich  effect,  almost  rivalling 
thatof  tbemonaatlcHlumlBaliona.  Ateft  a  teat  fa  mre  ^jT  a  yiee*  <«  ciwry  ^mtf  UArory.  It  con- 
A_i ... ,  — "^t^  ^  Intereat  extensive  daaaea  of  readera^  and  we  hope  by  our  specimen  to 


NICHOLSON'S  ARCHITECTURE;  ITS  PRINCIPLES  AND  PRACTICE. 

3  voUSvo,  Fourth  Edition,  918  PUtea  by  Lowmt,  (pub. at  U. 8s.),  doth,  iL  I6i.  lUl 

For  daaaleal  ArchHeetne  the  text  book  of  the  PredBaaion,  the  moatusefbl  Guide  to  the  Student, 
and  the  beat  Compendium  ftir  the  Amateor.  An  eminent  Architect  baa  declared  it  to  be  **  not 
only  the  meet  naeftd  book  of  the  kind  ever  pnbliafaed,  but  absolutely  indiapcnaable  to  the  atu- 
dent." 

PICTORIAL  HISTORY  OF  PALESTINE,  THE  HOLY  LAND,  AND  THE  JEWS. 
By  Joan  Kirro.  editor  of  the  Pictorial  Bible.   S  vola.  aaper  royal  8vo,  with  above  800  fine  Wood- 
cute  (pub.  at  12.  Ua.),  doth  gilt,  IL  Is. 
AwotkwUehBoftimQyakimldbewithovt.   It  wm  intereat  the  child,  and  inatract  the  phOe- 
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CATALOOCB  OP  MVW  BdOftB 


Bmnr  on  the  Oilsfii  nf  Tirtr  inff  itnirtb  aililrtiHul 


PICTORIAL  HISTORY  OF  CERMANY  \  _     _  _ 

tSE  6EEAT;  inekMUnr  a cenplat* Bteor of  tte  S«vai  T«h^W».   Bj MamwSm 
niiutntad  br  Asoi^ra  Mkhuu   BoM  8fo  with  alnro  UtWoctela  (prik  M  ll.fta,  « 

gilt.  111. 

PICTORIAL  HISTORY  OF  FRANttE, 

tnm.  the  wtdUlalancQi  of  the  ftmnici  ia  Otal  tftthaydqdqf  iHe  iWw  h  Bwniuliw    BfG.K. 

«i«ood(pab.at«.16«.).ctothsUt.U.5«. 

PICTORIAL  HISTORY  OF  NAPOLSOM. 

^^WM  (p«h.  at  21. 9a},  gUt  oloth,  11.  U. 

PiemillAL  GALLERY  OF  RAC&440iaed. 

OoBtalBhw  Partmta  oTaU  the  WlmdnrHenworthe  Deih^  TTrtii.  ■iifllll  T  Miir  mrtine  iliiil  i 
thetaotThineen  Yean;  anda  Hiitoi7  of^he  pHaefpal  OaeiaHeaeof  the  TSrt^Br  HYtm tn 
(Oeo.  Tattenall,  Eeq.).  Royal  8<o,  oontalning  7&  beentifial  EnfsariBgs  of  Horeee,  after  IHciures 
■7  CfNunn.  HmBBiir%  Ha«coox,  Ai.anr,  te.  Aiw,  ftdl-Iemtth  dancterisOe  Pflrtnit*  d 
celebrated  living  Spoitimen  ("daduof  the  Day")  hj  Saniooa  (pok  «&*(.),  Macittvloch. 
gllt,iat. 

PICTURESQUE  TOUR  OF  THE  RIVER  THAMES^ 

fai  Ite  Weatera  Govne ;  faidatoR  peMlaailBr  BeeeOnUMia  «r  RWhVooC  WhitNii,  at  Bmbmoi 
Coort.  Bj  JoHK  FisBBB  MuBRAT.  IUiut«atad'  bf  II— to  oT  nw  wnf  Hehhp^teMtei  Wood 
BuMHi'higilHr  CXannr  Skitb,  B^Anarox,  LAitmnuLJUiiiTva,  aud  viber  enmeiit  atkta:  te 
«rtilah  are  added  Mtetal  beaatifld  Copper  and  9teA  rlaie  Eagnwian  laf  CoamM  m^  acben. 
One  laigv  handsome  ■Tolanie,ivrBl9n»CP«h.  at  11.  SKj.ftit  cloth,  I0«.6d.  u** 

The  moat  beaatlful  volume  of  Topographical  LIgnograpfas  ever  peeiaced. 

PINELU'S  ETCHINGS  OF  ITAUAN  MPHVNttfCS  AMO  COSTOMC, 
ladadlng  Ma  Candtwd,  Banditti,  tte^  y  glrte%  hnpariij  4to.  hJ>  heimr!  motw<o^  <l»  , 

PRICE  (SIR  tfVCOALE)  ON  THC  PICTURES^E 

In  Soenety  and  Ludseape  Gardening ;  With  aat  Ktur  on  the  Oilgfii  oft 
natter.  Br  Str  Tbovai  Dick  LAinrcB.  Bhrt.  8«d,  with  00'heuiu 
MoHTAOU  Stavut  (ptib.  at  II.  la.),  gilt  doth.  1^  ~        ~  ISC 

PUCIN'S  GLOSSARY  OF  ECCLESIASTICAL  OttNAMCNT  AND  OOSTMIE; 

•ettlng  forth  the  Origfai,  History,  andSigBlllcadan^the  vaHofiis  Bmblems.  Dedee^  and  a«Hkd 
teal  Colomn,  peculiar  to  Chriitian  Dettisn  of  the  Middle  Ages.  Bluatcated  hv  aeacly  89  Tlatca. 
splendidly  printed  in  gold  and  colours.    Bdysl  4to,  half  morocoo  extra,  top  edges  gift,  7/.  7*. 

PUGINrS  ORNAMEMTAL  TlfRflnlR  CABLES, 

adeetedfkom  Ancient  Bxamples  In  England  BDd  If ofsMB^.    Aegfid  dCn,  SO  Clalai%  «blh,  U.  U 

PUOm'S  EXAMPLES  OF  QOTHfC  ARCHtTECTURC.  ^^ 

selected fhsm  Ancient Edillees  hi  EngUnd ;  eonalstiuR of  Hhas.Bwtatfaun  geetlowL floft Bsrts at 
large,  with  Hlsumoal  and  Descripdre  letternpNW,  UliMfatet  by  a»  Engiaviags  by X*  K^i^x. 
»*Qhi.4to(pub.atl2M2i.j,cloth,7l.l7«.«<<.  ,-«»«»-,  ^^ 

pucTN'8  cormic  ornaments. 

W  fine  Plates,  drawn  on  Stone  by  J.  D.  HAaniae  and  others.  Boyal  4to»  haU  moRMio^  ML  Sa.  U« 

RAI>CLIFFE'S  NOOLE  SCieNCB  OF  FOW-MUNTfNQ, 

yortheuseofSpertsmen.  royal  8*o.«aevly  «r  beanUM  Wbod  Cuts  of  HttBtliub  '''^**-»%  ftc.. 
(pid>.  at  R  8t.),  cloth  gilt,  lofc  6d.  ISf 

REYNOLDS'  (SIR  JOSHUA)  GRAPHIC  WORMS. 

900  beantlftil  Engmvlngs  (eonmrisinir  ness-ly  dOB  suh^ete)  after  this  ddWttfhIpaiMar,  eattaKd 
on  Stedby  S.  W.  Beynotds.   StoIs.  fbllo  (pab.  atSBL)  hairboMidmOR)eeo,gifredcea^  I9L  tk. 

REYNOLDS'  (SIR  JOSHUA)  LITERARY  WORKS. 

Comprlsina  his  Discoorses.  delirered  at  the  Boyal  Academy,  on  the  Theaiy  and  AMttoaomslBit. 
Ing;  his  Jonmnr  to  nandcra  and  Hoilknd,  with  Criticisins  on  Pictures;  Dn Ite— if**  An  of 
Punting,  with  Notes.  To  which  b prefixed,  a  MTemoir  of  the  Author,  with  Bcmariia fflnstraine 
of  his  Principles  and  Pmeticc^hyBnaoavx.  Ifev  Bdttion.  ania.ioap.8fib«iAilte«Brit(Beb. 
at »«.),  gilt  cloth,  10a.  ^tf 

*  H ta  admirable  Disoouwes  contain  aneh  a  bo4y  of  Jnst  eritidam.  clothed  hi  aaeh  ixtguJemma. 
elecant,  and  nervous  language,  that  it  is  no  exaggerated  panegyric  to  a«aert,  that  the*  wfCT laat  as 

hngaatheEnglishtomnie,  tndeoBtiibvtak  Botloaa  than  the  pvaduociaHB-ar*^' ^~ 

hlB  name  fanmartaL"— ^orAcetc. 

ROBINSON'S  RURAL  ARCHITECTURE ; 

Behig  a  Series  of  Deaigna  for  Oniamenral  Cottagea;  In  ff  Platen  wMI  1 
improved.  Edition.    Boyal  4to  (pub.  at  41. 4a.),  half  morocco^  Si.  ta. 

ROBINSON'S  NEW  SERIES  OF  ORNAMENTAL  COTTAGES  AND  VILLAS. 

te  Plates  by  H abd  im  a  and  Allom.    Boyal  4to,  half  moroonv  ii,  2s. 
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FVBUmMD  OB  S0i.D  BY  H;  G.  BOHN.  f 

ROBINSON'S  ORNAMENIMIi  VII/LAS. 

ROBINSON'S  FVMUM  BUILDINGS. 

M  nM«B  (pub.  at  SI.  la.),  half  moroceo,  U.  IK  ftL 

ROBINSON'S  LODGES  AND  PARK  CNTRANGCB. 

48  rialea  (pnh.  at «.  Si.).  haUaoMeaiv  U.  lU.  W. 

ROBINSON'S  VILLAQV  ARGHlTeCTUlU;. 

Voarth  Edition,  with  xMBtioaal  riatc.   41  Plataa  (pub.  at  U.  16a.),  half  boind  ouifimn,  U.  4«. 

SHAKSPEARE  PORTFOUO; 

A.  8«iaa  of  M  GiuMic  Iuit«tm«ovs,  aftor  JMgu  fa*  tliia  moat  emlMBt  BritIA  Aitiats, 

^.._a._-o_._»..  -.-.^_.  .^. •  /, r.W(BataaHUtoa,LadJ<j,Brijp,C«*qaM,  Clint, 

\  Bobinaoa,  Pyc;  Finden.  Snicleliart.  Anaationg. 

SHAW  AND  BRIDQINS^  DCSICNS  FOR  FURNITURE, 

With  Canddabm  and  interior  Decandoo,  80  Platea,  royal  4ta,  (pab.at  3i.  3t^\, baU*bound,aM«L 

The'iaai«,  large  paper,  tB«L4M,thA]9al«  fwtowei,  (tmhurt  6L  <>.)»  Iwlf  hmiiid,  iment.  Si.  Sa, 

SHAW'S  LUTON  CHAPEL, 

lu  Axchitectnre  aud  Omameiita,  ffliutrated  fai  a  Mtlei  of  9D  U^dy  flnJUi«d  Una  EngiaslncB, 
ii»periallUio,(pub.atai.afc),lutfJMno0ak.vnMi,lL18k  l&o 

SMITH'S  (C.  J.)  HISTORICAL  AND  LITERARY  CURIOSITIES. 

CaaaiMtiag  of  rac-iimile«  of  lBtcnatin|r  Aatofpn^ha.  Seenea  of  rwnarkablw  HlitoricBl  Eventa  and 


CaBdatlnKof7kc-iimiIe«oflBtcnatiii|cAatofpn9h«.  8 

latetaattng  LoeaMtiw,  Enamviagaflf  Old  Hemw,  Illaminatfii  and  Mlacal  Omamenta,  AntlquUlea, 
Ae.ac;  coutainiDir  1€0  Platea,  ao—  Blimiinaiwli  with oecaMitonal  letter-pren.  In  1  Tolujne4ta^ 
half  nMncco,  uncut,  reducad  to  Si.  1840 

SPORTSMAN'S  REPOSITORY ; 

Commriiinf  a  Sericfi  of  highlr  flMabailiinfe  Bagi«vlBg%  upreamtlng  the  Sorte  and  the  Hog,  In 
all  their  Taheties,  bj  the  celebrated  engraver  Jonn  8go*9,  Dnoai  «»^nal  palBtiogB  by  Belnacle, 
OQpin, Stabbe, Cooper,  and Landaeer,  aceompanied  bra  comprebcnsiTe  Deacription  by  the  Anuor 
of  the  "  BritUh  Field  Sporta,"  4to.,  with  87  large  (kmper  flatea,  and  nnmeroua  Wood  Cnta  by 
Bonett  and  others,  (pub.  at  SI.  ISa.  &(.).  doth  gilt,  U.  U. 

STOTHARD'S  MONUMENTAL  EFFIGIES  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

147  beaatlAiUy  finished  BtcUnga,  all  of  which  are  more  or  lesa  tinted,  and  some  of  them  highly 
illominated  in  gold  and  colours,  with  Uisuxrical  Descriptions  and  Introduction,  by  Kawa.  Folio 
(pub.  at  191.),  half  moroecok  81.  Da. 

STRUrrS  SYLVA  BRITAiNNieA  IT  SOOTIOA; 

Or,  Portralu  of  forest  Trees  dlatlntfUished  (tar  their  AntiqnltV,  Magnitude,  or  Beauty,  eonprislng 
50  very  large  and  higbly-fluishcd  pidnters*  Etchings,  imperial  folio  (pub.  at  91. 9s.),  hidf  nuwoceo 
extra,  gilt  edgci^  41. 10a.  1836 

STRUTTS  DRESSES  AND  HABITS  OF  THE  PEOPLE  OP  BNQLAND> 

from  the  Estobllshment  of  the  Banna  in  Britain  to  the  present  time;  with  an  Hiatorleal  and 
OtHftcal  Inqniiy  faito  eireiy  branch  of  Costume.    New  and  greatly  Improved  Bditioo.  wkh  CrHleal 
MBd  Explanatory  Notes,  by  J.  R.  PbAncna'^  Eao.^  F.S.A.   J  vols.  Toya^  4to.  l&S  Platea         - 
The  Plates  coloured,  71. 7*   IheFiMM  -     -       -         -c    _ 


and  Explanatory  Notes,  by  i.  R.  PbAncna'  Esq..  F.S.A.   S  vols.  Toyai  4to,  l&S  Plates,  cloth,  4i.  4a. 
The  Plates  coloured  71. 7i.   The  FImm  apMid^  iUuninatad  in  gnU,  sflm,  and  opaqne  colour* 

STRUTTS  REGAL  AND  CCCLESIASTICAL  ANTIQUITIES  OF  ENGLAND. 
CoBiabdagthe  moot  wthentic  Bcpreaenutiaoa  of  all  the  Bngllrii  Monarcha  from  Kdward  the 
*__ ..  « ^  -  -,_..,t. .u i.i «  .u-  « t, .^_,  Jim,  ^^.j^  eminent 

^ -^      -       .  Pl.«iic»K,  Esq.,  F.a.A. 

k  7S  Flatea,  cloth,  SI.  b.   The  Flatea  eoloand,  4^  48.    Splendidly  Ulumioiitad,  uoUorm 
^         1, 121.  Be.  1842 


tne  moot  MiCMnuc  Kcpreaeniawna  oi  au  um  sngiua  jaonarcos 
0  Henry  the  Eii^th;  together  with  many  of  the  Grant  Personages  t 
serciaf  Rcinis.  New  and  greatly  imprrred  Edition,  by  J.  R.  Pi.«it 
fS  Flatea,  cloth,  SI.  3a.   The  Tlatea  eoloand.  4^  48.    Splendidly  Uls 


9i  ftai  1^  G^qp^t^piaca  jtegmslnflBw    Imperial  iUio  (pub.  at  il.  4b.),  boasda  laathcr  back. 


STUBBB*  ANATOMY  OF  THE  HORSE. 

-Vfciol^    ~  "  ^ 

UU.6d. 

Theorigfaialedltfanof  Ihtalliwddwv^wUohlatBdlapMsaliktDarilsta.   It  baa  long  been 
eonaidcradiarB. 

TAYLORS  HISTORY  OF  THE  FINE  ARTS  IN  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

S  fola.  peat Svo^  Woodenta  (pub.  at  11. 1&),  oloth,  7a.  6^  1841 

-Itobaat  vIott  at  the  state  of  incMtem  art."-iraiM  8<at8«  GaMtm, 

TOD'S  ANNALS  AND  ANTIQUITICS  OF  RAJAST'HAN  ; 

OLTHE  CENTBAI.  AND  WS8TBBN  RAJPOOT  STATES  OF  INDIA,  (COMVONLT 
CaLURD  BAJFOOTANA).  By  Lieut.*C<donel  J.  Ton,  many  years  resident  In  Ri^pootana  aa 
KIttlcal  Agent.  S  vola.  izoperia]  4to»  embelUshed  with  above  So  extremely  beauttftal  Une  Engrav- 
liigabyPi«j»m.aBdcap<Cariarga^U^map8,(pub.at91.9a.),clotb,6I.Cs.  l^MS 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


8  OATALOGUB  OF  NBW  BOOKS 

WALKER'S  ANALYSIS  OF  BEAUTY  IN  WOMAN. 

PmedBd  kj  a  oideidyiair  of  tin  gtmml  HypotiMMi  naMtOB^  BfMj,  kf  Lao«&u»o,»A 
Vinci.  MxNMp  WwoKBMAiiB.  Htno.  HowABra.  BoKU,  KiriMT.  AuMii,  Ud««hm.  \tm 
Edition.  loysl  »ro»  Ulnrtnted  W S  beantlftil  Platan  after  dnvtaiga  flnoBKllfe  bj H.  Bowaas. 
^Oau^i  u2l  Lira  (imb.  at  SLii.).  gUt  dock.  IL  U.  ^  IStf 

WATTS'S  PSALMS  AND  HYMNS, 

iLLusTBAns  BsiTiov.  eompleto^  with  Indaaea  of  **  8aUeel%*  "  Fbat  Uml"  and  a  TaUc  ol 
Scrii»tttrc%8fo,MiatediBawTlargeaiid  baaotlfai  trp^amSdUibed  wtthM bMirtifU Wood 
Ciiuby  Mvttn. \reatall.aiul otfaen,  (pnk at II. !«.). sOt^oth,?*. ftL 

WHISTON'S  JOSEPHUS,  ILLUSTRATED  EDITION. 

Complete ;  contaiBlng  both  tho  Anthraltlea  aad  the  Wan  of  tha  Jean.  1  voia.  9n,  hamdwaar^r 
prinled, amhdUihedwilh ftS baaatlAdWood S^mvinga, hr vaiiouB Ankta»  (pah. at  11.4a.), ckicb 
IwaH*.  eicgaatlj  gUt,  14«.  UM 

WICHTWICK'S  PALACE  OF  ARCHITECTURE, 

A  Bomance  of  Art  and  Hirtny.  Imperial  8fO^  with  HI  maatntiga^  Staal  Plataib  •■<  Woo*- 
aita,(pah.at3Lll>.6d.),chith.l<.»i.  tM 

WILD'S  ARCHITECTURAL  CRANDEUR 

OfBelglun,Ganunj,aiidnaBec^S4teenateshfIdi  Kara.  Ac  Imperial  4to  (pah.  at  ILHb^ 
halfmoroeoQ,  li.4ft  m» 

WILD'S  FOREIGN  CATHEDRALS, 

12  PUtea,  wdooied  and  moonted  llha  Diawtogi,  In  a  haialwma  pettfeMo  (pdh.  aft  HL  llfc),imp«- 
rialft>lJo^il.Sa. 

WILLIAMS'  VIEWS  IN  GREECE, 

64  beaatifbl  Line  Engravings  bjr  MuLaa,  HoaaavnaiL  aid  oChan.  8  vota-Imparial  9to,  («ah. 
at6t.0t.),halfhOBndmoioocoeztia,gihedgc%SI.12i.6dL  ISI 

WOOD'S  ARCHITECTURAL  ANTIQUITIES  AND  RUINS 
AUn  BALBBC.  S  vols,  in  1.  imperial  folio,  oontainfaig  110  flne  C<np«r-j ' 
very  laige  and  foldiab  (pah.at  7lL7i.)»  balf  maroeoo,  vncat.  SI.  Ut. uT 


JIatural  ||t0tot9^  iHgrtadtutf,  ict. 


ANDREWS'  FIGURES  OF  HEATHS, 

With  Scientlllc  Deieriptions.  6  vob.  royal  8v0b  with  100  heantiftilly  eabored  FUia^  (pah.  at 
lM.),clotli.gU^7LHto.  tt» 

BARTON  AND  CASTLE'S  BRITISH  FLORA  MEDICA: 

OB,  HISTOBT  OP  THB  MEDICINAL  PLAJ4T8  OF  GREAT  BBITAIN.  9«oli.9«o»  iDw. 
tzatodbyapwardiof900Coloiu«dP1raiesofPlaat«,(pah.at9i.to.),ckith.lLlC«-  1«^ 

BAUER  AND  HOOKER'S  ILLUSTRATIONS  OF  THE  GENERA  OF  FERNS, 
In  which  the  charactere  of  each  Genoi  are  dliplayed  in  the  moit  daborate  nmnncr.  In  a  mtiea  ol 
magnified  DlMcctiona  and  Figute%  highly  llnb&ad  in  Cokvm.    Importal  Sro.  PlatCi^  6<.     1S»4S 

BEECHEY.-BOTANY  OF  CAPTAIN  BEECHEY'S  VOYAGE, 

Compristiw  an  Acooont  of  the  Plants  ooUected  hy  Messrs.  hkr  and  Cotxia,  and  other  OOeeva  e< 
the  Expedition,  daring  the  Voyage  to  the  Paciiie  and  Behxfaig's  Stirita.  By  Sir  WnuaM 
Jacksoh  HooKsa.  and  G.  A.  W.  Aaaon,  Esq..  illoauated  by  100  Fittest  heantUkiBy  caanned, 
complete  in  10  parts.  4to.  (pnb.  at  7<.  lot.).  U.  ^UBl-ftl 

BEECHEY.— ZOOLOGY  OF  CAPTAIN  BEECHEY'S  VOYAGE, 

Compiled  fh>m  the  Collections  and  Notes  of  Captain  BaacaaT  and  the  Sdentlfle  Geaticsara 
who  accompanied  the  Expedichm.  The  Mammalia,  by  Dr.RicnAmnsoa:  OnithiJogy,  by!!.  A. 
Vieoas^sa. ;  Pishes,  bv  G.  T.  Lat,  Esq.,  and  E.  T.  Banvarr,  Es«. :  Crastaoea,  lv.EicBAAa 
OwaN,  Esq.;  Beptilo,  by  Joaa  EowAan  Oa&T,  Esq.;  Sbelb,  by  w.  Bownnat, Eao. ;  aad 
Geology,  by  the  Ber.  Dr.  Buckuirb.  4to,  Illttstrated  by  47  FlatHL  eoataiBiag  many  handled 
Figuies.  bcantiftilly  coloured  by  Sowaasr.  (pub.  at  &L  St.).  doth,  SI. ISs.  6d.  1SS» 

BOLTON'S  NATURAL  HISTORY  OF  BRITISH  SONG  BIRDS. 

Illustrated  with  Figures,  the  site  of  Life,  of  the  Birds,  both  Male  and  FnnakL  in  their  most  Natn- 
tkI  Attitudes ;  their  Nnts  and  Eggs,  Pood,  Favourite  Plants,  Shraba,  lyees,  Ac.  fte.  New  Editka, 
rrvispd  and  Teiy  consiJenibSr  oazTnebtpd.  3  rnls.  In  1,  medium  4tOk  containing  80  iicaatilUh' 
coloured  plates  (pnb.  nt  St. Hn.).  hali-bjoiul  niorr)«x»,  jrllt  hsckii,  ifit  edge^  SL 8*.  «» 
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PUBLISHBD  OR  SOLD  BY  H.  O.  BOHN. 


BROWN'S  ILLUSTRATIONS  OF  THE  LAND  AND  FRESH  WATER  SHELLS 
OF  QBBAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND ;  with  Flnrra.  DeMripti-m^  and  LottUtlet  of  all  tb« 
Species.  Bcnral  8«o.  contatntaiK  on  S7  lane  Plates,  nO  PiraMs  of  all  the  knovii  BrltUh  Specks, 
lathclrtaU8lie^aeeniatalr4nwntemNatiire,(pah.aKns.),clQth,10i.M.  IMS 

CURTIS'S  FLORA  LONDINENSIS; 
Rerlsed  and  ImBTOTed  by  ^ 
Hooaaa ;  eompcUiBg  the  ] 

Drawiiin  made  by  STvaaa, . . , ^ „ 

taininx  M7  Plates,  exMbttliur  the  fbll  natural  size  of  each  PUmt,  with  macnifled  Dtsiectioni  of 

the  Parts  of  FroetUcationTIr-   -«  «^-    -•»^" '    ' .  .— ^  ,   ..^__. 

morooeo,  top  edges  gilt,  KL 


Revised  and  Improyed  by^aoaea^GaAyaS|  extended  aad^  eontinMd,  byj 
,  eompnaing  t""'  "'  ' ""'  '^       *'  '    ■"     "  ^^'  '     "^ 

— J-  *— "Tni 

__liibttliur  the  . _         _ 

the  Puts'of  hnetUcationTAe.,  aU  beaatlAiUy  eoloured,  (pob.  at  S7<  4«nn  pwUj,  half'boond 


J  WBUB«B  vJi*v«B|  vxicnuna  aaa   VDiHiH«Dift  vy   oir    tr.  ^ackbvm 

, r „  i  Histov3[  of  Plants  indlgenons  to  Great  Biltalo,  with  Indexes;  the 

Drawings  naade  by  STnaaiAM  Eowabds  and  Liirox.BT.   5  vols,  royal  folio  (or  109  paru),  oob< 
'  Ininx  M7  Plates,  exhibttlng.  the  fbll  natural  aize  of  each  Plant,  with  magnifled  DlsMctioni  of 


— Birdi,  10  vols.— Shdts,  6  toIs.^— Pishes,  6  voli.— Qnadmpedi,  S  vols.— toge* 
iBlng  1198 heautlAiUy  coboied  plates  (pob. at  66L  Ss.).  bds.  S3U7«-  The  nme 
D  SI,  (pub.  at  781.  lOS.),  half  green  nuuoeco  extra,  gilt  edges,  gilt  baeks,  801. 


DENNY— MONOCRAPHIA    ANOPLURORUM    BRITANNI>E,    OR    BRITISH 

tPBCIES  OP  PARASITE  INSECTS  (onhUabcd  vnder  the  patronage  of  the  British  Assoeta- 
tlim),  8va  nomenras  bcantlAUly  ooloured  plates  of  Llce^  eontidning  several  hinulred  magnified 
flgarei^eloth,l<.lU6d.  18« 

DONOVAN'S  NATURAL  HISTORY  OF  THE  INSECTS  OF  INDIA. 

Enlarged,  by  J.  O.  Wasrwoon,  Emu  PJj.S.  4to.  with  66  plates,  containing  npwarda  of  110  eual- 
sltelyedloaicdflgincs  (pub.  at  «<.  «d.),  eloth,  gilt,  tedoced  to  SL  is.  IMS 

DONOVAN'S  NATURAL  HISTORY  OF  THE  INSECTS  OF  CHINA. 

Enlarged,  by  J.  O.  Wbstwood,  Esq,  F.L.S,  4to.  with  SO  plates,  contaialng  npwards  of  190  exqnl* 
sitebr  cobmcd  flgnies  (pnb.  at  «!>.).  doth,  gUt,  8L  &«.  IMS 

**  Donovan's  works  on  the  Insects  of  India  and  Chiuj^  are  splendidly  Hhistrrted  and  extiemdy 
nseftiL*— A'af«ni<M(. 

"The  entomdiogtcal  plates  of  onr  coontiyman  Donovan,  are  highly  eohnucd,  degant,  and  nse- 
ftil,  especially  those  contained  In  his  onarto  volomcs  ( InsecU  of  India  and  China),  where  a  great 
nvmher  of  species  are  dellneatfd  for  the  first  time."— ^Sieataasa. 

DONOVAN'S  WORKS  ON  BRITISH    NATURAL  HISTORY. 
▼la^Insects,  18  vole.— Birdi,  10  vols.— Shdti 
ther89vols.8vo,contaiBlQ|c        *^      "*" 

set  of  .V  vols,  bound  in  SI,  (^ 

Any  of  the  classes  may  be  had  wpaiatcly. 

DRURY'S  ILLUSTRATIONS  OF  FOREIGN  ENTOMOLOGY  ; 

Wherein  are  exhibited  upwarils  of  600  exotic  Insects,  of  the  Bast  and  West  Indies,  China,  New 
Holland,  North  and  South  America,  Gcrmaay,  &e.  By  J.  O.  WasTwoon,  Esq.,  P.LS.,  Seeretaiy 
of  the  Bntomologtcal  Society,  ate.  S  vole.  4to,  IM  Plates,  most  beantUuiy  eotoored,  oontaining 
above  000  figures  of  Insects,  (originslly  pnb.  at  l&L  Uc),  half  bound  morocco,  61. 16e.U.  1^ 

EVELYN'S  SYLVA    AND    TERRA. 

A  Disoonrse  of  Porest  Trees,  and  the  Propanthm  of  Timber,  a  PhUoaophlcal  Diseonne  of  Uie 
Earth ;  with  Life  of  the  Author,  and  Notes  by  Dr.  A.  Hunter,  S  vola.  royal  4io.  Tilth  improved 
Edition,  with  46  plates  (pab.  at  bl  &«.),  eloth.  3L  ISSt 

GREVILLE'S  CRYPTOGAMIC  FLORA, 

Compcising  the  Ptindpal  Spedcs  found  tn  Great  Britain,  inclusive  of  all  tbe  New  Species  reeently 
dlsooveredln  Scotland.  6  vols,  royal  Svo,  360  beautlAiUy  ooloured  Plates,  (pub.  at  IM.  16e.),  half 
Borocoo,  8!.8e.  18884 

This,  thourh  a  comnlete  Work  In  itself  forms  an  almost  indlspeneable  Svpplement  to  the 
thbty-six  volumes  of  Sowerby**  English  BoUiiy,  whirh  does  not  oomprehena  Ciyptogamous 
Plants.  It  is  one  of  the  most  adentfllc  and  best  executed  vrorks  on  Indigenous  Botuy  ever  pro- 
duced in  this  eonntzy. 

HARRIS'S   AURELIAN ;   OR  ENGLISH  MOTHS  AND  BUTTERFLIES, 

Their  Natnrd  History,  together  with  the  PlanU  on  which  they  Heed;  New  and  greatly  Improved 
Edition,  by  J.  O.  Wasrwoon.  Ewi^  P.L.8.,  ftc..  in  1  voL  sm.  tolOo,  with  44  putter  containing 
V     _  — .  .,_..^_  ^ ^.-_   « f.. —    -^     and  the  Plants  on  which  they  fiBed. 


above  40O  figures  of  Hothe,  Buttetfiies,  (_ ,  

exeuisitdy  eoloored  after  the  origtnsl  drawings,  half-bound  morocco,  4i.  it.  1840 

This  extremely  beautiftal  worfcla  the  only  one  which  contains  our  English  Mothe  and  Butter- 
flies of  the  tail  natural  siie,  in  all  their  changes  of  Caterpillar,  Chrysalis,  Ac,  with  the  plant!  on 
which  they  fted. 

HOOKER  AND  GREVILLE,  ICONES  FILICUM ;   OR,  FIGURES  OF  FERNS. 

With  DESCRIPTIONS,  many  of  which  have  been  altogether  unnoticed  by  Botanists,  or  have 

not  been  correctly  figured.   S  vols,  folio^  with  840  beanilfdly  cohNired  Platen  (pub.  at  S»iL  4s.Jk 

half  mococoo^  gUt  edges,  18L  IS*.  183M1 

The  grandest  and  most  valnable  of  the  many  sdentiflc  Works  produced  by  Sir  WiBlam  Hooker. 

HOOKER'S  EXOTIC  FLORA, 

Containing  Pigorea  and  Descriptions  of  Rar^,  or  otherwise  Interesting  Exotic  Plants,  esp*ciaUy 
of  such  as  are  deserving  of  bdng  cultivated  in  onr  Oardnis.  8  vols,  imperial  Svo,  oontaining  S9B 
large  and  bcautiftiUy  oMoured  Plates,  (pid>.  at  l&l.) .  doth.  61. 6e.  1888- 18S7 


This  is  the  most  superii  and  attractive  of  all  Dr.  Booker's  valuable  works. 

"  The '  Esotie  Plova,'  by  Dr.  Hooker,  is  like  that  of  all  the  Botanical  pnblleatla 
fatinble  author,  exrrllcnt;  and  it  assumes  an  appearance  ot  finish  and  perfo 
ndther  the  Botanical  Magaxin?  nor  Register  ran  extemallv  lay  claim."- Leadoa. 
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CATUJOQVE  OP  KWW  BOOBS 

R9  MiMiNAk  OF  mormmfi 

~     CM  Mi  DMnpAoMof  Mch  I .. 

jy,  V  br  cte  MM  toirtitek  ttaqr  an  «nlM  fa  tte  An*,  ta  1 

s  BcoiuMCTj  tofMktr  «ttk  oMwIoaal ^atairiadT^' ^  '-' — 

■kiMlPortnltaa^M«aiiinorei&iBa&tBocaniata.   4v 

(piib.at8l.),claftk,lL 


HOOKER'S  OOr/lfllCAt  MI9CCUANV; 

CdMtiteliic  FlgMimiid  P<Mrip<ioM»  of  Plof,  v1 ^  ^ 

nHrftjTorVMoir,  or  br  tlie  iMca  to  which  Um^  are  ap^led  tai  the  Aru.  in  L 
Doacvtle  Booooar,  tq|kh»wttlioeGMloayilBotaiiioilWoae«*«nd  lafcraatidB.^,.^ 
valuable  ComaiBakatCto  from  diadiuNlihed  Seicatlfie  TtaveUtta.    Omnlcle  la  1 1 
n7al8*o^wtdiU8idata^,maiiyllaeljoolDarad(p«b.MS<.te0.slUcliiCh,&tSi^«L  omb 

HDOKBIV8  FUMtA  BOREAU-AMERICANAj 

0%  THB  BOtANT  OP  BBITI&H  NOETH  AMBUCA.  Dlwlnted  kgrMI  plaC«^  iiiii^IHf 
ia  Twelve  Pern,  rofal  4to  (pub.  at  lii.  ISk).  8L  The  TvelTe  Fnti  nmtlU»9»  im»  q^Ja  S  Mh. 
Rval4n^cxtiaclo3^8l.  ]MM» 


THBIB  NATURaL  HIWMfcT  AWD  GBNBBAL  WkNAOBIfSKT.   Haw  «■«  u .  — 

VTOfcd  Bdltkm.  cnBtalnJagaho  the  latest  Dleeovceka  aai  ImfmnmBoU  la  evciy  JiaiaiiMwiaf 
the  Aptotytwft  a  deecilBBfla  ef  the  «o«t  ■pytcveAHrwM  aaw  ta  aa^  thiefc  l^i.a>T^WliBn»i 
MMRiae  l^nteoto  (pak  at  10*.  M.}.  doth  silt,  6k  adC  ISM 


Klmprared  BiUtloB,  eoM|»reheiiiJhig  all  the  aiacovarles  iaC ^ -.^ - 
blicatloD,  end  a  Geaenl  la^x,  11  toIs.  In  W,  4ta,  with  vvwavAa  of  Si  cohmiei  !%»«. 
teied  (pab.  at  Ml.  8*.).  doth.  7L  1]^  M.    Wineknttr,  USl-SR.   The aena  with  the  i ^ 


LATMARI'S  QENfiRAL  HISTORY  OF  BIRDS. 

Ilf  !P!  t^  Natoral  Htalnr  MidDeeot^tioB  of  all  the  Biriejribofa  tear  tl 


kwlth  theSyiantrmnorp 

ihendnig  all  the  aiarovarla 

,     . ."bI  Index,  11  Tol«.  In  W,  4l_. . 

letteied  (pab.  at  Ml.  8*.).  doth.  7L  IJBt.  M.  Wineknttr,  USl-SR.  The  aena  with  the  jium^gk^ 
altelr  coiowedlika  dnwingi,  n  TBla.  la  lik  elegaatlj  hL  boairi.  graea  OM^^ 

UNOtSrS  BRITISH  FRUITS: 

OR,  FIGUUBS  AND  BBSGRIPTIONS  OF  TlIB  MOST  IXPOBTAISV  TAJUKUBS  OF 
FRUIT  CULTIVATED  IN  GREAT  BRITAIN.  StoU  ix^yal  8«o,  contaioiiiK  US  nottVaa- 
titaUf  ooloured  pla»M,chte«r  hy  Maa.WirBaas,AitJM  to  Aa  fforttcaltwal  BaciMj^  (pdh  m 
10LlQt.).helMoBB4«aM«ieooeilM,gUted8a%U.ti;  UU 

"tVaUaaexquldtdjbeBiaihlworL  Baajr  plalalalOtaa  hUUyflikllbail  4nnfe«  dMhr 

LOUDON'S  (MRS.)  ENTERTAINING  NATVRAUST, 

BelBfrFeaalar  DimipHaa^  Th>e%  aad  Aaaeiaiat  of  laeco  tbaa  Bha  Br^'"  *  ' ' 


tacidrafrdiltheQHadMpad^  Bti^  FMia^  BaptJle^  Ineect^ Aa^ of  aUah n^wmMmiumn- 
nmnabte  in  polite  education.  With  Indexe*  of  Seieatlfie  aai  Bopalar  NeBMi^  aa  BnfaHlita  of 
Terms,  and  an  Appendix  of  Falniloua  Animali,  illuMiaKd  by  upwatda  of  400  beaatuU  mqalnli 
by  Bbwick,  HAavBT,  WaiMrBa,  end  othov.  New  Edition,  rcvieed.  calHSad,  mi4«M«RiBl  a> 
tbeinaMataiaiaafZaolaslealKttawMie.  Iiioae(hkkval.poat8i%^tdaik3kM        1S43 

MANTEU'S  (DR.)  NEW  QEOLOCICAL  WORK. 
Ta{B  KBDALS  OF  CRBATION.  or  Flrat  Lauou  ia  Gt*M 

Banatna;  InddUnc  Qauo^jM  EiennlonB  to  the  Ue  of 

Fbreat,  Cawnwood  Tbreet,  ntnln«Jon,  Swindon,  Celne,  Balh, 
Hill, sc   Br GiDBOH  AjbeaaaoN  MAvrabi.,  Bta.  "  "   "'"  ' 


Hill,  Ac   Br  GiDBOH  AJbeaaaoN  MAvrabi.,  Bta.  LL.D- P.R.8.,  Ac. 


MAMTELL'S  WONDERS    OF   CCOIjOGY, 

Or  a  Famllier  SapodtieB  of  Cnuiai^al  Phinawna.    Madi  giillj   nTiilpJ  ami  liiwiM  1 1 
BAfieB.  a vaia. peat Bi% aolawad Kmm, aad BFWariaaf-ai»WoaiaM%»lteda5» Ma. ^^Ml 

MANTELL'S  CEOLOCICAL  EXCURSION  ROUND  THE  ISLB  Of  WIOHT, 

Ani  aknm  the  m^/emt  Coast  of  Donetehiia.  Ia  I  vaL  poU  Sw^  a  "  

^meaMdWdodBo^  aai  a  Qaolgped  m^  doth  silt,  l%. 

MUDie'S  NATURAL  HISTORY  OF  BRITISH  BMtOS: 

OB,  TUB  FEATHBRED  TRIBB6  OF  THB  BRITISH  ISLABbS. 
tbePlateebeaBtiM]yeoloaTed(pub.atlI.8«.),elothK{lt,16*.  wb 

"  This  la,  withoni  anj  exceptioa.  themoat  tralr  diandnf  worit  da  OnlttnlaKf  vtkk  hm 
UttMtoaraeaiadffttnnthadajBofmDomAlvdownwvdii.  Other  aaamndSaAc;  Kwb 
pafaita:  otlMr  anthon  jRlTe  tiie  hnak.  HadM  ite  kemd.    We  mast  hcBrtlr  em 
epiaioB  exprcHed  ofthU  worit  bf  Lefadi  Buat  (aMndredvplfit)  in  Aw  Untt  nw  w 

rHibt plf Bsuit XmhIm JkmrmaL   TheBBaalpltoaa  of  BaaSok.  Pemmat. Lawia, ] , 

area  WUmq.  wiU  not  fior  an  iaataot  stand  eompvlMn  with  the  •piht.aciniaic  nrnawii 
Modle'B  '  linng;  pen.'  as  it  baa  been  oallod.  We  an  not  acqaatnted  with  aw  aadkcv  ^ 
ftlieitoaihr  oniteB  bimute  of  style  with  sUNaglh  and  nerfa  of  expieidDa  •  hadsas  wn  a 
he  paints.*— rreerf*  OnStkoUvieml  Guidt.  ^ 
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puiiiMjimai  Oft  MID  sr  H.  o.  bohm.  a 

RICHARDSON'S  GEOLOGY  FOR  BECINN£RS, 

OonmlilDf  •  flumiliar  Explanation  of  Ocolosr  and  tea  aaiocUta  Sdaacea,  Mincrakor.  Phyalcal 
OeoUnrr.  PouSl  Concboloicj.  Powil  Botany,  and  Pabeontologj  taKlndiiifr  Dtractions  fbr  foimiax 
Cdtoettona,  Ac  JSy  U.  P.  Hicbamhob.  F.U^.  (fonnerijr  with  Ur.  Mnmcii.  now  of  the  Brt'itii 
Xaanun).    «<cnDdfcfttoa»  OBinliwaW»eiJMd  a»d  tofwd.   OactlikkvoLpoatSrai,  Uiiu- 

SCLaVS  COMPLETE  BRITISH  ORNITHOLOGY. 


ftMuid  in  Gnat  Britain,  888  Plnraa  In  Bi 

ijgsi--iim-»r««.-i -^'^  w-d ««» (SKT-y. 

'<ne  (oandeat  work  on  Omitlnlosy  pnUUhed  In  tUa  eoontir.  tlie  aama  te  Britiah  Biida  that 
AndnWa  la  for thn  Mida  ol  AmmSm.  Biw  flnptt  cnrtlar  In  ataty  tew  imtaaeaa of  ax- 
tnmelT  Inrfc  birda,  U  oftUc  Ml  natnial  rita^  fteiffifkffiy  ai^^ 
vtWt.—ffrnitkohfffitt't  Tat  JirtJL 

"What  a  traaaiua^diixlns  a  miny  farmeonln  ttweovntrr.  la  sneharloilouly  tDvmlnated  work 
aa  tUi  of  Mr.  Sdby.  It  is,  without  doubt,  the  moat  ■ptendid  of  tha  kind  aver  pnbUahad  in  Britain* 
and  wOl  itand  a  eompariaon.  without  any  acUme  of  Ita  luatre,  with  tha  moat  manlflcent  omltho- 
tegleai  mnstratkma  of  the  French  achooL  MrT  Sclhj  haa  long  and  lUnmngf  nnHad  U^h^  • 
H&inltte  BatBinlUt."-J»n*waa<fa  Magmitm, 

SCLBY'S  ILLUSTRATIONS  OT  BmtlSM  ORNITHOLOGY. 

St«la.»ro.    8ecaiilBdllte(iHih.ntUla.).kBarta^Ma.  MB 

MVIMORP'r  FLORA  GR^SCA. 

The  moat  eoatly  and  mafnificcnt  Botanical  work  arer  nubUahed.  10  vola.  Mkt,  «Mh  1000  bean- 
tUbUy  ookraied  Platea,  half  bound  morocco,  publUyaK  nrMlamlplioiw  mA  tlMHiariMr  ablcity 
tailSdtothoaeanb8cribadibr(pub.at2&2/.)"6Sir^  ^^ 

SenantePinacctowa  of  tUawoKft  are  now  ready  fbr  deHreqr.  Only  fbrtywapjaaafaia  original 
attekexlata.   No  greater  onmbar  of  mbacribara'unaaa  can  thaniDnoanaelfai. 

SIBTHORP^  FLOR^  CR^C^  PRODROMUS. 

She  Plantanun  omninm  Eamientio,  quae  In  Prorlnciii  nut  Innlla  Gneda  Inmlt  7on.  8ib- 
f  Honr :  CliBncterea  et  Synonyma  omnium  com  Annotationtbna  Jkc,  Edt.  Smitb.    PMt  pan*, 

,     lnltfetek*nta.an»(pnb.atSLinMte  AaMtfariTuiO 

SOWERBY'S  MANUAL  OF  CONCHOLOGY. 

Containing  a  complete  Introduction  to  Che  Science,  lUaatfUted  by  vpwarda  of  AM  PInoraa  ef 
Sheila,  etched  on  oopper.plafU!a,  in  whiah  the  moat  ahanoteriatic  exnmplaa  am  glren^f  all  the 
gOnera  ntabliahed  upto  the  preaant  time^  anunged  in  Lnmarekian  Orjar,  Meonf^cd  by  oopioua 

tame,  ate! 

addadTOw^c' '^     '~      *^~-^''"^^--— ^  -»^^  -■  --  *-— 


«nera  e«taUiaiied  upto  tba  preaant  tune^  amngea  in  Mtmareaian  uraer.  aoeomMuica 
tolanatloM ;  ObaenwOona  reauacting  the  Oaaanphieal  or  Gaatogloal  diairibntiag 
itbnlar  Views  of  the  System!  of  LMoarok  and  Be  BlainvlUe ;  a  Oloaanry  of  Teebnleal 
Few  Editlun,  conaidenhly  onlanwd  and  improred.  with  mnnaw  WDodanU  in  the  tea 
Idad,  Ovo,  ctotb,   Ua.^The  plates  ooloarad,  doth,  UL  ita. 


SOWERBY'S  CONCHQLOGICAL  ILLUSTRATIONS;  . 

0«»  OALOUlBB  Vnimm  #P  all  THK  BTMBKWIO  VimornXO  SBtSVUSi  connMa 
in «0  ShaUa,  »ao^  iiiMiwWai  aawanl  thoMaad  Wgnin^  In  tatt»  all  banatUbily  catowed  (ttiVat 
lH;K7f.Ma-  IIUl-« 

SPKY'S  BRITISH  COLtOFTCRA  DEUNEATSD. 

Oontyntagflgarannd  Uean«ptianaof  ailtha  OaBamoTBritteb  Boatle%  edited  by  ftnoSAnn. 
Sffo.  with  94  plates,  comprialng  638  flgares  of  Beetles,  bcnuOAilly  and  moat  aeevatal^  ^Itnwn 
(nab.at2L2^).eloth.l<.l«i  ^^      1840 

^^e  nuMt  perfiBM  work  yar  pidMiihfMt  In  thb  d«aitmMit  tfTBilttih  BntoacO^Sy.* 

srBWHttNi>  BwrnsH  bntomoi^gv,  _^  ^ 

Ittnb  On),  100  cohmred  Platea  (pub.  at  21i.).  hafcbonnd.  81.  Sr.    ^,  ^     ^      ^  MBM» 

— Oraeparately,LBrinomna.4«t>la^4(.4«.    Coi.norrnnA,iTola.»4t.4«.  PanMawMJ,  Otltmot. 
llnonor.,  Ac, Ind.. li. la    Hi iiBiiomnA, 2  tola^ 22. Si. 

BWMNSON'S  exotic  CONCHOLOGY  J 

OB.  PIGUHES  AND  DE8CBIPTION8  09  BABSl  VBkXmTVh,  OK  VlfDMOmfBBD 
•HELLS.  Royal  4to.eontaining  94  lane  and  beMitlMlyaaknnd<fittea«f8haU%halfrboai4 
Borocoo,  gUt  edgea  (pub.  at  »I.  it.),  iL  iSt.  6d. 

adflH^vL  9*> 


aotoaiad  platea  (pnb.  I 

"otuJaTuSl  oSdbIi  of  C18TO8,  OR  BOCK  BOBB._  SO  N«j.  fc>«teg  eno  foL  royjd 

SKn  wmplatek  with  113  beMrtUtally  oolouMd platea  (pub.  at 01.  6a).  ctotb. «.  Ua.  id.  IdTS 

«  One  ef  tha  moat  intei«ating,  and  kUhario  tha  aearaast  of  Mr.  Swjei'a  banrtlfclyaMltadwii.'' 

WHITE'S  NATURAL  HISTORY  OF  SELBORNE.  ,    k   *«  i    wv  •.  « 

By  Sin  W.  JAnnma.  Wmo,  many  pratty  Woodcuts  by  BainaToa  (oub.  at  »•.).  dotl*.  «••«; 
With  tha  Plates  bcantiftilly  coloured,  ISmo  (pub.  at  7i.  6d.) ,  gilt  ch>Ui,  U,  1836 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


CATALOGUE  OF  NBW  BOOKB 


MiwtUmmifi  iBnglt5$  Ittnatuce^ 


HISTORY,  BIOOBAPHT,  VOTAGBS  AND  TBAYELB,  POBTBT,  AHD  THE 
DRAMA,  1C0RAL8,  AHD  MI80BLLAHIES. 


BACON'S  WORKS. 

Both  BDKUah  and  Ltttta.  Wtth  n  latndmBtmy  Bmht.  ai  eoplou  lai0m 

2^xwBiJZtik^ea^a9Ot?9itntt,{jfta^attLii.),<l0S/[LlO9.  warn 

BACON'S  ESSAYS  AND  ADVANCEMENT  OF  LEARNING, 

Whh  Memoir  and  Notw  \if  Dr.  Tiylfor.  BgoMe  Hawy,  whhK  WoeJert^  (ffc.  at  4fc),  ihimwibuI 
wt^por,  S*.  64.  IMS 

BATTLES  OF  THE  BRITISH  NAVY, 

rrom  A.B.  1000  to  IMO.  B7  Josm  Auab,  of  OiwuwfcJt  BoM>aL  3  tUek  clesmlr'PifaM 
volk  iMdMip  8m  lUoatatod  bj  M  Portnto  of  Brttbh  Admlnla,  beMtUtaUr  <^r«oA  oa  Umd, 
and  DUMidvs  Weodenti  of  B«ttle%  (p«b.ac  IL  U.).  dock  gOt,  14i.  ue 

ThcM  Toloiiict  «•  iavaloaUe;  tbey  contain  the  'nqr  fitk  and  manofv  of  onr  teoi  KomI 


"TIm  beat  and  ouMteonnlete  repodtaiy  of  the  tstaanpha  of  tho  Biitlah  nvy  vUe^  has  jt« 
laanad  from  tbo  7nm.''—Vwkei  aerSnOuntU. 

BOOK  OF  THE  COURT: 

BzUUtlnctheHiatory.  Dntlea,  and  Piifflasei  of  Uio  oeroral  Banks  of  tbo  En^iah  IffobiBlrwl 
Oentrj.parttealBilyol  the  Great  OBomof  BtatflLaad  Membcca of  tbo RotoI  HanadnB. in. 
clndiof  the  rariou  Rnrna  of  Govt  Btlqaette,  lUbles  of  Piocodaiw,  Rnlco  to  be  abaunji  at 
lAveca  and  Drawfanc  Booms,  Ac,  with  an  Intiodnetory  Baiaar  on  Kqe*!  State  and  Ccfoaoaial, 
nd  a  AiUAooovnt^  the  Coconatiott  Ceremony.  Dedicated  Sj  eommand  to  her  Ifaieotr.  »n, 
legantly  printed,  (pub.  at  16«.}.  doth  gllt,7«.  WM 

BOSWELL'S  LIFE  OF  DR.  JOHNSON  ;  BY  THE  RIGHT  HON.  J.  C.  CROKER. 

InocrpontinffbiaTtoBrtothe  Hebridea.  and  accom|>anW>d  by  the  Cowmfntarteaof  oB  aoeeedbii 
Bdltorai  with  nmnenms  addltkmal  Note*  and  UoitntiTe  Ancodotea;  to  wUch  ate  afied.  T«i« 
Snpplementaiy  Tolwnea  of  Ancedotea  bf  Hawkxvb,  Ptossi,  Mvmrnr.  Trnna,  BxTvot*e» 
BTUTnira.  and  othen.  10  <oU.  Itoa Hinrtimted  by  npwmda  of  JOViow^  Pottndt^ and  Tfciiii 
of  Antonapba,  flnelj  engraTod  on  Sted.  from  Dniwinn  V  Stnidd.  Haidin^  *e,  cM^  ndoccd 

toiiTui.  vm 

Thte  new.  imnrovod.  and  neatly  enlamd  ediHan.  beontUtaDymlated  in  the  pofnkr  torn  af 
Sir  Walter  8ootCandB7nHiniWorfca,ia  jut  each  an  edMon  aa  Dr.Jobnaon  UmaSfWivd  ani 
reeommended.  In  one  or  the  Ana  reecinted  inthe  aaMilemraUfy  TOhuneaofthepiooBitodMBn.be 
aay*:  "  Books  that  yon  may  carry  to  th»  fire,  and  hold  readllv  in  yonr  hand,  are  the  moat  aacM 
aftcralL   Sneh  books  Itarm  the  mass  of  generd  and  eaay  wnfng.'*^ 

BOURRIENNE'S  MEMOIRS  OF  NAPOLEON, 

One  olottt,  dooely,  bat  elegantly  printed  toL,  iwlacap  Umo«irlth  t 
NapdaoB  and  FnmtispieoeTtpab.  at  to.),  doth,  S«.  fld. 


BRAND'S  POPULAR  ANTIQUITIES, 

Cnstoms. Ceremonies, and  SupersUtioas  of  Endand,  Scotland,  and  Irdand; 

sUeraUy  enlaxged  hf  Sir  Henry  EIUl  S  vols,  sonan  Umo,  Nov  Edition,  with  4B  WooieM 
mnstidona,  (pnh.  at  Us.),  cnamcntai  ivnpper,  Uk  ISH 

BRITISH    POETS,   CABINET    EDITION, 

Containing  the  complete  worlis  of  the  piindpd  English  poets,  from  M  Iltoa  to  Kirke  White.  4  vdiL 
post  8*0  (slae  of  Standard  Ubraiy),  printed  in  a  focy  small  bat  beantiAa  typ^  a  MeMha 
PortrdM  (pob.  at  SL  St.),  dotta,  l&s. 

BROWNE'S  (Sm.THOMAS)VI^RKS,  COMPLETE. 


Indnding  his  Valgar  Errors,  BcUgio  MedicL  Urn  Barial,  i , _ 

JoaraaLk  and  Tracts,  many  of  them  hitherto  Unpoblished.  Tin  whole  foilwTed  «dai5sdEr 
Smoa  Wu.K»,  FJi.8.  4  vds.  8to,  fine  Portrait,  (pab.  at  SL  8l),  dotb,  12. 11a.  8d.  rkh\  1  igp.  HB 
"  Sir  Thomas  Browne,  the  contemporary  of  Jeremy  Taylor.  Hookey  Bacon,  Sddo^  and  Bobert 
Barton,  is  ondoobtedly  one  of  tlw  most  doqneot  and  poetlod  of  that  great  lifeenry  o^  Hit 
tbonfrhts  are  oAen  troly  sublime,  and  dn-ays  conTcycd  In  tlta  most  imprasslvo  lannnage*— 


(ba-n 
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PUBLISHED  OR  SOLD  BY  H.  O.  BOHN.  18 

BUCKINGHAM'S  AMERICA:  HISTORICAL,  STATISTIC,  AND  DESCRIPTIVC, 

VIx. :  Northern  Suto,  8  volt.:  Battcm  and  Wotan  Statca,  a  voU. :  Soathem  or  Slsve  Suto^ 
9  Tola.  I  Coaado.  Nora  Beotia,  New  BiWDaviek,  and  the  other  Britl^  noilBeea  la  North  America, 
iToL    Together  9  •tovtvvda.Svc.auMnNia  Am  £iigiaTliiff%  (pub.  at «.  10k  CdL),  cloth.  Si.  lSi.tf. 

''Mr.  BocUngham  goea  dcUbcratelT  throng  the  8tatc%  trvatlsg  of  all,  UatorleaHy  and  atatla- 
ticallj— of  thdr  iIm  and  procrcn,  their  mantttetrnw,  tnde,  popolatton.  topocnphjr.  fotUlty. 
ffwowrcee,  jnorala.  mannaw, edaeatioii,  and  ao  torth.   Hit  eetoiea  wUlhtfmmi  m  ttonktmat^ 

"  A  veiy  entSie  and  oomprehoMHe  viev  of  the  United  Btala.  dOlgcntlj  coilaeted  bj  a  man  of 
gmtacnteBeaawdobaervatkm.'-XitareivGaHM*.  — -»     ^ 

BURKE'S  (EDMUND)  WORKS. 

With  a  Blognmhlcal  and  Crftkal  IntiodnetVm  bf  BoasB*.  Svola.  Impvlal  Bto,  cloaelr  bat 
handwinely  prfated,  (pnh.  at  jL  U.),  doth,  IL  lOa.  '^  1S41 

BURKE'S  ENCYCLOPEDIA  OF  HERALDRY;  OR,  GENERAL  ARMOURY 
or  ENGLAND.  SCOTLAND,  AND  IBBLAND.  CoBnUng  a  Bcgfaciy  of  all  Aimorlal  Bear, 
liig^  Cieata,  uidMotloea^from  the  Sariicet  Period  to  the  P^^ 

bjrtho  CollMcof  Anna.  Ifith  an  lotrodaetioD  to  Heraldnr,  and  a  Dtcthmair  of  T«rma.  Third 
Editkn,  with  a  Supplenent.  Oae  veiy  large  -voL  imperial  8ro,  beantUtaUr  prbted  is  noall  trpe, 
la  doable  edhnaaa,  by  WamtnoBAif,  embelHihed  whh  aa  elaborate  noatlapleo^  rlehlj  lUii' 
mlaatediBgoldaadeolom;alaoWoodeat%  (pab.^Si.Si.),clothgilt,ltki.  Wt 

BfEdaioBd* 


appeared  la  eay  pretknia  workTrhla  Tolamab  la  het,  la  a  aaaall  coaipaaa,  but  without  abiidgw 


BURNS'  WORKS.  WITH   UFE  BY  ALLAN  CUNNINGHAM,  AND  NOTES 

BT  SIB  WALTEB  BCOTT,  CAMPBBLU  WORD8WOBTH.  LOCKHABT,  fte.  Bojal8*eL 
ftMPortnlCaBdPlatei,(pab.atiai.),eloth,vnltemwlthB]mm.lO*.6d.  IMt 

lUi  lapoiltinlftheoalyeoniploteedMaoof  Bvnia,laaBiarieTolvnie^8fo.  It  eoatalaa  not 
0147  cveqraeruwUdi  Bona  ever  wroce^  whether  peoie  or  Terae,lrata]ao  a  eoaalderable  aambor 
oHIeoteh  aatknal  alia,  eoikeled  and  miutratad  brum  (not  ghea  ekw 

ing  accouaU  of  the  necaahaie  aaddiwimatanw  of  hla  tarlona  writlafa.  flie  Tocy  ooaplete  aad 
interertlBg  life  by  Allan  CanntngbamahmeoccnplwlMpegM.andihelBdlCMaad01oeaaiy  are 
veryeoplraa.  The whote  ftirma  a  tidd  degaatly printed volaaMk extodta^r  ia aU  to 818 mm 
Theother  edltion%faidadlnff  onepabUabedln  ifaiiUar  ihape,  with  an  abridgment  of  the  LUb  by 
Allaa  Cnaalaghaav  eempriaM  la  only  47  pege%  and  the  whok  volame  ia  oaly  IM  pece%  do  ^ 
coBtala  above  two4hMa  of  the  above. 


CAMPBELL'S  LIFE  AND  TIMES  OF  PETRARCH. 

WlthNodeaaofBoeeaMtoaadUallhietzlonaContamporailea.  Seoond  Edition.  S  Tola.  Sro,  fine 
PoctinltaaBdPtetei^(pab.atlLIlj.6d.),eh)th.Ui.  1848 

CHANNINC'S  COMPLETE  WORKS,  THE  LIBRARY  EDITION. 

Complete  to  the  Time  of  hla  Dcceaia  Printed  fkom  the  Anthoi's  eometed  popleib  tiaaimltted  to 
the  BngUih  PnbUahera  by  tbe  Anther  UmieU.  8  voIb.  poet  8i«b  haadmndl^printcd,  with  a  tae 
Portiidr(P«b.at«.Si^),doth.l2.]ju  i~— »  "^  f^    .ch»  ^^ 

"  Channlag  la  oaqwatioBably  ihejimttt  terittr  ^  iha  agtr—rrattr't  MtgaMht. 

CHATHAM  PAPERS, 

BefafftheCoRceMndeace  of  Wniiam  PitL  Earl  of  Chatham.  Edited  bythe  Exeenton  of  hla 
BoiLJoha  Earl  of  Chatham,  and  pnbliahed  t ---^^-. — 


BoiL^ohaEarlof  Chatham,  and  pnbUahed  from  the  Orlgiaal  Maanacilpa  la  their  poueaiioa. 
4vdl8.8««^(piib.aC8i.l9k).eh)th.lLSa  Jfarf^rTuS^ 

"A  prodncthm  of  greater  hlatorleal  inteteat  eoold  hardly  be  Imagined.  It  li  a  ataadaid  warit, 
which  wiU  directly  peea  into  every  llbrBry.*'~£ttmiy  «««%«. 

**  Then  ia  hardly  any  maa  la  modem  timea  who  dlla  ao  large  a  apace  la  onr  hlaloty,  and  of 
whomwekaowMlittk^aaLordCbathaiBsbewaathegreateet  Stateaaaaa  aad Orator  that  thla 
eomtrrever  pnidaeed.   We  nfard  thla  Wort,  theretee^  aa  one  of  the  greateet  vafaw.*— JUfa* 


CHATTERTON'S  WORKS, 

Both  Proee  and  Poetical,  inelndlng  hia  Letlan;  wHh  NoHoea  of  hit  lift,  Blatory  of  tbe  Bowbgr 
Contioveny,  and  Notea  Critleai  and  EKplanatoiy.  S  vola.  poat  8vo.  dcgaatly  minted,  with 
BngiavedfacBbnOeaor  Chattortoa'k  Handwriting  aad  the  Bimley  MSB.  (Pub.  at  fi«.}.elotb,  9a. 
LaqteP^er.S  volt,  crown  8vo,(p«b.  at  UU.),eloth,  Ilk  ISO 

"Warton.Malone^CroH.Dr.Kaox.Dr.Sberwin.aadothen.lnpraae;  and  ScotL  Wordaworth, 
Urke  White,  MontgmacTT.  Shelley.  CokridgBb  aad  KeBt%  in  verae;  have  oonfared  bating  imaior- 
taUty  vpen  the  Poema  of  Chattertoa.'* 

"Chattertoa'a  waa  a  gaaina  like  thak  of  Homer  and  Bha^agmn,  which  ainmn  not  above 
onee  la  auay  oeatnriaa.''~rJen<aMi  JDwa. 

COOPER'S  (J.  F.)  HISTORY  OF  THE  NAVY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OP 
AMBBICA,  fkmn  the  Earlieat  Period  to  the  PIMM  or  ISU,  S  vnla.  8r»,  (pah.  at  IL  lOa.),  gilt  el^ 
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U  CATALOOUB  OF  KBW  BOOKS 

COPUY'S  (FORMERLY  MRS.  HEWLTrT)  HISTORY  OF  SLAIICRY  AfW 

rrS  ABOLmoK  second EdldM.  «lll&«i  AneaBx, tUek  smatttco,  «ae  r^mit of C    ' 
ipiili.  ate*.),  doth.  4«.«<L 

C08TELLO*8  SKCimCNS  OP  THE  EARLY  FRENCH  POETRY, 

From  the  time  of  the  Troubadoui  to  tin  Baigaor  Hoaiy  !▼«  puetSvo  ,«Uh4Plale^  (fdh.  at 

COOPER'S  COMPLETE  WORKS,  EDITED  BY  SOUTHEY; 

Comprislnr  hb  Poema.  CorreapoodeDoe,  and  Traailaikma ;  with  »  Life  of  tiie  Aitbar.  U  vdt. 
poet  8«o,  cnbeRifthed-«tth  imibcrmu  i  if  liiln  Bi«nii«Ba.  after  the  tet^u  oC  Sabtbi;.  Jaah. 
•til  14«.),  cloth.  U  6a.  iKt 


Thia  la  the  only  complete  eiUtloii  of  Cowpei'a  Woata,  pieee  «id  poctlMl,  vWcli  1 

heea  given  lA  the  world.    Mjmj  o<  <h—  *m  ariU  n^mkmy  inwrrirfu.  mi  ■— aatnwtly  — bc 

appear  in  aojr  other  editkm. 

CRAVnrURO'S  (J.)  PROABSY  TO  SIMI  AWO-OOOHfit^OHmm. 

t««la»»rok1l40,«Bd»nalea.(p«b.MlI.llft«t.),«loch.llk  »» 

CRAWFURD%  EBIBASSY  TO  MA, 

WittkMApp«dUonBaaaiIBemataiah«iMLlv«a4n.   >a^to.tw^iiHh  18  Jlto^  Wlaai  wi  I 

CRUIKSHANK'S  THREE  COURSES  AND  A  DESSERT. 


A  Seriea  of  Talca,  ia  Three  Seti.  tIe,  Ual^  Iianl.«Bd  MUeUaPfW.  Ciia.>a^  «iik  &I 
extxomely  ekver  awl  oouic  lllaatniloaa,  (paib.  atOU.),  ctoU,j^.  tk  |M 

'^TMaJBjf  iliaiiiiiiiBij  jarfirMBCo.  •MkaaaBloaofthopoiBtar.lheinccaadttoMarifct. 
In  one  penon,  ia  unexample£  A  tithe  of  the  talaat  that  irooa  ao  aaktRfr  th«  acortea  «MaB««  cp 
a  dofcn  of  annual  writer* ;  and  a  tithe  of  the  iatentiva  naiaa  that  ia  fb«»la»d.ui  tha  lUiMntivaa 
wnihl  ftiMlah  a  gdtoy."    gaaiiiiai.  ^^^ 

DWDIN'S  BIBLIOMANIA,  OR  BOOK'MADNCBS. 

ABiUhvmphleal  ■■awairw,  Now  Bdittoa,  mith  oOMaMaadhia  AdaWaaa.  tiiilii«M*«^to  the 
aaaanieil  Chaiaoteia  in  the  DaaaM,  aad  a  tepolemeM.  SaohLM^al  tno,  liapi  iiuily  a^ali '. 
cmbeUtabed  bp  wanflaow  Woodo«a.aaaa|r  oTaSfaBbaM  now  lfat«Me<.  (pah.  at  il.im.)7Smk, 
li.lla.«i<.    litmPapet^lBVcaiaLaeo^otwUDkoalywarftiraeiiteawaMpataMLipah.^^ 

Thia  edehrated  Worte.  trMeh  vnltea  the  anlaiUUmieBt  of  a  CEBjnaoa  arith  Ui»  aaoat  wlaahla 
faafbrmation  on  all  biblloeruhieal  aubjeota.  baa  long  been  very  Muut^and  tcU  fat  rifrtflauli  r 
anma— the  amall  paper  for  8/.  St.,  and  the  large  paper  toe  npwana  U  UgaSxietM !  1 1 

DRAKE'S  SHAKSPEARE  ANO  HIS  TIMES, 

Indadiag  the  Biogiaphy  of  the  ^Mt,  OitieiaBa  as  hia  Qmlut  and  Wikia«^ •  ■■■fliMiliiu 
of  his  Plajrs,  and  a  IlUton-  of  the  Mannira,  Caaiqau.  and  Amp»eBaantt,aojiiiirtla»a,  li— ij^aai 
Literature  of  the  Ellubethan  Era.  S  vola.  4to,  (above  1400  pagtsj*  wiih  floe  Foftratt  «Bda  Platr 
of  Atttognpha,  (pah.  at  iLks.).  elath,  iLlt.  M? 

*  Amaateilf  pafdaottmi.  the  irahlleatlim  of  vMek  vfll  forn  an  9peb  fa  the  nuarperfn  h:«- 
torf  of  thia  oottiwy.  It-  oomprtMa  ako  a  eonplete  and  ertticvl  aoatyaSR  or  all  the  Mara  «t.d 
Poema  of  Shalirpeiire ;  and  a  eomprehetulTe  and  powerM  akatch  Of  the  cmtrmpoeaTr  men- 
tnie."— «<«f  (aaMs'e  Jlfapaciae. 

ENGLISH  CAUSES  CELEBRES, 

OB.  UMAEKlBIiE  TRIALS.   BqinralSaao^  (piA.at4iL).cfTumaatalwnvp«r.>L         tM« 

FENN'S  PASTON  LETTERS. 

OfiflBia  LKien  of  tha  Paaton  Vamnr.  Wrivtendntteg  thaBdnaoT  H«nr  VT,  BIwaid  IT^^^ed 
BleBard  III.,  bv  varioua  Persons  of  Rank  aadCoaaeqoanee,  oMely  on  matortadSub^eeCa.  Hew 
edition,  with  ^otaa  and Corroetioua.  epMplaira ia. Saola.  hand  tn  U> ooaare  Idtaio^  lpah.«t  liia.1, 
dpch^?*.*'.   QuainU/boudla  iiiaiMB«anwao^«arvad  baa^STlAkhaaar^-avKlgt 

Tha  origfnal  edition  of  this  veiy  evrloDa  and  Intereatlng  aeriea  of  Matorical  Lettaia  t»  a  rmn 
book,  and  aella  for  npwarda  often  gnineas.  The  present  ia  not  aa  abtidpnwab  aa  aaM*  W  sa^i 
poaed  fhim  iu  form,  but  givea  the  whole  aaatter  br  oalttlDg  thadopUcale  Tank>n  oTIhe  kVen 
wiWea  In  an  obaolete  language,  and  adopting  onljr  the  nora  modnn,  xaadable  vcrtioa  paMiahpd 
bjFenn. 

"The  Paaton  Lf^tera  are  an  fanportaat  taatfaaovp  to  the  praaaoal*a«ndi*hm  of  secityr.aad 
eome  in  aa  a  precious  link  in  the  chain  of  the  nuMral  hiatonr  oC]ai|clM)d,whieh  tlirr  ainai  ft  thi* 
peatod  aappljrV  Thay  atand  Indeed  alngly  in  Bni»pe.''-H^«au^  ^ 

FIELDING'S  WORKS,  EDITED  BY  ROSCOE, 

OOMPLKTB  IN  ONE  VOIiUMS.   (Toaa  Jonaa  AaeHa,  laagHaa  «M.  ia 

Playv,  Baaan.  and  Miacellanlea.)    Medhun  SfoTwUkMeapiaal'  flMaa  by  C»ga« 

ll.4a.i.  cloth,  Kilt.  14a.  Bi«. 

"The  prqae  Hmncr  of  bomaa  natarp."->£anf  Bf**". 
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FOSTER'S  ESSAYS  ON  DICtSION  OF  CHAIIACTER; 

OnaMu'tWntingMMBtiaiis  of  UlmMlft«a  UwcfithetBonmHe;  «a  tk«  AmmIob  of  Mmi  of 

TastotoBTWitelk»lBcU<ioii.A&   Ii^af«»£lcteMMhBdlKli».  <pakM«a.),«tetimiu      1M4 

"Iham  tcadwiththefrcBteit  adiBirBtloD  th«  EaHjrstrfMr.  Vnter.    Hft  b  <n0  of  As  moat 

FOSTER'S  ESSAY  ON  THE  EVILS  OF  POPULAR  IGNORANCE. 

NevSAtkHLelefsntlyittiBtail.  to  ftep.8fo^Bov  ini  wltemvlU  kU  ]UMr»an  Pinlilii  of 
Clianrter,  cloth,  6«.  18tt 

"Mr.Poiter  ^Iwaj* MBiUaod Hik  htobcitwril,  ndtkewM  bjviliih  te>«Uli«aMilltcHay 
^■^a^f  iQ  ^  ••tiiiuitoL 

"▲vorkwUch,pc9alar  Hid  JitelM  M  It  oonflaiMfiris»tMM«««M»«1A  tteUtonndt^ 
pttt  of  tlM  attenOra  which  It  dMCnM/'-Dr.  JV*«MM. 

CAZETTEER.-NEW  EDINBURGH  UNIVERSAL  GAZETTEER, 

AND  GBOORAPUICAL  DIOtlONART.  mora  oompjete  thou  any  hitherto  publ!ahed.   Vew 
~*^*^  n,  i««iicd«iid  complctfld  to  the  Pmrat  Tin*,  hj  Job9  Tbomiox,  (wlicorof  the  Vnhinal 


Jtl*$,  Ac),  very  cWek Svo,  (lOtt iMftei).  Meipe.  (pvb.«t  18».).  eloMi.  Iti.  JbUii»«raA  18M 

TUb  comprehensive  Tolume  is  the  latest,  and  or  fiu>  the  best  UoiTecsal  Oacettcer  of  iu  mm.  It 
iMkkdM  aAuaooovnt  of  ▲^chaaiato,  Mew  SMnd,  Ac.  die. 

GSORCIAN  ERA,  OR  MODERN  BRITISH  BIOGRAPHY, 

CM&jprisins  Memoirs  of  the  Most  EmiMMt  Peceona  wiho  have  iouriahad  in  Qnat  Biilafai  ftom 
the  AccesBion  of  Gconte  the  First  to  tlie  Demise  of  George  the  Fourth,  4  tola,  small  •ratw-Tertaalta 
oa  steel,  (pub.  at  U.  lls.)i.cloth  rllt.  16s.  )838 

CLEIG'S  MEMOIRS  O^  WARR8N  HASTINGS, 

Wint  Ooreaaoc  Oeniwl  of  Beagai.   a«ola.a«D,daeFtttnil»  (p«b.alll.lt.)«cto«h»U.le.        1841 

QOLDSMITH'S  WORKS, 

wtth  a  Lira  and  Notis.  4  toIs.  turn.  S«o,  with  rnffravad  Thlea  and  natea.  hf  BtovoMM  and 
CKUiKsaAHB.    Hew  and  d^ant  Bdltlon  (pub.  at  \L) ,  extra  cloth,  13».  1846 

*'Can  anr  aathot^-can  even  Sir  Walter  Scott,  be  compared  with  Goldsmith  flir  the  ^mhetj, 
beaat/.  and  power  of  hia  oemvoaitlon?  loo  nv  tahrUmmid  'otffhlaaoaciifcHttle  •tan.'ao 
manr  tights  does  heprMent  to  the  imaglaattoa.'*--J</tswisws>. 

"  The  voimoes  of  Ooldsmith  will  ever  eooatitate  one  of  the  most  predoos  '  wells  of  EnriUh  ua- 
defiled.' "— OauirftHv  Rmew. 

GOROON^S  HISTORY  OF  THE  GREEK  RtVOLUTION, 

Aadof  the  Waia  and  CarapaifM  aiulBg  ten  the  Straggles  ef  the  OiMfe  PMilota  In  eiBSMipatlag 
their  Coantry  (h>m  the  Tutlmh  Yoke.  By  the  late  Tmm«s  Oo*s«ir,  GeMinl  of  a  BMhkm  of 
the  Greek  army.    Second  Bditiin,  3  vols.  8to.,  Miq>s  and  Flans,  (pub.  at  U.  10s.),  doth.  10s.  id. 

GCLL'S  (SIR  WHkUMM)  TOPOGRAPHY  OF  ROMS  AND  ITS  VICINtTY.  ^^ 
AnimHwved  BdWom  eomplMe  fail  voL  Sfe^  wHh  aBioNd  nates,  eloth.  Its.  With  a  vetjr  large 
Hap  of  Rome  and  iu  Environs  (from  a  moat  caref^  trlgonometrloal  aarvcy).  monMed  an  dotb. 
andftddadinacasesoastoflDnnavolame.    Together  2  vols.  Svo^  doth.  II.  Is.  ISM 

"  Theae  vdnaics  are  so  rralete  with  what  is  valuable.  |hat  were  we  to  enplof  oar  caliro  ipvmal. 
we  ooidd,  after  all.  aflord  feat  a  meagre  Indication  of  theli  Intereat  and  worth.  ltls,ifldeed,  a 
lasting  memorial  of  eminent  Uterar/  exertion,  devoted  to  a  subject  of  great  InuMnaactv  mtd  one 
dear,  noconlrto  every  seh61a»,  h«t  lo  every  reader  «f  IntdUgence  to  whom  the  cniih  «|  hUtory 
la  an  ol^eet  of  oonaideratlon.'' 

GRANVILLE'S  (DR.)  SPAS  Of  ENGLAND 

and  Principal  Sea  Bathing  Plaees.  Svola.  poati«a^withl«ise3I^«Bd  wwdaof  Sabaantlftil 
WoodeaU  (pob.  at  IL  lis.),  elMta,  Us.  ISil 

GRANVILtE'S  (DR.)  -SPAS  OF  GERMANY. 

a*Q,  with  SB  Weodemaamillapa  (pob.  at  na.),  doth,  k.  180 

HmCM*8  (PROFESSOR)  HISTORICAL  WORMS, 

TiMialatcd  from  the  German,  vis.— Asia,  New  Edition,  oompleta  in  8  fola.— Avaiea.  9«ll^ 
BvBora  am»  its  Cobosias,  1  voL— Ajicisiit  Gajssca,  and  HiarouOA&  TaaATiaaa,  1  wL 

"PiDfeasor  Heeren's  Hlstorloal  Beaearebea  stand  In  the  iwy  hlgheat  rank  anioBg  tfeoatwtth 
which  madam  Geniany  ha*  aailahad  ih«  Mlaiaaaii-ofBaaejau''    ttM>iii%  Jbvisw. 

HEEREN'S  HISTORICAL 
COOBBB.  ABD  TBAMB  ^ 
'^'^ ,  Bihlnp 


Idlli  of  the  Author,  new  i 

d«^/lW*ape,  1838 
HEEREN'S   HISTORICAL  RBSEARCHES   tWfO  THE    POLmcS,    INTER- 

*0m  of  the  moat  vahuOtte  acqubitlOBa  made  to  our  historical  storin  a'noe  the  days  of  CUhboB.* 
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16  CATALOGUE  OF  NEW  BOOKS 

HEEREN'8  MANUAL  OF  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  POLITICAL  SYSTEM  OF 

EUROPE  AND  ITS  COLONIES,  firom  lu  fanuUoB  «t  the  cloM  of  the  Flftceatli  Centun-.  to  it* 
ra-eataUtahmest  iqpra  the  Iktt  of  NapolMD.tiaiidat0dft«n  the  Fifth  Genua  Editiaii.  New 
£dtU0D,eoBipleCeiBlToL8i«keloth.l4c.  UM* 

*'Thebcet  HhtoiT  of  Modern  Bmnpe  that  bai  jet  ■ppeuel.i^  It  bUhdr  low  to  nnaa 
without  •  jiraV'—Jtl^mmmm. 

'<A  vork  Of  MarUng  TalM,«hkh  wm  dtftne  VMM  kaowMfe  te  seBoMkMw  after  8^ 
■hallow  pwtaadew  to  that  dtertrnftna  arefcrtanatdty  ftngotttn.*— Jaeify  Caw<to. 

HEEREN'S    ANCIENT    GREECE,  tmodated  br  BAKcaovr;  and  HISTORICAL 

TREATISES ;  vis.:— I.  The  PoUtieal  Conaeqaencesof  the  Betomatka.  IL TheBiM.  PMcmai 
aad  PnedcU  Influenee  of  Pdltleal  Theonw.  in.  The  BJee  ud  Gravth  of  the  *v-«glSa 
lateieMe  of  Great  BiltaiB.    In  1  toL  8ro^  with  Indeic.  dotl^  Ite.  nc 

HEEREN'S    MANUAL    OF    ANCIENT    HISTORY, 

PartlcolarljwithBeKarltothe  CoBctitvtiaBi,theC<nnmae^and  (heOoloBieiortte&---  ' 
AnUqnlt7>   Tblid  B£tiDii,  aofreeted  and  improveO.  S««  (imb.  at  lie.),  doth,  Uk 

-We« 

Into  aoc 

Eagliih  higher* 

tn^vcthe  paita  of  history. 


HEEREN'S  MANUAL  OF  ANCIENT  GEOGRAPHY. 

Fbr  the  Uoe  of  Schook  and  Private  Tuhkm.  Compiled  ftom  the  Wocka  of  A.  H.  L.  Hxnui. 
lSine^(piih.atS«.M.),eloth,S*.  tk^^rd,  TM^t.  vm 

*[An  oedtattand  oM^oadU^^ 
inlvaie  tnatraction.*— J<llew|F  4ca>fft. 
-A  valeaUe  addltta  to  our  Jtat  oroehodhooka.''-^fi«M«a. 

JACOB'S  HISTORICAL  INQUIRY   INTO  THE  PRODUCTION  AND  CON- 
SUMPTION OP  THE  PBECIOUS  METALS,  S  tela.  Sro,  (pub.  at  iL  4c).  ckMh  Mc  UU 

JAMES'S  WILLIAM  THE  THIRD. 

CoeoBridnK  the  History  of  hit  Bdgn,iUastnted la  aaerfesor  mpnbliahed  letter^ addnved «• 
the  Ddte  of  Shrewebwy,  br  Jambs  Tnaeoa,  SeorataiT  of  StatOL  with  latrodncaoa  and  Necei 
byO.P.B.JAiins,E*«,8vds.8To,PMtrails,(pnb.atS.9«.),doth,18o.  ttll 

JOHNSON'S  (DR.)  ENGLISH  DICTIONARY. 

Printed  veibatia  from  the  Anthor'o  last  PoUoBdltloB.  ITlth  aD  the  Bvanples  In  ColL  Tewhkh 
aiendlzed.  a  History  of  the  Langvaic^  and  aaBagUshGraaiaar.  One  large  voL  tavoW  8m, 
(pakttSLlc),  doth.  U.  8*.  IM 

KNIGHT'S  JOURNEY-BOOKS  OF  ENGLAND. 

BBRKSHIBB,  Indodlnc  a  tan  ]>aa»iptioB  of  Wfaidaor.  With  S BagiBdi«* «a  Wood.  nd« 

large  tUniBteiSd  MivTBediioed  to  la.  6iL 

HAMP8HIBB,  Indodlng  the  Ida  of  Wight.    With  »  E^farl^i  oa  Woo^  and  a  ta|o 

fllaminated  M^k    Bedneedtolc 

DBBBTSHIBB,  Indodfaig  the  Peak,  te.  With  S  Bi«mdngo  ea  Wood,  and  a  large  illwalaiial 

UMBi    ttOttttO0Q  to  1a  wL 

KENT.   With  S8Bi«mTlagoea  Wood,  and  a  large  QfauBlBatedMa^   Bedoced  ti>  s«.  W. 
KNOWLES'S  PRONOUNCING  DICTIONARY  OF  THE  ENCUSH  LANCUAOC 

AgreatinprovenientoaWAxun.    Boyd  Wfo  (pnb.  at  II.  4».),  doth  lettoed,  «a.  a* 

-T*'" ^V^^ ^:t'^  ^^  — r  — r^'' — "-^  ^-^ — r  — r* — rim — rrii  ^ r iiiii o  rum 

Gbmoiriiiia  Serlptara  naaMi^  bofa«  16^000  OMraUiMim  ooattiaBdiiithe^^ 


LACONICS:  OR,  THE  BEST  WORDS  OF  THE  BEST  AUTHORS. 

Seventh  Edftian.   8Tols.]8BOkWlthdegant  Aoatispiaoe^eoatataiingaoPiottnit%  (■oh.aKMaL 
dathgllt,7«.6d.  ffUMsS 

ThU  pleeeaat  cdlaetka  of  pithar  aad  aealflbtloaa  fcadlBg%  fkon  tte  bad  BiwllA  aatkooa  of  an 
ago^  haa  loag  eqjoyed  great  Mid  deserved  popalarlly. 

LANE'S  MANNERS  AND  CUSTOMS  OF  THE  MODERN  EGYPTIANS. 

A  New  and  enlarged  BditlaB,wlth  great  Improvements.   Svds.  8i«^  nnnwnaa  Woodeat^  pofased 

tomatehWiUdnsoa'BAndetttBgyptiaaa,(pob.atll.8c).dothgll^lft.  -™"^.-~ 

"NotUng  eon  be  more  aeenrate  than  Mr.  Lanefs  deeeripHoas  t  the  EuliBh  iahahittalo  mv  tkB 
reading  them  npon  the  spo^  thpy  oasnot  detect  a  dngia  wrqr.*-JUItrS.  ^ 

LEAKE'S  (COL.)  TRAVELS  IN  THE  MOREA. 

jr'a^GSfi-naaa:  ft'  f^s^i.^^^a^jA^'"''^'^^^  "sb 
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LISTER'S  LIFE  OF  EDWARD  FIRST  EARL  OF  CLARENDON. 

With  Oiigiiial  ConeapoDdaDM  and  AnUtentio  Papen,  ncrer  beftm  poUidied.  S  vob.  8to.  Furtrait, 
(pabwaiSl.8t.).c]ot]i,  Ut.  IflilS 

"  A  Wock  of  laborions  nwueh.  witttM  vlth  BMlnly  ahOltf  .*— ^ffac 

LOCKHARTS  HISTORY  OF  THE  CONQUEST  OF  MEXICO  &  NEW  SPAIN 
AND  miCOIBS  or  THB  CONQUISTADOK  BBRNAL  DUB  DBL  CASTILLO.  Written 
brhfanwU;  and  BOW  flmeoinpleic37tniidat«l  from  the  origliiiasptti^   3  Tola.  8*0^  (pvh.  at 

"Bernal  Dia^a  aeeoat  bean  all  the  marka  of  antheBtieltj,  and  la  aeoompaaled  vlth  aoeh 
pleaaant  nalretd,  irhh  aoeh  latereatlng  detaOa,  and  aoeh  amuinK  vaoitjr.  and  yet  ao  pardonable  tai 
an  old  loldicr.  who  haa  been,  aa  he  boaati,  In  a  hondnd  and  nineteen  battlea,  aa  renden  bit  book 
one  of  the  moat  aingnlarthat  la  tobeftiand  Inany  langoase."— Dr.AoAOTiaaniaMf  "HMOry  tT 

' — ' -fc- 

I'S  (MONTGOMERY)  BRITISH  COLONIAL  LIBRARY : 

K a  popolar  and  anthentie  Deaeripck»  of  all  the  Coloniea  of  the  Britlab  Bmplr^  and  em- 

^thTfitST-Fhyrtcal  QeoTOfeqg!y-9^ 
■  iiiiMMeiia    niweiniiitnii    Fiiianf f   miUaiy  JPfWinffe    iomniprfe    siuppUig^-Monetaiy  Bjaiem 

Bfllglftii ^IVrrn^t^Vnj  WUte  and  <*ftlffiirff^  — IMw^fVrfi  and  the  Preaa— Bmtanthm-  ■■aoeial 

8tBte/Ve-  of  each  SettkoMBt  Foondad  en  Ofldal  and  Pnblle  Doeomenta,  (bralabad  br  Govern- 
ment,  the  Hon.  Baat  India  Companjr,  fte.  Dlnatimted  br  original  Hapa  and  Platea.  lOTola. 
ftMlacap  8««^  (pnb.  at  SL),  etoSTirUk 

TheaelOToU-eovtala  the  tnila.fNOkV«ibatim,  with  afewaddltkna.   BadivolaaMoftheabov* 
aariea  ia  eompleta  In  itaeK  and  aoid  aepaialalj,  aa  ftdkma,  at  aa;  6d.  »~ 
ToL  I.— Tnn  CAX^AaJUrrnn  Avn  Lownn. 
▼oL  II.— Nnw  BooTK  WALna,  Tax  Dnumra  LAirn.  Swaii  BiTnm,  and  Sovth  AuarnAUA. 


MARTIN< 

Forming  I 


In  itaeK  and  aoid  aepamalj,  aa  ftdkma,  at  aa;  6d.  »~ 

"' —  Lowu. 

Dnumi'a  LAirn.  Swam  BiTnm, 
Vol  IIL— Tm Catb or  Ooon Horn. MAiininoa,and SsTcnnuna. 
Td.  lYw—Tnn  Wsav  iKaina.   VdL  Lr~Jamalci^  Hondnfaa,  Trinidad,  Tobago,  Giannda,  the 


ToL T^-Tnn  WnerliiniBa.   ToL Hw-Britlah Ontan^ Barbodoea,  St Loda.  St. Tfaieent. De> 

mewia,  Baaafnibob  Bertdm.  Angirilhi.  Tartol^  StKigv      ' 

andNeria. 


ToLTIj— NoTA  Seona,  Nnw  BnovawTci.  CAvn  BnnToir,  Pnixcn  EnwAnn'a  lau,  Turn 
BsBMVBAa,  Nnwvopii9LAnn>  and  Hoveoa'a  Bat. 

VdL  TIIv-OMnAi.TAa,  Mama,  Tnn  lomAii  l8i.Ain»a,  Ac.  „  .       .     ^       . 

ToL  VIIIw-Tan  EAav  Ivnna.   Vol.  I.  containing  Bengal,  Kadraa,  Bombay.  Agn,  fte. 

VoL  IZ^Tnn  EAar  Innina.   VoL  U.  ,  ^  .      «    ,      « 

VdL  X.— BniTian  Poaanaaioiia  m  rna  Ivbiah  ahv  AnAMTic  OcBAaa,  tIs.— Cevlon.  Penang, 
Malaoea.  SlngnoN^  Slerm  Leona.  the  Gambia,  Cape  Coaat  Oaaikk  Accn,  the  FalUmrf  lakA 
-'  «•  '  — Ml,  laf  AewiH  ' " 


MAXWELL'S  LIFE  OF  THE  DUKE  OF  WELLINGTON. 
a  handaome  tolonea  9io.   Bmbcllial  ' 

Cooran  and  other  eminent  aitiata,  < 


Hapa;  beaMea  a  great  nvmber  of  fine  1 

IL&.   Laige paper, India pRM«^(pnb. at U.),  I 


manv  and  fbfthftal;  the  battle  pietnrea  anfannted  and  brllUant;  and 
and  mannefa  wocthj  of  the  mOKaiy  genlna  of  Honee  Vemet  Umaair.' 

MILTON'S  WORKS,  BOTH  PROSE  AND  POETICAL, 

With  an  Introdoetocj  Bevlev,  ^  Putonnji,  eompleta  tn  I  thiek  tqL  imperial  8vo.  (pab.  at 
Rlfc).  doth  lettered,  ILIJL  1&2» 

TUa  to  the  anl7  emnplate  adilte  of  imtoara  Pnee  Worts,  at  a  modante  priee. 

MITFORD'S  HISTORY  OF  GREECE,  BY  LORD  REDESDALE, 

TheChranotear  eofraeted  and  eoauaired  with  Cllmt»^»  FmtH  OtUemkt,  bj  K»«,  (CadeH'a  laat 
andmoeh  the  teat  edition,  uas)  8««Sa.  8fo,  (pob.  at  4Lte.),  gilt  doth,  V.V»M. 
-TMe-marided  calf  estn,  b;r  <AAnxn,  41.  I4fc  6dl 

In  raapoet  to  tUa  new  and  taapraved  edhtan,  one  of  the  moat  Bmlnent  aeholan  of  the  preaent 
dagr  baa  eipreaaed  Ua  ofplntan  that  "the  Incraaaed  adfantagaa  glvan  to  it  hBfe  donblad  the  origiDAl 
vaEnaofthewort." 

It  ahodd  be  obeerred  that  the  a 


ftre  with  the  integrltj  of  the  text. 


Aa  thara  are  mnnjr  edithma  of  Mhiwdra  Oraaoa  baim  the  pnbU&lt  mar  be  noeaaaaqr  to  ebaam 
that  thapnaamoetatao  edition  to  the  onlr  one  which  contabaMr.Klniea  laat  eoneetiona  and 
addlilaM(whldi,aaatatad In htoad«fad«mant, are  material);  it  to  at  the  aaaaa  time  the  only 
edition  wMehahenId  at  the  greaent  day  be  ehoeanlbr  the    enttaman'a  library,  bataig  the  band 


thai 
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MITFORO'S  HirrORV  or  aRBtOK,  (tfONMiMfli) 

Iw  to  perhaps  tlie  beat  of  all  modem  Uatoriana  vhatioem.   fito  viMMS  ava  Ian 
meareh.  and  caraesaaaH." 
"Conddercd  with  Kmeet.  BOt  only  to  tlia  wbdie  Mries  of  andent  ernetitovUdh  h  ooaspi^ 

S!!U!U^lH\*^''S5yyf  >^^  ^  jftnfem''  '°'*^'  ^'^^'^  i.  U*  ba*  tha»  tai 

•Hone's  UTOPIA,  OR,  THE  HAPPY  fCEPUBUC, 

A.  FUkMopbical  Bomanoei  to  which  to  addetL  THB  NEW  ATLAIfTO.  br  !«•»  Ba«Mr:vith  a 
VMfadMrr  l)toaonne,aiid  ttia(M,hrriu8«»JttBr«/aip.a«^  (MlhM«a.),«lat^4fc«JUwUih 
^haUfcoTMrllMnNWiMaiChrfaa  Ja«M  mAMiwlSkwkt^iShii^Mf^ikSmh^m,    IM 

OMIAM'9  POeWS, 

TmMlatad  hy  UAcmmmmom,  vitk  DtoaertatioBa,  oaaeamlBK  tha  Era  and  Focni  af  OailHi;  aad 


Db. BuiB'a  Critical  DiaifrrittoB, ooaaplate  in  I neadjpnnted *oL, Uaaa^ ftiaiHifiiiiii,  (Mk ac 
4k),  eloth,  St.  OH 

OUtCieV«8  ($llt  WILLIAIff)  TRAMEU-IW  VWRIOIIB  COmiTWS  OF  THE 

BAST.  MOBS  rAXnCCLABLT  FBttBU;  vMi  Bstneta  tavn  nre  and  ntaiMa  Orienul 
Mwniirripti.  aadgpiatw  anil  wya,  8  tali.  4to,  (p»h.  at  iU.),  eaya  capi>  hwrt»  «t  >a. 


daMV%Sv«la.4iD.(p«h.stlU.).eiftac9QiJkbew4%SLaa.        153 

PERCY'S  RELIQUES  OF  ANCIENT  ENGLISH  PQCfRY, 

Coaatotfag  of  Old  Hctolc  BaUads.  Soon,  and  oUaer  Ptoeei  of  our  Eariier  PMi^tagalkervttia 
■ome  tear  of  latw  date,  and*  eoajooa  OBmmt,  cowplate  to  I  wi-  niediuw  tia^  IlbwaBd«dc«cnt 
BditioD,  with  beautiMIy  aq;imTed  title  and  ftvottoplaee,  I7  BtqjLanoi^  (paku  aft  It*.),  cMI^  fnh. 


"  But  above  all.  I  than  tat  beana*ao«Mtoiad  vltk  Bp«  Benf's  'BdlfaM  af  Aaetot  Paeor ' 
11m  iM  tlM^  tdo^  1  ooaU  acn^ka^dmSaUii^ 

beiored  Tolames;  nordoIbeUeTelaterieadaoook  lialf  so  tetoantlr*  wWh-halt  thaauha- 
atMB**^-Mr  ITaitBTfeoM. 

■  Peiay*t  BaMtiiaaaw  tha  aoat  agiwalili  iriirtlaa,  iiiiibip^  iiMib  ■ton  In  bbj  tofna.*- 
KUit, 

POPULAR  ERRORS,  EXPLAINED  AND  rLLUSTRATEO, 

Bj  JoBM  Tinna,  Unthar  of  Laaaa»^  and  Bdiior  of  the  "Xllofftnt 
A»p.  9to,  eloaely  but  elefantly  printed,  ftontispieo^  cloth,  retaaed  to 


XllBfftnt^  LBBira  KtrntT)  thSrk 


PORTIIII>S  PROGRESS  OP  THE  NATION, 

In  ita  varkma  Soctol  and  Economical  Betotkuia,  from  tha  bedDnhiv  •'Ite  K^MlaMik  Cea 
thepreaentTlme^8ToU.poM8TO.,  (pab.atli.4«.).eioth.l3«.6d.  C9la».Jr«^i^ 


PRIORI  LIFE  OF  BDMUMD  BURKE, 

iMHi  naanbltohed  Speehneaaor  Usftoe(nr«ndlM»m.  nfc»H  I  ■■  >  l^iiii  1 1  ■■iIm^ »w. 

Portrait  imdAtttographi^<pab.  at  44a.),  gl»aiolh,lfc  t» 

"EKeellent  tealing,  tn  perMcmmi  and  Ibtdble  lanfqnta.''M>MrtoH|f  Km(t\tk 

PRKWS  Lire  OP  OLIVCR  OOtDSMfTH, 

ten  »  vaiiMy  of  OrigtnaL  l«v«er^  S  ToU.  SiOb  Wbanclr  fdDted,  (pnbu  at  a  Ifli:).  gflt  cMb. 


-  Tha  Mild  wmA  of  tUa  btagiThrianitota  In  tha  mwnairililiiM  wiaadntea  whtob  I 

hM  aathered  in  the  eoona  of  hto  anzione  reaearchfla  among  OoUamitk'a  BarvmoK  aeanalntafw. 
and  the  immedtote  descenitonia  of  faiaMnanakfriaida  in  V>!idfMi»  and  laUtiona  to  MH1A4  ahem 

Sin  tha  rich  mau  of  the  poetfi  Awnftzadtorieuen,  whldi,lieh«i  been  eMMed  loMnr  tq^eABr 
the  flnt  time.    Ifo  noePa  letten  tai  tha  vorid,  not  even  thoea  of  Owper, apfaatrw oa man 
intaresting."— <tiiarf«r2|r  RnUw. 

RABELAIS'  WORKS,  BY  SIR  TMOMAS  URjQUHAAT, 

|faMn«x,«idOanu.s«4iitSMBMtairKo|i»hji>M«Ma«4Bthaifc  4wila.  leap  *toi»  (awh. 
U).  doth.  16«.  UM 

Babelato,  akhOQgfaa  etosste  In  CTeiy  Ewafean  toiigaiit  aB»  niwd 
«ao  tod»aea»Hrlhi  iwetait  iiph  eni  elnuM  naik>ha<vil imik^miiviti 

**  The  moet  eddnntcd  and  eertafnlr  the  moat  briBtant  MtAnManee  lad 
betonge  to  thia  age.  to  that  of  Babetoto.''-JEr«U«ii'«  LiUrmS*  ^  Banqw. 

"JaiMtlahatatouMb  thAfMl  mt^lm  nitedn«<  lh»ww!iV  WhrtwiHiifc  Hmin,€ 
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RICH'S  BABYLON  APIO  PCRSEPOUf , 

^     ~*  -    •  ....  <...     .^■m,  .^.  •_  -    » —  mm ._  ^^  ^^  Btalnt;  L-_ 

e  of  *  iauntf  to  fenepoUi, 
1  natn,  (pul». At  II.  U.).  docb. 


^,  Namtlmofa  Jovracj  to  the  Site  of  BabjElni  t  Two  ViBBoln  on  « 
the Topofioiihj of Aadeiit Bebfloiv hr Uajor  nsirifeu. iTtanotlve of  i 
with  UtfiintottiiimbllshedCvneUbn&liaei^loiis.  8ro.llet»  and  Plat 


rrsoN's  vAfiioiis  woRKt^AMirMeniieAL  romanceb, 

As  PaUbhed  by  PlekerlB&  tho  Set.  Ha^BoMii  HooiL  S  vrittr-Aenala  of  the  Ghkieiiieiis. 
8 Tola.— Andent  Sooft  end  BaUada, 9 «ol&>-Meinotnof  the Celt%  1  voL— LUb of  K!i«  Arthur, 
1  voL— Aadon  Popolar  Peatir,  1  n>L— fMir  TtitM,  1  tbL— Letters  and  Meaiaiiaof  BUfoa.  2  toU.  : 
together  IS  TBli.  peat  Svok  (pah.  at  61. 6t.6#.l.«hnh,  sill.  SLflH^  lifi7-93 


Or  ttptrtUtg  M/Ubwe; 


UnoiTS  BOBIlf  HOOD,  a  CoUeettaB  ef  iMleak  PaoM,  8ei«i^  and  BiAaii^  velMlw  to  that 


BITSOirS  AimALS  OV  TUB  CALBDOmAlCS.  FXCT8.. AlfO  SCOTS.   3  vola.  Ito 

BXTSON* S  MEM0IB8  OV  THB  CBLTS  OB  OAULS.   UM. 

BRBOM'S  ANCIENT  SONGS  AND  BALLADS.   8ToU.18t. 

BITSON'S  PIECES  01  ANCIENT  POPULAB  POETBT.    Poet8«o.7«. 

BIT80N*S  FAIBT  TALES,  BOw  Ant  collected;  to  wfaleh  are  prefixed  two  Diaeertatfoaa— I.  Oa 
PtCiniee;8.0nFaifiea^8t. 

BITSON'S  LIFE  AND  LETTBBS  OF  JOSEPH  BXTSON,  Be^  edUed  ftvn.  Oligiiiala  in  the 
POMeselon  of  his  Nephew,  bj  Sir  HAaais  NMoi.Aa,  t  vota.  Ms. 

"  No  lihratT  can  be  called  complete  la  old  EBfUth  lor^  which  haa  net  the  whole  of  the  pro- 
ductions of  this  laborloaa  and  sucoeestal  antiqaaxy."— ^(asiMram. 

"  Joeeph  Bltson  was  an  antiqnaiy  of  the  first  prdsBT   ftaaifti^>  ttmAtm, 

ROBINSON  CRUSOC.  CABINET  nCTOfflAi.  KDITION, 

Indudiag  bis  Anther  Adventnies,  with  Llfo  of  Defae,  Ac.  npwards  of  80  fine  Wood^nts,  firom 
Dcaignsbj  HAaTST.  fcap.  »nh  New  and  hiviamdXdliiaa,  with  adttthuMl  Cni^  eloth,  gIll,ftiL  IMS 

The  oalj  smeU  cdithm  wUeh  Is  ^te  eoBsplele. 

"  Perhaps  there  cxtots  no  worit,  either  of  instraetlon  or  enteMahaienl,  in  the  Englbh  laninuge. 
which  has  bevD  more  fenerallj  rrad.  or  more  deaerredly  admired,  than  the  Liie  and  AdTmtures 
of  Bohlnson  Crasoe."-Sir  WtiUr  8egti, 

ROLLINGS  ANCIENT  HISTORY, 

A  Hew  and  complete  Edition,  with  easnMdTkontispiaeeB  and  7  Haps.  S  wla.  hoond  ia  I  stoat 
haadwme  voL  r^ral  Bn,  (pub.  at  li.  4*.).  cloth.  VU.  1844 

The  oniT  complete  rdition  in  a  oompaet  ftarm:  It  is  vnlftirm  in  stse  and  a^earaaee  witlt 
Moznn's  Seiies  of  Dramatists,  fte.  The  preHoas  editions  of  BoUia  in  a  siasle  TOlnme  are  greatly 
abrldsad,  and  contain  sesiosljrhairthaMdk.  ^^ 

ROSCOC'S  UFE  AND  PONTIPICATE  OF  LEO  THE  TENTH. 

New  and  moeh  Impsofod  Edltfoau  edited  by  Us  Son,  Tbohas  Boseoa.  Complete  la  S  stoat  toIs. 
Sro,  closely  bat  verj  handsomely  prfaited,  niuettatad  by  S  fine  FBrtralt%  and  nvaurena  lUus- 
traaveEncraviBgs,ashcadandtail-plcoes,chith,ll.4s.  lS4fc 

ROSCOE'S  UFE  OF  LOREMSO  OE  MCfStfCf,  CALLED  "THE  MAGNIFICENT.'' 
New  and  much  Improfed  Bdlthm,  edited  bgr  hta  Son.  TnoiiAa  Boecoa.  Complete  in  1  stoat  toI. 
Sd  '^"'^^"y  Te^haadMoaelr  printed,  ll]nstiated>r  manerous  Bngmvings,  Introdoeed  as  head 

"  I  hsTe  not  terms  sngdent  to  eaprees  my  admlmlaii  of  Ur.  Baseoe's  gonlna  and  eradition,  or 
my  gratitude  for  the  amusement  and  inlbnnation  I  have  reoeived.  1  reoommend  his  labours  to 
oar  eountry  as  works  of  nnqueetlonahle  genios  and  uncommon  mnlt.  They  add  the  name  of 
Boseoe  to  the  veiy  first  rank  of  English  Classical  Hlsta>iaaa.''-Jfe<fM«ff,  Piomito  ^LUtrmturt. 


"Boscoe  is,  I  thfaih,  hy  <hr  the  heat  of  a»  nislw^Ms,  hotk  fcr  heaat*  of  style  andjbt  deep 
cafleetloBss  andUstianslationaofpoaiKyaieavBaltothaoiiflnab.'— r^psti;  Aa^qTOoM 

ROSCOrS  ILLUSTRATIONS,  HISTORICAL  AND  CRITICAL, 

of  the  LiFB  or  Loaanao  »b  Mantci.  with  an  A||M>dU  of  Orlgtaal  Doenmenfs    SfObPlertBsit 

*•*  ThlsvotaanalssapvIameBtwytoanodttionaofthewwk. 

scorns  {sir^walter)  poetical  works. 

^Btalafair  Lay  of  the  Last  HbetnLXMlon,  Lady  of  the  Laka^  Don  Bedari^  Biftrty.  Ballads* 
c  S 
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SHAKESPEARE'S  PLAYS  AND  POEMS. 


SHERIDAN'S  (THE  RIGHT  HON.  R.  BRINSIXY)  SPEECHES, 

wltha8kBtelioflibLife.edlt«41i7AOoMtitatkiMl9ktaBd.    Rcw«  "      ' 


SMOLLETTS  WORKS,  EDITED  BY  ROSCOE. 

Complete  la  1  voL  (BodaWk  Baadov*  HinnpluwCliBliir,  FenRilM  PteU^  TiamcfW  Giccvc^ 
ConntFMlioB,  AdTcntoretof  u>Aton.T»««U.na7i»*e.)    Meilan  Sn^  wlU  U  capital  PlMi 

"PcrhajM  no  books  ever  wiittveicitediadipctlA  of  IneitlBcaldiBUalaii^  Sadletrte.' 

—Mr  WmUerBettL 

SOUTHEY'S  HISTORY  OF  BRAZIL. 

Snili.4lOk(|Nib.ai7LU&),elotIi.iG»ecbSi.fic  t/tf 

SOUTHEY'S  LIVES  OF  UNEDUCATED  POETS. 

To  which  are  •ddad.'AttemrCa  in  Venep"  b7 '<>■■  iosM,  aa  <Nd  Scnaat.    Ciowa  8«a^  (nk. 

SPENSER'S  POETICAL  WORKS. 

Complete,  with  Introdoctoiy  ObeermUoBaoa  the  FaefteOaeaweadOkaMrial  Kola,  hnAmMclr 
piiaMfaktTdb.  pott  8««^iMPamalt(pab.  at  IL  111.  6£).  dock.  iLli;  ttC 

SWIFTS  WORKS,  EDITED  BY  ROSCOE. 

Complete  la  9  toIb.   Medtam  8v^  FMtntt  (pah.  at  IL  ]>■.),  dotk  gOt,  IL  4iu  ISV 

"Whoerer  la  tke  thrce  Uaidoma  hat  aay  books  at  d],  has  SwUL'-Xenl  OMta^bU. 

TUCKER'S  LIGHT  OF  NATURE  PURSUED. 

Complete  la  8  mis.  8to  (pah.  at  li.lOt.K  cloth.  Ue.  OS 

"The'IlKhtorNatuw*  Isawwk  which,  after  madi  ooaridendaa. I thlak  mridfiiH  li  il 
cbU  the  moat  origiaalaad  praAmad  that  has  eicr  appeared  oa  aionl  philooeph]r.*-4irXHM» 


WADE'S  BRITISH  HISTORY,  CHRONOLOGICALLY  ARRANGED. 

ComprdiendlBKa classified  Aaalysis  of  Bleats aad  Ooeoncneea  la  CharA  aad  State. and  of  Iht 
CoastttatSoaaCroUtkal.  ConmeMial,  lateDeetaaL  aad  Social  Pngiess  at  the  Uait«l  Tli^as, 
from  the  nrst  Ittvasloa  b7  tbe  Boamas  to  thelacesaloa  of  Qaeca  Vtctaria,  with  ^wy  tJptoa 
lades  sad  SapplaaeaL  NewEdWoa.  1  large  said  ransifeaUy  tUA  wL  fonl  Sro  (I»>  pans). 
cIoih.lte.  bW 

WATERSTON'S  CYCLOP>CDIA  OF  COMMERCE, 

lOSRCANTILE  LAW,  VINANCB,  COMXEBCIAL  OBOOBAPHT  AND  NAY1GATI0N. 
New  Edition,  ladndlng  die  Naw  TABirv  (eomplete  to  the  present  tfane) ;  the  Faaaca  Tamxtw. 
as  Ihr  as  It  eoneems  this  eooatiy :  aad  a  naatlse  on  the  Prtadples,  Praetiee.  aad  nieiasj  of 
Commeroe,  bf  J.  B.  M'Coi.i.oca.  Oae  Teqr  thicl^  doseij  priated  toL 9ro  (MO  page*),  whh  fear 
maps  (pab.  at  U  4s.),  extra  doth,  lOfcftf.  l»q 

'*Thls  capital  wwk  wOl  be  itanad  a  moat  valuaUe  mamul  to  every  eoauaocial  ama,  aad  a 
aaefel  book  to  the  general  reader. 

WHYTE'S  HISTORY  OF  THE  BRITISH  TURF, 

7E0M  THE  EABLIE8T  PERIOD  TO  THE  PRESENT  DAT.  S  vols,  ftra^  Plate^  (pak  at 
11.8su),elech»Ufc  tM0 

WILUS'S  PENCILLINGS  BY  THE  WAY. 

A  new  aad  beaatUU  Edition,  with  addltioBS,  feapu  Sfo^  flae  Poctoatt  aad  Platen  (pab.  at  St.),  cxoa 
red  Tarkey  doth,  rkshlj  gat  back.  4S.  W. 

"AUrdyfeeardef  test  Imptesshms,  eoavejIaK  vMdly  what  was  seea,  heard,  aad  M^  by  an 
active  aad  inqnisltlve  traveUcr,  throogh  some  of  the  nmst  latcnsthig  pens  of  Ewupa.  Ht« 
enrloalty  aad  lore  of  enterprise  are  nabooaded.  The  aanntiTe  Is  told  m  easy,  flaeat  HHvace. 
wtthapoefspowcroffflttsiariSaB.''~EdtBA«ryAJbelm.  ^^ 
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CjgeoIOflSt  fiHtXBl^f  'BttltfiiMtttal  Utotots^  Set* 


BAXTCRPS  (RICHARD)  PRACTICAL  WORKS, 

With«nAeoountorUMAothiir.a]idanEna7oaysOciita%Wotki,ttdTliB«s4volt.  Imperial 
8ni,partmlt,(pab.at4l.4*.)e]oUi,Sl.lSfc6rf.  1843 

BINGHAM'S  ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN  CHURCH. 

New  and  fanpitivBd  EditinB,  MitfUl7  reriaed,  with  an  «BlazMd  Index.    3  vqla.  Imperial  8to^  eloUi, 
ll.U«.6d.  184« 

"BlnshamU  a  writer  wtodoce  equal  bonoor  to  the  Encltoli  eleriy  and  to  the  Enrlteh  aatiOQ , 
aad  whoM  leaning  k  only  to  be  equalled  byhia  modenttion  aod  lmpartlaUt7."—aMr^^ 


Qnite  complete,  with  a  LUb  and  Notei,  bf  the  B«t.  T.  Scott.  Teas.  13mo,  with  %  fine  ftill-ciaed 
Woodenta  hy  Haetbt,  containing  all  fan  Soo.they'B  edition ;  alao^  a  ftae  Frantlq^lece  and  Tlgnette, 
clotfa,a«.6d.  1844 


BUNYAN'S  PILGRIM'S  PROGRESS. 

^Ddte  complete,  with  a  LUb  and  Notea.  brth 
woodenta  hy  Haetbt,  containing  all  fan  Soul 
cloth.  Scad. 

CALMETS  DICTIONARY  OF  THE  BIBLE.  WITH  THE  BIBLICAL  FRAC- 

1IXNT8.  bj  the  Ute  CnAnua  Tatlok.  6  Tola.  4to.  QlnstMted  \j  908  Copper-plate  EmcmvlnKa. 
EbriithmU^enlaiKed  Editloqp  beaotiftillj  printed  on  fine  wore  paper  (pub.  at  lOLTOkjiJlU 

"Ifr.  Taykn^a  fanmored  edition  of  Calmetfa  Dlctfcmair  la  tadispeniably  neeenanr  to  avanr 
BlUleal  Student.  The  additkna  made  nnder  the  title  of  'Prngmenta,'  are  extracted  fhnn  the 
moot  rare  and  nuthenile  Toyagea  and  Tra:Tela  Into  Jndca  and  other  Oriental  ootuitriea ;  and  com. 
prehend  an  aaacmblagc  of  coriooa  and  Ulnctratire  deaerivtiona,  explanatonr  of  Soiptnre  ineidenta, 
onatoma,  and  mannera,  which  eoold  not  poaaibly  be  ex^afaied  bj  any  other  medium.  The  nama< 
looa  enjpnringa  throw  groat  l^ht  on  Oriental  euatoma."— HerM. 

CALMEPS    DICTIONARY    OF    THE    HOLY    BIBLE, 

CARY'S  TESTIMONIES  OF  THE  FATHERS  OF  THE  FIRST  FOUR  CENTU- 

M^  TO  THB  (SnSWTCWO  NiSjpDO^^^  CHURCH  OFENGLAND, 

a8aetfcrthlnthojaxiXArtlclea,8?0i(pnl».atna.),cloth,7a.«<l.  (^ird.  Jiattaf a. 

-ThlBWorkmaybedaaaedwIththoaeorPearaonandBlahopBnll;  and  anch  a  claaaiflcatlon 

la  no  mean  bonoor?*— Cbirc*  q<E«^taMl  QiMrftrlp. 

CHARNOCK'S  DISCOURSES  UPON  THE  EXISTENCE  AND  ATTRIBUTES 

O?  G<S.  "mpkStoiniSKhS^^  (l«».  «  l*^).  ^ 

-  Perapicaltr  and  depth,  metapbyatc^  anhlimlty  and  ewigellcal  rimpUdtj.  fanmenac  learning' 
daetiona  that  ever  dUlhonowto  theaanctlfled  Jodgment  and  gcnlna  of  a  human  bemg.  — IVptady. 

*^"S?Jbita?tbi  tonJStof  Simed  Jh.^^ 

LLJ),rifc-Wat««'a  ApoloB7  ftrChrirtton^j  Wataotf a  Anoto  ft»  the  Bible:  P 

$3±^'a5l?.«iSSaatSR5S^ 

^^^^iJiS^lhStt^  Ea«r  Ifethod  with  the  JeU;  Chandler'a  Plain  Beaaoni  fo  brtng  n 
G^ii^U^^o^cS^S^  St. Paul;  Ca^AdT^tajerta^^  8h€^ 

toSvMal o5 the  Wltneaaea.  with  Sequel;  Weaton  the  Iteaoneetkm.  In  1  foL  rojal 8fo,  (Pub. 
atl4«.),eloth,10B.  "^ 

^"SSiJg'^of lE^SS^^  T^ytfaea.  editad  ^SLfrSik'^^'^^lil^i^S^SSt 

udDlaaOTtatlona on theSeriptwal Doetrinea of  AtoneBont  nnd  Saeriflee :  Witherapoon'ii me* 
S&%SSe«r%SwefiSSVMaa'a  Ciook 

iSiF  rfaUtbe ftSShett;  LeaVa Antbentlelty, Uneorrimted Prwertation,  •^S^^^^.^ 
SSir'tatBmmt:  Stuartfa  Lettera on  the  DMnlty  of  CUtt.  In  1  toL  lojal 8ro,  (pnb. at ia»), 
«loth.8a.  "^ 
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GATiXOOVB  OP  NBW  BOOK! 


CRUOCN*S  CONCORDANCE  TO  THE  OLD  AND  NEW  TESTAMENT, 

revised  rad  eondeowd  by  G.  H.  TUmwaj,  thick  IStto.  Wanrifliny  prfoted  (p«bw  m  fc.),  dalh» 


"An  cjctrnndj 
work,  omitUuir  on 
poan  4»f  refo  cBcc 


IjMCttj and  yvf  elMap  edltkm.  It  oobUIdb  dl  that  to  oacAd  fai  tha  oriflBal 
goljprepostthma,  rtM^onetloiUL  te,  which  can  bcmt  be  Bade  avaflahte  tepav. 
cc.   Indaed  it  k  all  that  the  ScriptiiR  atadoit  can  dedic.''--«««ntMik 


Iff  hte  Sermona,  I>e*otlont,  JPoema,  Letter*,  ftc^  edited,  wHh  a  new  Meaoir  bv  the  Be*. 
Altok  o.  6  handjome  vol*.  9n,  with  ftnc  Ptntiait  after  Vaadjck  (pah.  at  9i.  ul),  ocm 
daced  to  12.  ISfc  PcHi«r.  UM 

"We  cannot  forbear  reneattng  Mr.  Coleridge^e  qneatfam, '  Whj  are  not  D 
tons  reprinted  r '  His  Life  i«  poblUbcd  in  a  ebeap  form  by  the  Socieiy  ft 
[Bowlcdge,  and  deeertadlj  ao  In  etaiy  noaeet;  bat  w^rdaai  Oadk»<  i 


DONNFS  (0«.  40Hm  WORin. 
Inclndinff  hte  Sermons,  I>e*otlonSi  Poema, 
HiHav  Alvoho.   6  bamf 
eloth.  reduced  to  12.  ISs. 

Doaa^  votopee  eit^ 

KnowieageT  and  deseirtaffly  so"  te"etmyTiiaaVtrrbatlii^f  iaw"6i~"''   "        '  "    " 

Vtk^  aSmmm of.1ha»iMiiH  ffUBiftto oftha  i ii  ■aMialgeiT- 

to  remain  all  bat  totallj  nnlmown  to  the  ttodents  toMai^  of  «he  rtiiih  rftmlw^Mi  l»«e 
llterair  world  ta  fenczalf-'QiMBtsatp  itaneMb  vbL  lis- P<  fk 

FULLER'S  (REV.  ANDREW  COMPLETE  WORKS; 

With  a  Memoir  of  hit  LU<  h7  Ua  800,  OMlaiie  inLJnperiaiai^  N««  Sdltfea,  Pwttait  (prih.  at 
II.  ]««.).  doth*  It  te.  "^  '       "^  •  »— -^         — — «,  '■"■^ 

GREGORY'S  (DR.  OLINTHUS)  LETTERS  OM  THECMDENCCS, 

AND  bUTIBS  OF  THE  CHRISTIAN  KKUGIOM,  liilmiiiii  to  a TriS. 
-"" *-'•'  ">iaectlHM.   C«Bplttaialthttw«U.piiBt«l«elaM 

" We  earnestly  reoQBuaendthla  work  to  tiMattentirapertiMl  of  all  ealthMei»inik  Wean 
ac^aai&tad  with  no  book  In  the  citele  itf  B^kIMi  fitemtoicv  wUeh  l»cMalr«aleflEle4  tPfAae 
wiaiy  Igwemlwrtifawmolthe  wiiwri^  theaatMej,  and  thftlBipwiaaMiiriiiiwlii  ■■gi  J^ 

GRAVES'S  (DEAN)  WHOLE  WORKS. 

Now  arst  eolleeted.  eomprlsfaMSasap  on  Ae  Clierarlw  of  the  Apoatlaa  anAEw 

aa  the  year  last  Baeka  of  thePantaiwiMh ;  Proolbef  the  Txinlbr;  Abaahsce  f 

nand  with  the  Bcdpiwe  atamneMof  tWJoatieaofOod;  andScniaDa;  wkhUfo  Whta  Cob. 
Sir.  B.  U.  GaATM.  4  i>ala.<irot  handsoBBBly  prtaited,  PortraU  (pah. at  VL  Ms X  ahUh^lLifc,    MW 

GRAVES'S  (DEAN)  LECTURES  ON  THE  PENTATEUCH. 

Bro.  New  Edition  (pi^.  at  Ml),  tloth,  St.  BW 

HALL'S  (BISHOP)  ENTIRE  WORKS, 

WlthanAccoamofhULIfeandSnlieiiiifla.  Raw  gdhian.with  BiatTwMf  I  llttfiw.nft—a- 
lation  of  aU  tbe  Latin  neoaa»  aad  a  OlmMnr,  Indiea^  Md  H«Ui»  bgrihe  RKT.Ps««a  IUli, 
12 ToU.  8nK  Portxait,  (pnh.  at  72- ««.),  dothTuT  Oitfbfd,  TMt^  n^-SS 


HALL'S  (THE  REV.  ROBERT)  COMPLETE  WORKS, 
With  a  Memoir  of  Ma  Lifb  by  Dr.  Ouavaoa  Oaaaou,  and  Oba 
Pieadier.  by  Jonir  VnsTan,  Author  of  Bsaagra  an  Popahw  Ignavw 


Obaervationa  oo  hU 

C  •«ls.ttfO,h 


.  _^ , f  Bsaagra  an  .  .^ „ , .  .    _. 

Iffhited.  widi  beantifbl  Ptetndt,  (pab.«t  Si.  Me.),  eteh*  usnlfli  hmusil.  U.  ll»«L 

The  aame,  printed  ia  a  amaUer  abte,  6  Tola.  feap.8«iH  12.  Is.,  eloch,  lettered. 

"Whecwi  alshastaaeath>  Bagilsh  liaaniaa  fasitaiMhetieMmMtwdLthawdttngaadthat 

meat  Divine,  BoberC  HalL   He^imfcinaaifcBbMHiai  jTlnhnan^dddlaMi,  and^gwitfc— t 

thdr  imperf ectiana.*— i>ivaU  Wewerf. 

"I  cannot  do  better  than  refcr  tha  academic  reader  to  the  hnmqtlalwwlMnrilihaHMbB    Wat 

'  graadMr,  for  ChtiatiaM  traih.  tmi  for  aiibttmite,wa  awdonbt  wbther  they  h«a  «cir 

la  the  sMMd  eraloiy  of  anr  a«aoeMBn«9.''-A^^hssarAdpiaJel. 


"Thenaaeof  Bohart  Hdlwmhe  placed  bj posterity «mm«  the  beet  wilteiwnf  _ 
weUaathe  moatvteumu  i^ftwiiai's  offnlislona  truth,  and  the  hriihtaat  ^smfiis  of  i 
Charlt^.''-«r  /.  USHMaA 

HENRY'S  (MATTHEW)  COMMENTARY  ON  THE  BIBLE,  BY 

In  <  vols.  4to,  New  BdMoi^  printed  «n  Am  paper  (pub.  at  »Lfo.),  doth,  42. 14s.  6d.  W*t 

HOPKtNS«^  (—HOP)  WN«L£  WORKS, 

Wkh  a  Menmlr  of  tfea  Anthar,1b  1  thfok  seLeqanl  90m,  (akl»«t  Ma),  elath,  44a  ^1ma^»wtlb 
avayaxtanaive  nana!  ladaa  of  Ta^  airt  Bniiiiem.^^Bkiafff»sa^4pwhwatlA<a)»^i, 

"Bishop  HottkinsTs  works  fom  of  themsdvea  a  aonnd  body  of  dlrlnity.   Ue  l«  elear.  vsheacn* 
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puBunyu)  OR  «oi.d  by  h*  a  bohn. 


HHJLrt  (MV.  ROIirLAN»I  MIMeiRty 


I'S  (ARCHBISHOT)  WHOLE  WORKS  i 
l»  pniaiA  a  Lire  df  tk*  AMkOT,  te  dM  Bm.  K.  T.Pj 
tiUw^  at  1^^  *»•).  «m  cloth,  ik 


te  Friend,  the  Ber.  W.  JoHM^edlMl;  wKbA  JMftw%  bf  tin  Be*.  lAini  9nm»ftir.  (Voir. 
UUl't  SocwMor,  an  Miniatcr  of  Somr  ChapeL)    Seoond  XdlUon.  euvftilljr  ivriMd,  thkk 

HOWCS    WORKS, 

With  Lift  by  Calamt,  one  laifa  wL  ImparW  9fo»  PortntI,  (yiUWMd  at  U.  Itk).  «loi^  IL  Mk 

"I  have  teamed  ArnafeftomJofeaiHtfwto,  than  ftfomaaj  other  anthor  I  ever  n 
aa  ■•<on1«hing  manifleeMe  la  hla  oooevtioBa.   Be  waa  — fuewHopahly  Um  f 

HUNTINGDON'S  (COUNTESS  OF)  UFE  AND  TMIieS, 

Bva Member  ofjheHoaMa  of  BbMaj  aB4  Haatiap.   Sixth  tkammi, wkb a«>hiai I 

Sfarae  vob.  9*0^  ^ortfalu  oT  the  OMMaae,  WhiteflaldTaiid  Weil«r.  (Mk  at  iL^c), TSSTmb.  Mi 

HUNTINQTOM'S    (ACV.   W.)   WORKS,    BDITID    BV    HIS    SON, 
6  vole.  ilvo.  Portialta  aad  PUtea  (pablished  aiU.  18r.  M).  eloth,  3^.  to. 

LEIGHTON' 

Vavhiehli. ,_ 

8ra^  IMnit,  (pah.  at  IL  U.), 

LPCWTOWrS  COMMCNTARY  ON  PETER; 

With  Ufe  br  PsAaaoa.  oompletai  la  1  thiek  haaiiiiiatljtpri»e*apH»e>ywiaill,  (tab.«l19ii). 
eloth.9«.  1W« 

W'CRIE'S     UFE     OF     JOHN    .glOX,  -nrTin.i-   «1.1.  n.,n.r.n,.. 

With  lUtwdoaaofthe  Bktory  ftf  ftfr  Upnu»iogpt9tvaMaA.  ^  yey  Bdluw^  irtth  mncm 
Aditttiooa.aiidaMei»Blr,ftc,bf  AadwrCrtBKitoa.   ftap.»itt(p^.  atft».;,ckiih.afc«<l.      IMT 

MACEE'S  (ARCHBISHOP)  WORKS, 
Comprtiiiiff  Diaooonea  and  Dliaatattooa  n 

DJ).  S«sta.af%(pah.atULdak)rSl^Uik  B«i 

*  DliimBU  euth  deep  w— wh,  yieida  mnmcik  taloaMe  lafciraMtlai^  a»d  agwde  eo  amy  belpi 
t»  the  reAsatton  of  error,  aa  to  eonadtnte  the  moat  valuable  trcasore  (irhMtwiniaBiiiiw  at  wMeh 
a  Chitatiaa  ichalar  can  be  pooiaMd."-€kru«i«a  Otenwr. 

MANUSORIPT  SKRMONS, 

A  Beilei  of  Sixty  BnclU h  ScnaoiiB  on  the  DoetitaM^  WadjTiiib  aad  P»aetlea  of  ChriMhaky, 
adapted  to  the  pQlpiCV  a  Doetor  ef  XUflalty,  complete  teWvwt%  eman  4ttv  (eaeh  eaaMfciiK 
tarn  SeraMOB).  Lithogiaphed  oa  Writing  Paper  to  reaemUe  MSB.  (pub.  at  21.  l&e.),  lOikZ 

MOORrS  (HANNAH)  WORKS, 

With  a  Memoir  and  Wote%»  Tola.fc^>i»>^»iWii  Mi  Bnalijiliiiitft  doth  (pakuat 
Sl.6e.KlLlla.8d.  JWeivlMO 

MORE'S  (HANNAH)  UFE, 

Br  the  BBT.VsaaT  fBoaraev^fOBtSfo^  fitaMl  aaUbn^f  «tth  bar  ■«>%  FuttiaH,  ■nd«aod 
ii^ariBUb  (v^  at  lSiu),«zinSatl^ar.  SMMi;  IttS 

"Thla  may  be  eaHed  the  ofllrlal  edition  of  Hannah  More**  Life.  It  bringa  lo  mneh  new  and 
tntcreeiinf  matter  Into  the  field  reqwctiog  her,  that  It  will  recelTe  a  hearty  welcome  ttam  tiM 
(ra^Ue.   Amoof  the  rest,  the^pertkolara  of  moat  of  her  pabUeations  wiU-fcwavd  tibe  enrioiify  of 


»mpneinff  Diiwooraea  aad  DlMerUtteoa  on  the  Bcriptnial  Doetriaea  of  Ateaeaaeat#aA  Saert- 
flcr;  'Sermoaa.  aad  VWtttiaa  Cha^ei.  Wkha  IMBliMoir  hie  Ufa  by  tto  Ber.  A.  B.  KaaaT. 


poblle.   Amooa  the  rest,  the  partkoL 

ME^S  (HANNAH)  SPIRIT  Of 
Veap^MH  PwtNit,  (pnb.  at<e.),  elod 

MORE'S  (HANNAH)  STORIES  FOR  THE  MIDDLE  RANKS  OF  SOCICrY, 

Aad TUaafo the Conunoa People; 3 nda. poet 8ns  (pah. at  14i.), cloth, 9c  CadriUlMO 

MORE'S  (HANNAH)  POETICAL  WORKS, 

FoBt8«o,(pab.at8e.).cloth.Se.fd.  CM*,  MP 

MORE'S  (HANNAH)  MORAL  SKETCHES  OP  PREVAILING  OPINIONS  AND 

MAK1IBB8,  fbiaiga aaid l>aMKle,  with Befleetfoaa  oa  Player. poat SWs  (pah. at 9e.WM 


MORELS  (HANNAH)  SPIRIT  OF  PRAVtR, 

Peap^sm^  Paraiit,  (pnb.  at <•.).  eloth,  4t.  CoMI,  1843 
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GATALOOVB  OF  NSW  BOOKS 


MORE'S   (HANNAH)   ESSAY   ON   THE   CHARACTER  AND    PRACTICAL 

WRITINGS  OF  ST.  PAUI^poMSio,  (pok at  10b 64.). doth, ft*.  CMri^UV 

MORE'S  (HANNAH)  CHRISTIAN  MORALS. 

Poat8ro^(pab.Atl0i.6&),ck>U^ft«.  CaM^lSM 

MORE'S  (HANNAH)  PRACTICAL  PIETY; 

Or.  the  Isflneucc  of  the  Bellgian  of  the  Hem  m  tteCoBdnctoftlMUAka9lM^pwtnli.cl«i<K 

3^  ai  "-•-»  — 


MORE'S  (HANNAH)  SACRED  DRAMAS, 

ehlellr  intcnileil  fin- Young  People^  to  which  Is  added  "ScnaiWWy,'*  an  Ppledt.  SSBOk  (pakat 
3..  &t».  gilt  cloth,  gat  ed5i,Si:  -r-— -  ^^^^ 

Thii  U  tho  laat  genuine  edltifon,  and  oantnlnt  Hnna  eopyrigbt  edlHwia,  wMcfc  aw  not  in  anj 
other. 

MORE'S  (HANNAH)  SEARCH  AFTER  HAPPINESS: 

with  BaUadikTale^Bjnin^  and  Bfftt^hi^aaM^  (pdb.atSiu&L),  gOft  dBtk,KiU 


PALSY'S  WORKSp 

I;  ORB  TOI.VMB.  eonalatinf  of  hie  If  atnial  Thaolau,  Xonl  and  Felhkal .      ■    ,  , 

of  Chiiatlanltj.  HomPuZttiiieL  CiCfgyi^^ 

printed  In  dfl«6toooliimnr^«tYor6^  ^^       ^       ^ 

PICTORIAL  DICTIONARY  OF  THE  HOLY  BIBLE, 

Or.  a  CTctopiBdla  ofllliutntione.  Graphic^  Hietorical.  and  DeMrMrab  of  Oe  Snond  WtWnk 
bvnilemioetotha  MaaMn.  Caatanwr  Bte  Tndltlona.  Attti«ahC%  and  UtamcoR  of  BmK 
Natlam.STol8.  4io.  (opwatda  of  1430  dooUa^nliuiuiMccalngood  t7pe),vltk  npnvfaeriMO 
fflnatntlTcWoodinU  (pah.  at «.  10a.).  extra  cloth.  ll.£r        ■'~"  •^»^'»  "^  ^ 


POOL'S  (MATHEW)  ANNOTATIONS  UPON  THE  HOLY  BIBLE, 

Wherein  the  Sacred  Text  ie  Inaerted.  and  varloaa  Baadtngi  anneiod.  togethcrwKh  tte 
Seriptnree;  the  more  difficult  Ternie in eaeh  Vctm are Cj^lalned, aetvitlBg OantnidietkM. .- 
cUed,  Qaestione  and  Doobu  reaolfed,  and  the  whole  Test  opened,  8  laige  toIi.  in^aU  8ea^  (I 


at«:i4fc),clotimi.««.  '  "      "'      "'         "'  '"Bt 

,  Cedl  taj9,  'if  we  moat  hare  commcntatoratas  we  certainly  moat.  Pool  ia  InooMpamblr,  and  1 
had  almoet  laid,  abundant  of  hioiaeK*  and  the  Ber.  S.  BickentethHOBoancea  the  ■ 


he  Jndidoiu  and  (UU.  It  ie  no  mean  praiie  of  thie  raloahle  wntthat  it  ia  in  the  list  of 
reeommended  to  clergjtnen  br  Bp.  Toaaline.  It  is  likewise  reconmei  *  '  '  —  '  ~ 
WiUiame^  Adam  Clarke^  Doddridge;  Home,  and  the  leaned  in  gencraL 


scorns  (Rev.  thomas)  commentary  on  the  bible. 

Whh  the  AnthoKs  last  Conrcclona  and  ImproveaMBtaL  and  84  VrntilHil  WoodMt  TflnafinliMi 
andMaps.  S role. impolal  8ro  (pnb.  at 4n!IX«lI3r«. »«.      '~™"  "ooaew  inimiaiiM 

scripture  genealocies, 

Contahilng  SB  beantiftilly  exeeoted  lithocnpUe  Diawlngi^er  all  the  GenwJnglM  reewiei  fai 
the  Sacred  8cri»tnrea.aeeordlngtoeTCxr  VamOyandlMbe!  with  the  line  of  onrSatloarJeBae 
Christ  obeerred  from  Adam  totSe  TliginlCaiT.  hf  J.P.  Monrla,  Esq,  rofal  4n,  (pah.  at  ILIUAL). 
cloth,  gilt,  7«.U. 

SIMEON'S  WORKS, 

Indodlng  his  SaBLaroHS  or  SBBHona  abb  Bo%m  Homunc^  or  DIsoonnee  dtoeeted  inte 
one  conOnoed  Series,  and  fbnnlng  a  Commentarx  imon  ererr  Book  of  the  Old  and  New  Teau.- 
uent  I  to  which  are  annexed  an  bnprored  edltloB  or  Clande>s  Easey  on  the  Coinpoelclon  of  a 
Sennon,  end  Toy  comprehenslTC  Indcxce,  edited  by  the  Bar.  TnoiSAa  HAnvwnui  Banra  a 
vols.  8fo  (pnh.  at  lOL  lOe.),  cloth,  Jt.  7a. 

Thi  fiOmeino  mhtUitwrt  aditiona  tf  Bbunea  papniar  worka  mra  WH/bm^  pHmtti  aa  SSwo,  and 
fteiMuliBefoM; 

THB  CHBISTIAirS  ABMOUB,  Sd. 

THE  EXCELLENCY  OP  THE  UTUBGT.  Sd. 

TUB  OPPIGES  OP  THB  HOLY  SPIBIT,  M. 

HUKUIATION  OP  THE  SON  OP  GOD:  TWELYE  SEEMONS,  M. 

APPEAL  TO  MEN  OP  WISDOM  AND  CANDOUB,  9d. 

DISC0UBSE8  ON  BEHALP  OP  THB  JEWS.  lj.6d. 


**  The  works  of  Simeon,  eootelalng  »M  diaeoonee  OB  the  prineipol  pasaages  of  the  Old  and  Now 
estamcnt  will  he  lirand  peculiarly  adapted  to  asaist  the  studies  of  the  younger  dagy  In  thnir 
repeiatioB  Ibr  the  pulpit;  they  will  likewise  serve  ea  a  Body  of  Dlvinityi  and  are  by  aaaay 
leommended  ea  a  BibUeal  Commentaiy.  well  adapted  to  be  read  In  temllka.^— Imadw. 
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PUBLIBHBD  OR  SOLD  BY  H.  O.  BOHN.  S5 

tOOTH'S  (OR.  ROBERT)  SERMONS:  ^.   ,„ .      _,^        ,,__ 

Snili.rajal8ro^(P«l».«kU40.).elolh,]8ik  >*** 

STURM'S  MORNING  COMMUNING  WITH  GOD.  OR  DEVOTIONAL 
SBtTATIoSs  POE  WnXf  day  in  the  TBAB,  tnaakttd  fkom  the  GenuB.  N«w 
litokMi.  port  BfCbdotlw  fie  >^ 

TAYLOR'S  (JEREMY)  COMPLETE  WORKS, 

Wl^u  Bmv.  Blogiavlikal  iaid  CilUcd.  S  logo  vols.  impMUSfOkportnll,  (pub.  rtSLlteJ. 

TAYLOR'S  (ISAAC  OF  ONCAR)  NATURAL  HISTORY  OF  ENTHUSIASM. 

1tetkBdltl0D,ftap.8«ObCloth,ft«.  184S 


"ItfsraflrethlactowitoiiMetwIUiAirark  bouliw  m  thk  vnqvMtkniabljr  doM,  tlu 
bold,  powwfti].  Olid  origiBid  ihfought.  lu  moat  ■trikinglj  otl|(laal  vWw^  however.  taiTcr  tnw 
gien  tke  booade  of  pure  ProteMat  oithodosjr,  oriiolale  the  eplrit of  troth  and  ■obemeM ;  and 
yet  It  dlievneatopieieoiiatttmliig  the  Tenr  root  and  baste  of  thoee  ftiiiona  potomiee  wUdi  hate 
■hakai  repeatedly  the  whole  faJidlwtual  and  monU  world. "—^(AMMmik 

TAYLOR'S  (ISAAC)  FANATICISM. 

Third  Edition,  earefollymlaed.    Fooiieap  8vo,  doth,  <■.  VMt 

**Itlsthere«de('itailt,lfhedoe«iiotrlieAonithepeni«aof  raehavofaDM  aathepreeent  a 
wiMT  and  a  better  ■MD."—Ecel«rti«JtM4fw. 


TAYLOR'S  (ISAAC)  SATURDAY  EVENING. 

Seveath EdliioB.   Foolaeap Ofoweioth, Ic.  1844 

"  *  Satordiy  ETenlnft'  and  'Natwal  History  of  Enthoaluai,'  an  two  noble  prodaetlnma.'*— 
Blaitm»£»  lUgtuimt, 


TAYLOR'S  (ISAAC)  ELEMENTS  OF  THOUGHT. 

BfueheoorXntSieetnidnl&aeoiil^^  ISmo^  doth,  4k  184S 

TAYLOR'S  (ISAAC)  ANCIENT  CHRISTIANITY, 

AND  THE  DOCTRINES  OP  THE  OXIORD  "TKACT8  FOB  THE  TDCBS."     loaith  Bdi- 
tioniWltkaSnpplenientandlBdeiao.  S  vols.  Svo^  (pob.  at  IL  4*.)>  cluth.  Uk  1844 

TAYLOR'S  (ISAAC)  LECTURES  ON  SPIRITUAL  CHRISTIANITY. 

ai^(pttb.at4e.fi^).doth,a«;  1841 

TAYLOR'S  (ISAAC)  HOME  EDUCATION. 

VovrthBdltiott.   Fteilacap8fOk  (pnb.«k7«.6d.),«lolii,S«.  184S 

TOMLINE'S  IBISHOP)  INTRODUCTION  TO  THE  STUDY  OF  THE  BIBLE, 
OB  BLEMBNTS  OF  CHBISTIAN  THBOLOGT.  Containing  Prooli  of  the  Anfthentielty  and 
Ineptoadon^of  tteHoir  Serincuee,  n  ?p««y«L»^  H^^^o'iH.'erj^.^^ 


Jewl&  Seeu :  and  a  brief  Btatement  «f  the  Contcnu  of  the  Mvcral  Book*  of  the  Old  and  New 
Teatamenta.  Nlnete«thBdltloQ,elegHrt^  printed  on  fine  paper.   12mo^  (pnb.at6«:6d.),  elotl^ 


adnptodae 
oadaMM.' 


•a  a  nuwd  «9r  atodanta  in  dIfMly.  aod  fluqr  be  md  with  adTUtaio  b7the  n 


WADDfNQTON>S  (DEAN  OF  DURHAMIHISTORY  OF  THE  CHURCH, 
VBOM  THE  EABLEB8T  AGBE  TO  THB  BDOBMATION.    8  tola-  a»o  (pnk  rt  U  lOfc) 
«loihbda«U]«. 

WADDINGTON'S    (DEAN  OF    DURHAM)    HISTORY    OF   THE    CHURCH 
DURING  THE  BBFOBMATION.  S  voli.  8fo^  (pnb.  at  II.  lit.  Id.),  chith  bdi..  Ufc  1841 

WILBERFORCrS  PRACTICAL  VIEW  OF  CHRISTIANITY. 

Whh  a  ooDiprehcBtlTe  Memoir  of  the  Author,  by  the  Rev.  T.  Pnicn,  ISmoi  printed  In  n  large 
bandMaaatyp^(pab.«tCii).gatdoth.lff.fd.  -•>»— >ir  ^ 

WILLMOTTS  (R,  A.;  PICTURES  OF  CHRISTIAN  LIFE. 

Voap.  8v0b  (pob.  at  6«.).  doth.  Sf.  U.  Hatekmi,  1841 
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CATALOeUB  OF  HEW 


XirCLUMMO 

CLASSICS  AXD  7mi»BLATTGK8»  CLASSICAL  ORITIGISK,  mCTIOlT AKIBB 
O&AJOUAS,  COUJEOS  AKD  SOHOOL  BMMU. 


ATLASES.— WILKINSOAPS  CLASSICAL  AND  SCRIPTURAL  ATLAS, 

With  HiMoriad  and  Chvonolacical  TWblea,  imp.  4ta^  nev mi  tm/mmi  vJUtan.  ■  ■■m  i^iiMH 
(piikM«.4i.).balf.bd.iiMroc«3o,lLll«.M.  '  MS 

WILKINSOAPS  GENERAL  ATLAS. 

New  and  taaproTBd  cdltkn.  wtcli  all  the  Btflroada  hnwHl,  tMiliiliiiu  maemMm'm  ihtlm 
CoiRu,  lybamentuy  Bcton^  Ac,  Imp.  4ta^  46  aiv^  ooioDnS,  (pah.  at  it  ifcX  hdf  toa^ 
moioeook  IL  6«.  KH 

AINSWORTH'S    LATIN   DICTIONARY,    BY    OR.    MMCSDN. 

BENTLEY'S  (RICHARD)  WORKS. 

Gontaintnr  DinertatioBi  upon  the  KptaUaa  of  PMari%  Wwlnif»»  t«gafcitT  aliHih^aMl 
the  Fables  of  JBim;  Epbtola  ad  Jo.  mUfann:  ScmoiM;  BQrtf  LeetaR;  feMfttfta  aaTnaa- 
*kiklM;OclClealWoiW^Ae.  BdHeiwIlheaplaMlatficenaiCrilCMiiiWlhalbr.Ar—'— ^ 
DtcbTj Tob.  8rob  a bcaaiifaUr pilatad BAiiatt,  (p«ft.  at  IJ. nil),  Ctah.  XL  U. 


BIBLIA  HEBRAICA,  EX  EDITIONE  VANBCft 


AmA  teav^JllO 
CORPUS  POETARUM  LATINORUM. 

BdldltO.S.W«ua».   Caipleu  ia  am  twg  thtak  yL«H^*»il»A-  •«  *  »M. 


iihvTtili 


a  uWy  of  CtepoMktf  Gtaa  clMHki,  eooeStr  f^iai 


flwn  the  bolt  tezte.  vie. : 

CatuUiu,  Virrll,  Lacam  Balpida.  OcOpvatai  SralM, 

TiboUtu,  Orfl,  Penitt^  — *^  Tr-rri_ 

Propcrtfaub  Hocaee,  JnTcaai, 

Luoetliu,  Phadni^  MartW, 

DAiMMH  LEXICON  CUMICUM,  WeWBWCIHt  IT -HNIMWMyW. 

il4KHBMredMaikMriate4«i«MfiW»lfl*^U.aMeCl«^lt.i»         Ve 
oATthaaSSrf  w^haiabawwiiiMiillMwh^  ^i  1  hylftw^  il  i 


GAELIC-ENGLISH  AND  ENGLISH-GAELIC  DICTIONARY. 

with  IBuay/JM,  Phimics,  aad  Btjmal««ical  Kigiaril^  by  Two  MJaanaaa  or  wuijg»Maaa» 

80CIVTT.  OiMntelr  m  oin  thich  ^raL  8fo.  rnvBttiOBi*  BBBUBOiKimiy^HMfrvaMaJhiMtBC 
Quarto Edithn,  (pab.at  IL U.), doth, ISk  MS 

HERMANN'S  MANUAL  OF  THE  ^OUTICAL  ANVIQIUmBS  lOF  tmaOC» 

HIaiatkany  onuUrnnJ,  uwiilaaad  ftwihafla— »  ^li^  tpiJMaiw<ai.Ma>hgoftjtfcAA 

«•  Hennaim'i  Mamal  of  Qmk  Aatiqpittoa  U  moat  lmpaitaat.'*--nJrtoSr!r'Bfac.^!Bff««. 
TOLL  p. 441. 

LCBn>RIERE'S  CLASSICAL  DfCTIOMAIIY. 

MtwuTvaa  Baino*.  eoatalnios  a  fan  Aeeoant  of  all  the  Piuyia  Namai  fUeaed  hi  Aaciat 
Attthoti.  and  much  meftil  intomatloB  laapectjag  the  aaea  and  Bhto  of  t»a  Owafci  mmI  Seagw^ 
new  and  eomplete  edlHo^  ■■aaMfiiiy  i»ia«nii  u^MAhb  •nivi»'«*  «i94Mk  '«iA  Ab^ 
(pah.at7«.6Ay.clol^4«lA  *• 

LEE'S  HEBREW  GRAMMAR, 

Compiled  ftwn  the  beet  Aathoiitla^taad  ptfadpaUy  ftoat  O^  h  I  iil  Mtnem,  JmUmmT  '     '    — 
of  BMdente  In  the  UniiiiiliUi.    Tlew^Jltian,  eatlehe*  irt*  imS  flSbMrM 
miaMni|,ffi»  (pBbiidiedatlli.),ciet^8a.  1m*% 
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PUBLIflBBD  MA  aOLD  BY  B.  G.  B»HN. 


liOlec. 
'cstament ; 


ladO.  IB  «fM  tUck  TOL  SNk 


iyrilkMMdn»Sh.atlt««k),dbklwlte  J«U.  1844 


UVn  HrSTORIA,  EX  RCCCNStONE  DRAKENBORCHn  ET  KREVSSIC; 

StAiuiotsttoneBWBsvisaii,  Stkotbii,  RiiraBTf,  Basc«i«  et  ttloraiD;  Aaiouulvenloim  Nis- 
BDBMi,  WAcasxuTHif.et  wuut  adAdut  TBATsma  Tvus,  J.  C.B.  Call,  Unfar.  Oxod.  Soda*  et 
Tutor.   Cum  Indioe  unpliMtaM.  4  Tpli.««o.  (pub.  at  It.  19$.),  etaftk,  ILflf.  Obf^kf^  IMl 

TUb  ta  the  best  Bud  mo«t  oielUl  edition  of  JAwj  evar  puUiBhad  in  octaro^  and  it  la  pialBned 
to  all  our  oniTcnltlaa  and  cIbmIcbI  seboola. 

NIEBUNR^  HISTORY  OT  ROME, 

Epitomla^  (tor  the  use  of  Gplle«««  and  Schaoti.)  «ll&  Ctetnwtogical  TWblcs  and  Appendb,  bj 
TaATBaa  Tvui.  B.CJ)n  complete  in  3  vols,  boond  In  1,  8«d»  (p«b.  at  IL  1b.),  eloib,  Umu  M. 

O^M,  lUaefv,  1BS7 
**  Thi«  edition  by  Mr.  Twiw  is  a  ynry  TalaaMa  addltiim  to  danleal  loBnlaK.  aaKOf  and  ably 
cmbodylac  aU  the  latest  efltaits  ol  the  labahoua  fUebnhi."— literefy  Gamttt. 

OXFORD  CHRONOLOGICAL  TABLES  OF  UNfVEASAL  HISTORY, 

Prom  the  earliest  Period  to  the  present  "Kme ;  in  which  all  the  freat  ETcnta.  Civil,  BeUgioas, 
SdcotUle,  and  Literary,  of  the  vBrioaa  NatioDS  of  the  World  are  plaeed.  at  one  view,  under  the 

9 e  of  the  Reader,  in  a  Series  of  parallel  eolomna,  ao  aa  to  exhibit  the  sUte  of  the  whole  Civilised 
orld  at  any  epoch,  and  at  the  same  time  fonn  a  eontinuous  chain  fif  History,  with  Qenealocical 
Tables  of  all  the  principal  Dyaaatiaa.  Complete  in  S  Seedona.  fix  t— 1.  Andent  Hlsioiy.  II.  Middle 
Ana.  III.  Modem  Hlstoiy.  With  a  moat  complete  Index  to  the  entire  won.  ftilio,  (pub.  at  li.ies.), 
half  bound  moroceo,  U.  la. 

The  abofc  ia  also  sold,  acpantaljrf  aafldlowa:~ 

ntB  mnvLE-  asbb  and*  wnmtLtt  HisfOBsr, 

t  pane  ia  1.  foUo.  (pab.  at  R  3ik  6d.),  aeweit  U«. 

MODERN  HISTORY, 
IUio»  (pub.  at  ISs.),  sewed,  8s. 

RITTEm    HfSTORY   OT   AMOWNT  PHILOSOPHY, 

Tnnslated  from  the  German,  by  A.  J.  W.  Monaiaoii,  B.  A.,  Trfao.  CoIL,  Cambridstt.  4  vols,  tvo^ 

^Sresmpletedjritha(kH«ikiiiiM.rlrthlisilaqil4adb^^  '^^^ 

a  FooBTB  Voi.om  may  be  had  aeparately.    Qotb.  Ids 


work;  it  maybe  said  to  have  a^panMali  A« jnttaaa  bhliilnolffMa. 

. •  became  the  ataadard  work  on  tbaaiJiMriilr.Joh»mi  to  alto  eaeaByt«om 

tba  nsoal  fknlta  oftniialaton.''— Qaarf^rip  SmMk. 

CHOMANN'S  HISTORY  OF  THE  ASSlWiniirS  OF  THE  ATHCMIANft, 

Tramlatrt  ftwm  the  Latin,  with  a  eemptote  lndet<9w>  (pahUahaAat  IOa.dd.>,  ctoth^ta. 

CoBil.lSSS 
A  hodkor  the  aama  aehooLaiid  ahanaler  M  th«  wadca  oC  Beaian,.  Baaebk.  StUecel,  *c. 

SOPHOCLES,  LITERALLY  TRANSLATED  INTO  ENGLISH  PROSE, 

With  fiocoa.  8wb 4lh  isapiwied  Xdilaaa»  (p*h.at lie.),«tolk 9h  O^brri, TaU^,  1849 

ELLENDTS  CREEK  AND  ENGLISH  LEXICON  TO  SOPHOCLES, 

Snaslated  by  Cabt.  Bvo^  (pnb.  at  lie.),  elotb,  St.  U.  «^^lmr.T«ifai«,1841 

STUART*S  HEBREW  CHRCTSOMIATHY, 

Designed  as  an  Introduction  to  a  Course  of  Hebrew  Study.   9rd  EdlOen,  8to,  (j^b.  at  14* ).  doth. 

ThU  work,  which  was  designed  bj  its  leamatoaihar  iBiAMMlaaB  iha-atuiyof  llubsaa,  haa  had 
a  veiT  cxteaatve  aale  in  America.  It  Cnrms  a  desttahle  mijwust  t»  aU  Uabecw  Gran'mars,  and  ia 
saadent  to  complete  the  agratem  oTteatraettoB  iaMM  laacHage. 

TAtCmiS,  CUM  NOnS  BR0rf1CRt,tniRAfirrE  A.  ^.  VM.PY. 

Xdtdo  nova,  com  Appeadlec.  4T«la.  Mo^  (pnb.  atlL  18s.),  eWh.  If.  to. 


TACITUS,  A  NEW  AND  UTERAL  TBAIitkA;ilON.  __^  ^^_  ^ 

8»e^  (pnb.  at  1€«.).  etath»  Ite  CA  'M'  ■'>  Wkm%  > 
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CATALOQVB  OF  NBW  BOOKS. 


TENNCMANN'S  MANUAL  OF  THE  HISTORY  OF  PHILOSOPHY^ 

TnuulMed  flmn  the  Gcmm,  hj  the  Bev.  Aktbvb  ^omBOii,  MjU  Ptpfc^w  of  A 
theUBWenttyofOsiBrd. "'  *^ ^^^ — '-' "^  '    " ' 


*'A««>lcwUeknnki 

.jftmatkni  eonoeniliic 
princiiMl  adiooK  •"Opf* 


totbe  student  of  phllMOfAVrl]™***  o^  ^^  ^'""'^  ^  Bi^iik  likalj  to  poiTe  half  m  MtftiL"    Itag 

TERCNTIUS,  CUM  NOTIS  VARIORUM,  CURA  ZEUNII. 

Cum  GiuM :  Moed.  Index  copioiinimiu.      Comi^ete  la  one  thick  toL  9n,  (pnh.  aft  Ifii.), 
eloth.  81.  MB? 


WILSON'S  (JAMES,  PROFESSOR  OF  FRENCH   IN  ST.  GREGORY'S  COL- 

LBOE).  FBISNCH.BNOLISH  AND  BNOLISH-FBJUfCH  DICTIONABY.  wmtetehif  fUl 
Bqklaiwtkmi,  Deflottloiia,  SyoByna,  IJioiM,  Pravote,  Terms  of  An  ant  Sdeaee;  and  Bnfca  of 


Pronunciation  In  caehl^B^nafe.  ComBlled  ftom  the  DicnoirABiBS  or  thb  Acabbjit»Bovtbb. 
CnAMaAVD,  GA&HBa,  Lavuavx,  Daa  CAnainBa  Airs  Faxit,  Jomsov  aw  WAiiKKK.  1  hnae 
closetj  printed  ToL  Imperial  8v^(puh.  at  iL3ik),  doth,  IL  Si;  isll 


XENOPHONTIS  OPERA,  GR.  ET.  LAT.  SCHNEIDERI  ET  ZEUNII, 
Aceedit  Index,  (Poasoii  ars  Bum.at'a  BniTioa),  10  vols.  ISaao*  handaOHidy  pda 
type,  dime  up  in  &  vols.  (pub.  at  it  IQs.).  doth,  ISn 

The  same.  larx«  paper,  10  toIs.  crown  Bn,  done  up  in  t  vols.,  doth,  li.  ft*. 


Nobete,  SSlotft^  o{  iFtctton,  Itgjgt  lUaTrtng* 


AINSWORTH'S  TOWER  OF  LONDON. 

An  Historical  RomnoceJUlnstrated  by  Ononoa  CnonMiAVK.   Thkk  medlam  8«o.  Nev 


vlthflSh^hlr-Onishcd  EtcUngsoBsteeU  and  ftne  wood Bi^^ariiise  (pah.aK  Ut.).cleih,  li^ 
Of  thia  vei7  elegant  and  popnlar  VDlnoM  iftoen  thonsa&d  eoplea  ham  already  ben  add. 

AJNSWORTH*S  WINDSOR  CASTLE. 

An  Historical  Romance,  Uluatiated  bj  Gaonen  CavnsBAifK  and  Tokt  Joxaixot.  M^ahi 
8vo^  line  Portrait,  and  106  Sted  and  Wood  Bngmrlnga,  gUt  doth.  10*.  Sd.  ISO 

BREMER'S  (MISS)  NOVELS  AND  TALES,  BY  MARY  HOWITT: 

vis.  Home-Ndirhboazs-Presidenf  s  Danshter-Nlim-Bvcry  Dajr  LU^  a  DiaiT-Strffe  and 

Peace— H Family— Trallnnen—Axd  and  Anna— Tales.  Together  11  vob.  poet  9«Ob  connMac 

14  Novels  and  Tales,  bdw  the  whole  of  the  Anthoi's  published  Works;  whh  aa  mSnS 
Portrait  of  Miss  Bremer.  (Pnb.  at  SJL  Ue.  Od.) ,  handstMndjr  printed  on  fine  paper,  extn  gflt  ckRh, 
imiform.  \L  16c  lS4S-« 

"Bj  flurthe  best  translations  of  those  chaiminf  flethma.  and  theenlj  antheatie  ones.'* 

JtfJM  Bresuf't  Itfecdi  orv  tiU»  seU  uttarat^  a$  fMmm: 

THB  HOIIB:  OB,  FAMILY  CABES   AND  FAMILY  JOYS.     Second  Editioa.  leriaed 
Svols.poat8vo,(pttb.atll.U.),doth,7«.Od.  laa 

THB  NBIOBBOUBS.  A  8T0BY  OF  BYBBY-DAY  UFB.  Traailated  by  XaaT  Hownr. 

Third  Edition,  revised.  S  vols,  poet  Sro^  (pub.  at  I8fc),  doth.  7f.  M.  isa 

THB  PBBSIDBNrS  DAVOHTEB,  AND  NINA.  Two  Novel*,  tnmalated  by  Mabt  Hovm. 
Svds.past8vak(pttb.atlLil«.M.),doth,10B.fd.  ISO 

NEW  SKETCHES  OF  BTEBY-DAT  LIFB,  A  DIARY;  together  with   STBIFB  AND 
PEACE.   Ttanalated  hy  Mabt  Howm.   S  vols.  poetSvo,  (pnb.  at  R  U.),  doth.  78. 6dL  ISM 

TRAUNNAN;  AXEL  AND  ANNAi  THB  H FAMILY;  AND  OTHBB  TALES.  Tiaaa. 

lated  by  Mabt  HowxT*.  S  vds.  poat  Sve.  with  a  Poctidt^  (pub.  at  U.  U.),  doth.  7«.  6d.  1844 

CRUIK9HANK  "AT  HOME:" 

A  New  Family  Album  of  BadlassBnt „ , 

most  popular  Author^  whh  numenms  dever  and  hnmoreua  tUuatratfaas  on  Wood  by  Caon- 
eaAMB  and  Sbtmoob.  Also,  CBUIKSHANK'S  ODD  VOLUME,  OB  BOOK  OF  ▼iJUJnT. 
lUustrated  by  Two  Odd  Fdlowa-SxTiiova  and  CaviaaaAaK.  Tofolher  4vol8i  boaad  ia  1. 
F«Mlse«8vOk(pub.attl.Uc)  dothgm.10e.0d.  iMb 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


PUBLISHXD  OR  SOLD  BY  H.  O.  BOHN. 


HOWITTS  (WILLIAM)  LIFE  AND  ADVENTURES  OF  JACK  OF  THE  MILL. 
A.  HnMlia  StoiT.  By  Wiuiam  Howitt.  Beoond  Edttioo.  S  toIi.  AmImm}  8«o,  with  46  lUaatra- 
tkiM<MWood,(pab:«kU&heledw7«.6dl  1845 

HOWirrS  (WILUAM)  WANDERINGS  OF  A  JOURNEYMAN  TAILOR, 
THBOUGH  BUSOFB  AND  THB  BAST.  DUBINQ  THB  TBAB8  UM  to  IMO,  Tnm>- 
IttedbfWudhiAMHoirm.   Bwdieap  8ro^  imh  Portnft,  (pab.  at  6i.}«  elodi,  St.  OfT.  1»U 

HOWITTS  (WILLIAM)  GERMAN  EXPERIENCES. 

Addi«Mcdtoth«EiiglWi,boaiGgcnft)noadMid8tajtnatHom«.   OneToL  ftmbcapSfo,  (pub. 

JOE  MILLER'S  JEST-BOOK. 

Bdac  •  CoUectloii  of  the  most  exnllait  Bon  Mota,  BriUiaBt  Jeata,  and  Sbrfkfaig  Anecdotea  in  the 
EncOih  I^Bignane.  Completa  in  one  tUek  and  ciowljr  but  denntlj  printed  volame,  foolacap 
ISmo^  Frontiapleoe^  (pab.  at  it.),  cloth,  Sc  UMO 

JERROLD'S  (DOUGLAS)  CAKES  AND  ALE. 

A  Collection  of  Hvmorons  Talea  and  Skatcbea.  8  voli.  poat  8f0^  with  Flatea  by  Oaonaa  Caoxx- 
tuAMKt  (pab.  at  Ua.),  eloth  lilt,  8t.  184S 

LEVER'S  ARTHUR  CLEARY :  HIS  WANDERINGS  AND  PONDERINGS  IN 
MANY  I/AND8.  Edited  by  HAnsT  LonaBQUBB.  Cndkahankri  New  mnatnted  Edition.  Com- 
plete in  oncioL  8n^  (pab.  at  Ui.),  eloth,  Bt.  1846 

LOVER'S  LEGENDS  AND  STORIES  OF  IRELAND. 

Both  Setfei.  S  Tola,  foolaeap  8tow  Fonrth  Bdition,  embcUiahed  with  WoodcuU  by  Haetst, 
(piib.atU&),ehi^6e.U.  18S7 

LOVER'S  HANDY  ANDY. 

AlUeoflilBhUfe.  Ifedinmafo.  Third  Bdition,  witii  SM  cbaiactcriatic  lUaatnrtiana  on  Steel, 
(pab.  at  Ufc),  ckth,  7«.  94.  18« 

LOVER'S  TREASURE  TROVE;  OR,  L.  S.  D. 

▲  BeaantlelTiBhTaleafthelaitCf  -        "'  " 

lUttitiatiaiia  on  Steel,  (pab.  at  14a.), 


▲  BomaBtlelTiahTaleafthelaatCentniy.   MediomSm.    Second  Bditioii,  with  9S  ebaxaeiarlstie 
«.„-^^ -.„,  .__v       -  ,.)^ckth»B.  18(6 


MAN-O'WAR'S-MAN.    BY  BILL  TRUCK,  SENIOR, 

BoATawAiM  or  van  Botai.  Coujian  or  Onnnawicn.   Conmlete  la  a  thick  doaely  printed 
^osae,  CKdaeap  Sra^  (pnb.  at  6ff.).  gilt  eloth.  4*.  Blaekwood,  1848 

■■  Theae8en.M9er8  are  anaong  the  beat  we  ef«r  rend.   Theyghnan  anfmattid  pjetnre  of  lift  on 
bond  a  maB'or-war.''— Xttmnv  Oaartf*. 


MARRYATS  (CART.)  POOR  JACK, 

IIlaatintedby4e)argeaBdciqiilaltalybeanitllbl  Enmringa  on  wood,  afkar  fhe  maat4Srly  deaii^a 

of  CLABKaon  BtAMWimuB,  B.  A.   Onahandaone  Tuome^  royal  8vo,  (pab.  at  14a.),  gilt  eloth,  '}$. 

1840 
MILLER'S  GODFREY  MALVERN,  OR  THE  LIFE  OF  AN  AUTHOR. 

BytheAathorof ''GideonOlle%''"BoyatonGower,'' ''DayintbeWood%''ftcAe.   3T0la  int. 

8fo, with 94 clever mnatrathnubyPnn,  (pab. at Ua.), doth, 6a. U.  1843 

"TUa  Work  baa  a  tone  and  an  ladMAialltywUehdlatingniah  It  from  all  othara,  and  cannot  be 

readwithontpleaaure.   Mr.  Miller  haa  the  Ibrma  and  eoloora  of  matie  lift  more  completely  nnder 

hia  control  than  any  of  bJa  predeceaaota.*— vll>aaawai. 

MILLER'S  GIDEON  GILES  THE  ROPER. 

▲  lUeofBBgUahContiyldfB.  With  16  etched  niuatratiaBa.  8vq,  (pnb.  at  Ua.),  gilt  doth.  Sa.6d. 

PICTURES  OF  THE  FRENCH. 

A  Seriee  of  Literair  and  Graphle  Ddlneailflna  of  Itakh  Character.   Br  Juxna  JAinir,  Bauac, 

" a,  and  other  celebrated  French  Anthon.  One  lane  vd.  royal  Svo^Hloatrated  by  upwarda 

a  and  extremely  de?er  Wood  EngnKflnga  ^diatingolahed  Aitiata,  (pab.  aa  U  &«.). 

1840 
devar.  both  in  ^e  letter-nreaa  and  platca,  and  haa  had  an  inunenae  nxn 
n  th»  Pickwick  Flapen  in  i^  eoosby. 

TROLLOPE'S  (MRS.)  LIFE  AND  ADVENTURES  OF  MICHAEL  ARMSTRONG, 
TkeFaetoi7Boy,medhim8T0.wlthS4atadplatC8,(pab.atlSk).  gUtdotb,6iL6d.  1S40 

TWOm^PE'S  (MR8J  JESSIE  PHILLIPS. 

AlUeolth«PMantDay,Bedlnn8TCkport.ftlSBtad^ca(pab.atlSk),  cloth  gQ^  6a.  6d.  1844 
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GATALOCPOB  OF  MVW  BOOm 


aittbenllt  aiOr  aimnrtais  ttMiar^  •awusftai^ 


BillQLEY*S  USCrUL  KNOWLEOOE.  _      . 

Or.  •  tonlUw  Aoeoont  of  all  th«  wlew  PioliietioM  of  Ifalm*.  MlacnLTcistelilit.  and  i 

Wond-ctttt.  and  Intended  •»  a  work  botkofiatfacUoa  a>i*  fcft  nwii  SlKdilMM^fvvtoed. 
CBiHged.  and  altand  to  Ua  uliilia  atM  of  ariMca,  bf  D.OM»A,arth»  Bftd*lAMa.S 
«ida.vaa(8v^(|«bL  at  Iflik),  cloth,  l&LdA  ^laih  idlWae.  ise 


DRAPER'S  JUVENILE  NATURALIST, 

Or  CovntiT  Widka  ta  Spring,  Somincr.  Aittaxm,  aad  Wtatai^ 
anniiad  WaadeaM^  (mk  M  r«.M).  aatk.  giH«ifa%4«.  (d. 


ENCYCUOPiEOIA  OF  MANNERS  AND  ETIQUETTE, 

OoiiiKM««B«B|ra««'*dMMof  ObartarleM'f  AdHe«  to  hi*  Son  on  Ifta  aad  1 

DepoitmcBi,  Mmok  frondipleee,  dock,  gilt  cdge%  ^ 

HOWITTS  (MARY)  CHILD^  MCniBE  ANB  VCRSE  BOWC. 

Coamwly callei "OWd 9rm/k»mH BWbtoBook;* tiamlawi tele BagMifc  viw^^wia Hiiail  and 

Ocnnan  Venaa  oppoalt^  ftinnlng  a  Trli^ott,  »q^uu«  X9no^  irixh  IW  l£q|e  Wood  ■Mmlniii^  (inA- 

at  111*,  (id.),  extia  Tuk^  cloth,  gOt  edgea,  b«.  ls» 

TUiUoMor  the  noet  dagant  jvicBile  books  ever  pradaoadk  and  liai«h*B««d^«r  Wngia 

LAMB'S  TALES  FROM  SHAKSPEARE, 

Dcalgned  pnaefpalhr  fbr  the  Uw  of  loang  P«Mii%.  (wMtm  bf  Viaa  aad-Ouaua  Xiam).  ^mk 
adMBn. anballlSdtiMi »  Imge andbiSBiiAil Wood^t Bng»rbg%fto«a  li  m  i  kyHl»T»t. 
foap.  »vOh  (pob.  at  7«.  W.},  clotk,  gUt,  ic  ISO 

"Oneof  tbe  moat  «M(bl  and  agreeable  oampaakiaa  to  the  wtdcrMaadtng  of  Shai^am  wbkk 
hare  been  prodneed.  Thejaallibl  waitei  ■to*aabDBttota<et>.eidiawieaf  •ay  p«pt«anA» 
atwBdy  mwimendai  ta  gwfpia  hJmmUhfMniL  wading  tWee  elegant  tala«.*--aMrtM»*«ilwr 

L.  E.  L.  TMAITt  AND  TBIMjS  OF  EARLY  UFC. 

AMrleeofTaleeaddnaiedtoToongPeople.   BjU&L.  (»neL&im«r).   Piw*  ilMan,faep. 

8vo»witb  a  beaatiAd  Portrait  Bngrmed on  Steal,  (pub.  at  te.).gat»etoth.aiB.  UM* 

LOUDON'S  fMBS.)  ENTBRmUNINQ  NATUBAUST, 

Bihig  |inealBilTiiuliiileai,'Pilni  BBii  flnnriialw  nf  ainii  Tban  Tlio  Pi  ^ 
prekSiaing  aU  tbe  QaadmpediirBtnla.  Fbbei,  ReptUee,  Ineeeta,  fte^  of  wUch  a 
IndiepemUe  taFeUwBdoaalkM ;  Ukumtad  ^«p«aidn  e<  dOa^eaaUfnl  F 
Oinrnz.  Wninnn,  ana  otteew  taotta^  gill,  ck>tb»  7«.  W. 

MAJITIN  AND  WESTALL'S  PICTORIAL  HISTORY  OF  THE  BIL   _, 
■  kilarpWM  by  the  Bar.  BoBAnr  CACttrajL.  tttL  Mi  estaenelr  beantlAa  Wood 


Tbe  ktfpreM  tv  tbe  Bar.  BoBAnr  CACttrajL.  tfftL  Mi  a 
by  tbe  llrtt  Artiita,  (tncladfaig  rednoed  oopiee  of  Mjuitx 
Aaet.  Tbe  Deluge,  FaU  of  Ntaiereh,  Ac.),  cloth  gUt.  gilt 
moroecob  richly  i^t,  gttt  edges,  18e. 
A  moat  elegant  pccaant  to  yoong  pet^le. 


.).  cloth  gUt.  gilt  edga^  radneed  to  U^— T 
__jet.  ise. 
to 


PERCY  TALES  OF  THE  KINGS  OF  ENGLAND; 

Btorlet of  CamH  and Battle-Plddi,  Wan,  and  VlctorinjjiwiiUil|il|»»i  BtfikBit ft  I  ii  I. 

KiNPw«gi»  iaiSb.  afc«a.),.clack  gttt,  glUiQe^  la.  BM 

Thia  bentUkl  mlnmo  hat  enjoyed  a  large  dura  of  mcoee^  aad  deeemdiy. 

PINNOCK'S    COMPREHENSIVE  QBAMMAfR    OF    MODERN    GEOGRAPHY 

AND  HISTOBT.  flur  tbe  uaa  of  Sehoola  and  ibr  Private  Tuitkm.  In  1  tUck  «oL  IftM, «» 
wmmom  Mim,  yimmtm  nm  iMfc  m¥  ■— wHiat  mmK  (iaifciMaaiMMUfc  mS^tS. 

IM 

PINNOCICS    COMPREHENSIVE  GRAMMAR  OF  ANCIENT  QEOQBAMIY 
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PUMiMBBD  OR  fiOU>  BT  H.  O.  BOMN.  81 

PINNOCK'S    COMPREHENSIVE    CRAMMAK    OF    SACRED    GEOGRAPHY 

PIMNOCICS  COMPREHENSIVE  GRAMMAR  OTTHE  ENGLISH  LANGUAGE, 
with  Bnrebn ;  written  In  a  ftmiliar  slykwafloainpuiied  with  Qowttow  fbr  Eumlnatkn,  and 
Notes  Critieal  and  Brplaiiatoty,  intended  for  tha  uw  of  Sehoola,  iltao,  (pnh.  at  te.  6d.),  roan. 
4B.U.  U4& 


STRICKLAND'S  (MISS)  EDWARD  EVILVN* 
A Thixtftha  gahrtHwi  ot  tjW;  t»wWekla«dfad.  "Tha-I^ 
flwlicap  Svo.  two  fine  Plates,  (pnb.  at  &«.).  cloth  gilt,  S*.  (faL 
fffdMpafaltt  Aaihor  afthe  Uravof  tUt()HWiQClte|lnd. 

WOOD-NOTES  FOR  ALL  SEASONS  (OR  THE  POETRY  OT  BIRDS), 

A  Series  of  Songs  and  Poons  te  Tonne  People^  Qontributed  by  Babbt  CoaawALL,  Woans- 
w»B*a,  Mooaa,T3oi.nanMn,  CAiimiu'«AvnA  Baitua,  Biria*  Coon,  Vasv  Howm,  Mas. 
HaMAHs.  Hooo,  CnAaiiOrra  8mm,  te,  fbap.Sv^  f«y fMHilfislBiad^  wkk  U  hsatlM  Wood 
Bngimrings,  (pnb. at Ss; U.), doth.  gUtedfes. U, 


1S42 

YOONO  ENGLAND'S  LITTLE  LIBRAIIY  ; 

▲  CoUection  of  Original  Tslea  tat  Children,  in  lYooe  and  Yene,  hj  Una.  Haia,  Vns.  Hownr, 
ALasav  SniTa,  Ma.  GAsriT,  the  Author  of  tlae  "  Hew  Tale  of  a  Tub,"  and  other  Anthfon,  hand- 
aoinel7  printed  b  small  4taLiunilnted  with  apwaidaofM  vstr  laig*  end  elcror  Inandiini  an 
W«a4aBd3lo^wxalaadhnB0fon%(pnb.ail0s.M)»clotli,gikadiMkfa.M.  1844 

YOUTH'S  (THE)  HANDBOOK  OF  ENTERTAININC  KNOWLEDQe* 

Ina  g*»^—  nf  9mMni(tt^r  f  iin'srsstlwie  on  the  wwit  Inf  r  i  wilna  Pttidnftimis  rtt  fetnrr  anil  At*,  v*A 
on  other  Instnietive  Topics  at  Polite  Education.  Bj  a  lSjTm as.  PAijasu,  the  Sletsr  of  Cut. 
]UrTfat),3voia.fcap.8va^Woodcuts»(pnh.atU«.},eloth,gilt,6s.  1JH4 

This  U  a  ^eiy  defer  and  lnatrnetiwheoluaiaptadt>ti»aiiinatl<ao»yowiyptoyl%o«  the  p^ 


4Ku0cc  anil  JHimucaI  SBto&jGL 


THE  MUSICAL  LIBRARY. 

A  Selection  or  tlM  best^enl  ud  Instramentri^MndMM^  Towlgi..  BiltsjiJ^W. 


ATaroa,  Ksq.,  of  the  Open  House.  8vole.Mfe,  eesnaMhendlHi  sMee  tkM  dAplnsaof  Jfnsic. 
beantifnlljr  printed  with  metallic  t/pes,  (pub.  at  4L  4s07 sewed,  fl.  lis;  U. 

The  Voeil  and  InstrumBntelniay  be  had  lepnietcly,  saA  in  4  vols,  at  Its. 

MUSICAL  CABINET  AND  HARMONIST. 

A  CoUectiov  of  dassieal  and  pqonlar  Yocal  and  Instma^Btallfaeie; 
the  best  moductions  of  aU  tbe  Great  Masters;  BugUsh,  T 
of  the  Mulonal  Air*  of  other  CowilrleB,  eBAnfinff  <y 
Waltaes.  and  OoOopades;  aSse^  IfiiiMgals,  Dnet^  sad  (  _ 
Yoios,  the  Piano-forte,  tbe  Harp,  or  the  Organ ;  with  Pieces  oecastonallj  for  th'e  Plate  and  Guitar, 
— ->—  '•-a  sapcrlntendcnee  of  an  emiaont  Praftssor.  4  irab,  obsII  Aillo,«onipreftaidhirmaM  then 
aolltnsk»  beeailM^  |ntlnd  wMh  wiatalHe  iyps%.(pub  —-'--«  *  *'- 


■atame^yye^  .(puh.^lL  Ifc), ) 

The  naat  sale  of  thaiKBeicA&  LianABXt  In  ee»eeq[ocaca  of  its  estaenid/lowpsle^  haalndured 
the  Advertiser  to  edopt  the  sauM  plan  of  sdUna  the  present  capital  selection.  As  the  contents 
are  quite  different  from  tba  Musical  Ubrar^,  and  tha  intxlBelc  merit  of  tlM  letoettan  is  equal, 
the  work  will  no  doubt  most  with  similar  sufrese. 

MUSICAL  WtJL  ■  ii«iiuriiiiiiiii 

the  present  d^,  adapteShfor  tlM^vSies;  Thrte,  er%1fl?*(S!Sd  SMroRPAsS)!7S!kte°l. 
9n.  with  a  bcnntllhUy  engruTsd  Titles  and  a  reiy  lichlj  iUnminated  Prontispieos^  {jnh.ax  U.  U.), 

The  above  capital  eolleetioaesatalns  a  giwl  ■■mhar  of  tl«  brat  eopyrifht  pleees,  indodinf 
'"- ^r^rHMifpinrniliM  HVl.  m     U*Mn««ntatttactii«rolumew 
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OATAtOOUB  OF  NBW  BOOKS. 


Mt^ititUf  Sutgetfi,  flnatomSt  Oiemtetq;^ 

BARTON  AND  CASTLE'S  BRITISH  FLORA  MEDICA. 

OTBhtonroCtlMMedkliialFlMitaot  OiMi Biiuln,  2 Tola.  Sra^  «r««4B of  900  tetfj eotonai 

fljCVTM  of  Plttti,  (Mb.  at  SL  It.),  doth,  IL  Iflk  IM» 

la  axeaedhnly  <Soft  doK— J  —^  mhioMo  wfc,  numuj  to  omy  —aeol  pin  tHluuii  ■. 

BATEMAN  AND  WILLAN'S  DELINEATIONS  OF  CUTANEOUS  DISEASES, 
4tOk  ootttaloiurTS  Pl>te%  bcontUUly  tad  v«t  aeeinBtdj  eolaarcd  voder  tho  wiperhitHMlHioe  of 
■a  eniJaaitMhMioDal  OoatlaDoii,  (Dr.  daaswau.).  (pob.  at  IIL  19l),  tetFEooad  mmttn^ 

"  Dr.  Batemaa^a  valuable  irork  baa  doae  mon  to  extend  the  kaawledge  of  cvtaaeoaB  Aaeoaeo 
thaa  aaj  other  that  haa  ever  appeared."— D^.  J,  T.  nmtrmm. 

BOSTOCK'S  (DR.)  SYSTEM  OF  PHYSIOLOGY, 

ConnrialaKaCompleceViewaftiiePreaent  State  of  the  adeaoe.  4th  Mitioa,mlBBiirfeer- 
lerted  thnraghoBt,  8fo  (900  pegea),  (pob.  at  II.).  cloth,  St.  UH 

CELSUS  DE  MEDICINA,  EDITED  BY  E.  MILUCAN,  M.D., 

C«n  ladke  aHitnataahno  n  edit.  Targie.   Thick  9n,  Roatiipiec^  (poh.  at  Ifc.),  dngh.  Ifc  ^ 


the  HOfCtloe  of  thb  eovatiyi  a  paniUei  Table  of  aaeieati 
weighta,  meaaoreit  ftc^  aad.  ladeed.  enxythlag  whkk  < 
tofether  aith  a  ringalarly  ezteaalTe  index. 


CELSUS,  LATIN  AND  ENQUSH,  INTERUNEAR, 

With  "  Ordo"  and  the  Utia  Tttt  beneath,  ftar  the  BsuniaBtioB  of  ( 

Hall,  aad  other  PttbUcBoarda I  hfVBBAaua.   Uno,  (pah.  10k  6(L),  doth.  te.  nap 

HOME'S  (SIR  EVERARD)  GREAT  WORK  ON  COMPARATIVE  ANATOMY. 
Bdag  the  Babataace  of  hla  anauvoaa  Leetnea,  aad  ladnttnff  Kxplanarteaa  of  aearir  aUttc 
Prepwationa  in  the  Hnntcfiaa  CoHeetioa  s  with  a  GcBcral  ladex.   6«olB.nnnl4laLFamait,aBd 
801  fine  Platen  after  DtawlagabjBAvaa  aad  otheia,(piih.  at  ISLISk),  doth,  ftdk  idvS 

HOPE'S  MORBID  ANATOMY, 

Boyal  Oto^  with  40  hlghljr  flaiahed  eohNDCd  Flalaa,  eoBlafailMr  MO  aeoante  DdtaBMtten  e#  Gaaea 
hieTa7kBowanalei7ofDlacaac^(pah.atU.te.),d5^ant.  MM 

JAMIESON'S  MECHANICS  FOR  PRACTICAL  MEN, 

ladadlnr  Treatlaeaon  the  OompoaltloB  aad  Bawlntton  of  Voroeaj  the  Ccatn  of  QuHttji  a^ 
the Meehaaical Power*;  fllaatnued  ty  Kxamplfa aad Deiigna.  FBith Bdltioa,anaHf  japaatod, 
Rvo,  (pub.  at  16c).  cloth  7<.6d.  ^^  ——.«—*     ^fSg 

"  A  gnat  aiechaaical  treeaare.'*-l>r.BM6adfc. 

LAWRENCE  (W.)  ON  THE  DISEASES  OF  THE  EYE. 

Third  BditloB,  rerlied  aad  enlarged.   8n^  (OO  doedy  printed  pegea),  (pob.  et  IL  4c),  dath 

LIFE  OF  SIR  ASTLEY  COOPER, 

fDiatlagnii 


latanpeiaed  with  hi*  Bketehea  of  Diatlagniahed  Gharadara ;  bf  BaiaaaT  (k)or aa.  S  vole.  9iow 
with  flae  Portrait  after  Sir  TlKnnaaLawieaee.(p«b.  at  U.  la.),  doth.  10c  Cd.  ISO 

THE  DISEASES  OF  THE  EYE. 

al  Woik  oa  tbdr  lyeatmeaL  KedleaQr.  Todeallr,  aad  hj  Opentlaa:  hj  F.. 
r  Snrgeott  to  the  Bonrd  London  Ophaaknie  HoepltaL  1  thick  voia.  9m,  Wm- 
a,  ooatalaiag  npwaraa  of  00  flaely  ooloored  ftgwc%  (pnb.  at  iL  10c),  doth,  iL  U. 


TYRRELL  ON  THJ  DISEASES.OF  THE  EYEj 

Bdag  a  Practical 
TraaaLLiSeaior' 
tratedhjOPlati 

WOODVILLE'S  MEDICAL  BOTANY. 

Third  Edition,  ealargedbj  Sir  W.JACxaoHHooKBa.  0  vda.  410^  with  tlO  Plattaa.  Bi«iB««d  by 
SowaaaT,  aioat  eareftilly  oolonied.  (mih.  at  lOL  lOr.),  half  bonad  aaKooeo^  U.  ic  Tte  FUI^  «r 
SapplMBMitaiy  VotmaeTaadialr  hr  Sir  W.  J.  Hoosaa,  to  eonplcto  the  old  BdHioaa.  4tts  BO 
oobaiedPlataB,(pttlkttSLllb<d.);haaidi^lJ.I1ced.  MB 


aaABBVBT  A»B  BTABo,  mi jmiB8.  wuvBvauas. 
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tUititiovata 

HENRY  G.  BOHN^B 

oASALooirx  or 

NEW  BOOKS  AT  KEDUCED  PRICES, 


nMB  ARTS,  AROHTTBCTUllX,  SCULPTURE,  PAINTING,  HERALDRY, 
ANTIQUITIES.  TOPOGRAPHY,  SPORTING,  PICTORIAL  AND  ILLUS- 
TRATED WORKS,  BTC^  ETC. 


BOOK  OF  WAVEALEY  QtMS. 

J,  by  HKATH,Tin>sv,  Bous.  and  othan,  altar  Plctvna  b/ 

•mvmau),  CoorsK,  Howaxo,  ftc.,  -wfth  UlaatnAve  lm«r-pr«iB,  Sro.,  (pab.  at  lA  lU.  M.)i 


A  Seriea  ofM  hishly-fliiialied  Um  BiwnTliica  of  tha  aoai  iatanadai  lacUaaU  aad  SocMry 
"    •tt'i  Novala,  by  HKATH/nirosv,  Bous.  and  otban,  altar  P*-" —  ' 


la  Walter  Scott'tNoTala,  by  HKATHTrmsv,  Bous.  and  othava,  dtar  Pktwaa  hr  Lbsub, 
•aavMABi),  CoorsB,  Ho^  ^  -  "  -        '     *-  -"    **-  -■• 

«l«ik,  alagaBily  gUt,  ite. 

BRYAN'S  DICTIONARY  OF  PAINTERS  AND  ENGRAVERS^ ^  ^       ^  ^ 

Mav  £dlikm,  oometed,  sraatly  anlatsad,  and  cosilBiMd  to  tha  praaant  tima,  by  Obosob 
Stablby,  £•«.,  eoaplata  la  mm  lane  Tolamc,  lapL  Svo.,  aoBMronsplalaaorBonognuns. 

CATUN'S  NORTH  AMERICAN  INDIANS. 

avoU.faapLtTo.    MO  Bagra? laga,  (pab.  at «.  ll».  M.),  cloth,  amJilamattoaHygflt,  U.  10.    UM 

OATYEINiOLE'8  EVENINOS  AT  HADDON  HALL. 

M  axqotiHe  En  -.    .    -  - 

ClUeloth,gllte 


M  axqotiHe  E^aviaga.  ott  Stael,  ikom  DaaigBa  by  hlaualf.    B«yml  Sro.,  (pab.  at  li.  l]«.Jdr>, 
gilt  eloth,  gilt  eagaSy  Ite. 

CLAUDE,  BEAUTIES  OF,  94  FINE  ENORAVINQS, 

Coat alaiag  Mma  of  hla  cbokaat  Laadacapaa.  baaaOAally  Bagiavad  oa  BteaL  Mia,  vltii 
daaeiiptive  latter-prass,  aad  Portrait,  ia  a  portfolio,  (pub.  atSI.  lit.),  li.  fa. 

ENGLEFIELOB  ISLE  OF  WIGHT. 

410.   M  laiga  nataa,  BagnTad  by  Oooxb,  aad  a  Gaokffteal  Map,  (pab.  1L  fa.),  eloth,«.  «f. 

itlg 

GEMS  OF  ART,  30  HNE  ENGRAVINGS, 

Aftar  Bbjcbbabbv,  Cvtp,  Bstboum,  Pooagtar,  MvBXXxo,  Tmaaa,  Cobbsaio,  Vab- 
DBBTBX.SB,  toiUo,  pfoof  IflnpraoaiDBS,  la  portfolio,  (pab.  at  t<.  !•.),  U.  lb.  6d. 

HARRIS'S  GAME  AND  WILD  ANIMALS  OF  SOUTHERN  AFRICA. 

LanclapLMto.   SO  baaatllUly  oolawad  Bagnrlags,  wUh  M  Vlgaatiaa  of  llaada,  Odaa,  ftc, 
(p«b.atroi.Ma.),btiaoraaeo,«.fe.  ^^^iwi 

HARRIS'S  WILD  SPORTS  OF  SOUTHERN  AFRICA. 

ImpLtTo.   MbaadttAUyaakMndEagzaTlaga,  aad  a  Mi^,  (pab.  at  «.  at.),  gOt  cioth,  gilt 

HOWARDS  (HENRY,  R.  A.)  LECTURES  ON  PAINTINQ. 

J^aUvaiad  at  tha  Boyal  Aoadanv,  vtth  a  Maonir,  by  Ua  aoa,  Fbabx  Howabj>,  lacga  poatSro., 
cloth,  7«.  W.  1S48 

HOWARD'S, (FRANK)  SPIRIT  OF  8HAKSPEARE. 

4SS  flaa  outllaa  PMoa,  illaalntlTa  of  aD  tha  prhwtpal  laoldaBla  la  tha  Dmmia  of  oar  aaOoaal 
Bard, STols.  1^0.,  (pvb. at  141. te.), elotb, 2i. Si. 

■  Of 
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ILLUMINATED  BOOK  OF  CHRISTMAS  CAROLS* 

SauwnHvo.  U Borden  iUuiiiliiatod  ia  Qold  and  Coloun, aad 4 bevaUAU  Hlaiatom.  ricUy 
Snameated  Biadiaf ,  ( pub.  ui  U,  t$.),  lit.  MM 

ILLUMINATED  BOOK  OF  NEEDLEWORK.    ^    ^    ^  ,  ^  ^  ^ 

By  Ma».  Owbv,  with  a  Hlatoiy  of  KeedlaworiL,  hj  tha  Covjtrxaa  of  Wirxoir,  Colocf** 
PIatet,To«t  STo.,  (pnb.  at  Ite.).  gUt  eloth,  St.  IMT 

ILLUMINATED  CALENDAR  FOR  184a 

Copied  ttom  a  eelebiated  MiH«l  known  ai  tho  " Heiin»>  of  the  Dnko  of  Aajoa,  laporial  t*«^ 
S6  exquisite  Miniatnree  and  Btnden,  in  gold  and  coloan,  Onuunentod  Biadiasi  ( pub.  at  tt.  Ife.), 
Ite. 

JAMESON'S  BEAUTIES  OF  THE  COURT  OF  CHARLES  THE  SECOND. 

S  Tola.  impL  8to.,  SI  beautlAal  Portratta,  (pub.  aft  U.  U.),  eMh,  U.  Ic  IMt 


JOHNSON'S  SPORTSMAN'S  CYCLOPEDIA 

~  '  ulPTaetieeortheFtold.theTttii;aiid 

_  „        Itream.  In  one  Tery  thick  ToLtTo.,  Uloetratcd  with  up«« 

Tfam,  after  Cooraii,  Wabj>,  Havcock,  and  othets,  (pub.  at  II.  lb.  U.),  ckilh,  Ue. 


Of  the  Science  and  Praetiee  of  the  Field,  the  Trut,  and  the  Sod,  or  operaliaasof  <ha  Chnae^  (ha 
Coune,  and  the  Stream.  In  one  Tery  thick  toL  tTo.,  Uloetratcd  with  upwards  of  W  ateel  B^p»> 


MEYRICK'S  DESCRIPTION  OF  ANCIENT  ARMS  AND  ARMOUR, 

In  the  Collection  of  Goodrich  Court,  IM  Bngzavinga  by  Joa.  Skslxov,  a  vol*.  MId  (put.  at 
IM.  llfl.),  hf.  mer.,  top  edges  gilt,  41.  Ite.  Id. 

NAPOLEON  GALLERY: 

Or  IlluetntloDB  of  the  Life  and  TImea  of  the  Emperor,  with  M  Etchings  en  Btori  hf  Bbtkxu 
and  other  eminent  Artists,  in  one  thick  ToluMO  post  aro.,  (pub.  at  U.  Is.),  gflt  dalh,  giR  a^pa, 
l<te.M.  MM 

RETZSCH'S    OUTUNES  TO  SCHILLER'S   "FIQHT    WITH  THE  DRAOONp" 

Soyal  4to.,  containing  16  Plates,  EngraTod  by  Mosxa,  stiff  coTors,  7*.  6dL 

RETZSCH'S  ILLUSTRATIONS  TO  SCHILLER'S," FRIDOUN/ 
Royal  4to.,  containing  8  Plates,  BagrsTcd  by  Moasa,  stUTco'vers,  4s.  M. 

ROBINSON'S  NEW  VITRUVIUS  BRITANNICUS; 

Or,  Views,  Plans,  and  Eleratlons  of  English  Manaioaa,  Via.,  Wobum  Abbey,  HMfldd  BefMe» 
and  Hardvleke  Hall;  also  Cassiobuiy  House,  by  Johv  Buttov,  Imperial  fettsk  M  tee 
eagraTings,  by  La  Kavx  (pub.  at  lU.  I6t.)  hf.  morocco,  gUt  edgee,  tLU$.td.  wr 

RUDINQ'S    ANNALS    OF    THE   COINAGE  OF  GREAT   BRITAIN    AND   ITS 

DEPEKDENCIE-*     '     •     '-    - 


DEPEKDENCIE8.   Three  toIb.,  4tOn  U»  pUtca,  (pub.  at  CL  Is.)  elolh,  4L  4s. 

SILVESTRE  PALEOGRAPHIE  UNIVERSELLE; 

Ou,  Fae-Slmiies  d'Ecrltures  de  tons  les  Peuples  et  de  tons  lee  Tempo,  tires  dee  pins  Autkw 
tiques  ManuscrlU  ezlstant  dans  les  ArchiVee  et  les  BIbUotbeques  de  FraMC,  4*l«dta^ 
d'AIlemagne,  et  d'Angleterre;  psrM.  Sityxsras.  Aceompagaes  d'Kapllcalfcma.  par  MM, 
CKAMPOtMO!!  FiosAc  ot  CHAMroixioys  file,  4  vols.,  atlas  ibUOfOontdniagapwarda  of  SM 
large  and  most  beautifully  executed  lac-shnlles  of  tbe  flnest  and  most  Intereatin^  mannsjiliaa 
of  every  sge  and  nation,  illuniiaated  la  the  flnest  s^ie  of  art,  (pub.  at  fU.)  SSL  Ms.   Paiie,  Mtl 

I—         the  seme,  splendidly  hf.  morocco,  gilt  edgee,  aiM.,  or  whole  meioeco,  TOL 

SMITH'S  ANCIENT  COSTUME  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND, 

Prom  the  7th  to  tbe  16th  Century,  with  Historical  lUustrsUons,  ftdlo,  with  «l  color- 
iUumlnated  with  goVl  and  silver,  and  highly  finished  (pub.  at  19L  Ms.)  ht  bd.  aaar. 
edges,  U.  Us.  6d. 

STORER'S  CATHEDRAL  ANTIQUmES  OF  ENGLAND  AND  WALE& 
4  vols,  fvo.,  with  tt6  engnvlagi,  (pub.  at  7/.  lOs.)  hf.  morocco,  *LU$.9d, 

WALPOLES  (HORACE)  ANECDOTES  OF  PAINTING  IN  ENGLAND^ 

With  some  Account  of  the  Prindpsl  Artists,  and  CaUlogue  of  Eagiavore,  who  hstw  teea  baiB 
or  resided  in  England,  with  Notes  b^  Daixawat;  New  EdUioa,  Barised  and  Bnianad,  by 
Ralph  Woavux,  Esq.,  complete  in  t  vols,  svo.,  with  nuBMrons  beairiifU  poitralta  and 
plates. 

WHITTOCK'S  DECORATIVE  PAINTER'S  AND  GLAZIER'S  GUIDE, 

Contsiaing  the  most  approved  methods  of  imitating  every  kind  of  fiuwy  Wood  and  MarWa,  ia 
Oil  or  Distemper  Colour,  Desirns  tot  Decorating  Apartments,  aad  the  AH  of  Ittslnhm  and 
PaintiiiK  on  GFIass,  ftc,  with  Examples  from  Andeat  Windows,  with  the  SupnleBusl,  at*. 
Ulustrated  with  104  plates,  of  which  44  are  coloured,  (pub.  at  if.  14s.)  cloth,  IL  iSi 

WHITTOCK'S  MINIATURE  PAINTER'S  MANUAL. 

Ftelscap  svo.,  7  eolonred  plates,  aad  aumarons  woodento  (pah.  sft  Ss.)  clolh,  Ik 

WINDSOR  CASTLE  AND  ITS  ENVIRONS.  INCLUDING  ETON, 

By  I-MTCB  Rbitchib,  new  edition,  edited  by  E.  Jaaaa,  Ba«.,  lUuitaladwItkvFnria  aTM 
beautUU  Engravings  on  Steel  and  Wood,  royal  tv«.|  gilt  elolh| 
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NATURAL  HISTORY,  AGRICULTURE,  ETC. 


BECHSTEIN'S  NATURAL  HISTORY  OF  CAGE  BIRDS; 

Their  Managemeot,  Habiu,  Food,  Diieases,  Treiitmvnt,  Breeding,  and  the  Methods  of  Catchla; 
them,  13mo.,  Best  Edition,  namerous  woodcats,  irllt  cloth,  ^It  edges,  6i. 

BRITISH  FLORIST,  OR  LADY'S  JOURNAL  OF  HORTICULTURE. 

6  vols,  tf  0.,  81  coloured  pUtes  of  flowers  and  groups  (pub.  at  4/.  lOi.},  cloth.  It.  14«.  1848 

DON'S  GENERAL  SYSTEM  OF  GARDENING  AND  BOTANY. 

4  vols,  royal  4to.,  numeious  woodcuU  (pub.  at  Ul.  8f. ),  doth,  U.  lU.  Gd.  18S1-1SS3 

DON'S  HORTUS  CANTABRIQIENSIS; 

Thirteenth  Edition,  8vo.  (pub.  at  1/.  4a.),  cloth,  U*.  184S 

DOYLE'S  CYCLOPEDIA  OF  PRACTICAL  HUSBANDRY, 

And  Rural  Affairs  in  Oeneral,  New  Edition;  Enlarged,  thick  8vo.,  with  70  wood  engraTings 
(pub.  at  1S«.),  cloth,  91.  U.  IMS 

FITZROY  AND  DARWIN.— ZOOLOGY  OF  THE  VOYAGE  IN  THE  BEAGLE. 

IM  platsia,  mostly  coloured,  S  vols,  royal  4to.  (pub.  at  !M.),  cloth,  U.  it.  1838-43 

GARDENER'S  MONTHLY  VOLUME,  EDITED  BY  JOHNSON, 

Complete  in  13  vols,  with  nurocroos  woodcuts,  containlnr,  the  Potato,  one  rol.— Cucumber* 
one  ToL — Orape  Vine,  two  vols.— Auricula  and  Asparagus,  one  toI.— Pine  Apple,  two  vols.— 
Strawberry,  one  toI.— Dahlia,  one  vol.— Peach,  one  vol.— Apple,  two  vols.— together  U  vols. 
Umo.,  woodcuts,  (pub.  at  U.  10a.),  cloth,  18«.  184r 

-  'I        either  of  the  volumes  may  be  had  separately  (pub.  at  ta.  6d.),  at  la.  (k/. 

HARDWICKE  AND  GRAYS  INDIAN  ZOOLOGY. 

Twenty  parts  forming  two  vols.,  royal  folio,  ao3  coloured  plates  (pub.  at  2\L),  sewed,  IV.  Ua., 
or  ht  mort>eco,  gilt  edges,  14/.  14«. 

LEWIN'S  NATURAL  HISTORY  OF  THE  BIRDS  OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES.,    , 
Tilird  Edition,  with  an  Index  of  the  Selentifle  Names  and  Synonymas  by  Mr.  Gould  and  Mr. 
Sttov,  fbllo,  37  plates,  coloured  (pub.  at  4i.  4a.),  bt  bd.  morocco,  21. 3a.  1838 

UNDLEYS  DIGITAUUM  MONOGRAPHIA. 

FoUo,  38  plates  of  th«  Foxglove  (pub.  at  41. 4a.),  doth,  U.  11a.  Ccf. 

^— ^  the  sane,  the  plates  beantiftiUy  coloured  (pub.  at  M.  6$.),  cloth,  2/.  Ui.  (M. 


MISCELLANEOUS   ENGLISH   LITERATURE,    HISTORY,    BIOGRAPHY, 
VOYAGES  AND  TRAVELS,  POETRY,  ETC. 


BANCROFTS  HISTORY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

From  the  Discovery  of  the  American  Continent.    Twelfth  Edition,  S  vols,  Bvo.  (pubUsibcd  at 
U.10S.),  cloth,  1/.  11a.  M.  1847 

BRITISH  ESSAYISTS, 

▼la..  Spectator,  Tatler,  Giuidian,  Bambler,  Adventurer,  Idler,  and  Connolseur,  3  thick  vela, 
•vo.,  portraits  (pub.  at  U.  5a.),  cloth,  1/.  7«.    Either  volume  may  be  had  separate. 

BROUGHAM'S  (LORD)  POLITICAL  PHILOSOPHY. 

'  ~~      f  on  the  British  ConsUtutlon,  thrae  vols.  8vo.  (pub.  at  II.  lis.  Gd.),  cloth.U  Is.     1M4-6 


-  ■     ■     BrfUsh  Constitutloa,  (a  portion  of  the  preceding  work,)  8vo.,  cloth,  3a. 

BROUGHAM'S  (LORD)  HISTORICAL  SKETCHES  OF  STATESMEN,  _^^       ^ 

and  other  Public  Charaeten  of  the  time  of  Qwrf  III.    Vol.  III.,  royal  8vo.,  with  10  fine 
portniU  (pub.  at  U.  la.),  cloth,  lOi.  «d.  1846 

■  the  same,  wtthoat  the  portrmita,  demy  8vo.  (pub.  at  lOs.  6d.),  cloth,  6a. 

BROUGHAM'S  (LORD)  UVES  OF  MEN  OF  LETTERS  AND  SCIENCE, 

Who  Flourished  in  the  Time  of  George  III.,  royal  8vo.,  with  10  fine  portraits  (pub.  at  U.  la.), 

— — ~  the  SUM,  alao  with  the  portiaita,  demy  8to.  (pub.  at  U.  la.],  cloth,  lOi.  &f.  1840 

CARTS  EARLY  FRENCH  POETS, 

A  Serlea  of  Notices  and  Translations,  with  an  Introductory  Sketch  of  the  History  of  French 
Poetry ;  Edited  by  his  Son,  the  Rev.  Hbvjit  Cakt,  foolscap  8vo.,  cloth,  5a.  1846 

CARTS  UVES  OF  ENGLISH  POET&- 

SvpptemcBtaij  to  Dr.  JoHvaox's  "  Uvea."  Edited  by  Us  Son,  Ibolacap  8vo.,  cloth,  7s.      1840 
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CLARICE'S  (DR.  E.  D.)  TRAVELS   IN   VARIOUS  COUmWCS  OF   EUROPE. 

ASIA,  AND  AFKICA,  II  toU.  tro.,  maps  and  plate*  (pab.  at  101.),  ehNk,  SL  a*.  Uir.9 

CLASSIC  TALES. 

CaUnetBdltioa,  oomprisiiiff  the  VicMrof  WalMteM,  Bttaaketh,  Paid  aad  mgWii,  0«Bff«x*k 
Travels,  Stans's  Seadmental  JoarasT,  Soirows  of  Waitar,  Tbaedoatas  and  Coostaatia,  CaMlt 
of  Otraato,  and  Ratselai,  complete  m  1  toI.  Uno. ;  7  modalUen  poctimte  (pvb.  at  lOa.  6dL), 
cloth,  3«.  9d. 

COLMAN'S  (QEORGE)  POETICAL  WORKS» 

CoDtainliurhls  Broad  Qrins,  Yacazles,  and  ScMiiMdtlas,  Mao.,  voodcnte  (pab.  at  St. MLj, 

DAVIS'S  SKETCHES  OP  CHINA. 

DariBgaiiliilaBdJouraeTorFoarHoiithsi  witkasAMoaikortfeaWar.  Tvb  vola.,  paai  •sou 
vlth  a  new  map  of  China  (pnb.  at  16fc ) ,  cloth,  St.  IMI 

DOMESTIC  COOKERY, 

By  a  Lady  (Mrs.  Rv hdbu.)  New  Edmon,  wUh  nmanos  addftfoMl  Hiiiwl^la,by  Ite.  Bncs, 
Umo.,  with  9  plates  (pub.  at  fit. )  cloth,  U.  iMC 

QILUES'  (DR.)  HISTORICAL  COLLECTIONS^ 

Btflatlng  to  Remarkahte  Periods  of  the  Success  of  t 
Sspplement,  with  a  Prefhcc  and  Co&Hnoatloa  br  ti 
lte.W.),  cloth,  7«.6d. 

Q0ETHE9  FAUST,  PART  THE  SECOND. 

As  completed  In  1831,  translated  into  BngUsh  Verse  by  Joior  MAciMnAU>  Bsu,  Bn. 
Second  SdltloB,  fcap.  8ro.  (pnb.  at  6«.),  cloth,  U,  IMt 

J0NN80NIANA: 

A  CoUection  of  Mlacenaneou  Anecdotes  and  Baylan,  fathered  fraia  Boartar  a  hnadnd  dMk 


jpel,  l__ ^ „ 

by  tha  Be*.  H.  BovAS,  royal  INo.  Ifah.  at 


Publications,  and  not  conuined  la  BoflWEi,i.'s  LUb  of  Johnson.    Editeci  by  J.  W. 

M.P.,  thick  foolsc^  Sto.,  portrait  and  froatisplece  (pub.  at  lOs.},  cloth,  U.  fid.  ww 

JOHNSTON'S  TRAVELS  IN  SOUTHERN  ABYSSINIA, 

Throogh  the  Country  of  AdaL  to  the  Kiacdom  of  Shoe.  Tira  toil.,  rto.,  map  and  ptalaa  ink 
at  U,  St.),  cloth,  10t.fid.  UU 

KIRBYS  WONDERFUL  MUSEUM. 

Six  ▼oIs.,8to.,  134  curious  portraiu  and  plates  (pub.  at  4^  Is.),  doth,  li.  9c 

LANE'S  KORAN,  SELECTIONS  FROM  THE,  _ 

with  an  interworen  Commentary,  translated  fnm  the  Arabic,  meOodieally  anamod,  aad 
iUostrated  by  Notes,  8vo.  (pub.  at  lOt.  firf.},  cloth,  Ss.  IMS 

LEWIS'S  (MONK)  UFE  AND  CORRESPONDENCE, 

With  many  Pieces  in  Prose  and  VerM  never  befiwe  pobUsSed.  Two  rata.,  Sm,  PHMH  (m*. 
atl/.««.),cIoth,l2#.  -^■—         »^5| 

LODGE'S  (EDMUND)  ILLUSTRATIONS  OF  BRITISH   HISTORY.  BIOGRAPHY; 

AND  MANNERS,  in  the  Uclffns  of  Henry  VIII.,  Bdwani  VI.,  Mary,  EIlsAbcth,  aad  Jaisaa  1. 
Second  Edition,  with  sbore  so  autographs  of  the  principal  characters  of  the  period.  11«c» 
▼ols.,  8to.  (pub.  at  IL  1««. },  cloth,  U.  lOft 

MALCOLMS  MEMOIR  OF  CENTKAL  INDIA. 

Two  vols.,  8T0.  third  edition,  with  large  map  (pub.  U  U.  8f.},  doth.  Us.  ma 

MARTIN'S  (MONTGOMERY)  CHINA, 

PoIIUcal.  Commercial,  and  SodaL  Tvorola.,  Bva.,  fi  aapa,  statMtoal  taMaa,  te.  (pok.  at 
l/.4*.)cloth,lfc.  ^^  ^mt 

MATHEWS'  (CHARLES)  MEMOIRS, 

l^^}^^^ ^./^i*°Ff?}il  1^,^^^*  Edited  by  Mra.  Maxxsw*.   Vsoz  vda.^  tee.,  Mm 


plates  (pub.  at  O,  ifit.  j,  cloth,  1/.  Is. 

IX'S  ELEMENTS  OF  POLITICAL  ECONOMY, 

New  EdKion,  revised  and  corrected,  8to.,  (pub.  at  ••.),  cloth»gs.  fid: 


MOORE'S  (THOMAS)  EPICUREAN,  A  TALE;  AND  MJOmmOH,  A  POSM._ 

TuKHBR's  Illustrated  Edition,  foolscap  6vo.,  4  beantlflil  Engraviaga,  (pnb.  at  Ms.  6dL),dstt. 
it.,  or  elegantly  bound  in  morocco,  7t.  fid.  MV 

NELSON'S  LETTERS  AND  DISPATCHES,  BY.  SIR  HARRIS  NICOLAS* 

7  voia.  8VO.,  (pub.  at  il.  lOi.),  cloth,  8/.  Iflto.  liM    M 

PARDOE'S  (MISS)  CITY  OF  THE  MAGYAR,  _     ,    ^. 

Or  Hungary  and  her  InstitaUoaa  ia  in»  4%  »  vek.  tf^  with  •  Eagirndsi^  (poUakadac 
If.  lis.  fitf. ),  gUt  cloth,  10*.  fid.  IMt 

PARRrS  CAMBRIAN  PLUTARCH, 

Comprising  Memoirs  of  seme  of  the  meat  «nineat  WtlahSMa*  lk«B  the  auSait  Unas  «•  tk» 
pipsent  8V0.  (pub.  at  10s.  fid.),  cloth,  5«.  UM 
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PRICE'S  (MAJOR  DAVID)  MAHOMMEDAN  HISTTORY. 

rrom  tta«  Death  of  the  AnUu  LcfliialDr  to  the  Aecenloa  of  the  Emperor  Akbor,  Md  the 
EcttblUhOMBt  of  the  Mofol  Emptoe  ill  HladoMaa,  4  vola.  4to.  with  a  large  eoloored  nuw  of 
Asia,  (pub.  at  71, 17«.  U.),  cloth,  U.  16t.  lUl 

SHAKSPEARE'S  PLAYS  AND  POEMS.  IN  ONE  VOLUME,  8VO., 

with  Explanatory  Notes,  and  a  Memoir  bj  Dk.  Johvsov,  portnit,  (pub.  at  lid.),  cloth, 
7«.6dL 

SHAKSPEARE'S  PLAYS  AND  POEMS,  POCKET  EDITION^        ^    ^  .      ^        ^ 

With  a  Life  by  Alkxavdzk  Chalhsm,  complete  la  1  thick  Tol.  Umo.,  printed  in  a  Diamond 
type,  with  40  steel  EnsraTingt,  (pub.  at  lOt.  6^  ),  chMh,  te  UU 

SHIPWRECKS  AND  DISASTERS  AT  SEA;  _^.      _ ^ 

HanaUvee  of  the  most  remMkahle  Wreeks,  ConttgntloM,  M«llnle«,  te.,  conpifdu  the 
**Loss  of  the  Wafer,'*  "Matlny  of  the  Bounty,'*  ho^  Umo.  firontiaplfece  ami  vlfnetu,  (pab. 
at  «fc),  cloth,  J..^  '  '.    —  r—  -•        »»j^ 

STERNE'S  WORKS,  COMPLETE  IN  1  VOL,  ROYAL  SVO., 

Portrait  and  Tlgnette,  (pub.  at  Ite.),  cloth,  lOt.  td. 

ST.  PIERRE'S  WORK% 

Including  the  •«  Stodiosof  Kalwe,'*  <*  Paul  and  Tliginia,*'  and  the  '•  Indtea  Cottage,"  with  a 
Memoir  of  the  Author,  and  Notes,  by  the  Bjbt.  £.  Cxjulks,  complete  in  2  thick  vol*,  feap. 
tro.,  Portiait  and  Frontispieces,  (pub.  at  16*.),  cloth,  7«.  IMS 

TAYLOR'S  (W.  B.  S.)  HISTORY  OF  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  DUBUN» 

Mnmenras  wood  cngraTlngs  of  iu  Buildings  and  Aeademio  Ooetumee,  (pmh.  at  II.),  cloth, 

TTTLER^  ELEMENTS  OF  GENERAL  HISTORY, 

New  Edition,  thick  12mo.  (SS0  closely  printed  pages),  steel  frostlepleeo,  (pub.  at  te)  cloth. 

WEB8TER1S  ENLARGED  DICTIONARY  OF  THE  ENQUSH  LANGUAGE, 

Containing  the  whole  of  the  former  editions,  and  large  additions,  to  which  is  prefixed  an  Intro- 
dnetoiy  Dfasertatlon  on  the  connection  of  tiie  languages  of  Western  Asia  and  Europe,  edited 
by  CiiAcxcxr  A.  Oooduch,  in  one  thick  elegaatiy  printed  Tolnme,  4to.,  cloth,  iL  U,  (The 
most  complete  dictionary  extant).  IM* 

WHITE'S  FARRIERY, 

Improred  by  Rosbxb,  tro.  with  plalM  cngisTed  on  steel,  (pab.  at  14«.)  cloth,  7«.  Utr 

WORCESTER'S   NEW    CRITICAL   AND    PRONOUNCING    DICTIONARY    OF 

THE  ENGLISH  LA  NOVA  OE.  to  which  U  added  Walker's  Key,  and  a  Pronouncing  Toea- 
bnlar^  of  modem  Oconaphlcal  Namee,  thick  imperial  tro.  (pub.  at  1/.  fle. ),  cloth»  ISt.        IMf 
*•*  The  most  extensive  catalogue  of  words  ever  produced. 

WRANGELLB  EXPEDITION  TO  SIBERIA  AND  THE  POLAR  SEA, 

Edited  by  Llevt..Col.  Sablns,  thick  13mo.  large  map  and  port.,  (pub.  at  Is.),  doth,  is.  Cd.  U44 

WRIGHTS  COURT  HAND  RESTORED, 

Or  the  Stodent  assisted  la  reading  old  chaitcra,  deeds,  ftc.,  smaU4to,»  plates,  (pub  at  U.  a^ 

THEOLOGY,  MORALS,  ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTORY.  ETC 


UVES  OF  THE  ENGUSH  SAINTS. 

By  the  Rxr.  J.  H.  Nswxas  and  otton,  14  foH,  ISno.,  (pnb.  at  SI.  Ifc),  aswed  in  ornamented 
eoTors,  U.  S$.  1M4-5 

NEFF  (FEUX)  UFE  AND  LTTTERS  OF, 

Translated  Ikom  the  French  of  M.  Boar,  by  JC  A.  Wtatt,  feap.  ivo.  Portrait,  (pub.  at  St.), 
cloth,St^6<(.  IMS 

PALETS  COMPLETE  WORML 

mth  a  BtagmpUool  Whiliih  ofSe  AMhor,  hf  Bar.  D.  8.  Winairs,  ft  Tela.  See.,  (pvb.  at 
II.  la*.),  doth,  Ms,  '  IW 

Ami  Admn's  Ptteale  Thoogktt  en  BtMBlMi;  edMed  by  the  Bar.  S.  BiOKJomnnt,  fcsp.  tvo., 
(pfib.at*».),cloth,afc6dr^  — •— f  r  j^y 

SMrn|9(REV.  DR.)  EXPOSITION  OF  VAfllOIIS  PABSAGGS  OF  HOVf 
•GBIPTUKB,  I  ills  111  to  the  Vae  of  Faaattlak,  fiv  ereiy  Oby  tlnoeghout  the  Yea*,  3  vols,  tro., 
(p«».  at  II.  lis.  Cd.K  doth,  fi^  l»4* 

STEBBINGS  HISTORY  OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  CHRIST, 

Amb  the  Um  of  Aaphwv,  U3%  to  the  pasaenh.  CMKaxy,  S  eeM.  Sfo^  (pob*  at  U.  Mel, 
doth,  Uh  U39 
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FOREIGN  LANGUAGES  AND  LITERATURE,  INCLUDING  CLASSICS  AND 
TRANSLATIONS;  DICTIONARIES;  COLLEGE  AND  SCHOOL  BOOKS. 


ARISTOTLE'S  RHETORIC,  LITERALLY  TRANSLATED, 

with  Notes;  and  an  Analyiia  by  Thohab  Hobbbs  of  Mahnesbary,  and  a  ScriM  of  Aiutljrtlea.1 
QtiMtloiis,  post  8ve.,  (printed  uniform  vlth  the  Standard  Ubraiy),  elolh«  S*.  IMS 

BOURNE'S  (VINCENT)  POETICAL  WORKS, 

Latin  and  Bnylish,  ISmo.  (pub.  at  3*.  td.},  cloth,  2i.  6d.  183t 

■  the  same,  laise  paper,  an  elegant  volume,  ISmo.,  (pub.  at  te.),  cloth,  3».  W.  istt 

CICERO'S  UFE,  FAMILIAR  LETTERS,  AND  LETTERS  TO  ATTICUS, 

By  MiDSLBTox,  Mblmotk,  and  Hsbbbdbk,  complete  in  one  thick  vol.  royal  tro.,  portmit, 
(pub.  at  1/.  U.),  cloth,  111.  IMS 

DEMOSTHENES* 

Translated  by  LBi.Ain>,  the  two  toIi.  Sto.  complete  in  1  toI  Umo.,  handsomely  printed  in 
double  columns,  in  pearl  type,  portrait,  (pub.  at  St.),  eloth,  S*. 

DONNEQAN'S  GREEK  AND  ENQUSH  LEXICON,  _  __ 

Enlarged;  with  examples,  literally  trantlaUd,  selected  from  the  elssdcal  authors.  Tbmth 
edition,  coBsideimbly  enlarged,  cerefally  revised,  and  materially  Improved  thioaghoat;  thick 
•TO.  ( 175a  pages),  (pub.  aft  U.  at.),  cloth,  IL  Is.  1M« 

LEVERETTS  LATIN-ENGUSH  AND  ENCUSH-LATIN  LEXICON.  ^  ,     ,^ 

Compiled  from  FACCiOLATiand  SciiBixsJi.  Thick  royal  Svc  (pub.  at  U.  lit.  U,),  cl«4fa, 
W.*.:  1M7 

UVY.    EDITED  BY  PRENDEVILLE.  ^_. 

Livll  Historiie  llbri  quinque  priorcs,  with  English  Notes  by  Fbxxdbtiixs.  New  EdUioB, 
Umo.,  neatly  booad  In  roan,  fa.  IMS 

■  the  same,  Books  I.  to  III.,  separately,  doth,  S«.  6d. 

the  same.  Books  IV.  and  V.,  cloth,  U.  td, 

NEWMAN'S  PRACTICAL  SYSTEM  OF  RHETORIC: 

Or,  the  Principles  and  Rules  of  Style,  with  Examples.  SIztli  Edition,  Umo.  (pub.  at  te.  M.I, 
okrth,  4«.  ISM 

PLUTARCH'S  LIVES,  BY  THE  LANGHORNES. 

Complete  in  one  thick  volume,  Svo.  (pub.  at  Us),  cloth,  7«.  ti, 

RAMSHORN'S  DICTIONARY  OF  LATIN  SYNONYMES.  _  ,  ^^ 

For  the  Use  of  Schools  and  Prlvste  StudenU.  Translated  snd  Edited  by  Dr.  LoBBm.  Post 
Svo.  (puh.  at  7«.),  cloth,  4t.9<L  1  Ml 

TURNER'S  (DAWSON  W.)  NOTES  TO  HERODOTUS* 

For  the  Use  of  College  Students.    8vo.,  cloth,  Ui.  1M7 

VALPTS  GREEK  TESTAMENT.  WITH  ENGUSH  NOTES,  _^  . 

Accompanied  by  parallel  passages  from  the  Classics.  FUUi  Edition,  S  vols.,  Svow,  wUi  a  map« 
(pub.  at  31.),  cloth,  H.  U.  1M7 

XENOPHON'S  WHOLE  WORKS,  TRANSLATED  BY  SPELMAN  AND  OTHER& 

The  only  complete  Edition,  l  thick  volume,  9yo,t  portrait  (pub.  at  iM.),  cloth,  lOt. 


NOVELS,  FICTION,  AND  LIGHT  READING. 


CARLETON'S  VALENTINE  MCCLUTCHY,  THE  IRISH  AGENT;      ^   .    .  _ 

Or,  Chranieles  of  the  Castle  Cumber  Property.  The  lOustratedBditiBB,  eoiqplete  in  1  veL, 
Bvo.,  with  so  plates  by  Pxix  (pub.  at  12s.),  cloth,  9t. 

JANE'S  (EMMA)  ALICE  CUNNINQHAME,  ,    ^  ,    .^v  ^  .^ 

Or,  the  Christian  as  Daughter.  Sistsr,  Friend,  and  With.   Post  Svo.  (pub.  at  St.),  dolh,  Ik  «L 

An  Historical  Narrative,  UlostratiBg  the  PubUc  Events,  and  Domestic  aad  BeeleslaiUeal 
Manners  of  the  Uth  and  leth  Centuries.  Foolscap  Svo.,  Third  Edition  (pub.  at  7s.  6if.),  cloth, 
U.U.  W» 

MiTTORO'S  (MISS)  OUR  VILLAGE:  COMPLETE  IN  2  VOlS.,  SS^J^^" 
A  Sories  orBoral  TBIes  and  Sketches.  Itfew  Edition,  boautiftal  woodcuts,  gilt  doth. 
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PHANTA8MAQ0R1A  OF  FUN,  ^    .„    ^  .       .   , 

Edited  and  lUwtnted  by  Alfsxd  Crowquiix.  »  toIi.,  post  tvo.,  fflustratleiu  by  Lbxch, 
Caviksuavk,  fte.  (pub.  at  lU.),  clolh,  T«.  M.  1M> 

POOLE'S  COMIC  SKETCH   BOOK:  OR,  SKETCHES  AND  RECOLLECTIONS 

BY  THE  AUTHOR  OP  PAUL  PRY.  Second  Bdhion,  S  vote.,  post  tTO.,  fins  portnlt, 
doth  gilt,  yrtth  new  comic  oni«mcats  (pub.  at  lib.),  T*.  M.  1M3 

PORCELAIN  TOWER:  OR.  NINE  STORIES  OF  CHINA, 

In  Prose  and  Verse,  wlUi  highly  humcrous  illustrations  by  Lksck,  postiSvo.  (pub.  at  l<to.  flcL), 
cloth  gUt,  with  Chinese  derkes,  9«.  id.  IMl 

SKETCHES  FROM  FLEMISH  UFE.    BY  HENDRIK  CONSCIENCE. 

Square  ISmo.,  130  wood  engxuTlnga,  (pub.  at  it.),  cloth,  4s.  td. 

UNIVERSAL  SONGSTER,  ILLUSTRATED  BY  CRUIKSHANK, 

Being  the  largest  collection  of  the  best  Songs  in  the  English  language  (upwards  of  5,000),  three 
Tols.,  Svo.,  with  tr  humorous  engravings  on  steel  and  wood,  by  ClBO&aB  Ckvzxshaxx,  and 
a  medallioa  portraits  (pub.  at  IL  16s.),  cloth,  iSt. 


JUVENILE  i^ND  ELEMENTARY  BOOKS,  GYMNASTICS,  ETC. 


ALPHABET  OF  QUADRUPEDS, 

Illustrated  by  Figures  selected  from  the  works  of  the  Old  l£astcrs,  square  12mo.,  with  U 
spirited  engraTings  aOer  Bbhoubm,  Rxmbkaxst,  Cutp,  Pavx,  Pottsb,  ftc,  and  with  inltlat 
letters  by  Mr.  Shaw,  cloth,  gUt  edges  (pub.  at  4s.  M. ),  S«.  UM 

-i— —  the  same,  the  plates  coloursd,  gilt  cloth,  gilt  edges  (pub.  at  7«.  td.)  U, 

CRABB'S  (REV.  G.)  NEW  PANTHEON, 

Or  Mvtbology  of  all  Nations;  especially  for  the  Use  of  Schools  and  Young  Persons;  with 
ttnestions  for  Examination  on  therlan  of  Pixkock.  iSmo.,  with  ao  pleasing  lithographs  (pub. 
atSf.),  cloth,  2s.  W7 

CROWQUILL'S  PICTORIAL  GRAMMAR. 

Mmo.,  with  UO  humorous  Illustrations  (pub.  at  b.),  doth,  gilt  odgw,  tt.  td.  1844 

EQUESTRIAN  MANUAL  FOR  LADIES, 

By  Pbawk  HowABfi.  Poolscsp  Svo.,  upwards  of  M  beautiful  woodenta  <pub.  at  Is.),  gUt 
doth,  gilt  edges,  tt.  M.  1M4 

QAMMER  GRETHEL'S  FAIRY  TALES  AND  POPULAR  STORIES. 

translated  from  the  German  of  Obijoc  (eontaining  42  Fairy  Tales),  post  Svo.,  Btunerous  wood- 
cuU  by  Obobob  Cbvikskaxx  (pub.  at  7s.  Cd.),  cloth  gilt,  6«.  IS46 

GOOD-NATURED  BEAR, 

A  Story  for  Children  of  all  Ages,  by  B.  H.  Hobxb.  Square  Svo.,  plates  (pub.  at  5s.)  cloth,  Ss., 
or  with  the  plates  coloured,  is.  IS^A 

GRIMM'S  TALES  FROM  EASTERN  LANDS. 

Square  Umo.,  plates  (pub.  at  6«. ),  cloth,  S«.  td.,  or  plates  colouied,  4s.  td.  1847 

HALL'S  (CAPTAIN  BASIL)  PATCHWORK, 

A  New  8«>riesorFragTnenU  of  Voyages  and  Travels,  Second  Edition,  llmo.,  cloth,  with  the 
bsck  very  richly  and  appropriately  gOt  with  patchwork  devices  (pub.  at  Ite. ),  7s.  td,  IMi 

HOUDAY  UBRARY,  EDITED  BY  WILUAM  HAZUTT. 

Uniformly  printed  in  three  vols.,  plates  (pub.  at  Uta.  Sd.),  cloth  10*.  Srf.,  or  separately,  vix.^ 
Orphan  of  Waterloo,  Ss.  fid.  Uolly  Orango,  Ss.  Od.  Legends  of  Rubesahl,  and  Faliy  Tales, 
Ss.  M.  UM 

HOWITTS  (WILLIAM)  JACK  OF  THE  MILL. 

Two  vols.,  ISmo.  (pub.  at  15«.),  cloth,  gilt,  7«.  td.  1844 

PARLErS  (PETER)  WONDERS  OF  HISTTORY. 

Square  ISmo.,  numerous  woodcuts  (pub.  at  6s.),  doth,  gUt  edges,  Ss.  td,  ]84ft 

ROBIN  HOOD  AND  HIS  MERRY  FORESTERS. 

Bv  STEfUBx  Pbbct.  Sqnaro'ismo.,  S  lUustnitlOM  by  Oiubbt  (pub.  at  Ss. ),  doth,  Ss.  6tf.,  or 
with  coloured  plates,  Ss.  18M 

TOMKIN5  BEAUTIES  OF  ENQUSH  POETRY. 

Heiected  tor  the  Use  of  Youth,  and  designed  to  incideate  the  Pnetlea  of  Vbtue.   Twentieth 
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MEDICINE,  SURGERY,  ANATOMY,  CHSXISTBT,  ETC 


tjers  (DR.)  ESSAY  ON  THE  CROUP, 

«vo.SplatM,(p««i.atUf.)tOMk,at.M.  im 

NEW  LONDON  SURGICAL  POCKET-BOOK, 

Tbiet  royal  IBino.,  (pub.  at  Uto.),  Iff.  bd.  b.  IMff 

NEW  LONDON  CHEMICAL  POCKET-BOOK; 

Adapted  to  the  Dailj  uM  of  the  Student,  royal  Uno.,  nnneraas  mMd-cnti,  ipok.  at  U.  UL), 
hL  bd.  St.  Id.  JM€ 

NEW  LONDON  MEDICAL  POCKET-BOOK, 

Incladins  Phaxnaey,  Boaatagjr.  te.,  rojal  Iftao.,  (pfub.  at«>.),  kt.  bd.  Sb M.  1M4 

SINCiAIRS  (SIR  JOHN)  CODE  OF  HEALTH  AND  LONQEVITir; 

Sixth  edition,  complete  la  one  thick  roL  Bvo.,  poEtnit,  (pvb.  a*  II.),  alolh,  t$,  1M« 

STEPHENSON'S  MEDICAL  ZOOLOGY,  AND  MINERALOGY; 

lacladiag  alao  an  account  of  the  Aaimal  and  Iflnenl  Poiaona,  45  eolovrad  plates,  Rnral  tvow, 
(pub.  at  l/.ai.),  cloth,  U.U.  IS9t 

MATHEMATICS. 


BRADLEY'S  GEOMETRY,  PERSPECTIVE,  AND  PROJECTION, 

FortbeoseofBrtista.    8p]atMandmunerous«oodeaU,(pab.aiT«.),«kitt,it.  IMt 

EUCUD^  SIX  ELEMENTARY  800KS»  BY  DR.  LARDNER, 

With  an  ExplanatoxT  Commeittaiy,  OeoHMtvieal  BMMneiaei,  a»d  a  ftealiea  «■  MU  OMMtby, 
Sto.,  9th  edition,  ckith,  ««. 


EUCUD  IN  PARAGRAPHS: 

The  Elenenta  of  Buclld,  containing  the  flnt  Six  Bo^a.  and  Iha  int  TwMitr^Ba  Piofodtfau 
ofthe£leTeathBoo]i,lSBio.,wUhtheFla]ieaBhad^dr(P«b.atte.},«lDCh,ah«L   Om*.    Utt 


BOOKS  PRINTED  UNIFORM  YTITH  THE  STANDARD  UBRARY. 


DIALOGUES,  ENLARGED  BY  PtNNOCX, 

1  Entettaiament  of  Toung  People.    New  and  gceatly  lamrored  aad 
Mam  Pinnock,  campteted  to  the  ptwiiat  lUU  etkneiwiedse,  Jm  ft—) 


JOYCE'S  SCtENTinC  _ 

For  the  Initruction  and 
enlarged  edidon«  bjr  WUliam 
nnmeroua  woodcvta,  5<. 

STURM'S  MORNING  COMMUNINGS  WITH  GOQr 

Or  Devotional  Mediutions  for  evexy  Day  In  the  Tear,  5t.  IMf 

ARISTOTLE'S  RHETORIC. 

WUh  Notee;  and  an  Analyau  by  Thos.  Hobbbb  of  Halmealrarj,  and  a  Bcriea  of  Aaaljrtieal 
aueitione,te.  ^  1SI7 

EURIPIDES'  FOUR  PLAYS, 

(Via.,  Hecuba,  Orcetea,  PhonalaiB,  and  Medea),  Utndlr  tnaatatod  lato  BflfHdk  Vma^  wtlh 
notes,  U,  id.  IMV 

CHILLINGWORTH'S  REUGION  OF  PROTESTANTS. 

000  pp.  3«.  6d, 

CARYS  TRANSLATION  OF  DANTE._  _  ^    ^ 

(Upwards  of  000  pages),  extra  blue  cloth,  with  a  xiehly  gflt  back,  tt,  td,  XStr 

MAXWELL'S  VICTORIES  OF  THE  BRITISH  ARMIES, 

Knlarged  and  iinproved,  and  brou^t  down  to  the  pment  tioM;  avfenlUtU^  flalekBd  eleel 
portraits,  and  a  Frontispiece,  extra  gilt  cloth,  7«.  M.  1U7 

MICHELETS  HISTORY  OF  THE  FRENCH  REVOLUTION, 

Tranalated  by  C.  Codes,  two  Tob.  sewed,  4ff. 

ROBINSON  CRUSOE, 

Inclodlng  his  Aixthcr  Adrentttres,  with  a  Life  of  DeCse,  fte.,  vpwndaof  ««M  voodoiti,  ftott 
deaigns  by  Haxtbt  and  Whxkfxb,  fif . 

^OBLE  DEEDS  OF  WOMAN. 

e  Connme^Fortitnde,  and  Tfertae,  tUsl •dlttoo,  llilMiifl  nAtapioved, 


STARLING'S  (MISS)  NOBLE  DEEDS^OF 
Or  Examples  of  Foisale  ~ 
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